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Happening
today

®AHIGH-LEVEL delegation led
by Union Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal will
begin ts trip to Spain, Belgium
and Finland to deepen India’s
economic engagement with
Europe and explore new oppor-
tunities for Indian exporters.

TRACK THIS AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Vietnamboat
capsize: Victims’
families seek
govthelpfor
returnofbodies

Divya A & Sreenivas Janyala
New Delhi, Hyderabad, July 12

A DAY after 15 Indian tourists
died in a boat accident near
Vietnam’s Phu Quoc Island on
Saturday, mourning families
backhome are waiting for more
information and for the re-
‘mains of their loved ones to be
repatriated.

The Indian Embassy in
Hanoi said on Sunday that the
bodies would be transported
backto India “at the earliest”.

“The mortal remains of 15
Indian nationals who tragically
passed away in yesterday’s boat
accident have reached Ho Chi
Minh City. After completion of
formalities at Ho Chi Minh, the
mortal remains will be trans-
ported to India at the earliest.
The Embassy and the Consu-
late teams are closely coordi-
nating with the Vietnamese
authorities, who are committed
to providing all assistance for
the earliest transportation of
the mortal remains to India,”
theembassysaid in astatement
posted on social media. “We
continue to pray for the early
recovery of the one survivor at
Phu Quoc Hospital,” it added.

‘Along with the Embassy in
Hanoi, India hasa consulate in

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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US.SENATOR
LINDSEY GRAHAM
DIES AFTER ‘BRIEF,
SUDDENILLNESS’

DAILY FROM: AHMEDABAD, CHANDIGARH, DELHI,

JAIPUR, KOLKATA,

U.S. MILITARY ASSETS IN JORDAN, KUWAIT, OMAN, QATAR STRUCK, SAYS IRGC

US strikes Iran; Tehran hits back
at Gulf states, says Hormuz shut

Indian seafarer missing
as ship hitin Hormuz,
MEA condemns attack

Bandar Abbas port
and Qeshm Island
targeted; prepared
to free up navigation,
says US Centcom

Steve Holland, Parisa Hafezi
&Yomna Ehab
Washington, Dubai, July 12

‘USANDIranian forces have ex-
changed heavy missile and
droneassaults, with Tehran tar-
geting US facilities in countries
across the Gulf on Sunday and
saying it had again closed the
vital Strait of Hormuz.
Thestrikes were the latest in
acycle of attacks and counter-

pillow covers in Sonpur, blankets in Jodhpur

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, July12

EVERY NIGHT, about 8lakh AC
passengers across the Indian
Railways network tuck them-
selves into linen bedrolls, typi-
callytwobedsheets, ablanket, a
pillow, a pillow cover and a face
towel — a service that comes
withtheticket. Andaseverytrip
ends, some of them, about one
inevery 1,000 passengers, walk
away with at least one bedroll
item, an investigation by The
Indian Express reveals.

The newspaper filed Right
to Information (RTI) applica-
tionswithall 69 divisionsof the
Indian Railways. Replies were
obtained from 54 divisions
across 16 of 18 Railway zones,
some shared partial informa-
tion. These records show that
from January 2022, when bed-
roll services had fully resumed
after the pandemic, to May
2026, at least 1.27 crore bedroll
Ppieces were stolen —mainly by
passengers, officials said. The
data, when compiled year-wise,
shows a56% rise in such thefts

Avideo released by the US Central Command Saturday shows a
projectile being fired towards Iran. Reuters

attacks as Iran seeks to assert
control over shipping through
thestrait. However, the barrage
marked an escalation in pace

and range.
The strikes extended to
Qatar, a mediator in ceasefire
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Linen stolen from AC coaches in
Indian Railways: In 4 years, 1.27 crore
bedsheets, towels, blankets, pillows

Among most stolen items: bedsheets in Bikaner, towels in Delhi,

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July12

ASIRAN and the US attacked
each other in the last 24 hours,
Indian seafarers on a Cyprus-
flagged ship transiting the
Strait of Hormuz came under
fire from Tehran —after which
one Indian is missing while 10
have been rescued.

New Delhi on Sunday con-
demned theattack on the mer-
chant vessel off the coast of

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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After verification,
Maharashtra cuts

92 lakh beneficiaries
from ‘Ladki Bahin’

« Whythe beneficiaries were removed

[eKYCnot completed
Family income above Rs 2.5 lakh
| Family member a Govt employee

Already receiving Sanjay Gandhi
Niradhar Yojana benefits

More than two beneficiariesinafamily | 2.5lakh(2.7%) |

| Age above 65 years

.Flaggeddurlng district-level verification | 17 lakh (1.8%) |

621akh (67%) NN
‘ 16lakh(17%) [l
4.42lakh (4. a%)|

‘ 361akh (39%)

[18lakh(2%) | |

| Male beneficiaries

high-risk zone. Delhi’s
engagement with Tehran
and Washington is key to-
wards safeguarding Indian
livesinthe region.

Temple ‘theft:
Police checkif
20peoplelinked
to8arrestedhad

purchasedland

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, July12

AYODHYA POLICE, which is
investigating the alleged theft
and embezzlementof cashand
valuables donated at Ram

*DAILY LINEN COUNT 8 LAKH. WHAT RLYS CALLS ‘THEFT’

Linen ‘theft’

[vEAR TOTALITEMS |
|2022 2483lakh |
[2023 [20670kh |
2024 3N31akh |
2025

[2026° [237lakh |
T .27 crore
TOWELS TOPLIST OF
STOLENITEMS (in lakh)

Towels

§3 46,54

Railways went back to providing bedrolls after Covid. express ARcHIVE

year period, the RTI data sug-
gests — money that coach at-
tendants employed by the con-
tractorssay is mostly recovered
from their salaries.

A Ministry of Railways spo-
kesperson said the issue is of
“serious concern” and “efforts

from 2022 t02025. are being made to
sheersemeofhat Wy e nd take. acton
the  Railways tO KNOW | againstoffenders’.
tands ot vy poresor | e pekereen
drop in lhe’oceanA IM‘ ways “cannotestab-

But that’s exactly

whatmakes the numbersinter-
esting: call it theft or tempta-
tion, the data is less an indict-
mentofthe hot taff

lish” any evidence

of staff collusion in the theft.
A compilation of the data
shows that 10 divisions across
seven account formost of

than a snapshot of passenger
behaviour.

The theft has cost bedroll
contractors an estimated Rs
104.51 crore in the over four-

theoverall linen theft —67% of
thetotal. They include Bikaner,
Jodhpur and Jaipur (covering
Rajasthan); Ranchi; Delhi;

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Temple, h ked the district
revenue department to find out
detailsofland purchases, ifany,
by 20 relatives and associates of
the eight arrested men.

Sources in the police said 20
people were identified as close
associates and relatives of the
eight accused who were “en-
trusted with assets or financial
dealings on their behalf”.

The eight arrested men are
Ram Shankar Yadav alias
Tinnu Yadav, Ramshankar
Mishra, Subhash Srivastava,
Avinash Shukla, Lavkush
Mishra, Anukalp Mishra,
Manish Kumar Yadav and Kar-
unesh Pandey. Except for Ram

Removals are 38%
of scheme’s peak
beneficiary base
of 2.43 cr women
Vallabh Ozarkar

Mumbai, July12

MORE THAN 92 lakh benefici-

29,000(031%)
18,000(0.08%)

SOURCE:RTI

employees, already receiving
other benefits, being above the
age limit of 65, being flagged
during district-level verifica-
tion — and being male in
29,000 cases.

Officials associated with the
exercise estimated that the
beneficiaries who were re-
moved received about Rs 14,000
crore in all before payments
‘were stopped. On average, offi-

cials estimated, these benefici-
aries of the Mukhyamantri aries received assistance for
Majhi Ladki Bahin around 10 months.
Yojana in Maha- 1 So far, budget
rashtra, account- YOURRIGHT allocations  and
ing for nearly 38 to l(n()w supplementary
percentoftheflag- provisions for the
ship welfare ANEXPRESSRTI scheme have cross-
scheme’s  peak APPLICATION |  edRs 60,000 crore
beneficiarybaseof ™ sinceitslaunch.

around 2.43 crore women, have
been removed after the state
government’s verification exer-
cise — far higher than the
around 80 lakh deletions that
had been publicly disclosed till
now, according to Right To In-
formation (RTI) records re-
viewed by The Indian Express.

The reasons for removal
from the state scheme for
women include (see chart)
beneficiaries exceeding the
family limit, being government

{DEA
EXCHANGE

i3 D 2359 /\ o gt Shankaralias Tinnu Yadavand Nationalrecords are being broken
713 23.59 Ql) 12.95 2.76 Subhash Srivastava, the other | “S% and again. Th,ls showswe
six accused were allegedly = avebenchstrength
“UNTIL MAY; TOTAL INCLUDES 4,700 ITEMS Fi 021; SOURCE: RTI ONPAGE2 = ADILLE LA, OLYMPIAN AND

COACH MITRA APP TO TRACK BOARDING
Rly roadmap to improve
passenger behaviour:
counsellingto CCTVs

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, July12

DIVISIONS ACROSS the Rail-
ways have adopted a mix of
measures to curb the theft of
linenitems from AC coaches —
from counselling bedroll at-
tendants, monitoring linen
through CCTV, and using the
Coach Mitra app, according to
RTI replies received by The
Indian Express.

The primary response
across divisions has been to

counsel bedroll attendants: in-
structing them to remain vigi-
lant, monitor linen closely, en-
sure prompt collection, stay
alert during duty hours, take
proper care of linen items, and
undergo sensitisation and
special drives.

In aletter to general man-
agers of all zones in September
2015, the Railway Board had
prescribed that linen distribu-
tion staff advise passengers to
hand over used linen at least

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Accordingtoofficials, there
‘was no single cut-off date for
stopping payments for those
found ineligible because bene-
ficiaries were identified at dif-
ferent stages of the verification
exercise. “Some received only
five or six instalments before
they were flagged. Others con-
tinued for more than 10 or 12
months, while some received
all 15 instalments before pay-
ments were stopped,” an

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘Do we have to go to Trump?’: Omar
slams Centre on statehood promise

Delhi protest will mark ‘new method’ in
push for restoration of status: J&K CM

Express News Service
Jammu, July 12

ADAY afteraccusing the BJP of
trying to topple his govern-
ment, Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
said on Sunday that the Na-
tional Conference’s protest at
Delhi's Jantar Mantar to mount
pressure on the Centre to re-

storestatehood would mark the
beginning of a “new method”
since “enough time was given
to the Central Government to
fulfill its promise”.

“We pursued the restoration
of statehood for nearly two

J&K CM Omar Abdullahata
rallyin Jammu, Sunday. ap

oughtime tothe

Central Government to fulfill
its promise made to the people
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘INAPPROPRIATE’ BOOKS:
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© TWO SIDES FACE OFF IN SEMIFINALS, THEIR FIRST BIG-STAGE ENCOUNTER IN 24 YEARS

England vs Argentlna' A rlvalry forged by war, on- -field spats and history of cons

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
cuP

Sandip G
Atlanta, July12

DIEGO MARADONA never re-
pented his “Hand of God”; not
because he thinks he didn’t
cheat, but because it wasscored
against England. He wrote in
his autobiography, weighing
his two goals in the 1986 World
Cupquarterfinals, the otherar-
guably the greatest of the cen-
tury: “I sometimes think I pre-
ferred the one with my hand.”

Because, he explained, “
wasabit like stealingthe wallet
of the English.”

The Falklands War was just
fouryearsold, and both nations
were feeling the gripes and
wounds. Maradona called the
victory “revenge”.

He said: “Although we had
said before the game that foot-
ball had nothing to do with the
Malvinas war, we knew they
had killed a lot of Argentine
boysthere, killed them likelittle
birds. And this was revenge.”

There are rivalries in sport
marked by genuine sporting
feuds; some defined by political
and cultural antipathy; some
stewed by colonial friction;
some found on clashing sport-

ing ideologies. England versus
Argentina after 24 years at the
grand stage — the World Cup
semifinals in Atlanta on Wed-
nesday — is all these threads
bound into a single, riveting
narrative. Unfailingly, no en-
counter has passed peacefully
and without incident. And no
duel has passed without the old
devilsraisingtheir heads again.

Maradona’s “Hand of God”
isunforgotten and unforgiven;
nostalgia splashed when Eng-
land revisited Azteca in Mexico
City for the Round-of-16 game
against Mexico. When they
beat the co-hosts 3-2, England
feltlike a symbolic exorcism of
acurse. But the real redemp-
tionwould beiftheyend Lionel

Harry Kane-led England and Lionel Messi’s Argentina advanced to
the semis after defeating Norway and Switzerland, respectively. ap

Messi’s march in Atlanta. David
Beckham’s red card in 1998 for
fouling Diego Simeone, both a

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

regular presence in the VIPbox
this tournament, has been a
metaphor of Argentina practis-

ingthe darkarts.

Years later, Simeone ad-
mitted, guilt-free, that he had
conned the referee. “I had
tackled him, and we both fell to
the ground. As I was trying to
stand up, that was when he
kicked me from behind. And I
took advantage of that. And I
think any person would have
taken advantage of that in just
the same way,” he told
Observer Sports Monthly.

Beckhamexacted revengeat
their next meeting, in the 2002
edition, with thelone goal of the
game. That was the last time
they met on the global stage.

The cards themselves were
introduced afteranill-tempered
gamebetweentheminthe1966

New Delhi

quarterfinals, which England
won 1-0. Argentina captain
Antonio Rattin, who passed
away on Friday at the age of 84,
was sent off for two offences in
thespace of twominutes. Here-
fused toleave the ground, pulled
the referee’s shirt and
threatened to “punch him”.
After the game, players
pushed each other in the tun-
nel and the local police had to
intervene. One of them uri-
nated in the tunnel. Rattin
fumed after the game: “It was
clear that the referee played
with an England shirt on." Ro-
berto Ferrero attacked the ref-
eree and Ermindo Onega spat
in the face of Fifa vice-presi-

dent Harry Cavan.
[ | |

When fullback George
Cohen was about to swap his
shirt, manager Alf Ramsey
shouted: “George, you are not
changing shirts with that ani-
mal.” Later, some of Argentina’s
players flung chairs at the Eng-
land dressing room. Whenapo-
liceman tried to stop them, an
orange was thrown at his face.
Allegations of referees favour-
ing England was a broader
theme of the World Cup.

Fansclashingis natural,and
not just at an England-Ar-
gentinagame. Itsanywhere the
fans meet. A video of England
and Argentina supporters hit-
ting each other during the Nor-
way-England quarterfinal in

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Driver’s Seat

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma operates a roller to crush seized
drugs in Nalbari. The Assam government on Sunday kicked off a
campaign to destroy seized narcotics worth over Rs 400 crore. pTi

Waving ‘court order’,
Ritabrata says his
faction ‘real TMC),
Mamata camp frowns

Tanusree Bose
Kolkata, July 12

REBEL TRINAMOOL Congress
leader Ritabrata Banerjee
claimed Sunday that the TMC
faction led by him, the ‘Rita-
brata-TMC’, is the real TMC,
while citing a purported court
order. However, the Mamata
Banerjee camp said it was only
an interim order and the final
verdict was still pending.

Making the statement at a
press conference here, Rita-
brata presented the order said
to be issued by the Civil Judge
(senior division) Alipore, South
24 Parganas district.

Readingouta portion of the
purported order, the Leader of
the Opposition claimed thatthe
National Working Committee
formed during aspecial session
of the rebel faction on June 22
has been named the “legit-
imate” All India Trinamool
Congress.

The purported court order,
a copy of which was shared by
the Ritabrata camp, read, “The
defendants and their men and
agents are hereby restrained
from creating disturbances to
the National Working Commit-
tee elected at the Special
Session held on22.06.2026 con-
stitutes the only lawful execu-
tive body authorised toadmin-
ister the affairs of the All India
Trinamool Congress, along
with the defendants, their
agents, servants, associates or
any person claiming through
them from representing them-
selves as office-bearers of the
party are also restrained, from
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Ritabrata Banerjee FiLE

interfering with the adminis-
tration of the party...”

Ritabrata said some individ-
uals had attempted to capture
party offices and incite unrest,
after which a few workers from
his TMC faction had filed a case
in the Alipore Court.

The court recently issued an
order in the matter.

Ritabrata claimed that the
court clearly ruled that the
TMC faction whose session ap-
pointed Arup Roy as the party
chairperson, while replacing
Mamata Banerjee, is the real
TMC. Ritabrata claimed the
court has now put itsseal of ap-
proval on their claim.

Meanwhile, Kalighat-TMC
Advocate Arka Nag told the
media, “Ritabrata Banerjee has
claimed that a court order has
recognised his faction as the
‘real Trinamool Congress’. The
case in question was not filed
by Ritabrata Banerjee. It was
filed by Jui Biswas and several
others. Ritabrataand his associ-
ates had approached the Elec-
tion Commission seeking rec-
ognition as the ‘real Trinamool
Congress”.”

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Estrikes Iran; Tehran hits back at Gulf states

talks, while the United Arab
Emirates, which had not been
targeted since early May, said its
air defences had engaged mis-
siles and drones from Iran.

Iranian mediasaid there had
been missile attacks and ex-
plosionsaround the portof Ban-
dar Abbas, home to military fa-
cilities on the strait, and nearby
QeshmIsland, on Sunday after-
noon, as the US reportedly
launched another round of at-
tacks.

Citing a senior US official,
Axios reported on Sunday that
theUS carried outseveral strikes

on Iranian missile and air de-
fence systems and targeted
small speed boats of the IRGC
at several locations around the
Strait of Hormuz.

The renewed violence casts
furtherdoubton the future ofan
interim US-Iranian agreement
signed last month.

In the past week, US Presi-
dentDonald Trump hassaid he
considers the ceasefire over,
while leaving the door open to
more talks.

Iran said late on Saturday it
had closed the waterway after
firingawarningshot thatstruck

avessel travellingonanunauth-
orised route. On Sunday, it said
it had disabled asecond vessel.

Iran's recently created Per-
sian Gulf Strait Authority said
on Sunday that passage through
thestrait was not currently poss-
ible dueto “recentillegal move-
mentsof the United States mili-
tary forces in the region”
Permits would be issued “as
soonasstabilityand calmare re-
stored,” it said.

The US Central Command,
however, upped the ante on
Sunday asserting that the Strait
of Hormuz is open to all vessels

adki Bahin’ beneficiaries

official associated with the ex-
ercise said.

Launched ahead of the
2024 Assembly elections, the
scheme provides Rs 1,500
every month to women aged
21-65 years from families with
anannual incomebelow Rs 2.5
lakh. Government employees,
income tax payers and bene-
ficiaries of certain other wel-
fare schemes are excluded.

The scheme currently
covers over 1.5 crore benefici-
aries, down from its peak of
around 2.43 crore women be-
fore the verification process,
which was started in Septem-
ber 2025 with multiple exten-
sions given for its completion.

The latest findings assume
significance against the back-
drop of the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) ques-
tioning the financial manage-
ment of the scheme.

In its audit of the state's fi-
nances for 2024-25, the CAG
flagged “significant defi-
ciencies in budget estimation,
expenditure control and finan-
cial management”, citing ex-
cess expenditure of about Rs
3,541 crore without specificjus-
tification, parking of funds
worth Rs 15,586 crore in gov-
ernment deposit accounts de-
spite there being noimmediate
utilisation requirement, and
weak financial controls.

It re ded a more

tails so the government can
verify their identity and eligi-
bility.

© The next category com-
prised 16 lakh beneficiaries (17
per cent) who were found to
belong to families with annual
incomes exceeding the
scheme's eligibility ceiling of
Rs2.5lakh.

© Among the remaining
categories, 4.42 lakh benefici-
aries (4.8 per cent) declared
during verification that they or
afamily member were govern-
ment employees.

® Another 3.6 lakh (3.9 per
cent) were already receivingas-
sistance under the Sanjay Gan-
dhi Niradhar Yojana, 2.5 lakh
(2.7 per cent) cases involved
‘more than two members of the
same family drawing benefits,
1.8 lakh (2 per cent) benefici-
aries were above the upper age
limit of 65 years, and 1.7 lakh
(1.8 per cent) were flagged dur-
ing district-level scrutiny.

Separately, around 29,000
men and nearly 8,000 govern-
ment employees were also
found to have received benefits
despite being ineligible.

Responding to latest find-
ings, Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Aditi Tatkare
said the mandatory eKYC pro-
cess, meant toensure that only
eligible beneficiaries received
assistance, could not begin im-

realistic assessment of bene-
ficiary numbers and fund
requirements while budgeting
forlarge direct benefit transfer
schemes.

The RTIrecords alsoshowa
category-wise break-up of why
beneficiaries were removed:

® Of the more than 92 lakh
beneficiaries removed, thelar-
gest chunk —nearly 621akh, or
about 67 per cent — were de-
leted for failing to complete the
mandatory electronic Know
Your Customer (eKYC) process.
This requires beneficiaries to
authenticate their Aadhaar de-

diately after the scheme's
launch because of the Assem-
bly election schedule and the
Model Code of Conduct.

“The scheme waslaunched
in June 2024 and the first two
instalments were released to-
gether in August 2024. After
that there were Assembly elec-
tions in November 2024 and
the Model Code of Conduct
came into force before October,
because of which the eKYC ex-
ercise could not be started ear-
lier. We decided on the exercise
in August 2025 after the new
government came in place and
repeatedly announced that

payments of beneficiaries who
did not complete eKYC would
be stopped,” Tatkare said.

She said beneficiaries were
given repeated opportunities,
including extensions till De-
cember 31, 2025, to complete
the eKYC process before their
payments were stopped. “It is
not that the government re-
moved them. All those who
had registered and were eli-
gible received benefits till the
eKYC procedure was com-
pleted,” she said.

On the recovery of pay-
ments availed by ineligible
beneficiaries, the Tatkare said,
“Even CM sir (Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis) has an-
nounced in the Assembly that
except for the male benefici-
aries and  government
staffers, money wouldn'tbe re-
covered from any other bene-
ficiaries.”

Lastmonth, inareplytothe
State Assembly, Tatkare had
said that recovery proceedings
had been initiated against gov-
ernment employees, male
beneficiaries and other ineli-
giblerecipientsidentified dur-
ing the verification exercise
under the Revenue Recovery
Receipt mechanism --and that
district collectors had been di-
rected torecover theamounts.

The state government also
reduced the scheme's alloca-
tion from Rs 36,000 crore in
2025-26 to Rs 26,500 crore in
the current financial year, are-
duction of nearly Rs 9,500
crore. The Mahayuti govern-
ment's poll promise of increas-
ing the monthly assistance
from Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,100 has
also not materialised.

OnOctober 21,2025, Theln-
dian Express had first reported
that at least 12,431 men and
77,980 ineligible women had
received benefits under the
scheme despite not meeting
eligibility conditions, resulting
inwrongful disbursal of nearly
Rs 165 crore.

and US forces are “positioned
and prepared” to ensure free-
dom of navigation. The US
Navy-led Joint Maritime In-
formation Center reiterated gui-
dance that despite a severe se-
curity threat, an “expanded”
southern route near Oman was
available for two-way traffic.
On Saturday, Central Com-
mandsaid US forces had hit 140
Iranian military targets, and
that more than 300 had been
struck over three nights this

siting the strait.”

Iranian state mediareported
explosions in several port cities
and said an Iranianarmy officer
hadbeenkilled.

In response, Iran's Revol-
utionary Guards said they had
destroyed a command-and-
control centre and drone hang-
ars in Jordan, targeted a US
radarsitein Kuwait, attacked US
aircraft carrier support and re-
fueling platforms in Oman and
destroyed a jet maintenance

week “todegrade Iran'sability to
attack civilian mariners and
commercial vessels freely tran-

centreand facilityin
Qatar.
Qatar said three people, in-

Omar slams Centre

of Jammu and Kashmir,” Omar

told the gathering at Maharaja
Hari Singh Park in Jammu city
— his first major public meeting
inthe BJPstronghold. “Now, we
will start resorting to ‘a new
method’ for it from July 20 on-
wards when we raise slogans for
restoration of statehood at our
dharnain Delhi,” he said.

Targetingthe BJP forunder-
mining his government’s ef-
forts towards statehood, he
said, “Let BJP tell us whether
‘we have to go to (US President)
Trump for statehood... and
hold dharna outside the White
House.” Until then, he said,
“We will hold demonstrations
and knock on the doors in our
own National Capital seeking
J&K statehood.”

(PTI adds: Leader of Op-
position in Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly Sunil Sharmaon
Sunday accused the National
Conference of using the de-
‘mand for restoration of state-
hood to shift the political nar-

Ayodhya

directly involved in counting
donations made to the temple.

Earlier this month, The In-
dian Express had reported that
police have sought revenue rec-
ords to determine the money
trail and questioned local prop-
erty dealers to establish
whether the arrested accused
were involved inany recent real
estate transactions.

"We are trying to establish
where theaccused invested the
stolen money... So far, we have
recovered cash, jewellery and
vehicles that appear to have

rative away from governance is-
sues. He said the BJP never
asked anyone not to seek state-
hood for Jammu and Kashmir.
“The National Conference gov-
ernment isusing the statehood
issuetoconcealits failure to ful-
fill promises made to the
people,” Sharma said).

The protest, planned on the
first day of Parliament’s Mon-
soon Session, will be the first to
be spearheaded by the J&K rul-
ing party against the Centre
since coming to power in the
UT after the 2024 Assembly
elections.

AccordingtoKBJandial, ex-
member of the J&K Public Ser-
vice Commission and Professor
Hari Om, Jammu University’s
former History Department
HoD, more than a showdown
with the Centre, the NC’s plans
for rallies and dharnas are
mainly to counter the state Op-
position's criticism accusing it
of failingto create employment
and ensure development.

been purchased using the
stolen money. We are examin-
ing whether the accused also
used the money to buy any im-
movable property,” a police of-
ficer involved in the probe told
The Indian Express. “We are
awaiting the revenue depart-
ment's report,” the officer
added.

Sources said property docu-
ments seized during searches
atthehomesof the accused did
not, by themselves, establish
that the properties had been
purchased using the "stolen"
money.

Meanwhile, police have
sought a local court’s per-
mission for seven days’ custody

Egland vs Argentina

Miami thistimeisjustasample.
After Argentina’s 3-1 win over

Missing for 2 months
in Finland, Hyderabad
teen’sbody found at
sea; family seeks probe

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, July 12

THE BODY of an 18-year-old
student, Manideep Reddy
Gujja, from Hyderabad who
went missing in Finland in May
was recovered from the sea in
Helsinki, his family’s lawyer,
KLB Kumar, told The Indian
Expresson Sunday. The lawyer
said the case raised several
doubts and alleged that it was
not “investigated properly”.

The Indian embassy in Fin-
land communicated this to
Manideep’s family on July 10,
afterlocal authorities informed
the embassy that the body was
found in the sea in
Helsinki.

Manideep was pursuing a
Bachelor’s programme at Lap-
peenranta-Lahti University of
Technology (LUT University),
Lahti Campus, Finland. He was

transferred it,” his mothersaid.
Since then, using about Rs
2,500, he travelled for over 100
kilometres by bus and reached
Helsinki, Finnish police
found.

The reason for the journey
remains amystery. In Helsinki,
he was seen having a bite at an
eateryand walkingintoashop-
ping mall. His phone became
unreachable shortly after-
wards. “We don’t know what
happened to him,” his mother
had earlier told The Indian Ex-
press.

Manideep had moved to
Finland in 2025 tostudy engin-
eering. “We thought that he
would come back and do well
in a good job,” his mother had
said.

The family’s lawyer said the
case “was not properly investi-
gated” and that the recovery of
the body after two months

living in Rit: nkatu,
ti.

The lastsighting of the teen-
ager was at a shopping mall in
Helsinki, about 100 kilometres
from his residence in Lahti.
Finland police found CCTV
image of himwalkingalongthe
aisles of the shopping centre on
May 5.

His parents, Mamata Reddy
and G Muthyam Reddy, had
approached the Telangana
High Court, seeking directions
to authorities to trace their
son.

According to his parents,
Manideep asked had asked
them for Rs 5,000 on May 5.
“He called me to ask for this
small amount of money, and I

I doubts. “We have
many doubts. After two
months, the body has been re-
covered. We believe that it is a
suspiciousdeath,” Kumarsaid.
The parents believe that some-
thing untoward happened to
him on May 5, the day he went
missing, the lawyer said.

The lawyer requested the
‘Union government to help the
parents to go to Finland and
make enquiries and see the
body. “We demand that the
death should be investigated
properly. Finnish authorities
should investigate the circum-
stances under which the boy
disappeared and how the death
occurred,” the lawyer
said.

—

Ship hit

Oman with these 11 Indian na-
tionalsonboard, saying thatthe
targeting of civilian shipping
and infrastructure in the region
mustend.

This latest round of attacks
have put Indian lives in danger
yet again. The war in West Asia
has so far claimed the lives of 11
Indianssince February 28, when
itstarted.

The US attacked Iran early
Sunday morning over an Iranian
strike on a vessel in the Strait of
Hormuz that set the container
shipablazeand forced itscrewto
abandonit.

Confirming that Indians
have been caught in the cross-
fire, the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said 10 Indian nationals
have been rescued while one is
reportedly missing. “We con-
demntheattackonthecommer-
cial vessel GFS Galaxy off the
coastof Oman...Of the11Indian
nationalsonboard, 10 havebeen
rescued so far, while one Indian
National is reportedly missing,”
it said in a statement which did
not mention Iran.

‘The MEAsaid the Indianem-
bassy in Oman is closely moni-
toring the situation and proac-
tively coordinating with the
Omani authorities in the on-
going search and rescue oper-
ation. “We thank the Omani
authorities for their support.” It

international waterways in the
region, in keeping with interna-
tional law, must be restored at
the earliest,” it said.

The US Central Command
said early Sunday morning that
aCyprus-flagged container ship
washit by Iranand suffered “sig-
nificant engine room damage”
andacivilian crew member was
missing. “At 7:15 pm ET today
[4.45 am IST], US Central Com-
mand forces began launching
the third round of strikes this
week against Iran after Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
forces blatantly attacked M/V
GFS Galaxy, a Cyprus-flagged
container ship transiting the
Straitof Hormuz. Acivilian crew
member is missing and the
vessel is unable to continue the
journey due to an onboard fire
and significant engine room
damage,” itsaid at 509 am IST.

The United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations Centre
said theshiphad been travelling
onaroute huggingtheshoreline
of Oman. That's been the way
ships have entered and exited
the Persian Gulf while avoiding
Iranian territorial waters.

Iran's IRGC said multiple
vessels “disregarded our warn-
ings and instructions to correct
their course and proceed along
the approved route.” One of
them “was struck by a warning
shotand brought toastop.”

India has been careful innot
naming Iran, but has con-
demned the attacks in the past,

July8,whenitsaid

said the continuin;

hippiny
in the region are “deeply worri-
some”. “We reiterate our call for
immediate de-escalationof ten-
sions, and the conclusion of on-
going negotiations for a diplo-
maticsolutionsothat peaceand
stability can return to the re-
gion,” the MEA said.

“The targeting of commer-
cial shipping and civilian infra-
structureinthe region mustend,
and freeand unimpeded naviga-
tionand commercethroughthe

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

thatitis “deeply 1” over
the recent attacks and “escala-
tion of tensions” in West Asia.

This latest escalation also
comes at a time when External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
visited four countries in West
Asia, including Qatar, Oman,
Kuwait and Bahrain. He is now
headed tothe US.

Indiahad sentan official del-
egation for Iranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei's funeral earlier this month.

Switzerland, the supporters
chanted: “El que no salta es un
ingle,” translated as “the one
whodoesn’tjumpisan English-
man.”

Their stadium anthem
“Muchachos”, originally a song
by Argentine band La Mosca
Tse-Tse, has tothe

fans are not saintly either; in
Qatar, in a non England-Ar-
gentina game, they crooned:
“Maradonaisacheater.”
Underpinning all the fric-
tion is an antithesis of sporting
style. The heart of Argentinian
football is a style called
“criollo”, agame based on indi-
viduality and flair, rather than
thedisciplined and regimented

Falklands War. The blood of
Messi and his troops might not
boil overthe warasmuchasMa-
radona's generation, but it still
sparks emotional nationalism.
Thebattleovertwoislandsinthe
Atlantic lasted 10 days, but the
symbolic conflict still lives on
the football ground. England

style English settlers, the
founding fathers of football in
Argentina, had imposed on the
locals. Juan Peron, when he be-
came president in 1946, would
say: “We nationalised the rail-
ways, and now we have nation-
alised football!”

Over the years, Argentina

cluding a child, had been in-
jured by falling shrapnel. It said
Iran was “fully legally respon-
sible” for the attack.

The UAE said it detected
missile threats outside its
borders, Bahrain said it inter-
cepted several Iranian aerial at-
tacks, Jordan reported missile
strikes and Oman reported
being targeted with drones. Ku-
‘wait's army reported damage
from strikes, and said an attack
on an oil drilling platform in-
jured aworker.

OnSunday, Iran's top negoti-
ator Mohammad Bagher Ghali-
baf posted on X: “The eraof one-
sided deals is over. We told you:
keep yourword or pay the price.
Reality is knocking.”

PDP chief and ex-CM
Mehbooba Mufti had accused
the J&K ruling party of dump-
ing its 2024 poll promise on
statehood.

On Saturday, Omar asked,
“The way the Centre is engag-
ing with Ladakh, why not with
us?” For Ladakh “they are ready
toextend protections under Ar-
ticle 371,” he said.

He alleged the J&K govern-
ment “is not being permitted”
the freedom to appoint its own
officers, “but Ladakh is being
allowed concessions in this re-
gard because they chose the
path of protest.”

OnSunday, Omar reiterated
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah have “time to
time promised” on various plat-
forms, including Parliament,
the restoration of J&K state-
hood at “an appropriate time”.

“If it is the PM’s promise
made on the soil of Katra, then
it should be honoured,” the
Chief Minister said, referringto
Modi’s promise to restore state-
hood during the 2024 poll cam-
paign.

of Srivastava and Yadav.

While the CCTV footage
from the counting room cap-
tured the six arrested counting
staff allegedly concealing cash
during the counting process,
policearetryingto gather more
evidence to establish the roles
of Yadav and Srivastava.

Subhash Srivastava served
as the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust-ap-
pointed supervisor of the dona-
tion counting room.

Tinnu Yadav, on the other
hand, was a driver of former
Trust general secretary Cham-
patRai, who resigned following
the donation “theft” revel-
ations.

incorporated a more physical
and pragmatic side to the
game, professed by legendary
manager Carlos Bilardo. They
perceived Englishmen assoft at
heart. “English players are
more naive. Our game is more
calculating,” former footballer
and columnist Roberto Per-
fumo, would say. “We study a
rival more closely, we look for
ways to destroy him. One of our
approaches, for example, is to
study a player's weak points so
we can try and make him
angry. Because in football, if
you get angry, you lose.”
England players might no
longer be naive, nor are they as
faint of heart as they once were.
Andthey have nostage more fit-
tingto prove that the psychologi-
cal damage that Argentina has
inflicted on their mind is past.

V—ietnam

the Vietnamese city of Ho Chi
Minh. The boat involved in the
accident was carrying32 Indian
tourists and four crew
members from Hon May Rut to
‘An Thoi Port when it capsized
about 400 metres off Hon May
Rut Ngoai.

The deceased include 10
from Tamil Nadu, three from
Andhra Pradesh and two from
Kerala. The Embassy added
that, along with the Consulate
teams and the Vietnamese
authorities, it remains com-
mitted to facilitating the ear-
liest repatriation.

In Andhra Pradesh’s Ka-
dapatown, the family of mobile
showroom owner M Sreedhar,
who was one of the deceased
accordingtothelist released on
Sunday by the Indian Embassy,
said they were still awaiting of-
ficial information about him.

“The lack of clear informa-
tion and the wait is making the
grief unbearable. We have
come to know that my brother
isoneofthevictims in the Viet-
nam boat tragedy, but there is
noofficial confirmation. Weap-
peal to the Andhra Pradesh
government to help us,” said
Mudium Ramesh, Sreedhar’s

New Delhi

brother.

‘The family of Nallapeta Ravi
Teja, 41, from Hindupuram in
the Sri Sathya Sai district of
Andhra Pradesh, alsosaid there
was alack of information. Ravi
Teja was also among the list of
the deceased.

His brother, Adiseshaiah,
said the family was still hoping
that he will turn up alive.
“There is no clarity; no in-
formation. We are unable to be-
lieve that he is no more. The
state government should help
us,” the brother said.

From Machilipatnam’s Gelli
family, couple Gelli Kishore
and Jaya Lakshmi were both on
the boat. While both were in-
itially believed tobe among the
deceased, Kishore’s brother G
Mahesh Goud said he had been
resuscitated and is now re-
covering in ahospital.

State minister Kollu Ravin-
dra said Kishore would remain
inhospital for now. “During his
transfer from Phu Quoc Gov-
ernment Hospital, Kishore de-
veloped critical complications,
necessitating the postpone-
ment of his travel back home.
Heremains unconsciousinthe
ICU on advanced life support.
MRI investigations revealed a
small blood clot in the brain,
followed by a mild cardiac epi-
sode. He has undergone an

emergency cardiac procedure,
and subject tostabilisation, will
beairlifted to Ho Chi Minh City
foradvanced medical care,” the
minister said.

According to the embassy,
15survivors of the mishap have
beendischarged from hospital,
and were on their way to India,
while two remain in hospital.

Several people on the boat
were employees and distribu-
tors of Lava Mobiles and were
thereas partof anannual meet-
ing. The group numbered
around 100 and took three
boats, including the one that
capsized.

Twenty-one people sur-
vived the accident, including 17
Indians and four crew
members. The cause of the ac-
cident wasn’t immediately
clear, and an investigation was
underway.

Vietnamese Prime Minister
Le Minh Hun has ordered a
probe into the speedboat tra-
gedy, Vietnamese media outlet
Tuoi Tre News reported.

He asked authorities to
identify shortcomings, deter-
mine both the direct and indi-
rect causes of theaccident, and
implement corrective
measures to prevent similar
incidents in the future, said the
report, citing an official dis-
patch.
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TO SPEED UP IMPLEMENTATION OF PM-UDAY SCHEME

Eye on unauthorised
colonies, CM seeks
Rs 100 cr Central aid

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, July12

'WITH AN aim toaccelerate the
implementation of PM-Uday, a
scheme meantto confer owner-
ship rights to the residents of
notified unauthorised colonies
in the Capital, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta has sought an as-
sistance of Rs 100 crore from
Centre in a letter to Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Manohar Lal.

In April, the Union govern-
ment had announced asimpli-
fied procedure for granting
ownership rights to around 45
lakh residents of 1,511 unauth-
orised colonies in the city onan
“as-is-where-isbasis”, while re-
moving the pre-requisite of
having an approved layout

lan.

The Delhi government's
Revenue department was
made the nodal agency for the
scheme and will set up PM-
UDAY cells in all 13 districts,
each headed by an Additional
District Magistrate.

The funds have been sought
for three components —atech-
nology-based land survey and
mappingsystem, the settingup
ofdistrict-level PM-UDAY cells,
and a public awareness cam-
paign, a statement from the
Chief Minister's Office high-
lighted on Sunday.

According to the govern-
ment, Rs 65 crore will be uti-
lised for the mapping and sur-
vey system under an initiative
called DRISHTT; Rs 25 crore for

establishing the district and
headquarters-level PM-UDAY
cells, which the government
says are necessary to issue
property documents within a
stipulated 45-day timeline; and
Rs 10 crore for outreach activ-
ities, including workshops with
Resident Welfare Associations,
help desks, and awareness
camps.

In her letter, Gupta has re-
quested that the Rs 100 crore
package for the first phase be
approved under the Urban De-
velopment Fund (UDF).

“The institutional frame-
‘work required for implement-
ing the scheme has already
been notified and the work has
commenced. Timely financial
support from the Central Gov-
ernment will help ensure that
lakhs of Delhi residents receive
the benefits of property rights
at the earliest and with greater
ease," she wrote.

Slow uptake

Earlier in July, the govern-
ment had set October 31 as the
last date of application for regu-
larisation under the scheme,
citing low number of applica-
tions as the reason.

Previousattempts have also
seen a lukewarm response
from the public.

Ahead of the 2020 Delhi
elections, the central govern-
ment had announced the
launch of PM-UDAY scheme to
regularise 1,731 unauthorised
colonies. DDA was the nodal
agency to implement the

scheme.

‘This was different from past
attempts at regularisation
under which the Delhi govern-
ment was to coordinate the
whole process.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) was in power in Delhi
when the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment launched PM-UDAY.

Up to March 31, 2026, how-
ever, only around 40,000 con-
veyance deeds and authorisa-
tion slips had been issued
under the scheme.

The government said that
"ithasbeen observed thateven
after issuance of conveyance
deeds/ authorisation slips, resi-
dentsareunabletoget building
plans approved or regularise
existing structures due to the
absence of approved layout
plans. These layout plans were
tobe prepared by RWAs and ap-
proved by MCD."

Due to this, the new regula-
tions notified in April stated
that 1,511 colonies will be regu-
larised on an “as-is, where-is”
basis without requiring ap-
proved layout plans, and that
land use of all plots and build-
ings in these colonies will be
treated as residential.

Also, the Delhi govern-
ment’s Revenue department
was made the nodal agency
again, taking the responsibility
for implementing the scheme
back from DDA.

But experts have flagged
that such regularisation has its
pitfalls in the absence of
necessary approval of the plan.

Goalis to establish efficient and
impartial judicial system: CJI as he
unveils Tower of Justice in Gurgaon

Express News Service
New Delhi, July12
EVEN ASensuringspeed in de-
livery of justice is important, it
cannot be done at the cost of
constitutional values, Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant said on
Sunday. He was speaking at the
inauguration of the New District
Court Complex — named
"Tower of Justice' — in Gurgaon.
Gurgaon, once known pri-
‘marily foragriculture, hastoday
emerged as a major hub for in-
dustry, innovation, and invest-
ment, he said, and pointed out
theregional offices of more than
half of the Fortune 500 com-
panies, alongwith over1,500In-
dian companies and start-ups,
operate fromthe city. Headded
thatdisputesrelated to property,
technology, contracts, and em-
ployment have increased with
the expansion of trade and
economic activities, underlin-
ing that more than 24,000 civil
disputes, approximately 1,000
commercial disputes, and over
onelakh casesunder the Negoti-
able Instruments Act are pend-
ing in the courts of Millenium

Inauguration of

Tower of Justice,

Gurf&r

am

CJI SuryaKantat the event.

City. These figures, he pointed
out, indicate the growing
burden on the judicial system.

The CJI said that given this,
the 'Tower of Justice' is not
merely a modern structure but
ameans to make access to jus-
tice far more effective. The true
significance of courts, he said,
lies not in their grandeur, but in
the extent to which they bridge
the gap between the citizenand
justiceand the “Tower of Justice’
embodies that vision.

The new complex has atotal
of 56 courtrooms. It has facilities
for video conferencing and a
well-organised judicial record
room. An International Arbitra-

tion Centre, which will operate
under the aegis of the High
Court, is also proposed to come
up. It has a ‘Ladies Bar Room"
spanning approximately 430
square meters, for the women
advocates and will ensure that
they have access to a dignified,
adequate, and conducive work-
ing environment. Besides,
amenities such as a childcare
center have also been provided
‘within the premises.

He underlined that the ob-
jective of judicial reforms can-
not be limited merely to the
speedy disposal of cases and pri-
ority mustalwaysbe to establish
ajudicial system that is both ef-
ficient and impartial. The CJI
said while the objective is the
speedy disposal of cases, it must
also be ensured that no citizen
feels deprived of justice due to
financial, social, or procedural
hurdles. He said that the goal is
to build ajudiciary that is mod-
ern yet humane; technologi-
cally advanced yet firmly rooted
in constitutional values, and a
sensitiveinstitution thatunder-
stands the human lives under-
lying every case.

“'GROUNDreport

New date stamps on old products: how
expired food found way back to market

For 4 years, trucks full of chips, soft drinks entered mystery Okhla building. Officials suspected a
child-labour racket. But raid revealed something else

Alok Singh
New Delhi, July 12

BEHIND A tall black iron gate
on plot X-57 in Southeast
Delhi's Okhla Industrial Area
stands a seemingly ordinary
three-storey commercial build-
ing. The basement houses a
curtain warehouse, while the
first floor is occupied by a
women's garment stitching
and embroideryunitrunbythe
building owner. The second
floor remains vacant.

But for four years, trucks
laden with cartons of chips, soft
drinks and fruit juices arrived
almostdaily at the ground-floor
unit. Workers at neighbouring
factories watched the consign-
ments come and go, but few
knew what happened once
they were taken inside.

“They never allowed us in-
side,” said a worker at a nearby
factory who had known many
of the unit's employees for
years. “They would only say it
was packaging work and that
the goods were being sent
abroad — to countries like the
United States, Canada, Austra-
liaand New Zealand.”

ButonJuly2,ataround 1.30
pm, the mystery surrounding
the unit began to unravel.

Acting on a tip-off about
suspected child labour, a 12-
member joint team comprising
Delhi Police personnel, officials
from the office of the Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate (Badarpur),
the FSSAI and the NHRC
raided the premises.

‘What investigators say they
found was a different serious
offence altogether. According
tothe police, theunithad alleg-
edly been removing the orig-
inal manufacturingand expiry
dates from expired food and
beverage products and replac-
ing them with fresh labels be-
fore putting them back on the
market.

“The products included
popular names such as Thums
'Up, Fanta, Bournvita, Horlicks,
Maggi noodles and Paper Boat
beverages, as well as ghee prod-
ucts,” a senior police official
said.

“We suspect some of the re-
labelled products were sup-
plied to warehouses operated
by e-commerce platforms and
may have reached consumers.

(Clockwise from top) The unit busted by police in Okhla Phase-Iin Delhi; manufacturing details on the
branded product that expired were removed. GAJENDRA YADAV

*WHAT FSSAISAYS

® Larg - Clarity —il i or that oraltering
tolerance stance: FSSAI found blurred and uneven printing can details cannot be done by
around 50,000 compromised indicate tampering or i godowns or ing agencie:

food packets at the premises and
has stated a zero-tolerance policy
onadulteration, misbranding and

® Report suspicious products to
FSSAI: The FSSAI has urged the
public to report counterfeit or

fraud, initiati

administrative and legal action
under the FSS Act, 2006.

‘® Check manufacturing, expiry
dates & printing quality:
Consumers should inspect
manufacturing and expiry dates,
label fonts, spelling and print

items via the Food

Safety Connect mobil the

— proper labeling is the
manufacturer’s responsibility, and
intermediaries must not reprint
expiry/manufacture information.

FOSCOS grievance portal
(foscos.fssai.gov.in); with photos
and purchase details.

® Vendor responsi

yand

© Regulatory
Officials are

eighttotenhoursaday,” the of-
ficer said.

Inside the sealed unit

According to local sources,
the building is owned by a Kal-
kaji resident who had rented
out the basement and the
ground floor for more thanRs 1
lakh a month each.

The front portion of the
ground floor functioned as the
office of the alleged repackag-
ingunit, while the godown op-
erated from the rear.

‘When The Indian Express
visited the premises, the
ground-floor hall and the go-
down had been sealed, with
someof the seized material still
visible inside. At the rear of the
godown, several soft drink
bottles and cartons of Paper
Boat beverages lay in the open.

One neighbouring worker
said police had sought his help
in counting, sorting and col-
lecting the seized products
while sealing the premises. “It
was the first time that I had
gone so far inside the godown.
We were all shocked to see the
fraud they were carrying out,”
the worker said.

Police said the seized prod-
ucts were mostly genuine
branded food and beverage
itemsthat had crossed their ex-
piry dates and were allegedly
beingrelabelled for resale. “We
recovered products worth
more than Rs 20 lakh. We also
recovered counterfeit labels
and stickers, forged nutrition-
valuelabels, fake barcodes and
batch labels,” the officer said.

E-commerce platforms
alerted

Accordingtothe police, one
of the most troubling aspects of
the case is the possibility that
the relabelled products may
have entered mainstream
supply chains and reached con-
sumers through e-commerce
platforms.

“The products were sup-

exploring tougher controls on how
manufacture information is
printed and reviewing disposal

liability:
Authorities and NHRC emphasize

for expired products
to prevent fraudulent relabelling.

pliedto linked toe-
commerce sellers in the Na-
tional Capital Region, from
where they may have been dis-
tributed to consumers across
the country,” an officer said.

dates printed on the packag-
ing,” an officer said.
‘Theworkerswould then use

We have it rie:

handheld ps

aswe probe the scale of the op-
eration,” the official said.

Police arrested seven
people, including the alleged
owner of the unit, Darshan
Singh Sachdeva, 70, a resident
of Greater Kailash.

How the operation
worked

Accordingto the police, the
accused followed a deceptively
simple method to carry out the
alleged fraud.

“They would first use
thinner, applied to paper or cot-
ton, to remove the original
manufacturing and expiry

in,
stamp fresh expiry dates, alleg-
edly extending the shelf life of
the products by five to six
months, depending on the
item, the officer said.

Ifthe original date could not
be completely erased, workers
allegedly pasted similarly sized
stickers carrying newly printed
dates over the existing labels to
conceal them, the officer
added.

The investigation has also
shed light on the supply net-
work that allegedly sustained
the operation.

During questioning, the ac-
cused told investigators that

they sourced near-expiry food
products from 60 to 70 sup-
pliers across several states, in-
cluding Punjab, Haryana, Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh, police said.

more than three years. “We are
also examining the nature of
his business before he shifted
tothe current premises,” an of-

“Most of the were
wholesalers. The accused pur-
chased goods from wherever
they could secure the steepest
discounts,” an officer said.

Investigators are now trying
to identify all the suppliers
linked to the operation and de-
termine the scale at which the
relabelled products may have
entered the market.

Accordingto the police, the
alleged operation was run by
Sachdeva, who had been oper-
ating from the Okhla godown
under the name Westend Cor-
poration Private Limited for

a, policear-
rested sixemployees, including
the unit's manager, accoun-
tant, operator, warehouse
keeper and twosupervisors. All
seven have been booked under
sections of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita related to the sale of
noxious food or drink, cheat-
ing, forgery and criminal con-
spiracy. Police said several
other workers were allegedly
engaged intampering withand
repackagingthe products. “The
‘workers employed at the unit
were paid around Rs 12,000 a
month and typically worked

Investi; nowtrying
todetermine thescale of theal-
leged distribution networkand
whether the entities involved
were aware that the products
had been repackaged.

“We are investigating how
thesetransactions were carried
out and whether those dealing
inthese products knew thatthe
items had been relabelled,”
another officer said.

“We are also seeking details
of the suppliers and the cus-
tomers towhom these products
weresold.”

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southeast) Hemant Ti-
wari said the investigation is
being led by Inspector Anil
Malik under the supervision of
Assistant Commissioner of Po-
lice (Sarita Vihar) Anil Sharma.

© TWO LAWYERS ADD COMFORTING FLAVOURS OF ODISHA TO DELHI'S PLATTER

A seat for Odisha at Delhi’s food table

Apart from running a cloud kitchen, the
duo also hosts ‘intimate sit-downs’ for
anywhere between 12 and 20 people

AnusreeKC
New Delhi, July 12

‘DIL WAALON ki Dilli’ has al-
ways welcomed migrants from
across the country — so much
so that some neighbourhoods
even carry the accent and
scents of other states. Punjabi
dhabas in some lane, Kerala
mealsinanother, Bengalisweet
shops tucked into a third.
Anubhuti Mishra and Aditi
Mohapatra, however, were of
the view there should be more
flavours from Odisha on Delhi’s
platter.

The two women, both law-
yers, run their cloud kitchen
venture ‘Rosei Ghara’ —where
one is served with homemade
Odia food. Aditi and Anubhuti
moved to Delhi for work from

Cuttack and Bhubaneswar in
2013 and 2015, respectively.
Over the years, they found
themselves missing the “spe-
cific mustard-sharp, spicy and
unmistakably flavours of

clubs’ —intimatesit-downs for
anywhere between 12 and 20
people — at their own or a
friend’s house, and sometimes
in partnership with venues
across the city.

They serve dahi bara aloo
dum, the quintessential Cut-
tack street snack made of soft
urad dal vadas soaked in but-
termilk, served alongside
ghugni (awhite pea curry) and
aspicy aloo dum, finished with

home”They started this raw onion,
outlet out of "sheer B green chilli and
homesickness". sev.

The two met Then there’s
throughamutual friend the badia piaji
in2021. Aditi recalls it | THEEVENTFUL | and nadia aloo
all started with dis- ° bara —
cussions on how they Clt smashed onion
miss Odia food in Delhi. fritters  and

“And then we just
decided to do it our-
selves.”

They began with home-
kitchen deliveries in October,
2024, and switched to a cloud
kitchen by March 2025.

They now host ‘supper

coconut-potato
cutlets — paired
with ambula rai, made of sun-
dried raw mangoes and a raw
mustard-coconut paste, and
amba khatta, a traditional
sweet and tangy raw mango
chutney.

But it is mudhi mangsho,
which pairs crispy, puffed rice
with a mutton curry, an unex-
pected combination of food
that enthrals your senses.

The dishes did not make it
to the menu without any trial
and error. Neither Aditi nor
Anubhuti were trained ata culi-
naryschool. They bothlearned
from their mothers and grand-
mothers — before starting to
cook under pressure once
they left home.

“The first thing T
ever cooked inmy life
was mutton,” Aditi
says. Setting up
the cloud
kitchen
required
learning every-
thing from scratch:
standardising recipes for

schedules, figuring out *
what could be frozenand |
portioned and what they
absolutely could .

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

not.

There have been some “mis-
steps” too. One early experi-
mentsaw them plating chhena
poda with maple
syrup and pista- 4
chio. “It tasted
very nice to
us,” Anub-
huti ad-

- family’s reputa-

mits, “but it may have alien-
_ ated the audience... as that
is not how [it’s traditionally
,’./ eaten].” It taught them
where the line sits between
authenticity and accessibil-
ity.
Aditi’s food memories
trace back to her grand-
' mother, who passed away
two years ago and who,
she says, built the

tionone mealata
time. “She fed
people amazing
_food. Anybody who

New Delhi

“knew us and our
family would know us because
of that.” Much of what ‘Rosei
Ghara’ serves today comes
straight from the recipes she
once cooked.

Anubhuti’s food memories
are less about the kitchen and
more about street food. She re-
members eatingadhi baraaloo
dum between tuition classes.

As for what's next, both are
wary of scaling too fast.
They would rather, as Aditi
says, “do it at a smaller scale
and do it well” than dilute the
idea by becominga franchise.

For now, the plan is more
supper clubs, more collabora-
tions with chefs working on
other regional cuisines, and
slowly making true their “ulti-
mate dream” of an Odia res-
taurant in Delhi.

They, however, aren’talone
inthis. Delhidoeshaveahand-
fulof other spacesserving Odia
food. There are ‘Dish of Odisha’
in Lodhi Colony; ‘OriBonng’ in
Gurgaon’s Sushant Lok;
‘Odisha Hotel’ which has
opened in Sainik Farm, and the
‘Odisha Bhawan’ in Chanakya-
puri.
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PIT WAS DUG TO DRAIN RAINWATER FROM FIELD, KIN BLAME FIELD OWNER

Two children drownin pit;
four missingin Yamuna

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 12

TWO CHILDREN, aged 8 and
10, drowned after they fell into
a pit filled with rainwater in
Outer-North Delhi’s Mukhmel-
pur village on Sunday, police
said. The deceased were ident-
ified as Ayush (8) and Nitesh
(10). Inaseparate incident, four
more children, who had goneto
the Yamuna for a bath in the
neighbouring Hiranki village,
went missing, officers said.

According to police, the pit
in Mukhmelpur village was dug
to drain excess rainwater from
a field. The boys, who were
playing with other children in
the fields behind their homes,
slipped and fell into the pitand
drowned, they said.

As other children raised an
alarm, villagers rushed to the
spot, pulled both out and took
them to a hospital where doc-
tors declared them dead, said
anofficer.

Acase of death due to negli-
gence was filed at Alipur police
station and a probe was
launched, police said. Prelim-
inary inquiry indicated that
farmers who tended the field

CBC 54103/13/0038/2627
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1 Pooja W/O, Mohd Rafiq Rio D-177,
Gali No 11, Ambedkar Colony,
Chattarpur Pahari, Chattarpur, South
Delhi - 110074 have changed my
name to Nazreen.

The pitin Outer-North Delhi’s Mukhmelpur village.

had dug the pits. As the families
of the deceased blamed the
field owner for the deaths,
the police said action will be
taken based on the findings of
the probe.

DCP (Outer-North) Shobhit
Saxenasaid the boyslived with
their family in Mukhmelpur.
Ayush studied in Class 2 and
Nitesh studied in Class 3. Both
were students of a nearby gov-
ernment school. The bodies
were sent to the mortuary at
Babu Jagjivan Ram Hospital.

Rescue op underway
The four minor boys who
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FOUIRRALISH OF COLEAGE

NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF FEDEX CARGO COMPLEX
AT NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OF
NAVI MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA

Hangar's.

support,

Maharashtra.

hitt;

E-tenders section: www.

20" July2026,17:00 hrsIST.

EOI or change / cancel the

whatsoever

Navi Mumbai International Airport Private Limited
("NMIALY) has been granted the right to develap, operate
and maintain the Navi Mumbai International Airport
("NMIA") on DBFOT basis, NMIAL proposes to undertake the
construction of the proposed general aviation (GA)

The scope of works includes, but not limited to, the
engineering, supply, fabrication, erection & installation,
integration, interfacing, testing, commissioning, obtaining
all requisite statutory approvals / licenses, warranty
rectification of defects, obligations during
Warranty Period/ defect rectification period, of the
proposed Construction of FedEx Cargo Complex at Navi
Mumbai International Airport of Navi Mumbai,

NMIAL invites responses to the Expression of Interest
("EOI") from qualified, experienced and reputed contractors
for above mentioned Warks for NIMIA,

Interested applicants may download and submit their
response to the EOI by registering on the NMIAL e-portal
[/nmiairport.abcprocure.com

For further details and msuu:nms please visit the
iairport.
The deadline for submission of the response to EOI is

Note: NMIAL reserves the right to reject any response to

tender process at any time

without prior notice or without assigning any reason

NAVI MUMBAIINTERNATIONAL AIRPORT PVT. LTD.

Email:nmial.tenders@adani.com
Website: www.nmiairport.co.in

are feared drowned in the Ya-
muna had gone to the river on
Sunday evening, police said.

A preliminary enquiry re-
vealed that five boys, aged be-
tween 14 and 15, had gonetothe
river. Four of them were caught
in a strong current and were
swept away. The fifth boy man-
aged to come out of the river
and raised an alarm, following
‘which locals working in nearby
fields rushed to help.

However, by the time assis-
tance reached, the four boys
had disappeared in the water,
police said.According to the po-
lice, a PCR call was received at

'EXPRESS special "

DU admission preferences shift : Dyal Singh,
Sri Venkateswara among top 6 choices

died after drowning in a water-
logged vacant plotin Samay
Pur Badli

® 0nJuly10,a 45-year-old

man died in North Delhi after
drowning in his flooded ground-
floor house
——

Alipur police station around
7:46 pm on Sunday. The caller
informed officers about
four boys who were feared
drowned near Thokar No.24in
Hiranki. A police team rushed
to the spot.

They also informed the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force,
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority, the Fire department
and the Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate concerned. A coordinated
search and rescue operation in-
volving all the agencies is cur-
rently underway, officers said.

Police said all efforts are
being made totrace the missing
children. Further legal pro-
ceedings will be initiated after
they are found, they said.

Illegal construction tobe
demolished in 72 hours of
detection: DDA issues SOP

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, July 12

UNAUTHORISED CON-
STRUCTION and encroach-
ment on Delhi Development
Authority (DDA)land will be de-
molished within 72 hours of de-
tection under a new Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) is-
suedbytheagency forits Flying
Squad Teams and Quick Re-
sponse Teams (QRTS).

The SOP was issued days
after Lieutenant Governor Tar-
anjit Singh Sandhu chaired a
meeting of the DDA's Advisory
Council and directed a zero-tol-
erance approach towards en-
croachment across the Capital,
accordingto the DDA.

Unauthorised construction
has come under the spotlight
after a recent collapse of a five-
storey building near Saket Metro
station in South Delhi’s
Mebhrauli that left six people
dead, and a fire at a B&B facility

inSouth Delhi’s Hauz Rani that
claimed 23 lives.

As many as 14 Flying Squad
Teams have been set up across
DDA zones to carry out regular
field inspections. These teams
are tasked with identifying un-
authorised constructionand en-
croachment at an early stage,
verifying land ownership and
status, and documenting viol-
ations through geo-tagged,
time-stamped photographs be-
fore submitting reports for en-
forcementaction.

Four Quick Response Teams
will undertake demolition and
removal operationsimmediately
uponidentification of violations
and completion of the requisite
legal procedures, wherever ap-
plicable, the DDA said. Their re-
sponsibilities include filing a
demolition report with geo-
tagged before-and-after photo-
graphs, videographing the exer-
cise if required and installing a
DDA ownership board at thesite.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant officers on their Balidan Diwas.

SH MOHINDER
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admission processat Delhi Uni-
versity (DU) this year has wit-
nessed a reshuffle in college
preferences opted by candi-
dates —with Dyal Singh College
breaking into the list of the six
most preferred colleges, and tra-
ditional frontrunners, including
Shri Ram College of Commerce
(SRCC), StStephen’sCollegeand
Miranda House not makingitto
thetop five, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

However, university officials
cautioned against drawing de-
finitive conclusions at thisstage,
saying the admission process is
still underway. They also at-
tributed the emerging trend
partly to differences in seat ca-
pacity across colleges.

“For instance, Dyal Singh
College has about 800 more
seats than St Stephen’s College.
That is probably one of the rea-
sons we are seeing some of the
traditional colleges moving out
of the top preferred list this
‘year,” asenior university official
told The Indian Express.

“Although it is too early to
conclusively analyse why this
changeishappening, webelieve
seatavailability could be anim-
portant factor,” the official said.

Preferences submitted by
candidates until 5.30 pm on
Sunday eveningsuggest thatthe
hierarchy of DU’s most sought-
after colleges continues to
evolveunder the Common Seat
Allocation System (CSAS), since
the Common University En-
trance Test (CUET) was intro-
duced in 2022, with this year’s
student preferences differing
markedly fromthoseseeninthe
previous year’sadmission cycle.

Thisyear, the most preferred

Traditional frontrunners, including Shri Ram College of Commerce,
are notamong the top five choices of candidates this year. rie

colleges also include Kirori Mal
College and Hansraj College, fol-
lowed by Hindu College, Sri
‘Venkateswara College, Ramjas
College and Dyal
Singh College.

The changing preferences
become evident when viewed
across the CUET era. In the first
year of CUET admissions in
2022, Ramjas College, Kirori Mal
College, Sri Venkateswara Col-
lege, Delhi College of Arts and
Commerce, Hansraj College
and SRCC featured among the
most preferred colleges.

In 2023, Kirori Mal emerged
as the most preferred college,
followed by Hindu and Hansraj.
In2025,again, the order was dif-
ferent, as SRCCtopped the chart
and Hindu College, Hansraj Col-
lege, St Stephen's College and
Miranda House followed.

This year, however, Kirori
Malisbackat thetop. Sri Venka-
teswara, Ramjas and Dyal Singh
are on the top spots, replacing
SRCC, StStephen’sand Miranda
House.

The trend also reflects the
changing dynamics of admis-
sions under CSAS. Unlike the
earlier cut-off based system,
candidates now submit a com-
prehensive order of programme

and college preferences after
their CUET scores are declared.
Thisallows them to factorin not
only the reputation of colleges,
but also seat availability, pre-
vious admission trends and the
likelihood of securing admis-
sion. Even asstudents appear to
be reassessing their choice of
colleges, their preferred pro-
grammes have remained re-
markably consistent.

ol itinue

and Political Science and Eng-
lishand Economics. In terms of
first-choice selections, B.Com
(Honours) remained the most
preferred programme with
48,336 first preferences, fol-
lowed by BA (Honours) Political
Science and B.Sc. (Honours)
Zoology.

As of Sunday evening,
2.73,751 candidates had signed
uponthe CSAS portal, of whom
2,18,284 completed their regis-
trations. More than 2.06 lakh
applicants had submitted their
programme and college prefer-
ences.

‘Women continue to out-
number men in the admissions
process. Of the candidates who
completed registration, 1,20,509
arewomenand 97,775 men, con-
tinuing the trend seen last year
when women constituted just
over 53% of applicants.

Competition remains in-
tense, with over two lakh vying
for around 71,600 UG seats
across 73 programmes offered
by 69 coll 1dacademicde-

to dominate admissions five
yearsintothe CUET era. Univer-
sity data shows B.Com (Hon-
ours)and B.Com remain the two
‘mostsought-after programmes
this year, followed by BA (Hon-
ours) English, BA (Honours)
Political Science, the BA Pro-
gramme combination of His-
tory and Political Science, BA
(Honours) History and B.Sc.
(Honours) Zoology.

The pattern broadly mirrors
last year’s admissions. In 2025,
B.Com (Honours) received 1990
lakh programme preferences,
followed by B.Com with 15.26
lakh and BA (Honours) English
with12.23lakh. Among BA Pro-
gramme combinations, History
and Political Science attracted
the highest number of prefer-
ences, followed by Economics

200% hike in 50-yr interest-free
capex loan for Delhi from Centre

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, July 12

THE CENTRE has approved all
28 infrastructure projects pro-
posed by the Delhi government
underthe Special Assistance to
States for Capital Investment
(SASCI)schemeatatotal cost of
Rs1,647 crore —a hike of nearly
200% of the amount sanc-
tioned last year. The Centre
has also sanctioned an addi-
tional Rs 756 crore as an
incentive in recognition of
Delhi’s efforts to increase capi-
tal expenditure from its own
resources, officials said on
Sunday.

Under the SASCI scheme,
managed by the Ministry of Fi-
nance, the Centre provides
long-term, 50-year interest-free
loans to states and union terri-
toriestoboost capital spending.
It also provides incentives tied
to reforms and capital invest-
ment by states.

Projects linked to Delhi
Metro, Barapullah Elevated
Corridor, Karawal Nagar

FEDBANK FINANCI

This s to inform the public at large that FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. has decided to conduct Auction of Gold ornaments belonging to accounts (mentioned below) which are
NPA (Non-performing Asset) or margin breach account/s or any account/s falling into the loan recall clause as specified in the terms & condition of the Loan. The Auction would be
held as per the schedule provided below:

Flyover, EV charging stations at
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) depots, and other
road infrastructure works are
among the 28 projects that have

ment Nt projects ef-
fecuvely, shesaid.

SASCI was launched in
2020-21 amid the financial
stress caused by the Covid-19

got a ight from the
CentreonJuly9,accordingtoa
statement from the Chief Min-
ister’s Office.

In the previous financial
year, the Capital had received
Rs 825 crore under thisscheme
for works under Delhi Metro
Phase IV project,improvement
of roads and drains and other
infrastructure works.

ChiefMinister Rekha Gupta
said her government had
prioritised the scheme from the
very beginning and consist-
ently urged the Centre to ap-
prove Delhi’s infrastructure
projects under SASCI.

“As a result, all 28 projects
proposed by the Delhi govern-
ment were approved on July 9.
This approval reflects the
Centre’s confidence in the
Delhi government’s commit-
ment to reforms, financial dis-
cipline and its ability to imple-

SERVICES LTD.

Last year, after the
BJP government came to
power in Delhi after 27 years,
the Centre had included Union
Territories with legislatures —
Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir
and Puducherry - under the
scheme.

‘The 2026-27 Union Budget
allocated Rs 2 lakh crore as
50-year, interest-free capex
loans for states under SASCI.
Under the programme, while
Rs 75,000 crore is ‘untied’ - or
provided without any condi-
tions - the majority is tied to
the reform performance of
each state across a variety of
spheres ranging from power,
mining, agriculture, and public
finance, among others. As
such, the better a state per-
forms on these reform criteria,
the more they can avail from
the ‘tied’ component of the pro-
gramme.

V!
partments. Inaddition, the uni-
versity is offering nearly 150
combinations under the BA
Programme.

The university was sched-
uled to release simulated ranks
by5pmonSunday, allowingap-
plicants to assess their likely
position before seat allocation.
Candidates can revise their pro-
gramme and college prefer-
ences until 4.59 pmon July 13.

The first CSAS allocation list
will be announced on July 16,
after which successful candi-
dateswill have toaccept theiral-
lotted seats by July 18. Colleges
will complete verification by
July20, whilethelastdate for fee
payment in the first round is
July 21. The second allocation
list is scheduled to be released
onJuly25.

o Skywatch

Forecast: July13,2026
Partly cloudy sky.
Strong surface winds
duringthe day.
MAX:36-38
2.5°Cabove normal

MIN: 26-28

0.7°Cabove normal
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TION NOTICE

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
SECOND-IN-COMMAND DIGVIJAY PAL SINGH

[ istrict auction date : 23/07/2026

Online auction date : 24/07/2026

ITBP salutes its braveheart Second-in-Command
Digvijay Pal Singh of 7th Battalion, who made the
supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on this day in
| |Uttarakhand in 2020.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidant Veer Balidani
Assistant Sub Constable
Inspector Sandeep Kumar
Misri Lal Meena Yadav
96 Bn 96 Bn
13-3-1969 To 25-41992 To
13-7-2018 I 13-7-2018

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Assistant Sub Inspector
Misri Lal Meena and Constable Sandeep Kumar Yadav of 96 Bn, who
made the supreme sacrifice after being injured in cowardly attack by
terrorists in Anantnag district, Jammu & Kashmir on 13 July 2018.
CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go
in vain.

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Constable Constable
Bhopal Singh K. Sankaran
79 Bn 79 Bn
1-8-1966 To 5-6-1954 To
13-7-1989 1371989

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn tribute to Constable Bhopal
Singh and Constable K. Sankaran of 79 Bn, who made the supreme
sacrifice in a_cowardly attack by militants in Srinagar, Jammu &
Kashmir on 13 July 1989. CRPF salutes the bravehearts and pledges
never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable C. Vittal Reddy of
18 Bn, who made the supreme sacnﬁce
C. Vittal Reddy [while bravely countering an ambush
Bn [insurgents during an operation i
7. o |Tripura on 13 July 1999. CRPF salutes
10-7-1977 To
the braveheart and pledges never to let
13-7-1999 | his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani
Constable
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Base Branch - Noida Hosiyarpur 9958525538 District - BHANGEL 9958525538 FEDGL04520003524, 003587, 004136, 004319, 004410, 004462 Base Branch - Vijay Nagar Ghaiabad
8178609427 Di GT Road 8178609427 , 006120, 006285 Base Branch - Adarsh Nagar - Contact: 9582229557 District - Adarsh Nagar - Contact:
9582229557 _ FEDGL04480002708 Base Branch - Bardarpur - Contact: 9716913319 District - Khirki Village - Contact: 9555400035 FEDGLO1090009150, 010114, 010246, 010307,
010389, 011399, 011708, 011809, 011901, 011940, 012006, 012116, 012246, 012937 Base Branch - Bhajanpura - Contact: 9540482802 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648
, 005615, 005634 Base Branch - Bhogal - Contact: 9015435154 District - Khirki Village - Contact: 9555400035 FEDGL04000003760, 003845
Base Branch - BudhVihar - Contact: 9818181650 District - Rohini Sector 16 - Contact: 9315890305 FEDGL03440003715, 013570, 014191, 014563, 014732, 015663 Base Branch -
Chanderlok - Contact: 9953244095 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606643 FEDGL03460002781, 002833, 003639, 004211, 004483, 005006, 005698, 005711, 008763, 008988
Base Branch - Delhi Shayam Nagar - Contact: 9654194985 District - Delhi Shayam Nagar - Contact: 9654194985 FEDGL03880001950, 005317 Base Branch - Deoli - DELHI - Contact:
8800840162 District - Khirki Village - Contact: 9555400035 FEDGLO4990004596, 004610, 004624, 004748, 004998, 005087, 005092, 005176 Base Branch - Dilshad Garden - Contact
8126716060 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648 FEDGL00820005547, 007792, 008239, 008342, 008873, 008985, 010339, 010371, 010372, 010400 Base Branch - Geeta
Colony - DELHI - Contact: 9971702021 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648 FEDGL04970002308 Base Branch - Hari Nagar - Contact: 8755647157 District - Patel Nagar -
Contact: 7011407399 FEDGLOS530000131, 000337 Base Branch - INDERPURI - Contact: 9711462040 District - Inderpuri - Contact: 9711462040 FEDGL04740000034, 000043, 000044,
000045, 000046, 000047, 000070, 000075, 000079, 000081 Base Branch - Inderpuri - Contact: 9711462040 District - Inderpuri - Contact: 9711462040 FEDGL04360006738, 007081
Base Branch - Karawal Nagar - Contact: 8527377827 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648 FEDGL03280008505, 011347, 011394, 011619, 012709, 014196, 014332 Base
Branch - Khanpur - Contact 9911995078 Distit - Kirk Vilage - Contact: 9555400035 FEDGLO0810005632, 007645, 007766 Base Branch - Kirki Vilage - Contact: 9555400035
hirki Village - 3 , 003310, 002426, 005738, 005780 Base Branch - Kirari - Contact: 9716705151 District - Rohini Sector 16 -
e i~ Contact: 701 Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648 FEDGL04680001230, 001232 Base Branch
- Mayur Vihar Phase 3 - Contact: 7982025335 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648 FEDGL03680011540, 011557 Base Branch - Narela - Contact: 8708765572 District -
Adarsh Nagar - Contact: 9582229557 FEDGL03260009332, 009339, 009513 Base Contact: 8800379452 Distr Nagar - Contact: 7011407399
FEDGLO3530006400, 006472, 006513, 006819, 006821 - Contact: 701 | Nagar - ontact: 7011407399 FEDGLO1420002608 Base Branch
- Rani bagh - Contact: 8860289891 District - Rohini Sector 16 - Contact: 9315890305 , 005408 Rohini - C
District - Rohini Sector 16 - Contact: 9315890305 FEDGLO1340004202, 010055, 010107 Base Branch - Rohini Sector 16 - Contact: 9315820305 Distrct - Rohini Sector 16 - Contact
9315890305 FEDGLO3610005148, 005193, 005214, 005319, 005428, 005444 Base Branch - Sadar Bazzar - Contact: 8010205140 District - Inderpuri - Contact: 9711462040
FEDGLO3870004648, 006174, 006211 Base Branch - Tagore Garden - DELHI - Contact: 9582561516 District - Patel Nagar - Contact: 7011407399 FEDGL04980001683 Base Branch
- Tughlakabad - Contact: 9027252942 District - Khirki Village - Contact: 9555400035 FEDGL04310000515, 002853, 003108, 003133, 003275, 003296 Base Branch - Vishwas Nagar -
Contact: 7838606648 District - Vishwas Nagar - Contact: 7838606648 005671, 005807

Change in Venue or Date, if any, will our Website nue/. Customer who want to release their ornaments
shall visit any of the above branch/es or contact at the number mentioned above on/or before auction Date subject to the terms and condition applicable. Auction will be conducted
at respective Districts. In case the auction does not get completed on the given date due to any reasons, the auction in respect thereto shall be conducted on subsequent working days
at distic level a per above schedule. This would continue tl the aucion process i over. On aiure of the irst offne aucton atDitrct evel, aucton will also be nitiated through the
E-auction platforms of SAMIL https://gold.samil.in and/or Technologies Ltd

All participating bidders will be
Dated : 13.07.2026
Place : Delhi

ith respect rejection of bids submitted by them.
For, sd/- Authorised Signatory
Fedbank Financial Services Ltd.,

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

New Delhi
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Special Mention
In Auckland

'UNION MINISTER Hardeep
Singh Puri found a special
mention in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s address to
the Indian diasporain
Auckland on Saturday. This
was inrelation to the sacred
Jore Sahib, the footwear of
Sikh Guru Gobind Singh
and Mata Sahib Kaur, pre-
served by the former diplo-
mat’s family over generat-
ions. Inviting the Sikh
community to pay homage
totherelics at Patna Sahib,
the Guru’s birthplace where
they are currently placed,
the PMalsounderlined
theirjourney to Delhi from
Punjab with his Cabinet col-
league’s family, until the
final handover to the Sikh
Sangat.

Hooked
and Booked

THE PAWAR family has
another reason to celebrate.
After the recent wedding of
Supriya Sule’s daughter Re-
vati, preparations are now
on for Rajya Sabha MP Parth
Pawar’s engagement. Parth,
son of former deputy Chief
Minister late Ajit Pawar and
Sunetra Pawar, the current
deputy CM, issetto geten-
gaged to Kayanat Dhar later
this month. Family friends
say the match had Ajit Pa-
war’s blessinglong before it
was finalised. Kayanat’s ap-
pearance alongside Parth at
Revati’s wedding had
already set off whispersin
political circles. Those
whispers are now set to end
with alow-key engagement
ceremony in Pune. Only
close family and friends

are expected toattend the
function.

True or False

THREEIPS officers of
AGMUT cadre, who avoided
reporting to their new post-
ings forabout ayear, under-
went medical examinations
at ATIMS after the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs or-
dered checks to verify their
health claims. A nine-
member AIIMS medical
board interviewed and

i h

Donation theft: RSS expresses ‘grief’,
says probe will reach a ‘decisive turn’

ENS&PTI
Bengaluru, July12

CONCLUDING THE three-day
annual Akhil Bharatiya Prant
Pracharak Baithak in Belagavi
on Sunday, the RSS expressed
“grief” over the alleged Ram
temple donation theftand fund
embezzlement while voicing
confidence that the ongoing
SIT probe and police action
would reach a “decisive turn”,

The issue came up during
the concluding day of the RSS”
annual Baithak, where the or-
ganisation also reviewed its
training activities, centenary
year programmes and dis-
cussed issues ranging from
population imbalance to drug
abuse.

Accordingtoastatement is-
sued by the RSS: “In the meet-
ing, everyone expressed grief
over the incident of irregular-
ities in the counting of the do-
nation box offerings at the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir,
and expressed confidence that
the ongoing SIT and police ac-
tion, initiated at the request of
the Teerth Kshetra Nyas, will
reach adecisive turn.”

The Sangh said it also ex-
pected the Teerth Kshetra Nyas
“to ensure that no such inci-
dentoccursin the future which
could hurt the reverence and
deep faith of all Ram Bhakts to-
ward the Ram Mandir.”

An FIR was registered on
June 25 following a preliminary
report by the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT), which was

AAP national convenor Arvmd Ke]nwal dunng the launchofa
Ram

am
Delhl on Sunday. i

constituted by the Uttar Pra-
desh government.

The three-day meeting,
held from July 10 to 12, con-
cluded in the presence of RSS
Sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhag-
wat, Sarkaryavah Dattatreya
Hosabale and 226 karyakartas.

Accordingtotherelease, the
meeting reviewed training
camps conducted after March
2026, statingthat 83 Sangh Shik-
sha Vargs and 12 Karyakarta
Vikas Vargs were organised
across the country, training a
total of 18,842 swayamsevaks.

The training covered sub-
jects — daily shakha (daily
camps), Sangh karya paddhati
(worksystem), Gram Vikas (vil-
lage development), Kutumba

theft, inNew

Prabodhan (lecture on family
values), disaster management
and environment.

The meeting also held de-
tailed discussions on imple-
menting action plans at the
shakha level, expanding shak-
has during September under
the Shakha Vistar Yojana
(Shakha expansion pro-
gramme), reviewing pro-
grammes completed as part of
the Sangh'’s centenary year and
planning the remainingsched-
uled events.

TheRSS said plans were dis-
cussed to actively engage
people who came into contact
through various centenary year
programmes in social work and
the Panch Parivartan initiative.

'EXPRESS special

Ram temple trust to
decide CEO’s powers,
no govt interference,
says Nripendra Misra

Press Trust of India
Ayodhya, July12

RAM TEMPLE Construction
Committee Chairman Nrip-
endra Misra on Sunday stated
that the responsibilities and
powers of the first-ever Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the
Ayodhya temple will be deter-
mined by the temple Trust.

The primary responsibility
ofthe CEO will be to uphold the
faith of the devotees in the
trust, he said.

“The new CEO will also
oversee financial arrange-
ments,” Misra told reporters in
Ayodhya, adding that there
won’t be any “government in-
terference” in the functioning
of the trust or its CEO.

Misra added that ensuring
that devotees visiting Ayodhya
receive all necessary amenities
and maintaining their trust in
the temple will be among
the new CEO’s initial responsi-
bilities.

“Inaway, the CEO will work
as an assistant of the trust, sans
government interference,”
Misra said, noting that a three-

member panel has been set up
to recommend suitable candi-
dates for CEO’s post to the trust.
Ultimately, it is up to the
trust to determine how much
authority todelegate tothe CEO,
‘who will be responsible for ar-
ranging their own staff, while
everything remains under the
trust’s purview, Misra stated.
On July 6, the trust anno-
uncedathree-member commit-
teecomprisingjustice (retd) Pra-
mod Kohli, lieutenant general
(retd) Vishnukant Chaturvedi
and former NIT Raipur chairper-
son Suresh Haware to screen
candidates for the CEO's post.
Misra denied when asked if
he would attend the meetings
of the committee tasked with
recommending names for the
CEO post. He also claimed that
there have been no complaints
from devotees visiting the Ram
temple, and that they feel posi-
tively about their experience.
Regarding any potential
changes in the temple trust,
Mishra noted, “No decisions
were made in my presence.” He
also clarified he did not attend
the trust meeting on July 6.

Amid negotiations, 10 AIADMK MLAs likely
toswitchas V1]ay s TVK nears majority mark

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, July 12

WHAT BEGAN inside the Chief
Minister C Joseph Vijay-led
TVK in Tamil Nadu as a dis-
creet political exercise — infor-
mally referred to by party in-
siders as “Operation L” — now
appears to be entering its deci-
sive phase.

According to sources in-
volved in ongoing negotiations
between TVK leaders and dis-
sident AIADMK MLAs, around
10 MLAs of the Opposition
party are likely to resign their
Assembly seats and join the rul-
ing outfit before August 15.

Ifthat timetable holds, such
resignations may coincide with
the Election Commission (EC)’s
expected ofthe

h July7.
Theboard’s findings will
now be sent to the ministry.
Theboard’s report will deter-
mine whether their absence
was medically justified or
whether they overstated
healthissuestoavoid their
postings.

next round of Assembly by-
polls. “This process will largely
be completed before Indepen-
denceDay,” said asenior leader
involved in the negotiations.
“The objective is to finish the
political transition before the
bypolls schedule begins.”

CM Vijay-led TVKs tally in
Assembly stands at 107. ri.e

The latest phase follows a
steady stream of resignations
over pastseveral weeks. Of the 25
AIADMK MLAs who had defied
the party whip and backed
Vijay’s bid to form government
in May, nearly half have either
crossed over to TVK or are pos-
siblyin the process of doingit.

In the 234-member TN As-
sembly, seven seats are vacant
now, reducing its strength to
227.The TVK'stally is 107

C Vijayabaskar and M R Vi-
jayabhaskar joined the TVK re-
cently after resigning as MLAs,
alongside former ministersMS
M Anandan, S Valarmathi and
several former MLAs and dis-
trict-level functionaries.
Earlier, four AIADMK MLAs
had resigned and crossed overto
TVK, reducing the Opposition’s
numerical strength and taking
the ruling party closer to a ma-
jority mark. Senior leaders said
the next batch is expected toin-
clude MLAs politically aligned
withinfluential AIADMK figures
such as S P Velumani and C Ve
Shanmugam, both of whom are
regarded as among the party’s
strongest regional power cen-
tres. As per TVK and AIADMK
sources, both leaders them-
selves are expected to join TVK
beforeJuly-end orearly August.
The negotiations, sources
said, extend well beyond simple
defections. Those looking to
quittheirseatsare beingassured
opportunities to recontest up-
coming bypolls on TVK tickets.

Former AIADMK

enior ito

have been promised Cabinet
positions if re-elected, while
others may be accommodated
in TVK as district secretaries
and office-bearers, sourcessaid.
A senior AIADMK leader,
widely believed to be preparing
to switch sides, said the exodus
reflected years of frustration
ratherthansudden political op-
portunism. “Ttwas EPS’swish to
remain general secretary until
his last day,” the leader said.
“Many of us waited even after
losing district secretary posts.
There was no meaningful at-
tempt to resolve the crisis.”
‘The removal of district sec-
retaries loyal to mﬂuentlal

A senior TVK functionary
said at least five heavyweights
from AIADMK are expected to
find placesin Vijay’s Cabinet, in-
cluding Velumani, Shanmu-
gam, CVijayabaskarand MR Vi-
jayabhaskar. If realised, the
exercise would reduce Vijay’s
dependence on post-poll allies
while simultaneously trans-
planting experienced district-
level political machinery into a
party that remains organisa-
tionally young.

‘What appears different this
timeisthescaleand sequencing.
Rather than attempting a major
political coup, the TVK has
chosen inductions in phases.

leaders, particularl

had accelerated internal dissat
isfaction within AIADMK, sev-
eral party leaders said.

For many MLAs, the calcu-
lations are also practical. With
AIADMK reduced to 41 MLAs
following resignations and
TVK steadily consolidating
power, many MLAs fear uncer-
tain electoral prospects if they
remain in AIADMK.

e
before crossing over appearsto
have been a consistent feature
of Vijay’s strategy. MDMK gen-
eral secretary Vaiko said Vijay
had requested him to persuade
party’s two MLAs elected on
DMK’s symbol to resign their
seats before aligning with TVK,
promising to campaign during
bypolls. The MLAs, however,
chose to remain with DMK.

BANKIPUR BYPOLL

Why BJP candidate
switch in Nabin’s
seat can give ammo
toKishor’s bid

Santosh Singh
Patna, July 12

‘THEBJP’Sdecisiontoreplaceits
candidate in the high-profile
Bankipur seat bypoll has added
anew dimension to an already
closely watched contest.

‘While the Jan Suraaj Party
(JSP) founder Prashant Kishor’s
decision to enter the Bankipur
fray has already drawn atten-
tion, the withdrawal of BJP’s
original nominee over his
father’s conviction in the fodder
scam has provided the Opposi-
tion, pam‘cularly Kishor, with a

JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar with
BJP’s Bankipur candidate Neeraj
Kumarin Patna on Sunday. p1i

1995. Nabin has won it comfort-
ably since 2005. But the party

campaign issug erred in screening Kumar. His
BJ IPhadmmally fielded Ab-  father, Ravindra Prasad, is
hishek Kumar, considered amongthose convicted in the
close to the party presi- fodder scam, and it was
dent Nitin Nabin, for only a matter of time be-
the bypoll. Soon, fore the issue surfaced,”
Kumar withdrew his the BJPleader said.
nomination, citing [ ] “When BJP leader-
“family reasons”. The ship realised Kishor was

party then named

Neeraj Kumar Sinha, a first-
timer, who is seen as close to
Nabin.

The Bankipur contest has
now evolved into a triangular
fight with RJD fielding Rekha
Gupta, the runner-up in 2025
Assembly election. Kishor has
sought to project this bypoll as
a“referendum” on the political
choices of Bihar’s urban elec-
torate. Calling Bankipur “the
political and administrative
heart of Bihar”, he said the con-
stituency should vote beyond
caste considerations.

Asenior BJPleader acknowl-
edged that the party had “mis-
judged” its initial candidate se-
lection in Bankipur. “BJP’s
confidence comes from the fact
we have retained this seat since

preparing to campaign
aggressively ontheissue, adeci-
sion was taken to replace the
candidate. We remain confi-
dent, but the controversy is
likely toremain part of the cam-
paign,” theleader added.

RJD national spokesperson
Subodh Kumar Mehta said,
“Our candidate secured over
46,000 votes in 2025 polls
against Nabin. Every party
workson itsownsocial coalition
alongside the development
agenda. A three-cornered con-
test gives us an opportunity.”

Kishorhastried to framethe
contest in broader political
terms. “This election isa test for
Bihar’s urban voters and
whether they are willing to em-
brace an alternative political
narrative.”

Minister says Central
Vista should be called
Kartavya Bhawan area

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 12

'UNION MINISTER for Housing
and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal
onSundaysaid the Central Vista
area, which covers the stretch
from Rashtrapati Bhawan to
India Gate, should nowbe called
the “Kartavya Bhawan area”,
named after the new secretariat
buildings.

Speaking at the CPWD’s
172nd foundation day event, he
said that like Vice-Regal Lodge
and Council House built by the
British were renamed Rashtra-
pati Bhawan and Parliament
after Independence, the entire
area should now be called Kar-
tavya Bhawan area.

The government is in the
processof redevelopment of the

| area, with 10 new secretariat

MILITANCY DID NOT EMERGE IN PUNJAB BECAUSE OF ONE FILM, LEADER OR EVENT, IT GREW ON ACCOUNT OF POLITICAL GRIEVANCES & FAULTLINES

Satluj saga: How a film shining light on a tragedy cannot reignite militancy

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

BY MANRAJ GREWAL
SHARMA

AWEEKLY DISPATCH ON
THE POLITICS AND IDEAS
SHAPING NORTH INDIA

ITTOOK barely two days forthe
film “Satluj”, marking

count of accumulated political
grievances. The reorganisation
of Punjab in 1966 left several
contentiousissues unresolved -
fromsharingof river watersand
Chandigarh to the question of
greater autonomy. These griev-
ancesdid notautomatically pro-
duce violence, but they created
fertile ground for alienation.

Dark period

Thesituation worsened with
aseries of political and admin-
istrative missteps. The 1978 Nir-
ankari clash in Amritsar on Bai-
sakhi, in which 13 Sikh
protesters — who were led by
Jarnail Singh Bt

and removal on the OTT plat-
form ZEES, to drag Punjab’s
“dark decade” back into every-

werekilled and theaccused later
acquitted. The incident cata-
pulted Bhindranwale, the then
1chiefofthe Sikh

ions.Intheborder  newly:
belt of Majha, which bore the  seminary Damdami Taksal, to
bruntofboth militancyand po- ~ prominence.

liceaction, eldersstill recall that
painwith asingle Punjabi word:
Santaap. Suffering. That mem-
ory, more than any fllm ex-
plainswhy Punjabi: to

Then followed aseries of kill-
ings, beginning with the assas-
sinations of the Nirankari chief
Gurbachan Singh in 1980, and
thenof Punjab. ieditor Lala

revisit those years.

Militancy did not emerge in
Punjab because of one film, one
speech, one leader or any one
event. It grew over years on ac-

Jagat Narain, a fierce critic of
Bhindranwale, in 1981. Bhin-
dranwale was a suspect in both
the cases but was let off, with
then Union home minister Zail

Singh himselftelling Parliament
that there was no evidence
againsthim. The Congress, then
led by PM Indira Gandhi, was
tryingtobuild up Bhindranwale
as a counterweight to SAD, the
regional party thathad mounted
one of the fiercest resistances to
the Emergency with thousands
ofits activists sent tojail.

Soon Bhindranwale became
alaw unto himself, running a
parallel administration fromthe
Golden Temple complexafter he
shifted there with an armed
band of followers in 1982. Find-
ing themselves on a weak gro-
und, fragmented Akali leaders
allied with him to launch Dha-
ram Yudh Morcha to demand
greater autonomy for Punjab.

The botched up talks be-
tween the Centreand the Akalis
proved to be the last straw. The
subsequent fortification of the
Golden Temple complexin1983
(DIG A S Atwal was shot dead
moments after stepping out of
the complex), June 1984 Oper-
ation Blue Star, the assassin-
ation of Indira Gandhi in Oc-
tober 1984 and subsequent
horrific anti-Sikh massacres,
transformed a political crisis
intoa full-blown insurgency.

People attend Satluj screening in Amritsar on Sunday. ani

Militancy flare-up

Alongside political concerns
were intensely personal griev-
ances. Maj Gen Shabeg Singh, a
hero of the 1971 war who helped
Bhindranwale fortify the Golden
‘Temple complex, was dismissed
fromthe Armyshortly before re-
tirement on what were widely
seen as trumped-up corruption
charges. Gurbachan Singh Ma-
nochahal —whowould laterbe-
come one of Punjab’s most
dreaded terrorists after floating
amilitant outfit called BTFK ~
had been dismissed from the
army after he broke the nose of
an officer who had hurled an
abuse at him for coming late
from leave.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Once violence had taken
root, arms, training and logis-
tical support flowed freely from
across the border. The late Kan-
war Pal Singh Dhami, president
of Akal Federation, who crossed
over to Pakistan after fleeing
from the Golden Temple com-
plexduring Operation Blue Star,
later recounted his shock when
an ISI brigadier showed him a
‘model of Golden Temple and his
exactlocation inside it.

The years that followed
plunged Punjab into an abyss of
violence and fear. Militants un-
leashed waves of assassinations,
bombings, massacres, and Tali-
bani diktats onwhat towearand
how to celebrate, while the

state’s counter-insurgency drew
allegations of excesses. Many
Hindu traders fled Punjab. Ordi-
nary Punjabis bore the brunt of
the conflict as ideologues such
as the London-based Sohan
Singh exploited the turmoil to
advance the cause of Khalistan,
aided by the Pakistani networks.

Khalrasarc

It could be argued that the
Diljit Dosanjh-starrer “Satluj”,
based onthelifeof human rights
activist Jaswant Singh Khalra,
does not tell the complete story
of Punjab militancy. It does not,
because it never set out todoso.
It tells the story of one man,
Khalra, who challenged the ex-
cesses that marked the state’s
victory over militancy.

Khalra, a social activist and
bank director in Amritsar, was

tion to look at this ugly reality.
After his abduction and killing
in1995, the CBI confirmed 2,097
unlawful cremations at these
three Amritsar sites as per its
1996 report, and the NHRC later
acknowledged about 2,059 “il-
legal cremations”.

‘Then Punjab DGP KPS Gill,
dubbed “supercop”bythe police
personnel and his admirers for
quashing militancy in the state,
often argued that human rights
campaigns “undermined” the
hard-won peace. Many others
believe Khalra reminded the
country that the rule of law can-
not become a casualty even in
thefightagainstterror. Both per-
spectives continue to coexist in
Punjab’s public memory.

To suggest that a film could
reignite militancy by opening
old wounds is perverse logic.

drawnto hefound
thebody of a colleague who had
gone missing, cremated as un-
claimed. A closerlookatthereg-
isters at the three cremation
grounds in Amritsar showed
2,000 unclaimed bodies. Par-
ents had long agonised about
sons picked up for questioning
by the Punjab Police who never
returned. Khalra forced the na-

New Delhi

dywasnotbornin
acinemahall. Itgrew fromyears
of unresolved political tangles.
‘Those complex circ

buildings proposed. So far, the
government has completed
three of the buildings and
named them Kartavya Bhawan
1,2 and 3, while also renaming
Rajpath as Kartavya Path.

“So farwe have been calling
it Central Vista, from now on
please call it Kartavya Bhawan
area,” the Minister said, adding
that this should be reflected in
documents as well.

Speaking of the new transfer
policy rolled out this year, he said
some officials welcomed it as
they did not have to seek refer-
ences from senior officials and
leaders, but there were some at
the same post for 30 years who
werenotashappy. “They started
gettingsifarish references]. But,
TIsaid transfers will go through
for now; they may get trans-
ferred again next year.”

Prove 25,000
missing or illegally
cremated' claim:
Minister Bittu to
Satluj makers

Ludhiana: The makers of the
film Satluj cannot use “creative
freedom” as shield to present
“disputed claims as established
history”, Union Minister Rav-
neet Singh Bittu on Sunday said.

He said he would consider
allavailable constitutional and
legal options “to ensure that
historical facts are not misrep-
resented before the nation”.

“I challenge the producer
and director of Satlujto place be-
fore the people of Punjab the
complete documentary evi-
dence, official records, judicial
findingsand authenticated data
that conclusively establish the
figure of 25,000 missing or il-
legally cremated bodies as por-
trayed in the film,” Bittu, MoS for
Railways and Food Processing
Industries, said ina

could notbe recreated by a film.
But they can be forgotten. And
toforget history, even afairly re-
cent one, is to repeat it. That is
dangerous.
manraj.grewal@expressin-

dia.com

“Ifthe figure isbased merely
on an estimate or allegation,
why has it been projected as an
established historical fact?” said
Bittu, the grandson of Beant
Singh, then PunjabCMwhowas
assassinated in 1995. ENS
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Theloopholes thatled to Maharashtra TET leak

Mohamed Thaver,
Manish Kumar Pathak
&Pallavi Smart

Bhiwandi, Mumbai, July 12

THE QUESTION papers were
meant to be “highly secure”.
Over six lakh teachers were to
appear for the Maharashtra
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET)
20260nJune28at1,028 centres.
The papers had been printed at
apress in Agra whose identity
was kept confidential, in
keeping with the long-standing
practice of printing papers out-
side the state for secrecy.

Allittooktodefeat thiswasa
shoe.

Between June 15 and 17, an
employee at the press slipped
copies of question papers under
theinsoleof hisshoeand walked
pastsecurity guards, former Ar-
mymen who frisked his clothes
but never checked his footwear.

The TET has two papers,
Paperland Paper2,and twosets
ofeach had been printed, sothat
one set could be picked at ran-
dom and handed over on exam
day. Overthreedays, all foursets
were smuggled out, defeating
that safeguard too. For this, the
employee and two associates
‘were paid Rs 8,000 and prom-
isedaplotofland.

“Wewereshocked tofind out
that the question papers which
‘would impact six lakh teachers
‘were handed over for as little as
Rs8,000,”anofficertold Theln-
dian Express.

Unlike other paper leaks,
where paper setters or senior
management were found in-
volved, thisoperation needed no
one important. Its alleged
mastermind, Bijendra Gupta, a
former coaching class teacher,
nowabsconding, had turned the
examsystem’sown safety proto-
colonitshead.

Question papers for Maha-
rashtra’sexaminations have tra-
ditionally been printed outside
thestate. Thelogic wasthat em-
ployeesatpressesinotherstates
would neither be interested nor
able to read the contents, help-
ingmaintainsecrecy. According
to senior officials in the state’s
School Education Department,
the press'sidentity iskept confi-
dential, its name omitted from
all official communication.

Gupta’s model, as police de-
scribe it, made th irrel-

The Agra press where the question papers for TET were printed

arrived for printing, he leaked.
“We suspect he did not know
which papers would come for
printing there. However, when
hismenatthese presses handed
himaparticular question paper,
Gupta tapped into the coaching
classes network of that state to
gettoclients,” asenior IPS officer
from Thane police said.

‘The Agra press, Mahim Pat-
ranPvtLtd, has printed question
papers for examinations con-
ductedbyt

1traState

evant. Instead of targeting a par-
ticular exam, he identified
presses across states known to
getcontracts for printingout-of-
state question papers and culti-
vated contacts there. Whatever

Adamaged road is seen near a landslide site following overnight
rainfall, in Shimla on Sunday. p1i

HEAVY SHOWER ALERT FOR EAST, N-E
Week-long rain break
in most parts of country

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, July12

‘WITH NATIONWIDE rain defi-
cit down to 15% in July from
40%inJune, themonsoon rain-
fall will take a week-long break
frommajor parts of the country,
including the south peninsula,
northwest and central India re-
gions, the IMD said on Sunday.
On the other hand, with
fresh cyclonic circulation ex-
pected over the north Bay of
Bengal region and adjoining
Bangladesharound July 14, east

and northeast India brace for
heightened rainfall the week
ahead. “The impact of this sys-
tem will remain limited to east-
ernand northeastern India re-
gions,” said Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, Director General,

Council of Examination (MSCE)
for over two decades, according
to education department offi-
cialswhospoke onthe condition
of anonymity.

The leak came to light two

days before the exam. Thane
City DCP(ZoneII) Pavan Bansod
received a tip-off from a person
in Bhiwandi who claimed he
had been by three

member SIT had been formed,
the case gaining urgency as it
came close on the heels of the
NEET-UG paper leaks.

“At that point there was no
clarity onthe source of the paper
link and we kept tracking back-
ward linkages,” Bansod said.
Some accused fled after the in-
itial arrests. Nearly a week later,
the trail led police to Agra.

Three men connected to the
press were arrested — staffers
Nareshkumar Mahore alias
Nikki and Babulal Kushwahay,
and Sanjay Kumar Sharma, a
formeremployee removed from
service two years ago for fre-
quent fights with colleagues.

Bansod said Gupta had
reached the employeesthrough

acommon contact,

people with a copy of the TET
paper. A raid was carried out.

“Whenwesentdummy cops
and conducted a raid a day be-
forethe exam, the education de-
partment confirmed that these
were actual papers that were to
be distributed during the
exams,” Bansod said.

The first three of 12 arrests
followed. Rajiv Kumar and Aa-
kash Kumar were arrested from
Bihar, Dheeraj Singh from Ha-
ryana. Additional Commis-
sioner Ashok Dudhe said a 20~

were printed for the June 28
exam, Kushwahay, who was re-
sponsible for packing the paper
into bundles which would then
be transported to Maharashtra
in trucks, would hand over one
copy to Mahore,” he said.

“Mahore would remove the
insole pad of his shoe where a
folded copy of the paper would
be placed. At the exit, there
would be checks by formerarmy
guyswhowould frisk his clothes
and later allow him to go. His
shoeswere not checked,” the of-
ficersaid. The paperswent from
Mahore to Sharma, and event-
ually to Gupta through the ab-
sconding Sonukumar.

‘There was one more hole in
the press’s defences. A senior
Thane police officer said the

Kishanlal, an ab: ac-
cused, and was aware that the
presspublished question papers
of various states.

Police found the employees
hadbeen intouchwith Gupta for
awhile,and he would fund their
drinking sessions through UPI
payments. Whenthe Maharash-
tra TET paper arrived at the
press, police suspect, they in-
formed Gupta.

ACP (Bhiwandi division)
Vijay Marathe said, “Between
June 15 and 17, when the papers

CCTVatt] was notwork-
ing, a lapse the police found
shocking. “If the cameras were
working, maybe Kushwahay or
Mahore could have been cap-
tured hiding the papers in his
shoes,” the officer said.

Once the papers reached
Gupta, the selling began. A
former coaching class teacher
from Bhopal, he tapped Maha-
rashtra’s coaching network for
buyers.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Daughter-in-law says Sena (UBT) leader |
used black magic on her; ‘godman’ held

Manish Kumar Pathak
Mumbai, July12

‘THE TRIALS of Shiv Sena (UBT)
seemto haveadvanced fromthe
political to the supernatural.
Senior party leader and former
two-term Lok Sabha MP from
the Ratnagiri Sindhudurg con-
stituency Vinayak Raut, hiswife
Shamal, son Gitesh Raut and

fourother: »ooked by

Rejecting

theKapurbawdi police in Thane
after his daughter-in-law Girija
Raut alleged that she was de-
ceived into marriage and forced
toundergo “black magic” rituals
for over four years.

On Saturday, Firoz Shaikh, a
self-styled godman from Sind-
hudurg and one of the accused,
was arrested and remanded in
police custodytill July14. Police
said Vinayak Raut and other

India Depart-
ment (IMD).

On Sunday, many areas in
Meghalaya recorded extremely
heavyrain. The Met department
has forecast similar intense
spells over Arunachal Pradesh,
‘Assam, Manipur, Nagaland and
Mizoram until Wednesday.

of his family have
moved the sessions court in
‘Thaneseekinganticipatorybail.
Their plea is scheduled to be
heard on July 23.

“We have arrested one ac-
cusedand areverifying the facts.
The process of taking legal ac-
tion against the remaining ac-

Vinayak Raut said the complaint
was the result of an ongoing
matrimonial dispute

cused is underway,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Thane)
Prashant ~ Kadam  said.

The FIR was registered on
June 10 on the complaint of
Girija Raut, 38, at the Kapur-
bawdi police station, under the
Maharashtra Prevention and
Eradication of Human Sacrifice
and Other Inhuman, Evil and
Aghori Practices and Black
Magic Act, 2013, along with sec-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhitarelatingtocruelty, cheat-
ing, causing hurt and criminal
intimidation.

According to the complaint,

GirijaRaut, formerly Nikita Vijay
Pawar, met Gitesh Raut through
amatrimonial service in 2016
and married him on December
3,2017.Shealleged that between
September 2018 and August
2022, she was frequently taken
to self-styled godmen in Mum-
bai, Sindhudurg and Ratnagiri
afterherin-lawsclaimedshe was
under the influence of “evil
forces”. According to the FIR, in
September 2018, her in-laws
summoned a self-styled god-
man from Kurla. The godman
chanted mantras and declared
that the family's deity had been
“bound” -thereby bringingbad
luck on the family. The FIR al-
leges that one of Gitesh Raut's
relatives declared that the
couple should abstain from
physical relations until Girija
was completely “cured”.

Once, as per the FIR, she was
later taken to Kolgaon in Sind-
hudurg where a godman called
‘Firoz Baba’ allegedly poured
water over her head, blindfolded
her and cut a lemon just above
her head while chanting
mantras.

In another alleged ritual in

[ FROM PAGE 1 ! FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM ]

Linen stolen from AC coaches in Indian Railways: In four
years, 1.27 crore bedsheets, towels, blankets and pillows

Mumbai; Ahmedabad; Sonpur
and Danapur (covering Bihar);
and Bilaspur.

The numbers point to tell-
ingtrends:

® Towels top in stolen
items. The face towel, which is
the easiest to carry, tops the list
of most items stolen overall:
46.54 lakh in four years, fol-
lowed by bedsheets (41.13
lakh), pillow covers (23.59
lakh), blankets (12.95lakh) and
pillows (2.76 lakh).

© Bikaner, Ranchi are the
worst-hit. According to the RTT
replies, by sheer volume of
total linen theft, the worst-hit
divisions are Bikaner with
25.76 lakh items, Ranchi with
9.311akh, and Delhi with 8.21
lakh. Next in line: Mumbai
with theft of 8.17 lakh bedroll
items; Jodhpur with 8.09 lakh,
Ahmedabad with 6.94 lakh
and Danapur with 5.72 lakh.

Scratch the surface further
and it gets more interesting.

Theavailable breakdown of
items stolen from the 10 divi-
sions across seven zones that
are worst-hit shows that bed-
sheets (12.42 lakh) top the list
in Bikaner, accounting for
nearly half of the division’s
total theft of items during this
period. There’s more:

® Towels dominate the
theft kitty in a majority of the
10 divisions, including Delhi

(4.78 1akh, 58% of total theft in
the division), Ranchi (3.88
lakh, 42%), Mumbai (3.57 lakh,
44%), Danapur (3.37 lakh,
59%), Ahmedabad (3.22 lakh,
46%) and Jaipur (2.52 lakh,
56%).

® Pillow covers top the list
in Sonpur (1.58 lakh, 39% of
total theft in the division) and
Bilaspur (1.55 lakh, 34%).

® Blankets are the primary
targetin Jodhpur, with over 3.4
lakh pieces taken, or 42% of
the total items stolen by pas-
sengers in the division.

Now the big picture:

® The Bikaner division
leads when it comes to a spike
insuch thefts since 2022, from
299 lakh to 12.34 lakh items,
followed by Sonpur, from
36,448103.011akh.

Other divisions with a no-
table increase: Danapur, up
78,095 items, marking a 91%
rise since 2022; Dhanbad, up
55,906 items (91%); Ranchi, up
77332 items (45%); and
Jodhpur, up 94,679 items
(46%).

@ Delhi leads in theft dip.
The capital cut theft by 79%
(3.27 lakh to 68,013 items), fol-
lowed by Ahmedabad, down
83%, and Samastipur, down
86%.

@ No theft has been re-
ported from two southern divi-
sions — Tiruchirappalli and
Palakkad. The Adra division of

South Eastern Railway also re-
ported no theft but it’s a
freight-only division with no
AC passenger coaches to lose
linen from.

The challenge:
‘Additional sets
required’

TheIndian Express reached
out to the Railways with an
emailed questionnaire ident-
ifying key trends from the RTI
data, and asking about preven-
tive measures and the chal-
lenges such thefts pose.

“Generally linen (items) are
collected by linen attendants
after de-boarding of passen-
gers from trains. The responsi-
bility of account of linens in
Railway coaches is of the
agency who has been deployed
for linen distribution. For any
shortage, cost recovery is done
from the bills of the agency,”
the Railways spokesperson

said.

The challenge, the spokes-
person said, was that “due to
theft of linen, additional linen
sets are required to meet the
shortfall”.

Then again, behind these
numbers is also a story that
isn'tquite as interesting for the
people who actually pay the
price for the theft. While the
linen items are the property of
the Railways, its divisions en-

gage contractors to manage
and supply them in trains.

The Indian Express spoke
to several contractors who ac-
knowledged the problem, with
one saying it had forced them
toscrap their contract with the
Railways altogether. Attend-
antssaid they bore the brunt of
the menace since, in most
cases, it was their salary the
contractors cut to cover the
cost of the stolen linen.

“The theft of linen is a real
problem for us,” said a super-
visor of a bedroll distribution
firm in the Solapur division of
Central Railway.

“Asignificant portion of the
earnings is deducted from the
bill for these cases. We had a
three-year contract with the
Railways, but we had to end it
in 14 months due to delay in
payment. We had deployed
around 60 staff in coaches for
thedistribution in S trains. For
every stolen item, they recover
Rs 115 for pillow, Rs 198 for bed-
sheet, Rs 55 for pillow cover,
Rs 48 for face towel and Rs 343
for blanket,” the supervisor
said.

According to a 2015 Rail-
‘way Board circular, the cost of
a “missing” linen item is re-
covered at 100% of purchase
price if it’s less than half-way
through its codal life — the
codal life, for instance, of a
blanket is two years — 50% if

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

past that mark, or a flat 75% if
the service life can’t be deter-
mined.

Alinen attendant, working
on a superfast train in East
Central Railway, said that they
now provide towels only when
apassenger demands it.

“There are seven attend-
ants in this train, with each
managingan AC coach. We are
paid on a daily basis, and I get
Rs 700 for a day’s work. So if I
work for 30 days without a
break, lam entitled toabout Rs
21,000 in a month. But that
doesn’t happen because every
month around 2,000-3,000 is
deducted for linen theft. Dur-
ing March and April, 17 bed-
sheets, three blankets, and
nine pillows were lost on my
watch,” the attendant said.

The RTI requests by this
newspaper did not cover two
of the 18 Railway zones: South
Coast Railway (SCoR), anewly
constituted zone, and Kolkata
Metro, which doesn’t run con-
ventional AC trains.

Even among the 54 divi-
sions that did respond, the pic-
tureisincomplete: 14 divisions
did not provide theft figures
for all linen categories, and
nine divisions did not provide
the cost of the items lost. In
otherwords, the true financial
toll is almost certainly higher
than the estimated Rs 104.51
crore.

Rajapur taluka of Ratnagiri dis-
trict, another godman allegedly
made cutson herbodywithscis-
sors, plucked strands of her hair
and forced hertodrinkaconcoc-
tion mixed with ashes. Girija al-
leged that she was forced to
undergo such rituals for over
four years, often with her par-
ents as witnesses - who were
told that such ceremonies were
needed torid herof supernatural
forces and enable her to
conceive.

Rejectingtheallegations, Vi-
nayak Raut said the complaint
wasthe result ofan ongoing mat-
rimonial dispute. He claimed
GirijaRauthad sought RsScrore,
athree BHK flat, an automatic
car and Rs 2 lakh a month as
maintenance duringmediation
talks - demands that the Raut
familyrefused. “Theallegations
are completely false. We will re-
spond in court,” Raut said.

Rejecting this, Girija said,
“My only expectation was to
have a happy married life. In-
stead, I'was subjected to harass-
ment and humiliation.” She
claimed she was forced to quit
herjob.

*BRIEFLY

Rescue workers at the landslide site in Kalladi on Sunday. ani

KERALA

5days after Wayanad landslide, body
of construction manager recovered

ONE MORE body was recovered during a massive search
operation on Sunday following the July 7landslide at the
tunnel project site in Wayanad, and was later confirmed to
be that of the construction manager who had gone missing
inthe tragedy, officials said. The deceased Vikram Rana
(58), a construction manager from Kangra districtin Hima-
chal Pradesh, was associated with the tunnel project. The
body was found around 350 metres downstream from the
Meenakshi bridge, where iron debris had accumulated fol-
lowing the landslide, officials said. With the recovery of the
body, the death toll in the landslide has risen to eight. PTI

1-day mourning
for former Qatari
Emir in India

INDIADECLARED aone-
day national mourningon
Monday as amark of
respect for former Emir of
Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al-Thani with PM
Narendra Modi describing
himasa “visionaryleader”.
Sheikh Hamad, known as
Father Emir of Qatar,
passed away on Sunday at
74.He ruled Qatar from 1995
102013, and is credited with
usheringinsocio-economic
development in the energy-
rich Gulf nation. “We feel

AllCrew Module
tests completed
for Gaganyaan

IN Asignificant step
towards the final prepara-
tions for the Gaganyaan
mission, ISRO on Sunday
said that all major qualifica-
tion tests for the Crew Mod-
ule systems have been suc-
cessfullyaccomplished.The
ISRO s targeting the first
Gaganyaan (uncrewed)
mission sometime in 2026.
On Sunday, ISRO said that
Floatinflation test for Crew
Module Up-righting
System, umbilical
separation testing of Crew

sadnessatthe
death of the Father Emir of
the State of Qatar Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani,” PM Modi said on
social media. PTI

Modul vice module
Connectand Disconnect
System, and Crew Module
Structure qualification test
for Apex Cover separation
loads stand completed. ENS

Activist protesting Kaziranga
luxury hotels project detained

SukritaBaruah
Guwahati, July12

'ASSAM POLICE on Sunday de-
tained activist Pranab Doley,
‘who has been leading protests
against proposed luxury hotels
near Kaziranga National Park.
Doley (40) was detained in
Guwahati, where he wasstaying
with a friend. A police officer
from Golaghat district said the
activist was detained in connec-
tion with a case there. The FIR
‘was registered under BNS sec-

tions pertaining to criminal con-
spiracy, unlawful assembly, and
rioting, among others. “The in-
vestigatingofficeristravellingto
Guwahati, and he (Doley) willbe
handed over. It is in connection
with some incidents from some
time back,” said a police officer.
Sivasagar MLA and Raijor
Dalleader accused the BJP gov-
ernment of “putting tribal
peopleinjail for the sake of capi-
talists”. Assam Congress presi-
dent Gaurav Gogoi also
slammed the detention.

Rl_yroadmap: counsellingto CCTV

30 minutes before deboarding.
Tt also directed that a watch be
kept on regular defaulters caus-
ing loss of linen, with suitable
counselling, training and pe-
nalties where required.

RTI replies received by this
newspaper show that a total of
1.27 crore linen items — blan-
kets, pillows, pillow covers, bed-
sheets and towels —werestolen
from trains between 2022 and
May 2026, across 54 divisions of
16zones.

The cost of lost items is re-
covered from the contractor’s
bill, and the contractor, in turn,
recovers the amount from the
bedroll attendants deployed in
the coaches.

“Instructions have been is-
sued tobedroll distribution staff
for monitoring linen items to
minimisetheft. Penalties areim-
posed on the contractors as per
the contract for theft/ missing
items,” said the Waltair division
of East Coast Railway, in re-
sponse to the RTTapplication.

Similarly, the Bikaner divi-
sion of North Western Railway
(NWR), which registered the
highest theft among the 54 divi-
sions, said, “To avoid theft-re-
lated cases, attendants are util-
izingthe Coach Mitraapp, which
enables them to track boarding
and deboarding activities and
also have a feature in which the
attendant can record the is-
suance and collection of linen
from passengers.”

The Bhusaval Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF) of Central
Railway said that under the Rail-
way Property (Unlawful Pos-

| session) Act, theft of railway

New Delhi

towels, bedsheets or blankets is
anon-bailable offence. “RPFhas
been directed to conduct a law-
fulsearchofasuspicious passen-
ger’sluggage within the coach if
thelinenis not returned. Patrol-
lingon night trains and surprise
inspection are other measures,”
said the division.

The Jodhpur division of
NWR said that proper account-
ingandverification of linenitems
are carried out before the depar-
ture or termination of trains. “In
addition, all linenattendantsare
being regularly counselled and
sensitized regarding the safe
handling and accountability of
linen items to prevent theft and
pilferage,” said the division.

The Ambala division of
Northern Railway said, “The
material is kept at the safe allo-
cated place to avoid/ minimize
the theft case. Also CCTVs are
being installed in coaches to
avoid theft cases.” Similarly,
South Western Railway (SWR)
said onestaffmember percoach
isdeployed for linen distribution
to ensure proper monitoring.

“Strengthening monitoring
and supervision duringloading
and unloading of linen. Con-
ducting periodic checks and in-
spectionsatstationsand depots.
Initiating disciplinary action
against persons found respon-
sible for loss/ theft. Periodic re-
view of linen handling proce-
dures to prevent recurrence of
such incidents,” said the Salem
division of Southern Railway.

The Kota division of West
Central Railway said it conducts
police verification of contrac-
tors’ employees to curb theft.

The Bhopal division, in its re-
sponse to the RTI application,
said, “No action has been initi-
ated orrecorded against any pas-
sengers by the C&W (Carriage
and Wagon) departmentin theft
cases due to no information of
persons involved in theft... The
ACattendant was counselled to
remain alert regarding the said
theft. Awareness campaigns are
beingrunby Indian Railwayson
social media.”

Thedivision further said that
under a new policy, an ACCA
(AC Coach Attendant) has been
nominated for each coach ac-
cording to the coach number,
which has led to a decrease in
theftincidents.

The Solapur division of Cen-
tral Railway said coach attend-
ants are counselled for prompt
collection of used linen from
passengerswell beforethetrain’s
arrival atthe destinationstation.
TheSonpurdivision of East Cen-
tral Railway said staff are coun-
selled to be vigilant and careful
to ensure the security of linen
items during the journey.

“We have printed instruc-
tionsonlinen packets for return-
ingusedlinen30 minutes before
completion of journey by pas-
sengers so that the same can be
collected and stacked properly
before the train reaches destina-
tion,”said the Ranchi division of
South Eastern Railway.

The Mumbai division said
instructions havebeenissued to
ticket-checking staff to provide
details on the boarding and de-
boarding of passengers, and at-
tendantshavebeeninstructed to
remain vigilant.



THEINDIAN EXPRESS

Nation

MONDAY,JULY 13,2026 7

IItija Mufti says she
andher mother
Mehbooba under
house detention

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, July12

PDPLEADER Iltija Mufti Sun-
day said she and her mother,
former CM Mehbooba Mufti,
havebeen putunder house de-
tention ahead of July 13, ob-
served in Kashmiras Martyrs’
Day.

“As you see, we have been
put under house arrest,” she
claimed in a video message.
“ASubInspector Mohammad
Rafiishere. We arerequesting
him to come inside to tell us
why we have been put under
house arrest, but he is not
coming.”

“The government makes
claimsof normalcy. Thisisthe
normalcy here; you can count
the number of locks on our
gates,” she said.

Three publishers arrested in J&K for books
that ‘glorified separatists and militants’

The books were taken off shelves of J&K
schoollibraries earlier this month

ArunSharma
Jammu, July12

THE COUNTER-INTELLI-
GENCE unit of the Jammu
and Kashmir Police on Sunday
arrested three persons con-
nected to publishing com-
panies over publication and
circulation of two books that
allegedly glorify separatists
and militant leaders.

Earlier this month, the
books, ‘Personalitiesand Leg-
ends of J&K’ and ‘Great Per-
sonalities of Jammu and
Kashmir’ were withdrawn
fromschoollibraries, and ac-

tion was taken against officials
from the Union Territory’s
School Education Depart-
ment— eight suspended and
onecontractual employee ter-
minated from service.

On Sunday, J&K Police ar-
rested Inderpaul Singh from
Oberoi Book Service, Jammu,
and Amardeep Singh and Gir-
ish Arora from the Noida-
based Dominant Publishers.
Officials said the arrests fol-
lowed a coordinated oper-
ationby counter-intelligence
officers at both places.

Officials said publishers’
role in “highly inappropriate

content” found in the books

was under scrutiny. Theactionfollowed
After the withdrawing of objectionsmisedby
books, the J&K Police had reg- the BJP, Congres
istered a case under BNS sec-
tions 49 (abetment of an of- a”dOthe"le tical
fence), 61(2) (criminal ~ groups, who claimed
conspiracy), 152 (endangering thebooks. glortﬁed
thesovereignty, unity, andin- S eparatism

tegrity of India), 196 (promot-
ingenmity, disharmony) and
353 (publishing, or circulating
false statements, rumours, or
reports), besides section 13 of
the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act.
Pointingout that counter-
intelligence personnel of the
J&K Police had conducted
searches on premises of both
the publication houses on July
6, officialssaid investigations
are in progress. As
manyas 251 copies of

the books had been dis-
tributed in Jammu, Ramban,
Udhampur and Baramulla
districts of J&K, and all the
copies have been “with-
drawn”.

Thegovernment ordereda
high-level inquiry into the
matter. The action followed
objections raised by the BJP,

Congress, and other political
groups, who claimed the
books glorified separatism.
One of the books purportedly
calls Magbool Bhat, co-
founder of the separatist
Jammu Kashmir Liberation
Front, who was hanged in
Tihar Jail on two murder
charges, amartyr.

It also purportedly de-
scribes separatist political
leaderand Jammu and Kash-
mir Democratic Freedom
Party founder-presidentSha-
birShahas “one of the highest
profile campaigners for Kash-
miriindependence, who cam-
paigned for self-determina-
tion in Kashmir since the late
1960s and had spent much of
hislifein Indianjails”.

Army man on leavi
father shot dead in
Bihar over land row

HimanshuHarsh 21
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The Chief Engincer, Balangir M.I Circle, Balangir on behalf of Hon'ble Governor of Odisha invites
percentage rate bids in Double cover only through ONLINE mode for the Construction of works
detaled in the table from "B & A" Class Contractors registered with the State Government and
ed with Central Government /M.E.S/Railways for
te proof from the appropriate authority. The bidders
may submit bid fr any o i ofthe following works
1 Name ofthe works Civil Construction works under ML Division, Balang

for theyea

06(5im) N
Varies from Rs. 100,41 lkh fo 12276 akh (Approximtely)
4 Clas of Contactor Clss B &
Refer DTN
From 1307.2026 3t 10.00 AM. t0 22072026 up 0 500 PAL,

s2001/554

627
2. Total No. ofwrks.

3 Esimated Cost

5. period of completion.

6. Dae & time of Availabily of Bid -
Document i the Portal for anline
bidding

7 Last date Tim foe receip o Bid
onlyin ONLINE

3. Da and place of Opening of
Technical Bid.

22072026 up 0 SO0 P

2307.2026 a 1100 AM. 3 Office ofthe Addiionsl

Chif Engineer, Balanir M1, Crce, Balangir

5. Daes Time of Opening o Financal
Bid

10, Date of Transparent Loty (1

To be inimated through websiteE-mail aftr valusion

of Technical Bid

1. Name & Address of the Offcer
Invitin the B

D.- acemichalangie 2023 gmai.com

Further detais can be scen from the "e” Procurement Portal hitps://tendersodisha.gov.in

OIPR/32001/32347/1/26-27/0004 Balangir M.I Circle, Balangir|

Name of tha Work

“Allotment of Plot on Conditional
Development of a 3-Star Hotel at
Pradesh (Hotel Plot-1)."

Freehold Basis for
Amaravati, Andhra

"Allotment of Plot on Conditional

Freehold Basis for

BRIC-National Institute of Animal Biotechnology

(An Autonomous Institute of Dept. of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. of India)

Near Gowlidodd, Gachibowli, Hyderabad, Telangana India - 500 032.
Tel: +91 40 2312 0103/115. Email: admin@niab.org.in; Web: www.niab.res.in
N
BRIC-NIAB, an autonomous institute under the aegis of the Department of]
Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India, s aimed to

hamess novel and emerging biotechnologies and create knowledge in the cutting
animalhealth

NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

FOR INTEGRATION OF HANGAR NO.1 & 2 AT
NAVI MUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT OF
NAVI MUMBAI, MAHARASHTRA

Navi Mumbai International Airport Private Limited
("NMIALY) has been granted the right to develop, operate
and maintain the Navi Mumbai International Airport
("NMIA") on DBFOT basis. NMIAL proposes to undertake the

Patna, July12

EEOED(OTH)/32/2026-
ED-02 Dt: 13.07.2026

Development of a 3-Star Hotel at Amaravati, Andhra

construction of the proposed general aviation (GA)
Pradesh (Hotel Plot-2)."

The Institute

the

: . - ; T : Hangar’s.
ANINDIAN Army soldier and hisfatherwere 3 [NIT No_ 1&/MAUG1- | "Alotment of Plot on Condifonal Freshold Basis for Posilon : Technlcal Officer |_PayLevel 0E__] No of Post: - UR 3 _ o
shotdead in Bihar's Vaishali district on Sun- EEOED(OTH)/32/2026- | Development of a 3-Star Hotel at Amaravati, Andhra Formore details, please visit NIAB website www.niab.res.in The scope of works includes. but not limited to, the
day following a long-running land dispute | | _|ED-03 Dt: 13.07.2026 | Pradesh (Hotel Pot-3)." Dateof comr “.]g"-"m' '{",‘Z,FL sem engineering, supply, fabrication, erection & installation,
that allegedly flared up over the weekend, 4 [NIT No. 19/MAUB1- | "Allotment of Plot on Conditional Freehold Basis for integratian, interfacing, testing, commissioning, obtaining

EEOED(OTH)/32/2026- Sd/- DIRECTOR, NIAB
ED-04 Dt: 13.07.2026
5 [NIT No. 20/MAUG1-
EEOED(OTH)/32/2026-

Development of a 4-Star Hotel at Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh (Hotel Plot-4)."
“Allotment of Plot on Conditonal Freehold Basis for
Development of a 4-Star Hotel at Amaravati, Andhra
Pradesh (Hotel Plot-5)."

OTICE INVITING TENDERS (NIT FOR SCHOOLS)

NIT No 11/MAUG1- RFP for Selection of institution for setling up of day
EEOED(OTH)/46/2026- _ | 51100 ot Amaravat, Andhra Pradesh (School Plot-1)

police said.

Police said Jitendra Kumar ,32, was a
jawan in the army and had come home fol-
lowingthedeath ofarelative. His father, Mu-
narikRai, 52,died onspot after beingshotat.
Kumar succumbed to hisinjuries at the hos-
pital.

all requisite statutory approvals / licenses, warranty
support, rectification of defects. obligations during
Warranty Period / defect rectification period, of the
proposed GA Hangar's at NMIA,

NMIAL invites responses to the Expression of Interest
("E0I") from qualified, experienced and reputed contractors

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER,
CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR
“e” Procurement Not Date.04.07.2026

25001/713/2627
No. 3985

T Name ofthe Work sferred Road Tmprovement Frogramme]

(MMSY-TRIP), MMSYimprosement to Eistng RD road & MVSY-

Vaishali Superintendent of Police (SP) | | |cCDP, Dated: 13.07.2026 e R forabove mentioned Works for NMIA.
Shubhank Mishrasaid the incident took place 7 | NIT No 12/MAUG1- RFP for Selection of institution for setting up of day | |3 simicd Costo e work [ Varies from Rs99.67 akh t R, Interested applicants may download and submit their
in Rajaso village under the Bidupur police Egﬁnl}i{m"gzg}gms school at Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh (School Plot-2) | - [| ]l o Cotracir response to the EOI by registering on the NMIAL e-portal;

https://nmiairport.abcprocure.com
For further details and instructions, please visit the

station. Investigationisunderwayandraids | [ |CCOP Daed 3 D Bl s s TSTOMI 5 s 0o ol O e et 3
are being carried out to arrest the accused. - | RFP for Selecton of insttution for setiing up of day it o por R 10 Cror up o Rs 2000 s, Chaes (o O PWD)or :
s EEOED(OTH)4612026- _ | schoo) at Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh (School Piot-3) :[Speial Clas (f Odsha PWD) o

) Estmated cos more than s 600 Crore p o Rs. 5000 Crores.

“Theaccused...arerelated tothevictimsand CCDP, Dated: 13.07.2026 @) Estimated cost more than R, 20.00 Crores [ Super Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of othr licensing authorities ¥ 4
the killings occurred during a dispute over 9 [NIT No 14/MAUG1- RFP for Selection of instiuion for sefting up of | |[3eiod rcompieion Wl T of Anexare tenders section: www.nmisirport.co.in
the cutting of bananas on a disputed patch EEOED(OTH)46/2026- | Residential school at Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh L ] The deadline for submission of the response to EOI is
Y . : 7 Ot deas g 5
ofland,” Mishra said. CCDP, Dated: 13.07.2026| (School Plot-4) Il |20" July2026.17:00 hrs IST.
The local residents said during Kumar’s 10 | NIT No 15/MAUG1- RFP for Selection of insttution for seting up of Procurement Avaiability of Tender Date & Time of

. . o i i Note: NMIAL reserves the right to reject any response to
stay an old dispute over land and a village EEOED(OTH)/46/2026- | Residential school at Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh Officer dentication No. online for bidding opening of tender 9l

th faced. They said, K had CCDP, Dated: 13.07.2026| (School Plot-5) From o Techcal Bid | Financil Bd EOI or change / cancel the tender process at any time
parway resuriacec. Lhey saic, Bumar aa The Request for Proposal (RFP) document can be downloaded from the Andhra Pradesn 1 i 5 ittt BlGF BoUES bF wiEhoUE Assibring a6y, teasn
anargument with one Jagdish Rai on Satur- e-Procurement Portal from 14,07.2026 onwards. Chief Constrction Enginer, Central | Tender-Online-C.C.11| 17072026 | 29.07.2026 | 30.07026 | To be intimaied Fat r
day. However, police managed to persuade The bid shall remain open for 14 (Fourteen) days from the date of pubiication. The last Rural Works Circle, Bhubancswar TL00AM. | uptoS00PM. | at11.00AM later on WIRLSIEVET

themtodisperse. Theysaid, on Sunday morn-
ingJagdish returned and opened fire at Mu-
narik and Kumar which led to their deaths.

*CROSSWORD

date for submission of bids shall be as specified in the Andhra Pradesh e-Procurement

Portal govin/ and ap.govin. Furter from the

For further details, please visit the Andhra Pradesh e-Procurement Portal and the

APCRDA website. B A W I E e | O1PR-25001/25082/1126-27/0011
6039 | « OVERTHEHEDGE

sdi-
Chief Construction Engineer
Central Rural Works Circle,

NAVIMUMBAI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT PVT. LTD.
Email: nmial.tenders@adani.com

Website: wiww.nmiairport.co.in

BYMICHAELFRY &TLEWIS

ACROSS

1Handle without charge (5)
8Tryas he may hejust can’t
settle (8)

9 Where Westphalians may go to
eatin Germany (5)

10 Condition written in merely
toelucidate things (8)

11 Decree cited wrongly (5)

12In the main it won’t be laugh-
ing(3)

16 Projection time for movie
equipment (6)

17 Diverts with morning exer-
cises (6)

18 Highwayman on foot (3)

23 Way in which the sentry loses
his head (5)

24 Stamps to commemorate a
recentbirth? (3,5)

25 Bohemian girl goes round a
Florida resort (5)

26 Dance around on broken toe?
Makes good story (8)

27 Girl cotton spinner (5)

2Used rail transportand
left (8)

3They represent people along
time since perhaps (8)
4GirlinaPolish film (6)
5Makes out some

steps (5)
6Measureayounganimal
withit (5)

7Checks part of the

rigging (5)

12Singapore space centre (3)
13 The German comes up
depressed (3)

14 Route financed by
employers (8)

15Bank go-between? (8)

19 Mature people possibly
saluted out East (6)

20 Want we heartoworkasa
baker (5)

21 He may have the ot or about
three quarters (5)

22 Ateamsetapart (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6038 ACROSS: 1Permissive, 6 Arid, 10 Acted,
11Be careful, 12 Moralist, 13 Steps, 15 Avarice, 17 Shampoo, 19 Spender,
21Threads, 22 Atlas, 24 Consorts, 27 Thrashing, 28 Lasso, 29 Rock, 30 Centi-
pedes DOWN: 1Play, 2 Rationale, 3 India, 4 Sublime, 5 Vacates, 7Rifle,
8Doll's-house, 9 Freshair, 14 Cause asstir, 16 In disuse, 18 Practised,

20 Receive, 21 Tonight, 23 Lyric, 25 Orlop, 26 Boss

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Everyonethinksof ___
self.- Leo Tolstoy (8,.8)

the world, butno one thinks of _

__him-

ANOSCH

Ao;smoa'\ “Jlaswiy Buibueys

JOSyUIYI3UO OUING *PlIOM BY) BulBuBYD JO SUIY) BUOAIBAT :yIMSNY
8|B1e9 ‘SOYEN ‘UBWIUN WIE *SNOILNTOS

ARE WE STANDING ON
THE PRECIPICE OF A
CLIMATE DISASTER?

SOMETIMES I

THINK, !;ES

. HE CAN NEVER
URCERESTMATE | - HRDIESET A
HUMANS? TALENT

AFTER ALL THEY

WERDHABIT, *| BID INVENT SPRAY yaY,
FOR SZREWING | WHER USHED fo CHEESE, .
THINGS UP! ? C EDG€ OFT
| W
. BUT O
THE OTHER g B US ALL.
HARD... ~ § /
i

AS DICTATCR ! HNE
THE SOLE £ IN
WEENMENT'

I'LL LOOK AROLND
FOR THE MILLERS'
FOOD STASH

THIS LOOKS
LIKE THE
BRAT'S
BEDROOM

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
2sINSTRUCTIONS
Tosolve aSudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to9 mustappearin
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s=Very Hard;
6s=Genius

SUDOKU 6378

BYTOMARMSTRONG

AWW! HE LOOKS

ALMOST INNOCENT
WHEN HE'S ASLEEP!

1]_[6]2] |7 9] 5| |[[56]2/713]8/a9
[ [Te[ || |9||[2[7]4[e]e8]5]3[1

9 16| |2||[8l9[3[4/15]6/7[2

5]l 18] |[e[#]2[7]3]6]15]8

2(8 43 2| ||el3/8[15/4[2]9]7

9 =z||[7]1/5[89]2|4[6[3
715] 1 2| |[a[8[7]5/2/8[3/1]6
BRERNE S| |[3]2[1]e]4[7[9]8]5
2 6/ (a[o] [1] 2| |[sl6/e[3/8[1]7 2[4

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

*ROYALSTARS BY GEORGIANICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): This might be a challenging day
dealing with issues related to home and family,

including parents.Mixed-up conversations or incorrect
assumptions might getinthe way of things. Fortunately,
awork-related surprise might please you. Tonight: Relax
athome.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Things look worse
than they are today. Many will fall prey to negative
thinking or believing something thatisn't true.
Unexpected social plans might delight you.
Tonight: Seek out conversations.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Be careful about financial
transactions today (including shopping). Stock the fridge
because surprise company might drop by. Tonight: Take care
of your possessions.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): Today the Moon s in your
sign, challenged by other planets, which might make you feel
gloomy, or cut offfrom others. This is temporary. Stay light on
your feet because something unexpected will occur. (Could
be pleasing.) Tonight: You're strong.

LEO(JULY 24- AUG23) Somedays(heg\ass\shalf full, and
other pty.
Ignorethe paralysis of the negatwe Apleasantsurprise
related to money, wealth, possessions or your salary might
catchyou off guard. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today is amixed bag. Afriend or a
member of agroup mlghldlsappomtyou However, Venusis
inyoursi ing ajolt fror

Uranus, which could be assti ion of

oranargument. Tonight: Be friendly.

LIBRA(SEP24 - OCT23) Thisisa poor day toask
authority figures for approval. However,
something unexpected might please you — alittle
surprise thatis private. Tonight: You're noticed.

SCORPIO (0CT24 NOV23): Afriend oramember of a

that you
today. Hopefully thisis true, because meanwhile, news in the
media plusissues related to travel, medicine or the law might
getyoudown. Tonight: Explore and learn.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Although you
might hared
property, taxes, or debt that are disappointing,
something pleasant will give you a boost today.
Tonight: Check your finances.

CAPRICORN (DEC23- JANZO) Dontpushyour\uck
talking
aretricky However, surprise oppt
totravel might occur. Tonight: Cooperate.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Work might be tedious,
boring, disappointing or mildly scary today. However,
anunexpected bonus might come your way. It could be
afavour, money, gift or boon on behalf of your partner
orsomeone else. Tonight: Get organised.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): A pleasant exchange witha
partner, spouse or close friend might give alift to your day.
However, social outings, sports events and the arts could
disappoint. You might ask yourself if your expectations were
realistic. Tonight: Socialize.
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‘New FCRA rules threaten
existence of India's civil society”

— John Brittas and Aneesh Babu
Log on to www.indianexpress.com
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Technology is characterised by
constant change, rapid innovation,
creative destruction, and revolutionary
products.— Marsha Blackburn
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

On Indo-Pacific, Delhi
must match words, actions

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s six-day tour of In-
donesia, Australia and New Zealand came amid uncer-
tainty over US President Donald Trump’s commitment
toabalanced Asian order, histalk of a possible US-China
“G-2" and the Pentagon’s decision todrop the Indo-Pacificlabel.
Itunderlines Delhi’s intent tostrengthen its independent role in
Asia and its Indo-Pacific waters. It also marks a new phase in
India’s post-Cold War 1twith the East. The. 1
“Look East” and “Act East” policies broadened India’s ties with
Southeastand East Asiaover the last three decades. Yet Indiahas
fallen well short of realising the full potential of these relation-
ships. Consider ASEAN. India’s trade with the grouping rose from
about $7billionin2000toaround $125billionin 2025. During the
same period, China’s trade with ASEAN expanded from roughly
$40billion to nearly $1 trillion. The gap is equally visible in con-
nectivity, technology partnerships and defence cooperation.
e three- nanontou.rwas anefforttonarrow thatgap by com-
i ity cooperation. In Indone-
sia, thedecision toaccelerate development of Sabang port could
strengthen logistics, maritime domain awareness and naval co-
operation. Expanded d yperation, i thesaleof

Population spectres do harm. Managing
demographic changeis the challenge

SIONS OF population ex-
plosion or implosion seem to
provokestrongpassions. Three
centuries ago, Malthus argued
that population growth would

outpace the food supply, leading to famine
and disease. Today, the focus seems to have
shifted to concerns about underpopulation
inIndiaand globally. Elon Muskeven claims
that population collapse poses a much
greater risk than global war

This is a strange turnaround. In the
1800s, the world population was a billion,
and life expectancy was less than 30 years.
Despite the population growingtoover 8 bil-
lion, Malthus’s doomsday predictions have
not materialised, and life expectancy now
exceeds 70. Are fears of a shrinking work-
force equally flimsy? Just as improvements
inagriculture and the Green Revolution have
continued to feed the world, it seems highly
likely that Al and other technological ad-
vances will cope with asmaller workforce.

However, the harm to the social fabric
from these overblown claims may be incal-
culable. Discussions of population devolve
into debates about childbearing and ulti-
mately centre on women’s bodies. Malthus
advocated chastity forwomento: reduce fer-
tility. Modern global disco Y

BrahMos missiles, highlights India’s growing potential as a de-
fence exporter in Southeast Asia. In Australia, the decision to
begin talks on a comprehensive FTA builds on recent trade lib-
eralisation, while the completion ofadministrative arrangements
for Australian tssupportsIndia’samt
forexpanding nuclear power generation. Beyond uranium, Aus-
tralia’svast reserves of critical minerals. andenergy resourcescan
important foundation for: E -term industrial
growth. Enhanced maritime cooperauon in the eastern Indian
Oceani; important 1. Modi’s visit to New
Zealand ends a prolonged period of diplomatic neglect. The re-
cently concluded FTA and expanded maritime cooperation pro-
vide a platform for greater engagement w1th the South Pacific,
‘where China’s growin;
Taken together, the three visits point toabroader Indo-Pacific
strategy that links maritime security, defence production, trade,
technology and resilientsupply chains. Yet, India’s principal con-
strainthas notbeen thelack of dlplomatlc initiatives. Itliesinthe
failuretoi them. onSabang port and
Australian uraniumbegan nearlyadecade ago. Thereistoomuch
celebration of the PM’s foreign tours and too little attention to
what happens afterwards. The significance of his Pacific tour will
depend lesson theintent behind the agreementsthan ontheac-
tions on the domestic front that facilitate their implementation.

trategicy \gattention

GCCis office success story.
Now, focus on factory

OREIGN DIRECT investment (FDI) in China has gone
mainly into manufacturing— initially labour-intensive
and then hi-tech. Not for nothing it has earned the
moniker of “the world’s factory”. FDI in India has come,
and continuestodoso, largely in services, making it “the world’s
office” for global corporations. According to Finance Minister
NirmalaSitharaman, India now hosts 2,100-plus global capability
centres (GCC) of over 500 of the Forbes top-2,000 companies.
These GCC: emplo 23 dgen-
erate nearly $100 billion in annual revenue. Moreover, they seem
tohaveevolved beyond being cost-saving “back offices” handling
basicIT, finance and customer services for multinational firms.
Some of the GCCs have become strategic hubs for MNCs to build
lechnologyand enterpnseplatfon-ns undertake coreengineering
konclinical researchand ac-

celerated drug discovery using amﬁclal intelligence.

The GCCsuccessstory — Indiais hometo half of such centres
worldwide and adding one every day — is also reflected in the
country’sexternal balance of payments profile. In 2025-26, itsex-
portsofservices, at$421.3billion, was close tothe export of goods
worth$446.1billion. On the other hand, imports of goods ($7834
billion) were way above the imports of services ($204.7 billion).
‘Thus, while India recorded a merchandise trade deficit of $337.3
billion, it had a surplus of $216.6 billion on the services account.
That’saclear demonstration of where the country’s comparative
advantagelies—notin factories, butin offices. The GCCs and the
traditional Indian IT services companies are in the driver’s seat.

There’saflipsidetothis. The GCCsand Indian IT outsourcers
areconcentrated in Bengaluru, Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad, Chennai,
Mumbai and Pune. Sitharaman wants them to come up more in
Varanasi, Visakhapatnam, Mysuru, Tiruchirappalli and other
tier-2and tier-3cities. That's not easy. Likeall industries, GCCs/IT
firmstend tocluster around major metro areas that offer both ro-
bustinfrastructure (international airports, dedicated office parks,
reliable transport, power and utilities) and talent density (skilled
engineers, developersand Replicating thit
insmaller centres may not be as feasible, unlike manufacturing

canthrivei drural inglower
land and labour costs. The constraintt physicalinfra-
structure. India cannot afford to give up on manufacturing —
‘whethertextiles, leather, agro-processing, gems and jewellery —
thatalone can absorb the mass of its less-skilled workforce. India
needs both factories and offices.

1professior
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Hope the government’s
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returntotraditional ways of life, controlling
access to contraception, and sometimes
criminalisesabortion. The Indian discourse
echoes the global disconnect, with some
unique twists, leaving fear and dissension in
its wake. Hence, it is important to address
some of these fears directly.

First, is India on the verge of depopula-
tion, as a recent article suggests? If we ac-
cept the United Nations projections using
their medium variant, the Indian popula-
tion will grow to 1.7 billion and then decline
by the end of the 21st century, returningto
the present level of about 1.4 billion. How-
ever, projections from the Seattle-based In-
stitute for Health Metrics (IHME) suggest
it will dip below 1 billion. Unfortunately,
IHME projections assume that future col-
lege graduates will follow the same path to
low fertility as current graduates and that
increasing education will further reduce
fertility. But between 2015-16 and 2019-21,
the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) for women
with 12 more years of education held
steady at 1.7, while that for women with
lower levels of education dropped. A nar-
rowing gap between educated and less-
educated women has been observed in
many countries, undermining confidence
in the IHME methodology.

Second, with an ageing population, will
India face a worker shortage? Projections
from the Population Foundation of India
indicate that the share of the
population aged 60 and older will
rise from 11 per cent to 28 per cent
between 2021and 2051. However,
this will be offset by a decline in
the child population, and the
working-age population will de-
cline only slightly from 66 per cent
to 64 per cent. With an Al-led in-
crease in productivity and the po-
tential to recruit women workers

SONALDE
DEsAI

Discussions of population
devolve into debates about
childbearing and ultimately
centre on women’s bodies.
Modern global discourse
emphasises a return to
traditional ways of life

who are largely outside the formal labour
force, even this slight decline should pose
no problem.

‘Third, is the population in north India
growing faster than thatinsouth India, and
if so, will it diminish the power of southern
states in the Indian Union? South India ex-
perienced afertility decline earlier than the
north. Forexample, in 1971, Tamil Nadu ac-
counted for 7.5 per cent of India's popula-
tion; by 2011, it had dropped to 6 per cent,
and it is likely to have declined further by
2026. Consequently, if electoral seat alloca-
tion is based on population share in 2026
rather than 1971, the southern states will

lim fertility gap unchanged. Rudimentary
calculations suggest that even after 50
years, this fertility differential, if un-
changed, would result in a small increase
in the share of the Muslim population in
India from about 15 per cent to 19 per cent.
It seems more likely that Muslim fertility
will follow a path similar to that of Hindus,
and the increase will be smaller.

The above discussion suggests the need
for a cautious, balanced approach to adapt-
ing to population change and for avoiding
aggressive rhetoric that does more harm
thangood. Consider the discourseondeclin-
ing fertility, Wthh hasled topolitical calls for

lose. But it is also important to
thathigher economicgrowth, driven by low
population growth and increased invest-
mentinchildren, hasincreased productivity
instateslike Tamil Nadu. Sanjeev Sanyal es-
timates that Tamil Nadu’s share of GDP grew’
from 7.1 per cent in the 1990s to 8.9 per cent
in2023-24. Balancing economic and demo-
graphic power and ensuring adequate rep-
resentation of geographic minorities is a
challenge that will need to be addressed in
the coming years.

Fourth, is the Muslim popula-
tion inIndialikely to overtake the
Hindu population? Muslim fertil-
ity is slightly higher than Hindu
fertility, but across the three
waves of the National Family
Health Survey between 2005 and
2021, both communities have
seen a similar decline in TFR of
about 0.7, leaving the Hindu-Mus-

areturn fordepriori-
tising contmcepnon and child bonuses.

Indiastandsinstarkcontrast tocountries
like Japan. Faced with an inflexible gender
culture and work-family constraints, nearly
30 per cent of Japanese women remain un-
married into their 30s. In contrast, marriage
and family remain the linchpin of Indian
familylife. The NFHS shows that 97 per cent
of womenare married by age 30. Yet the very
importance of family also leads to smaller
families. My research with Alaka Basushows
that parents often choose to have a single
child so they can invest more in that child’s
education. Reducingeducational costs, im-
provingthequality of education, and easing
the burden on parents to supervise home-
work may do more to increase fertility than
acall for higher fertility.

The writer is professor, University of Maryland,
and NCAER. Views are personal

Price of water is not about
cconomics, but justice

HE MOODY'’S water manage-

ment ratings, published in

June, place India in the high-

estwater-risk category. With 18

per cent of the world popula-
tion, India has access to only about 4 per
cent of global freshwater resources. In
2024, the Ministry of Jal Shakti announced
thatIndia’s per capita freshwater availabil-
ityisshrinking over the decades. Urban de-
mand, driven by population growth, com-
mercial expansion, and changing
lifestyles, continues to outpace supply. Yet
one of the most powerful levers for in-
fluencing water reuse sits neglected: The
water tariff. The low price of water in In-
dian cities is disconnected from the true
cost of supply. At the Centre for Sustain-
able Development, with the Pune Interna-
tional Centre and Pune Knowledge
Cluster, westudied the economics of urban
water. The Jal Mulya project delved into
the costs and prices of urban water supply
and examined consumers’ willingness to
pay for assured quality of drinking water.
The results emphasise the role of tariffs in
regulating water use.

Consider this paradox: Grey water, or
domestic wastewater from washing, bath-
ing, and kitchen use, can be treated and re-
used for toilet flushing, construction, gar-
dening and other non-potable
applications. However, freshwater is
priced much less when compared to the
cost of treating grey water. Why would
someone invest in grey-water plumbing
and recycling when fresh water is cheap?

Our research corroborates what is al-
ready known — water tariffs in cities are
set, not on the basis of actual costs of ab-
straction, treatment, storage and distribu-
tion of good-quality water, but on the basis
of what is politically tolerable. Part of the
problem is ignorance, both among the
public and the urban local bodies (ULB).
Few, if any, ULBs undertake a full-cost ac-
counting of their water operations. Non-
revenue water (NRW), that is treated and
supplied but lost to leakage or theft, rou-
tinely exceeds 30 per cent of total supply
in many cities. This is water that has been
paid forin terms of energy, chemicals, and
infrastructure, but generates no revenue.
‘When NRW remains invisible in accounts,
there is no incentive to address it. A con-
versation about rational water pricing is
nearly impossible because of the lack of
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Freshwater is
priced much
less when
compared to
the cost of
treating grey
water. Why
would
someone invest
ingrey-water
plumbing and
recycling when
fresh water
is cheap?

credible data.

Our study refuted a recurring argu-
ment: Raising water tariffs will face con-
sumer resistance. Consumers are willing
to pay more for water, provided they are as-
sured of its quality. This is not surprising.
Those who buy bottled water for their
homes and restaurants already show a
willingness to pay more for assured
quality. But in many cities, urban water
utilities have forfeited the trust of their
consumers by failing to deliver potable
water on tap. The low tariff and the poor
quality are mutually reinforcing: ULBs
cannot raise the tariff without improving
the service, and vice versa. As a result,
households and offices resort to domestic
water purifiers. Citizens end up paying
twice: Through water tariffs and in the pur-
chase and maintenance of equipment.

But this cost is not borne equally. Our
research showed that the lower economic
classes either consume from the tap, ri-
sking their health, or spend a dispropor-
tionate part of their income in buying
water. Moreover, we noted that higher-in-
come groups consume substantially more
water than lower-income households.

Urban India turns nearly 80 per cent of
its daily water into sewage. A rational water
economy would treat grey water as an
asset: Collect it separately, treat it to appro-
priate standards, and price it for non-pot-
able uses that reflect its costand value. This
has a double effect of lowering freshwater
demand andreducingt thatisre-
leased. But for grey water markets to be vi-
able, freshwater pricing must be rational.

ULBs must undertake and publish full-
cost accounting of their water operations,
so that the embedded subsidy is visible
and accountable. Equity goals must under-
pintariffstructures. Lifeline quantities per
capita have to remain subsidised for all,
while progressive pricing should discour-
age frivolous consumption.

A monsoon-based country like India
cannot overcome water stress without get-
ting the price of water right. The opportun-
ity tobuild a circular urban water economy
ishere already. The price of water is notan
economic question. In a water-scarce
country, it is a question of justice.

The writer is director, Centre for Sustainable
Development, Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics, Pune
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Yato mat, tato
path does not
askusto
pretend that
religions have
no differences.
Itasks that we
donot make
our wounds
into theology,
or mistake
inherited fear
for spiritual
fidelity

Inrepublic of many faiths, living
withdifference, without panic

DEMOCRACY should welcome the swing of the
political pendulum. That is how republics renew
themselves. Anxiety begins when the rejection of
appeasement hardens into majoritarian entitle-
ment, and a change of government becomes, for
some, achange in who may pray to whom, when and where.

Twasstill ateenager in Calcutta when my father first took me
to hear a Swami Ranganathananda lecture. He would one day
‘becomethe13th president of i Math and Mission;
hewould also give me my first diksha. In the years that followed,
Ibecameastudent of the Dalai Lama, my root guru for more than
45years. Eachtradition deepened rather than displaced the other.

That tradition has shaped lives beyond the monastery. As a
young man, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, sought to join the
Mission and was turned away. Its genius lay there too, in redirec-
tingspiritual aspiration 1eworld, and then releasingit.

Behind that geniusstands 19th-century Bengal. Ram Mohan
Roy challenged sati; Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar fought for
‘widow remarriage; Rabindranath Tagore gave Bengal its inner-
most voice. But it was Ramakrishna Paramahamsa and Swami
Vivekananda who gave this modernity its spiritual conscience.

Ramakrishnawas, aboveall, a bhakta. Yet from that devotion
emerged one ofthe most radical religious testimonies of modern
India. In the 1860s, Govinda Rai arrived at Dakshineswar. Ksha-
triyaby caste and Hindu by birth, he had given himselfover toIs-
lamic practice with the intensity of a Sufi demsh Ramakrishna
sought initiation from him and entered Here-
cited namaz regularly, and had “no inclination” even to visit
Hindu deities. “I had to practise each religion for a time. Hin-
duism, Islam, Christianity. I realised that there is only one God
toward whomall aretravelling; but the paths are different.” From
this emerged the phrase that would animate a movement: Yato
mat, tato path. As many faiths, so many paths.

Tt fell to Vivekananda to carry this into the modern world:
Practical Vedanta, grounded in consciousness, and seva, the
conviction that service was worship. At the Parliament of the
‘World’s Religions in Chicago in 1893, he told his audience that
histradition believed not merely in tolerating other religions,
butinacceptingall of them as true. Inatelevision conversation
Thad with Swami Ranganathananda, he said somethingIThave
never forgotten: “If you feel your religion is supetior, keep it to
yourself.” That inheritance matters because India’s argument
with itself is not over. Religion is again asked to declare itself
insharp-edged public forms: Asidentity, grievance, assertion,
boundary, proof of belonging. The civilisational capacity to
live with difference without panic is the precondition for
everything else. The shallow mind fears difference. The
trained mind is enlarged by it.

Yato mat, tato path does not ask us to pretend that religions
have nodifferences. It asks that we do not mistake inherited fear
forspiritual fidelity. A Bengali priest demonstrated this by walking
away from the temple he served and discovering that the Divine
heworshipped was not diminished by another name. The tradi-
tion he seeded has not been forgotten. One prays.

The author is honorary secretary, The Foundation of the Dalai Lama.
Views are personal

Twentykilledin Gujarat

flicts between religious communities over

according toinformed sources. They also
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AT LEAST 20 persons were burnt alive, and
three women were killed in Gujarat as the
four-day-old violence in Ahmedabad
spread to Baroda, Broach, Bhavnagar, and
the Jain pilgrim town of Palitana and other
places on Gujarat Bandh day in response to
acall given by the Vishwa Hlndu Parishad
(VHP)and | oth ions. The

theidentity of holy places. The govern-
ment feels that such issues are best left to
the tradition of religious tolerance in
society and the laws of the land. The
Union Home Ministry, ina note on the sub-
ject, says that conflicts between various
religious groups over the identity of
places of worship are a product of histori-
calci

death toll has now risen to 48. The Gujarat
government alerted the army to stand by.

Building communal trust

THE UNION Government does not con-
sider it possible or necessary to formulate
any policy to intervene in or prevent con-

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

TULF delegationin SriLanka

THE FIVE-member Tamil United Front polit-
buro that arrived in Colombo from Madras
had meetings with Indian High Commis-
sioner, J N Dixit, and exchanged ideas on
the current situation in the country,

New Delhi

had meetings with members of their party
from the northern and eastern provinces
and are expected to engage in direct dis-
cussions with the Sri Lanka government on
the proposals for the devolution of power
through provincial councils.

Jnanpith for Pannalal Patel

VETERAN GUJARATI writer Pannalal Patel
has been awarded the 21st Jnanpith Award
for1985 in recognition of his remarkable
contribution to Indian literature. The award,
which carries Rs 1.50 lakhiin cash and a cita-
tion, was announced soon after the selec-
tion board met under the chairmanship of P
VNarasimha Rao.
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State refuses to recognise its own people:
Thisis nihilism, no way to govern

RS SHARMA

ONSIDER A 60-year-old farmla-

bourer in a village in eastern

Uttar Pradesh, born at home in

the 1960s, who has voted in

every election of his life. During
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the
electoral rolls, an official asks him to prove
his date of birth, his residence and his citi-
zenship. He hasnobirth certificate, because
no one registered his birth. His ration card,
heistold, is not proof of residence. His Aad-
haar — posted years ago to his very door —
proves neither his age, address, nor his citi-
zenship. Henever held a passportand never
finished school. He stands before the state
withempty hands, and theburdenison him
to prove that he is not a foreigner.

Itisthe predictable result of three failures
ofthestate, each of its own making. None of
this is the failing of any one government or
party. It is the cumulative result of decades
of collective neglect — of unglamorous, un-
fashionable tasks such as registering every
birth, which never commanded political at-
tention — for which the system as a whole,
across successive governments, bears re-
sponsibility.

TheRegistration of Births and Deaths Act
has required, since 1969, that every birth be
registered within 21 days; running that sys-
temwasthestate'sjob, and for decadesit did
not. Among children under five, only 41 per
cent of births were registered as recently as
2005-06,and before the mid-2000s most In-
dianswerebornathome —institutional de-
liveries were under 39 per cent nationally.
The reassuring figure that 98 per cent of
births are now registered describes today's
newborns; it says nothing about the adults
already on therolls.

Registration is also not a certificate in
hand — these are two separate acts in law,
and for decades, the second often did not
happen.Ifthestrictest view isright, thatonly
abirth certificate issued at the time of birth

is genuine proof of date of birth, then per-
haps one voter in eight holds one; some 85
crore do not. A test that the overwhelming
majority of citizens cannot pass is not a test
ofeligibility. It is a machine for exclusion.

I can speak about this from experience.
In Aadhaar's early years, which Iled as UI-
DAI's founding director general, we found
that a great many residents simply did not
know their date of birth. We recorded it as
verified where a document existed, and as
declared orapproximate where nonedid; in
thevillages, the majority fell in thelatter cat-
egories. People would fix their age by an
event — the year the great draught hap-
pened.Itiswhy somany Indians carry Janu-
ary 1as their birthday: the date the system
assigns when only a year is known. To de-
mand a precise, documented date of birth
fromsuch peopleis notrigour;itis exclusion.

We also never gave him a citizenship
document. There is no citizenship
card in India. The passport — held
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NRC excluded 19 lakh people and resolved
nothing, theidea finally diluted into the Na-
tional Population Register, a register of resi-
dents and not citizens, because the Home
Ministry found afield test of citizenship im-
practical. The citizen is asked to prove a
status the state has never certified.

And we now disown our own docu-
ments. A petition pending in the Supreme
Court asks that Aadhaar be treated only as
proofofidentity —notofage, address or citi-
zenship. On residence the law itself makes
the point: A voter must be ordinarily resi-
dent, and the Representation of the People
Actsaysthatowningahouse does notestab-
lish it and that temporary absence does not
endit. Everydocumentin circulation is par-
tial or disowned — the ration card the gov-
ernmentitselfsaysis not residence proof, the
utilitybillinanother's name, the rent agree-
menteasily faked. Aadhaar alone was physi-

cally delivered tothe holder's door,
through Speed Post with acknowl-

by under 8 per cent of Indians —
was clarified this June by the Min-
istry of External Affairstobe onlya

Every document in circulation
is partial or disowned — the
ration card the government

edgement due — a deliberate and
costly choice that shows the letter
wasmeanttoevidenceresidence—

travel document, nota proofofciti-
zenship. Aadhaar, by its own stat-
ute, is not citizenship, nor are the
voterIDorPAN. Thisisnotanover-
sight: Every attempt to build a
citizens' register has failed — the
MNIC pilot abandoned, the Assam

itself says is not residence
proof, the utility billin

another's name, the rent
agreement easily faked

and that is exactly the document
thestate nowsays is not proofofad-
dress. We disown the one address
towhich we took the trouble to de-
liveraletter.

Add the three failures together
and the citizen is defenceless: The

state recognises neither his age, nor his resi-
dence, nor his citizenship, and the For-
eigners Act still puts the burden on him to
prove he is not a foreigner. Any official can
brand almost any citizen a suspected illegal
immigrant, certain that he cannot produce
papers thesstate never let him have. There is
aname for rejecting every record — includ-
ing those the state itself created — and so
being unable torecognise one'sown people:
Itis nihilism, and it is no way to govern. It is
unjusttomakethe citizen answer fora failure
that was the system's, not his own. This is
exactly the injustice the Election Commis-
sion's SIR now inflicts on crores of ordinary
voters—anold, document-heavy, house-to-
house method revived, in the digital India
age, to solve a problem the country has al-
ready solved.

Theanswer is not more purism, but prag-
matism. Aadhaarisamong the most success-
ful public projects this country has built —a
unique digital identity for every resident,
which transformed welfare delivery and ac-
celerated digitisation. The honest question
is not Aadhaar versus a perfect document,
but Aadhaar versus what people actually
hold. On age, we need only one binary fact
—isthe person18orolder? Aadhaaranswers
it without the date at all. Since a child's bio-
metrics are not captured below the age of
five, anyone whose biometrics were taken
around 2013 or earlier was at least five then
andis18 now. Onresidence, askwhich docu-
ment is stronger than the address Aadhaar
posted to the door, and how many hold that
stronger document. On citizenship, let Aad-
haarestablishidentity, analytics: ﬂagthe few

Bring anticipatory
statecraft,
not reactive
diplomacy

SYED AKBARUDDIN

MMEDIATE ISSUES tend to blur the future. A tariff
threat, awar in West Asia, an oil shock and an export con-
trol order consume governments. Power, however, often
moves quietly. China’s white paper, More Just and Equi-
table Global Governance, released as G7 leaders were
meeting, is one such signal. While the old club focused on to-
day’s pressures, China staked its claim to tomorrow’s rule book.
India needs to take notice. The issue is not only China’s ambi-
tion. Itis also India’s preparedness.
'his is a challenge of anticipatory statecraft. By the time a
crisis is visible, some choices have already been made else-
‘where: In standards, lending clauses, technical bodies and di-
plomaticlanguage. Under Donald Trump, the United States is
treating the old order tem to defend than aslevera
to use. Europe speaks of values, but is distracted by war in
Ukraine and concerns about US tariffs and Chinese manufac-
turing exports. The Global South has grievances, but no com-
mondraft. China, meanwhile, has placed its version of the next
order on the table.

President Xi Jinping proposed the Global Governance In-
itiative (GGI), at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation sum-
mit in September 2025, a gathering also attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir
Pulin ‘The white paper gathers China’s earlier initiatives on

genui liers, and the He de-
cide them, as the Supreme Court has held

Indiahasspentadecade building digital
publicinfrastructure theworld nowstudies.
Itwould be perverse todeclare, at the end of
it, that noneof it can be trusted —and tosend
officials door todoor demanding old papers
we never gave, from people the state itself
never documented. A republic that takes its
duties seriously does not make its people
prove, again and again, that they belong to
it. It recognises them. We already have the
means. We should use them.

The writer was founding DG and mission director
of UIDAL Views are personal
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A pragmatic shift

THEFLOW of FDI toward other
developing economies only
underscores that we are moving
too slowly, failing to keep pace
with the hyper-competitive veloc-
ity of global supply chains (‘Easing
on Chinais right move atright
time,'IE, July 11). While our
national security and strategic
concerns are legitimate and non-
negotiable, blocking capital
inflows indiscriminately has his-
torically choked our own domestic
capacity. The recent cabinetap-
provals for manufacturingjoint
ventures, customs duty waivers
on critical electronic components,
and permissions for power equip-
ment tenders representa
pragmatic, overdue shift.

Krishan Kumar Chugh, New Delhi

Theright priorities
THE BJP officially supported Ma-
mataBanerjee’s anti-land acquisi-
tionmovement during the Tata
Nano controversy in Singur. To
attractlarge-scale industrial in-
vestment in Bengal, strategicland
acquisition is essential (‘Direct
land purchase policy in Bengal:
Don’t want another Singur, Nandi-
gram, says CM,'IE, July 12). Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari’s deci-
sionis considered pragmatic by
investors. While land acquisition
isnecessary to attract large capi-
tal, successfully scaling it requires
transparent negotiation, fair com-
pensation, and minimal commu-
nity displacement.

SSPaul, Nadia

Endofanera

SJANAKT'S passing marks the end
ofaniconicerainIndian music
(‘Nightingale of South Indian cin-
ema, who gave voice to over
40,000 songs, falls silent’, IE, July
12). Fondly known as the “Nightin-
galeof South India”, she was much
morethana playback singer. Her
ability to breathe life into every
songwas unparalleled. She effort-
lessly transcended linguistic bar-
riersand united listeners through
the universal language of music.
Though she’s nolonger with us,
her classic songs will continue to
resonateacross generations.
Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

MYTHRI SUDHAKAR

'YOU WON'T get a100 per cent match. If60-
70 per cent of your criteria are met, you
should proceed.” Foryears, this hasbeenone
of the most repeated pieces of advice froma
famous “alliance consultant” on the Netflix
reality show, Indian Matchmaking. Tomany,
it is realistic. Marriage, after all, demands
compromise. But compromise is meaning-
ful only when there is a genuine choice.

India is today shaken by a series of cases
tied to marriage and impending marriages,
fromthealleged dowry death ofamodel and
actor in Bhopal to the Lohagad Fort murder
case. We consume these stories as isolated
crimes or evidence of a “changing gener-
ation”. Instead of asking what happened in-
sidethese relationships, we should ask what
happens before they begin.

During consultations, I kept hearing
versions of the same sentence: “I'm scared
my parents will get me married ifTdon'tse-
cureaplacement.” “My parentssaid they'll
let me continue studying only if I focus on
academics. IfIgetintoacollegero-
mance, they'll marry me off.” “My
parents want me married by 25, so
Thave to settle before then.” Mar-
riage, in these conversations, was-
n't spoken about as companion-
ship or compatibility. It sounded

Many Indian children don't
choose their career, whom
they date and when they are

For many young Indians,
marriage is compliance

horoscope consultants, and premium
matcl ingservices. Millions of arranged
marriages are no doubt consensual and
deeply fulfilling. The problem iswhen choice
isreplaced with compliance.

In Martin Seligman's learned helpless-
nessexperiments duringthelate1960s, ani-
malsrepeatedly exposed tosituationswhere
they had no control eventually stopped try-
ing to escape even when escape became
possible. Human beings are infinitely more
complex than laboratory experiments. But
decades of research have shown similar pat-
terns in people exposed to environments
where personal. agency isrepeatedly under-

ingly seen as a threat to parenting rather
than a reflection of it? Perhaps this is why
so many conversations around marriage
begin with a familiar sentence, “You'll
understand after you're married.”

By the time marriage enters the conver-
sation, many young adults have spent two
decades practising compliance rather than
decision-making. This reminds me of Julian
Rotter's concept of an external locus of con-
trol. People with an externallocus of control
increasingly perceive that important out-
comes in life are determined by forces out-
side themselves — parents, fate, society or
Tuck. In many households, thisworldviewis

mined. Wheni expeti-
encesituations where saying “no” hasnoef-
fect, where disagreement is discouraged or
treated as disrespect, they may begin to be-
lieve that exercising choice is futile.

Many Indian children don't choose
their career, whom they date and when
they are ready for marriage. Every major
life decision is framed as a family
decision. Defiance is interpreted
asselfishness.

The freedom tosay no, to make
decisions for themselves, should
be the ultimate proof of good par-
enting. If children grow into

like adeadline, sometimes even a i adults who can set boundaries,
g ready for marriage. Evel .
punishment. . ){ fe decisi g. s fro vy d and make informed choices, isn't
India has built an entireecon- ~ Majorlite eslslon {5_ rame that evidence that they were
omyaround thisbelief— marriage as a family decision raised well? Why then, is hearing

bureaus, matrimonial websites,

no” from one's child increas-

arefully Children that
elders know best, that family honour out-
d thatdifficult
decisions are someone else's responsibility.
Noneofthissuggests thatlove marriages
are inherently healthier or arranged mar-
riages inherently abusive. The distinctionis
actually between consensual choice and
conditioned compliance. Maybe the better
question is whether people were ever
allowed to understand themselves before
they were expected to understand another
person. Compatibility isn't merely finding
someone who checks 70 per cent of a list. It
isalso having spent a lifetime believing that
your 30 per cent matters as much.

The writer is empanelled as a consultant
psychologist at NIT, Andhra Pradesh

, security and civilisation, along with the Belt
and Road Initiative, into one larger claim about global gov-
ernance. China’s critique has appeal because many of the
complaints are true. The Security Council still looks more like
1945 than 2026. Africa has too little voice. IMF quotas and
‘World Bank shares lag behind economic change. Climate fi-
nance is promised faster than it is delivered. The WTO dispute
system is weakened. Technology rules are often written by
countries that already own the technology. Sanctions outside
the UN system are used often, and not always consistently.
China has attracted 43 countries as Friends of GGI, including
21 from Africa. The coalition is
uneven, but real.

The paper also reveals where
Beijing thinks power will move
next. It names artificial intelli-
gence, cyberspace, outer space,
the deep seas, polar regions, cli-
mategovernance, public health,
trade and international finan-
cial architecture. These do-
mains will shape who controls
data, who finances infrastruc-
ture, who writes Al safety tests
and how much choice the Glo-
bal South actually has.

Several ideas in the white
paper overlap with India’s own
positions: Sovereign equality,
international law, multilateral
decision-making and develop-
ment as a COMMon purpose.
India too wants UN reform, fairer finance, a stronger Global
South and open technology access. Italso opposes small groups
writing rules for everyone else.

China’s record is less tidy than its language. It speaks of sov-
ereignty, but the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor runs
through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. It invokes international
law, but not always when the law cuts against Chinese claims.
‘While Beijing favours a multipolar world, it baulks at a multi-
polar Asia. It speaks of UN-centred rule-making, yet uses criti-
cal mineral export controls as leverage. China’s development
offer can create dependence when loans, ports and digital sys-
tems lack transparency.

China’s white paper is an invitation to debate global re-
form. More importantly, it is a test of India’s capacity to look
ahead. Al rules, space governance and health security are not
foreign policy files alone. They shape India’s development
and security too.

India already has the NITI Aayog to think across ministries
on domestic transformation. That habit is now needed for
changes outside India that will shape its growth, trade, tech-
nology and security. Who is making sure India sees these shifts
before they become constraints? NITI Aayog’s mandate could
be widened. MEA’s Policy Planning and Research Division
could be strengthened. The National Security Council Secre-
tariat could also ensure these issues are treated together across
Ministries and not in separate files. The task s clear: Spot pro-

s early, align ministries, bring in domai 1d think
tanksand build coalitions before negotiations begin. The future
will not wait for India to finish responding to the present. If
Delhiarrives late, it may still get aseat. By then, the choices will
have already narrowed.

The writer is former permanent representative of India to the United
Nations, and dean, Kautilya School of Public Policy, Hyderabad
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MIGRATION HAS always had political over-
tones in Europe. But the story this summer
signals the emergence of a new political vo-
cabulary — one centred on “reimigration”.
The word that once dominated the Euro-
pean far-right's vocabulary has entered Lhe
political mainstream, indicatin,
transformation in how Europe understands
ideas of citizenship and belonging.
OnJune12, the European Union’s Migra-
tionand Asylum Pact i intro-

In Europe, on migration, far right is mainstream

migrants voluntarily returningtotheir coun-
tries of origin. In recent years, however, the
termhas: acqulred avery different meaning.
Muchofthe drawsonthe"GreatRe-
placement” theory advanced by Renaud
Camus and later promoted by Austrian ac-
tivist Martin Sellner. Critics argue that it
shifts the basis of belonging from legal citi-
zenship to ethnicity and cultural identity.
The appeal of remigration lies in its am-
biguity. Unlike terms like “mass deport-
ation”, which carry immediate legal and
moral implications, remigration can referto
anything from stricter enforcement of im-
migration laws to the removal of migrants
and even naturalised citizens deemed insuf-
ficiently i That iguity has

ducingstricter returns procedures. Its more
significant change is political rather than
legal. Traditionally, remigration referred to

helped move the term from the fringe into
themainstreamasthe language of? mulncul»
turalismand integration s r giv-

ingway tonarratives centred on border con-
trol, returns and security. The 2015 refugee
crisi terrorist attack:

uncertainty, the pandemic, ia'si ion
of Ukraine and instability in parts of Africa
and the Middle East, has deepened anxieties
over security, state capacity and national
identity. Migration is now debated less in
terms of numbers than in terms of control,
belonging and political trust.

Indian migrants may not be the
immediate targets, butamore
restrictive political climate could
shape future visa policies, labour
mobility and the everyday
experiences of immigrants

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

Irregular border crossings into the EU
and asylum applications actually declined
in 2025, yet calls for tougher migration pol-
icies have only intensified. The new Migra-
tion and Asylum Pact reflects this changing
mood by placing greater focus on border

andreturns. Suj
that it will restore confidence in the asylum
system, whilecritics seeit asreinforcingase-
curitised approach to migration.

ForIndia, thisdebateis notadistant con-
cern. Europeish ingIndian di-

ity.Indian migrants may not bethe: 1mmed1-

uta i cli-
‘mate could shape future visa policies, labour
mobility and the everyday experiences of im-
‘migrant communities.

Political language often shapes who is
seenasbelongingtoanation. Thatiswhythe
rise of remigration deserves attention. Gov-
ernments and migration policies will
change, butthe political imaginary they cul-
tivate islikely toendure. The significance of

aspora of students, professionals and entre-
preneurs. India and the EU have steadily
expanded cooperation on legal migration
and mobility. Even as ageing populations
and labour shortages increase the demand
forskilled workers in Europe, the continent's
political discourse is increasingly being
framed around security and cultural ident-

New Delhi

Europe's igratic notonlyin
the reforms it produces today, but in the
changing ideas of identity, citizenship and
belonging that it could leave behind.

litical
democracy, political discourse and

contemporary governance. Buttan is a PhD
Scholar at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences
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Sheikh Hamad,
formeremirwho
modernised
Qatar, diesat74

N
g

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
al-Thani oversaw successful bid
to host the 2022 World Cup. fiLe

Reuters
Dubai, July12

QATAR’S FORMER emir,
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-
Thani, a sweeping moderniser
who seized power in 1995 and
broke with tradition to hand it
overtohisson 18 yearslater, has
died at the age of 74.

Qatar’s top government
body, the Amiri Diwan, an-
nounced that Sheikh Hamad
had died on Sunday morning.
It did not mention the cause of
his death. The Qatar that the
current Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani inherited
was already well on its way to
being remade by his father.

A forceful, independent-
minded personality, he ex-
plained in aspeech to mark his
abdication in 2013 that he
‘wanted anew generation “with
their innovative ideas and ac-
tive energies” to take over.

Sheikh Hamad was the
architect of Qatar’s effort tode-
velop its LNG infrastructure
thatallowed itto getits vast gas
reserves to global market. He
established media network Al
Jazeera, which gave Qatar an
outsized voice in Arab politics.
He oversaw the successful bid
to host the 2022 soccer World
Cup, amove that put Qatar on
global stage.

HIS ROLE & HEALTH KEY CONCERNS AMID FRESH U.S. STRIKES

Khamenei absence
weakens Iran: ‘Need
toseethere’saleader’

Reuters
Dubai, July12

THE WHEREABOUTS of
Mojtaba Khamenei have beena
mystery toIraniansand the rest
of the world alike since his ap-
pointment as supreme leadera
'week after the strike that killed
his father at the end of February.

His absence from the main
funeral ceremonies for former
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
‘was so complete there was not
evenawritten message, leaving
people to guess at his plans for
Iranataturbulenttimeinthels-
lamic Republic's47-year history.

Installed with the backing of
the powerful Revolutionary
Guards, he suffered facial dis-

the strike, sources say. They say
he has been making decisions
buthasnotyet been well enough
to come in public. Now,

AAman mounts a banner showing Iran’s late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah AliKhamenei and his successor Mojtaba Khamenei
ahead of a farewell ceremony in Tehran. ReuTers

late Khamenei conducted over
his coffin by histhree other sons
at Iran's holiest shrine,

after hostilities with the underscored the central

US reignited this week, place of family relation-

hisroleand healthare of ships among the Islamic

critical — and growing [} Republic's leadership.

— concern. Mojtaba Khamenei's
“Iunderstand that, three brothers are not

from a security standpoint, he
should not appear in public.
But the country is going
through a very difficult time,”
said Taghi, 47, a shop owner in
Isfahan who asked not to give
his family name. “There is a
need for the Supreme Leaderto
beseen. Even if he has been in-
jured, people need to see that
there is a leader and that he is
running the country.”

The choreography of Thurs-

| day'sburial, with prayers for the

seen as significant political
playersinIran — or likely to be-
come so— though they have all
become senior clerics.

But Ali Khomeini, a grand-
sonofthe founder of Iran's 1979
revolution, will speak on
Mojtaba'sbehalfat amourning
ceremony on Friday, a nod to
the way such family ties are
used to emphasise continuity
inthe clerical system.

There had been speculation
that Mojtaba Khamenei would

finally appear —ifnotin person
thenwitharecorded messageor
evennew photographs —when
his father was finally buried in
the gold-domed shrine.

Senior sources in Iran have
attributed the lack of any new
image or voice recording since
his March 8 appointment by a
clerical assembly to health and
security considerations.

And as a political, strategic,
religious and revolutionary fig-
urehead bearing ultimate auth-
orityinIran, he may need toap-
pear more physically capable
than his recuperation yet allows.

While the Revolutionary
Guards appear to hold a tight
rein over the country for now, it
is not clear how long the leader
of atheocratic state can remain
out of sight.

Ukraine prime minister steps down; offered
new and 1mp0rtant position, says Zelenskyy

Associated Press
Kyiv, July12

'UKRAINIAN PRIME Minister
Yulia Svyrydenko stepped
down on Sunday as President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy an-
nounced fresh changes to
Ukraine’s government, saying
he had offered a new and im-
portant position to the former
premier.

Zelenskyy, who has re-
mained in office under martial
law because wartime elections
are prohibited, has periodically
reshuffled his government in
aneffort tobring fresh momen-
tum to his administration.

Svyrydenko, who has

2killed, 5injuredin
shooting incident
in Toronto festival

Toronto: A shooting near a To-
ronto street festival killed two
peopleand wounded fiveon Sat-
urday, prompting policetowarn
of an active shooter before later

Ukrainian PM Yulia Svyrydenko

served as Ukraine’s economy
minister, was named prime
minister in July 2025 at the age
of 39 after playingalead role in
securing a mineral agreement
between Ukraine and the
United States, seen as an im-

portant way of tying US inter-
ests to Ukraine’s security.

In a statement on social
media, Svyrydenko said she
was “proud to have had the
honor of leading the govern-
ment during one of the most
difficult periods in Ukraine’s
modern history.”

She also said she had dis-
cussed “nextsteps” with Zelen-
skyy, but did not provide
further details.

“Iremain ready toserve the
Ukrainian state and carry out
every task aimed at
strengthening Ukraine’s posi-
tion, defending our national in-
terestsand bringingajust peace
closer,” she said.

Drone strikes on
Russian-controlled
Enerhodarkills 4

‘Moscow: Four people were killed
and a further four were injured
in a Ukrainian drone attack on
Russian-controlled town of
Energodar, Alexei Likhachev,
head of Russian state nuclear
corporation Rosatom, said on
Sunday.

Enerhodar, home to the Za-
porizhzhia nuclear power plant,
fell to Russian forces
within weeks of Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. REUTERS

14 nations and the EU reaffirm 2016 ruling
invalidating China’s claims in South China Sea

Associated Press
Manila, July 12

THE US, the UK and a dozen
other Western and Asian coun-
tries reasserted on Sunday that
China's expansive claims in the

sayingthescene
‘Toronto Police: spokesperson

South Chin: illegal based
onaZ2016 arbitration ruling.

Shannon

two deceased and fve others
with gunshot wounds after the
shooting near St. Clair Avenue
West and Arlington Avenue,
‘where Festival wasunderway. AP

Ajoint issued by
the 14 nations said they rejected
“destabilising” actions in the
disputed waters that threaten
regional stability. The 27-nation
European Union released a

separate statement, reaffirm-
ing the ruling as a “landmark
decision in the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes™.

The statements commem-
orated a July 12, 2016, arbitra-
tion ruling by a tribunal estab-
lished in The Hague under the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, saying the
landmark decision is “is final
and legally binding”.

China reiterated Sunday
that the ruling was “null and
void and has no binding force”

and Beijing “neither accepts
nor recognises it”.

Chinarefused tojointhe ar-
bitration initiated by the Phil-
ippines in 2013 after a tense
standoff in the contested
watersayear earlier thatended
with Beijing effectively seizing
adisputed shoal.

Beijing rejected the 2016 rul-
ing and continues to defend its
claims to virtually the entire sea
passage, akey global trade route
that haslongbeen feared as one
of Asia's most active flashpoints.

Lindsey Graham, Republican senator
and staunch Trump ally, dies at 71

Reuters
July12

USSENATOR Lindsey Graham,
akeyRepublicanwhowent from
avocalcriticof Donald Trumpto
one of his most loyal allies on
Capitol Hill after Trump became
president, has died atage71.

The South Carolina law-
maker died after a “brief and
sudden illness,” his office
posted on X early on Sunday.
US media said emergency per-
sonnel had responded to a call
for cardiac arrest at his Capitol
Hill home on Saturday night.

Graham, justback fromatrip
toUkraine, had beenscheduled
toappearonthe “Meet the Press”
interview program on Sunday
morning, the network said.
Shortly after his death was an-
nounced, Trump called Gra-
ham “one of the greatest people
andsenatorsThaveever known”
and a hard-working patriot.

Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy said he was
“deeply saddened”, calling Gra-
ham “a true defender of free-
dom and the values that make
our world safer”.

A defence hawk, Graham
“consistently pushed for out-
comes inthe War on Terror that
protect our long-term national
security interests,” his website

From criticto ally:

a .

US Senator Lindsey Graham at a press conference after his meeting
with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv. FiLe

said. He was a prominent sup-
porter of Israel and Ukraineand
an opponent of Iran.

During the 2016 campaign,
in which Graham was among
many Republicans wholost the
presidential nomination to
Trump, he posted on social
media: “If we nominate Trump,
we will get destroyed ... and we
will deserve it.” Graham told
CNNin2015that Trump was “a
race-baiting, xenophobic, relig-
iousbigot,”adding, “He doesn't

represent my party. He doesn't
represent the values that the
men and women who wear the
uniform are fighting for.”

Later, after becoming a loyal
supporter and frequent golf
partner, Graham still publicly
disagreed with Trump’sdecision
uponreturningtoofficelast year
to pardon about 1,500 of the
president’s supporters who at-
tacked the US Capitol on January
6, 2021, saying it could lead to
more violence.

Graham’s long, strange

& consequential friendship with Trump

Associated Press
July12

AFTER THE Capitol rioton Jan.
6, 2021, Sen. Lindsey Graham
said he had finally had enough
of the man who was cham-
pioned by the mob thatstormed
the pillar of American democ-
racy: President Donald Trump.
“Trump and I, we've had a
hell of ajourney. I hate it to end
this way. Oh my God, I hate it.
Frommy pointof view, he’sbeen
aconsequential president,” an
emotional Graham said once
authorities cleared the rioters
and allowed senators toreclaim
their chamber. “All I can say is
count me out. Enough is
enough.” It wasn't, of course.
Graham, the South Carolina
Republican who died unex-
pectedly on Saturday night at
age 71, realized that his party’s
future was inextricably tied to
Trump and quickly reverted

back to being a staunch de-
fender. Theshift made what had
onceseemed like a final rupture
into just another twist in the
topsy-turvy relationship be-
tween the powerful senator and
the president who came to
dominate their party.

“Canwe move forward with-
out President Trump? The
answer is no,” Graham said in
May 2021, just four months after
the Jan. 6 attack. “I've deter-
mined we can’t grow without
him.” Graham often advised
Trump on foreign affairs, par-
ticularly on matters pertaining
to Israel, Ukraine and Iran. He
was a frequent visitor at the
‘White House.

“I'said, ‘We'll see you soon,
come over anytime you want,”
Trump said about his last con-
versation with the senator.

The senator and Trump first
clashed while competing for
the 2016 presidential nomina-

Horns Haste, Heartbeats

Revelers run alongside La Palmosilla fighting bulls during the sixth
San Fermin festival in Pamplona, Spain on Sunday. The Running of
the Bulls, or Encierro, dates back to the 16th century, when fighting
bulls were herded through the city’s streets to the bull ring. reuters

tion. Graham described Trump
as “unfit for office,” and was an-
gered when Trump denigrated
the military service of Gra-
ham’s close friend, Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz. Trump sug-
gested, “Ilike people that were-
n’t captured” when talking
about McCain’s years as a
prisoner of war in Vietnam.
Trump got mad enough at
Graham to release the senator’s

TRIBUTESPOUR
INFORGRAHAM

Oneof the greatest
peopleand
Senators I have
ever known.

He was always
working, and was
atrue American
Patriot. Lindsey
will be greatly
missed”

DONALD TRUMP,

US. PRESIDENT

s
<)

Lindsey Graham
understood that
thesecurity of
Israeland America
areinseparable.
Israel haslostone
ofits greatest
friends. America
haslostagreat
patriot.T havelost
abeloved friend”
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU,
ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER

i ¥

neighbourhood in Sarcelles,
amulticultural Paris suburb
with alarge Jewish popula-
tion, owing to a “suspicious”
carnear the town’s
synagogue, French Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez
said on Sunday. Nunez,
speaking to French broad-
caster BFM, said the
incident took place on Sat-
urday evening. Nunezsaid
aninvestigation was under
‘way and thata “military
weapon” had been found in
the vehicle and that the mo-
tive and suspect had not
beenidentified. REUTERS

Deeply saddened

personal cellphone number.
That prompted a viral video in by th.e newsof the
which the senator dramatically passing of US
destroyed aseries of flip phones. Senator Lindsey
He smashed one with a meat Graham. Lindsey
demrnd ncthrait ool s atrue dfender
blenéier and toaster oven to p\ll— offreedomand the
verize others before tossing one values that make
offthe roof. our world safer.”

Gra}]mn'_n ev_entually like_ned VOLODYMYR

Trump’s winning the nomina-
tion to “being shot in the head™ ZELENSKYY,
and said he refused to vote for PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE
‘Trump that M

| s BRIEFLY
FRANCE PAKISTAN
300evacuated  Copshotdeadin
inParissuburb terroristattack
after car scare in KPK province
ABOUT 300 people were APOLICE constable was shot
evacuated froma dead byanunidentified as-

sailantinaterroristattackin
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince on Sunday, police said.
Theincident took place in
the mountainous district of
Buner. Accordingto prelim-
inaryreports, Constable
Miskeen Zada was sittingin-
sideapolice postwhena
militant entered the prem-
isesand opened indiscrimi-
nate fire, killing him on the
spotbefore fleeing the scene.
Thesuspected attacker had
reportedly been stayingin
theareaforseveral days and
was believed to have been
undersurveillance. PTI

o WITH ITS MASS-PRODUCED AND CHEAP A.l.-POWERED WAR MACHINES, THE GERMAN START-UP ILLUSTRATES A SHIFT IN MILITARY SPENDING

Inside the secret factory bulldlng Aldrones for Ukraine’s war—and Europe’s future

Vivienne Walt
July12

AT Asecretlocation insouthern
Germany, the manager of a
drone factory owned by Helsing
SE — Europe’s most valuable ar-
tificialintelligence defence star-
tup — handed over a lethal kill-
ing machine to cradle in my
arms. Weighingjust 26 pounds,
the black, hard-foam attack
drone is so light and looks so
simple thatitis easy to forgetits
role in a surging multibillion-
dollar industry, the Russia-
Ukraine war —and maybe even
in Europe’s future security.

For decades, Western gov-
ernments have ordered supplies
like tanks, fighter jets and sub-

‘marines from contractors such
asLockheed Martin orNorthrop
Grumman. Those items take
years to deliver and are dizzy-
ingly expensive; an F-35 jet can
run to over $100 million.

That sort of multiyear gov-
ernment contract still accounts
for a lot of military spending.
But the current trend is clear:
Defence technology is becom-
ing cheaper and nimbler, with
breakthroughs developed by
privately funded companies
rather than governments.

“There’satransformationin
defence economics,” said Alex-
ander Blanchard, senior re-
searcher in Al governance at
the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute.

Ofthe Pentagon’s$1.5trillion
budget request for next year,
about $55 billion is earmarked
for the creation of a new un-
manned, Al-powered arsenal.

Onamore modestscale, the
European Union is piloting a
115 million-euro program to
fund AI defence companies.
These budgets are expected to
grow, and defense technology
hasbecome aboomingarea for
venture capital.

Helsing, like other farsmaller
defence startups, has already
flipped the script on slugglsh

Helsing’s aircraft engmeers are building the company’s first

gover byhar the
type of disruptive innovation
morecommon inSilicon Valley,
tappingbillions in venture capi-
taland hiring top tech talent.

fighter jet, named CA-1 Europa. Nyt

The company, some of
‘whose top ranks migrated from
Palantir, Tesla, Appleand Meta,

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

set out to mass-produce war
machines costing as little as
17500 euros.

Powered by Al they require
minimal military personnel
and barely a week’s training.
And the drones have been
battle-tested under fire in
Ukraine. Few companies illus-
trate the profound shift in the
way militaries spend as clearly
as does Helsing, the 5-year-old
Munich-based startup. This
month, the firm allowed Deal-
Book to be the first US journal-
istsinside its drone factory.

Situated in a serene, subur-
banindustrial complex, the fac-
tory operates under watertight
security. DealBook agreed notto
disclose its location, and other
tenants in the complex are kept
unaware of its existence.

Helsing’s name appears no-

New Delhi

where: The company fears the
factory could be a prime target
for sabotage or attack, given
that thousands of the drones
assembled here have been de-
ployed against Russian forces
in Ukraine.

The factory is able to be dis-
mantled and relocated withina
day, in case of a threat. The 100
or so factory workers, many of
‘whom were recently laid off by
flagging German carmakers,
undergo extensive security vet-
ting and sign nondisclosure
agreements. Painted on one
wall is a motivational slogan
reading, “Protecting our
democracies.”

When Helsing’s three
founders started the company

in2021, with seed funding from
Spotify founder Daniel EK's ven-
ture capital firm, they had one
mission: stave off Russian
threats, and fast.

“The urgency was clear, or
at least clear to us,” said the
company’s co-founder and co-
CEO, Gundbert Scherf, who
was previously an adviser to
Germany’s Defense Mministry
and a partner at McKinsey.
“There was a need to do more
in defense and give Europe a
stronger footing.” Yet with Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine still a
year away, investors were un-
convinced. “At the time, it was
virtually impossible to raise
money for defence in Europe
Scherfsaid. NYT



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Economy

MONDAY, JULY 13,2026

1

IN 2025-26, INDIAN START-UPS RAISED $11.7 BILLION, DOWN 18% FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR

US Al giants’ IPOs could unlock
funding tap for Indian start-ups

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, July 12

SPACEX’S $75-BILLION Initial
Public Offering (IPO) last
month made it the world’s lar-
gest listing, well ahead of the
$26 billion or so raised by Saudi
Aramco in late 2019 and SK
Hynix last week.

‘What SpaceX’s IPO also did
‘was to set the stage for what
may be equally gargantuan list-
ingsintheartificial intelligence
(AI) space: OpenAl and An-
thropic. And the returns from
these three IPOs could open the
tap for thirsty Indian start-ups.

According to data Complled

Founders Fund, whose $600
million investment in SpaceX
wasworth more than $50 billion
at the company’s IPO price of
$135, according to a Bloomberg
report, which added that An-
dreessen Horowitz s return from
its investment in SpaceX would
be the biggest in its history.

SpaceX’s IPO valued it at
$1.8 trillion. In June, both An-
thropic and OpenAI had confi-
dentially filed for a listing.
While the latter wants to be
valued at $1 trillion in its IPO,
Anthropic in May said it had
raised $65 billion at a valuation
of $965 billion.

“Historically, successful

« How SpaceX, Anthropic, and OpenAl's PE/VC
investors have put money into Indian tech

® Total funding ($ bn)

© Number of rounds

2016 2018

2020

2022 2024 2026

NOTE: DATA FOR 2026 1S TILL JUNE 25 AND INCLUDES ONLY EQUITY FUNDING IN

INDIA'S TECHSECTOR, SOURCE: TRACKN

money into US and Indian
firms. InIndia, while 71%of the
investments of these 54 firms
have been at the seed or early
stage, 93% of the money in
firms such as SpaceX, An-
thropic, and OpenAlwas at the
late-stage.

This, Singh said, reflects a
“deliberate strategy of concen-
trating capital behind a small
number of category-defining
companies rather than follow-
ing their typical investment
pattern” which sees them in-
vest just 12% at the late stage
across the US portfolio.

Whatever the money and
stage overseas funds will be

exits have strengthened the

by private market ir
platform Tracxn for The Indian
[Express, the 54 Private Equity
(PE) and Venture Capital (VC)
firms that have backed SpaceX,
Anthropic,and OpenAlhave de-
ployed $57.8 billion across 1,376
rounds in Indian technology
companies between 2016 and
June 2026. Investments in In-
dianspace-tech firms havebeen
just $160 million, with 12 of the
54 participating in four rounds.

Apart from validating Elon
MusK’s confidence in his space-
plus-Al company, SpaceX’s IPO
also made the sort of profits for
those PE firms and VCs who in-
vested early enough. Consider,
for instance, Peter Thiel’s

ability of VC and PE firms to
raise larger successor funds,”
said Neha Singh, Tracxn’s Co-
founder. “Given that India al-
ready features in the active
portfolios of these 54 firms, are-
coveryininvestmentactivity is
plausible as fresh capital is
raised and redeployed.”

At the same time, Singh
cautioned that it is difficult to
estimate how much capital
may come to India as IPO pro-
ceedsare primarily distributed
toLimited Partners rather than
directly increasing General
Partner deployment capacity.

However, there are “early
signs of capital recycling”.

Take, forinstance, Chicago-
based VC firm Valor Equity
Partners, whose 4% stake in
SpaceX was worth around $70
billion at the IPO price. Accord-
ing to reports, Valor is looking
to raise $2.5 billion by the end
0f2026. But whether any of that
money will reach Indian shores
is up in the air given Valor’s
focus on deep tech, defence,
and late-stage Al infrastructure
inthe US, Singh of Tracxn said.

“Asaresult, any meaningful
increase in India allocations is
more likely to emerge over the
medium term as successor
funds are raised and deployed,

rather than as an immediate
POSEIPO. cheadded

d not just by the start-
ups but even Indian policy-
makers, with the Indian econ-

As per private capital data
provider PitchBook, liquidity
conditions in Asia-Pacific are
improving. This suggests “the
region’s capital recycling cycle
isbeginning to repair after sev-
eral years of constrained real-
isations,” it said in a report late
last month.

Earlier this year in February,
Peak XV had said it had raised
$1.3billion forits new IndiaSeed,
IndiaVenture,and APAC funds.

There are differences in
how the SpaceX-Anthropic-
OpenAl investors have poured

omy having
sleepwalked into an exodus of
foreign capital over the last
couple of years as repatriation
of past investments piled up
rapidly, totalling $150 billion
over 2023-24, 2024-25, and
2025-26. This is equal to 61% of
gross FDI into the country, re-
sulting in net FDI over the
aforementioned three years
being a mere $18 billion.
In2025-26, Indian start-ups
raised $11.7 billion, down 18%
from the previous year, accord-
ingtoTracxn. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

US nuclear firm Holtec’s
IPO plans could have
an India SMR footprint

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, July 12

HOLTEC INTERNATIONAL,
an American nuclear firm
cleared by the US Department
of Energy (DoE) to invest in In-
dia’s atomic energy sector, has
filed with the American secur-
ities regulator to go publiclater
this year.

Florida-based Holtec, one of
the world’s largest exporters of
capital nuclear components, is
afrontrunner in the emerging
small modular reactor (SMR)
space and could combine the
initial public offering (IPO) with
some private placement toraise
capital for its upcoming pro-
jects, including proposed SMR-
based projects in India.

The upcoming issue, billed
asone of the biggest IPOsinthe
global nuclear industry in
years, would help fund a $10
billion plan to enable Holtec
pivot from being a supplier of
nuclear gear and decommis-
sioningservicesintoafull-scale
reactor manufacturer and
atomic plant operator.

Some of the upbeat demand
projections for the nuclear sector
are coming in from the Al data
centre boom, but the broader
push for lower-emission elec-
tricity base-load solutions across
the world is seen as a strong
driver for growth in the nuclear
sector. “Andoneof the main rea-

Investors expand
overseas portfolio
through GIFT City

Christina Titus &
Anjana Therese Antony
Mumbai, July 12

INDIAN INVESTORS are in-
creasingly exploring foreign
asset classes such as US stocks
and exchange traded funds
(ETFs) through Gujarat Inter-
national Finance Tec-City
(GIFT City).

According to data from the
Global Access Provider (GAP)
platform of the India Interna-
tional Exchange (IndiaINX), the
total traded value in the June
quarter (till June 26) surged
more than 80 % quarter-on-
quarter toaround $1.74 billion.

Inthe March quarter, traded
value had risen 34%.

Traded value refers to the
total monetary value of all
executed transactions.

“It (GAP) gives an opportun-
ity for Indians to invest abroad
ininternational stocksin FATF-
compliant jurisdictions, en-
abling diversification,” said
Pradeep Ramakrishnan, execu-
tive director at the Interna-
tional Financial Services
Centres Authority (IFSCA).

Headded that both proprie-
tary traders and retail investors
are driving the growth. “In
June 2026 alone, 16 brokers
‘were registered, which is a tes-
timony to the growing popular-
ity of this model.”

An India INX official said
the growing appetite for foreign
securities is being driven by
portfoliodiversification, higher
retail participation, and the rise
of discount brokers.

‘While domesticbenchmark

RBIregulations
allowresident
individuals to remit
up to $250,000
overseas each
financialyearunder
the Liberalised
Remittance Scheme

indices underperformed and
the broader market posted a
single-digit decline, US mar-
kets delivered stronger returns
inrupee terms, he added.

Experts said greater aware-
ness and easier access have en-
couraged more brokers to join
the platform.

Many clients are willing to
allocate 20-30% of their invest-
able surplus to global markets,
said Niteen Dongare, Director
and Chief Executive Officer of
GIFT City IFSC business at
Anand Rathi International
Ventures. Interest is also grow-
ingamonghigh net-worth indi-
viduals (HNIs), corporates and
family offices.

The Reserve Bank of India’s
regulations allow resident indi-
vidualsto remit up to $250,000
overseas each financial year
under the Liberalised Remit-
tance Scheme (LRS).

Equity and debt remit-
tances under the LRS rose
more than fourfold to $1.76 bil-
lion in FY26 from $422 million
in FY19, indicating what in-
dustry experts described as a
structural shift towards global
diversification. FE

TCS plans 8,900
Aldeployment
engineers, seeks
acquisitions

Bengaluru: Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) is building a
team of upto 8,900 forward-de-
ployed engineers and hunting
for Al acquisitions as it bets ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) will cre-
ate new business rather than
undermine outsourcing, two

TCS executives told Reuters.
The strategy emerges amid
investor concern that Al could
disruptIndia’s $315billionITser-
vices industry by reducing de-
mand for engineering teams,
shortening project timelinesand
ing prices as clients seek

« Hiring trends reshape workforce landscape

and i skill
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shift from volume hiring

toquality hiring, says a report by upGrad Rekrut.
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growth expected by 50%
of th S

ashare of productivity gains.
“We would be... ensuring
that we have as many as 1% to

1.5% of our who
could be what you would call
FDEs,” CEO K Krithivasan said
in an interview. Krithivasan’s
figures would translate to
roughly 5,900 to 8,900 em-
ployees based on TCS’s end-
June headcount. Krithivasan
did not say whether the firm
‘would hire externally or retrain
existing staff.

Forward-deployed engin-
eers embed with clients to ac-
celerate Al adoption and tailor
tools to business needs, a role
that has emerged as a hiring
bright spotinasector grappling
with Al-driven efficiency gains.

The plan pits TCS against
firms such as OpenAl, An-
thropic and Microsoft, which
have expanded hiring for for-
ward-deployed engineers to
help clients deploy Al tools.

Ttis also evaluating acquisi-
tionsin Al datasecurity and cy-
bersecurity, after largely shun-
ningthem foryearsand relying
instead on organic growth until
late 2025. REUTERS

the most sought-after talent

segment across industries

® Restructuring across IT services

and global capability centres is

creating an opportunity to tap

experienced tech professionals
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Alliteracy is becoming a

crucial criterion as

companies prepare for

7| Al-led transformation

across businesses
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* literacy as
amandatory

criterion, even as the
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Professionals with 3-8 years of tonearly double
i h da by 2027
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hire, butby how effectively they identify, assess and

securecritical talent.”
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FM to meet PSB chiefs, review
foreign currency deposit drive

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will meet
the heads of public sector
banks (PSBs) Monday to review
the progress of foreign cur-
rency deposit mobilisation
campaign beingundertaken by
thelenders.

In a bid to attract foreign
currency deposits by Non-Resi-
dentIndians, Overseas Citizens
of India and Persons of Indian
Origin, RBI last month with-
drew, till September 30, interest
rate ceiling on fresh Foreign

Currency Non-Resident (Bank)
deposits of 3-5 years’ maturity.

The move came at a time
when FCNR(B) deposit inflows
weakened sharply, with netin-
flows droppingtojust $946 mil-
lion in FY26 from $7.1 billion in
FY25. Sitharaman will chair the
meeting of PSBs’ chiefs and fi-
nancial institutions, including
IDBI Bank, on mobilisation of
FCNR(B) deposits, overseas for-
eign currency bonds and exter-
nal commercial borrowings on
July 13, sources said. PTI

sonsI'mdoingit
sothatwecangobuildin Indla,
Kiris P Singh, the Indian-Ameri-
can promoter and CEO of the
firmtold The Indian Express.
‘The country’s atomic power
sector was opened up through
an overarching legislation late
last year. The passage of the
SHANTI Act, 2005 — thateased
the liability framework and
paved the way for greater pri-
vate and foreign participation.
Holtecislearnttobein talks
with NTPC Ltd, India’s largest
integrated power generator, for
anew collaboration, apart from
ahandful ofotheralliances with
equipment manufacturers. The
company iscurrently in the pro-
cess of getting the regulatory
clearances across jurisdictions

*BRIEFLY

*HOLTECLEADS INDIARACE

HOLTEC’S LISTING comes in
the backdrop of renewed global
interestin nuclear power, led
by electricity demand from data
centres and transition to
cleaner energy

PRIVATELY OWNED Holtec

is now the leading contender
looking toinvest in India’s atomic
power sector

THENUCLEAR company's main
pitch centres on fostering a
public-private initiative around
the US firm’s flagship SMR-300

T %

ITALSO proposes using existing
coal plantsites in India to deploy
its SMR-based projects, with the

possibility of joint manufacturing

for its flagship small modular
reactor, the SMR-300.

Holtec is among a handful
of American nuclear firms that
have been accorded ‘specific
authorisations’ from the US
government with respect to a
restrictive American regulation
referred to as “10CFR810” —
(Part 810 of Title 10, Code of
Federal Regulations of the US
Atomic Energy Act of 1954).

This authorisation permits
these firms, subject to certain
conditions, to transfer technol-
ogytoentitiesin countriessuch
as India, which is otherwise
barred under 810 regulations.

Alongside the IPO, Holtec
may unbundle some parts of
the company (Holtec Interna-
tional) and offer these segments
toinvestors through the private
market, including sovereign
wealth funds and other inves-
tors. The firmwaslearnttobe in
talks with Abu Dhabi-based in-
vestment fund International
Holdings Company for a poten-
tial fundraise last year.

Holtec’s planned issue
comes at a time of surging in-
terest in nuclear energy from
data centers and the clean
energy transitions planned by
utilities across markets.

For India, Holtec holds
special significance. Unlike
‘Westinghouse Electric Co and
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy, the
two US nuclear industry flag
bearers that were seen as early

G()yal tovisit with Hindustan Unileverand
0 . Dabur trimming permanent

Belglum’ Flnland’ workforce, as peg}their

Sp ain this week annual reports. While Nestle

Indla, Maricoand Tata

New Delhi: C: d ddedto

Industry Minister Piyush lhelr headcount HULand

Goyal willembarkona five- Dabursawa fallin permane-

dayvisittoSpain, Belgium, ntemployees ontherolls. PTI

and Finland to discuss ways n e

toboost trade andinvest- ‘Airtel betson

mentsbetween Indiaand the - :

three countries, an official fmanClal Semces’

statementsaid Sunday. The
delegation compriseslead-
ingIndian firmsacrosssec-
torssuchasadvanced manu-
facturing, clean energy, food
processing, digital techno-
logies, and healthcare, the
ministrysaid. PTI

Employee
headcount dips
at HUL, Dabur

New Delhi: Top FMCG firms
showed amixed picture on
staffstrength in2025-26,

datacentres’

New Delhi: Afterinvesting
overRs3.3lakh croreinbuil-
dingdigital infra, Bharti Air-
telisbettingbig on financial
services, data centres, cloud
forthe next phase of growth,
Chair Sunil Bharti Mittal said
initsannualreport. Bharti
Airtel hasannounced
Rs20,000-crore investment
inNBFC Airtel Money while
itsdatacentre Nxtrahad
raised $1billion, aboutRs
9,500 crore, as part of its plan
tobuild1GW capacity. PTI

© INVESTORS ARGUE THAT INDIA'S ORGANISED CAFE MARKET IS STILL IN AN EARLY GROWTH PHASE

Coffee chains brew big bets despite losses; investors focus on store ecconomics

Viveat Susan Pinto &
S Shanthi
Mumbai/Bengaluru, July12

INDIA'S NEW-AGE coffee
chains are stepping up expan-
sion despite continuing losses,
backed by investors betting on
the long-term potential of the
country’s under-penetrated
branded cafe market.

Third Wave Coffee plans to
open 100 cafés this financial
'year while targeting company-
wide break-even. Blue Tokai
aimstoexpand its network from
240 outlets to 800 by FY30 and
is preparing for an eventual
public listing. Nothing Before
Coffee (NBC), which has grown

While profits remain elusive,
investorsareincreasingly focus-
ing on store-level economics
rather than headline losses, ar-
guingthatIndia’sorganised cafe
marketisstillinan early growth
phase. “The earlier failures in
the cafe segment were largely
capital-discipline failures, not
failures of the category itself,”
said Vish Narain, managing
partner at Pulsar Capital, which
is backing Blue Tokai’s interna-
tional expansion.

“Chains expanded store
count before proving unit econ-
omics. Investors today under-
stand that India’s per-capita cof-
fee consumption is still in its
early stages. They are reading

Consumers use cafesas workspaces, meenng polnts and all-day

the challenge.
According to Tracxn, Heis-
sette ges, the parent of

tol14café 45cities, pl

to more than double its foot-
print over the next two years.

pastst 1gexecu-
tion, not wrong thesis,” Narain
said. The financials underline

Third Wave Coffee, accumu-
lated losses of Rs 320 crore be-

ify. REUTERS

tween FY21and FY25, while its
total assets stood at Rs 538 crore
attheend of FY25. MuhavraEn-
terprises, Blue Tokai's parent,
reported accumulated losses of

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Rs 175 crore over the same
period, with assets of nearly
Rs 370 crore. FY26 financials
are not yet available.

NBC accumulated losses of
nearlyRs3croreover FY24 and
FY25 against total assets of Rs
18 crore. Mumbai-based pre-
mium chain Subko Coffee, with
16 outlets in India and one in
Dubai, posted losses of Rs 45
crore over five years, while total
assetsstood at Rs 61 croreatthe
end of FY25. Third Wave Coffee
said about 90% of its outlets are
Ebitda-positive and expects to
achieve company-wide break-
eveninFY27.

Blue Tokai, backed by Ver»

has adopted a franchisee-in-
vested, company-operated
(FICO) model to reduce cash
burn while retaining oper-
ational control. “FICO lets us
expand quickly with franchisee
capital while keeping oper-
ational control,” said Ankesh
Jain, Co-founderand CEO, No-
thing Before Coffee.

Industry observers say in-
vestor confidence has been
strengthened by changing
business models. Operators are
increasingly moving away from
large dine-in cafes towards
compact grab-and-go outlets
and cloud kitchens, sharply re-
ducmgcapxtal expenditureand

linvest, is targetin;

payback periods.

by March 2028.
NBC declined to specify a
profitability timeline but said it

“These formats materially
cutcapex per outlet and shrink
paybacktimelines, making the

New Delhi

category venture-fundable
rather than just a slow-and-
steady, self-funded business,”
said Krishna Dev Pathak, in-
vestment banker and advisor to
early-stage startups.

Lower capital i

frontrunners for an entry into
India’s civil nuclear sector, the
smaller, privately-owned Holtec
isnowintheleadtoinvestinthe
country’s atomic power sector.

The unprecedented regula-
tory clearance by the US DoE
last year potentially sets it on
coursetoleverage thecommer-
cial potential of the Indo-US
civil nuclear deal.

The March 26, 2005 appro-
val from DoE cleared Holtec In-
ternational’s application for
specific authorisation with re-
spect to the DoE’s restrictive
regulation that is referred to as
“10CFR810". This specific auth-
orisation (SA IN2023-001) now
conditionally permitted Holtec
to transfer “unclassified small
modular reactor technology” to
its regional subsidiary Holtec
Asia, aswell as Tata Consulting
Engineers Ltd, and Larsen &
Toubro Ltd in India. Holtec is
looking at other partnershipsin
India, including the ongoing
discussions with NTPC.

Holtec’s main pitch centres
on fostering a public-private in-
itiative around the US firm’s
flagship SMR-300, to poten-
tially help break this stasis in
the nuclear engagement be-
tween the two countries. It also
proposes using existing coal
plantsitesinIndiatodeployits
SMR-based projects, with the
possibility of joint manufactur-
inginthe future. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

EPFOinvites
applications
foramnesty
scheme

New Delhi: Retirement fund
body Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO) has
invited applications for an
amnesty scheme from provi-
dent fund trusts to regularise
their status.

Employers, stakeholders
and the general public are ad-
vised to take note of the
scheme, which will remain
open for six months, a labour
ministry statement said.

EPFO, under the Ministry of
Labour & Employment, hasin-
troduced the Amnesty Scheme,
2026, providing a one-time op-
portunity for establishments
operating exempted Provident
Fund (PF) Trusts recognised
under the Income Tax Act,
1961, to regularise their status,
itstated.

The Finance Act, 2026, has
aligned the Income Tax frame-
work governing recognised
provident funds with the statu-
tory and administrative provi-
sions of the Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund & Misc Provisions
Act, 1952.

Recognition under the In-
come Tax Act, 2025, will be
available only to provident
funds that have obtained
exemption under Section 17 of
the Employees’ Provident
Fund & Misc. Provisions Act,
1952.Amnesty will be granted
to such establi 1ts retro-

have strengthened unit econ-
omics, reinforcing investor
confidence despite delayed
company-level profitability.
Investors arealso bettingon
abroader shiftin consumer be-
haviour. Anuj Kejriwal, CEO
and MD of Anarock Retail, said
rising incomes, urbanisation
and changing preferences are
gradually moving India from “a
tea economy to a coffee econ-
omy”. Theshiftiswideningthe
addressable market for organ-
ised coffee chains beyond the
metros into smaller cities. FE

spectively under Section 17 of
the Act and Section 143 of the
Code on Social Security, 2020.

The scheme applies to es-
tablishments that have been
operating a Provident Fund
Trust recognised under the In-
come Tax Act, 1961, but do not
possessa formal exemption no-
tification from the appropriate
government — Central govern-
ment or State government, as
the case may be.

The scheme is valid for a
period of six months from the
date of notification. PTI
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ECnow wants
SIR status of new
voters’ parents:
What this means

Damini Nath
New Delhi, July12

THE ELECTION Commission of India’s (ECI) online
voter registration portal, ECINET, now requires
applicants to provide details of their parents’status in
the last Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls,
down to the polling booth number and the elector’s serial
number on that roll. This is even as Form 6, which is the
statutory form for new enrolments, has yet to be
amended under the procedure established by law.

What is the new procedure?

ECINET lets users submit forms for new electoral reg-
istrations, changes to existing electoral rolls, and dele-
tions. The version of Form 6, which is the electors’ enrol-
ment form under the Representation of the People Act,
1950, and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, avail-
able for online submission now has a part that asks appli-
cants if their parents were in the last SIR. This isundera
section called the “declaration form”.

Ifyes, they are required to provide the Assembly con-
stituency number, the polling booth number (part
number) and the serial number at which their father or
mother was registered in the last SIR.

So far, the EC has completed the SIR in 10 states and
three UTs since June last year; for the remaining
states/UTs, the last intensive revision refers to the exercise
conducted in the early 2000s. The exercise is currently
underway in 19 other states/UTs. For all states where the
SIR has been completed or is underway, except for Bihar,
the EC’s online Form 6 submission process requires the
applicant to fill the new
“declaration form” about
their parents. If the appli-
cant’s parents were not in
thelast SIR, then they
mustselect that option
and provide their parents’
names and Electors Photo
Identity Card (EPIC)
numbers, if available.

*SIRCOVERAGE

® The SIRisonin19states/UTs,
while the ECis yet to announce it
for Himachal Pradesh, Ladakh
and Jammu and Kashmir.

@ Inthe case of Assam, the EC
has decided not to hold the SIR
till the National Register of

Citizens (NRC) exercise is com- ‘What does the law say?
pletedin the state. Article 326 of the Con-
stitution the

right to enrol as an elector
toalladult citizens ordinarily resident in an Assembly
constituency, unless otherwise disqualified by law.

The Representation of the People Act, 1950 gives the
Centre the power to make rules regarding the conduct of
elections and the registration of electors. Section 28 of
the RPA, titled “Power to make rules”, says every rule
made under the Act “shall be laid, as soon as may be after
itis made, before each House of Parliament”. Form 6 isa
part of the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, which
emanates from the Act. Therefore, any change tothe
form would require an amendment and gazette notifica-
tion by the Law and Justice Ministry, according to former
EC officials who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Has there been anamendment?

No. The Law and Justice Ministry is yet to notify any
change to Form 6, as seen in the notifications available
on the e-Gazette website from June 24, 2025 — when the
EC first announced the SIR — so far. In fact, the Form 6
available for download on ECINET, ostensibly for print-
ing and submitting physically to electoral officials, does
not have the new SIR “declaration form” part.

The EC did not respond to requests for comment.

‘What does it mean for new electors?

New applicants, predominantly people who have re-
cently turned 18, are now required to trace their parents
to thelast SIR. Since the EC has yet to comment on or an-
nounce this change, it is unclear whether those who are
unable to provide the details will face greater scrutiny.

The introduction of the declaration has greater signifi-
cance at atime the ECis conducting an unprecedented
SIR of electoral rolls, where the rolls are being prepared
afresh instead of being revised as was done annually. A
total of 5.58 crore names have been deleted from the rolls
so far. Previous intensive revisions have not required all
electors to submit forms and documents to prove their
eligibility, including citizenship, as the SIR does.
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DAYS AFTER indicting gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi in a series of crimes, including the
killing of Canada-based Khalistan separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, the US Department
of Justice (DoJ) has confirmed to The In-
dian Expressthatit will seek his extradition.

Last week, the US DoJ had charged 37
people, also including Punjab Police SHO
Gurinderjit Singh Nagra, in the indictment
aspartofits ‘Operation Hardball’ —a coor-
dinated action by law enforcement from
the US, Canada and Europe which led to
the arrest of 24 people linked to three In-
dian crime syndicates with transnational
networks. The charges included racketeer-
ing conspiracy, murder and extortion.

‘When the US does formally submit its
extradition request, what legal process will
be triggered? Do the charges qualify for
extradition under the India-US treaty? Can
India refuse to hand over Bishnoi —lodged
inajailin Gujarat — or atleast delay his sur-
render? The answers lie in the India-US
Extradition Treaty, India’s Extradition Act,
1962, and a legal process in which Indian
courts and the Union government both
play distinct roles.

India
has extradited
only overadozen
fugitives to the US
since the 1997 treaty
came nto force.

firstwas Yogesh
, ¢ RatilalShahin 2002,

The

«EXTRADITIONS BETWEENINDIA
ANDTHEU.S. AREINFREQUENT
11 Fugitives extradited by

the US to India between
2002and 2018

Pending Indian
requests with US
authorities in this time

6

Key extradition requests to US
REFUSED CLEARED
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Lawrence Bishnoi. fiLe

2 avid Warren Tahawwur
wanted by the FBlin a bank Coleman Anderson Rana
fraud case. The latest was Headley  Union Carbide 26/1accused
Ganesh Shenoy, extradited | 96/11 accused chief But: Came
in2025to face Why: Hisplea Why:US cited aftera
\ P inafatal eficienciesin  lengthy legal
2005 car crash. barred it the evidence process

proceedings before a US magistrate judge,
habeas corpus proceedings before a dis-
trict court, appeals before the Ninth Circuit
and petitions before the US Supreme Court
before his extradition was finally ap-
proved. Even a priority terrorism case took
years to conclude.

CanIndia refuse or delay
extradition?

Evenifthe treaty requirements are sat-
isfied, extradition is not automatic. Meet-
ing the treaty’s conditions merely enables
the process; it does not compel India toim-
mediately surrender the accused.

For Bishnoi in particular, the most sig-
nificant legal consideration is that he is al-
ready injudicial custody and faces numer-
ous criminal prosecutions across India.

Article 14 of the treaty says the re-
quested state “may” temporarily surrender
theaccused for trial before requiring his re-
turn. But read with Section 31 of the
Extradition Act, which permits India to
postpone surrender while domestic pro-
ceedings are pending, it gives New Delhi
i discretion over the timing of

Do the charges against Bishnoi make
him extraditable?

Onthe faceofit, the charges levelled by
'US prosecutors appear tosatisfy the treaty’s
principal legal requirements.

Although the indictment invokes US

asthe and
Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act, the

‘What happens if Washington sends
an extradition request?

Typically, an extradition request would
be prepared by the US DoJ and transmitted
by the State Department to India’s Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA). The MEA, in
consultation with the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs and agencies such as the CBI, would

any extradition.

This means India could legally argue
that Bishnoi must first face trial — and, if
convicted, serve any sentence —in the nu-
merous murder, extortion and organised
crime cases pending against him before
any extradition takes place.

‘The Punjab Police SHO Nagrastands on
adifferent footing as he is not facing com-

treaty makes it clear that under the prin- Dual examine whether the request conformsto  parable prosecutions in India. Even so, In-
‘What governs extradition between ciple of dual criminality, the laws of the two criminality the treaty and the Extradition Act. dian authorities could initiate domestic
Indiaand the US? countries need not describe offences in Ifthe Centre decides therequest merits ~ proceedings if the conduct alleged in the

Extradition between India and the US  identical terms or place them under the Atthe heart of consideration, itis placed beforeanIndian ~ US indictment also discloses offences

is governed by the bilateral Extradition — same category. the India-US court, which examines whether the treaty ~ under Indian law.
Treaty signed in 1997 and India’s Extradi- ‘What matters is whether theunderlying extradition requirements are satisfied and whether the Section 34 of the Extradition Actdeems
tion Act, 1962. At the heart of the treaty is ~ conduct constitutes a serious criminal of- treaty, signed in material produced by the USwould justify — an extradition offence committed abroad
the principle of dual criminality — an of-  fence in both jurisdictions. Murder, crimi- 1997.is the committal had the offence been com-  to have been committed in India, while
fenceisextraditableifitis punishablewith  nal conspiracy, extortion, drug trafficking LT mitted in India. Section 34A empowers the Centre to pros-
imprisonment of more than one yearin  and firearms offences are all punishable P'“‘F‘I{le Of d1.|a.l If satisfied, the court certifies theac-  ecuteafugitiveinIndiaifit decides he can-
both countries. under Indian law as well. criminality’. cusedas extraditableand forwardsitsfind-  not be surrendered.

The treaty bars extradition for political The Tahawwur Rana extradition pro- ° ings to the Central government. The final The Vikash Yadav case may provide a
offences, although offences such as ceedingsillustrate how this principle oper- . decision on surrender nevertheless rests ~ clue. After US prosecutors indicted the
murder, hostage-taking, terrorism and  ates. US prosecutors did not proceed on This mean's with the Union government, whichmay ~ former RAW officer over the alleged plot to
drug trafficking are specifically excluded ~ some offences invoked by India, such as anoffenceis impose conditions or seek diplomatic as-  assassinate Khalistani separatist Gurpat-
from that exception. Nor can extradition ~ conspiracy to wage war, because they did  extraditableifit  surancesbeforeapprovingextradition.Any ~ wantSingh Pannun, Delhi Police registered
be refused merely because the person  notsatisfy dual criminality. However, they is punishable order can then be challenged before the — an FIR and arrested him. If Washington
sought is an Indian citizen. Another safe- L argued thatthe iningof-  (with jail of more High Court and the Supreme Court, mak-  eventually seeks Bishnoi’s extradition,
guard istherule of speciality, underwhich ~ fences did so because the underlying con- than one yearin ing extradition proceedings inherently  Indiawillhavetodecide whether domestic
an extradited person can ordinarily be  duct constituted crimes in both countries. v N lengthy. prosecution should take precedence over
tried only for the offences for which  US courts accepted this reasoning and both countries. Rana’s case illustrates thiswell. India’s  extradition —aquestion that could equally
extradition was granted. eventually cleared Rana’s extradition. e request, made in 2019, was followed by  arise in Nagra’s case.
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China’s Long March in space tech continues with reusable rocket

Arav Shah
New Delhi, July12

CHINAON Friday successfully landed are-
usable rocket for the first time — a mile-
stone for the country’s space programme
that will challenge American companies’
dominance in the technology.

The Long March 10B rocket —which can
carryapayload of upto16 metrictonstolow
Earth orbit — lifted off from the Wenchang
Commercial Space Launch Site in Hainan.
Low Earth orbit is a region between 160 km
and 2,000 km above the Earth.

Six minutes after liftoff, the rocket’s
booster — the part that houses the engine
and provides the initial thrust — separated
fromits upper stage and began a controlled
descent to a floating platform on the sea.
There, it was caught by a net.

Before China, only Elon Musk’s SpaceX
and Jeff Bezos's Blue Origin demonstrated
the ability to launch and land rockets.

The mechanics of re-entry

All rockets lift off in the same way.
Multiple segments, beginning with the first
stage, power its ascent one by one before
beingdiscarded and destroyed. A reusable
rocket, however, is one that can land on
Earthafterlifting off, thus allowing its valu-

able booster tobe used again. This substan-
tially reduces the cost of a launch and, by
extension, space exploration.

How does the Chinese rocket differ?

Thereis one key difference between the
SpaceX-Blue Origin reusable rockets and
China’s Long March — the final capture
mechanism. Traditional reusable rockets
rely on hydraulic landing “legs” to touch
downonaground pad or floating platforms
on the sea. Space X pulled off a major feat
in 2024 when it used giant mechanical
arms — termed “chopsticks” —to catch its
Starship rocket booster out of the air.

The Long March, though, uses a differ-
ent system. Its onboard computer coordi-
nates with a maritime landing vessel,
which, inturn, aligns a suspended wire net
directly below the descending rocket. The
rocket is equipped with “landing hooks”
that catch the net asthe engines shut down.

‘Why does this test matter?

Space exploration is expensive. Reus-
able rockets make this process economical.
Chinawentastep further by removing the
hydrauliclandinglegsin favour of the land-
ing hooks — reducing the rocket’s mass
and thus increasing its payload margin.

Anushka Saxena, Research Analyst at

China’s Long March
10B rocket lands on
afloating platform
on Friday. ap

the Takshashila Institution’s Geostrategy
programme told The Indian Express: “The
technological and commercial base in
China is faring very well despite having
been shaken up by internal wrangling and
corruption in the past.”

Thistest comes as the global aerospace
sector races to deploy massive commercial
satellite constellations and prepares for
crewed lunar landings, and puts China in
direct competition with SpaceX.

Here’salookat the various strategic im-
plications of the Chinese milestone:

LUNAR RACE: The Long March 10 series

of rockets is central to China’s plans to put
astronauts on the moon by 2030. This time-
line directly competes with the American
Artemis program, escalating the stakes of
the race to secure real estate at the Moon’s
South Pole. This is where permanently
shadowed craters contain billions of tonnes
ofice water that can be used to create rocket
propellant — making them key for any fu-
ture deep space exploration.

LOW-EARTH ORBIT MISSIONS: Low Earth
orbit missions are important for Earth ob-
servation and communication. China
planstodeploy three communicationssat-
ellite constellations comprising thousands
of satellites each. Deploying such large
numbers through traditional rockets is
economically inviable. The Long March
10B’s success (and its 16-tonne payload)
providesthe cost-effectiveness required to
challenge Western rivals such as SpaceX.

“SpaceX and the Chinese are competing
ontwo fronts — the frequency of launches
and the capacity to fill the lower-earth
orbit. The Chinese have demonstrated that
they can do whatever the Americans can
and are actively bridging the gap that Spa-
ceXhad created adecad . id,
adding, “For other space-faring nationslike
India, it might take along time before they
can conclusively enter this circle.”

© ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Aluseby thejudiciary: What SC’s proposed regulations allow, whatis barred

EXPERT EXPLAINS
SUPRIYA SHEKHER AZAD
AND KAHAAN MEHTA

RESEARCH FELLOW AND SENIOR RESIDENT
FELLOW AT VIDHI CENTRE FOR LEGAL POLICY

THE SUPREME Court (SC) last month re-
leased the draft of Regulations for Use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Courts, 2026,
aimed at developing a governance frame-
work for use of Alin the judiciary, prescrib-
ing general principles regarding AI's use,
and establishing an institutional frame-
work for thesame. It htcomment:

The Draft Regulations may be seen as
an effort to regulate the use of Al in court
optimise court administration.

of administrative and assistive functions,
i 1t, transcription,
t ion, legal research, document sum-

Isthis binding?

Not automatically, and not uniformly.
The Draft Regulations will come into force
for the SC on any date notified by the Chief
Justice of India. For High Courts and courts
and tribunals under theirjurisdiction, they
will come into force separately on the dates
notified by that High Court’s Chief Justice.
Different provisions can be brought into
force on different dates, meaning that A
adoption can be further phased to suit the
courts’ requirements and circumstances.

‘What role for Al has the SC carved out?

The Draft Regulations propose torequire
courtsto “actively seek opportunities”tode-
ploy Al systems and tools that “demon-
strably”i justice, reducede-

and suggestions fromsstakeholders and the
public by July 15.

lays, or enhance administrative efficiency.
Aluseisexplicitly permitted forarange

marisation, accessibility, and court admin-
istration. All of these will require approval
inwriting by the Apex Body of the SC, or AT
Committee of the high
court/tribunal, as the case may
be, and supervision and verifi-
cation of officers nominated by
the court.

dependent human (judicial) evaluation.

‘What is off-limits?
Several uses are prohibited in “absolute
and non- " terms, ing no

their case?

Yes, the Draft Regulations propose that
if a court uses an Al tool to “materially as-
sist” it in any aspect of case management,

analysis, or judicial administra-

authority can later permit them under the
Regulations. These include:
‘riskscoring’ to assess flight risk;
predicting recidivism; evaluat-
ing bail eligibility; determining
the credibility of witnesses;

using Al to predict, profile, or

CanAldecideacase? EX PLA I NED | infer the future conduct or be-
No. The Draft Regulations haviour of parties, accused per-
are categorical that no judicial Aweekly column sons, witnesses, or legal repre-

outcome shall be reached
through algorithmic decision-
making alone, or solely on the
basis of Al-generated informa-
tion. Human judicial authority
is determinative in all adjudicative deci-
sions. Therefore, the use of Al in the deci-
sion-making process related to a case, if
any, willonly be advisory, and subject to in-

shape the w

decoding Al's new
frontiers, how they

ourplaceinit

sentatives more generally;
submitting Al-generated out-
put as independent evidence
without full disclosure of its Al-
generated character; and using
blackbox (unexplainable) Al systems in
matters affecting personal liberty.

orldand

Willlitigants know if Al was used for

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

tion, itwill be required to inform the parties
(litigants and their counsel) inatimely and
accessible manner. The standard is material
assistance; therefore, litigants will not be in-
formed of all instances where Al has been
used intheir case, butonlywhen Al has pro-
vided material assistance to the judge.

‘Who will regulate?

The institutional architecture will beled
at the highest level by an “Apex Body” at
the SC, composed of sitting SC and High
Court judges, an official of the Ministry of
Electronics and Information (MeitY), and
experts in finance and cybersecurity. This
body will set out the minimum mandatory
standards approving of the use of Al sys-
tems and issuing implementation guide-
lines. It will work through five specialised

New Delhi

committees; the SC and each High Court
will constitute their own Al Committees,
backed by an Al Secretariat. A separate re-
search body, the Centre of Research and
Excellence on Artificial Intelligence (CORE-
Al), will evaluate tools and track develop-
ments to support the Apex Body.

Will private companies be involved?

Yes, but only with written approval from
the relevant court authority, and subject to
amandatory list of contract terms. Vendor
agreements must cover ownership of and
access rights to court data and Al outputs,
abar on using sensitive judicial data, and
anexplicit prohibition on retaining or fine-
tuning models using court datawithout the
AT Committee’s written approval.

The Draft Regulations also state that
vendors cannot claim exclusive IP over
tools built substantially on judicial data or
public resources.

FULLVERSIONON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED
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Vitamin Alink to vision

SURPRISING discovery
A isreshaping scientists”

understanding of how
humans develop sharp central
vision before birth. Instead of
blue cone cells migrating away
fromthe retina’s centre, a
study by Johns Hopkins University found they trans-
formintoredand gi under the infl f
Vitamin A-related signals and thyroid hormones. The
findings could improve lab-grown retinal tissue and
lay the groundwork for future cell therapies to restore
vision lost to age-related eye diseases. The centre of
the retina is the first to fail in people with macular
degeneration.

Nature’s secret for cancer drugs

OR YEARS, scientists
F have harnessed bacterial
enzymes to create new
drug variants through a pro-
cess known as combinatorial
biosynthesis. However, prog-
ress has been limited because
did not fully how the y
their work. Ny atthe University
of Warwick have identified how they do with one

Deep sleep and growth hormone

ESEARCHERS AT Univer-
R sity of California, Berke-

ley, have identified the
braincircuitry that links deep
sleep with the release of
growth hormone, revealing
how the two regulate each
other. This feedback loop explains why poor sleep can
interfere with growth, muscle repair, fat metabolism
and brain function. This could pave the way for new
another to assemble a family of closely related anti- therapies for sleep disorders and diseases, including that detect tumours and activate the killer T cells
cancer compounds. That family includes Romidepsin Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. Since the growth hor- responsible for destroying cancer. Many of today’s
(Istodax), an FDA-approved treatment for certain helps regulate gl dfat I cancer if i designed tivat
blood cancers. This finding can also help develop a consistent poor sleep may increase the risk of obesity, killer T cells, but only about 20 to 40 per cent of
new strategy for designing future cancer therapies. diabetes and cardiovascular disease. patients experience meaningful benefits.

Creatine may help fight cancer

REATINE IS widely
C known as a supplement

used by athletes and
bodybuilders toimprove
strength and performance.
Now, new research from UCLA
suggestsit may have another
surprising role: helping the immune system mount a
stronger attack against cancer. Creatine by the
activity of dendritic cells, specialised immune cells

A new weight-loss pill

NEW, once-daily
weight-loss pill called
orforglipron delivered

better weight loss and blood
sugar improvements for
people with Type 2 diabetes
than the leading oral semaglu-
tide in a major clinical trial. The tablet could offer a

ient alternative to injectable di uch
as Ozempic and Wegovy because it doesn't require
refrigeration or special timing with meals. It's also
cheaper to manufacture, which could expand access
globally. The participants who took orforglipron also
lost more weight - an average of 6.1kg-8.2 kg, com-
pared with 5.3 kg in those taking semaglutide.

MAXIMS OF
METABOLISM

BYDRANOOPMISRA

CHAIRMAN, FORTIS C-DOC FOR
DIABETES AND ALLIED SCIENCES

Weight-loss drugs:
The promise, price
and pitfalls

Latest evidence raises questions about
quality of life and weight regain

HE ARRIVAL of modern anti-obesity medicines has
transformed obesity treatment. For the first time,
drugssuch as semaglutide and tirzepatide can pro-
duce weight loss approaching 15-20 per cent in many
patients — results previously achievable mainly with bariatric
surgery. Millions of people living with obesity, Type 2 diabetes
rs now h: i €.

and related metabolic disorde: 5

Two major systematic reviews, published recently in The
‘BMJ, together provide, perhaps, the most balanced assessment
yetof these medicines. One, published only a few days ago, in-
volving nearly 1,00,000 participants across 262 clinical trials,
confirms their impressive efficacy and cardiovascular benefits.
The second, analysing 37 studies involving more than 9,300
participants, examines what happens after treatment is
stopped. Together, they remind us that while these medicines
represent amajor therapeutic advance, obesity treatment can-
not bejudged by kilograms lost alone. For India, where obesity
coexists with relatively low muscle mass and limited
healthcare resources, the lessons are especially important.

One of the more surprising observations in The BMJ review
isthat despite substantial weight loss, improvements in quality
of life were relatively modest. Across more than 45,000 partici-
pants, none of the available medicines produced
improvements that metaccepted thresholds for clinical
significance on standard quality-of-life scales. This does not
mean patients fail to benefit. It’s just that losing weight does
notautomatically translate into proportional improvements in
overall wellbeing for every patient.

Anissue of crucial importance is muscle loss. The
medicines producing the greatest fatloss also result in measur-
able reductions in lean body mass. Tirzepatide appears to pro-
duce greater reductions in lean mass than most other
therapies, while semaglutide also results in significant muscle
loss. However, preserving muscle is essential because it deter-
mines strength, mobility, metabolic health and healthy ageing.

This concern assumes particularimportance in India
‘where people possess lower skeletal muscle mass and strength
than many Western populations, even at similar body weights.
Loss of muscle mass and strength (sarcopenia) is increasingly
recognised among older adults and people with diabetes.

Reducing body weight with-
outsimultaneously protect-

Thetruemeasureof  ingmuscemayincrease
P : railty, falls, disability an
Welght loss sucqess s hospitalisation, particularly

Wh?ther healthier amongolder patients.
wetghL muscle The answer is not to avoid
strengtiiand  heeniche o
mEtabOIlc.’"eal,th intelligently. Every prescrip-
canbemaintained tion should be accompanied

byadvice on adequate pro-

teinintake, regular resistance
exercise and periodic assessment of muscle strength—not
merely body weight.

Perhaps, the greatest challenge starts after successful
‘weightloss. The second BMJ meta-analysis provides sobering
evidence on what happens when treatment stops. Across 37
studies involving more than 9,300 participants, patients
regained weight atan average rate of approximately 0.4 kg
every month after discontinuing medication. Interestingly,
those receiving semaglutide and tirzepatide regained weight
even faster, with modelling indicating that most patients
returned to their baseline body weight within 1.5-1.7 years. At
the same time, improvements in blood sugar, blood pressure
and cholesterol gradually disappeared, with most cardiometa-
bolic benefits returning close to baseline within about 1.4 years.

This means obesity behaves much like hypertension or dia-
betes, achronic, relapsing disease requiring long-term man-
agement rather than ashort therapeutic course.

This raises uncomfortable questions. Can patients remain
on these medicines for years? Will they continue injections in-
definitely? Can healthc: afford lifelong treatment?
More importantly, can individual patients?

These questions become even more relevantin India. Gen-
ericsemaglutide is expected to substantially reduce treatment
costs and improve access. Even then, long-term therapy is
likely to remain expensive for large sections of the population.
Cost-effectiveness, therefore, cannot be ignored while framing

A next-generation obesity drug
israising hope, and questions

Adoctor went from 120 kg
to 89 kg duringa clinical
trial for retatrutide. His
experience tells of the
promise and trade-offs in
suchatreatment

AnonnaDutt

HIRTY-NINE-YEAR-OLD Ke-

rala physician Dr Zubair Nabin

K*hadbeenachubby child who

grew up to be an obese adult.

Happiness for him was eating
anextra portion of biryani or a pastry after-
‘wards. Eating was never about nourishing
the body, rather it was meant to turn a bad
day around. Trapped in the cycle of dieting
and overeating, his weight climbed to 120
kg. Being a doctor, he knew exactly what
obesity could doto his health. He counselled
patients about lifestyle diseases every day,
yet found himselfunable to break free from
his own emotional relationship with food.
“I'had to turn myself around, there was no
option,” he says.

‘While helost agood 10 kgby dietingand
exercising, he needed something more to
reach closerto the recommended weight for
his height, given his family history of obes-
ity. He decided to enrol himself in the trial
for anew GLP-1drug called retatrutide two
years ago. The drug is not yet approved for
use in patients.

“The weight-loss was phenomenal.
‘While I did not reach the ideal weight of
around 70 kg, it was the first time in more
than a decade that I saw two digits on the
weighing scale,” says Dr Nabin. He had
dropped to89 kg. Before takingthe drug, he
‘would eat twice what a normal person his
agedid, predisposed as he was to a stronger
appetiteand abody that resisted weightloss.
Afterwards, he could only nibble on his
meals. He started choosing healthier op-
tions over fried snacks. “Giving up the bi-
ryani did not feel difficult,” he says. The
changesin his physique —all clothesstarted
fitting him better, his waist size dropped
from 44 inches to 36 inches — came with a
change in personality as well. “Iwas bullied
asachild, but post-trial, Ifelt confident. Iwas
notoverthinking.”

What is retatrutide?

Retatrutide is an experimental weight-
loss and diabetes drug. It belongs to a new
generation of medicationsthat targetsthree
different hormone receptors at once. All

In80 weeks, patients on retatrutide 12mg dose lost 28.3 per cent of their body weight but it wasn’t without side effect

GLP-1drugs are incretin mimetics — they
mimic the action of certain gut hormones
by activating the receptors, helping control
blood sugar and suppress appetite. They im-
prove secretion of insulin, inhibit secretion
ofglucagon that stimulates glucose produc-
tionintheliver,and reduceappetite by slow-
ingd digestion. Whil idetar-
gets GLP-1receptors, tirzepatide goes for
GLP-1along with GIP. Retatrutide hasthree
targets — GLP-1, GIP, and glucagon.

InaPhase 3clinical trial, at the 80-week
mark, participants on the lowest 4 mgdose,
lost19 per cent of their body weight. Those
on 9 mglost 259 per cent, and those on
the highest 12mg dose lost 28.3 per
cent of their body weight. This is
amongthelargest weight reductions
seen with an obesity medication so
far. Some participants continued to
lose weight beyond the end of the
study, suggesting even greater reduc-
tions might be possible with
longer treatment.

For comparison, semaglutide pro-
duces around 15 per cent average weight
loss over about 68 weeks and tirzepatide
around 20-21 per cent over 72 weeks.

Comingto terms with
bodyimage

This sudden, significant weight-loss,
however, has had some undesirable social
outcomes as well. While the weight loss
boosted the doctor’s confidence, looking
intothe mirror wasstillachallenge. “Icould
see that I had lost muscles. My shoulders
and armslooked smaller.IfeltlikeIwaslos-
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ingstrength,” says DrNabin, whowasa part
oftheretatrutidetrial at Jothydev’s Diabetes
and Research Centre in Kochi.

Dr Jothydev Kesavadev, chairman and
managingdirector of the Centre, found that
the sudden weight loss impacted the body
image of all his trial patients in the initial
days. He even presented a study at the re-
cent American Diabetes Association, show-
ing that people stopped using GLP-1drugs
not just because of side effects but also
negativecommentsabout their bodies. The
study, though small involving 167 partici-

pants, reported how they received com-

ments such as, “you have become too

thin, thisdoes notlook healthy™; “are

you not eating properly”; “you look

soold”; or “youlooked better before.”

The study recommended that

people must look at actual health

parametersrather than perceptions.

They should track their blood glu-

cose levels, blood pressure, choleste-

rol levels and inflammation levels.

“Iknowseveral people from my trial

who started avoiding social events be-

cause people kept asking them whether

theywere okay, whether they were in good

health. They understood that the people

were asking them politely whether they had

cancer. Most of them were obese at the start

of the trial, so the weight-loss was very vis-
ible,” says Dr Nabin.

‘While he did not do any strength train-
ing before starting on the drug, he started
going to the gym to gain back lost muscle
mass. Another patient lost more than 25 kg
with the widely available GLP-1 drug tirze-

patide. He used to weigh 160 kg and was al-
mostbed-bound. The weight loss hashelped
himmovearound. Now, thechallengeisthe
extraskin on his abdomen that hangs likea
flap and needs fixing through surgery.

Dr Kesavadev believes that with power-
ful drugs such as retatrutide, bariatric sur-
geries would be a thing of the past. “The
other weight-loss drugs from this class can
already replace nearly 70 per cent of bari-
atric procedures. With this drug, this pro-
portion can increase to 95 per cent. Only
those who cannot tolerate the drug or are
unable to take it because of contra-indica-
tions would need surgeries,” he says.

Thebattlewith side-effects

‘Throughout Dr Nabin's two-year weight-
loss journey, every shot of the drug was fol-
lowed by a bout of diarrhoea. “Every week,
afterItook my shot, I knew what was about
to come. A bad taste in my mouth was the
indicator. While it has never been severe
enough to warrant hospitalisation — some
patients do need to be hospitalised to pre-
vent dehydration with severe diarrhoea —
itaffected my work, compelling me to take
leaves once or twice every month,” he says.

Another side effect that Dr Nabin has
learnt to live with is dysesthesia — an un-
pleasantor abnormalsense of touch. “Thave
atingling sensation whenever I wrap my
mundu tightly around my waist. There is a
sensitivity around my thighs, when I touch
t00,” he says.

‘While most of the side-effects of retatru-
tide are similar to that of other GLP-1drugs,
includingdiarrhoea, the phase Il trial of the
drugshowed dysesthesiaoccurredin5.1per
centto12.5 per cent of the participants.

Dr Kesavadev says several trial partici-
pantsalso reported this unpleasant sensa-
tion when there was some pressure on
their skin. The theory is that this sensation
is a result of the fat loss at the end of the
nerves. “This usually happens in those on
higher doses but we have seen it even in
people on the lower dose. Gastrointestinal
side effects like vomiting, diarrhoea and
nausea happen with early dosing, dyses-
thesia can happen at any time,” he adds.

Now that the trial is over, Dr Nabin is
onother GLP-1drugs. “I have started gain-
ingweight. Given my family history, Ineed
medication for a longer period perhaps,”
hesays. Asnewer drugssuch astirzepatide
and experimental agents like retatrutide
become available, long-term treatment op-
tions are likely to expand. “But none of
them will work without the supportive pil-
lars of diet, exercise, sleep and a lifestyle
overhaul,” adds Dr Kesavadev.

“Name changed to protect privacy
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How skin lightening creams damage Kidneys and brain

If the mercury content is very high, kidney
damage may begin within 10 to 12 days

PurnimaSah

INDIA'S ENDURING obsession with fair
skin haslong fuelled alucrative market for
skin-lightening products. That’s why un-
scrupulous manufacturers have ended up
using heavy metals in unsafe amounts be-
cause these suppress melanin or the dark
pigment, producing alighter complexion.
Some product makers have now been
booked by the Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for safety violations.

The regulator has flagged five cosmetic
products for containing mercury and lead
beyond permissible limits and warned con-
sumers against their use.

Although they can cause irreversible

India’s obesity strategy. India’s obesity illnotbe
solved by injections alone. Healthier food environment,
greater physical activity and prevention beginning in
childhood and better public awareness remain indispensable.
Anti-obesity medicines should complement — not replace —
these measures.

thekidneys, brain and skin, ques-
tionable skin-lightening products continue
to find millions of buyers through social
media, i ine marl

‘Why is mercury added to
fai 2

The true measure of success is not the weightlost
during treatment, but whether healthier weight, muscle
strength and metabolic health can be maintained years later.
For Indians, who face the dual burden of excess body fat and
relatively low muscle mass, this balanced perspective may
prove even more important.

fair

The answer lies in the chemistry of skin
colour. Melanin, the pigment responsible
for skin colour, also protects the skin from
ultraviolet radiation. Mercury salts inhibit
the enzyme involved in melanin produc-

K

tion, reducing pigmentation and b

creatingthe appearance of lighter -

skinwithin days. “Mercury isadded
illegally because it blocks melanin
production and gives a quick fairness
effect, often within 10 to 15 days,” says Dr
Tushar Palve, medical superintendent of
the government-run Cama and Albless
Hospital, Mumbai. It is precisely this rapid
effect that makes mercury attractive to il-
legal cosmetic manufacturers.

Accordingtoasenior MaharashtraFDA
official, the permissible mercury limit in
cosmetics is one part per million (ppm).
Laboratory analysis of the products seized
by the FDA found mercury concentrations
18 to 20 times higher, raising serious con-
cerns about long-term exposure.

How does mercury affect your health?

Mercury accumulates in kidney tissue,
gradually damagingits filtering units. What
makes the problem particularly dangerous
is that early kidney disease often produces
few or nosymptoms.

“If the mercury content is extremely
high, kidney damage may begin within 10
tol2days. Evenifthe quantity islower, using
such creams every day for afew months can

The goal should be
healthier skin rather
than lighter skin,
say doctors

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

gradually damage the kidneys and other or-
gans. Sometimes symptoms do not appear
for years, so patients continue using the
toxic cream. They may show signs only
when they have reached the stage of requi-
ringdialysis,” says Dr Palve. He referred toa
case in Nagpur where 18 women reportedly
developed kidney disease linked to pro-
longed use of a cream. Mercury is a potent
neurotoxin capable of affecting the brain

So, th gins with

Ironically, products marketed toimprove
appearance may first damage the skin they
are meant to beautify. Mercury-containing
creams may cause persistent rashes, acne,
abnormal pigmentation, skin discoloration
and increased sensitivity. Prolonged expo-
suremay thintheskinand make it more vul-
nerable to injury. “Persistent pigmentation
should be evaluated by a dermatologist be-

andner exposure

may lead to tremors, memory loss, irritabil-
ity, anxiety, depression, insomnia and poor
concentration. In severe cases, it may also
affect hearing and vision.

Howdoeslead induce toxicity?

Unlike mercury, which has been delib-
erately used in some skin-lightening
creams to inhibit melanin production, lead
has norecognised skin-lightening function.

different treatments. Daily sunscreenuse, a
proper diagnosis and evidence-based ther-
apyare farsaferthan unsupervised use of po-
tentdepigmenti Th 1
always be healthy skin rather than lighter
skin,” says Dr Usha N. Khemani, associate
professor inthe Department of Dermatology
at Grant Government Medical College and
Sir JJ Group of Hospitals.
HerdepartmentOPDisseeingincreasing

1ally the
result of contaminated raw materials, poor
manufacturing practices or illegal produc-
tion, makingita marker of unsafe cosmetics
rather than an active ingredient.

“There is no safe level of lead expo-
sure,” Dr Palve says, noting that the com-
bined exposure to mercury and lead in-
creases the overall health risk. Lead
accumulates in the body and can damage
the brain and nervous system, kidneys,
blood-forming organs (causing anaemia)
and the reproductive system.

New Delhi

numbersof young patients who have experi-
‘mented with multiple cosmetic products be-
fore seeking medical care. “Teenagers,
brides-to-be and regular social media users
areamong those most influenced by online
beauty trends. By the time they come to us,
theirskin isdamaged,” she says.

‘What should consumers look for?
Consumers should ensure that the label
carries complete manufacturer details,
manufacturing and expiry dates, batch
number and a full list of ingredients.



Nihal Koshie: Over 25 national
records have fallen in four months,
unprecedented in such ashort span.
‘What is the reason?

Afterthe Paris Olympics, we decentral-
ised camps. Reliance, JSW and state
governments such as Odisha and Tamil
Nadu are bringing in foreign coaches.
Keeping people in a national camp for
300 days, where they are away from
home, was not ideal. We said, ‘You train
wherever you want, except the relays,
which is a team event. Competition
hasincreased between the different train-
ing centres. The Neeraj Chopra effect
has played an important part. Records are
being broken over and over again in the
same event. This shows there is bench
strength. We also made it mandatory for
an athlete to participate in at least
two events before the final trial. This
helped because Indian coaches have put
into the minds of the athletes that they
have to protect themselves, otherwise
they will get injured. This is one of the
biggest problems we have. They say, ‘Pro-
tect yourself and win a gold medal at the
Asian Games and get more money’, butyou
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WHY ADILLE SUMARIWALLA

Former 100m national record holder and multiple-time national champion, Olympian Adille Sumariwalla, currently Vice President of World Athletics,
has announced his candidature for the organisation’s presidency, as the race to succeed British sports administrator Seb Coe gathers pace. One of the few
Indian athletes to successfully transition into sports administration, Sumariwalla has driven reforms that have transformed Indian athletics while ensuring the
country has a voice at the highest levels of global decision-making

National records are being broken

again and again. This shows we
have bench strength’

taken to meet the Prime Minister. We
refused to make her run the relay at
the Asian Games in 2018. She went to the
chief coach and said, ‘Twill give you Rs 50
lakh, because if I win arelay gold, Iwill get
Rs 3 crore from Haryana.’ Finally, we got
two golds without her in the women’s
4x400m and the mixed relay. She then
tested positive. We would have lost two
golds at the Asian Games. You can im-
agine the pressure put on me to make her
run notonly from the government but also
the media.

Nitin Sharma: Since the Tokyo
ics, only two athletes have

Olympian and World Athletics Vice-President Adille Sumariwalla on preparing Indian athletes for the
upcoming Asian Games, navigating the country’s doping crisis and the debate about who makes a good sports
administrator. The session was moderated by Nihal Koshie, Associate Editor, The Indian Express

may not get a medal
he Ol ics.

rheobmpie ONDOPING
Nihal Koshie: This
isthe year of the AMONG JUNIOR
Commonwealth
Games (CWG) and ATHLETES
the Asian G: 3
HaveIndian The parents and
athletes peaked . .
toocaly? coaches of junior

can assure you 197
that our athletes will uthletes aregwing
peak and improve
their performances them these
at the Asian Games. subslancesfor
Now, they are getting
into the system of  greed and awards. I
competing, as they .
doin Europe. They  hiave been pushing
are still setting rec- .. . .
ords now but, in my for criminalisation
view, they haven’t .
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Shouldn’t the focus be on CWG,
givenitis atougher competitionin
trackand field?

All the coaches we spoke to, including
foreign coaches, felt that it would be im-
possible to peak now and peak again in
September-October. Sadly, both come in
the same year. We have to focus on the
Asian Games. Again, the country needs
medals. At the Commonwealth Games,
most of our sports that are medal hopes,
are not happening. So, we have tosend our
athletics squad. If left to the think tank of
the athletics federation, we would have
just sent a token representation to the
Commonwealth Games, focused on the
Asian Games, and then prepared for the
‘World Championships in 2027 and the
Olympic Games in 2028.

Sandeep Dwivedi: You are in the
running for the presidency of
‘World Athletics. What is the one
change you want to bring about,
globally and in India?

I would definitely bring in a vision
statement. There’s lots that can be done.
Africais a completely different ballgame;
South America is different; the islands
of the Caribbean, Oceania and America
are different. Currently, I am travelling
and listening to people. Being a world
organisation, we have to see how we can
give equal opportunity to everybody. For
India, development is key; like in kids ath-
letics and we need more coaches and
trainers. We have 650 districts, so any
number of trainers is not sufficient. In
India, we need to create an ecosystem; you
need athletes, more coaches and qualified
technical officials.

Sandeep Dwivedi: There have been
interventions, even from the courts,
that people who have only played
the sport need to be administrators.

Just because you can run fast from
point A to point B does not make you
a good administrator. Being a good
administrator also comes from your edu-
cation, the work that you have done
and your vision. A politician can be agood
administrator. The Lodha Committee is
wrong, the courts are wrong and the
judges are wrongif they believe that being
an athlete makes you a good administra-
tor. Today, if Thave to go into Mantralaya,
I still have to stand outside and cut a
parchi (token slip). When the AFI (Ath-
letics Federation of India) president was a
politician, I walked in with him to go and
meet the Prime Minister of India without
a parchi. So, are they useful? Yes, if they
are used properly.

Mihir Vasavda: You held the 100m
national record for 18 years. Despite
recent improvements, why do you
think India’s 100m record
progression has been slow?

Foravery longtime, we didn’t get5'10”,
5117 sprinters. That was the problem. We
had smaller sprinters. I don’t think any-
body took sprinters seriously. I was one of

those guys fighting for the sprinters. The
Indian physique is more akin to middle-
and long-distance running, jumps, and,
in the case of some women, throws. No
country, apart from the USA, is really good
atallevents.

Today, you have far better tracks and
shoes, so there are opportunities. But if
you look at the depth in Indian sprinting,
my view is: Don’t waste your time on indi-
vidual events at the moment. Spend your
time on the relays, like we did in the
400m. We could not win the individual
400m at the Asian Games in the last three,
four or five editions. But we could win
medals in the relay, including a lot of
golds. At the moment, we have a damn
good set of sprinters. Focus on the relay
and we will slowly graduate into individ-
ual events.

Mihir Vasavda: When you see these
records being broken, what’s your
instinctive reaction? Are you happy,
orare you praying the athlete
doesn’ttest positive?

My reaction is, ‘Finally, finally we are
getting there.” All the hard work that was
done for so many years is now showing
results. To me, that’s a relief.

Mihir Vasavda: From an outsider’s
point of view, some people view
these records with scepticism
because of India’s doping cases.
Total rubbish. Are we number one in

doping? Yes. Butlook at the athletes break-
ing the records. Take the 100m guys, for
example. They have been tested enough.
They have never had a doping problem.
Look at pole vault. Records have been
broken three, four or five times between
menand women. There hasbeen noissue
of doping. Look at long jump, high jump.
Noissue of doping. I'm not worried about
my elite athletes training at notified
centres. If somebody comes from nowhere
and suddenly produces a performance,
Iwould be sceptical. I'm definitely worried
about the juniors because I have little
control over them. They are training at dif-
ferent centres or at home with their per-
sonal coaches.

Mihir Vasavda: Since you mentioned
juniors, they might not fully
understand what they are
consuming or how to procure

these drugs. Have you identified

the source?

Yes and no. There are minors whose
own parents are giving them these sub-
stances, and they have declared it during
hearings. Parents do it for greed — for jobs,
marks and admissions. Coaches do it for
cash awards or the Dronacharya Award.

The sources? You can’t do anything
about the source because there was no
criminalisation of doping. That’s some-
thing I have been pushing for over the last
sevenyears. Today, they have realised that
what I was saying about criminalising

doping was right. Without law, there is not
much you can do. People who distribute
these substances or administer them, and
especially those who give them to minors,
should face criminal action. If it is done to
minors, they can even be arrested under
the Juvenile Justice Act.

Shivani Naik: Is there a way to
incentivise not doping?

Today, with the new championship
(Enhanced Games), dopers are being in-
centivised to go and run a championship
where they are fully doped. One of the
things we are looking at with the govern-
ment is to say that if you have a cash
award, you don’t get your full money
upfront. So, if you were going to get three
crores, you would get it over the course
of three years; one crore each year. And in
the meantime, if you get caught for
doping, the rest of your money is forfeited.
Idon’t know whether it’s an incentive
or a disincentive, but we are looking
at various things. To me, there are only
two things. One is education and the other
isadeterrent.

Olymp

reached the Olympic final, with
Neeraj Chopra winning the silver
atthe Paris Olympics. How do you
seethat?

You have to understand that far
more athletes are qualifying for the Worlds
or the Olympics. But there is a problem.
They are qualifying at the bottom of
the rung. When we start qualifying in
the top-15, that’s when our chances of run-
ning in the finals and winning medals
willincrease.
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our girls went and did well in Taiwan.
These things will happen. It’s a relay.
USA has dropped the baton as many times
as they won the relay. I am not saying
that it is a good thing but these things
do happen. We have made some changes
in the technique and the coaching. A lot
of them were overawed because they
‘were running for the first time in a world
event. When I talked to them one-on-one,
they confided in me, saying, ‘Sir, I got
scared.” That is why we send them on these
smaller trips to Taiwan and other places.
There are not too many places where they
can run relays. Now we have a national re-
lays competition to get them into that
whole thought process. We are creating
that ecosystem so our athletes will get
moreattuned. And I can tell you today that
atLos Angeles, if things go as planned, you
may get a big surprise.

Amit Kamath: Have you noticed a
pattern with certain training
centres, coaches or states when it
comes to doping?

Yes. There are centres in Haryana,
like Sonipat and Panipat, for which

Shivani Naik: After several
at World Relays with baton
exchanges, what has been done to
remedy this?

It was very, very disappointing at
Botswana. We are doing whatever is
needed to ensure it doesn’t happen again.
‘We have changed some things. After that,

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

we dy givenir There
are centres in Tamil Nadu. Some athletes
suddenly come to a national, do fantastic
timing and then disappear. We have
given intelligence for that. There are ath-
letes who travel internationally to avoid
the anti-doping agency testers. There was
agirl whoran a great 400 metres, she was

New Delhi

pened. We issued a

show-cause notice,
and action was taken. The false starts dur-
ing sprints is something that is due to
movement on the starting blocks. I think
‘we need better training so that such things
canbe avoided.

Pritish Raj: Carrying sports
equipment is a big headache for
athletes. Recently, Railways came up
with a policy to relax the rules for
sports equipment but have excluded
poles used in pole vault from it.

AFI doesn’t run railways or airlines.
‘What we can do is to push the Sports
Ministry to get a solution by talking
with other stakeholders. These athletes
were mistreated by the Railway officials
for tying poles to trains, while we see
multiple items carried similarly in trains
every day. All we can do is to look for a
common solution.

Sriram Veera: When you were a
teenager, your father, for years,
thought you were going to the
library. Then, he read a newspaper
that ‘my son is the fastest man in
the country...

I got into engineering but chucked it
up to do sports. This was in 1975-76; you
only did what your parents told you to do.
Iwasagood student. So for them tounder-
stand that I wanted to do sport was
unthinkable. My mother cried for I don’t
know how long when I gave up engineer-
ing. She used to say, ‘My son will beg on
the streets to do sports.” My father
said, “You will have to leave home if you
don’tlisten to me.’ That is why I took a job
with Tata, because that would get me
aquarters to stay in if he threw me out of
the house.

My passion was strongand I was deter-
mined. When something gets into my
head, it is very difficult to take it out. Fi-
nally, my father was very proud, although,
foralongtime, he wouldn’t admit it.

Sriram Veera: How long did this
phaselast?

Maybe 10 years or so. I was only
allowed to live in the house. Apart from
that, I never had anything. It was like a
hotel room. I went to college, went to
work, went for training. I studied, came
home, put my clothes towash. And got my
mother to give me meals. But that is what
‘was my driving force. Again, I don’t have
asingle medal from Juniors because I al-
ways kept getting injured. My coach kept
overtraining me. Even in the Seniors, I had
alotofinjuries. Butin the first yearIcame
to the Seniors (level), Iwon the 100m and
was unbeaten 11 times, until I retired.

Sriram Veera: Did you and your
father ever make up?

There was no make up as such. My
dad’s friends used to tell me, “Your father
is very proud.’ Later, he really respected
me. And Idid well for myself. I'm not beg-
ging on the streets (laughs). We became
very close and I was by his side when he
passed away in Devlali (Maharashtra).



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Sport

e The mz!th§ nerdwhosolved  {omeihiheersss
egndzgon | A FOCItiNA’s complex problem

New Delhi, July 12

ENGLAND’S 2-1 victory over
Norway at the FIFA World Cup
was marred with controversy
after the American broadcaster
of the World Cup, Fox Sports,
raised doubts over the ball hit-
ting the wire of FIFA's Sky Cam
in the build-up to England’s
equaliser. Norway were leading
1-0 in the FIFA World Cup
quarter-finalwhenJude Belling-
ham scored an equaliser in the
second minute of added timein
the first halfat Miami.
FoxSportspostedaclipofthe
sequenceleadinguptothegoal,
whereitclaimed that when Nor-
way goalkeeper Orjan Nyland
took his goal-kick the ball
seemed tohitthethinwireofthe
FIFA Sky Cam, which is sus-
pended over the stadium foran
aerial overview ofthe game. The
ball then fell to an England
player, and a couple of passes
later Bellingham scored Eng-
land equaliser. Erling Haaland
was among the players whowas
seen pointingat the sky after the
goal alongwith Nyland. Norway
coach Stale Solbakken was also
spotted having words with the
referee Clement Turpin.

Trionda’s sensor did not detect
atouch from the wire. ReuTers

Afterthegame, inaresponse
toasocial media post, Haaland’s
father Alf-Inge wrote on X: “Well
done Bellingham and referee.”

“The ball fell straight down
fromthesky, soitchanged itsdi-
rection,” Solbakken said in his
post-match press conference
after Norway's 2-1 defeat after
extra time. “It caused a mis-
understanding among our
players, and it was in a bad mo-
mentforus. Butwe can'tdoany-
thingaboutthat. Idon'tthinkwe
will play the game again™

“But the ball drops down
straight from heaven. Everyone
said, including Orjan, whoisthe
goalie, including the guy who's
going to receive the ball. So T
think it’s pretty clear that it did
it. Itwas astrange thing.”

“Iwill not blame that,” he
said. “But everybody on the
bench reacted spontaneously
because the ball just fell down
in frontof them. SoIdon'tthink
there's any doubt that it
touched something. But unfor-
tunately, we have to live with
this. So we will talk about the
wireuntilweareall dead.Thope
we can think about and talk
about other things. That's my
sincere hope. I hope that this
will not be the story about this
team. It shouldn'tbe.”

FIFA, onits part, tried to dis-
miss the controversy with a clip
it posted on its social media.

“Before England’s goal in
minute45+2against Norway, the
sensor in the Connected Ball
showed no peak in the ‘heart-
beat of the ball’ when in the air,

Match tied 1-1 after regulation time, the
26-year-old’s wonder strike in the 112th
minute takes Argentina to the semifinals

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
cup
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plied all the principles maths
and physics could teach. He
could feel the gravitational pull
too. When all his teammates
clambered on him he plunged
to the ground. Not every day
does Messi plant a kiss on his
forehead, as though handing
overalegacy. Lautaro Martinez
wouldembellish the goal tally,
u

IN SCHOOL, Julian Alvarez
never missed his mathematics
class. Whether hehad amatch
the next day, or if he had re-
turned from a long tourna-
ment, heneverskipped theles-
sons of Luciana Alvarengue in

but alhad killed the
game. Oncue, thecrowd began
tocroon: “Elque nosaltaesun
ingle.” The one who doesn’t
jump is an Englishman. The
semifinal match-up with one
oftheir historicrivals, England,
cannot wait.

thetiny Argenti ofCal-
chinin Cordobaprovince. “He
had agift of solving problems,
in his own ways, not always as
itwasinthetextbook,”shetold
Argentina outlet Sports Pulse
lastyear.

InKansas, Argentinahad a
problem. They couldn’t beat
the cussed red wall of Switzer-
land, fuelled by the perceived
injustice of a red card bran-
dished at their forward Breel
Embolo, which distorted the
game’s equilibrium. Down to
ten men, the Swiss fought a
battle they were always
doomedtolose. Yettheystrove,
taking the game as deep as
possible, annoying Lionel
Messiand histroops, whowere
yet again made to endure a
range of vivifying emotions.
Bothteamsweredrained, emo-
tionallyand physically, before
Alvarez found the perfect
equation. Only eight minutes
remained until the tiebreaker.
The game was played on an
endlessand directionlessloop
inthe Switzerland box.

Suddenly, Alvarez found
the ball on his feet, from Ma-
nuel Lopez’s pass on the pen-
alty area’s border, on the left
side of the field. The box was a
congregationofred shirts will-
ingtoshedblood and blueand
white stripes who just wanted
the match to end. Argentina
‘wouldwish they could dowith-
outtheheart-poundingdrama,
thehysteric fluctuations of for-
tune. Alvarez put an end to
their labours of the days. He
found himself in an unusual
space. Hiseyeslitup, hetooka
couple of touches and let the
ball rip to the top right corner
from his right foot.

The improbability of the
goal couldbe measured by the
number of people inside the
box. Five Argentines and eight
Swiss plus the goalkeeper.
How the ball flew unscathed
anduntouched tonestleinthe
nets is not a mystery, butare-
flection of Alvarez's gifts.
There was maths in the shot,
the weight of the shot, it's
made-to-measure angle, the
revolutions, the curveand the
parabola, and the drop.

Dragforce, equation of mo-
tion, Magnus force he had ap-

was how Alvarez
tracked the ball’sroute amidst
all the moving objects. The vi-
sion and clarity. A flatter shot
would have bombed into the
traffic; had the ball curled
more, the goalkeeper would
havesavedit. Had theballbeen
hit more powerfully, it would
have hoofed over the bar and
would not have swerved as it
eventually did. The goal was
poetic, yet scientific.

The26-year-oldiswidelyre-
garded asthebrightestsparkin
the post-Messiera.InQatar, he
reinvigorated ~ Argentina’s
frontlineafter the Saudi Arabia
shudder, with his pressing,
runningonthewing, crossing,
andoverallinvolvementinthe
buildup. Yet, you wonder why
Alvarez didn’t make the next
bigleap, why he has “not” un-
burdened Messi from hisgoal-
scoring duties, why he and his
colleagueswait for Messitoin-
spire. Messi has dotted them,
likeanelderbrotherinafamily.

A match passed without
Messi scoring, yet he wielded
his clout. He assisted the first
goal, Alexis Mac Allister’s
header fromhis corner. Hehad
aright-footed shot bounce awk-
wardly in front of the goal; he
created six chances, and four
shots. The Swissgame, despite
theirnumerical superiority was
a grind. It was their second
game in knockouts t h a t
stretched to extra s
time. Argentina \v'
manager Lionel % v
Scaloni confided
after the game that -
theywerelucky. “Today
we suffered. We knew it
wasadifficult team, and they
put us in real difficulty. We
‘weren'tabletogetoutofcertain
situations. Thetruthisluckwas
onoursidetoday, becausethey
had aplayersentoffand that’s
when the team pushed for-
ward,” hesaid.

The ouster of Embolo
would be revisited. The inci-
dent occurred two minutes

ayellow card to LeandroPa-
redes for a perceivably
heavy challenge on
Breel Embolo. But the
VAR advised the

after Dan Ndoye scored the
equaliser. Thereferee: showeV
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Julian Alvarez (C) celebrates his late winner against Switzerland with his teammates. ap

referee to watch the on-field
monitor in what is called a
checkfor “Mistaken Identity.”
Turned outthat the referee had
indeedbrandished thecardto
thewrongplayer. Paredes was
not only reprieved, but Em-
bolo, who was already on a
card, copped another yellow
forsimulation.
He heard the marching
orders, amidst tearful protests.
Butadversity forged cour-
age. Switzerland fought val-
iantly, hurlingthe bodies and
stretching their mind’s willto
repel Argentina’s relentless
attack. They owed gratitude
to Gregor Kobel, whowas im-
penetrable like his prede-
cessor Diego Benaglio, who
pulled off stunning saves be-
fore being breached in the
118thminutein the round-of-
16 clash between them in
2014. Angel di Maria was the
saviour then; Alvarez was the
hero in Kansas. In his home-
town, Calchin, Alvarengue
would be a proud teacher.
Her student has scored a
goalthatconformedtothe pre-
cepts of geometry. And a
goalofraresymmetry
andsignificance.
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« COMEBACK CONNOISSEURS

The lords of late goals keep on producing dramatic finales.
Here's alook at some of Argentina's comebacks:

AARGENTINA 3-1SWITZERLAND
FROM1-1(QUARTER-FINAL)
10':ALEXIS MAC ALLISTER gives
Argentinaan early lead.

67': DAN NDOYE restores parity.
112":Reducedto10meninthe 72nd
minute, Switzerland defend
heroically. Then comes the
inevitable twist. Julian Alvarez curls
astunnerintothe top corner, pasta
flying Gregor Kobel, to give
Argentinathe lead.

121: LAUTARO MARTINEZ puts
the tietobed withathird.
ARGENTINA 3-2EGYPTFROM0-
2DOWN (ROUND OF 16)

15': The Pharaos draw

first blood, as Yasser
Ibrahim powersa
header past
Emiliano Martinez
togive Egypt the
lead.

67':Mostafa Zico doubles

his team's advantage, tucking
home a Haissem Hassan delivery.

231%

79': Lifeline for Argentina. Lionel
Messi'sinch-perfect cross finds
Cristian Romero unmarked, whose
header is powerful enough to beat
Mostafa Shobeir.

83": Another cross from Messi

2\

Jude Bellingham is the third player to score a brace in consecutive
knockout games after Diego Maradona and Kylian Mbappe. a»

SandipG
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ARM SPREAD, eyes skywards,
applause ringing in his ears,
Jude Bellingham soaked in his
glory, the exact moment when
justanother gifted footballer be-
camealegend.

The 23-year-old's two goals
led England to a 2-1 win over
Norway, thus setting up a
semifinal date with defending
champions Argentina. After
two hoursofattritional football,
Bellingham pulled at his shirt
by the badge, stepped aside
after his teammates mobbed
and kissed him. He then raised
his arms wide, soaking in the
adulation. He was England's
hero--again. The inevitable tal-
isman of a schizophrenic con-
test that swung both ways in
spells, before he bent the script
to his indefatigable genius.

England, like in pastgames,
had looked broken, but they al-
ways had the unbroken spirit of
Bellinghamtoleanon.Andina
World Cup where Messi,
Mbappe and Haaland had

i 1the ines until

inthe

Egyptian penalty box. The ball
eventually rolls into the Argentine
captain's path, who hammers a
left-footed rocket to make it 2-2.
90+2': Lautaro Martinez produces
the cross of his life. Enzo
Fernandez, despite standing only
50", rises above everyone to head
homeawinner forthe ages.
ARGENTINA 3-2CAPE VERDE
FROM1-1(ROUND OF 32)

29': Messi .

now, Bellingham finally
claimed the centre stage.
Bellingham's appeal ex-
tends beyond his brilliance on
the pitch. Born to a white Eng-
lish father and a Black British
mother of Ghanaian descent, he
has emerged as an articulate,
thoughtful voice onracismand
social issues while carrying
himself with a composure rare
for his age. The blend of talent,

goal of the tournament, rifling
pastone of the World Cup's
breakout stars, Vozinha.
59': Deroy Duarte threads his
shot through the legs of centre-
back Lisandro Martinez, and then
past goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez.
.

92': Lisandro Martinez atones for
his earlier mistake, scoring from
almost the exact spot where Messi
had opened the scoring.
103" Sidny Lopes Cabral produces
amomentof pure magic, curlinga
shotinto the net which should bein
the running for the goal of the
tournament.
111': Like Switzerland, Cape Verde
were also10 minutes away from
forcing a shootout, until
Romero'sglancing
header struck centre-
} backDiney'sarmand
rolledintothe net.
Upsetaverted.

SHUVADITYABOSE
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dconscience has
made him one of football's de-
fining young personalities.
That personality surfaced
again when the match drifted
into extra time in the Miami
microwave. Even 6,000-kcal-a-
day Erling Haaland, Belling-
ham's close friend, was huffing
after every sprint. Everyone
craved a conclusion. Belling-
ham provided it, twisting his
knee to steer home the winner
andbend the contest to hiswill.
The goal propelled England
into the semifinal and him into
the rarefied space of an English
great. Debates are non-existent
-- Bellingham in 2026 has
turned on the most definitive
performance by an English
footballer since Paul Gascoigne
in1990. The end, Bellingham
would wish, won’t be as cruel.
The strike embodied his su-
preme intuition of a goal, but
more than that, it revealed his
force of personality, the raging
but controlled fire that decides
tournaments, the precise traits
that England had longed for in
their failed pursuits of the past.
“He is aleader,” his former
Real Madrid manager Carlo
Ancelotti purred when he was
barely 20. Another manager,

Lucien Favre, stressed his “play-
ingintelligence”. “Theability to
not only foresee a move, but
planand execute it. With some-
onelike Bellingham, Idon'tlook
atthedateofbirth. He hasa feel
forspace,” he said.

Space he saw, and space he
made. The second one was the
clincher, the one that would be
remembered. But the first one
‘was as consequential and un-
questionably more aesthetic.
Seconds before half time, Eng-
land’s heads drooped, Tuchel
looking battle-scarred.

Then, Anthony Gordon
sweptinacross fromtheleft, in
the hope that someone would
receive the ball. Bellingham
glided in, justahead of the scar-
let red markers, and cushioned
the ball with a delightful first
touch near the edge of the box.
He took brisk strides and, after
spotting flying legs, swivelled
away from the chasers and
slashed his shot across the goal
on the move, under Nyland’s
leftleg.

The goal could not have
been timelier. The pugnacious
Norwegians were buzzing after
Andreas Schjelderup’s swerv-
ing brute past a bemused Jor-
dan Pickford, who withdrew his
hands from the ball’s path, pre-
sumingitwould elude the post.
It didn’t, and England jittered.
Declan Rice, substituted during
the interval, suddenly looked
ragged; the backline that had
expertly kept Erling Haaland on
aleash felt porous like a wall
battered by a truck. England
needed a hero, and Bellingham
puton the heroicact.

Ithasbeen his World Cup, as
much as it has been of Lionel
Messiand Kylian Mbappe. Heis
clawing at their heels, with six
goals in five outings. He is al-
ready England’s third-highest
goal-scorer in World Cups, and
he has exhibited the virtues of
fight and bravado that English
football values more than deliri-
ous gifts but a soft heart, tragic
flaws that have snapped the
nerves of probably more gifted
footballers from his country.

He dwelled on those in the
post-match interactions: “Char-
acter... perseverance... even
‘when things weren't working,
we found away towin.” He was
humble enough not to say “he
found a way”, which wouldn’t
have been an inaccurate self-
appraisal either.

He was not just scoring
goals, either. He induced three
fouls, won sevenduels, and was
oftenthe focal point of the Eng-
lish press that chained Haaland
inthe game’s early passages. At
the end of the game, Tuchel al-
most felt irritated when asked
about Bellingham’s influence.
“Enoughsaid... Hedoesitevery
single match, heisworld class.”

Humble and Measured: How family and friends remember South Africa midfielder Adams

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, July12

JAYDEN ADAMS talked the
way he played. Measured. Un-
hurried. Teammates and re-
porters both noticed it, astill-
nessinhow he chose hiswords
that mirrored the way he chose
his passes: never rushed, al-
ways weighted for whoever
was meant to receive them.

Adams was found dead on
Saturday morningataproperty
inSchotschekloof, Cape Town.
Police say officers responded
to the scene shortly before
11am. Policehaveopened anin-
quest; the cause has not been
confirmed, and sports minister
Gayton McKenzie has asked
thepublictoexercise restraint
and compassion and refrain
from speculation while the
familyand AdamsclubMamel-

odiSundownsaregivenspace.
That request has been hon-
oured. What is known is a life
that moved fast and stayed
quietaboutit.

AdamsgrewupinIdasVal-
ley, Stellenbosch, the kind of
neighbourhood where a foot-
ball finds a child before any-
onehandshim one. His father
Juanito told Soccer Laduma
he used to set up matches in
thebackyard, pushinghimto
play up an age group or two.
The firsttime the family gath-
ered towatch him show off at
three years old, Juanito said,
herefused totouch theball; at
five, he started properly.

His mother, Candice, said
in the same interview that he
shares her temperament:
“Jaydenisavery quiet person.
[He] doesn’t like to speak, he
doesn’tlike the mediaand that

stuff.IguessI’'malsolike that.”
He signed with Stellenbosch
FC’s academy and, in August
2020, became the club’s first
academy graduate handed a
professional contract, making
his senior debut that same
month as a substitute in a
draw against Chippa United.

The nerves never fully left
him. Atthe 2024 Africa Cup of
Nations in Cote d’Ivoire, mo-
ments before ascheduled in-
terview, he collapsed to the
floor in front of a small group
of waiting journalists, over-
whelmed, needing water be-
fore he could speak.

The moment was recalled
afterwards by veteran SABC
Sport  journalist  Velile
Mnyandu, who was present
there. It was the tournament
where South Africa won
bronze and Adams, then 22,

Jayden Adams was 25 years old. ap

played his way into head
coach Hugo Broos’s plans.

On the flight home, team-
mateZakhele Lepasatold him
heshould skip thelocal giants
and move overseas instead.
Adamsstayed, and joined Ma-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

melodiSundowns, oneof those
local giants, in January 2025.

The move didn’t pay off
rightaway for the midfielder.
He struggled for minutes be-
hind anexperienced midfield
and missed the 2025 AFCON

squad. At his lowest point, he
latertold goal.com, he wentto
ateammate’s room,

“I'm not gonna mention
names,” hesaid, and told him,
“Iwill start every game.” He
‘wenthometo Cape Town after
that, and has said he trained
alone and sat with the disap-
pointment rather than talk it
away. He came back with his
hair cut short and his game
sharper, forced his way into a
Champions League-winning
Sundowns midfield, and
earned hisplacebackin Bafana
Bafana in time for the 2026
World Cup. When Sundowns
lifted the trophy in May, he
dedicated his winner’s medal
to Oshwin Andries, a Stellen-
boschteammate who had died
afterastabbingin2023.

He started South Africa’s
opening match, adefeattoco-

New Delhi

hosts Mexico, then started
against Czechia and came off
athalf-time as Bafana Bafana
fought back to a draw - a sub-
stitution he later called, in
comments to News24, a sur-
prise at the time but ulti-
mately the right call.

It was only afterward,
McKenzie hassi id, that

He was an unused substitute
when Canadaended their run.
He was due back at Sun-
downs’ pre-season camp in
Austria within the week.
Tributes have used the word
'humble' more thanany other.
His own mother had used it
first, yearsearlier, inadifferent
er :aboywhodidn’tcare

it emerged Adams had taken
the field that day carrying
fresh grief. His grandmother,
Marianna, had died only
hoursbefore kickoff. The min-
isterrecalled noticing howun-
usually quiet Adams seemed
onthebenchafter comingoff,
not yet knowing why. Adams
featured again off the bench,
entering in the 80th minute,
as South Africa beat South
Korea to reach the knockout
round for the first time in the
country’s World Cup history.

for attention, who did things
his own way and on his own
time. “Death hascruellystolen
one of our own. It has robbed
our nation ofaremarkable foot-
baller,” the South African Foot-
ball Players Union postedonX.

“Wewill forever remember
hishumility, hisextraordinary
talentand the pride withwhich
he represented South Africa.
Restin eternal peace, Jayden.
You will never be forgotten.”

Adams leaves a young
daughter.
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Muchovavows
tokeep chasing
maiden Major

Karolina Muchova. reuters

Reuters
London, July12

KAROLINA MUCHOVA said
shewill need a few days to over-
come her second Grand Slam
final defeat after goingdown to
fellow Czech Linda Noskova in
the Wimbledon title clash but
the 29-year-old vowed to keep
fighting for her maiden major
title. Muchovasaved five match
points as she fought back from
5-2 down in the second set to
stretch the matchintoadecider
but she could not avoid a 6-2 5-
7 6-3 defeat.

It was the second time she
suffered heartbreak on one of
tennis' biggest stages after los-
ing to Iga Swiatek in the 2023
French Open final.

"It'll definitely take me few
days (to overcome theloss). But
again, Iwasin the final. It's still
agreat achievement. It's still
something I'd take before the
tournament," Muchovartold re-
porters. "I think my game is
good. I'm improving. So I feel
good on the courts. Yeah, it's a
dream of mine, it's a goal of
mine to lift that Grand Slam
trophy. This is a setback, butas
well a motivation."

Muchova said she was de-
termined to fight for her sur-
vival as she stood a point away
from defeat, not once, but five
times during the dramatic sec-
ond set. "This tournament
matters to me. I'm like, 'okay, I
don't want to lose 62 6-2. I'm
goingtodoeverythingtobreak
herserve and keep mine'," Mu-
chovaadded.

"I was still believing that I
can turn it around. So that was
in my head." Muchova arrived
in the final having saved a
match point in her semi-final
duel against Coco Gauff, which
wenttothreesetsand ended in
agruelling match tiebreak that
she won 12-10. "It was pretty
tough match. I definitely felt it
physically. I was a little more
tired after that match with
Coco," she said.

"Ididn't want to think of it. T
waslike, 'okay, I'm goingtogive
it my all'. I think maybe that,
definitely. The nerves, aswell. T
really wanted to win today.

"Maybe it tied my hands a
little bit today from the start."

Describing Noskova as a
"calm fighter" in the big mo-
ments, Muchova said her oppo-
nent proved too good on the
day. "She'llgo after every point,
she'll fight for every point, so
she's really competitive. It's
definitely tough to play her on
any surface," Muchova said
after her loss.

ANATOMY OF A DISASTER

India’s one-gear approach
behind batting collapses

England tested the tendency of Indian
batters to use the pace of the bowlers,
while never adjusting to bounce

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, July12

SIX DEFEATS and a washout
across Shreyas Iyer's first seven
matches as captain. England
put the last one beyond doubt
in Southampton on Saturday,
sweeping the series 4-0, Jos
Buttlerand Harry Brookadding
233 for the second wicket, the
highest second-wicket partner-
ship in T20I history, and taking
with it the world No. 1 T201
ranking India had held since
2022. The series is over. What it
was actually testing, is not.
‘Two weeks ago, before a ball
was bowled at Durham, the ar-

Indiansare very goodat, is they
know how to use the pace, not
fightthe pace. TheimpressionI
got here was that they sort of
tried to fight the pace."

He is specific about why
England punished it. "Someone
like Jofra (Archer), (Josh)
Tongue, they hitthe pitch hard,
they run in and almost smash
the ball into the pitch. On cer-
tain pitches, you can't play
those cross-batted shots." The
stats back it up: England's pace
bowlers took 12 wickets across
the five matches specifically by
goingshort, notanisolated tac-
tic but the plan, run again and
again because it kept working.

gumentwasthatIndia'sbatting This played out match by
problem wasn't it match.In England
was method. Built entirely introducedspinearlytoremove
aroundbatspeedandboundary ~ Vaibhav Sooryavanshi, and it

hitting, it asks one thing of a
batter: commit early, trust the
balltoarrive whereit'ssupposed
to. Extrabounce or seam move-
ment punishes exactly that pre-
determined committing. Four
matches later, the claim holds
up, confirmed by a coach who
has taught power-hitting tech-
nique for years, and by India's
own captain, independently de-
scribing the same failure.

Refusal to adjust

Julian Wood, who has
‘worked with T20 batters across
several franchise leagues,
watched the collapse and diag-
nosed a refusal to adjust, nota
lackof skill. "The key thing play-
ing over here is the bounce. In
theIPL, the wicketsare very flat,
the boundaries are small and
the ball sort of sits up waist
height. Whereas over here, it is
higher than that. One thing the

worked, hewas stumped inside
five overs, an over-eager charge
down the pitch rather than a
shot beaten by pace. "He used
the pace, didn't fight againstit,"
‘Woods says of the one occasion
Sooryavanshi did find the ad-
justment, working a short ball
tothird man. "You can'tcriticise
him, the experienced batsmen
should have done this."

By Bristol, England had
widened the trap. Abhishek
Sharma and Shivam Dube fell
tomis-hits offspin; Tilak Varma
and Washington Sundar were
both caught off slower-ball
bouncers, pace taken off rather
than added to. By Southamp-
ton, chasing258, Sanju Samson
discovered the same trap from
a different angle: recalled to
open, he went after Sam Cur-
ran'sslower ball expecting more
pace, and picked out a fielder.

It wasn't one method beat-

— wr
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Yastika’s ton takes India
closerto Lord’s win |

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, July12

INDIA WOMEN are in the
touchingdistance ofafamous
winatLord’sin their first-ever
appearanceattheiconicvenue.
Going into the final day on
Monday, Harmanpreet Kaur’s
team is four wickets way from
beating England inthe one-off
Test as the bowlers continued
their impressive run after
another strong batting effort.

India's batters built relent-
lessly on the platform laid by
theirbowlersin thesecond in-
nings, piling up 371 before fi-
nallyending England's misery
by declaring. Yastika Bhatia
wasthe centrepiece, becoming
onlythesixth Indianwomanto
score a Test century overseas.
That innings, though, arrived
with abit of luck. Lauren Bell
clipped the stumps with the
very first delivery of the day,
butthebailswereadamant not
tobeuprooted.

While there was not much
wrong about that delivery,

Indian batters took the aggressive route but that failed to yield any substantial returns. cremas

ing India. It was India's single-
gear approach, their only
method being tested by several
weapons in turn, pace, spin,
bounce, the absence of pace,
and failing every one of them
thesameway. Curran nailed the
bias after Manchester: "The
batters are strong on leg side,
Archer was not letting them
play there," he said.

Wood calls it fighting the
angle instead of going with it.
"You set yourself up to hit the
ball straight. If it's not straight,
'you go with the angle." Bowler
and coach, working indepen-
dently, reached the same diag-
nosis.

‘Wood also has an example of
what doing it right looks like,
eventhough the player in ques-
tion didn't feature this series:
Rohit Sharma's pull shot, the
technical answer to the exact
problem those 12dismissalsde-
scribe. "He gets his hands up

very high, gets in good posi-
tions, extends his hands
throughtheball... he getsontop
of the ball." Control, not equal
force. "Him and Virat (Kohli)
know exactly how to play.
They've toured England be-
fore." The second gear -- this
order hasn'tbuilt.

The numbers from Bristol
show thisisn'tabout Indialack-
inggearsentirely, only how nar-
rowly those gears are shared.
Iyer made an unbeaten 80
there, 44 of those runs off Adil
Rashid alone, 27.85 percent of
India's total scored off one
bowler by one batter; off every-
one else, just 36 from 33 balls.
‘When the batting worked at all
this series, it was one player
finding that range while the rest
kept swinging for the shot the
IPL rewards and England had
already taken away.

"Nobody's doubting their
ability. Nobody's doubting their

talent," Woodssays. "You've just
got to be a bit smarter when it
comes to playing overseas.”

After Southampton, with-
out prompting, without a
coach'stechnical language, Iyer
described the same problem in
his own words, at the end of a
tour with no matches left to
proveitin."Welost wicketsina
cluster. We were going after the
chase rather than building part-
nerships. We have to target
bowlers, take time."

The same sentence, arrived
at independently, from the
dressing room. Indiashed one
kind of caution in 2023 and be-
came champions playing at
only one speed. The question
this series was actually asking,
and the one the captain
answered without being asked
directly, is whether the side
that built one ferocious gear
has any idea yet how to find a
second one.

Dravid, Flower in fray after McCullum quits Test job

Express News Service
New Delhi, July12

THE ENGLAND and Wales
Cricket Board on Sunday said
that Brendon McCullum will
step down as the head coach of
the England Test team. He will,
however, continue to lead the
white ball teams, a release con-
firmed. “T've absolutely loved
coaching the Test side and I'm
incredibly proud of what we've
achieved together. There've
been some unbelievable highs
and a few tough days along the
‘way, but that’s all part of taking
onachallengelike this. It'sbeen
aprivilege and an honour, and
I'm grateful. Grateful to the
players, the staff and the fans
who supported us on the jour-

ney,” McCullum said via the
same release.

“Of course I'm gutted not to
be continuing, but I respect the
decision. My focus nowison giv-
ing everything I've got to the
White Ball teams and helping
England keep moving forward.T
wish the Test team nothing but
success. There’s a hell of a lot of
talentin that dressing room and
they’reaspecial bunchoflads.I'll
alwaysbe backingtheboys, with
asmile on my face, and hoping
they keep taking the game on. T
know they’ll continue to make
people proud,” he added.

The announcement came
twoweeksafter England’sseries
loss to New Zealand — its first
defeat at home in a series of
three Tests or more since 2012.

WHOLE ElT)

Brendon McCullum coached
England for four years. reuters

That came on the heels of a 4-1
Ashes series loss Down Under
in which the England team
cameunderscrutiny for its per-
ceived lack of |

bined his white and red ball
roles since January 2025. Eng-
land’s T20 team has just
thrashed India 4-0 in ahome
series to become the No.l-
ranked side in the format.

Dravid, Flowerin race

Indian great Rahul Dravid
has emerged as one of the con-
tenders to succeed McCullum.

Accordingtoareportin The
Daily Telegraph, Dravid fea-
tures among a list of potential
candidates including former
England coach Andy Flower
and ex-England spinner Ri-
chard Dawson.

England’s next Test series is
against Pakistan starting next
month. McCullum has com-

‘The53-year-old Dravid, who
guided India to the 2024 T20
World Cuptitle, isseen asan at-
tractive candidate because of

© WORLD BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2026

Badminton needs young audience during Worlds

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, July12

ITWAS Lin Dan's swagger atits
best. He walked into a press
conference once wearingaSha-
quille O'Neal training-tee, and
didn't know whose embossed
face was grinning from his
shirt. It was at Hyderabad in
2009 when he won his third
World title, when India last
hosted the World Champion-
ships. Dan would look utterly
befuddled at the Shaq name,
then look at his shirt, and then
politelynod a nein and indicate
he knew not who the man was.
Itmight well have been Mickey
Mouse or Fido Dido.

Super Dan had every reason
to not know (or feign ignor-
ance) about an American NBA
star - the Chinese southpaw ab-
solutely ruled his sport and
lived in an insular, high-press-
ure cocoon where he was only
halfway done with glory. It was
perfectly possible thatasanab-
solutesuperstar in Chinaand in
middle of two Olympic titles in
2008 and 2012 in a East Asian
sportlike badminton, hewasn’t
tuned into the life of a fading
basketball legend. Shaq had in
2006, signed up with Chinese
sports major, Li Ning, and
found his happy mug on the
shuttle legend's shirt. For Lin

India is set to host World Championships from 17th August. express

Dan, Shaq was a shirt change.
‘What Hyderabad missed
that Sunday evening where
Chinese won 10 of the available
20medals, includingall fourin
‘women's doubles, and 3 of 4 in
women'ssingles-- Delhicando
nowasithoststhe 2026 edition
next month. Take badminton
from its predominantly East
Asian cauldron, add the Indian
tangy spice, and present it on
an American diner menuscale
- fries on the side. Combine the
best of the playing sport with
the best of the showcasing of it.
Packaging at this World
Championships will matter -
even as the US is forced to pay
heed to badminton, an Olym-
picsport. Evenas Chinalookto
regain supremacy of 2009,

while India field contenders
running into  multiple
numbers, not just one Saina
Nehwal, who back in 2009 was
recovering from chicken pox
and was stopped in quarters.

Haunting past

India of course is pulling all
stops, to shore up its own host-
ing credentials. These took a
beatingattheIndiaOpen earlier
intheyear, whenbird droppings
and a monkey blighted India's
annual Super Series Tour event.
The optics - no matter how hu-
morously waved away - haunt
the upcoming show.

The capital'sadministration
machinery - Sports Ministry
and SAI have taken over the

ensure there's no repeat,

ina Ia]ly Tabla and music ac-

though executingit

were created

will be the challenge.
Meanwhile, India has
brought colour and splash,
danceand musictotheleadup.
Meant to be wholly digitally
driven, the visual identity (so-
cial media promo) was out and
carried afew pointers. "Thereis
aconscious effort to make bad-
minton popular for Gen Z and
Gen Alpha (those born between
2010 and 2024). In India, bad-
minton following was mostly in
the 35+ age group. So, even if it
might be the second most
popularwatched sport in India
after cricket, the perception,
impressions were not there. We
had to connect with younger
fans,"a BAIspokesperson said.
In other words, they were
aiming for Gen Jurassic: The
2.0 generation of badminton
watchers. So, Insta consump-
tion is considered a metric.
While the BWF came up
with an elegant logo -- India
Gate withashuttleunfurlingon
thetop, and the silhouette akin
to a flame. The 2D visual
though adopted the GenZ pink
branding, with Delhi icons like
Red Fort, parliament Qutub
Minar incorporated. The cen-
terpiece was a Kathakali face
that represent Indla 's express-

WorldC

enuet

ive eyes, the shuttle

in-house, while the World
Championship anthem will be
released soon.

Speculated to be arap song,
with a promo video starring all
the big names - PV Sindhu, Sat-
wik-Chirag, Lakshya Sen,
Ayush and Treesa-Gayatri was
shotoverthisweekend in Delhi.

Allindications are that the
mascot could eitherbe the very
Indian elephant or more likely
apeacockwithshuttle feathers.
Indiafan merchandiseis under
production, though different
fandoms are planning player-
name jerseys inspired by foot-
ball.

Badminton barely focuses
on fans who tend to sit in dark-
ened stands, but the surround-
ing food courts and concourses
are expected to be fan zones in
Delhi. However, all focus re-
‘mainson how Indians perform.
The likes of Satwik-Chirag,
Sindhu, Ayush and LakshyaSen
will need to embrace the home
pressure and ensure fans are
pulled rightuntil the Finals Sun-
day. Lin Dan had been indiffer-
ent to the broader contours of
fame back in 2009. The current
starshaveall the follower counts
and collabs. They need the gold
now, before they can strutlikea
regal Indian peacock.

his “meticulous” approachand
deep understanding of the
game. “Dravid has no desire to
coach full-time, but the Eng-
land Test job would allow him
extended periods at home and
thechanceto help keep alive his
favourite format of the game.
England, at the very least,
should gauge his interest,” ac-
cording to the report.

Flower, England's most suc-
cessful coachinthe modernera,
led theside to three Ashes series
victories and the No.1 Test rank-
ing. He also enjoyed consider-
able success in franchise
cricket, including consecutive
IPL titles with Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru.

(With PTIinputs)

*BRIEFLY

there hing right
about the one which got her
Smriti Mandhana’s wicket in
the next over. Straying down
the legside, it found an edge
and Amy Jones behind the
stumps. One wicket invited
another. Four overs later, Bell
produced an in-swinging
beauty that pierced through
Jemimah Rodrigues’ drive.
It was then Sophie Eccle-
stone’stime todictate the pro-
ceedings. Harmanpreet be-
cameher firstvictimoftheday,
trapped leg before wicket. Be-
fore she could add another to
her tally, however, Bhatia re-
corded her maiden Test
hundred. It took her 145 de-
liveriestoachievethe feat,and
ittookIndia 24 yearsto havea
female Test centurionon Eng-
lishsoil. In2002, batting great
Mithali Raj had scored 214 at
Taunton, which was the then
highest individual score in
‘women’s Test cricket.
Ecclestonebrokethe52-run
fifth-wicket stand in the im-
mediate nextoverafter Bhatia's
century, when Deepti Sharma
misjudged the flight of the ball
inherattempttosweepittothe
ropes. Bhatia, meanwhile, had
shown remarkable restraint
throughout her knock. Her first
157 deliveries did not yield a
single six. On the 158th, she
tried to change it in search of
quick runs. The 25-year-old
southpaw danced down the
track against Ecclestone and
offered a swing, but the ball
achieved more vertical elev-
ation than horizontal. Mady
Villierscompleted the catchat
mid-off. Those entrusted with
engravingnamesontheLord’s
honours boards earned their
‘wages onSunday, asafter Bha-
tia, the latest addition was Ec-
clestone, whose peach left Sneh
Ranacompletely bamboozled
and earned her a fourth Test
fifer. Being the last of the rec-
ognised batters, Richa Ghosh
threw caution to the wind.
Drapinganinvisible blue cape
around her all-whif he un-

Yastika Bhatia scored 113 to
propel India to a big lead. ap

leashed herwhite-ball version,
scoringanunbeaten 52-ball 50,
hittingeightboundariesinthe
process. By thetime Kaur called
curtains on the onslaught,
India had scored 341/7, with
theirlead being 456 runs.

England requiredamiracle
to even survive. Kranti Gaud
had otherideas.

‘Withthevery firstball of the
innings, sheuprooted Tammy
Beaumont's stumps in what
wasthefinalinningsofanout-
standinginternational career.
For a batter who has amassed
7,325international runs, it was
ananti-climacticfarewell, but
Beaumont'slegacy will forever
reston the 14 centuries and 36
fifties, and not on thisisolated
duck. Sayali Satghare's in-
swinger opened Maia Bouch-
ier's defence allends up in the
next over. Then came Sneh
Rana, who needed only three
deliveries to bowl Nat Sciver-
Brunt.

Another farewell followed
soonafter.

Heather Knight inside-
edged a Gaud inswinger onto
her pads before Ghosh gath-
eredsafelyatshortleg. Shede-
parted for just 13, an insignifi-
cantnumber beside 320 —the
number of times Knight had
represented her nation inin-
ternational cricket, morethan
anyone in England’s history.

Indian bowlers were unre-
lenting. Satghare found the
stumps again, sending Alice
Capsey back on this occasion.
Atthetime, withEngland reel-
ingat59/5, it seemed a fourth
day would not be necessary.
Amy James and Mady Villiers
ensured the Test would enter
the final day.

The pair constructed a 67-
runpartnership, beforethere-
silience was finally broken by
Rana. Thedayended with Eng-
land's score reading 130/6. In-
dia'swomen need fourwickets
to earn their third Test win in
England, and perhaps, the
mostspecial of all time.

BRIEF SCORES: India 285 &
341/7 decl (Yastika Bhatia
113; Ecclestone 5/118) vs Eng-
land 170 &130/6 (Amy Jones
52batti 2/19).

Anand Singh hurled the spear 80.57m to win the gold. ari

Anand wins javelin gold as
India finishes with 16 medals

JAVELIN THROWER Anand
Singh and the women's
4x400m relay team
clinched a gold medal each
asIndiaended their cam-
paignonastrongnote at the
inaugural Asian U23
Athletics Cl

inhislastattempt.

Shivam Lohakare, the sec-
ond Indian in the fray, won
the bronze medal with a dis-
tance of 77.70m. The gold
‘winning quartet of Shravani
Sachin Sangle, Sandramol

onSunday. Overall, the In-
dian team won 16 medals --
3gold, 4silverand 9 bronze
--inthe championships. On
his way to winning the gold
medal, Anand joined the
80m club. His brilliant gold
winning throw of 80.57m, a
personal best, was achieved

Sabu, P Narimalla
and Nofisa Khatun clocked
3:33.62secondsinthe
‘women's 4x400m relay. The
men's 4x400m relay team
alsowonasilver withatime
0f3:04.24 secs as India fin-
ished with 16 medals at the
inaugural event for the U23
athletes. PTI

Indiafinish with
onegold at ISSF
Shotgun WC

THE INDIAN mixed trap
teams endured a
disappointing outing, fin-
ishing well down the stand-
ings as the contingent
signed off from the ISSF
Shotgun World Cup here
with one gold medal. India’s
only gold came when Neeru
Dhandawon the women’s
trap indiviudal gold medal
withascore of 27 outof30in
the eight-shooter final on
Saturday. PTI

Recurve archers
draw blank at
WCStage4

INDIA'S RECURVE mixed
pair of Dhiraj and Kirti
Sharmasquandered a
promising 3-1lead to miss
outon the bronze medal,
losing 3-5toItaly atthe
Archery World Cup Stage
4.For Dhiraj, the Antalya
‘World Cup champion, it was
adisappointingend to the
campaign as he returned
empty-handed from Mad-
rid despite having won the
recurve mixed team gold
last month with Kumkum
Mohod. PT
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