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IN BRIEF
�

T
he Election Com-
mission of India
(ECI) told the Su-

preme Court on Friday
that though it found “false”
Form 7s for deletion of vo-
ters during the Uttar Pra-
desh Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR), none of them
were accepted.

Appearing before a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant, se-
nior advocate Dama Sesha-
dri Naidu, for the ECI, said
corrective measures were
taken promptly on discov-
ery of such “false” forms.
Authorities had rejected
Form 7s �led in violation of
norms, the ECI said.

The ECI was responding
to allegations levelled in a
petition �led by Congress
leader and Barabanki MP

Tanuj Punia, represented
by senior advocate Salman
Khurshid and advocate
Shariq Ahmed, about wi-
despread misuse and fraud
in connection with bulk �l-
ing of Form 7s during the
claims-and-objections
phase of the Uttar Pradesh
SIR.

Mr. Ahmed questioned
the ECI’s claim that false
Form 7s were stopped at
the gates. He said the court
must subject this claim to
judicial scrutiny. Counsel
argued that it was exactly
the lack of any corrective
measures in the Uttar Pra-
desh SIR that “embol-

dened” the �ling of bulk
Form 7s in Karnataka and
Telangana.

“Of the 32 Form 7s in the
Hata Assembly constituen-
cy in Uttar Pradesh, two
were signed by the booth-
level o�cer. All these
forms pertained to dele-
tion of voters belonging to
one community,” counsel
submitted. The court
asked Mr. Ahmed to sub-
mit a note with details and
additional information, if
any, on the issue.

“Let the EC look into
these issues, take neces-
sary action and �le a com-
pliance report,” the court
observed.

The Uttar Pradesh SIR
process ended in April. Ov-
er two crore voters were
removed from the rolls.

SC seeks report from ECI
on Form 7 misuse charge
Election Commission says it did not accept any Form 7s �led in violation of norms in U.P.; election

o�cials took prompt corrective steps, it says after Cong. MP alleges widespread fraud during SIR

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI
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‘BAD WEATHER’

Six killed in helicopter
crash in Uttarakhand
NEWS » PAGE 10

Population Enumeration,
the second phase of Cen-
sus 2027, will commence
on January 10, 2027 across
the country with the open-
ing of the online self-enum-
eration window, according
to a noti�cation. Door-to-
door enumeration will be-
gin on January 25 and end
on February 28.

During the door-to-door
enumeration, enumerators
will ask a set of 40 ques-
tions, including 13 new
ones pertaining to caste
(other than Scheduled
Tribe/Scheduled Caste),
religion, place and date of
birth of both parents, num-
ber of bank accounts,

spouse’s name, nationality,
digital literacy, permanent
residential address, place
of COVID-19 vaccination,
passport number, driving
licence availability, and
mobile, Aadhaar and voter
ID numbers, if available.

The exercise was com-
pleted in Ladakh and the
snow-a�ected areas of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand
by September 30. In Uttar
Pradesh, Goa, Uttarak-
hand, and Punjab, the ex-
ercise will be held earlier
than the rest of the country
— from November 16, 2026. 

In these poll-bound
States, the door-to-door
enumeration will begin on
December 1, 2026, and end
on January 5, 2027. 

Census: door-to-door
enumeration from
Jan. 25 to Feb. 28
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Oppn. rejoicing
as nation faces
crises, says Modi

BHILDI (GUJARAT)

PM Narendra Modi on Friday

vowed to serve the people of

India till his last breath. He

accused the Opposition of

rejoicing when the country

faces a crisis. » Page 11

Delhi-NCR: curbs
on construction
from Nov. 5-20

NEW DELHI

Union Environment Minister

Bhupender Yadav on 

Friday announced a ban 

on construction and

demolition activities in 

Delhi and the National 

Capital Region (NCR) from

November 5 to 20, with

exemptions for projects of

national importance. » Page 2

India has over the last de-
cade made “remarkable
progress” in reducing po-
verty across both monetary
and non-monetary dimen-
sions, the World Bank said
in a new report, adding that
the country saw one of the
fastest reductions in pover-
ty in the world.

“Between 2011 and 2023,
the share of the population
living below the Lower Mid-
dle-Income Country line
($4.2/day) fell from 57.7% to
16.1%, lifting an estimated
496 million people out of
poverty, while extreme po-
verty ($3.00/day) declined
from 27.1% to 2.6%,” the
World Bank said in its Oc-
tober 2026 Poverty and

Equity Brief for India re-
leased on Friday. 

Further, it stated that it
projected poverty to conti-
nue declining, “albeit more
gradually”. “On the non-
monetary dimensions, as
measured by the Oxford
Poverty and Human Deve-
lopment Initiative’s (OPHI)
Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI), poverty fell
sharply from 53.8% in

2005-06 to 16.4% in 2019-
21, with the World Bank
MPI measure at 15.5% in
2022-23,” it stated. 

“Wage disparities, ho-
wever, remain pro-
nounced, as median earn-
ings among the top 10% of
workers were about 13
times those of the bottom
10% in 2023,” the report
said. “Poverty has also be-
come increasingly concen-
trated geographically,” it
added. “While living stan-
dards improved across
most States, households in
a contiguous belt stretching
from Uttar Pradesh to West
Bengal account for 57% of
India’s poor population.”

It also noted that, bet-
ween 2017 and 2023, em-
ployment increased by
about 134 million people,

nearly twice the growth of
the working-age popula-
tion, with much of the gain
driven by rural women en-
tering paid work and rais-
ing the number of earners
per household. “However,
youth unemployment rose
from 14.6% to 15.9% bet-
ween the two quarters [Q1
FY2026 and Q1 FY2027],
particularly among rural
young women,” the World
Bank report highlighted.

FM hails �ndings
“The World Bank identi�es
strong consumption
growth, rising employment
— especially among women
— and expanded social
transfers, including food
subsidies, as major driv-
ers,” Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said.

India made ‘remarkable progress’ in
reducing poverty, says World Bank
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Extreme poverty declined from

27.1% to 2.6%, the report said.

A little over 16 lakh elec-
tors in West Bengal whose
names had been cleared
by judicial o�cers after be-
ing �agged for logical dis-
crepancies during the
West Bengal SIR had found
themselves back in the
crosshairs when the Elec-
tion Commission of India
(ECI) �led appeals against
the inclusion of their
names. 

These electors would
have voted in the Assemb-
ly poll in April because
their names appeared on
the supplementary lists
published before the
election.

But the o�cials who
�led appeals against the in-
clusion of the 16.10 lakh
voters may not have had
the authority to do so un-
der the Representation of
the People Act. 

According to the Act,

the CEO/DEO/ERO/AERO
are the authorities with
respect to electoral rolls.

In its a�davit �led be-
fore the Supreme Court on
October 26, the ECI said
the appeals were not
brought to its notice ear-
lier and that a communica-
tion dated October 22,
2026, was received from
the o�ce of the Chief Elec-
toral O�cer, West Bengal,
stating that its o�cials had
�led the appeals in their
capacity as authorities un-
der the Act. It said the “of-
�cers had the authority to

�le the appeals as per the
orders of this Hon’ble (Su-
preme) Court”.

Though the ECI, in the
a�davit, mentioned that
the only authorities vis-à-
vis electoral rolls recog-
nised under the Act are the
“CEO/DEOs/EROs/AE-
ROs”, it did not state cate-
gorically that the appeals
against inclusions were
�led by these authorised
o�cials, and mentioned
them as “o�cers of the of-
�ce of CEO West Bengal”.

The �ling of appeals
against voters cleared by
judicial o�cers was one of
the questions raised by
Election Commissioners S.
S. Sandhu and Vivek Joshi
in their �le notings. Oppo-
sition parties in West Ben-
gal have called for the
scrapping of these appeals
and sought a judicial
probe into the matter.

ECI’s appeals against over 
16 lakh cleared voters in
Bengal raise legal questions
Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

According to Representation of

the People Act, the CEO/DEO/

ERO/AERO are the authorities.
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GSLV places
navigation
satellite 
into orbit
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The Delhi High Court Bar
Association on Friday
urged Delhi High Court
Acting Chief Justice Nitin
Wasudeo Sambre to seek
an exemption for judicial
o�cers, advocates and
court sta� from the restric-
tions on the entry of non-
BS-VI vehicles into Delhi,
which will come into force
on November 1. 

‘High housing cost’
The association said its
members “cater to the es-
sential service of dispensa-
tion of justice” and that
many members of the legal
fraternity, including judges
and court sta�, live in oth-
er parts of the NCR due to
Delhi’s high housing costs. 

From November 1 to Ja-
nuary 31, restrictions un-
der the Graded Response
Action Plan will bar the en-
try of non-BS-VI vehicles
registered outside Delhi.
Only BS-VI-complaint vehi-
cles with valid PUC certi�-
cates, CNG vehicles and e-
vehicles will be allowed
while trucks will be divert-
ed via expressways. 

Many commuters said
the curbs would a�ect
their daily travel. “I live in
Noida and work in Con-
naught Place. I’ll have to
take public transport or re-
ly on others for commute
now,” said Manoj Verma, a
marketing professional.

The move will hit driv-
ers’ livelihoods, said San-
jay Samrat, president of
the Delhi Taxi and Tourist
Transporters’ Association,
which has urged Chief Mi-
nister Rekha Gupta to with-
draw the proposed curbs,
saying the restrictions will
a�ect their earnings during
the festive season.

(With inputs from 
Soibam Rocky Singh)

Vehicular restrictions
begin tomorrow; HC
Bar seeks exemption

Many residents from nearby

cities said the curbs will a�ect

their daily commute. FILE PHOTO

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI 

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to
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U
nion Environment
Minister Bhupen-
dra Yadav on Fri-

day announced a ban on
construction and demoli-
tion activities in Delhi and
the National Capital Region
(NCR) from November 5 to
20, with exemptions for
projects of national
importance.

“This is the peak time
[for air pollution], and the
CAQM has conducted a
scienti�c study on this. The
ban will apply to dust-gen-
erating demolition and
outdoor civil construction
activities,” Mr. Yadav said.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management in the
National Capital Region
and Adjoining Areas
(CAQM) issued an order on
Friday night, directing the
governments in Delhi-NCR
to enforce the restrictions.

Projects related to the

Railways, metro services,
airports, inter-State bus
terminals, hospitals, water
supply and sanitation, na-
tional security and defence
have been exempted, the
order stated. 

The prohibition will also
apply to public infrastruc-
ture projects such as high-
ways, roads, �yovers, over-
bridges, electricity
transmission lines, pipe-
lines and telecommunica-
tion projects, it added.

The CAQM also directed

the Delhi government and
authorities in �ve high veh-
icle-density districts — Gu-
rugram, Faridabad, Soni-
pat, Ghaziabad and
Gautam Buddha Nagar — to
ensure that government
and private o�ces operate
with no more than 50% of
their sta� attending physi-
cally, while the remaining
employees work from
home during the same pe-
riod. The order exempted
industrial establishments
and essential services
where such an arrange-
ment is not feasible.

Festive season curbs
A senior o�cial told The
Hindu that the measures
were being taken in view of
Deepavali on November 8,
when �recracker emis-
sions are expected to add
to the pollution load.

“Stubble burning emis-
sions are also expected to
peak around the same
time, with paddy harvest-

ing under way,” the o�cial
added.

In June, the Delhi go-
vernment issued a ban on
dust-generating demoli-
tion and construction ac-
tivities from November 1 to
January 31. 

Pollution control centre
During the day, Mr. Yadav
also visited a newly deve-
loped Integrated Com-
mand and Control Centre
(ICCC) at the CAQM head-
quarters to monitor mea-
sures to curb air pollution.
“The ICCC is a single-win-
dow digital centre that in-
tegrates various data
streams. It also integrates
data from 111 CAAQMS
[continuous ambient air
quality monitoring sta-
tions] operational in Delhi-
NCR, over 2,300 indus-
tries, more than 3,200 ac-
tive construction sites and
tra�c congestion hot-
spots,” an o�cial state-
ment read.

Govt. imposes construction
curbs, 50% work from home
in Delhi-NCR from Nov. 5-20

Union Minister Bhupender

Yadav at a pollution monitoring

facility. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Restrictions timed to mitigate pollution load from burning of �recrackers, crop residue, says Union 

Minister; ban to apply on public infrastructure works; waiver for projects of national importance

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

Booth Level O�cers
(BLOs) in Delhi have been
asked to record why eligi-
ble electors were earlier
marked absent, shifted,
dead or duplicate (ASDD),
and why those traced dur-
ing re-veri�cation are un-
willing to submit Form 6 to
get their names back on
the rolls as new voters, The
Hindu has learnt. 

The instructions come
amid the ongoing re-veri�-
cation of 47.56 lakh names
dropped from the draft roll

published on August 31 af-
ter being placed in the
ASDD categories.

Fourth deadline change
On Thursday, the Election
Commission of India (ECI)
pushed the deadline for
publishing Delhi’s �nal
electoral roll to December
22, marking the fourth
such revision.

As per the revised sche-
dule, the deadline for �ling
claims and objections has
been extended by 26 days,
from October 30 to No-
vember 25, giving eligible
electors more time to seek

inclusion in the �nal roll
during the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR)
drive. The disposal of
claims and objections will
have to be completed by
December 15. 

New column 
A new ‘Remarks’ column
has been added to the BLO
mobile application to re-
cord details of the re-veri�-
cation exercise. 

This �eld will be used to
record why an elector was
placed in the ASDD catego-
ries during the enumera-
tion phase, whether the

person was found residing
at the registered address
and, if eligible, why the
person was reluctant to
submit Form 6. 

The column will also be
used to record cases in
which an elector is found
at the registered address
but has already enrolled in
another constituency. 

BLOs have been provid-
ed with the ASDD lists,
along with the correspond-
ing addresses, and in-
structed to conduct door-
to-door visits to verify the
voters’ details. They have
also been asked to main-

tain records of the number
of visits made, electors
found eligible, Form 6 ap-
plications �led and reasons
for not �ling the form. 

Oct. 2 order
The instructions follow the
ECI’s October 2 order for a
special drive to include
eligible voters whose
names were not included
in the draft rolls in States
where the SIR exercise has
been completed. 

The Delhi Chief Electo-
ral O�cer’s directions to
BLOs for re-veri�cation
were issued nearly a week

after the poll panel an-
nounced the drive. 

The draft electoral roll
published on August 31
contained the names of
97.5 lakh electors, down
from around 1.45 crore be-
fore the rolls were frozen
for the SIR on June 16. 

Since August 31, poll of-
�cials in the Capital have
received 2.79 lakh applica-
tions seeking inclusion in
the electoral roll. An addi-
tional 22,707 applications
have been �led either ob-
jecting to the inclusion of
names or seeking deletion
of existing entries. 

BLOs to record reasons for removing names of eligible voters
Suruchi Kumari 
NEW DELHI

Delhi Home Minister Ashish Sood on Friday
ordered a magisterial inquiry into the building
collapse in Seemapuri on October 7, which
claimed �ve lives, including two children. The
North East Delhi District Magistrate will conduct
the probe. “No guilty person or o�cial will be
spared. Our immediate priority is to support the
a�ected families, and our long-term goal is to
enforce strict structural safety rules so that such
an accident never happens again in Delhi,” said
the Minister. As per a preliminary probe, the
collapse was caused by the use of heavy
machinery in the adjacent buildings.

Govt. orders magisterial probe
into Oct. 7 building collapse

AUTOMOTIVE The BJP will take out a
protest march on Sunday
in Hari Nagar area over the
1984 anti-Sikh riots. “The
Sikh community wants the
Congress to apologise for
the massacre of Sikhs,”
said Delhi BJP president
Harsh Malhotra.

BJP to stage
stir on Sunday

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta inaugurated the
‘Diwali Bazaar 2026’ at the Blind Relief
Association premises on Friday. Ms. Gupta said
her government is working continuously to make
the national capital’s infrastructure accessible to
all and ensure that persons with disabilities lead
a life of dignity, according to an o�cial statement
from the Chief Minister’s O�ce. The seven-day
market will run till November 5 and feature more
than 250 stalls, the statement added. The Chief
Minister also visited ‘Cafe Mast’, run by visually
impaired youth associated with the Blind Relief
Association.

Working to make city infra
accessible to all, says CM

INBRIEF
�

A 30-year-old man allegedly set his house on �re
in Jahangirpuri on Friday, triggering a blaze in
which an LPG cylinder exploded and an Assistant
Fire O�cer sustained 25% burns, said the police.
Bharat, who lived with his mother, Raj Rani,
allegedly started the �re on the ground �oor of
their three-storey house. His mother was
present. During �re�ghting operations, the
cylinder exploded, injuring Ankit, 32, an
Assistant Fire O�cer with the Delhi Fire Services,
who su�ered burns to his face, hair and hands.
He was taken to Babu Jagjivan Ram Memorial
Hospital and later referred to AIIMS. An FIR has
been registered against Bharat, said the police.

Man sets house ablaze; �re
o�cer hurt in cylinder blast
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States

Timings

DELHI

SATURDAY, OCT. 31

RISE 06:32 SET 17:37

RISE 22:28 SET 11:58

SUNDAY, NOV. 01

RISE 06:33 SET 17:37

RISE 23:36 SET 12:47

MONDAY, NOV. 02

RISE 06:33 SET 17:36

RISE 00:00 SET 13:28

leaving her critically in-
jured and hospitalised at
PGIMER in Chandigarh,
police said on Friday.

The incident took place
on October 28, a senior
police o�cial said.

A six-year-old girl was al-
legedly assaulted by an
eight-year-old boy inside a
classroom at a school here,

6-year-old injured in alleged
assault by boy at school
Press Trust of India
PANCHKULA

Jamia Millia Islamia will
resume o�ine classes from
November 10 after stu-
dents called o� their 18-day
protest on Thursday night,
with the university an-
nouncing a timeline to res-
tore the students’ union, a
university order said on
Friday.

The university will also
hold the second mid-term
examinations o�ine from
November 16 to 21.

The order, issued by Re-
gistrar Prof. Md. Mahtab
Alam Rizvi, supersedes
earlier notices and o�ce
orders dated October 24,
26 and 28. The university
directed all Deans, Heads
of Departments and Direc-
tors to ensure the smooth
conduct of o�ine classes
and examinations and

maintain students’ atten-
dance and other records
regularly.

The decision comes
amid a prolonged stand-o�
between the university ad-
ministration and students
over restoring the Jamia
Millia Islamia Students’ Un-
ion ( JMISU), which trig-
gered a protest and hunger

strike on October 12.
In another develop-

ment, more than 2,000
teaching and non-teaching
employees of the universi-
ty attended a thanksgiving
programme on Friday at
3.30 p.m. on the lawns of
the Ansari Auditorium.
They thanked the adminis-
tration for resolving the

two-decade-long impasse
over students’ union elec-
tions, according to a un-
iversity statement.

The employees hailed
the October 29 order ap-
proving the implementa-
tion of the JMISU Constitu-
tion, describing it as a
result of the administra-
tion’s e�orts to resolve the
issue through dialogue.
They acknowledged the
support and guidance the
Ministry of Education and
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs provided over the past
two weeks, the university
said.

However, the teaching
sta� demanded strict ac-
tion against those responsi-
ble for allegedly writing an-
ti-national gra�ti and
slogans on university walls
and vandalising gates and
other infrastructure, the
university said.

Jamia to resume o�ine classes from
Nov. 10; mid-term exams from Nov. 16

Students of Jamia Millia Islamia celebrating on the campus during

their victory march on Friday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The number of farm �re in-
cidents in Punjab has near-
ly doubled in the past
week, with a single-day in-
crease of 194 cases, bring-
ing the cumulative total to
1,007. Of these incidents,
672 were reported from
three districts —Tarn Ta-
ran, Amritsar, and
Ferozepur.

According to o�cial da-
ta, Punjab recorded 542
farm �re incidents bet-
ween September 15 and
October 23 this year. As of
October 28, the total num-
ber of incidents was 813,
and with the recent spike
of 194 on October 29, the
total has now reached
1,007, the data showed.

Of the 1,007 farm �re in-

cidents, Tarn Taran ac-
counted for a major chunk
of these at 397 cases, fol-
lowed by Amritsar at 171
and Ferozepur at 104. So
far, �nes totalling over ₹17
lakh have been imposed in
349 cases of stubble burn-
ing, with over ₹13 lakh al-
ready recovered. Addition-
ally, 246 FIRs have been
registered related to stub-
ble burning incidents.

Farm �res on rise in
Punjab as 194 cases
reported in a day

A farmer burning stubble on the

outskirts of Amritsar. FILE PHOTO

Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARH

Four persons were killed in
a �re that broke out at a
shoe factory in Delhi’s Man-
golpuri Industrial Area on
Friday, the police said. 

The incident took place
around 9.30 p.m. at B-293/
294, Mangolpuri Industrial
Area, Phase-1, said a senior
o�cer, adding that police
and �re�ghters reached the
location immediately and
started rescue operations.

The Delhi Fire Services
said it sent around 20 water
tenders to the site to douse

the blaze.
Six persons were found

unconscious inside the fac-
tory, and all were imme-
diately shifted to Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital
in Mangolpuri for treat-
ment, the o�cer added.

Rescue operation
Of the six, four were de-
clared dead on arrival while
the remaining are under
treatment.

“Search and rescue op-
eration is still going on. Ap-
propriate legal action is be-
ing taken as per law,” the
o�cer said. 

Four dead, two hurt
in Delhi factory blaze

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Heavy polling was record-
ed in the second phase of
village panchayat elections
for Sarpanch and Ward
Panch in 22 districts of Ra-
jasthan on Friday. While 45
Sarpanches were earlier
elected unopposed, as ma-
ny as 3,626 village pan-
chayats went to polls and
1.06 crore voters exercised
their franchise.

The highest voter tur-
nout was recorded at
84.37% in Jaipur district’s
Rampura Dabri. 

High turnout 
in Rajasthan
panchayat polls 

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR
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The Tamil Nadu government on Friday enhanced
the upper age limit for direct recruitment to
various categories of government services by �ve
years on an order issued by Chief Minister C.
Joseph Vijay. An o�cial release said the relaxation
follows demands from candidates appearing for
competitive examinations. It will be in addition to
the age concessions available to candidates of the
Backward Classes, the Backward Classes-Muslims,
the Most Backward Classes and Denoti�ed
Communities, the Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled Caste-Arunthathiyar, the Scheduled
Tribes, and destitute widows, it said.

Tamil Nadu relaxes age limit
for joining State govt. services 

INBRIEF
�

U
nion Home Minister
Amit Shah on Fri-
day said a Uniform

Civil Code (UCC) will be im-
plemented in Uttar Pradesh
if the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) wins the 2027 As-
sembly election.

Urging party workers to
work towards winning the
poll, he said, “The Uniform
Civil Code has been imple-
mented in several States.
Uttar Pradesh will be next.
Make a BJP government
and we will implement the
UCC here.”

Mr. Shah, who was ad-
dressing the BJP’s State ex-
ecutive meeting, said the
BJP will get a “massive ma-
jority”. “The BJP govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh is
�rmly rooted; no one can
dislodge it. Our party is
once again going to form
the government in U.P. with
a massive majority.”

Mr. Shah challenged
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi and Samaj-

wadi Party (SP) chief Akhi-
lesh Yadav to a debate on
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR), but said they just
want to “create a ruckus”.

“I challenge both you
[Mr. Gandhi] and Akhilesh
Yadav right here and now.
The BJP is fully prepared to
discuss this [SIR] in Parlia-
ment. We have nothing to
hide. Let us convene a spe-

cial session of Parliament,
but they have no intention
of speaking there. They re-
fuse to let Parliament func-
tion. Instead, they just
create a ruckus,” he said.

Hailing Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Mr. Shah
said, “I want to praise the
Chief Minister. Under his
leadership, the government
has provided strict gover-

nance and freed Uttar Pra-
desh from the ma�a.”

Hitting out at the SP, the
Union Home Minister said,
“Today is October 30. On
this day in 1990, then U.P.
Chief Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav ordered �ring
on Ram devotees. How can
you [SP] talk about forming
a government after opening
�re on Ram devotees?”

Amit Shah promises UCC
in Uttar Pradesh if BJP 
retains power in 2027

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addressing a BJP working committee meeting in Lucknow on Friday. ANI

Union Home Minister exudes con�dence that party will get a ‘massive majority’ in the upcoming

Assembly election in the State; challenges Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav to a debate on SIR

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Hours after a single judge of
the Gujarat High Court
struck down a ban on the
sale of non-vegetarian food
in the vicinity of the famous
Somnath temple, a two-
member High Court Bench
stayed her ruling on Friday.

A Division Bench of
Chief Justice Manash Ran-
jan Pathak and Justice Nir-
zar Desai stayed the judg-
ment of Justice Nisha
Thakore following an ur-
gent appeal moved by the
Gujarat government, and
directed that the Collector’s
noti�cation banning the
sale of non-veg food will
continue for now.

The Division Bench will
hear the matter next on De-
cember 26.

Earlier in the day, Justice
Thakore allowed petitions
�led by the owners of ho-
tels and restaurants operat-
ing near the Somnath tem-
ple in Gir Somnath district
and set aside the
noti�cation.

The Collector’s order
prohibits the sale of non-ve-
getarian food along desig-
nated pilgrimage routes.

The government imme-

diately �led an appeal be-
fore the Bench headed by
Chief Justice Pathak, which
stayed the single judge’s or-
der late in the evening.

The noti�cation dated
August 10, 2026 restricting
the “preparation, storage
and sale” of non-vegetarian
food within a 500-metre ra-
dius of the Somnath temple
along with six speci�cally
identi�ed roads connecting
important religious destina-
tions in the area that form
part of the sacred Somnath
pilgrimage circuit would
continue, the Bench said.

Hotel and restaurant
owners contended in the
petition that the restric-
tions infringed their funda-
mental right to carry on
lawful business and earn
their livelihood.

HC restores non-veg
food ban in Somnath
hours after single
judge struck it down

Somnath temple in Gujarat

Press Trust of India
AHMEDABAD

The Aam Aadmi Party will
announce the �rst list of
candidates for the upcom-
ing Punjab Assembly elec-
tion on Saturday, Chief Mi-
nister Bhagwant Mann said
after a meeting to discuss
preparations with party
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal and State in-
charge Manish Sisodia.

Punjab AAP president
Aman Arora and State Fi-
nance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema also attend-
ed the meeting through vi-
deo conferencing

Mr. Mann said that a list
of candidates was sent to
the political a�airs com-
mittee (PAC) after the
meeting, and on Saturday,
after a communication
with the PAC, the list will
be announced.

The elections are due in
early 2027, with polling ex-

pected around February-
March. The Election Com-
mission is yet to announce
the polling schedule.

Meanwhile, Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) president
Sukhbir Singh Badal on Fri-
day said if the party comes
to power after the Assemb-
ly poll, his government
would provide power to
the industrial sector at ₹5
per unit, besides creating a
new department by the
name of ‘Build Punjab’ to
provide time-bound clea-
rances to builders.

Mr. Badal was speaking

at an interaction with the
trade and industry repre-
sentatives in Patiala. He
said industries have be-
come unviable in Punjab
due to high power rates of
₹10-12 per unit. “Besides
bringing down these rates,
we would allow industrial-
ists to install their own so-
lar power plants which
would bring down their
power rates to ₹1.50 per
unit,” he said.

‘New department’
The former Chief Minister
announced that like the
‘Invest Punjab’ established
by the previous Akali Dal
government to ensure time
bound clearances for new
investments, a ‘Build Pun-
jab’ department would be
also be established. “The
department will be liable
to issue all permissions to
builders within one
month,” he said.

(With inputs from PTI)

AAP’s �rst list of candidates
for Punjab election today;
Akalis roll out poll promises 
The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

CM Bhagwant Mann

Samajwadi Party (SP) presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on Fri-
day accused Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath of securing the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)’s vic-
tory in the Gorakhpur-
Faizabad division Teachers’
Constituency at the cost of
the two Legislative Council
seats in the Varanasi region.
“Let Kashi drown, but our
Gorakhpur business must
not stop,” the senior Oppo-
sition leader remarked.

Mr. Adityanath has been
a �ve-term MP from Go-
rakhpur and currently re-
presents the Gorakhpur
(Urban) constituency in the
Assembly. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is currently
in his third term as the Lok
Sabha member from
Varanasi.

As per the �nal tally, de-
clared on Thursday after-

noon, of the 11 U.P. Legisla-
tive Council seats that went
to the polls on October 23,
the BJP won six while the
SP emerged victorious in
�ve, including two seats in
Varanasi. The SP raised its
tally from the previous MLC
polls by two.

‘Money vs people’
Addressing a media brief-
ing at the party headquar-
ters after meeting the party
candidates, including the
�ve winners, the SP chief
said Mr. Adityanath was bu-

sy “prioritising and protect-
ing his home turf” over his
party’s prospects elsewh-
ere. Citing the geographical
spread of 11 constituencies,
the former CM said the BJP
had lost in 50 districts and
cities.

“Legislative Council
election results are just the
beginning. BJP’s perfor-
mance has turned out to be
a �op show despite the way
they misused power to win
the elections. It has sent a
message to the public. The
BJP bagged six seats
through deceit while the Sa-
majwadi Party won on a pu-
blic mandate. The BJP has
�nancial muscle while we
are competing against it
through the power of the
masses,” he said.

Claiming that women
had voted against ruling
party candidates in large
numbers, Mr. Yadav said
that the election results will
strengthen democracy. 

U.P. CM prioritised his home
turf over 2 Varanasi seats in
MLC elections, says Akhilesh
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav

addressing a press conference

in Lucknow on Friday. PTI

Comets, considered to be
heavenly mops, clean up
the rubbish, while meteors
are the souls of ancestors
who move across the
worlds and show the Milky
Way, which turns into a
“river of the universe” and
re�ects the landscapes on
earth. These are some of
the symbolic values at-
tached to celestial bodies
by tribal communities.

An innovative explora-
tion into the �eld of tribal
astronomy here has con-
nected it with the Indian
knowledge system while ex-
amining how tribal com-
munities understand the
sky, stars, seasons, and nat-
ural cycles. The study has
been combined with obser-
vation of indigenous agri-
cultural practices and ri-
tuals in western Rajasthan.

A team of researchers in
the School of Liberal Arts at

the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT), Jodhpur has
sought to study the know-
ledge of astronomy among
tribals not merely as cultu-
ral heritage but as a poten-
tial resource for addressing
contemporary challenges
in environmental conserva-
tion, climate change, and
rural livelihoods. 

The researchers have for
the �rst time given syste-
matic shape to tribal astro-
nomy and developed a glos-
sary of astronomical
knowledge used by tribal
communities in a bid to
connect their concepts of
celestial objects and cosmic
phenomena with contem-
porary research perspec-
tive. Development sociolo-
gist Bhaskar Kumar Kakati,
working as an assistant pro-
fessor in the School of Lib-
eral Arts, told The Hindu
that the team adopted an
interdisciplinary approach
for a structured survey of
sources and material from

the Indian knowledge sys-
tem and the tribal cosmolo-
gies and calendrical prac-
tices. “This comparative
framework helped us �nd
continuity and divergence
in the larger astronomical
traditions,” he said.

The tribal communities
covered during the explora-
tion included Bhil, Meena,
Banjara, Gond, Kolam and
Korku. The methods of
knowledge preservation in

the tribal systems were
found to have similarities
with the observation bases
of Sanskrit traditions for-
mulated through abstrac-
tion, geometry and mathe-
matical formalisation.

“Even though the tribal
astronomical information is
not expressed in formal
mathematical notation, it is
based on the cautious ob-
servation and environmen-
tal precision,” Mr. Kakati

through rituals, and plant-
ing and harvesting based
on the cycles of the skies.

The study, with the em-
phasis on celestial cartogra-
phies documenting tribal
astronomy in the context of
ancient text, has been sub-
mitted to the Union Educa-
tion Ministry’s Indian
Knowledge Systems Divi-
sion. Mr. Kakati said the re-
search, in which 28 stu-
dents were involved,

documentation of tribal as-
tronomy would help pre-
serve oral histories, ritual
practices, symbolic inter-
pretations and ecological
beliefs before their erosion
by socio-cultural changes. 

Mr. Kakati said the ex-
ploration would also facili-
tate cross-cultural compari-
son between tribal
observation systems and
the classical Sanskrit com-
putational astronomy.

‘Solutions for future’
By bringing knowledge
from the tribal communi-
ties residing in remote vil-
lages into a dialogue with
scienti�c research and
technology, the researchers
at IIT-Jodhpur have sought
to explore environmentally
sustainable and socially re-
levant solutions. “Tribals
and villagers can be partn-
ers in developing solutions
for the future, rather than
remaining just as bene�ci-
aries,” Mr. Kakati said.

incorporated celestial phe-
nomena into agriculture
and pastoral life for the �rst
time.

Based on the �ndings,
IIT-Jodhpur researchers
have worked with the resi-
dents of Nandiya Kalan vil-
lage, situated 60 km from
the city, for developing a
‘Nakshatra Vatika’ on a
tract of degraded commun-
ity land. About 1,000 trees
have been planted in the
nursery with the communi-
ty participation.

Team members Navjot
Singh Rathore and Prakash
Daiya said the initiative had
laid emphasis on conserva-
tion of medicinal plants
and biodiversity for revival
of the fragile ecosystem.
“Nakshatra Vatika categor-
ises plants such as jamun,
gular, peepal, khejri, jas-
mine and banyan with the
star constellations and zo-
diac signs,” Mr. Rathore
said. According to the re-
searchers, the �rst-ever

said. The researchers found
that the tribals had devised
profound ways of integrat-
ing their cosmic knowledge
with the local terrain and
vegetation.

Time reckoning
The knowledge comprises
elements such as time reck-
oning using the moon,
predicting seasons based
on observing the stars, res-
ponding to eclipses

New research in Rajasthan connects tribal astronomy with Indian knowledge system
Mohammed Iqbal
JODHPUR

Researchers from the School of Liberal Arts at IIT Jodhpur interacting with tribal women at Nandiya Kalan village; a wall (right) at ‘Nakashtra

Vatika’ in the village giving details of plants with star constellations and zodiac signs. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Bombay High Court
has held the arrest of acti-
vist Arun Ferreira in Sep-
tember 2011 on charges of
being a member of a Naxal
group as illegal and or-
dered the Maharashtra go-
vernment to pay him ₹2
lakh as compensation.

Mr. Ferreira is also an
accused in the 2018 Bhima
Koregaon case. He is pre-
sently out on bail in the
case.

In its October 27 judg-
ment, the Nagpur Bench of
Justices Urmila Joshi-
Phalke and Raj Wakode
came down heavily on the
police for branding Mr.
Ferreira as absconding in
the case even though he
was in jail since 2007.

The court said his arrest
in 2011, just as he walked
out of the Nagpur prison
after being acquitted in all
pending cases against him

at the time, violated consti-
tutional safeguards.

The High Court, in its or-
der, said the police violat-
ed Mr. Ferreira’s funda-
mental rights under
Articles 21 (right to liberty)
and 22 (protection against
arrest and detention) of
the Constitution.

When the police, whose
primary responsibility is to
protect the law, violate it,
then punishment for such
violation has to be propor-
tionately stringent so as to
have deterrent e�ect and
instil con�dence in society,
the court said.

HC asks Maharashtra 
govt. to pay ₹2 lakh to 
activist for illegal arrest

Arun Ferreira

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)]
has no links with the online attacks on actor
Mammootty, said party State secretary M.V.
Govindan. He added that “the party is for a
healthy dialogue with everyone.” Addressing a
press conference on Friday, he was responding to
the attack on the actor from allegedly
Left-leaning cyber handles after DYFI, SFI leaders
met the actor recently. He described Mr.
Mammootty as an internationally renowned
Malayalam actor whose recognition as an artiste
is of great signi�cance. 

No links with online attacks
on Mammootty: CPI(M) leader
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States

The Madras High Court on
Friday ordered notice to
the Centre on a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) peti-
tion, which sought a direc-
tion to the Union Ministry
of Home A�airs to probe
the nationality of Saurav
Das, co-convener of the
Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP).

The First Division Bench
of Chief Justice Sushrut Ar-
vind Dharmadhikari and
Justice G. Arul Murugan al-
so ordered notice to Mr.
Das on the PIL petition
�led by R. Ganesh Kumar,
a businessman from
Chennai.

In an a�davit �led
through his counsel B. Ja-
gannath, the PIL petitioner
alleged that “the actual
name of Mr. Das was Yo-
gesh Sharma” and that he
has “roots in Nepal”. The
litigant accused the CJP
leader of having concealed
those details to “fraudu-
lently” obtain an Aadhaar
card, passport, and voter
ID in India. He claimed that
the material facts had been
deliberately suppressed.

Plea seeks
probe into
CJP leader’s
nationality

CJP co-convener Saurav Das

Mohamed Imranullah S.
CHENNAI

The Karnataka Police on
Friday conducted searches
at the Parappana Agrahara
Central Prison in Bengalu-
ru following several
complaints.

The search, led by M.
Narayana, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police, Elec-
tronics City Division, conti-
nued for several hours
with nearly 150 police per-
sonnel deployed to search
all barracks in the prison. 

The Electronics City Pol-
ice said no banned items
were found in the barracks
of the undertrial prisoners
or convicts. The search
comes in the wake of multi-
ple First Information Re-
ports (FIR) registered by
the prison o�cials over the
last two months after sev-
eral banned items were
found inside the prison. 

Police conduct
searches at
Bengaluru
central prison 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A
remand report �led
by the Kerala Police
Crime Branch has

alleged deliberate manipu-
lation in the Kerala Public
Service Commission
(KPSC) examination con-
ducted for the State Plan-
ning Board. 

Such allegations have
been detailed in the re-
mand report of P. Sath-
eesh, a former Deputy Se-
cretary of the KPSC, who
was arrested in connection
with the case.

According to the report,
the irregularities were pur-
portedly carried out with
the knowledge of o�cials,
including Mr. Satheesh and
another o�cer, R. Hari, an
Additional Secretary, who

is absconding. 
The police allege that 10

questions were intention-
ally excluded from the
evaluation and that the on-
line evaluation camp was
closed without restoring
those questions. The inves-
tigators suspect that the
questions were deliberate-
ly withheld because their

evaluation could have
changed the ranking of
candidates and prevented
certain favoured persons
from securing appoint-
ments. 

Meanwhile, the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
has issued notice to KPSC
Secretary Saju George to
appear for questioning on

Saturday. The Controller of
Examinations will also be
summoned to seek clari�-
cation on the alleged invol-
vement of KPSC Chairper-
son M.R. Baiju and the
accused o�cials in the
case.  

Notices will be issued to
10 KPSC members direct-
ing them to appear for
questioning. The investiga-
tion team has sought to
clarify alleged inconsisten-
cies in the statements gi-
ven by Mr. Baiju during
questioning a few days ago.

He reportedly main-
tained that the commis-
sion had not committed
any errors in the Planning
Board examination and
that the irregularities re-
sulted from technical er-
rors committed by
o�cials.

Deliberate manipulation in
Kerala PSC exam, say police

The SIT has issued notice to KPSC secretary to appear for

questioning, plans to question 10 more members. FILE PHOTO

The State Crime Branch alleged that the irregularities in the KPSC exam were carried out with the

knowledge of o�cials, including a former KPSC Deputy Secretary and an Additional Secretary

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day found it unnecessary
to formally extend the dea-
dline for the re-veri�cation
of the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls in Keralam, saying the
exercise of correcting elec-
toral records and inclusion
of voters is a “continuing
process”.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant and Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V. Mohana, ho-

wever, permitted petition-
ers to submit details of in-
dividuals who were unable
to �le enumeration forms
within the prescribed dea-
dline. 

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has
agreed to examine such re-
presentations and submit a
report to the court.

During the hearing, ad-
vocate G. Prakash, appear-
ing for CPI(M) State secre-
tary M.V. Govindan,
submitted that several peo-
ple had been unable to
complete the enumeration

process due to shortage of
time. The counsel urged
the Bench to direct the ECI
to extend the deadline.

“The SIR may be ex-
tended. The veri�cation
time may be extended, it is
scheduled to end today.
There were over 24 lakh
names excluded in the SIR

process,” Mr. Prakash sub-
mitted. 

Responding to the sub-
mission, the CJI said the
petitioners could identify
individuals who had been
left out and bring their cas-
es to the ECI’s notice.

“There is no need to ex-
tend time because it is a
continuous process… Find
out wherever you feel
there are persons who
should still be given a
chance or opportunity.
Bring it to their [ECI] not-
ice by way of representa-
tion. We will tell them to

examine it, and we will
keep it pending,” the CJI
said.

Representing the ECI,
senior advocate D.S. Naidu
initially termed the peti-
tions infructuous as elec-
tions in Keralam were over.
But the Bench allowed the
petitioners an opportunity
to furnish details of per-
sons who could not return
their enumeration forms in
time. 

The ECI was directed to
consider their representa-
tions and place a report be-
fore the court. 

SC declines plea to extend Keralam SIR deadline
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The ECI was directed
to examine requests
regarding left-out
voters and submit a
report to the court

Three persons, a 24-year-
old man among them,
were arrested by the Telan-
gana Police for procuring
mule bank accounts and
selling them to cyberfraud-
sters for ₹20,000 to
₹25,000 each. The police
allegedly identi�ed 83 such
accounts opened through
their network across
Hyderabad.

The accused were resi-
dents of Hussaini Alam
area in Hyderabad. Two al-
leged associates in Rajas-
than, are yet to be appre-
hended. The gang
procured bank accounts
with the help of local per-
sons and handed over the
account kits to Vijay and

Babu Lal through courier. 
Investigators found that

11 of the 83 accounts were
used for 14 cyberfraud
transactions across the
country. The 83 accounts
received about ₹10.05
crore through such tran-
sactions, the police said.

Three arrested for
selling 83 accounts 
to cyberfraudsters

Police said the 83 accounts saw

transactions worth ₹10 crore. 

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Friday said the
government was working
to restore essential servic-
es and provide assistance
to people who su�ered
losses due to Cyclone Ar-
nab. He said a preliminary
report has been submitted
to the Centre stating that
the cyclone has in�icted
damage worth ₹4,600
crore to the State.

Mr. Naidu announced
₹5 lakh ex gratia to the fa-
milies of those who died
during the cyclone and
₹25,000 input subsidy per
hectare for damaged
crops. This is apart from
the crop insurance entitle-
ment. He announced

₹18,000 per hectare of
aquaculture ponds,
₹10,000 per damaged
house and ₹25,000 for
handloom equipment.

The Coconut Board will
be roped in to revive dam-
aged coconut trees, he
said. In West Godavari dis-
trict alone, 12,500 trees,
mostly coconut trees, col-
lapsed. “Compensation
ranging from ₹9,000 to
₹25,000 will be given for
damaged boats based on
the loss of nets,” Mr. Naidu
said. 

Speaking to reporters
after inspecting areas hit
by Cyclone Arnab in West
Godavari district, he said
that power restoration
work for domestic connec-
tions will be completed by
Sunday. 
(With inputs from PTI)

Naidu announces relief
for families hit by cyclone
T. Appala Naidu
MOGALTHURU

The Kerala High Court has
struck down a provision of
the Kerala Abkari rules
which prohibited employ-
ing women in toddy shops. 

The court recently held
that the provision violated
the constitutional rights to
life and equality, to carry
on any trade, and the right
against discrimination.

Justice P. Gopinath reit-
erated a Supreme Court
observation that although
the State was obligated to
ensure that women were
protected from harass-
ment and must have a safe
environment at work, this
responsibility could not be
achieved by prohibiting

women from working in
whatever industry they
chose.

Sophy, a Thrissur na-
tive, had approached the
High Court aggrieved by
the denial of employment
solely on account of a pro-
vision in the Kerala Abkari
Shops Disposal Rules,
2002, prohibiting employ-
ment of women in any ca-
pacity in a toddy shop. 

State’s contention
She argued that initially,
the Rules prohibited the
employment in foreign li-
quor shops as well, and
that the High Court had
struck down the portion
relating to such shops. A si-
milar rule in the Foreign Li-
quor Rules, 1953 had also

been struck down by the
High Court, she stated.

The State contended
that the rule was intended
to protect women from be-
ing exploited in workplac-
es. It pointed out that tod-
dy shops were often
situated in very remote
places and that the rule in-
tended to ensure their safe-
ty and well-being. The
State cited a Supreme
Court order stating that
men and women could not
be treated as equals in all
occupations, since the re-
quirement of a particular
employment, the sensitivi-
ties of either sex, the pecu-
liarities of di�erent social
sectors and the handicaps
of either sex may warrant
di�erential treatment.

Women cannot be barred from
toddy shop jobs, says Kerala HC
The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Earthen glow

Gearing up: A potter making earthen lamps at Pottery Town in Bengaluru, Karnataka, ahead of Deepavali. J. ALLEN EGENUSE 

A 36-year-old was arrested for altering Aadhaar and PAN cards by changing photographs,
dates of birth, names, addresses and other details in Pahadishareef, Hyderabad. The
accused, Ch. Mahadev, ran a photocopy centre. He installed online software to make
unauthorised changes to identity documents and carried out the activity.

Hyderabad man held for altering Aadhaar, PAN cards

The Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court on Fri-
day sought the status of the
case of Aasim Sajjad aka
Fardin Sajjad, who was de-
ported to Pakistan after the
Pahalgam attack, and later
the court directed his “re-
trieval” to join the parents.

Justice Rahul Bharati di-
rected Senior Additional
Advocate General (AAG)
Monika Kohli “to apprise
this court about the latest
inputs available”.

Next hearing on Nov. 2
Referring to the judgment
passed on March 25 this
year, the court said, “It
[judgment] was meant to
procure Mr. Sajjad, who
has been shifted to Pakis-
tan but has been directed
to be retrieved to join the
parental company.”

The court directed the
AAG to “apprise the court”
on the next date of hearing
on November 2.

Earlier this year, the
court had instructed the
Ministry of Home A�airs
(MHA) to retrieve the Pa-
kistan-born son of an In-
dian, who was deported af-
ter the Pahalgam attack
from J&K to Pakistan.

According to the father,
Sajjad Ahmed, 43, his 18-
year-old son was issued a
‘Leave India Notice’ in
April 2025, even as he was
“pursuing his application
for extension of long-term
visa”. The court had direct-
ed the MHA to consider
and grant citizenship
against the application

�led by him under Section
5 (1) (d) of Citizenship Act,
1955.

“Being an Indian citi-
zen, this court is of the
considered opinion that
having regard to the sacro-
sanct human values and
rights, the court must step
in to pass certain direc-
tions,” the court held then.

Mr. Ahmed, a resident
of Rajouri’s Budhal, had
gone to Pakistan on a valid
passport in 2005 to meet
his relatives. During his
stay, Ahmed married Shab-
num Kouser, a resident of
Pakistan’s Gujranwala,
who delivered a baby in
2006 there. The Indian
father returned to India in
2007 and would apply for
extension of visa on yearly
basis on marriage grounds.
In 2013, the wife of Ahmed
died “due to a fatal illness”.
The minor son was granted
the extension of visa till
2015.

According to the family’s
plea, the father moved sev-
eral applications through
proper channels before the
competent authority for
seeking declaration of his
son as a citizen of India,
“but neither the son had
been declared as citizen of
India nor visa extended in
his favour”. The father al-
leged his son was “taken
forcibly in a police van and
deported to Pakistan via
Wagah border”. 

Scores of Pakistan-born
citizens, married to citi-
zens of J&K, were deported
from the Union Territory
after the Pahalgam attack,
which left 26 civilians
dead.

HC seeks report on
Pakistan-born son 
of Indian deported
after Pahalgam attack
Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR
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C
hief Justice of India Surya Kant’s exasper-
ation, during the Supreme Court’s hear-
ing on October 29 on the “digital arrest”

scams, that people still fall for such scams despite
abundant warnings and orders from the Court is
understandable. About ₹800 crore has been lost
to these scams this year even after recoveries, a
hefty sum from the savings of individual victims.
But this is not merely about gullibility. Scammers
posing as CBI or police o�cers succeed because
their victims, older citizens in particular, defer to
or fear law enforcement. When Indian police are
widely seen as high-handed towards ordinary ci-
tizens and as serving only the powerful, the
threat of an “arrest” over a video call cannot be
that implausible for many. That said, the Court’s
pressing of the Reserve Bank of India to �nalise
its KYC Amendment Directions, 2026, which re-
quire banks to �ag suspected mule accounts and
put temporary debit holds on them, is welcome.
CBI investigations have shown that mule ac-
counts are central to scammers laundering their
proceeds after duping victims and that bank sta�
have, in some cases, helped open them. With the
availability of complete transaction histories and
AI tools, banks can now spot anomalous transac-
tions faster. The Attorney-General’s assurance
that the directions will be in force by December
31 is also welcome. The Court’s insistence that
banks compensate victims addresses an issue
with the RBI’s zero-liability provisions. Its 2017
circular covers only unauthorised transactions,
leaving victims who were coerced into making
transfers without any recourse. 

Yet, full compensation for the victims whenev-
er banks are found wanting in due diligence must
be implemented with care as this might force
banks to �ag far more than the actual mule ac-
counts. Already the RBI directions cast a wide
net. Any transaction of ₹1,000 or more that is
‘unusual’ for an account holder’s declared pro-
�le, or linked to a reported account, can be held
for up to 60 days, and longer if directed by the
police. In cases where small traders and Jan Dhan
account holders have unknowingly received
transfers from mule accounts, freezing their ac-
counts for two months or more is a dispropor-
tionate penalty. Also, the Court’s suggestion that
unusual transactions must be automatically re-
ported to the police and physically veri�ed raises
privacy concerns. These measures must ensure
that genuine account holders are not penalised
for bank failures. Many of these scams are run
from compounds using tra�cked Indians in con-
�ict-ridden parts of Myanmar and in Cambodia
and Laos where they have thrived due to some
degree of o�cial patronage. India must use its
clout to pressure these regimes. 

Beyond gullibility
Bank measures can only limit damage

from ‘digital arrest’ scams

O
ne year after the implementation of the
Code on Social Security, the Union La-
bour Ministry has constituted the Nation-

al Social Security Boards for Unorganised Work-
ers and Gig and Platform Workers. The
constitution of the boards, though delayed, is a
welcome step. However, the highly centralised
nature of this mechanism may hinder its optimal
outcomes. By design, the Union Government
controls both the Boards: they will be chaired by
Union Minister for Labour Mansukh Mandaviya.
The Board for Unorganised Sector Workers will
have 40 members, nominated by the Union Go-
vernment. They include seven members repre-
senting unorganised sector workers and seven
members representing employers of the unor-
ganised sector. Similarly, the Board for the wel-
fare of gig and platform workers will have 22
members with �ve representatives each from the
aggregators and the workers. But they have no
signi�cant representation of Central Trade Un-
ions from the Opposition side or from the State
Governments ruled by the Opposition. Labour is
in the Concurrent List of the Constitution and
both the States and the Union must work togeth-
er to improve the living standards of workers.

The International Labour Organization de-
�nes social security as the ‘protection that a so-
ciety provides to individuals and households to
ensure access to health care and to guarantee in-
come security, particularly in cases of old age,
unemployment, sickness, invalidity, work injury,
maternity or loss of a breadwinner’. The Union
Government claims that the country’s social se-
curity coverage has increased from 19% in 2015 to
64.3% in 2025, which is around 94 crore citizens.
However, it is apparent that the unorganised and
gig and platform workers, who make up more
than 92% of the country’s total workforce, are far
from enjoying any social security under this de�-
nition. Almost two decades ago, the National
Commission for Enterprises in the Unorganised
Sector, headed by economist Arjun Sengupta, re-
commended a slew of measures to improve the
social security of workers in the informal sector.
The issues raised by the panel still remain unad-
dressed. A report prepared by Justice V. Gopala
Gowda for the Keralam Government in March
this year �agged certain anti-federal and anti-
worker characteristics in the Social Security
Code and suggested amendments. The Union Go-
vernment should take the trade unions and the
State Governments on board while creating new
systems and mechanisms to address the social se-
curity concerns of the vast majority of workers. 

Suboptimal outcomes
Social security concerns of unorganised

sector workers remain

T
he state of relations between China
and India today can best be described
as managed coexistence. The moot
question is whether they can, or

cannot, exist peacefully in the coming decades.
This issue arises because every ‘patrolling
deviation’ is regarded as a ‘face-o�’, endangering
peace and tranquillity and in the process,
Sino-Indian relations. Consequently, though not
at war, even managed coexistence is proving
problematic. No obvious reasons exist for the two
ancient civilisations to be in con�ict,
notwithstanding certain border disagreements. 

The 1962 Sino-Indian con�ict, it might be
argued, was an outcome of Mao’s ‘hubris’ in the
wake of his disastrous ‘Great Leap Forward’,
though historians also adduce several other
reasons for it. Ever since the con�ict, the border
in the Ladakh region has remained a serious bone
of contention between the two countries. For
India, Mao’s per�dy after years of ‘Hindi–Chini

Bhai Bhai’ meant that China could not be trusted,
and the loss of territory in both Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh became a permanent sore.
However, it still does not wholly explain why
feelings remain so embittered to this day. 

Commentators today are prone to highlight the
impact of the 2020 Galwan Valley clash between
Chinese and Indian patrols (which resulted in the
loss of 20 Indian soldiers) for the continuing
tensions between the two countries. But the
distance that exists between the two civilisations
cannot be quite explained by this singular event.
The time has, perhaps, come to demystify the
reasons for this so that India and China can take
their appointed place in the comity of nations. 

An ancient divide?
Ladakh’s improperly delineated terrain is often
brought up as one major reason that is preventing
a solution between the two nations. Similar
reasons are attributed by so-called experts to
explain tensions in the Arunachal Pradesh sector,
where the true villain, perhaps, is as much the
McMahon Line, as are the Chinese, for leaving
behind an improperly demarcated border. 

Recent history is replete with the many steps
taken by the two countries during periods of
thaw. However, nothing quite approximates to
the one initiated by Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
who, in 1988, took the initiative to visit China and
meet up with leaders such as Deng Xiaoping,
achieving a new watershed in relations between
India and China. This has, unfortunately, been
subsequently frittered away by leaders on both

sides, but remains a beacon of light to this day, on
how to o�set tensions and improve state-to-state
relations. The spin-o� from the discussions
enabled the border question to be discussed
separately, often sidestepping bureaucratic
hurdles and so-called military con�dence
building measures. 

Ever since there have been many ‘way stations’
in the con�ict between the two countries. Many
of the current initiatives are, however, beginning
to look like a ‘zero sum game’. No doubt,
extraneous aspects such as the U.S.-sponsored
QUAD (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) initiative
have also contributed to the perseverance of the
stalemate. Moreover, Chinese strategists, who
often tend to be obtuse in their thinking, believe
that India’s involvement in U.S. plans are a ploy to
contain China. As a result, they see no reason to
take steps to improve relations with India. 

The moot question, though, is whether India
has reasons to fear China. Notwithstanding the
much touted remarks of Canadian Prime
Minister, Mark Carney, “that the old rules-based
order is dead and that new coalitions of the
willing need to be constituted to protect the
interests of many countries”, it would be
egregious to think that this applies to India-China
relations. While India and China need to sort out
many issues, it would be a mistake for India to
look upon China as a threat to its very existence,
even though China might well visualise India, in
course of time, as a challenge to its pre-eminence
in certain �elds. Instead of pursuing a negative
trajectory, it would seem the phrase recently
popularised following discussions between
Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President
Donald Trump that ‘building a constructive
relationship of strategic stability’ applies as much
to Sino-Indian relations as to Sino-U.S. relations.
Nevertheless, India would do well to contend
with the reality — as the Economist mentioned —
that “even as China produces more research
about India, it seems to understand it less”. 

Another aspect is, how well does India — or for
that matter the rest of the world — understand the
true extent of China’s military strength, and its
ability to win wars of the present and those of the
future. India is by no means an ally of China, but
it is far-fetched to believe that India is its real
opponent, one with whom a con�ict is inevitable
or imminent. Any con�ict with India would set
China back several years, and derail its 2049
target of becoming numero uno in the world.
India, for its part, also has no inclination to
embark on a con�ict with China. This, therefore,

should clearly rule out direct con�ict as a means
to settle disputes between them. Messages would,
however, have to go out to the military and
border guards of both countries to ensure that
instances such as the one that took place in the
Galwan Valley in 2020 do not recur. In any event,
neither country enjoys an edge in the disputed
areas in the high Himalayas, and avoidance of
inadvertent action is, hence, essential.

Understanding China is essential
It is also essential to dispel the myth of China’s
military edge which is often �agged by political
entities and military experts. The People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) and the People’s
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN), more so the latter,
have made major advances to �ght future wars,
but are not yet world-class. The very fact that
China has refrained from embarking on a war to
reclaim Taiwan also indicates the degree of
realism that pervades the Chinese military.
China’s accretion of long range missiles and
submarines, and related surveillance systems, as
also its impressive amphibious ability
notwithstanding, India is more than a match for
China’s capabilities in the high Himalayas. It is a
myth perpetuated by interest groups that the
threat posed by China to India is a grave one. 

One does need to read China right, and avoid
anything that might bring forth a response that
India had not intended. It is important, hence, to
better understand China’s intentions. It would
also be a gross mistake to regard China as ready
to test India’s strength to degrade its position in
the world. China knows when to bend, as was
seen when under President Hu Jintao in 2005,
China signed an Agreement with India to foster a
long-term constructive and cooperative
partnership. Article I of this Agreement stated
that neither side shall use or threaten to use force
against the other, and Article VII observed that in
reaching a boundary settlement, the two sides
shall “safeguard the due interests of their settled
populations in the border areas”. 

It needs to be kept in mind that China’s
national identity is not as cohesive as one is led to
think. Understanding the frailties of the ‘Qing
Dynasty’ and the elasticity of the Dynasty’s
boundaries are a key primer for all nations that
have to deal with China; all the more so for India.
Misreading China would cost India dearly, for
there is nothing in the history of the two that
suggests that they have to be permanently at war.
India can, today, coexist peacefully with China,
and China with India. 

Can India and China coexist peacefully? 

M.K. Narayanan

Former Director,
Intelligence Bureau, a
former National
Security Adviser, and
a former Governor of
West Bengal
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T
he core of the U.S. Military Industrial
Complex (MIC) is shifting from traditional
hardware manufacturers to algorithm and

AI companies which will lead to an obvious
fallout across the global defence industrial base.
Three interlocking attributes to this shift are the
inversion of war economics, the restructuring of
procurement and capital logic, and the
“software-de�ned” transformation of the military
technology stack. This shift was formally
sancti�ed on September 29, 2026, when U.S.
President Donald Trump convened the CEOs of
the world’s most powerful AI companies to sign
the White House Accord on Super Intelligence — a
voluntary framework that symbolically integrated
AI �rms into the national security architecture. 

The military implications of this Accord are
unmissable. Moreover, substantive developments
had already occurred months earlier in the
military domain. In May 2026, the U.S.
Department of War announced agreements with
eight AI companies — SpaceX, OpenAI, Google,
Nvidia, Re�ection, Microsoft, Amazon Web
Services, and Oracle — to deploy their capabilities
on classi�ed networks at impact levels 6 and 7;
the highest classi�cation tiers for sensitive
military operations.

Drivers of the shift 
The traditional MIC has operated on a ‘few but
exquisite’ logic’, which is that multi-billion dollar
platforms will ensure deterrence from other
parties as they would be technologically
overpowered. This logic has, however, been
exposed as economically unsustainable and
fragile. In recent con�icts, the U.S. and allied
defences were compelled to expend expensive
interceptors against cheap drones. 

The Pentagon’s response has been a dramatic
funding shift. The Defence Autonomous Warfare
Group (DAWG), which absorbed the stalled

Biden-era Replicator Initiative (rapidly �elding
thousands of low-cost, uncrewed autonomous
systems across multiple domains) saw its budget
projections jump from $225.9 million in FY26 to
$54.6 billion in the upcoming FY27. 

If war economics created demand, capital
markets provided the supply-side solution. The
traditional MIC relied on “cost-plus” contracts,
incentivising risk aversion and prolonged
timelines. The new players or the neo-primes,
which are software companies such as Palantir,
SpaceX, Anduril etc., employ �xed-price
contracts, absorbing upfront costs and trading
on-time delivery for higher margins. The
combined enterprise value of the neo-primes
exceeds the value of the ‘Big Three’ companies
(Lockheed Martin, RTX, and Northrop Grumman)
by three times, despite revenues nearly eight
times smaller. 

The explanation lies in procurement reform. In
March 2026, the Army awarded Anduril a 10-year,
$20 billion enterprise contract that consolidated
more than 120 separate procurement actions into
one acquisition component. The U.S. Army has
signed 14 such enterprise contracts in eight
months, replacing 118 individual contracts — an
88% reduction in contract volume. Programs that
took seven years to award now move in months.
Palantir’s Maven Smart System was formally
designated an ‘o�cial program’ with locked in
long-term funding, which was the �rst time a
Silicon Valley company has been directly
embedded into the defence budgetary skeleton.

The May 2026 agreements by Pentagon with AI
companies laid out the functional layers of the
algorithmic military stack. The algorithm and the
layered-model constitute the brain which include
OpenAI (multilingual intelligence analysis),
Google (satellite imagery target recognition), and
Re�ection AI (autonomous combat agents). The
compute layer is provided by Nvidia’s

military-grade GPU clusters. The cloud services
layer is built by Microsoft, Amazon, and Oracle.
The communications layer is by SpaceX’s Starlink
and Starshield while Palantir and Anduril serve as
strategic hubs and frontline execution terminals
(edge AI, drone swarms, counter-drone systems).
The core thesis of “software-de�ned warfare” is
that codes and not platforms have become the
decisive di�erentiator. A warship’s systems can
become smarter overnight through a single
download, and drones can switch from
reconnaissance to electronic attack by loading a
di�erent software.

Traditional contractors however, have not
disappeared. Lockheed, RTX, and Northrop still
receive the vast majority of defence budget
dollars and spend far more on lobbying.
However, the symbolic indicators have reversed:
capital market valuations now re�ect investors’
judgment about the future shape of the MIC. 

Concern about vulnerabilities
In breaking with traditional contractors, the
Pentagon may create new dependencies —
Palantir’s battle�eld systems and SpaceX’s launch
capabilities could become the new single points
of failure. More fundamentally, the speed of
commercial AI iteration creates a veri�cation gap.
As AI companies deploy at commercial velocity,
the Pentagon’s test and evaluation system,
designed around static hardware, may not be
enough. Certain programmes are still di�cult to
be validated. The vulnerability can be serious in
the eventuality of unvalidated software-de�ned
weapons failing due to a cyberattack.

The core of the MIC has shifted from the
factory to the server due to the arithmetic of
cost-imposition, the venture-velocity logic of
capital, and the architectural revolution of
software-de�ned warfare. Victory in future wars
may now depend on algorithms, data, and code.

How AI is transforming U.S. military industrial complex 

Shashank Ranjan
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Jindal Global
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Banks not liable
This is with reference to the
article titled ‘SC seeks
compensation for digital
arrest scam victims’
(October 30). Time and
again, the RBI and the State
and Central governments
have been continuously
debunking ‘digital arrests’
which is non-existent in the
legal system. The scammers
who carry out these heists
generally concentrate on
trapping senior citizens who
can be expected to panic on
receiving calls from those
masquerading as police
inspectors or even the CBI.
Banks or other institutions

October 30). This should
assuage the grievance of
the Opposition against the
ECI and its CEC Gyanesh
Kumar in particular. 
Ravi Mathur
Noida

around the world is already
under deep economic and
structural pressures. 
S.S.Paul
West Bengal

Gross oversight
By clearly pointing out fault
lines in the process of
conducting the SIR of
electoral rolls, the Supreme
Court has taken the bull by
its horns and lambasted the
Election Commission for its
gross lack of oversight and
concern for the plight of the
voters deprived of their
voting rights for no fault of
theirs (referring to Editorial
titled ‘Deemed ineligible’ on

state that has no qualms
about surveilling is ironic.
Far too often, powerful
interests have dragged
media houses or individual
journalists to court in
frivolous cases that fall
apart eventually, but drain
the time and the resources
of the defendants. It is not
di�icult to see how
politicians and big business
houses could similarly
abuse the DPDP (Digital
Personal Data Protection)
Act to target or threaten
journalists and their
organisations over
investigative reporting.
Journalism in India and

right direction. This cyber
fraud is among the biggest
financial frauds a�ecting
the Indian economy
involving thousands of
crores of rupees. The
Supreme Court needs to be
lauded for taking suo motu

cognisance of the matter
and seeking compensation
for the victims.
Thomas Palocaren
Vellore

Privacy no excuse
I refer to the Editorial titled
“Open to probe” published
on October 30. The
weaponisation of privacy to
thwart transparency by a

can hardly be saddled with
the responsibility of
compensating those who
have been cheated as
online payments are
directly paid by the victims
and the banks have no role
in e�ecting these payments
C.V. Aravind
Bengaluru 

Right step
The proposal by the
Supreme Court to make
banks liable to compensate
victims of digital arrest, as
financial institutions failed
to exercise due diligence to
prevent fraudulent
transactions, is a step in the
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O
n the afternoon of October 26, Pra-
santh alias Linga Prasanth, a 25-year-
old di�erently abled remand prisoner
in the Theni district jail of Tamil Na-

du, was frustrated. Though he had obtained bail,
he had not been able to get a surety bond.

To comfort him, his friends began plotting an
escape. Investigators said Silambarasan, another
remand prisoner, suggested feigning an epileptic
seizure as part of the plan. After hours of discus-
sion, all the 17 inmates of Prasanth’s cell agreed to
stage the drama. At around 10.30 p.m., a few of
them raised the alarm, claiming that one of them
was having an epileptic seizure.

This immediately alerted the jail personnel.
When the jail warden, Madan Mohan, stepped in-
to the crowded cell, the 17 inmates overpowered
and assaulted him. Severely injured, Mohan
could do little to stop them from escaping.

The 17 inmates were all remand prisoners —
that is, held in custody by a court order while
waiting for their trial, court appearance, or sen-
tencing. Most of them were accused of o�ences
such as theft, possession of ganja, and property-
related crimes. Most of them were between the
ages of 20 and 25. They hailed from di�erent dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu, including Theni, Madurai,
Salem, Kanniyakumari, and Dindigul.

Fleeing the cell, they reached the main gate of
the district jail. A constable, Thangapandi, saw
them running out. Investigators said that he had
sensed that he would be in trouble if he fought
them, as the prisoners had picked up some ob-
jects from the kitchen to attack anyone along the
way. Thangapandi simply handed over the keys
of the main gate to them. Unlocking the gates, the
group �ed under the cover of darkness, perhaps
unaware that they were part of Tamil Nadu’s lar-
gest jailbreak in decades.

The hunt

The moment Theni Superintendent of Police Pra-
deep Gowtham was informed about the jail
break, he alerted his senior o�cers, he said. The
o�cers formed teams. Inspectors, Sub-Inspec-
tors, and Special Sub-Inspectors were assigned
various tasks, including alerting village heads in
the surrounding areas.

Inspector General of Police (South Zone) Vi-
jayendra Bidari said the police launched syste-
matic combing operations, given the heavily for-
ested and mountainous terrain surrounding the
jail. They did not know which direction the esca-
pees had gone, so they decided to seal the border
districts between Thekkampatti, where the jail is
located in Theni district, and Varusanadu, a hil-
lock adjacent to the jail.

“We alerted the Keralam police, and their
check posts too came under intensi�ed surveil-
lance,” Bidari said. For additional boots on
ground, they also roped in a team from neigh-
bouring Dindigul district, which was led by its SP
S. Jeyakumar, Bidari adds.

The police shared the photos and details of all
the escaped prisoners with one another over
WhatsApp and also made them public. They co-
vered all the railway tracks and stations and also
placed airports on alert. They began conducting
checks in Madurai airport — the closest and the
largest major airport located near Theni — from
the early hours of October 27.

A few young SIs and policemen, chosen for
their communication skills and familiarity with
the terrain, were deployed in the forest. As part
of the combing operation, the police also placed
the houses of some escapees who had friends in
Theni district under surveillance.

On October 27, convinced that the escapees
were hiding in the forest, the police decided to
deploy three high-de�nition drones to track
them down. Five Special Task Force teams,
trained in jungle combing operations, were
pressed into service. Four teams from the Tamil
Nadu Special Police were positioned at vantage
locations. “The drone footage helped us scan
large swathes of the forest and pinpoint the esca-
pees’ locations,” said Bidari.

Their e�orts and strategy soon paid o�. The
breakthrough came when eight of the escapees
were spotted and apprehended before sunset.
When 13 of the 17 escapees were apprehended by
the end of the day, their confessions revealed
that all but three of them had taken refuge in the
forest and were planning to emerge during the
day, investigators say. The remaining four were
apprehended the next day at two di�erent loca-
tions. “The entire operation lasted 42 hours,” Bi-
dari said.

Beyond security

The district jail, situated on the foothills of a vast
mountainous terrain along the Thekkampatti vil-
lage in Andipatti block of Theni district, was in-
augurated in 2019. It can house about 200 in-
mates. However, on the night of October 26, it

had 334 inmates, according to the jail sta�. The
sta� added that of the sanctioned strength of 33,
there were only six of them on duty at the time of
the incident.

Mohan, who was attacked by the prisoners
and is undergoing treatment at the Theni Govern-
ment Medical College and Hospital, said he
rushed into the cell when he heard a cry for help
at around 9.45 p.m. “My �rst thought was: no one
should die in custody. But the situation turned
out to be di�erent,” he said.

He recalled how the inmates covered his face
with a bedsheet. “They locked me inside and es-
caped. They had assaulted me, so I had blood all
over my clothes. Still, I blew the whistle to alert
the guard at the main gate.” The alarm was out of
order and the lighting in the premises poor,
which enabled the prisoners to �ee easily, investi-
gators said.

According to investigators, one of the escapees
said that as the 17 inmates were �eeing, they spot-
ted a police vehicle approaching the jail. Think-
ing that the police had come to catch them, they
panicked. However, the vehicle was only bringing
another accused to be lodged in the district jail.

The police in the vehicle also said they were
stumped seeing inmates coming out of jail. Be-
fore they or the escapees could fully grasp what
was happening, the prisoners had run away.

Silambarasan, who has a physical disability, al-
legedly told the police he could not get far from
the prison. While �eeing, he stepped on thorny
bushes and was unable to run any further. He re-
mained there for several hours before being
caught by the search team.

Bidari said the police were surprised when the
drone pinpointed the location of eight escapees
hiding deep inside the forest using GPS coordi-
nates. The escapees, who police said were well
hidden and beyond the police’s reach, were
shocked to see police personnel waiting outside
their hideout, he said. “Technology made this
possible,” Bidari added.

During interrogation, many of the escapees
told the police that they had not eaten anything
for the last 35 hours or so. A senior o�cer in Uth-
amapalayam sub-division in Theni district said
that except two escapees — Thirupathi and Mee-
nakshi Sundaram, who were brothers — the rest
did not even drink water.

Thirupathi and Sundaram had somehow man-
aged to access a mobile phone and inform their
family members about their escape. The police
also alleged that a video, purportedly recorded
by Thirupathi and Sundaram’s mother, had gone
viral on social media. In it, they said she had al-
leged that the police were planning to stage an
encounter and kill her two sons. She appealed to
the Tamil Nadu government to save them, adding
that her daughter-in-law was due to deliver a ba-
by the following month and that the family was in
deep distress.

Need for prison reform

Speaking of the shortage of manpower in the
Theni jail, a senior o�cer at the Tamil Nadu Pri-
sons Department in Chennai said, “This is a pro-
blem not only in district jails, but also in Central
prisons.” He admitted that prisons were housing
80-100% more inmates than their sanctioned ca-
pacity, leading to severe overcrowding.

Dr. C. Ramasubramanian, a senior psychiatrist
from Madurai, is associated with Magizhchi
(meaning ‘happiness’), a psycho-social support
and mental well-being programme conducted for
police personnel. He said the government’s res-
ponsibility went beyond strengthening prison se-
curity and deploying adequate sta�, including su-
perintendents, assistant superintendents, jail
wardens, and cooks. “A majority of the prisons
act as punishment centres rather than correction
centres. What motivated the 17 inmates to es-

cape? That should be thoroughly examined.
Whether the escape was driven by psychological
factors or other reasons, it should serve as an
eye-opener for the government and prison auth-
orities, prompting them to examine the issue
more closely,” he said.

Though prisons had psychologists, the ques-
tion was whether they were adequately trained to
deal with o�enders, he said. Dr. Ramasubrama-
nian said the State government should introduce
training programmes for prison o�cials along
the lines of Magizhchi.

He said prison authorities should also main-
tain dossiers on inmates. Occasional o�enders
and habitual o�enders should never be housed in
the same cell, he said, warning that mixing the
two could have dangerous consequences.

Prisoners should be monitored closely and
continuously, both physically and psychological-
ly, he said. “When a person walks out of prison,
he should feel transformed and be able to reinte-
grate into society, rather than turn aggressive.”

The Director-General of Police (Head of Police
Force), Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal, said, “With all
17 escapees swiftly apprehended, the next step is
to strengthen prison infrastructure and increase
sta� strength. We will also enhance security
systems.”

Even though the combing operation ended on
a successful note, the Tamil Nadu government
shifted the Director General of Police (Prisons)
Sandeep Rai Rathore and posted senior Indian
Police Service o�cer K. Shankar in his place on
October 29.

Former DGP S.R. Jangid said that it was good
news that the police teams had apprehended all
the 17 accused who had escaped. “The govern-
ment should devise a plan in such a way that not
only is security strengthened in prisons, but the
number of security personnel too is enhanced,”
he said. “Jails should not be overcrowded. It may
lead to other complications. There is plenty of
technology available and the government should
aid such sensitive departments to make use of it
in larger public interest,” Jangid added.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Vishnu Priya
told the media on October 29 that all the 17 ac-
cused would be sent to di�erent prisons in Tamil
Nadu, including Salem, Palayamkottai, Cudda-
lore, and Madurai.

A political row

Reacting to the incident, Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam president and former Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin said that the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam go-
vernment’s performance had been “exposed”
through the incident.

“Following Breaking Bad, Prison Break has
now begun in Tamil Nadu too!” he said in a post
on X, asking how such a large number of inmates
could escape despite improved security arrange-
ments and surveillance systems. He said the es-
cape of the 17 inmates evoked memories of one of
the biggest jailbreaks in Tamil Nadu in 1995
(when 43 militants of the Liberation Tigers of Ta-
mil Eelam escaped from a special camp in the
Vellore Fort after digging a 153-foot-long tunnel).
Stalin also said the Theni incident came soon af-
ter the escape of two prisoners from Puzhal pri-
son, raising questions over prison security.

The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (AIADMK), the other major Opposition par-
ty, also criticised the government. Its leader,
Edappadi K. Palaniswami, said murders, attempt-
ed murders, and cases registered under the POC-
SO Act had become routine in the State. “This
shows that the common person is not safe in Ta-
mil Nadu,” he said.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay did
not issue a statement addressing the incident.

srikrishna.l@thehindu.co.in

Seventeen remand prisoners fled from Theni district jail and were apprehended in 42 hours. KARTHIKEYAN G. 

The great escape
from Theni jail
On October 26, a group of 17 remand prisoners hatched a plan to escape from the Theni district jail under the

cover of darkness. All of them were apprehended within 42 hours in a massive search operation involving

various Tamil Nadu police teams and drones. But the jailbreak has raised larger questions about prison

overcrowding, sta� shortages, security, and the need for reform, reports L. Srikrishna

The drone
footage
helped us
scan large
swathes of
the forest
and
pinpoint the
escapees’
locations

VIJAYENDRA
BIDARI
Inspector General
of Police (South
Zone)

The police searching for the 17 prisoners who escaped from the district jail.

KARTHIKEYAN G. 
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Mr. Khurshid and Mr. Ahmed said the issue raised
in the Barabanki MP’s application needed to be ta-
ken up without any further delay as the process
for State Assembly elections may commence as
early as in December 2026 or early January next
year.

Mr. Punia’s plea detailed that “numerous”
Form 7 applications were generated and submit-
ted with incomplete or false particulars of the ob-
jector, invalid identifying details, forged signa-
tures, and, in several instances, in the names of
persons who had subsequently denied �ling any
such objections. It also alleged that booth-level of-
�cers (BLOs) received pre-�lled Form 7 applica-
tions seeking deletion of multiple electors, includ-
ing electors who had already been veri�ed during
the SIR process.

The Barabanki MP said these instances had
raised “serious apprehensions regarding the inte-
grity of the objection mechanism”. He has sought
initiation of penal action under Section 31 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1950, and other
applicable provisions of law, against persons
found to have made false declarations, �led frau-
dulent objections, impersonated objectors, or
otherwise misused the Form 7 mechanism to pro-
cure wrongful deletions from the electoral rolls.

Mr. Naidu’s submissions in the Supreme Court
echo an a�davit �led by the Election Commission
in September, in which it referred to multiple re-
ports received from electoral o�cials on the
ground about attempts to submit Form 7 in bulk to
BLOs. These included the instance in Hata As-
sembly constituency, when a person only identi-
�ed as ‘Yogendra’ “involuntarily” left on the table
of the BLO Form 7s to delete 32 voters. The man,
‘Yogendra’, remains untraceable.

Again, the EC a�davit said a report from the
Electoral Registration O�cer of Khalilabad narrat-
ed an attempt to submit F7s in bulk to the BLO.
“However, owing to its bulk quantity, the forms
were not accepted,” the EC said. The poll body
said the incident prompted it to “categorically di-
rect” BLOs not to digitise any Form without prop-
er checking, and not to accept Form 7s in bulk.

The a�davit said media reports led to an inqui-
ry in Sakaldiha, where o�cials unearthed false
Form 7s which were neither issued by the BLO
concerned nor �led as per procedure.

Form 7s for deletion of voter names are ob-
tained from the District Election O�cers, Voter
Registration Centres, BLOs or the voter service
portal. An applicant has to submit Form 7, duly
�lled and signed, with EPIC and phone number,
either personally to the BLO or online.

The a�davit said Form 7s were also found in-
side “envelopes at the residences of certain
BLOs”. “Upon due enquiry, the persons in whose
names the Form 7s were purportedly �led, denied
submitting them. They further stated that the
Forms were false,” the EC said.

SC seeks ECI report on
Form 7 misuse charge

A
helicopter carrying
six persons crashed
near Joshimath in

Uttarakhand on Friday,
killing all occupants, in-
cluding the pilot. Prelimin-
ary reports suggest that
bad weather may have
caused the accident. Five
of the victims were pil-
grims from Karnataka.

Chamoli District Magis-
trate Gaurav Kumar said
the helicopter, operated by
private �rm Trans Bharat
Aviation, was �ying from
Badrinath to the Sahas-
tradhara helipad in Dehra-
dun when it crashed
around 1.45 p.m.

“The wreckage was lo-
cated near an Army camp
above Chai village. An Ar-
my team reached the spot

and con�rmed the fatali-
ties,” Mr. Kumar said.

Those killed were Cap-
tain Himanshu Sabharwal
from Delhi, and �ve pil-
grims – Prathapa Bachihal-
liy, V.B. Shankar Gowda,
Sudhir K., S.S. Nataraja,

and Arun Salunke.
Prateek Jain, Chief Exec-

utive O�cer (CEO) of the
Uttarakhand Civil Aviation
Development Authority
(UCADA), said the entire
�eet of helicopters operat-
ed by Trans Bharat Avia-

tion had been grounded as
a precautionary measure.
He added that the region
had been experiencing
snowfall and rain over the
preceding few days, but
helicopter operations were
permitted only when

weather conditions were
favourable.

“O�cials from the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) and the
Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau (AAIB) are like-
ly to reach Dehradun to as-
sess the incident. A
comprehensive probe will
be undertaken to establish
the circumstances that led
to the accident. The �nd-
ings will subsequently
guide authorities in decid-
ing whether shuttle and
charter services can res-
ume or continue opera-
tions for the rest of the sea-
son,” he said.

CM orders probe
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami expressed
deep sorrow over the loss
of lives in the accident. Mr.
Dhami has also directed

the o�cials concerned to
conduct a detailed investi-
gation. He also instructed
the district administration
to provide every possible
assistance to the a�ected
families.

Uttarakhand Congress
senior vice-president Su-
ryakant Dhasmana blamed
alleged government negli-
gence and questioned the
aviation safety measures,
particularly on the Char
Dham pilgrimage routes.
In a statement, he said 13
people died in �ve helicop-
ter-related incidents in Ut-
tarakhand over a 45-day
period in 2025.

Mr. Dhasmana also cited
accident data indicating
that four of the eight heli-
copter accidents recorded
in the Char Dham sector
between 2015 and 2025 oc-
curred in 2025. 

6 dead in Uttarakhand chopper crash

Tragic loss: Wreckage of a private helicopter operated by Trans Bharat Aviation after it crashed into a

hillside near Chai village in the Joshimath area of Chamoli district, Uttarakhand on Friday. PTI

Five pilgrims from Karnataka and a pilot from Delhi killed as helicopter from Badrinath crashes; Congress alleges government negligence and poor

safety measures; govt. grounds entire chopper �eet operated by Trans Bharat Aviation; DGCA, AAIB o�cials to reach Dehradun as part of the probe

Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

The Union Labour Ministry
on Friday noti�ed the con-
stitution of the National So-
cial Security Board for Un-
organised Workers with 40
members, and the National
Social Security Board for
Gig & Platform Workers
with 22 members.

Union Minister for La-
bour and Employment
Mansukh Mandaviya is the
chairman of both Boards,
which have representa-
tives from the Central and
State governments, promi-
nent aggregator compa-
nies, employers, civil so-
ciety organisations,
workers’ unions, and asso-
ciations representing gig

and platform workers. Un-
ion Labour Secretary is the
vice-chairman of the
Boards.

The mandate of the
Boards is to design, moni-
tor and recommend target-
ed welfare schemes for gig
and platform workers and
traditional unorganised
workers.

The Boards will meet at
least thrice a year, and the
Union government will
prescribe rules of proce-
dure for them. 

The functions of the
Boards include recom-
mending suitable schemes
for di�erent sections of un-
organised workers, gig
workers and platform
workers; advising the Un-
ion government on the ad-

ministration of the Social
Security Code; monitoring
social welfare schemes for
unorganised workers, gig
workers and platform
workers; reviewing the re-
cord-keeping functions

performed at the State le-
vel; reviewing the expendi-
ture from the fund and ac-
count; and undertaking
other functions assigned to
it by the Union govern-
ment from time to time.

The Labour Department
o�cers of NDA-ruled Mah-
arashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal, Andhra Pra-
desh, and Gujarat are
members of the Boards. 

Representatives of Bha-
ratiya Mazdoor Sangh,
Laghu Udyog Bharati, ag-
gregator companies such
as Eternal Group (formerly
known as Zomato Ltd.),
Swiggy Ltd., Zepto Ltd., Ur-
ban Company and Rapido,
Indian Federation of App-
Based Transport Workers,
V.V. Giri National Labour

Institute and Dattopant
Thengadi Board for Work-
ers Education and Deve-
lopment are also
members.

“Established under the
statutory framework of the
Code on Social Security,
these Boards mark a histor-
ic shift by integrating digi-
tal gig and platform profes-
sionals into India’s formal
welfare architecture,” the
Labour Ministry said in a
statement.

However, All India
Trade Union Congress gen-
eral secretary Amarjeet
Kaur said the constitution
of the boards is heavily tilt-
ed towards the Union Go-
vernment, and it is �lled
with pro-BJP unions and
employers’ organisations. 

Union Labour Ministry sets up social security 
Boards for unorganised, gig, platform workers
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Boards will design and

monitor schemes for workers.

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day appointed former apex
court judge Justice Ranjana
Prakash Desai as sole me-
diator in the Krishna-Goda-
vari (KG) basin gas migra-
tion dispute between
Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL), along with its consor-
tium partners, and the Un-
ion government. A Special
Bench of Chief Justice Surya
Kant, Justices Joymalya Bag-

chi and Vipul Pancholi was
informed by Attorney-Gen-
eral R. Venkataramani, ap-
pearing for the Centre, that
a viable solution could not
be arrived at among the par-
ties. Senior advocate A.M.
Singhvi appeared for RIL,
and agreed to the sugges-
tion made by the Bench.
The court said the dispute
was “very complex”, and
would require the expertise
of someone like Justice De-
sai, who was well-versed in
commercial matters.

SC appoints Justice
Desai as mediator in
KG basin gas dispute
The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY) to
formulate measures
against the commercial ex-
ploitation of live-streamed
judicial proceedings in vio-
lation of earlier court
orders.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant recorded Solicitor-
General Tushar Mehta’s
submission that sugges-
tions from various High
Courts and other stakehol-
ders had already been re-
ceived and forwarded to
the Ministry.

Mr. Mehta submitted
that the Ministry would
consider the suggestions
and respond in a few days.
He sought listing of the
plea for further considera-
tion after the Deepavali
vacation.

He also �agged viola-
tions of earlier orders and
urged the court to consider
directing the removal of
material uploaded in
breach of its restrictions.
The court had recently
passed orders banning the
unauthorised use and cir-
culation of live-streamed
judicial proceedings on
digital platforms.

“Necessary measures
for taking action against
those who fail to comply
with the directions will al-
so be incorporated in the
policy regime,” the court
observed.  

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan suggested that ev-
ery clip released by the
court should carry a veri-
�able digital signature or
watermark to distinguish
genuine footage from ma-
nipulated versions.

SC tells Centre
to take steps
to stop misuse
of court feeds

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Friday’s helicopter crash
on the Badrinath-Dehra-
dun route, which killed six
people, including the pilot,
has brought Uttarakhand’s
helicopter safety regula-
tions under fresh scrutiny,
particularly the decision to
allow �ights despite weath-
er warnings issued for the
region.

Activist Anoop Nautiyal
said the tragedy was partic-
ularly disturbing as weath-
er warnings had been is-
sued in advance. An
orange alert (for heavy to
very heavy rainfall and
snowfall) had been issued
for �ve districts, including
Chamoli.

“A press release issued
at 5.44 p.m. on October 29,
following a meeting
chaired by Disaster Man-
agement Secretary Vinod
Kumar Suman, had called
for heightened vigilance
and directed that passen-
gers be moved to safe loca-
tions in the event of dete-
riorating weather,” Mr.
Nautiyal said.

He said the Chief Minis-
ter’s O�ce had also reiter-
ated these concerns in a
communication issued at
8.01 a.m. on October 30,
advising authorities to reg-
ulate tourist movement in
high-altitude areas in view
of the orange alert.

“Despite these warn-
ings, helicopter sorties re-
portedly continued. This

raises questions about who
authorised the �ights,
whether the Uttarakhand
Civil Aviation Development
Authority (UCADA) en-
forced the necessary res-
trictions and why commer-
cial operations were
allowed to continue under
potentially unsafe condi-
tions,” he said.

The latest crash comes
after a series of helicopter
accidents during the 2025
Char Dham Yatra. A crash
between Kharsali and Jhala

on May 8, 2025 killed six
people, while an Aryan
Aviation helicopter
crashed near Gaurikund
on June 15, 2025 killing se-
ven. Five helicopter inci-
dents were reported with-
in just 45 days.

The Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau (AAIB)’s
probe into the June 2025
crash cited rapidly des-
cending clouds, loss of vi-
sual reference, the deci-
sion to continue along the
route, and the pilot’s limit-
ed experience in the Ke-
darnath valley as contri-
buting factors.

In July 2025, the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation told
Parliament that Uttarak-
hand accounted for more
than half of the 12 helicop-

ter accidents reported na-
tionwide since 2020.

Responding to Mr. Nau-
tiyal’s allegations that
weather warnings had
been ignored, Prateek Jain,
the Chief Executive O�cer
of UCADA, said the agency
was following all pre-
scribed safety norms.

“At the time the helicop-
ter crashed, the weather
was clear. Two sorties took
o� before it and two after
it, and all of them landed
safely,” he said.

Naveen Singh, who un-
dertook the Kedarnath Ya-
tra by helicopter this year,
questioned whether the
corrective measures an-
nounced after last year’s
accidents had been e�ec-
tively implemented. 

Sorties were allowed despite orange alert and
CMO advice to regulate tourists, says activist 
Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

Latest crash comes
after a series of
helicopter accidents
during Char Dham
Yatra last year

At least 17 legislators from
the ruling National Confe-
rence (NC) on Friday held a
four-hour meeting in Srina-
gar and issued a 15-day ulti-
matum to party president
Farooq Abdullah and vice-
president Omar Abdullah
to address issues, includ-
ing “unilateral decisions”
and “coterie culture”.

The meeting, which
started around 3 p.m. and
ended at 6 p.m., was held
at the residence of NC le-

gislator Qaiser Jamsheed
Lone in Srinagar’s Friends
Colony. Senior NC leaders,
including Mubarak Gul,
Nazir Gurezi, and Abdul
Majeed Larmi, were
among those in atten-
dance. An Independent le-
gislator, Muza�ar Iqbal
Khan, from the Thanaman-
di constituency, also
attended.

The rebellion within the
party came three days af-
ter party vice-president
and Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah expanded the Cabi-

net, increasing the number
of ministers from six to
nine. Since then, many le-
gislators have publicly ex-
pressed their anger and de-
manded their inclusion.
They included Mr. Gul, Mr.
Gurezi and Mr. Larmi.
Around a dozen NC legisla-
tors boycotted a dinner
hosted by party president
Farooq Abdullah after the
Cabinet expansion.  

An NC legislator told
The Hindu that a joint reso-
lution was passed at the-
meet and would be shared
with the party leadership.

17 NC MLAs issue ultimatum to
party chief over ‘coterie culture’
Peerzada Ashiq

SRINAGAR

The Madhya Pradesh unit
of Congress on Friday
slammed the nomination
of Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri as the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candi-
date for the Rajya Sabha
by-election in the State,
seeking a “clear answer”
on Mr. Puri’s meetings and
communications with con-
victed sex o�ender Je�rey
Epstein as referenced in
the �les released in the Un-
ited States.

At a press conference in
Bhopal, M.P. Congress pre-
sident Jitu Patwari said:
“What were the actual cir-
cumstances of these meet-
ings? Did they occur solely
as part of an o�cial delega-
tion — as previously
claimed — or do the cir-
cumstances depicted in
photographs suggest a dif-
ferent story? The BJP and
Mr. Puri must provide a
factual response to these
questions.”

Mr. Patwari announced
that the party will stage
protests at the district and

block levels against the
nomination.

Mr. Puri, Union Minister
for Petroleum and Natural
Gas, was announced as the
BJP candidate on October
29 to replace former Union
Minister L. Murugan who
resigned from his Rajya
Sabha seat earlier this
month. The bypoll is sche-
duled for November 12.

Mr. Patwari also alleged
that “Mr. Murugan, a Dalit
leader, was forced to re-
sign” to make way for Mr.
Puri’s continuation in the
Union Cabinet.

M.P. Cong. seeks clarity on Puri’s
Epstein ‘link’; slams RS candidacy

The Hindu Bureau

BHOPAL

According to Congress leader Prasenjit Bose, one
of the petitioners in the West Bengal SIR case in
the top court, these “o�cers of the o�ce of the
CEO” who have �led appeals against inclusion in
the Appellate Tribunals cannot have any authority
under the Act since the Tribunals were created by
the Supreme Court in April 2026 and the Act says
nothing about any tribunal.

On Thursday, the Congress, in a memorandum
submitted to the CEO of West Bengal, demanded
that the appeals against inclusion �led by the ECI
be cancelled, as they violated the Act. It demand-
ed an IT audit to disclose the date, time and pro-
cess of �ling these appeals.

The Appellate Tribunals were formed during
the Supreme Court’s supervision of the SIR. Judi-
cial o�cers, drawn from a list the Calcutta High
Court sent at the Supreme Court’s direction, are
adjudicating roughly 60 lakh “doubtful and pend-
ing” cases. On March 10, the apex court had di-
rected that a separate appellate body be set up so
that people could challenge those o�cers’
decisions.

Out of the roughly 60 lakh “doubtful” cases,
the 700 judicial o�cers cleared and restored
32,77,360 voters to the electoral rolls. The remain-
ing 27.23 lakh were rejected, of which 22 lakh ap-
pealed to the tribunals.

ECI’s pleas against cleared
voters raise legal questions
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e2145468



M ND-NDECM
YK

THE HINDU 

11Saturday, October 31, 2026
Delhi

News

P
rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Fri-
day vowed to serve

the people of India till his
last breath, an assertion
coming days after Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s “Modi ka baap bhi
jayega” (Modi’s father will
also be defeated) remark
that triggered a political
storm.

He accused the Opposi-
tion of rejoicing when the
country faces a crisis and
spreading panic over the
availability of fertilizers
and cooking gas amid the
ongoing con�ict in West
Asia.

Mr. Modi said farmers,
youth and women were
working towards building a
developed India, but la-
mented that some people
were uncomfortable with
the country’s progress.

He was addressing a
gathering after inaugurat-
ing the Bharat Bovine
Breeding and Research
Centre (BBBRC) at Bhildi
town in Gujarat’s Banas-
kantha district besides
launching and laying the
foundation stones for de-
velopment projects esti-
mated at ₹14,000 crore.

“Jeevan ke antim kshan
tak janta ki seva mein hi ju-
ta rahunga (I will continue
to serve the people until

my last breath),” Mr. Modi
said.

The Prime Minister re-
leased the 24th instalment
of the Pradhan Mantri Ki-
san Samman Nidhi (PM-Ki-
san) scheme, which pro-
vides ₹6,000 per year in
income support to eligible
farmers.

Without taking any
names, he said, “There are
those who wish to see the
country in distress — they
actually derive pleasure
when the nation faces
hardship. Whenever a cri-
sis befalls the country, they
�nd joy in it.”

Referring to the con�ict
in the Gulf region, which is
critical to India’s energy se-
curity and serves as a key
source of fertilizer im-
ports, Mr. Modi said that

while the country was unit-
ed in addressing the situa-
tion arising out of the war,
some people were spread-
ing rumours and creating
panic among people.

‘Opposition sowed fear’
“They sowed fear among
farmers, claiming fertiliz-
ers would become unavail-
able. They created arti�cial
queues and created a sense
of panic,” he said.

The Prime Minister ac-
cused the Opposition of
trying to create chaos
across the country to de-
fame him, alleging people
were being led to believe
that cooking gas would no
longer be available due to
the con�ict which started
in February-end.

“They also tried to

frighten women, claiming
that cooking gas would no
longer be available and ask-
ing, ‘How will you cook
your meals? How will your
children go to school?’
Their plan was to incite
chaos across the country,
all in an attempt to defame
Modi,” he told the
gathering.

“I had promised that
Modi would stand �rmly
by your side. And look —
even though the con�ict
continues, Modi has en-
sured that there is no shor-
tage of fertilizers for our
farmers,” he said.

Mr. Modi, addressing
the farmers, said global fer-
tilizer prices and the costs
of chemicals required to
manufacture them had
surged due to the war, but
the government had en-
sured that the additional
burden did not fall on
cultivators.

“Globally, a bag of urea
costs as much as ₹3,000,
yet Indian farmers receive
it for less than ₹300. The
government took this en-
tire burden on itself to en-
sure the bag reaches you
(farmers) at just ₹300,” he
said.

Similarly, while the glo-
bal price of a bag of diam-
monium phosphate (DAP)
fertilizer had crossed
₹5,000, Indian farmers
were receiving it for ₹1,350,
he added.

Opposition rejoices when
nation faces crises: Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing a public meeting during

the launch of development projects in Gujarat on Friday. VIJAY SONEJI

Prime Minister accuses it of trying to create chaos across the country to defame him, alleges

people were being led to believe cooking gas will no longer be available due to West Asia con�ict

Press Trust of India
BHILDI (GUJARAT)

Rejecting the claim by the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was
“trying his best” to stop pe-
ople from reaching Delhi
for the Opposition bloc’s
protest march on Novem-
ber 1, the BJP on Friday
challenged the Congress
leader to produce proof of

any such restrictions.
At a press brie�ng, BJP

MP Sambit Patra took a dig
at the Congress and its al-
lies in the Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) for post-
poning their proposed
mock Parliament, which
was scheduled to be held
at the residence of Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge on Friday. He
claimed that the event
could not be conducted

due to the lack of organisa-
tional capability.

Responding to Mr.
Gandhi’s allegation that pe-
ople from various States
were being prevented from
reaching the rally venue,
Mr. Patra said, “Where
were people stopped?
Who stopped them? And
who are the people who
were stopped? Show us
evidence. Do not create an
atmosphere of lies and
confusion in the country.”

Mr. Patra said the INDIA
bloc parties belonging to
“political dynasties” had
come together several
times ahead of elections
over the past 12 years to
“put on a show of holding
each other’s hands”, but
failed to sustain their al-
liances. He cited the exit of
the Aam Aadmi Party from
the bloc. “They keep hold-
ing hands while cursing
each other in their hearts,”
he said.

BJP demands proof for Rahul’s claim of
curbs on those going to Delhi for protest
Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on Friday
questioned the govern-
ment’s decision to sell a
majority stake in IDBI Bank
to Canadian �rm Fairfax Fi-
nancial Holdings, prompt-
ing Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman to
respond by accusing the
Congress-led United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA) go-
vernment of treating banks
and �nancial institutions
as “personal entities”.

In an open letter to IDBI
Bank employees, Mr.
Gandhi expressed solidari-
ty with their opposition to
the proposed sale, arguing
that public banks were not
assets to be sold but “tools
to build the nation”. He
said the bank had turned
pro�table through the ef-
forts of its employees,
earning over ₹9,000 crore
last year after incurring
losses seven years ago.

He recalled that the go-
vernment had assured Par-
liament in 2003 that it
would retain at least a 50%
ownership of IDBI. “That
promise may not be writ-
ten into law, but a promise
made to Parliament is a
promise made to the peo-
ple of India,” he said.

The government has ap-
proved the sale of a 60.72%
stake in IDBI Bank to Fair-
fax for about ₹53,000
crore.

The Opposition leader
questioned how em-
ployees and depositors
would be protected under
private ownership. 

Responding to his criti-
cism, Ms. Sitharaman al-
leged that the Congress-led
government had pressured
bank employees to extend
loans to politically con-
nected business groups,
bypassing prudent lending
norms. Citing the removal
of SBI Chairman R.K. Tal-
war in 1976 during Indira
Gandhi’s tenure, she al-
leged he had been re-
moved after refusing to re-
lax lending norms for a
company linked to Sanjay
Gandhi.

She alleged that IDBI
Bank was forced to lend to
business groups with close
links to Congress leaders,
including Videocon, ABG
Shipyard, and King�sher,
resulting in bad loans. The
NDA government, she said,
revived the bank through
recapitalisation with more
than ₹25,000 crore and
professional management.

Rahul �ags IDBI
Bank sale; Finance
Minister hits back

Rahul Gandhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The “public impeach-
ment” of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar by the Indian
National Developmental,
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA)
has been postponed by a
day to Saturday because of
rain, the Leader of the Op-
position in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi, said on
Friday.

Mr. Gandhi said the Op-
position parties would
hold a Chalo Dilli march
from the Minto Road–Con-
naught Place junction in
central Delhi to Ramlila
Maidan on Sunday, where
the INDIA bloc would hold
a rally against alleged vote
chori (theft) through the
special intensive revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls and
press for the CEC’s
resignation.

“By consensus we have
decided to postpone to-
day’s [Friday’s] pro-
gramme to tomorrow [Sa-
turday] at the same time,”
Mr. Gandhi said at a joint
press conference with IN-
DIA bloc leaders outside
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge’s residence
at 10 Rajaji Marg. The ‘pu-
blic impeachment’ would
now be held at 2.30 p.m.
on Saturday. 

“Both programmes are
about the demolition of de-
mocracy by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah, and CEC

Gyanesh Kumar and his
crew,” Mr. Gandhi alleged.

‘Huge anger, pain’
He accused the Home Mi-
nister of trying to prevent
people from reaching Del-
hi for the November 1 rally.
“Our party people and
common people are being
stopped. You watch what
happens at Ramlila Maidan
and you will understand
what is happening in the
country. There is huge an-
ger and pain because mil-
lions are being disenfran-
chised,” the Congress MP
said.

Mr. Gandhi said anyone
who wanted to protect the
Constitution was welcome
to join the march and rally.
In a message on Thursday,
he had urged people, in-
cluding student groups ir-
respective of their political
a�liations, to participate,
asserting that the BJP
would not have the “guts”
to use its usual tactics to
stop them.

Sources said Left lead-
ers, including John Brittas
(CPI-M), P. Sandosh Kumar
(CPI), and N.K. Prema-
chandran (RSP), had sug-
gested postponing the im-
peachment programme
post Deepavali but other
parties did not agree to it.

INDIA bloc’s ‘public
impeachment’ of
CEC postponed 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties
also plan to hold a
Chalo Dilli march
tomorrow

The Congress on Friday ac-
cused BJP leaders of “nor-
malising” Chinese trans-
gressions along the
Arunachal Pradesh border,
after Chief Minister Pema
Khandu said that such inci-
dents “keep happening”
and were nothing new.

Congress general secre-
tary (communications) Jai-
ram Ramesh said Mr.

Khandu’s remarks contrad-
icted his earlier dismissal
of reports of Chinese incur-
sions in Taksing and came
a week after the Indo-Tibe-
tan Border Police (ITBP)
chief con�rmed face-o�s at
several locations in the
northeastern State.

“So much for the PM’s
‘na koi ghusa hai’ [nobody
has entered]. Worse, he
treats it as normal,” Mr. Ra-
mesh said in a post on X,
referring to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s earlier as-
sertion post the Galwan
clash that no one had en-
tered Indian territory.

He said it was disturbing
that the Chief Minister at-
tributed transgressions to
the absence of a clearly de-
marcated border. “Instead
of asserting India’s posi-
tion, BJP leaders are ration-
alising Chinese actions.
Nothing about this is nor-
mal. This is the new abnor-
mal,” he said.

Cong. questions Arunachal CM
for ‘normalising’ Chinese actions

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Electo-
ral O�cer (CEO) Navdeep
Rinwa on Friday directed
o�cials for accurate, error-
free and up-to-date main-
taining of electoral rolls ad-
ding if errors in the electo-
ral rolls or laxity in
supervision are found in
any district, the accounta-
bility of the District Elec-
tion O�cer (DEO) con-
cerned will be �xed. “The
CEO said that all work re-
lated to electoral rolls is
currently being carried out
through ECI Net. Accord-
ingly, every DEO must per-
sonally log in every day
and review work while en-
suring e�ective use of all
review facilities available
on ECI Net,” read an o�-
cial statement. 

The CEO has also direct-
ed that the receipt of
Form-6, Form-6A, Form-7
and Form-8, pending cases
and their disposal within
the prescribed time frame
be reviewed daily. 

He has also directed that
no o�cer should share
their login credentials,
such as user ID, login pass-
word and OTP, with any
other person. 

U.P. CEO asks
o�cials to work
for accurate
electoral rolls

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

West Bengal Congress lead-
ers on Friday �agged that
1.59 lakh names of voters
in Kolkata and Howrah civ-
ic bodies were removed
from the electoral rolls
during the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) and sub-
mitted a letter to State elec-
tion o�cials urging them
to restore all rightful
names before the upcom-
ing civic polls.

The letter was sent to
the State Chief Electoral Of-
�cer, State Election Com-
missioner, and Municipal
Commissioner and Admi-
nistrator of the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation
(KMC).

It stated that around
1.20 lakh voters in the KMC
and 39,000 voters in the
Howrah Municipal Corpo-
ration (HMC) will not be
able to exercise their fran-
chise as their names were
struck o� the rolls on
grounds such as ‘logical
discrepancies’ during the
“unplanned SIR process”.

It added that the voters
have �led appeals chal-
lenging their exclusion,

which are pending before
the appellate tribunals.
“We sincerely request your
intervention for immediate
follow-up and disposal of
appeals on priority basis,”
the letter stated.

‘Voting rights’
“Over 1.59 lakh people will
miss their votes. Why are
their cases not being heard
on a priority basis at the
tribunals? They missed ex-
ercising their voting rights
during the 2026 Assembly
poll. This is a repeated vio-
lation of people’s demo-
cratic right,” Congress

State general secretary
Ashutosh Chatterjee, one
of the signatories of the let-
ter, told The Hindu.

State Congress leaders
also alleged that claims and
objections related to the
delimitation process with-
in the KMC’s jurisdiction
are also pending with the
civic administration and
they have not received any
communication on them
yet.

On Wednesday, political
leaders and activists had
written to State Election
Commissioner Krishna
Gupta and urged him to
delay the civic polls till the
ongoing Special Summary
Revision (SSR) ends. The
draft roll of the SSR will be
published on November 11
and the �nal roll on Janu-
ary 16, 2027.

The signatories includ-
ed Trinamool Congress MP
Saugata Roy, State Con-
gress president Subhankar
Sarkar and former Rajya
Sabha MP Jawhar Sircar.

Polls in KMC, HMC, and
several other municipali-
ties are likely to be held in
the next few weeks,
though dates are yet to be
announced.

Restore 1.59 lakh deleted names
in Kolkata, Howrah rolls before
civic polls: Cong. writes to SEC

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

West Bengal Pradesh Congress

Committee president

Subhankar Sarkar. FILE PHOTO
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A child may be confused by the number of branches of Sa-
natana Dharma and wonder if it concerns only a few com-
munities. Practices may di�er; philosophies may diverge
but dharma (principles of living) is common for everyone
in society. In fact, Sanatana Dharma is for entire human-
ity, said Tirukkudanthai Dr. Venkatesh, speaking at the
Dharma Rakshana Mahotsava, commemorating the Dasa-
manotsavam (tenth year of Sri Vidyasheera Tirtha Swami
heading the Sri Vyasaraja Math), in the presence of Sri
Sankara Vijayendra Saraswati of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam
and Sri Ranganatha Yateendra Mahadesikan, the 46th Az-
hagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila Math.

The various entities of Hinduism fall under the umbrel-
la of the Veda sastras. Spiritual literature such as Bhagava-
tam, Brahma Sutras, speak of the same thing. The spiritual
interpretation or unbroken chain of teachings across gen-
erations might di�er from one school of thought to the
other, but Sanatana Dharma refers to a code of conduct
that remains unchanged. Sanatana means something that
is eternal, one with neither a beginning nor an end. Acha-
loyam Sanatanam, says Lord Krishna, referring to the in-
dividual soul. Dharma stands for the set of (moral) rules
that every human being should follow. The essential cha-
racteristics for a perfect human being include guidelines
such as leading a truthful life, following virtuous princi-
ples in daily life, respecting one’s guru, kindness to all liv-
ing creatures, obeying one’s father, among others. These
principles of Sanatana Dharma are for all and not for a lin-
guistic minority. Like a tree having many branches from a
single root, Sanatana Dharma has its roots in the Vedas.

Beauty of Sanatana Dharma

FAITH
�

INBRIEF
�

At least 4,000 people have been moved to safer
areas as parts of the Darjeeling hills and the
Dooars region in West Bengal were placed on
high alert following a glacial lake outburst �ood
in Bhutan. Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari said
that the situation is currently “completely
normal”.“We have established contact with the
people who were reported missing earlier this
morning. All 47 of them are safe,” he said. State
Forest Minister Manoj Oraon said an alert for a
possible rise in the water level of the Sankosh
river was issued late on Thursday night. “So far,
over 4,000 people from 10 places in Kumargram
and Tufanganj have been moved to a safe zone,”
Mr. Oraon added.

4,000 shifted as Bhutan �ood
puts north Bengal on guard

A 12-year-old girl allegedly killed a four-year-old
boy by pushing him into a water tank after
becoming angry with the child’s mother for
scolding her over a chocolate in Mandsaur
district of Madhya Pradesh, the police said on
Friday. The incident took place on October 26,
when the girl allegedly took the boy to the roof of
her house and pushed him into the tank. An FIR
has been registered in the case, and the girl was
sent to a government juvenile home after being
produced before a court. Superintendent of
Police Vinod Meena said, “As per her statement,
the girl had taken a chocolate the boy was eating
after which his mother had scolded her badly.”

12-year-old girl held for killing
four-year-old boy in M.P.

Solution to yesterday’s SudokuSolution to previous puzzle 

SUDOKU
�

(set by Dr. X)

Solve this puzzle online and 

access more puzzles at

https://thehindu.com/crosswords

Across

1 Stuttering? We got heartily drunk - it's di�icult to articulate (6,7)

8 Wife enthralled by knocking back European beverages (5)

9 Transports ecstasy across Spain by a stretch of water (6,3)

11 Instruct crew to move closer to check railway accident (5,5)

12 Come up against fine champion (4)

14 Baron, touch irritated by prince's bungle (5,2)

16 A bag containing note with extremely unusual ring (7)

17 Detached portion of old, broken tile in ancient city (7)

19 Cher is zesty at opening, playing lively compositions (7)

21 King survives, grabs queen's Malayan dagger (4)

22 Lacking width - saw's not working (3,2,5)

25 Slow-cooked cut of beef and drink for a soprano and tenor (4,5)

26 Beginning to tipple in the middle of the day? That's
unacceptable (3,2)

27 Cheetahs ran berserk outside oriental college? It's likely (3,7,3)

Down

2 Soft drug in full moon rave is producing e�ects (7)

3 Cured his dengue on time - bless you! (10)

4 Stop in English pub across motorway (5)

5 Line deleted from outstanding part of speech (4,5)

6 Shoot second goal (4)

7 Tangle with nobleman protecting extremely notorious
nationalist (7)

8 One treating cardiovascular problem caused by drink outside
club's retro bar (4,7)

10 Stunned by associate spreading news about fraud by head of
establishment (11)

13 Where airplane's fuel is readily available (2,3,5)

15 Reckless ultra caught by policeman around atomic plant (9)

18 Conquest by US president to seize island near northern side of
Hormuz (7)

20 Cooking appliance in a resort malfunctioned (7)

23 Work on twitch relating to the eye (5)

24 Reptile amongst metamorphic rocks (4)
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T
he Geosynchro-
nous Satellite
Launch Vehicle

(GSLV-F18) late on Friday
successfully launched the
NVS-03 satellite from the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre in Sriharikota, ac-
cording to the ISRO.

The GSLV-F18 with the
NVS-03 satellite lifted o�
from the second launch
pad of the spaceport and
18 minutes later placed the
satellite into the intended
geosynchronous transfer
orbit.

The 2,250 kg, NVS-03 is
the third satellite in the
next generation navigation
satellite system envisaged
for providing continuity of
navigation services for the
Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS) se-
ries or the Navigation with
Indian Constellation (Nav-
IC). According to the ISRO,
the satellite carries an indi-
genous atomic clock, along
with procured atomic
clocks.

“It also includes L1 sig-
nal in addition to existing
L5/S signals with coverage
over India land mass and a
region extending 1,500 km
around Indian geopolitical
boundary,” the ISRO said.

NavIC is India’s indepen-
dent regional navigation
satellite system designed to
provide accurate Position,
Navigation and Timing
(PNT) service to users in In-
dia as well as the region ex-
tending about 1,500 km
beyond the Indian land-
mass, which is its primary
service area.

The successful launch of
the NVS-03, which will
have a mission life of 12
years, is expected to res-
tore the functioning of the
NavIC constellation which
has been weakened due to
repeated failures of atomic
clocks and the ISRO’s in-
ability to place its previous
replacement satellite,
NVS-02, in its intended or-
bit. It may be recalled that
earlier this year on March
13, the last functioning
atomic clock aboard
IRNSS-1F had stopped
working.

Friday night’s launch is
only the third mission to be
launched by the ISRO in
2026 after the PSLV-C62
mission carrying the EOS-
N1 earth observation satel-
lite on January 12, 2026
and the EOS-05 aboard the
GSLV-F17 on September 4.
While the PSLV-C62 mis-
sion was a failure, the
GSLV-F17 mission was a
success.

GSLV places next-generation
navigation satellite into orbit
The NVS-03, with a mission life of 12 years, is expected to restore the functioning of the NavIC

constellation; satellite carries an indigenous atomic clock, along with procured atomic clocks

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU 

The GSLV-F18 rocket carrying the NVS-03 lifts o� from the Satish

Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on Friday night. PTI

Three people were killed
and several are missing in a
landslide in Kandhamal
district of Odisha, while
the �ood situation re-
mained grim in Ganjam
and Gajapati districts. The
State government air-
dropped relief materials in
areas that remained cut o�
by �oodwaters on Friday.

The landslide occurred
at Dangeshi village in Rai-
kia block of Kandhamal
district that left a couple
and their nine-month-old
dead. Some of the villagers
could not be traced follow-
ing the incident.

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, who carried
out an aerial survey along
with Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Su-
resh Pujari over Ganjam
and Gajapati districts, an-
nounced an assistance of
₹4 lakh each for the de-
ceased at Dangeshi.

‘Expediting relief’
“Protecting the lives and
property during times of
crisis is my utmost priority.
The entire administration
is working round the clock
to ensure that food, drink-
ing water, and emergency
healthcare reach those af-
fected without any hin-
drance,” Mr. Majhi com-
mented in an X post. “In

addition, directives have
been issued to the adminis-
tration to remain fully alert
for the restoration of dam-
aged roads and bridges,
normalising electricity
supply, and controlling
post-�ood health issues,”
he said.

As many as 84,564 peo-
ple — 42,564 in Ganjam,
30,000 in Gajapati, and
12,000 in Kandhamal dis-
tricts — were a�ected by
�ash �oods due to heavy
rain triggered by Cyclone
Arnab.

Koraput and Rayagada
districts were also signi�-
cantly hit by the cyclone’s
fury. Heavy post-cyclone
rainfall has left several vil-
lages waterlogged. 

Though there has been
a signi�cant drop in rain-
fall on Friday, the over�ow-
ing rivers remain a cause of
concern. 

Odisha landslide kills
three; grim situation
in �ood-hit districts

Chief Minister Mohan Charan

Majhi takes an aerial survey.

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day held that women can-
not convert consensual
sexual acts into rape after
the relationship turns sour.

“We wish to note a wor-
rying trend in recent years
wherein consensual rela-
tionships that have come
to an end are retrospective-
ly combed with a �ne tooth
so as to identify what can
post-facto be construed as
violence and sexual as-
sault,” Justice B.V. Naga-
rathna observed in a
judgment.

The verdict came in a
case from Keralam in
which a man was accused
of repeated instances of
rape during a seven-year
relationship which they
had broken up. The com-
plainant had said that she

was kept in the dark about
the fact that he was already
married and a father to
two children from the pre-
vious marriage.

Justice Nagarathna said
a clear distinguishing line
must be drawn between an
absence of consent be-
cause it was got by decep-
tion, and the experience of
regret over having consent-
ed to past sexual acts after
the relationship ends.

“While the latter scena-
rio is unfortunate, such
hindsight on its own can-
not constitute a consensual
relationship as a crime…

Rape, being a heinous of-
fence, must be reserved for
situations where there is
real sexual violence, coer-
cion, or manipulation of
consent. When every con-
sensual relationship which
sours is converted into an
accusation of rape, it not
only dilutes the gravity of
the o�ence alleged, it also
subjects the accused to ir-
reparable stigma, harass-
ment and injustice,” Justice
Nagarathna pointed out in
the judgment.

“There are several
[rape] cases that never see
the light of day. We must
emphasise that genuine
cases must be pursued
with vigour where the facts
clearly show sexual assault
and violence... the justice
system must not be turned
into a tool of vengeance
when relationships fail,”
the court observed.

Rape, being a
heinous o�ence,
must be reserved for
situations where
there is real violence,
the court observed

Consensual intimacy cannot 
be branded as rape after
relationship turns sour: SC
Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Two people have been ar-
rested in connection with
the killing of a male chee-
tah cub at the Kuno Nation-
al Park in Madhya Pradesh,
o�cials said on Friday. 

“The arrest has been
made by the local police
under the Arms Act, after
which the accused were
produced before a court.
They are currently in pol-
ice remand, and we will
take custody soon,” a se-
nior wildlief o�cial said,
requesting anonymity. 

“We are in the process
of solving the case very
soon. At the moment, mul-
tiple teams are working in
di�erent directions," the
o�cial said. 

The o�cial also said that
six forest personnel had al-
so been suspended in the
case.

2 arrested in
cheetah death
case; 6 people
suspended

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

In a signi�cant �nding, the
Tamil Nadu State Depart-
ment of Archaeology
(TNSDA) has unearthed
bronze alloy idols of Lord
Nataraja and Goddess Siva-
gami, along with their res-
pective pedestals, during
the ongoing excavations in
Nagapattinam. 

The idols belong to the
Chola period and were un-
earthed at a depth of one
metre.

The idol of Lord Natara-
ja is depicted in the ‘Anan-
da Tandava’ posture with
four arms, and measures
110 cm in height and 100
cm in width. The idol of
Goddess Sivagami is dep-
icted in the ‘Tribhanga’
posture with two arms,
and measures 82 cm in
height and 23 cm in width.
Based on their physical
structure, iconographic

features, ornamental de-
signs, and the pedestals,
the idols are estimated to
date back to the 12th centu-
ry AD.

These discoveries pro-
vide crucial archaeological

evidence for understand-
ing the religious practices,
art and history of metal
sculptures in Nagapatti-
nam during the Chola pe-
riod. Sharing this discov-
ery in a post on X, Minister

for School Education Raj-
mohan, who also holds the
Archaeology portfolio, said
the �ndings provided evi-
dence of the antiquity and
historical signi�cance of
Tamils.

Chola-era Lord Nataraja, Goddess
Sivagami idols unearthed in T.N.
N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

Timeless treasures: The bronze alloy idols of Lord Nataraja and Goddess Sivagami that were unearthed in

Nagapattinam. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Indraprastha Gas Ltd. (IGL) reported a sharp
decline in second-quarter net pro�t as elevated
input gas costs squeezed margins, despite higher
sales volumes. The company’s decision to shield
consumers from global price volatility also
weighed on pro�tability. Net pro�t plunged more
than 93% year-on-year (YoY) to ₹24.38 crore
during the quarter despite an 8% YoY increase in
sales volumes to 10.06 million metric standard
cubic metres per day (MMSCMD).

IGL net pro�t plummets 93%
on higher input gas cost 

INBRIEF
�

Sun Pharmaceutical Industries reported a 36.4%
year-on-year (YoY) decline in consolidated net
pro�t to ₹1,988.5 crore for the September
quarter, weighed down by exceptional charges of
₹1,268.8 crore related to its acquisition of
Organon and a settlement in an antitrust
litigation. Excluding the exceptional items,
adjusted net pro�t stood at ₹3,162 crore. Revenue
from operations, however, grew nearly 12% YoY
to ₹16,198.7 crore. U.S. formulation sales declined
8.2% to $455 million during Q2 FY27.

Sun Pharma Q2 pro�t plunges
36% on exceptional charges 

Indian drug regulators ordered Sun Pharma to
stop manufacturing, selling and distributing
ophthalmic products made at its Assam facility,
documents reviewed by Reuters showed. The
Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation and
the o�ce of Drugs Controller Assam ordered the
shutdown on August 20 after a joint federal-state
inspection of the facility identi�ed lapses in the
system meant to ensure product quality and
safety, following Sun Pharma’s move in July to
voluntarily recall about 11 eye-care brands. REUTERS

India orders Sun Pharma to
halt eye-care drug production 

I
n what looks like a di-
rect response to the
‘Russia Sanctions Act’

being signed into law that
month, India in September
2026 slashed its oil imports
from the U.S. to zero, and
drastically cut down its im-
ports of Russian oil, the lat-
est o�cial data shows.

Instead, India turned to
the UAE for its oil require-
ment, with that country’s
share rising to more than
one-fourth of India’s oil
imports. As a result, In-
dia’s crude oil sourcing re-
mains highly concentrat-
ed, with just two countries
— Russia and the UAE — ac-
counting for 60% of all oil
imports.

The U.S. House of Re-
presentatives on Septem-
ber 16 passed the Lindsey
O. Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act of
2026, which was then
signed into law by Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
September 18. 

The law empowered the
U.S. to levy tari�s of up to
100% on countries such as
India and China that im-
ported large quantities of

Russian oil and gas.
The tari�s are currently

in abeyance, with Mr.
Trump on October 16 sign-
ing an executive order
temporarily waiving the
tari�s and submitting a
certi�cation to the U.S.
Congress saying that the
pause was in the U.S.’s na-
tional interest. The Indian
government data on Oc-
tober oil imports will be
released next month.

India imported 209.4
lakh tonnes of crude oil in
September 2026, which
was 9.5% higher than in
August, and 4.1% higher

than in September last
year. However, as has been
the case in the last six
months or so, elevated
crude oil prices have
meant that India’s oil im-
port bill has swelled far
faster than the growth in
the actual quantity of oil
being imported.

The data showed that
India’s oil import bill of
nearly $14.3 billion in Sep-
tember 2026 was 16.4%
higher than the bill in Au-
gust, and a much more sig-
ni�cant 33% higher than in
September 2025 when oil
prices were relatively

more benign. Russia’s
share in India’s oil imports
has recently been broadly
following the U.S.’ actions
regarding such imports.

Most recently, Russia’s
share climbed to an all-
time high of around 51% in
July 2026, capping o� a
steady climb since Febru-
ary when the U.S.
scrapped its Russian oil-
linked penal tari�s on In-
dia. This also coincided
with the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz due to
the war in West Asia and
the resultant supply con-
straints from that route.

However, Russia’s share
has fallen since then — to
44% in August, and furth-
er to 33% in September,
when the ‘Russia Sanc-
tions Act’ was signed into
law.

In volume terms, while
India increased its overall
oil imports in September,
it cut Russian imports by
nearly 18% as compared
with August. 

A previous analysis by
The Hindu shows before
the penal tari�s were re-
moved in February, India
had been slashing oil im-
ports from Russia in line
with U.S pressure.

India slashed oil imports
from U.S. and Russia in Sept.
Government data showed India’s oil sourcing remains highly concentrated, with just Russia and

the UAE accounting for 60% of oil imports, coinciding with the ‘Russia Sanctions Act’ 

TCA Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Reliance Industries Ltd.
(RIL) reported a 41% year-
on-year (YoY) increase in
consolidated net pro�t to
₹25,548 crore for the se-
cond quarter ended Sep-
tember 30, 2026, driven by
strong performances in its
Oil-to-Chemicals (O2C) and
Jio Platforms businesses.

Gross revenue rose
27.8% YoY to ₹3,62,268
crore. Jio Platforms Ltd.
( JPL) recorded an 11.3% in-
crease in revenue to
₹47,485 crore, aided by
subscriber additions, high-
er average revenue per us-
er (ARPU) and growth in
digital services. Consoli-
dated net pro�t rose 13.7%
to ₹8,387 crore.

Revenue at Reliance Re-
tail Ventures Ltd (RRVL)
grew 6.4% to ₹91,716 crore.
Consolidated pro�t after
tax declined 24.5% to
₹2,619 crore.

The O2C business
emerged as a key growth
driver, with revenue surg-
ing 44.2% YoY, re�ecting a
sharp rise in crude and
product prices.

Crude prices increased
40.6%, while transporta-
tion fuel prices rose 50-
78%. Prices of most down-
stream chemical products

climbed 25-35%, driven by
higher feedstock costs. 

“During Q2 FY27, our
businesses delivered a
strong performance des-
pite a complex operating
environment. Commodity
markets remained volatile
while geopolitical tensions
continued to weigh on glo-
bal supply chains,” said
CMD Mukesh D. Ambani.

“Our O2C business deli-
vered a particularly strong
performance this quarter,
led by tight fuel markets,
improved downstream pe-
trochemical deltas and
�rm domestic demand,”
he said. 

Mr. Ambani said Jio con-
tinued to register robust
growth across mobility,
home broadband and en-
terprise services, support-
ed by its proprietary tech-
nology stack and
expanding digital
o�erings.

RIL Q2 pro�t jumps
41% to ₹25,548 crore
on O2C, Jio strength
Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

RIL delivered a strong

performance despite a complex

operating environment. 

Indian Oil Corporation’s
(IOC) standalone net pro�t
more than doubled to
₹21,630 crore in the Sep-
tember quarter, buoyed by

improved re�ning margins
and a temporary decline in
benchmark crude oil
prices.

The oil marketing major
attributed the sharp rise in
pro�tability largely to lower
crude oil prices between

mid-June and mid-August,
coupled with robust mar-
gins in petrochemicals and
gas. However, it cautioned
that earnings in the coming
quarters could face pres-
sure. “Pro�tability in up-
coming quarters may be ad-

versely impacted by
inventory losses due to po-
tential fall in crude oil pric-
es with normalisation of sit-
uation in Middle East,” the
company said.

Indian Oil’s gross re�n-
ing margin (GRM), after

subtracting special addi-
tional excise duty (SAED),
rose to $18.52 per barrel
during the quarter, against
$10.66 a barrel in the cor-
responding period last
year. Revenue increased
nearly 30% to over ₹2.62

lakh crore. Domestic petro-
leum product sales grew
about 5% to 23.98 million
metric tonnes (MMT).

Re�nery throughput
rose 2.8% to 18.1 MMT,
while capacity utilisation
stood at 102.3%.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

IOC Q2 pro�t more than doubles on higher re�ning margins

Shares of Google parent Al-
phabet dived 12.6% to
$283.82 on the Nasdaq on
Thursday wiping out about
$482 billion of the compa-
ny’s market-cap after it re-
ported quarterly results,
renewing concerns over
whether heavy invest-
ments in arti�cial intelli-
gence (AI) will generate
enough returns

Thursday marked the
worst one-day fall since it
began trading in 2004, ac-
cording to reports.

Alphabet shares re-
mained under pressure on
Friday during pre-market
trading, slipping a further
0.42% to $282.64, as per a
media report. 

The sell-o� came after
the company reported its
quarterly results, renewing
concerns about whether its
heavy investments in arti�-
cial intelligence (AI) will
generate enough returns.

Alphabet’s revenue
grew 25% year-on-year to
$127.6 billion in the quarter
ended September 30. Net
pro�t slid to $26.5 billion
from $35 billion a year ear-
lier largely on losses in
equity investments. Ho-
wever, earnings from busi-
ness operations rose 30%
to $40.6 billion.

Bright spot
Google Cloud was a bright
spot with revenue more
than doubling to $30.7 bil-
lion. The division’s operat-
ing income rose to $11.1 bil-
lion from $3.6 billion.
Alphabet attributed the
growth to AI infrastructure
and solutions demand as
also core cloud services.

But the investment

needed to support this
growth is putting pressure
on the �rm’s cash �ow. Al-
phabet spent $51.4 billion
on capital expenditure in
the September quarter,
mainly on data centres,
servers and networking
gear. 

CFO Anat Ashkenazi
said infrastructure spend-
ing was a major reason for
the negative free cash �ow.
She also pointed to inven-
tory being built up for sales
of Google’s own AI chips,
called Tensor Processing
Units and a $5.2-billion
payment relating to a Euro-
pean Commission �ne.

Alphabet retained capi-
tal expenditure guidance
of $195 billion to $205 bil-
lion for 2026. Ms. Ashkena-
zi said capital expenditure
would increase signi�cant-
ly in 2027, indicating that
the high spending is likely
to continue.

Investors are also watch-
ing how AI is changing
Google’s main Search ad-
vertising business. Reve-
nue from Google Search
and related advertising
grew 12% to $63.35 billion
in the quarter, slower than
the 17% growth in the pre-
vious quarter. 

Google parent
Alphabet’s shares
dive 13% on AI spend

Thursday marked worst

one-day fall since it began

trading in 2004.

Balasubramanyam C.P.
CHENNAI

State-owned Gas Authority
of India Ltd (GAIL) ap-
proved, in principle, the
listing of wholly owned
subsidiary, GAIL Gas Ltd.
via an initial public o�ering
(IPO) in FY28 with the pa-
rent planning to dilute its
25% stake in the city gas
distributor. 

GAIL Gas now operates
independently in 16 geo-
graphical areas besides
having a presence in nine
other geographical areas
via joint ventures. Its distri-
bution infrastructure com-
prises 593 compressed nat-
ural gas (CNG) stations and
more than 8 lakh domestic
piped natural gas (D-PNG)
connections. The �rm is
looking to signi�cantly ex-
pand distribution footprint
over next two years.

At an analyst call, Satish
Kumar Sinha, director (�-
nance), GAIL, said GAIL
Gas was eyeing addition of
275 CNG stations and about
3.7 lakh new PNG connec-
tions during the period.

GAIL net doubles
GAIL Q2 net pro�t more
than doubled to ₹4,650.22
crore on a sharp improve-
ment in natural gas mar-
keting business. Overall re-
venue from operations
rose 31.2% year-on-year to
₹45,924 crore. This busi-
ness was the key driver of
pro�tability.

The segment’s pro�t be-
fore tax (PBT) jumped 2.5
times to ₹3,284.3 crore
while revenue grew 31% to
₹41,226.04 crore.

Natural gas transmis-
sion volumes stood at 130.1
million metric standard
cubic metres per day
(MMSCMD) in Q2. 

GAIL Gas 
IPO in FY28;
parent to
o�oad 25% 

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI
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X

The Scottish Police are in the “very early stage” of probing the late

U.S. sex o�ender Je�rey Epstein’s reported stay at the royal

Balmoral estate at the invite of ex-prince Andrew, U.K. media

reported Friday. He is believed to have visited the British monarch’s

estate in 1999, with his jailed accomplice Ghislaine Maxwell. AFP

Scottish Police probing Andrew,
Epstein stay at castle: U.K. media

LONDON

AFP
X

Patrick Stewart, the British Shakespearean actor who became a

Hollywood megastar through roles in the Star Trek and X-Men

franchises, died at his home in Los Angeles. He was 86. His death on

Wednesday came after a “brief journey” with Alzheimer’s and Lewy

body dementia, a statement on his social media accounts said. AFP

Hollywood actor Patrick Stewart,
Star Trek, X-Men star, dies at 86

LOS ANGELES

AP
X

Oman said on Friday it had rescued 25 sailors from merchant ship

RITI, flying the Panamanian flag, that was targeted and set ablaze,

as Iran reported three oil tankers were halted while crossing the

blockaded Strait of Hormuz. Tehran has restricted maritime tra�ic

through the strait since the West Asia war began on February 28. AFP

Oman rescues 25 sailors from
burning vessel, Iran halts tankers

MUSCAT

REUTERS
X

Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta declared Friday it was closing,

saying it had been “killed” by state pressure after years of

repression targeting its journalists who were critical of the Kremlin

and its Ukraine war. Founder, Dmitry Muratov, said the closure was

“part of a giant military campaign by the Russian Federation”. AFP

Russian paper Novaya Gazeta
shuts under Kremlin pressure

MOSCOW

AFP

I
sraeli forces have con-
tinued to commit war
crimes, crimes against

humanity and genocide in
the occupied Palestinian
territory even after the cea-
se�re agreement in Gaza, a
UN commission of inquiry
has said.

In a report presented to
the UN General Assembly,
the Independent Interna-
tional Commission of In-
quiry on the Occupied Pal-
estinian Territory said
Israeli military operations
and settler violence in the
West Bank were part of a
coordinated attack against
Palestinians, aimed at en-
trenching settlements, an-
nexing Palestinian territo-
ry and displacing its
population.

The commission,
Chaired by Justice Sriniva-
san Muralidhar, said more
than 75,000 Palestinians,
including at least 21,500
children and 11,000 wo-
men, had been killed
across the occupied Pales-
tinian territory since Oc-
tober 7, 2023, the day Ha-
mas carried out an attack
in Israel, killing 1,200 peo-
ple. It said the death toll
had continued to rise des-
pite the October 2025
cease�re.

“Failure to act now is
particularly egregious
against the backdrop of the
staggering death toll,

which has continued to
rise since the so-called cea-
se�re,” said Justice Mura-
lidhar in his statement at
the UN on October 26.   

Territorial control 
In Gaza, Israeli forces have
continued expanding their
territorial control, result-
ing in the killing and injur-
ing of Palestinian civilians,
including children, who
approach or cross the Yel-
low Line, which separates
Israel-military controlled
Gaza from the Palestine-
ruled parts of the enclave,
he said.    

The �ndings contradict-
ed claims by the Board of
Peace in its May report to
the Security Council that
the cease�re had largely
held and brought enor-
mous relief to civilians.

The Justice said the sit-

uation in the West Bank
had deteriorated signi�-
cantly since October 2023. 

The commission con-
cluded that Israel had com-
mitted crimes against hu-
manity, including
extermination, torture,
rape and other forms of
sexual violence. It also ac-
cused Israeli authorities of
persecution through dis-
criminatory rules of en-
gagement that applied ex-
clusively to Palestinians.

The report traced the
roots of Israeli violence to
policies dating back to the
1947-48 war, arguing that
Israel had sought to maxi-
mise territorial control
while minimising the Pal-
estinian population
through displacement and
the use of lethal force.

The report also docu-
ments the expansion of Is-

raeli military operations in
the West Bank, including
air strikes and the destruc-
tion of refugee camps. 

It says military opera-
tions since January 2025
have resulted in the largest
displacement of Palesti-
nians in the West Bank
since 1967, with 34,176 peo-
ple still displaced as of Au-
gust 2026.

Justice Muralidhar, ad-
dressing the gathering via a
video link, also criticised
Palestinian security forces
for using unnecessary or
disproportionate force
against Palestinians in the
West Bank. 

It said the Palestinian
Authority had failed to
conduct e�ective and im-
partial investigations into
killings and provide reme-
dies to victims.

Calling on Israel to end
its occupation and comply
with the International
Court of Justice’s (ICJ) July
2024 advisory opinion, Jus-
tice Muralidhar urged
Member states to stop pro-
viding assistance that
could sustain the occupa-
tion and settlements. He al-
so called on states to use all
available means to prevent
and punish genocide and
support the International
Criminal Court (ICC). 

He said he addressed
the committee through a
video statement because
he had not received a U.S.
visa despite e�orts to meet

the requirements.
Israel’s Permanent Re-

presentative to the UN
Danny Danon, in his res-
ponse, rejected the com-
mission’s �ndings, describ-
ing the report as “works of
historical �ction”. 

He accused the commis-
sion of “seeking to chal-
lenge Israel’s legitimacy”,
and said it had taken “ter-
rorist talking points and
turned them into an o�-
cial UN document.”

Evidence gathering 
Justice Muralidhar, in his
concluding remarks, de-
fended the commission’s
work, saying its �ndings
were based on “painstak-
ingly gathered evidence”.  

“The evidence gather-
ing protocols [of the com-
mission] were aligned with
those of the International
Court of Justice and the In-
ternational Criminal Court.
The commission followed
the highest professional
standards and reached
conclusions only after sa-
tisfying itself of the evi-
dence,” he said.

He added that the com-
mission was ready to share
its evidence with any ad-
judicatory body seeking to
investigate the allegations. 

“Israel has refused to
cooperate with the com-
mission and has denied it
access to the occupied Pal-
estinian territory since its
work began.”

‘Israel committed war crimes,
genocide even after Gaza truce’

A cruel occupation: Palestinian children stand amid the rubble after

a building was hit overnight by an Israeli strike in Gaza on Friday. AFP

Israeli military operations and settler violence in West Bank were part of coordinated attack against Palestinians, aimed at

entrenching settlements, annexing territory and displacing its population, says UN commission led by Justice Muralidhar 

Stanly Johny

Thousands of students and
workers took to the streets
across Italy on Friday, call-
ing for more school fund-
ing and relief from the
soaring cost of living, amid
a high police presence to
avert possible clashes.

Friday’s Italy-wide prot-
est comes after weeks of
demonstrations, led by stu-
dents who have set up tent
camps and occupied
schools to make their de-
mands heard, fuelled by si-
milar movements in near-
by France and Spain.

A general strike called
by Italy’s USB trade union
attracted thousands of
workers to Friday’s prot-
ests, including truck driv-
ers, taxi drivers and farm-
ers who have rallied in
recent weeks over the
spike in fuel prices and to
oppose rising defence
spending.

Marches were held in
dozens of cities in the
country, including in Bo-
logna, Genoa, Naples, and
Turin — where a few minor
skirmishes between prot-

esters and riot police oc-
curred at the start of the
protest. 

In Rome, university stu-
dent Beatrice Chilelli told
AFP students were “at a
breaking point”. “They
can’t a�ord to pay exorbi-
tant tuition fees, and rent...
which weighs heavily on
parents’ shoulders,” said
the 21-year-old, citing stu-
dent housing in Rome that
could reach 1,200 euros
per month for one room.

“We need more houses,
not bombs!” sang one
group in the crowd, as a
troupe of protesters gave a
brief performance imitat-
ing terri�ed civilians in a
Gaza bombing raid.

The Milan protest also
began at the central train
station, but then headed
outside the city — far from
the centre where young
vandals had looted stores,
destroyed property and
clashed with police two
weeks ago after another
sanctioned cost-of-living
demonstration. Police in
riot gear blocked o�
streets, but no major clash-
es had been reported as of
midday.

Besides students, the
demonstrators at Friday’s
protest included teachers,
workers and retired peo-
ple. Many pro-Palestine
�ags were seen in the
crowds in major cities. 

Thousands of students,
workers protest in Italy 
Agence France-Presse
ROME

Classes on streets: Students demonstrate demanding more funding

for education and better support for housing, in Rome on Friday. AFP

China has eradicated “se-
rious hidden dangers” in
its Communist Party and
military under President Xi
Jinping’s leadership, a se-
nior o�cial said on Friday,
a day after authorities con-
�rmed the expulsion of a
record 33 �gures.

In more than a decade
in charge, Mr. Xi has
cracked down hard on
graft, ensnaring thousands
of o�cials and purging do-
zens of members of the po-
werful Central Committee
and a string of the top mil-
itary brass.

As a four-day plenum of
the Central Committee
wrapped up on Thursday,
state media con�rmed 33
more dignitaries had been
ejected, including former
Politburo member Zhang
Youxia, once China’s high-
est-ranking general.

The plenum adopted a
decision on “advancing full
and rigorous governance
of the party”, which in-
cludes reducing corrup-
tion among cadres, state
news agency Xinhua said.

Proponents say China’s
corruption purge pro-
motes clean governance,
but analysts have said the
moves were aimed at pav-
ing the way for Mr. Xi to ex-
tend his rule at a Party
Congress due in the se-
cond half of 2027.

The Central Committee,
“with Comrade Xi Jinping

at its core”, has “eliminat-
ed serious hidden dangers
within the Party, the state
and the military,” Zhang
Fuhai, deputy secretary of
the Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), said on Friday. 

The party, he told repor-
ters, had been guided by
the sense of mission that
“we would rather o�end
thousands than let down
1.4 billion people”. 

The CCDI’s Mr. Zhang
said on Friday discipline
inspection and superviso-
ry organs in the country
have punished 7.9 million
people since 2012. E�orts
to weed out corruption will
be “deepened”, he vowed. 

The plenum also saw
Zhang Shengmin, who has
spearheaded the anti-graft
drive and serves as Mr. Xi’s
number two in the Central
Military Commission, pro-
moted to the Politburo, the
top decision-making body.

China expels 33 o�cials as
Xi’s ‘anti-graft drive’ widens 
Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

Xi Jinping

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's camp �nished
ahead of the Opposition
but remained well short of
a parliamentary majority,
according to �nal results
from Israel's general elec-
tion released early Friday.

Mr. Netanyahu’s coali-
tion of right-wing and far-
right parties won 53 of the
Knesset’s 120 seats, with
his Likud party remaining
the largest single faction
with 27 seats. The Opposi-
tion bloc, led by centrist
Gadi Eisenkot, secured 48
seats.

The results from the
Central Elections Commit-
tee also con�rmed a dra-
matic breakthrough by
Arab groupings Ra’am and
the Joint List, which to-
gether won 19 seats and
could emerge as kingmak-
ers in coalition talks.

The two parties were
targeted by unproven elec-
tion-fraud allegations cir-
culated by Mr. Netanyahu’s
camp on Thursday. 

Israel’s Shin Bet domes-

tic security agency said it
was investigating suspect-
ed irregularities but added
it was not intended to “cast
aspersions or place blame
on an entire sector that
went out to vote in a demo-
cratic and lawful manner”.

The �nal results will be
formally presented on
Wednesday to President
Isaac Herzog, who will
then begin consultations
with party leaders before
tasking one of them with
trying to form a govern-
ment, the commission
said. The absence of a ma-
jority bloc points to poten-
tially di�cult coalition ne-
gotiations that could last
for weeks.

Netanyahu’s bloc
�nishes ahead, but
falls short of majority 

Benjamin Netanyahu 

Agence France-Presse
JERUSALEM 
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T
he charm of a long season in any
sport is that it lets those who start
slowly come back and spring a sur-
prise or two, making the year even

more exciting.
In F1 2026, it was clear from the start that

Mercedes had stolen a march on its rivals and
would be hard to beat for both titles. Ferrari was
its closest competitor early in the year, but there
was never a clear indication that the Scuderia
could mount a serious bid. 

The development curve

One reason is that the Prancing Horse has histor-
ically struggled to develop its car throughout the
season. Over the last decade, the Italian marque
has often innovated and started the year strong-
ly, but hasn’t sustained that momentum. Ferrari
brought consistent performance to the car only
in 2024, when it came within a handful of points
of clinching the constructors’ title. 

This season, McLaren and Red Bull started
with an uncompetitive package but have since
begun to trouble Mercedes regularly.

Red Bull in particular had a di�cult �rst half
of the year, often being just the fourth-best car.
The energy drinks out�t, though, has since
transformed its season, with Max Verstappen

Max senses things we
cannot measure with our

data analysis and sensors in the car.
His technical sensitivity is
outstanding, probably without any
equivalent

Max has that capability to
pinpoint what is limiting

performance. He already felt at the
beginning of this year that there was a
problem with the steering rack, and
we couldn’t see it

LAURENT MEKIES
RED BULL TEAM PRINCIPAL

S. Dipak Ragav

The four-time world champion’s extraordinary feel for the car has

proven invaluable in the energy drink giant’s maiden attempt at

building its own power unit. After a di�cult �rst half of the season,

Red Bull �nally has a winning package. Although it has come too late

to a�ect the title race, the turnaround o�ers an indication of why

Verstappen evokes such reverence within F1

ery little thing the car tells him are crucial to
�nding those last tenths or hundredths of a
second.

Another driver who exempli�es that trait is
Fernando Alonso. The Spaniard is probably one
of the most adaptable drivers to have ever raced
in F1. Irrespective of the limitations of the car, he
consistently �nds a way to get the most out of it
even if he is never the outright quickest over a
lap. But over a race distance, his ability to feel
the changing grip conditions and adjust is prob-
ably second to none, which allows him to extract
results from bad cars that not many can manage.
It is one reason why he is still able to operate at
such a high level at 45.

Even though the records show only two titles,
it would be nigh impossible to have a debate on
the greatest drivers in F1 without Alonso featur-
ing very high on that list.

It’s a quality that also adds to Verstappen’s ex-
alted standing. Earlier in the season, Mekies re-
called that the Dutch driver found a steering-
rack issue the data didn’t show.

“It is a fact that Max senses things we cannot
measure with our current data analysis and sen-
sors in the car. I will be very honest about that.
That is the result of his extraordinary sensitivity
in the car and his technical level.

“To give an example, Max already felt at the
beginning of this year that there was a problem
with the steering rack, and we couldn’t see it.
But thanks to him, we were able to solve it. As a
team, we have only bene�ted from that,” Mekies
added.

His former teammate Alexander Albon re-
marked that Verstappen can handle a car on the
nose, even if it makes the rear unstable. Albon
o�ered a sense of the sharpness of the frog end
by comparing it to controlling the cursor on a
computer screen by turning the mouse sensitiv-
ity to maximum. 

De�ning story

It perfectly sums up a de�ning story of Red Bull
during the Verstappen years, in which his team-
mates start the campaign close to his pace but
struggle as the season goes on. 

Even this year, until the summer break, Isack
Hadjar matched Verstappen, but after the up-
grade was introduced in Baku, the Frenchman
has struggled to keep up even as the car as a
whole has found a higher ceiling.

Across sports, statistics don’t always tell the
whole story. This is particularly true in F1, where
the machinery plays a huge role. The fact that
Verstappen can live with a car built closer to a
theoretical peak, in a way in which no other
driver can, shows why he is regarded as the best
on the grid even in seasons in which he doesn’t
win the drivers’ title.

How Red Bull
tapped Max’s
sensitive side

winning two of the last three events and �nish-
ing third in the other.

Last year, Red Bull showed it could develop
the car right through the season, bringing Ver-
stappen into the title �ght and keeping him in it
until the last race. It has managed the �rst part
again this year. 

While clawing back the de�cit under a new
rule-set in such a short time frame is impressive
in its own right, Verstappen’s victory in Sepang,
Malaysia (Bahrain GP!) is even more special be-
cause it marked the team’s �rst win as a power
unit (PU) manufacturer in its maiden attempt.

Over the last few races, the team has worked
on both the chassis and PU fronts to suddenly
have a car capable of challenging for wins, at
least in Verstappen’s hands. This brings us to the
next point: how much a driver can in�uence a
team’s development trajectory.

In a complex sport like F1, driver feedback is
vital to help engineers �nd the right develop-
ment path. Often, teams prefer to follow the pre-
ferences of their fastest driver. This is typically
the best approach, but sometimes it can send the
team down a wrong alley, as a driver’s preferred
style might not be the most e�cient way to gen-
erate lap time. This is where insightful feedback
from the driver can help the team iron out issues
and unlock the car’s performance. 

While F1 is largely engineering-driven, in that

most of the lap time is gained in wind tunnels and
computational �uid dynamics (CFD) analysis,
and getting the right package onto the track, the
driver still matters. 

Sometimes, while the wind tunnel data might
show a car’s theoretical potential, accessing that
on track might be di�cult, which could a�ect ov-
erall lap time. How close a driver gets to that po-
tential is what separates the very good from the
great. Right now, few can match Verstappen.

Red Bull team boss Laurent Mekies recently
said his driver’s inputs helped with the upgrades.

An outlier attribute

“His input is massive, and his technical sensitiv-
ity is outstanding, probably without any equiva-
lent and therefore yes, he has that capability to
pinpoint what is limiting performance,” Mekies
said after the Singapore GP win.

This strength allows the four-time champion
to get the most out of a tricky car and do won-
ders that his teammates seldom can.

The best drivers often arrive at solutions ear-
lier than most. During pre-season testing in Bah-
rain, Verstappen started downshifting aggres-
sively to �rst gear in corners — drivers usually
took them in second — for better energy recov-
ery and management. By the end of the test, oth-
ers started following suit. Things like these and
having the mental processing capacity to feel ev-
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STACKING UP
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In a
complex
sport like
F1, driver
feedback 
is vital in
helping
engineers
�nd the
right deve-
lopment
path. The
driver's
inputs 
can unlock
a car’s
performance
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agiz Kaan Erdogmus could well be the
world’s most talented 15-year-old
chess player. The Turkish prodigy —
the fourth youngest Grandmaster in

history at the time he achieved the honour — is
currently ranked 17th, with a highly impressive
Elo rating of 2731. Five-time World champion
Magnus Carlsen believes the teenager’s quality of
chess is unprecedented for his age. Erdogmus
was in Bengaluru recently for the Tech Mahindra
Global Chess League, in which he played for PBG
Alaskan Knights. Excerpts from an interview he
gave The Hindu:

You made your debut at the Global Chess
League.

It is a very big tournament and it was an amazing
feeling to play in a tournament featuring players
like Magnus Carlsen and Vishy [Viswanathan
Anand]. I have a lot of respect for Vishy because
of what he has done for Indian chess. I also en-
joyed being part of my team, PBG Alaskan
Knights. After the games we would be talking
with each other. Sometimes we would discuss
the games we played. And sometimes we would
play bullet games. It was all great fun.

This is your second visit to India. You had
played at the World Cup in Goa last year.

The Indian players are so talented and the people
here are very friendly. They really love chess. In-
dia is really big in the chess world.

Arjun Erigaisi is your teammate at Alaskan
Knights.

I have a very good relationship with him. I like
him as a player too. He always �nds some inter-
esting opening ideas. And when he plays, he is al-
so very creative. His time management is also ve-
ry nice. Nihal Sarin is also creative and �nds
interesting ideas. And he is very good at speed
chess. Pragg [R. Praggnanandhaa] is excellent
in openings. And he plays very bravely, ac-
tually. Sometimes he takes big risks.

Which seems to be paying o�
particularly well for him of late…

Yes, he has recently won a lot of tourna-
ments. He just wants to beat everyone.
He isn’t afraid of anyone.

How is the state of chess
back home in Turkey,
after your emergence
as a world class
player?

Yes, it is becoming a
bit more popular
because of me and
also because of
Ediz [Gurel]. Ediz
has also been
playing very well.

Yes, both of you are
in the top 100.

Earlier, we had Mustafa Yil-
maz in the top 100. He
dropped his rating, so he is
not in that list anymore. This is

the �rst time that Turkey has two players in the
top 100.

So back in Turkey, more people are
recognising you? And are there more boys
and girls playing chess now?

Yes. Chess is growing in Turkey, and that makes
me very happy.

You have this big sponsorship…

Yes, from [Turkish entrepreneur
and chess philanthropist] Eren
Ucok. He has supported me in so
many ways, both �nancially and
personally. It is not just about the �-

nancial support. He always believes
in me and motivates me. So I am very
lucky to have someone like him.

How did it happen?

Some time back, he had de-
cided to support chess and I
was actually doing very well
at the time; I had some
great performances. At �rst
he supported me, and now
he is supporting other
young talents.

At the highest level,
chess is a very
expensive sport…

Indeed, I am very lucky. Be-
cause for most people, spon-

sorship is an issue.

The world’s youngest
Grandmaster, Abhimanyu

Mishra, doesn’t have a sponsor.

Yes. For me the sponsorship came at the right
time.

How did you get interested in chess?

While I was studying at kindergarten, and I was
six at the time, we had chess lessons. That is how
I learned the game. And I really liked the chess
pieces.

Any pieces in particular, like bishop or
knight?

Maybe I preferred knight. It can be more tricky. I
really liked the game. And I joined some course
in chess and that was how it started.

Then you became the European Under-8
champion, winning all your �rst eight
games.

Yes I won the title with a round to spare.

That must have given you a lot of con�dence
early in your career.

Yes, it did. And everyone became aware that I ac-
tually became the European champion and that
made me a little bit popular in my country.

Two years ago, you became the world’s
fourth youngest Grandmaster in history.

It means a lot to me. I was very happy. Both me
and my father were crying after I got my GM title.
It was maybe the biggest point in my career.

Last year, you came up with a �ne
performance at the Grand Swiss
tournament. Your game against India’s
Aditya Mittal was much appreciated and it
was one of the best games of the year. You
allowed White to have two queens on the
board, you sacri�ced your own queen and
checkmated him with a pawn.

I calculated everything until then. It just worked
and I just went for that. Yes, it was a nice win, but
I had won some other games by sacri�cing pieces
in the past, too.

So, you must enjoy Mikhail Tal’s chess.

Yes, I obviously have checked his games. I like
him, but Magnus Carlsen is my favourite player.

You must have felt happy when Carlsen said
some great things about you after your
performance at the Grand Swiss. He said the
level of your play was unprecedented for a
14-year-old.

Yes, I was very happy to hear that. But, at the
Grand Swiss, I was hoping to do better after start-
ing very well. I had beaten Levon Aronian, but
lost a very stupid game against Hans Niemann.
And that made me sad. After that, I couldn’t qual-
ify for the Candidates. I had some good chances,
but then I lost two games. And my chances were
over for the Candidates.

Which was won by Javokhir Sindarov, who
will now challenge D. Gukesh for the World
title match, which begins in Geneva in
November. Your thoughts on the match?

Sindarov, I feel, is a favourite, little bit actually. He
has had some very good performances and has
done better than Gukesh of late. But anything can
happen in a World championship match.

What are your ambitions?

I just want to improve my rating. And I want to
keep on playing in good tournaments.

I like Mikhail Tal, but Magnus
Carlsen is my favourite player
Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus’

precocious talent

evokes comparisons

to elite Grandmasters.

In this chat, the

15-year-old talks about

his chess journey, the

game’s growth in

Turkey, the role of

sponsorship in young

careers and his

famous pawn

checkmate against

two queens

INTERVIEW

Yagiz Kaan Erdogmus

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Both me
and my
father were
crying after
I got my
GM title. It
was maybe
the biggest
point in my
career

SUDHAKARA JAIN

FIDE 

Arjun [Erigaisi] �nds some
interesting opening ideas. Nihal

Sarin is also creative and very good at speed
chess. Pragg just wants to beat everyone
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Daiki Hashimoto, seen here on
the pommel horse, recently
staked his claim to being one of
the greatest male gymnasts of
all time by securing his fourth
straight all-around title at the
Artistic Gymnastics World
championships in Rotterdam.

The 25-year-old from Japan,
who has also won three Olympic
gold medals, retained his crown
to win his seventh gold — his
14th medal — at the
championships. Vitaly Scherbo
(12 gold, 7 silver, 4 bronze) is the
most decorated male gymnast
in the competition’s history.

The weeklong marquee event

is one “where power meets
poise, expression meets
precision, and artistry meets
ambition on a global stage”. 

The World championships
dates back to 1903 in Antwerp,
where only male gymnasts
competed. Women’s events
were introduced in Budapest in
1934. In artistic gymnastics,

athletes perform short routines
on di�erent apparatus, including
floor, pommel horse, rings,
vault, parallel bars, horizontal
bar, uneven bars and balance
beam.

The Rotterdam
championships also served as
the first artistic gymnastics
qualifier for the LA Olympics.
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All-time great
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X

With the wind, it didn’t dew up. You have to bowl well against these

guys and we did. The guys bashed through and we managed to take

wickets in the PowerPlay. We saw a couple fly through at the start.

There was a little (bit of spice) on the wicket, which we wanted —

New Zealand skipper Mitchell Santner.

Wickets in the PowerPlay made
the di�erence, feels Santner

TREND-SETTER

AFP
X

Arshdeep Singh scripted history by becoming the first Indian bowler

to reach 150 wickets in T20Is. Arshdeep achieved the feat by

dismissing Mitchell Santner in the fourth T20I against New Zealand

in Auckland on Friday. The left-arm pacer has 150 wickets in 103

matches at an average of 20.62 and an economy of 8.65.

Arshdeep becomes �rst Indian 
to claim 150 wickets in T20Is

LEADING THE CHARGE

CREIMAS/BCCI
X

West Indies captain Roston Chase (three for 25) ripped through

Bangladesh’s top-order to leave the host at 79 for six in the second

innings on day three of the first Test in Mirpur on Friday. Bangladesh

held a 106-run lead at stumps. The scores: Bangladesh 272 & 79/6

in 29 overs vs. WI 245 in 82.5 overs (Tagenarine 56, Hasan 4/33).

Chase sparks Bangladesh collapse,
gives West Indies the edge 

ROARING BACK 

AFP
X

Mumbai Indians on Friday named Robin Uthappa as its batting

coach ahead of the 2027 Indian Premier League season. New

Zealand’s Mitchell McClenaghan was appointed the bowling coach

while T. Dilip and Dhawal Kulkarni will be the fielding coach and

development bowling coach respectively.

Uthappa named MI batting coach;
McClenaghan, too, joins franchise 

NEW SET

FILE PHOTO: K.V.S. GIRI

NEW ZEALAND

Tim Seifert c Prince b Mayank 3
(5b), Finn Allen c Abhishek b Axar
31 (17b, 2x4, 2x6), Daryl Mitchell
lbw b Mayank 24 (9b, 2x4, 2x6),
Glenn Phillips c Abhishek b Nitish
107 (49b, 6x4, 10x6), Bevon
Jacobs c Arshdeep b Mayank 7
(7b), Michael Bracewell lbw b
Prince 65 (25b, 4x4, 6x6), Mitchell
Santner c Nitish b Arshdeep 5
(6b), Nathan Smith (not out) 6
(3b, 1x4), Adam Milne (not out) 1
(1b); Extras (lb-1, nb-2, w-7): 10;
Total (for seven wkts. in 20
overs): 259.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-5 (Seifert, 0.6 overs), 2-34
(Mitchell, 2.5), 3-93 (Allen, 7.6),
4-112 (Jacobs, 10.4), 5-227
(Bracewell, 17.2), 6-246 (Santner,
18.6), 7-252 (Phillips, 19.2).

INDIA BOWLING

Mayank 4-0-48-3, Arshdeep
4-0-38-1, Prince 4-0-49-1, Nitish
4-0-64-1, Axar 3-0-43-1, Dhir
1-0-16-0.

INDIA

Sanju Samson c Seifert b Du�y 4
(2b, 1x4), Abhishek Sharma c
Santner b Fisher 27 (15b, 3x4,

1x6), Ishan Kishan c & b Du�y 0
(3b), Shreyas Iyer b Milne 22 (11b,

4x4), Axar Patel c & b Santner 7
(9b, 1x4), Nitish Kumar c
Bracewell b Santner 21 (10b,

2x6), Tilak Varma c Seifert b
Fisher 35 (35b, 1x4, 3x6), Naman
Dhir c Smith b Du�y 28 (13b, 2x4,

2x6), Arshdeep Singh c Jacobs b
Du�y 0 (1b), Prince Yadav (not
out) 18 (17b, 2x4, 1x6), Mayank
Yadav (not out) 3 (4b); Extras
(lb-3, w-4): 7; Total (for nine wkts.
in 20 overs): 172.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-4 (Samson, 0.2), 2-4 (Kishan,
0.5), 3-50 (Abhishek, 4.3), 4-56
(Shreyas, 5.3), 5-86 (Nitish, 8.1),
6-89 (Axar, 8.4), 7-121 (Dhir, 11.2),
8-121 (Arshdeep, 11.3), 9-158
(Tilak, 18.4).

NEW ZEALAND BOWLING

Du�y 4-0-23-4, Milne 4-0-35-1,
Smith 4-0-47-0, Fisher 4-0-40-2,
Santner 4-0-24-2.

Toss: India; PoM: Phillips.

New Zealand won by 87 runs,

India ahead 3-1 in five-match

series.

Fifth T20I: November 1,
Hamilton, 12.30 p.m. IST. 

SCOREBOARD

�

G
lenn Phillips
smashed a sublime
century as New

Zealand made its highest
T20I score in an 87-run win
over India on Friday.

Phillips hit 10 sixes and
six fours as he blasted 107
from just 49 balls, steering
the host to a record 259 for
seven in the fourth T20I.
The No. 4 batter was well
supported by Michael Bra-
cewell (65, 25b, 4x4, 6x6).

India won the toss for
the fourth time running,
electing again to bowl after
the ploy led it to a 3-0 se-
ries lead. 

Phillips, who scored his
third T20I century, made a
lightning start after coming
to the crease with the score
at 34 for two in the third
over, and initially found an
able ally in opener Finn Al-
len (31, 17b, 2x4, 2x6).

New Zealand’s innings
was teetering at 112 for four
in the 11th over when Be-
von Jacobs was removed.
But Bracewell’s arrival her-
alded a 115-run partnership
in just 40 balls. Phillips hit
four straight sixes o� Nitish

Kumar in the 16th over to
begin the �nal onslaught,
with 85 runs coming from
the last �ve overs.

In reply, India lost two
wickets in the opening ov-
er, Sanju Samson and Ish-
an Kishan falling to Jacob
Du�y. Needing 13 runs per

over, the Men in Blue lost
their way as New Zealand’s
bowlers adjusted far better
to the conditions.

Jacob Du�y �nished
with four for 23, and Mitch-
ell Santner took two for 24,
as India’s e�ort ended at
172 for nine.

The No. 4 batter smashes a 49-ball 107 to propel the home team to 259 for seven, its highest in the format; the Men in Blue

lose their way early and go down by 87 runs in the fourth T20I; Bracewell (65) and Du�y (four for 23), too, shine for the host

INDIA IN NZ

Phillips sends India on a leather
hunt as Black Caps pull one back

Agence France-Presse
AUCKLAND

Onslaught: Phillips smashed four successive sixes o� Nitish 

to kickstart New Zealand’s final push. AFP

Centuries from Ryan Rick-
elton and Wiaan Mulder
lifted South Africa back in-
to contention against Aus-
tralia on day four of the
third and �nal Test at New-
lands on Friday.

South Africa began the
day only 40 runs ahead
and four wickets down.
But a �ghtback led by wick-
etkeeper Rickelton (101)
and all-rounder Mulder
(115) earned it a lead of 287.
Left-arm pacer Mitchell
Starc took three wickets for
a match haul of nine. Mul-
der’s dismissal in the day’s
last over ended South Afri-
ca’s second innings at 387,
giving Australia the entire
�fth day to score 288 and
win the three-Test series
which is tied 1-1.

The scores: South Africa 329 &
387 in 134.4 overs (Ackerman 62,
Rickelton 101, Mulder 115) vs.
Australia 429.

Rickelton,
Mulder lead
South Africa’s
�ghtback 

Agencies
CAPE TOWN

AUSTRALIA IN SA

Substitute Vinith Venka-
tesh’s injury-time equaliser
salvaged a point for Benga-
luru FC as it held North-
East United FC to a 1-1 draw
in the Indian Super League
at the Indira Gandhi Stadi-
um in Guwahati on Friday. 

Vinith’s right-footed
strike into the bottom-left
corner in the third minute
of stoppage time cancelled
out M.S. Jithin’s goal in the
15th minute. 

Vinith’s goal was a result
of a defensive mix-up bet-
ween ’keeper Gurmeet
Singh and Eneko Satruste-
gui while Jithin’s opener
came courtesy a counter-
attacking move.

The draw maintains
both teams’ unbeaten re-
cords, as NorthEast conti-
nues its position atop the
table with eight points
from four matches and
BFC is second on seven
points from three games.

The result: NorthEast United FC
1 (Jithin 15) drew with Bengaluru
FC 1 (Vinith 90+3).

Vinith’s stoppage-time
goal earns BFC a point

Sports Bureau

ISL

Like mentor, like mentee: Vinith, right, celebrates with Chhetri

after netting the equaliser. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Saturday marks a less re-
membered but a signi�-
cant half century for In-
dian sport.

It was on October 31 in
1976 that the �rst women’s
Test between India and the
West Indies got underway
at the M. Chinnaswamy
Stadium in Bengaluru. In
the 50 years since, India
may have played only 42
Tests more, and that is an
issue no doubt, but wo-
men’s cricket has changed
beyond recognition, with
teams across the world get-
ting to play so many limit-
ed-overs games right
through the year.

It was only on Wednes-
day that India played Zim-
babwe in an ODI at Vadod-
ara. On the same day at
Kochi the WPL’s mini auc-
tion was held. A 15-year-old
Uma Kashvi was picked up
by Delhi Capitals for ₹10
lakh. G. Kamalini, three
years older, was bought by
Gujarat Giants for ₹40 lakh.

And watching the auc-
tion was Shubhangi Kulkar-
ni, as a member of the
BCCI Apex Council. There
had been little money in
women’s cricket till not so
long ago.

Shubhangi was one of
India’s stars from that Test
against the West Indies.
With her leg-spin, she took
�ve for 48 in the �rst in-
nings, and two for 28 in the
second.

She also had a hand in
the �rst two wickets the
visiting side lost in the �rst
essay. She caught opener
Gloria Gill at slip o� the

bowling of left-arm spinner
Sharmila Chakraborty and
played a part in the run out
of Louise Browne.

“It was a dream begin-
ning to my Test career, and
a day I will always cherish,”
Shubhangi told The Hindu.

“Before the series, we had
attended a coaching camp

conducted by Lala Amar-
nath. I had learnt a few
new tricks from him and
from my coach, Kamal
Bhandarkar, and was really
looking forward to trying
them out on the interna-
tional stage.”

Those tactics worked.
The match was drawn. As
were the following two
Tests at Chennai and New
Delhi, but India won the
fourth at Patna.

Shubhangi took seven
wickets in India’s �rst-ever
win in international wo-
men’s cricket. In a low-
scoring match, the only �f-
ty was scored by India’s
wicketkeeper-opener Fow-
zieh Khalili, who made 58
in the �rst innings.

“What made the expe-
rience even more special
was playing in front of a
packed stadium,” recalls
Shubhangi. “After the
match, the crowd sur-
rounded our bus and simp-
ly wouldn’t let it move!”

The women’s game,
though, has moved on.
And what a 50!

Celebrating a milestone
for women’s cricket

P.K. Ajith Kumar

Blast from the past: Diana Edulji traps Gloria Gill in front of the

wicket in the second Test at Chennai in 1976. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

INDIA AT 50

Shubhangi played a key role in

India’s maiden Test series.
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Sindhu meets Anmol 
in the semifinal

SAARBRUCKEN: P.V. Sindhu
cruised into the women’s
singles semi�nals of the
Hylo Open Super 500
badminton tournament
with a 21-12, 21-10 win over
Germany’s Amalie Schulz
on Friday. Sindhu will next
face compatriot Anmol
Kharb after the latter
knocked out sixth seed
and fellow Indian Unnati
Hooda 21-17, 18-21, 21-16 in
a hard-fought contest.

In men’s singles, Lakshya
Sen came back from a
game down against
Finland’s Kalle Koljonen to
seal a last-four spot. He
won 14-21, 21-17, 21-13 in an
hour and six minutes.

Prasidh to miss ODIs
against New Zealand

India pacer Prasidh
Krishna has been ruled
out of the upcoming ODI
series in New Zealand
after failing to recover
from a hamstring injury.

Prasidh was initially
named in the squad for
the �rst three of the �ve
ODIs, subject to �tness
clearance. The 30-year-old
will join the India-A squad
to stake a claim for the
two-Test series.

Fast bowler Mohammed
Siraj and all-rounder Nitish
Kumar will also link up
with India-A for the

second and third ‘Tests’
respectively.

Anvay and Aaryavir 
in India squad for
under-19 Asia Cup
Anvay Dravid and Aaryavir
Sehwag were on Friday
named in India’s squad for
the under-19 Asia Cup, to
be played in Muscat from
November 5 to 14.
The squad:

Lakshya Raichandani (Capt.),
Yashbardhan Singh Chauhan
(Vice-capt.), Aaryavir Sehwag, V.K.
Vineeth, Kushagra Ojha, Arjun
Rajput, Manal Chauhan, Anvay
Dravid (wk), Rajat Baghel (wk), V.
Yashveer, Aryan Savsani, Mohit
Ulva, Kavya Patel, Shavin Vinod,
Ishan Sood.

India’s schedule:

Nov. 6: vs. Nepal; Nov. 8: vs.
Pakistan; Nov. 10: vs. UAE.

SNAPSHOTS
�

Sindhu. GETTY IMAGES 

Three goals in the �nal
quarter ensured India
would maintain its win-
ning run in the Asian
Champions Trophy hockey
but the 4-1 victory against
Japan on Friday was not
the cakewalk the scoreline
would suggest. India also
advanced to the semi�nals.

The defending cham-
pion was stretched and
tested to the limit by a
team ranked eight places
below in the world. It was a
display of defensive disci-
pline and positive play
from the Japanese who
never backed o� despite
India’s best e�orts.

The domination seen
from the host in the pre-
vious two outings was
nowhere to be seen, either
in the numbers or on the
�eld, for the �rst 45 mi-
nutes. Japan’s resilience
made the match exciting. It
was the �rst real test for In-
dia, which appeared in a
hurry for large periods in
contrast to Japan’s patient
approach.

A perfectly-positioned
Abhishek in front of the

goal slammed in Sukhjeet’s
pass from the backline to
go ahead in the 11th mi-
nute. Shota Yamada drew
level four minutes later
through a penalty stroke
that Suraj Karkera had no
answer to. It came o� Ja-
pan’s fourth penalty cor-
ner after a goalbound shot
bounced o� Sanjay’s shoul-
der. 

The scoreline remained
that way for the next half
hour before India upped
the ante, increasing the
pace and going all out. 

“The talk at half-time
was just to go all out on the
press, keep pushing Japan
back and attack,” both
coach Craig Fulton and
Abhishek revealed. 

The urgency wasn’t sur-
prising; Japan’s dominance
in the �rst half was — four
PCs to India’s none, six cir-
cle entries to four and just
one shot on target for the
home side.

The Japanese plan was
simple — stick to the basics,
draw the Indians in and
then push through the
gaps with long passes to
cut turnover chances and
not concede PCs. 

India had just one PC in
the entire match and two
cancelled after review. Har-
manpreet was �nally
called in to restore the lead
in the 47th minute.

Korea, meanwhile,
struck twice in as many mi-
nutes soon after resump-
tion to overturn China’s
one-goal lead, then held on
to register its �rst win. Ma-
laysia thrashed Bangladesh
6-1 to remain unbeaten and
join India in the semi�nals.

The results: India 4 (Abhishek
11, 51, Harmanpreet 47-pc,
Vishnukant Singh 56) bt Japan 1
(Shota Yamada 15-ps); Malaysia 6
(Abu Kamal Azrai 14, 22-pc,
Akhimullah Anuar 29-pc,
Azimuddin Kamaruddin 32-pc,
Shello Silverius 33, Aiman Rozemi
50-pc) bt Bangladesh 1 (Amirul
Islam 26-pc); Korea 2 (Kim Yong
Bok 35, Kim Jae Ho 36) bt China 1
(Chen Chongcong 8-ps).

India extends winning run,
seals spot in the semi�nals

Uthra Ganesan
JALANDHAR

It was a memorable 150th

appearance for Abhishek.

HOCKEY INDIA

ACT
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The Relentless Sprinter is a book that o�ers a
behind-the-scenes account of how Shanker Basu,
former strength and conditioning head of the
Indian men’s cricket team, oversaw the making
of an elite sprinter. At its heart is athlete Nithin’s
journey from injury and self-doubt to setting an
open national 200m record of 20.66 seconds.
The book places Basu’s process-driven
philosophy under the spotlight, examining the
training systems, scienti�c approach, mindset
shifts and di�cult decisions that shaped Nithin’s
progress. Featuring actual workouts, candid
re�ections and thought-provoking questions, it
o�ers a rare insight into the discipline and rigour
behind high-performance sport. The book was
released by Shanker and Nithin in Chennai on
Friday.

Shanker Basu’s new book The
Relentless Sprinter released

INBRIEF
�

Bangladesh vs. West Indies: First Test, Day 4, FanCode,
9.30 a.m.

South Africa vs. Australia: Third Test, Day 5, Eurosport &
FanCode, 2 p.m.

ISL: Sony Sports Ten 2 & LIV App, 5 & 7.30 p.m.

Premier League: SS Select 1, 2 & JioHotstar, 6, 8.30 & 11
p.m.

LaLiga: FanCode, 6.30, 8.45, 11 p.m. & 1.30 a.m. (Sunday)

Serie A: Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & Z5 App, 7.30 & 10.30 p.m.

Bundesliga: Unite8 Sports 1, 2 & Z5 App, 8 & 11 p.m.

Formula One: Mexico GP (Qualifying), F1 TV, F1 TV Pro App &
FanCode, 2.30 a.m. (Sunday)

New Zealand-A vs. India-A: Second ‘Test’ Day 2, Sony
Sports Ten 1 & LIV, 3.30 a.m.(Sunday)

LIVE TELECAST

�

HYDERABAD: Trainer K.S.V.
Prasad Raju’s Cherie Chevalier,
ridden by P. Sai Kumar, won the
Telangana Race Horse Owners As-
sociation Trophy, the feature
event of the concluding day’s races
of the Hyderabad Monsoon Races
2026, here on Friday (Oct. 30).
The winner is owned by Mrs.
Smita Bajoria, M/s. Seshadri Reddy
Pochana, Bollineni Krishnaiah,
Teegala Vijender Reddy, Teegala
Sumant Reddy & Pochana Arjun
Reddy. 
LEADING OWNER: C. Aryama
Sundaram. LEADING TRAINER: D.
Netto (25 wins). LEADING JOCKEY:
Akshay Kumar (32 wins). LEADING
APPRENTICE JOCKEY: Sonu Kumar
(3 wins). CHAMPION HORSE:
Buddy (10 points). HORSE OF THE
SEASON: Corinthian.
1. BLUE MAX PLATE (1,200M):
AASHRITHA PET (Santosh Raj N R)
1, Amboseli (Darshan) 2, Char Ek
Char (Kuldeep Sr.) 3 and Pranava
(D.S. Deora) 4. Not run: Iconic
Star. 7-1/2, Neck and 3. 1m, 15.03s.
₹18 (w), 16, 10 and 22 (p). SHP: 31,
THP: 46, FP: 51, Q: 38, Tanala: 212.
Favourite: Aashritha Pet. Owners:
Mr. Sandeep Kumar Reddy Atla &
Mr. D.N. Kempegowda. Trainer:
Neelesh Rawal.
2. SIRCILLA PLATE (DIV. II)
(1,400M): BELGIUM WAFFLE (Mo-
hit Singh) 1, Bayone (D.S. Deora) 2,
Ashwa Vivegam (Gaurav) 3 and
Lina O Lina (V.S. Shekhawat) 4.
1m, 27.33. ₹15 (w), 12, 13 and 27 (p).
SHP: 32, THP: 64, FP: 37, Q: 31,
Tanala: 222. Favourite: Belgium
Waffle. Owner: Mr. Vipin Kalra.
Trainer: Jasbir Singh.
3. SHAMSHABAD PLATE (1,600M):
ASHWA JAFFNA (Gaurav Singh) 1,
Wind Castle (D.S. Deora) 2, Aakar-
shaka (Neeraj) 3 and December
Rain (Mohit) 4. 3/4, 5 and 1-1/2. 1m,
40.69s. ₹16 (w), 10 and 58 (p). SHP:
68, THP: 36, FP: 218, Q: 138,
Tanala: 427. Favourite: Ashwa
Jaffna. Owner: Mr. Ravinder Pal
Singh Chauhan. Trainer: N.
Ravinder Singh. 
4. SHAPHIR PLATE (1,600M): LOVE

ALL (Akshay Kumar) 1, Special Star
(P. Sai K) 2, La Quinta (Kuldeep Sr.)
3 and Federer (Arjun) 4. 4-1/2, 11-
3/4 and 1- 1/2. 1m, 38.90s. ₹10 (w),
10 and 16 (p). SHP: 17, THP: 28, FP:
18, Q: 15, Tanala: 28. Favourite:
Love All. Owners: Mr. M.
Raghunath rep. Gava Racing Syn-
dicate LLP & Mr. P. Amarender
Reddy. Trainer: K. Satheesh.

5. TEEGALA SULOCHANA REDDY
MEMORIAL TROPHY (2,000M): CE-
LESTIAL (Antony Raj S) 1, One Na-
tion (Akshay K) 2, Racing Ruler
(Kuldeep Sr.) 3 and Corte Madera
(P. Sai K) 4. 3/4, Head and 3/4. 2m,
06.30s. ₹60 (w), 18, 11 and 14 (p).
SHP: 31, THP: 26, FP: 180, Q: 75,
Tanala: 513. Favourite: One Nation.
Owners: M/s. Cyrus S. Poonawalla
& Adar C. Poonawalla rep. Villoo
Poonawalla Racing & Breeding
Pvt. Ltd. & S.R. Sanas. Trainer:
Laxman Singh.

6. TELANGANA RACE HORSE OWN-
ERS ASSOCIATION TROPHY
(1,600M): CHERIE CHEVALIER (P.
Sai Kumar) 1, Star Of Night (Antony
Raj) 2, Uchchaihshravas (Neeraj) 3
and Reigning Beauty (Md. Ismail)
4. 3/4, 1 and 2. 1m, 41.05s. ₹16 (w),
10, 15 and 18 (p). SHP: 34, THP: 41,
FP: 50, Q: 35, Tanala: 105. Favour-
ite: Cherie Chevalier. Owners: Mrs.
Smita Bajoria, M/s. Seshadri Reddy
Pochana, Bollineni Krishnaiah,
Teegala Vijender Reddy, Teegala
Sumant Reddy & Pochana Arjun
Reddy. Trainer: K.S.V. Prasad Raju.

7. SIRCILLA PLATE (DIV. I) (1,
400M): NYANZA (Darshan R.N.) 1,
Sara (Mohit) 2, Veera’s Lakshmi
(Santosh Raj) 3 and American Af-
fair (V.S. Shekhawat) 4. Not run:
Aprameya. 8-1/4, 3/4 and 2. 1m,
27.09s. ₹31 (w), 14, 33 and 22 (p).
SHP: 113, THP: 62, FP: 287, Q: 271,
Tanala: 975. Favourite: Veera’s
Lakshmi. Owner: Mr. S.A. Shehzad
Abbas. Trainer: Raza Shehzad. 

Jackpot: 70%: ₹3,749 (81 tkts.) &
30%: 226 (574 tkts.). 

Mini Jackpot: 159 (256 tkts.).

Treble: (i) 66 (401 tkts.), (ii) 1,405
(21 tkts.).

Cherie Chevalier obliges
in the main event

In Italy, newly promoted Frosinone continued its
unlikely rise up the standings by beating Lecce
5-1, making it 13 goals scored in the past three
games by coach Massimiliano Alvini’s team.
Frosinone, a small-city club near Rome, sits
sixth, just one point behind AC Milan after nine
Serie A rounds. Fiorentina drew 2-2 with Atalanta
in a back-and-forth game that kept both teams in
the bottom half of the table.

The results: Frosinone 5 (Cichella 25, Calo 45+1-pen,
Raimondo 59, Birligea 72, 90+4) bt Lecce 1 (Monteiro 82);
Fiorentina 2 (Njie 53, Mario 61) drew with Atalanta 2 (De
Ketelaere 41, Zalewski 74).

Frosinone’s fairytale run
continues in Italian football

Germany’s Alexander Zverev accelerated his
ascension to No. 1 in the world rankings for the
�rst time in his career as he beat Tallon
Griekspoor 6-4, 7-5 on Thursday to reach the
quarter-�nals of the Vienna Open. The
29-year-old Zverev will replace Jannik Sinner atop
the rankings on Monday regardless of his next
results. Sinner announced the end of his season
three weeks ago because of in�ammation in his
right knee. Zverev will be the 30th di�erent
men’s player at No. 1 and the oldest �rst-timer to
reach the top since 30-year-old John Newcombe
did it in 1974. The ATP rankings had been created
the previous year.

Zverev set to climb to 
No. 1 in world rankings 

India beat Cuba 6-4 to end its FIFA U-15 World
Cup and Festival campaign on a winning note in
Baku on Friday. Victor Lalawmpuia (1, 23), Nibas
Meetei Wahengbam (6, 22) and R. Lalremruatfela
(12, 27) scored twice each as the Blue Colts
secured victory in their 10th and �nal �xture of
the tournament. India �nished 87th in the
inaugural edition of the tournament among 189
competing nations. India registered �ve wins —
over Laos, Cameroon, Bahrain, Trinidad and
Tobago, and Cuba. It su�ered defeats to Senegal,
Honduras, Afghanistan and Kazakhstan, while
drawing once against Grenada. 

India �nishes 87th in 
FIFA U-15 WC & Festival

The Cricket Association of Bengal on Friday
announced an 18-member squad for Bengal’s
next Ranji Trophy Group C match against
Maharashtra to be held at the Eden Gardens here
from Monday.

The squad: Abhimanyu Easwaran (Capt.), Sudip Gharami
(Vice-capt.), Sudip Chatterjee, Abishek Porel (wk), Shahbaz
Ahmed, Shakir Habib Gandhi (wk), Ankur Paul, Sumanta
Gupta, Ankit Shukla, Subham Chatterjee, Mohammed Shami,
Suraj Sindhu Jaiswal, Pradipra Pramanik, Aamir Gani,
Mohammed Kaif, Soumyadip Mandal, Karan Lal and Geet Puri.

Bengal squad for Ranji match
against Maharashtra

At 34, Ibrahima Diaw has
competed in two Olympic
Games and numerous pro-
fessional table tennis tour-
naments across the globe.

He is one of a handful of
players to play for three
countries. Diaw, who was
born in France, represent-
ed the nation and won gold
at the 2008 European
youth championships. He
then turned out for Senegal
at the Tokyo and Paris
Olympics, and is now com-
peting under Denmark’s
�ag at the WTT Feeder
Chennai at the Tamil Nadu
Physical Education and
Sports University here.

Speaking to The Hindu
after his �rst-round victory
over India’s Kushal Chopda
on Friday, Diaw clari�ed
that his association with
Denmark was limited to
WTT (Pro Tour) tourna-
ments. “I still love repre-
senting Senegal and am still
playing for Senegal. I ha-
ven’t changed my country.
I just live & train in Den-
mark, and they have al-
lowed me to register for
WTT tournaments from Ju-

ly. If one day Senegal se-
lects me to play in the Afri-
can Championships, I
would, of course, be very
happy to play,” said Diaw,
ranked 205th in the world,
having achieved a career-
high of 53 in August 2022.

Though he has played in
India before, his relation-
ship with the country has
grown stronger since he
joined Harmeet Desai, one
of India’s leading paddlers,
as his physical trainer this
July. Diaw sees this as his
future beyond competitive
table tennis. “Yeah, I’m
old. I’m actually preparing
for my post-career. I’ve

done my course in physical
training. Harmeet & I have
played together in foreign
leagues (in Roanne,
France). My job is to actual-
ly make him fresh for every
tournament,” he said.

Senegal remains close to
Diaw’s heart. As the coun-
try prepares to host the
Youth Olympic Games
from October 31 to Novem-
ber 13, he will cheer for his
father’s nation.

“It was a great honour to
represent Senegal and put
them on the map in table
tennis. I hope the Youth
Olympic Games turn out to
be a huge success,” he said.

Three �ags, one Ibrahima Diaw:
meet the journeyman paddler

True love: Diaw says his heart still beats for Senegal. 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Sarthak Chavan marked
his 20th birthday in style,
qualifying for pole position
with a record lap in the
premier Super Sport 301-
400cc Open class in the
third round of the MRF In-
dian National Racing Chal-
lenge 2W at the Madras In-
ternational Circuit on
Friday. Ann Jennifer (Motul
Sparks Racing) secured
pole in the Super Stock
165cc Intermediate class
with a late burst. Veteran
Mathana Kumar took P1 in
the Super Stock 301-400cc
Open category.

Kavicholaiarasan (Speed
Up Racing) topped the
qualifying session in the
Stock 301-400cc (Novice)
class, as did Akarsh Jangam
(MAI Racing) in the Stock
165cc (Novice) category.
Rajender Beedani (Maxpe-
rience Racing) will start the
Pro-Stock 200cc race from
pole.

In the Petronas TVS
One-Make Championship,
Beedani took pole while
Poojitha Anil Kumar was
the quickest in the Women
category.

Sarthak takes
pole with a
record lap

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Having fallen short of his
own expectations, particu-
larly after a successful Ulti-
mate Table Tennis (UTT)
Season-7, where he was ad-
judged the Player-of-the
-League, P.B. Abhinandh
had little to show for his ef-
forts in recent weeks. He
lost the �nal of the WTT
Youth Contender in Vien-
tiane in August before �n-
ishing runner-up in two
National ranking (youth
U-19 boys) tournaments in
Kanpur and Panchkula.

But Abhinandh showed
the temperament of a pro-
fessional, putting those dis-
appointments behind him
to produce an exciting at-
tacking display and
trounce fourth-seeded
South Korean Kwon Hyuk
(18), regarded as one of the
most promising young
paddlers on the interna-
tional circuit, 11-4, 11-7, 11-7
in a men’s singles �rst-
round match of the WTT
Feeder Chennai at the Ta-
mil Nadu Physical Educa-
tion and Sports University
near here on Friday.

While Hyuk was the
lone seeded player to lose
in the men’s section, there
were quite a few upsets in
the women’s event. Ana-
nya Muralidharan defeated
seventh seed Sayali Wani
3-0 while Swara Karmarkar
overcame Japan’s Cocona

Muramatsu, seeded sixth,
in �ve games and Prisha
Goel upset eighth seed
Swastika Ghosh in �ve
games.

“I was really upset after
losing three �nals. Before
my singles �rst-round
match earlier in the day,
Divyanshi Bhowmick and I
had lost in the �rst round
of the mixed doubles
against my sister Ananya
and Mehan Senthil. I
walked out of the hall and
kept thinking for a long
time. I decided �nally not
to ‘overthink’ and try and
be in the moment in sin-
gles. I am happy that I did
that,” said Abhinandh.

The results (singles): Men:

Manav Thakkar bt Lee Jungmok
(Korea) 11-8, 5-11, 11-8, 11-9;
Harmeet Desai bt Punit Biswas
11-8, 11-6, 11-9; Akash Pal bt MA

Yeongmin (Korea) 11-8, 11-8,
11-7; SFR Snehit bt Divyansh
Srivastava 11-6, 11-4, 11-6; P. B.
Abhinandh bt Kwon Hyuk (Korea)
11-4, 11-4, 11-7; Payas Jain bt Lee
Hyeonko (Korea) 11-7, 11-7, 11-3;
G. Sathiyan bt Priyanuj
Bhattacharya 11-9, 8-11, 11-9,
4-11, 11-7; Ankur Bhattacharjee
bt Sahil Rawat 11-5, 7-11, 11-8,
11-9.

Women: Yang Ha Eun (South
Korea) bt Kavya Baskar 11-6,
11-3, 11-7; Ananya Muralidharan
bt Sayali Wani 12-10, 11-3, 11-6;
Divyanshi Bhowmick bt Shriya
Anand 3-11, 11-8, 11-9, 11-7;
Sutirtha Mukherjee bt Anusha
Kutumbale 7-11, 11-7, 11-7, 4-11,
11-8; Swara Karmarkar bt Cocona
Muramatsu (Jpn) 11-8, 10-12,
13-15, 11-9, 11-7; Prisha Goel bt
Swastika Ghosh 11-6, 9-11, 11-9,
8-11, 12-10; Nithyashree Mani bt
Naisha Rewaskar 7-11, 13-11,
11-8, 11-7; Yoo Yerin (Korea) bt
Kim Seoyun (Korea) 6-11, 11-6,
11-5, 11-9.

Abhinandh sends fourth
seed Hyuk packing 

Going for it: Abhinandh’s attacking display stood him in good

stead against Hyuk. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

WTT FEEDER CHENNAI

Two-time Olympic medal-
list Neeraj Chopra says he
plans to resume training
and undergo rehabilitation
in the next couple of weeks
as his ankle injury, which
ruled him out of the recent
Asian Games in Japan, has
improved signi�cantly.

The 28-year-old javelin
throw superstar sustained
the injury during training
in August this year. The set-
back brought an early end
to his season, forcing him

to miss the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games as well as the
Diamond League �nale.

He said he is much bet-
ter now after consulting re-
nowned orthopaedic sur-
geon Dr Dinshaw
Pardiwala.

“My injury is much bet-
ter now. I faced some is-
sues initially in the �rst
month and a half, but it has
improved signi�cantly,”
said Neeraj. “I consulted
Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala and
he has advised that I can
now resume training and
begin proper rehabilita-
tion. My plan is to start
both in the next couple of
weeks”.

Neeraj Chopra plans to 
resume training soon

ATHLETICS

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

M
anisha Bhanwala
scripted history
as she rallied to

beat USA’s Pan-American
champion Abigail Eliza-
beth Nette 8-6 in the 59kg
�nal and became the �rst
Indian woman to win a
gold medal at the World
wrestling championships
in Astana on Friday.

The 29-year-old Man-
isha is the second Indian
after Sushil Kumar to win a
World title. 

Sushil had become the
World champion in 66kg
freestyle in Moscow in
2010. 

Manisha overcame a dis-
appointing performance in
the 57kg weight class at the
Asian Games in Japan to
give a dominating perfor-
mance in the non-Olympic
category. 

The Haryana wrestler,
who defeated three strong
opponents on Thursday to
make it to the �nal, dis-
played a steely resolve and
tactical brilliance to �ght
back from 0-6 down to
stun World No. 10 Abigail
8-6. 

After winning the Asian
title in 62kg, Manisha took
a bold call to switch to the
competitive 57kg last year. 

“I competed in 62kg for

four years and gave good
performances. I feel I
could not make it to the
Olympics because of my
height (�ve feet two in-
ches) as I was not able to
take proper positions,”
Manisha had told The Hin-
du after winning the 57kg
National title last year. 

Her historic perfor-
mance in Astana should
boost Manisha’s ambition
to shine at the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics. 

Besides Manisha’s gold,
Neelam Sirohi and Kajal

Dhochak’s silver in 50kg
and 76kg respectively and
Tanu Sharma bronze in
72kg helped Indian women
record their best-ever
showing in the Worlds. Ov-
erall, India �nished fourth
in the women’s section.

In men’s freestyle, Vicky
(97kg) was beaten 10-0 by
Iranian Hassan Yazdani in
repechage. 

Three others — Nikhil
(61kg), Pushpender Dalal
(86kg) and Jaspooran
Singh (125kg) — moved into
repechage rounds.

Sports Bureau

Manisha clinches a

historic World title 

Turning it around: Manisha overcame the disappointment in the

Asian Games to shine at the Worlds. UWW

The 29-year-old edges out Pan-American champ Abigail in the 59kg �nal;

she becomes the �rst Indian woman to win gold in the prestigious event

WRESTLING 

Mohun Bagan Super Giant
will look to capitalise on
home advantage when it
hosts an in-form Punjab FC
in a crucial Indian Super
League �xture at the Salt
Lake Stadium on Saturday.

Separated by just a
point, both sides have
plenty to play for: Punjab
has seven points from
three matches while Bagan
has six points o� three
games. 

Punjab arrives unbeaten
and buoyed by a thrilling
3-2 away win over Chur-

chill Brothers, which was
sealed by Sanathoi Singh’s
dramatic stoppage-time
goal. 

On the other hand, Ba-
gan will seek to build on its

hard-earned 1-0 victory ov-
er Chennaiyin FC at this ve-
nue. 

Manvir Singh’s 85th-mi-
nute strike secured all
three points, providing a

timely �llip to the Mariners
after an early-season
setback.

The contest also renews
a recent rivalry. The sides
met in the IFA Shield semi-
�nal earlier this month,
playing out a goalless draw
in 120 minutes before Ba-
gan prevailed in a penalty
shootout. 

The Mariners also enjoy
a commanding record over
the Shers in the ISL, having
won all �ve previous meet-
ings, including a 3-2 win in
April.

Punjab will be deter-
mined to end that run and
underline its credentials as
a genuine title contender
while Bagan will be eager
to extend its dominance.

Bagan faces Punjab, set for a litmus test

ISL

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Goal threat: Manvir will hope to have attacking returns again. PTI
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