Eyes of thé- World: Foreign Travelers in India

Two Millennia of Historical Reconstruction Through the Lenses
_of Diplomats, Pllgnms Merchants and Physicians. =
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The PH}sicians
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The Value of the Outside Observer

Political Geometry

Economic Engine gié |

Foreigners documented alliances, A Accounts of market structures,
succession wars, and the precise pearl and diamond trade, and
boundaries of empires. complex taxation systems.

Firsthand

Historical

Reconstruction
" Social Architecture  {i | Religious Philosophy 4\

Observations of caste structures, o Preservation of monastic disciplin
daily civilian life, and administrat- es and philosophical tenets often
ive customs. lost in domestic turmoil.
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Early antiquity is dominated by Eastern scholars and Hellenic
diplomats, while medieval and early modern periods see a
massive influx of Islamic scholars and European merchants.
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The Successive Trio: Hellenic
Ambassadors to the Mauryans

Date:
c. 302-298 BCE

‘ Sent By:
| Seleucus Nicator

Received By:
Chandragupta
Maurya

Diplomatic %
Succession |

" Deimachus

Date:
c. 297-273 BCE

Sent By:
Seleucid King
Antiochus I

Received By:
Bindusara
(Amitrochates)

| status: Writings survive only

1

in fragments : 1l
2 WA |

.

——— i

Diplomatic
Succession

| Dionysius

Date:
c. 268-232 BCE

Sent By:
Ptolemy II
Philadelphus

Received By:

Il Bindusara / Ashoka

=
SR =

Status: Survives only via

references by Strabo and ﬁi%




& Ambassador

Greek Ethnographer |

Masterwork:

Indica

Provides the earliest
surviving external

description of Mauryan

administration.
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Urban Layout

Detailed mapping of the capital
city, Pataliputra.

State Administration

Observations on the highly
structured Mauryan bureaucracy.

R S, ——

Seven Social Groups

His specific interpretation of the
caste and social system.
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The Chinese Pilgrims: Chronicling the Dhamma

Fa-Hien / Faxian
c.399-414 CE

Walked to India.
Hosted by Chandragupta II

R (Vikmadiv)

Masterwork: Record of
Buddhist Kingdoms.

peaceful socio-economic
| life and flourishing
: monastic discipline in

the Gupta Empire. _II ‘
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W Observations: Noted a ?

Hiuen Tsang / Xuanzang

c. 630-645 CE

Overland journey. Arrived
during the supremacy of

=

Masterwork: Si-Yu-Ki
(Recﬂrds of the Western Wurld)

Observations: Spent 15
years documenting the
political, social, and

'_ educational setup.
By
P.- — e -______ﬂ

! ‘H Route & Patron: Ii
i |§ Harshavardhana.

[-Tsing / Yijing
c.671-695 CE

Route & Patron: Maritime
arrival. Post-Harsha
period.

Masterwork: Extensive ||
Translation Recurds |

bsewatlons Stayed at
Nalanda for nearly a
decade, documenting

strict monastic lifestyle and

s

i translation techniques.
e d
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Hiuen Tsang’s Lens

Noted the rigorous educational
>~ setup, complex debate structures,
and the integration of social life

“ during Harshavardhana’s reign. |

[-Tsing’s Lens |
Focused on a decade of n
intense study, documenting |
strict monastic lifestyles and |

the precise translation !
Il techniques of Buddhist texts. | ':
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The Medieval

Period

Islamic Scholars &
Maritime Traders

.~ (850 CEto 1500 CE

Pl T

T e
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The Arab Geographers &
The Tripartite Struggle

Merchant (851 CE) Hadl; ¥
Work: Silsilat al-Tawarikh. 4
Predates Marco Polo
by 400 years.

=
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? Praised Emperor Amoghavarsha I
~ for immense wealth and tolerance.® \
Ranked Rashtrakuta among the

- top four global empires (alongside
- Abbasid, Byzantine, and Tang).
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kdh
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By e I

5 Arrived during the
. of King Mahipala I.

> shtrﬁkut& 2
L. Empire /" .4

| i (The Meadows of Gold).

Al-Masudi
(915-916 CE)
Known as the Herodotus

of the Arabs.
Work: Murtj al-dhahab
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' The Father of Indology: Al-Beruni

SO Arrived c. 1024-1030 CE alongside Mahmud of Ghazni,
& O learning Sanskrit to unlock Indian knowledge.

. [ Sciences &
9/~ W Astronomy /@
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The Global Merchants: Italy & Russia Look East

L

@arco Polo (Venetian, c. 1292-1294 CE) ] @n&sy Nikitin (Russian, c. 1469-1472 @

G o aphy Traveled through the Bahmam k.
ultanate in the Deccan. Predates Vasco
da Gama by nearly 30 years.

Geography: Visited South India during the
ate Kakatiya and Pandyan period.

' -%?Masterwork The Book of Sir Marco Polo. Offersﬁwﬂt

deep insights into South Indian maritime trade, |
dlamond wealth, and the booming pearl mdustry A

Mastemork A Journey Beyond the Three Seas. |
Describes complex inland trade, military
i

practices, horses, and everyday life.
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Advanced Postal System Administrative Efficiency Urban Realities
Detailed accounts of the highly Firsthand observations from his Vivid captures of daily life, economic |
efficient relay networks moving osition deep inside the Sultanate’s transactions, and social structures '

information across the Sultanate. , legal and administrative machinery. (& under the Delhi Sultanate.
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Niccolo de’ Conti
(c. 1420- 1421 CE)

 ——

From Italy te the court

of Deva Raya 1.

Documented massive
fortifications, vibrant
markets, and cultural
customs.

The Wealth of the

Vl]ayanagara

" Abdur Razzaq

| and staggering wealth_

(C. 1443-1444 CE)

Persian ambassador from i
Sh&h Rukh to Deva Raya II. 1l

Left glowmg descnptluns Y
of the grandeur, -
architectural marvels, |
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' Envoys, Merchants,
& Doctors
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The Portuguese Chroniclers (Vijayanagara PartII)' -

=

i

: - Domingo Paes {
15 B (1520-1522 CE) S\
;: ] Captured military { N\
¢ organization, vibrant { \\ |
-.g. markets, and festivals. 4
i Duarte Barbosa ~
(11— (1500-1516 CE) —
— . Fernao Nuniz
(- Captured the golden era ~ (1535-1537 CE) |
. ofVijayanagara under TEseek - -;
Vira Narasimha Tuluva 1 Documented history, |/ |
& Krishna Deva Raya. diamond mining,and | — t
e women’srolesin | — —_e _ 9l
. Masterwork: Book of administration. Historical preservation merged these
. Duarte Barbosa. two separate, handwritten manuscripts
- into a single authoritative chronicle. /|
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'; The English Envoys: Laying Commercial Foundations il
. The East India Company secures footing at the court of Emperor Jahangir. i
‘ &l
1 e _ |!
i Wllllam Hawkins t
% Led the first EIC vessel to Surat carryir
It »  galetter from King James I. = |
Objective: Seek commercial factory .

s permissions directly from Jahangir.

i Sir Thomas Roe .
i -i e
] _ ¢ Official ambassador from King James I to | ;
o @ e Emperor Jahangir. - , 16 1 5 1 6 1 9 CE
b " Objective: Outlined the legal foundations of n— Al
[t early British economic expansion in India. H
Q 2]
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Jewels & Thrones: The Merchant’s Eye
|
A
4|
' iy
bl
(& R _:_ff}_ ',__:"‘?. . NS :;:4:
Jean-Baptiste
Tavernier
French Gem Merchant .:;‘,
| (c. 1638-1663 CE) = 5 |
| Visited India during the reigns |{§ e e e
of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb. I} The Peacock Throne The Great Blue Diamond |
Masterwork: Les Six Voyages. (§ - ol
N Provided highly specialized, J/ Documented the precise design, Extracted the legendary 116-carat blue
4| technical details on extreme [A§]  architecture, and jewel placement of diamond from the Golconda mines, |
D wealth. 4 Shah Jahan’s legendary throne. which he famously brought to Europe Y
Z (later known as the Hope Diamond). o
ol
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| Nicolao Manucci |
(Italian. 1653-1708 CE)

Worked directly inside the
Mughal court as a physician.
Initially served Prince Dara
Shikoh, and later served
Aurangzeb.

Shikoh prior to his execution. |
Masterwork: Travels in the

| Mogul Empire. Provided deep }" u
pAl| historical observations on the [

~ bloody succession.
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| Francois Bermer
(French, 1656- 1668(3:)
Phllusnpher and physician
serving Danishmand Khan.
Closely associated with Dara t
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. The Shifting Lens: From Philosophy to Commerce !
¢ How changing global priorities continually reshaped the historical record of India. B
3 y |
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i I8 Phase 1: | Phase 2 2 Phase 3: The |
' | | TheAncient Era | The Medieval Era | ) { 1 Early ModernEra | |

} Motive: Religion & | Motive: Trade & : .| Motive: Cummerce & '

|E Geopolitics | Global Geography 2 Colonialism Ey
.| | Seekingoriginal Buddhist - |  Documenting booming ; ‘ Securing factoryrights, | il
i | | texts,monastic discipline, | maritime wealth, mapping | | extracting high-value | ol
Ig {  and Hellenic border | shifting global powers,and | | commodities, and laying legal | o
}-, alliances. | administering sultanates. : gmundwnrk for expansion. -;:_ 9
U I i <p g., Thomas Rne,Tavemleﬁ | I"




