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‘NEW EV POLICY EMPOWERS MIDDLE CLASS’
‘Delhi transforming...
has chosen anew
direction for cleaner,
more modern future’

‘Subsidies not capped... total incentive
around Rs 60,000-70,000 per vehicle’

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, July 4

The Capital’s new Electric Ve-
hicle (EV) Policy is not merely
an incentive scheme, but a
comprehensive roadmap to
transform its transport eco-
system, reduce pollution and
make electric mobility afford-
able, Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said Saturday.
Inaninterview with TheIn-
dian Express, Gupta described
the policy, which came into ef-
fect July 1, as “common-man
centric” and one designed pri-
marily for Delhi’s middle class.
The policy, she said, departs
significantly from previous ap-
proaches by removing subsidy
caps and focusing on the seg-
ments that contribute the most
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toair pollution.

“We have given all kinds of
possible incentives: Subsidy,
scrapping incentive, road tax
exemption and registration
exemption,” Gupta said.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Hafiz Saeed kin and
aides among 23 added
to terror list under
UAPA, total count 80

Listing by Centre will help fight terror
networks at national, international levels

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, July 4

THE CENTRE Saturday desig-
nated asterrorists 23 operatives
of Pakistan-based terror organ-
isations including Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM) and Lashk

lowing the amendment to the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967 (UAPA) by the Centre
in2019,57individuals had been
designated as terrorists in 2024
under Section 35 of the Actand
listed inits Fourth Schedule.
Amongthe n-in-

Taiba (LeT), citing their
involvement in terror recruit-
ment, infiltration, training,
supply ofarms through drones,
and planning of attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir.

This raises the total count of
designated terrorists to 80. Fol-

law of LeT founder Hafiz Mu-
hammad Saeed and hisclose as-
sociates, three involved in the
2016 terror attack on an Army
camp in Nagrota, and two in-
volved in the 2018 terror attack
ontheSunjwan Military Station.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Biggest cities offer better salaries, more
regular jobs for women, but stark
gender disparity inincome favours men

Women'’s overall contribution to workforce, however, continues to languish — just
one of every four women employed in big cities compared to almost 3 of every 4 men

Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, July4

INDIAS BIGGEST citiesseem to
offer better opportunities for
women togetsalaried orregular
jobsthanurban Indiaasawhole.
Accordingtothelatest report

on ‘Labour Market Dynamicsin
Million-plus Cities” published
by the National Statistics Office,
women participation in such
CC ONPAGE2

*JOBS AND SALARIES INBIG CITIES

9% employedinregular jobs
MN-PLUS |URBAN|

CITIES | INDIA
[Men | sea | 465 |
| Women 651 | 509 |
| Overall 585 | 476 |

Average monthly salary

MN-PLUS | URBAN
CITIES INDIA

| Men  [Rs30,707 |Rs27.984 |
|'Women | Rs23,707 | Rs21.664 |
| Overall [Rs28.808 |Rs26.258 |

SOURCE: PERIODIC LABOUR FORCE SURVEY (PLFS) 2025

How metro cities pay
MEN | WOMEN
Mumbai |Rs 36,453 Rs 35,788
~ Delhi |Rs 35,708 | Rs 31644
Bengalury Rs 37,430 | Rs 28,325
Chennai | Rs 31,655 | Rs 22,919
Kolkata | Rs21,534 | Rs 13,784

Lionel Messi reacts as Cape Verde players celebrate their second goal against Argentina. ap

Cape Verde lose to Argentina, but
steal the show in a match for ages

EXPRESSAT
WORLD
cuP

SandipG
New York, July4

IN THE beatifically lit Hard
RockStadium in Miami, a fairy
tale met a tearful end. Cape

Barmer mosque razings spark legal
battle, unite residents across faith

Officials cite national security; residents
allege no due process as per SC guidelines

Parul Kulshrestha
Kerkori (Barmer, Rajasthan),
July4

IN ONE corner of Barmer’s Ker-
kori village, Hishamuddin
Sindhi surveys the wreckage
before him: concrete slabs,
bricks, construction debris
piled together. All that remains
is a tall, white minaret. "We

built it with such hardship but
now it’s gone. This is the only
mosque withina10-km radius.
‘Where are we supposed to go
now?” says Hishamuddin, the
mosque’s maulvi.

Fellow resident Harla Ram
Meghwalstill can’t make sense
of what is happening. “We of-
fered food to the Muslims after
they stopped cooking to protest

Atthe site of amosque that was
razed in Kerkori. PARUL KULSHRESTHA

the demolition,” he says. “T
don’t understand what the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Verde’s journey from an utter
unknown to nearly pulling off
the greatest shockin World Cup
history ended at the hands,
legs, and experience of the
world champions, Argentina,
in extra time, 3-2. The story
their brave men wrote will
haunt them: men who defeated
the oddsand lefteverythingon
the field. But Cape Verde leave
this World Cup as its most
heart-warming narrative. They

leave as heroes. Some leave as
household names.
Thetollwasvisible inits final
seconds. Messisankto hisknees
and prayed, staring at the sky.
His teammates lay sprawled on
the grass; Cape Verde’s players
staggered like ghosts. The world
would spend days replaying an
unseemly classic, wishing it had
never ended.
Until the last second of the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happening
today

©JOINT AWAMIACTION Com-
mittee, a collective of activist
groups leading the protestsin
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir,
has called forashutdownin
response to sweeping crack-
down by Pakistani authorities.

@SHIV SENA (UBT) CHIEF
Uddhav Thackeray is set
tolaunch a‘Ram Raksha’
agitationin Maharashtra over
the alleged theft of donations
atthe Ram temple in Ayodhya.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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MAMATA SLAM
REBELS ASKEY
AIDE QUITS AMID
TMCMELTDOWN

A month after he crossed LoC for
love, 22-yr-old PoK man sent back

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, July 4

AMONTH after he crossed the
Line of Control (LoC) in Uri to
meet his love, Zeeshan Ahmad
Mir, a resident of Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (POK), was
sentbackacross the border Sat-
urday, officials said.

Zeeshan, 22, a resident of
Pankedi village in Uri, crossed
the border on May 31 to meet
his love, Iram Majeed. On the
same day, the Indian Army is-

ueda ayingan “in-

The Indian Express report
i aturday

truder” had been apprehended
while crossing the LoC in Kash-
mir’s Uri sector. Sources later
said that he appeared to have
“no hostile intent”.

Zeeshan and Iram had
falleninlove over Snapchat. On
his arrival in the Valley, Zee-
shan was detained by the Army
at Silikote, a fenced border vil-
lage where access is restricted
tosoldiers and residents.

While the Army was con-
vinced Zeeshan had crossed
the border only to meet Iram,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Mango on my Map

It's not a fruit, it's an aroma, it’s sticky elbows,
summer and chaos and, when everything is
forgotten, a memory that brings you home

SCREEN
Deepali Sahay on her song Tere paas

main from Main Vaapas Aaunga
that is leaving listeners misty-eyed
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| SAYS FEARMONGERS DID NOT SUCCEED

PM: Navigated
energy Crisis
with Indiajalwa
and hard work

inery
complex in Rajasthan’s Barmer, Saturday. p1i

‘India has friendly
ties, sourced fuel
from over 40
countries during
West Asia war’

HamzaKhan
Jaipur, July4

'UNDERLINING THAT his gov-
ernment took “every single
step... sensitively, whether at
the policy level or the diplo-
maticlevel” atthe height of the
West Asia crisis, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said Saturday
that India successfully navi-
gated one of the worst global
energy crises by sourcing fuel
from more than 40 countries,
and credited it to friendly rela-
tions, diplomatic power, hard

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

E EXPLAINED
Shift in strategy

India’s crude import strategy
hasshifted eversince the
outbreak of hostilities in
West Asia hit oil flows and
increased freightrisks.
WhileRussian crude s still
thebackbone of India’s
importslate, refiners have
diversified towards North
Americanand Venezuelan
barrelsto offset the dropin
supplies from the Gulf.

POLITICS rpaces7,6

PM WISHES TRUMP
ASU.S.TURNS 250

JAISHANKAR LEAVES
FORWEST ASIA, US.,
EUROPETOUR TODAY

Adani power infra:
Gujarat govt notifies
new compensation
policy for farmers

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, July 4

THE GUJARAT government on
Saturday announced new
guidelines for compensation of
land in Right of Way (RoW) cor-
ridors and towers for trans-
‘mission lines to “balance the fi-
nancial burden on the power
transmission companies and
the possible increase in tariff to
theend consumer”.

Citing various queries and
representations regarding
compensation of land in Right
of Way (RoW) corridors and
tower based areas during laying
of transmission lines, the resol-
utionissued by the Department
of Energy and Petroleum will
supersede provisions of all
other resolutions issued earlier
by the state relatingto compen-
sation for damage to land/
crops/ fruit trees and other

trees, during the erection of
transmission lines and towers.
TheIndian Expressreported
Friday how farmers at Jetpar
village of Morbi district who
were facing loss of land were
protesting against Adani
Energy Solutions Ltd (ASEL)
‘whose Special Purpose Vehicle,
Halvad Transmission Ltd is in-
stalling high tension towers for
transmission cables to evacuate
power from the renewable
energy parkat Khavda in Kutch.
They would wind up the agita-
tion only after the state issues a
fresh resolution, they had said.
On Friday, Agriculture
Minister and Gujarat govern-
ment spokesperson Jitu Vag-
hani agreed to key demands of
the farmers including doubling
the market price for calculating
compensation, and the setting
upofaMarket Rate Committee
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

© 24-YEAR-OLD MARINE ENGINEER FROM KERALA, ON HER FIRST SHIP DUTY, CAN'T FORGET THE SIGHT OF MISSILES STREAKING OVERHEAD

‘Saw missiles for first time’: For Paanch Saab, baptism by firc at seanear Hormuz

SunandaMehta
Pune, July4

IN THE early hours of a tense
morning outside the Strait of
Hormuz, near the Fujairah an-
chorage, ayoung marine engin-
eer from Kerala looked at the
sky and saw missiles streak
past, one afteranother. It lasted
afewsecondsbutitwasasight,
she says, she will

planned cargo run to Kuwaitin
early March.

The vessel was instead di-
rected todrift outside the Strait
of Hormuz, near the Fujairah
anchorage, and wait. Salim
later learned that arriving in the
areajust 15 hours earlier would
have trapped the vessel inside
the strait when the situation
really deteriorated.

It was on one of

never forget. [ PAGE1 those drifting morn-
Hifa Salim (24) « N ~  ings, stepping onto
wasjustmonthsinto | anchor | thedeck for fresh air

her dream job, hav-

ingjoined her very first ship in
Houston in October 2025, when
war broke out in the Persian
Gulf, scrapping the ship’s

before her engine

room rounds, that she heard a

sound from the sky and looked
up tosee the flashes.

“Thiswasthe firsttime Isaw

missiles in real life. My hands
started shivering,” she says.
Terrified, she ran below to the
messroomand considered ask-
ing to sign off. But once there,
she found her crewmates eat-
ing breakfast, laughing, en-
tirely at ease and something in
her perspective shifted.

“If my seniors could carry
their own fear and stillshow up
forwork, socouldI,” says Salim.

She heard the main engine
starting —asmallkick ahead for
position adjustment. “T heard
the starting sound. ‘Tak Tak
Tak.’ I hear that sound every
time. Butthat morningit felt dif-
ferent. It felt like the heartbeat
of the ship. And that time I real-

v
[

Hifa Salim (24) was just months into her dream job, having joined
her very first ship, when war broke out in the Persian Gulf

epaper.indianexpressmm.. .

ised the ship is alive. We are not
alone,” wrote Salim later in an
essay published in the maga-
zine of Synergy Marine Group
that manages her ship.
Shewentdowntohaveacup
ofteawiththeSecond Engineer,
the officer she reported to. “He
took one look at me and could
read that something is not right
and when I'said that I want to
stay on board and be part of the
team instead of quitting, he
smiled and said in Malayalam, 5
saab ippo strong aayi, Vaa
namuk oru fuel valve overhaul
cheyyam, appo ellam sherya-
vum’which translated to 5 saab
had become strong now. Come,
let’s overhaul one fuel valve,

then everything will be alright.
In the middle of uncertainty,
those simple words gave me
comfort, strength and the confi-
dencetocarryonwithmywork.”

Asafifth engineer everyone
on board called her “Paanch
Saab”, thetraditionaltitle for the
ship'syoungestengineer. “Iliked
the name. It made me feel like I
belonged, even though I didn’t
have a watch yet,” says Salim
who also made the decision to
not tell her family at home the
full extent of what was happen-
ing — she didn’t want them to
panic. It was only after the ship
had safely cleared the area that
she learned her parents had
been doing the very same thing

for her: staying composed on
their calls, masking their own
fear so she wouldn’t carry the
weight of theirs.

“We were all trying to pro-
tect one another in our own
way,” she reflects.

Hailing from Edakkazhiyur,
asmall town in Thrissur dis-
trict, her close-knit family had
always taught her to dream big
while staying grounded, she
says. She had once dreamed of
theIndian Navy, but the engin-
eering side of the Merchant
Navy pulled her in, partly be-
cause almost no one at home
could tell her what the profes-
sion even involved.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Salaries and jobs

eWHERE WOMEN BEAT MEN

[ TOPSIXCITIES | WOMEN | GAP |  MEN

| Prayagraj Rs 42,254 31% | Rs 32,214
Srinagar Rs 33,869 24% | Rs27,323

| Lucknow | Rs31,744 7% | Rs27,098
Patna | Rs31,013 1% | Rs27,902

| Meerut | Rs20,057 5% | Rs 18,946

L Varanasi | Rs20,821 2% | Rs20,331

stable jobs is stronger in cities  National Statistics Office’s latest

‘with one million-plus popula-
tion compared with urbanIndia
asawhole. Women also surpass
men in such jobs by a notable
margin, i.e., 65.1% of all em-
ployed women in million plus
cities have a regular or salaried

Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) 2025, which for the first
time presents labour market es-
timates for the 46 million-plus
citiesinIndia. Thesurveyisbased
on interviews with around 395
lakh respondents across urban

1with564%all India, 1early 60,000in
ployed men. the 46 million-plus cities.
Gender disparities in in- ‘Among the country's major

come, however, prevail in big
citiesas much ormorethan they
doinurban India.

The report shows that
women participation in regular
or salaried jobs at 65.1% is also
muchstrongerin46citieswhich
have more thanamillion people
as per Census 2011 compared
Wwith 509% in urban India.

While this is true, it is also a
factthat women’s worker popu-
lation ratio (WPR) continues to
languish. While men’s WPR in
million-plus cities is 72.6%, that
for women is 25.5%. This is not
verydifferentfromthat of urban
India, as a whole (73% for men,
and 25.9% for women). WPR is
the percentage of persons em-
ployedamongthe personsinthe
population.

Thereisacleardistinctionin
the employment trends of mil-
lion-plus cities compared with
urban India. Overall, regular or
salaried jobs are markedly
higher at 58.5% in these cities
compared with 47.6% in urban
India. Self-employed and casual
jobs, put together, are higher at
52.4% in urban India compared
‘with 41.4% jobs in million-plus
cities. Jobs are divided in three
categories: salaried or regular,
self-employed, and casual.

Intermsofincomeinregular
jobs, while both men and
‘women earnatleast10% morein
million-plus cities compared
withurban India, theincomegap

metropolitan centres, Greater
Mumbai stands out. The city
ranks eighth overall on gender
pay parity, withwomen earning
98.2 per cent of men’s salaries.
‘Women in regular salaried em-
ployment earn an average Rs
35,788 a month, just Rs 665 less
than men, who earn Rs 36453.

The pictureisless encourag-
inginthe othermetros. In Delhi,
women earn 88.6% of men’s sal-
aries (Rs 31,644 against Rs
35,708). Bengaluru follows with
women earning Rs 28,325 com-
paredtomen'sRs37430,agapof
24.3%.InChennai,womenearn
Rs22919 against men'sRs3L655,
0r276%less. Kolkatarecordsthe
widest gender pay gap among
the five metros, with women
earningRs 13,784 amonth com-
pared toRs 21,534 for men, leav-
ingthem36% behind their male
counterparts.

The survey also highlights
the strong earnings premium
enjoyed by self-employed
workers in India’s largest cities,
though here too the gender gap
persists. Self-employed men
earn an average Rs 33,888 a
month in million-plus cities,
compared with Rs 16,167 for
women. Navi Mumbai d

PM on energy crisis

work and resolve.

Speaking in Rajasthan’s
Baltora after dedicating the
country’s first greenfield inte-
grated refinery-cum-petro-
chemical complex to the na-
tion at Pachpadra, Modi said,
“Due to the war in West Asia,
there was panic across the
world. Every country was in
distress. This war gave birth to
the biggest energy crisis of the
21st century. Major nations are
still grappling with fuel short-
age today. But the willpower
and efforts of the new India of
the21st century have prevailed
over these challenges.”

“During the war, India’s
friendship with other coun-
tries proved very useful. When
this crisis began, India was im-
porting fuel and energy from
25-26 countries. Lekin sankat
kesamay Bharat ki diplomacy
kajalwa dikhgaya; doosre des-
hon ke saath humare achche
sambandh is sankat ki ghadi
mein bahut kaam aaye (But
during this crisis, the power of
India’s diplomacy was demon-
strated; our good relations

with other countries proved
very useful during this crisis).
During the war itself, India
began importing fuel from
more than 40 countries,” he
said.

“A lot of rumours were
spread and people were insti-
gated, political games were
played. But those whose inten-
tions were wrong did not suc-
ceed,” hesaid.

“Apart from minor dis-
ruptionsin remote areas, there
were no major supply chal-
lenges. Diesel and petrol com-
panies alone incurred losses of
over Rs 75,000 crore. This
means a loss equivalent to the
construction of a new refinery.
The government treasury
shouldered the responsibility
of covering this loss. We also
reduced the excise duty of Rs
10 per litre, ensuring the public
was protected from excessive
burden,” he said.

“Indiasenta clear message
to the world that national in-
terest and the interests of its
citizens are paramount. Our
mantra is ‘nagrik devo bhava.’

The country didn’t emerge
from this unexpected chal-
lenge just like that; it was also
due to the success of our vi-
sionary policies that have been
goingon foradecade,” he said.

Attacking the previous
Ashok Gehlot government in
Rajasthan, Modi said: “Today,
we are inaugurating the Rajas-
than Refinery here. We signed
an MoU for this in 2017. How-
ever, the Congress govern-
ment ruled Rajasthan from
2018 to 2023. Due to the Con-
gress’s non-cooperation, work
here virtually stalled. But as
soon as the double-engine
(BJP) government came to
power, work progressed
rapidly,” he said.

“And you know my work-
ing style, whatever we lay the
foundation stone for, we also
inaugurate it. Similarly, India
has steadily expanded its re-
finery capacity. The United
States hasn’t built asingle new
refinery in the last 50 years,
and Europe’s refinery capacity
has steadily declined, while
India today has the world’s
fourth-largest refinery capac-
ity. And we are not going to
stop there. This capacity is set
to grow even further in the
comingyears,” he said, adding

Free Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH60BAOF

C_ape Verde steal show

120th minute, Cape Verde

gentina's desperation curdled

stretched the ct and  into istic mistakes.
Messi himself,totheouterlimits ~ Coach Lionel Scaloni's face
of physicaland mental fortitude. ~ burned red with agony.

They did not flinch when Messi ‘When extra time began, the
broketheirresistanceinthe29th  score locked at 1-1, this was no

minute, controlling the ball on
the rise with the outside of his
boottobeatgoalkeeper Vozinha.
They weathered the storm,
came out for the second half on
the front foot, and equalised in
the 59th minute through Deroy
Duarte's sumptuous nutmeg of
Emiliano Martinez, born froma
buildup that had already nut-
megged an Argentine defender.
Forthefirsttimeall night, Argen-
tine faces in the crowd carried a
flicker of This was

as the country’s most lucrative
destination for entrepreneurs,
withself-employed men earning
Rs 62,234 a month and women
Rs 84913. Greater Mumbai
ranked second for both cat-

‘widensin the million-ph .
AcrossurbanIndia, meninregu-
lar salaried jobs earn an average

egories, with self- men
earning Rs 58,007 and women
Rs32,664.

Rs 27984 a month against Rs ‘The divide is sharper in the
21,664 for women, agap of Rs  informal economy. Across the
6,320.Inthe country's46largest 46 million-plus cities, male
cities, i Rs7000,  casuallab anaverage
withmenearninganaverageRs ~ Rs643aday comparedtoRs434
30,707 amonth comparedtoRs ~ for women. Vasai-Virar offers

23,707 for women. Women sal-
ariesasapercentageof men'ssal-
ariesis 77.2%both in million-plus
citiesand in urban India.
Inahandful ofcities, though,
women have achieved near pay
paritywith meninregularsalar-
ied jobs. Prayagraj tops the list,
where women earn 131.2% of
male salaries (Rs 42,254 against
Rs 32,214), followed by Srinagar
at124% (Rs 33,869 vs Rs 27,323),
Lucknow at 117.1% (Rs 31,744 vs
Rs27,098), Patna at 111.1% (Rs
31,013 vs Rs 27.902), Meerut at
1059% (Rs 20,057 vs Rs 18,946)
and Varanasi at 102.4% (Rs

the highest daily wage for men
atRs962, while Srinagartopsthe
list for women at Rs 800. At the
other end of the spectrum, fe-
male casual labourers earn just
Rs53aday in Faridabad.

The survey also points to a
persistent gender divide in
workforce participation. Across
urban India, 65 per cent of
womenaged 30-59 are classified
as NEET (Not in Employment,
Education or Training), com-
pared with just 4.4 per cent of
men. In the country's million-
plus cities, the figure rises to 67
per cent for women, while re-

nolapse or deflection. It was the
product of total domination.
Incensed, Argentina at-
tacked in waves. Cape Verde
stonewalled every one of them.
Vozinha stood like the Rock of
Gibraltar, turning away a
venomous Messi free kick from
just two or three metres out,
struck from his favoured spoton
the right, while his defenders
threw their bodies at anything
that smelled of danger. Ar-

Delhi CM

“Unlike other states, we have
not putany capping. We want as
many peopleas possible toavail
the benefits of this EV policy so
that the city’s airimproves."
Framingthe policy aspart of
abroader transformation of the
Capital, Gupta said, “Delhi is
transforming. It has chosen a
new direction - one focused on
building a cleaner, more mod-
ern, and better future. The EV
policyisalsoapartofthistrans-

longer champions and min-
nows, but a fight between
equals. Thesmallest nation ever
to reach a World Cup knockout
round refused toyield.

The dynasty of Messi, Mara-
dona and Kempes stood on the
precipice of its darkest hour.
Threeminutesin, Lisandro Mar-
tinez, a defender nicknamed
"the Butcher" for the way he
plays, not the way he finishes,
came to his country's rescue
with a goal built like a striker's,
hammered into the roof of the
net. Surely now Cape Verde'sre-
solve would break.

But their opponents weren't
finished. Manager Bubista sig-
nalled for calm, and his players
found it, even as the wilting Ar-
gentinescould notlive with their
energy. Messi was barely able to
walk. Lautaro Martinezand Fac-
undoMedinabothwentoffwith
cramps. Bubista'ssubstitutesar-
rived fresher, and one produced

Gujarat

(MRC). The final market price
will be determined by the MRC
based on the ‘reference market
rate’ as well as a ‘lottery systenn’,
accordingtothe new guidelines.

The method for determining
the Reference Market Rate (in-
corporated for the first time
since the state adopted the set-

astunningequaliser in the103rd
minute: left-back Sidny Lopes
Cabral drifted past Nicol4s Tag-
liafico and curled the ball into
the far top corner from the edge
ofthearea.

Cabral is 23, born in Rotter-
«dam, and now plays for Trabzon-
spor after a rapid rise through
Sweden's Helsingborg, Ger-
many's lower leagues with Rot-
Weiss Erfurt, and abreakoutsea-
son at Portugal's Estrela da
Amadora, beforeamoveto Ben-
fica and a €10 million switch to
Trabzonspor weeks before this
World Cup. It is along way from
the fifth tier, where he earned
£850 amonth and endured rac-
ist abuse both on and off the

that it was due to such efforts
that “India has emerged vic-
torious from the biggest
energy crisis of the century.”

The country, he said, “took
correct decisions at every
stage: accurately assessed the
crisis in a timely manner; de-
vised an effective strategy; uti-
lised the resources in a bal-
anced way; and positively
utilised Bharat’s diplomatic
power. Only then was Bharat
ableto emerge from the crisis.”

“When certain forces were
busy spreading rumours and
apprehensions in the public
sphere, the scale at which work
‘was being carried out and the
way the situation was being
managed - that hard work,
those efforts, and the patience
involved were remarkable.
Every single step was taken
sensitively, whether at the pol-
icy level or the diplomatic
level. And sooner or later, his-
tory will record that all of this
‘was unprecedented,” he said.

On the occasion, Modi also
laid the foundation stone and
inaugurated various develop-
ment projects worth around Rs
1.06lakh crore in Balotra, with
the projects spanning multiple
sectors including petrochemi-
cals, urban transport, railways,
roads, renewable energy, and
power transmission.

replay, Borges sank to the turf
and buried his face. Argentine
fans celebrated wildly, then
caughtthemselves; by now, they
knewwhattheiropponentswere
capable of coming back from.

Sure enough, Cape Verde re-
grouped forone final push. They
very nearly got there: only the
left glove of Emiliano Martinez,
pink-patched and thrown full
stretch, kept out a stinging Ca-
bral free kick. Argentina were
fraying, running now on will-
power and the fear of an equal-
iser that could end their title de-
fence, and perhaps the World
Cup careerof arguably the great-
est footballer there has ever
been. Martinez had to rush off
hisli hera

pitch. Heclimbed intothe stand:
to find his girlfriend. It should
have been the most famous goal
inhiscountry's history. For now,
it's remembered as the moment
just before the one that would
leave Cape Verde numb.

A shootout loomed until Ar-
gentinawonacornerinthe11ith
minute. Messi's swerving de-
livery appeared to cannon in off
Christian Romero's head. Re-
playsshowed otherwise: the ball
had caught Romero, then
clipped Diney Borges's arm on
the way in. Argentina's third.
‘Whenthebigscreenshowed the

issues of compensation of af-
fectedland and tofixthe market
rate. For valuation of the land, it
will appoint land valuers who
are empanelled by the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Board of
India. Three valuers (one by the
landowners' representative, one
by TSP and one by the District
Collector) will be appointed on
day of the committee meeting.
‘The appointed evaluators

tingofthe MRC ifthe
difference in the market rates
determined by two selected
valuersislessthan 20 per centof

20,821vs Rs20,331). maining almost unchanged at | formationandwebelieveitwill | the lower value, the average

The findings are part of the 4.3 per cent for men. usher in a new era of cleaner | valueofboth the valuations will

ZFree Telegram Channel https:/t.me/+2RvD_RGfmljMzgl mobility.” be considered as the reference
S— Gupta said the policy delib- | market rate.

counterparts about the deport- | erately prioritises electric two- Inthesecond case, if the dif-

POK ation. ar to d autori - eenthetwoismore

Kaman Post. “We took himto | cause the government believes | than 20 per cent, the reference

hewashandedovertothepolice ~ Kaman Postand handed him | they offer the quickest gainsin | marketratecanbefixedat10 per

forlegal proceedings. The police
registered acase against him for
illegal intrusion and senthim to
jailin Baramulla. Three daysago,
they filed a chargesheet. The
court admitted the police
chargesheetand closed thecase,
following which formalities for
hisrepatriation were completed.

OnSaturday, Indian officials
informed their Pakistani

overtoPakistanisoldiers. There-
patriation took place at
12.30pm,” a police officer said.

Iram and her family were
allowed to meet him briefly be-
fore his deportation. “We were
allowed to meet him for two to
three minutesbefore departure.
He didn't say anything," Iram,
said. “He just wept the whole
time we were there.”
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reducing vehicular emissions.

“People wanted to switch to
e-two-wheelers, but they could
not do so because of the cost
gap,” she said, estimating that
the combined incentives
amount to nearly Rs 60,000-
70,000 per vehicle.

While the draft policy had
proposed incentives for strong
hybrid vehicles, the final ver-
sion excludes them. Defending
thedecision, Guptasaid the gov-
ernment's immediate focus is
ontechnologiesthat deliver the
greatest environmental bene-
fits. “This is an EV policy, not a
petrol policy,” Gupta said, ad-
ding that hybrids could be con-
sidered in future phases if
cleaner technologies become
more viable.

Learning from the short-

cent more than the lower valu-
ation. “Only if this is not accept-
able, the sealed report of the
thirdvaluershallbe opened and

before Cabral'sboot could reach
it. That was as close as Cape
Verdecame. ItwasascloseasAr-
gentina came to a shock for the
ages.

The fairy tale ends here. But
the memory won't. The day be-
fore America's 250th birthday
will be remembered as the day
thesmallestnation evertoreach
a World Cup knockout stage
came within a heartbeat of de-
throning the champions, burn-
ing an empire, and nearly writ-
ing the final chapter of Messi's
career at the top of the game.

2026areequally applicabletoall
new transmission lines of 66 kV
and above to belaid in the Guja-
ratand to all transmission lines

Mosque demolitions

government is getting out of
this. These are our brothers.”

‘This mosqueisone of 12 that
awrit petition in the Rajasthan
High Court claims were demol-
ished between June 18 and 20
across eight border villages in
Barmer and four in Bikaner.

The demolitions are all
within a15-km radius of the in-
ternational border and have
triggered widespread protests.

Over the past week, hun-
dreds of residents, both Hindu
and Muslim, have banded to-
gether under ‘Sarv Dharm
Shanti Sabha,” held marches,
submitted memos to the ad-
ministration.

Officially, the notices cite
land use violations, claiming
the mosques stood on Gochar,
or pastoral, land. On May 27,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had directed authorities
to strictly enforce a zero-toler-
ance policy against illegal struc-
tures within 15 km of the inter-
national border and demolish
them.

Residents, however, claim
the notices appeared suddenly
and the demolitions were car-
ried out without due process.
Theyallege noother structures
have been demolished.

“They should have at least
given us a warning. We would
have paid the fine as well,” says
Abdul Sindhi, aresident of Siyai
village. Says Safi Jamil, Barmer
president of the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM): “They are trying to
create a rift between Hindus
and Muslims but this seems to
be failing. Many Hindus are
supportingusand participated
intherally.”

Paradiya sarpanch Sorta
Ram Meghwal, who joined the
SarvDharm Shanti Sabharally,
says there are many structures,
including temples, on Gochar
land.

“We're not supporting en-
croachments, butifthe govern-
ment has decided to demolish
one set of structures, it should
do the same for others too.
‘When you are a minority, you
cannot raise your voice against
injustice, but it shakes the
democratic foundations of this
country. Hindus and Muslims
have lived harmoniously in
Barmer all these years, such
incidents make people bitter
towards each other. They
should follow the raj dharma,
notrajneeti. Otherwise, we will
take to the streets and fill jails,”
hesays.

Barmer Collector Chinmay
Gopal; Superintendent Chuna
Ram Jat; and Rajasthan Direc-
tor General of Police (Law &
Order) Sanjay Kumar Agarwal
declined to comment. The
Border Security Force declined

the notices

came as a shock but have also

of 66 kV and above in progress. | torespond.
©® Tower For resident:
tion: 200% of market value as
determined by the MRC forloss | become a unifying force.

of land in the tower base area
(theareabetween the fourbases
of the tower). To calculate area,
an extension of 1 meter on each

“When the administration
left, every Hindu in my village
was at my house expressing
griefover the mosque. No Mus-
lim cooked food for four days
after the demolition and Hin-
dus used to send food for us,”
Hishamuddin says.

On November 13, 2024, the

will submit their independent  sideinadditiontotheactualarea
reportsin led coverdirectly  ofthe fourbases of the towerwill
totheDistrict Collectorwithin21  be taken into account.

daysoftheirappointmentbythe © Right of Way Corridor
MRC. After receivi threere-  C i orlanddueto
ports, twowillbeopenedbythe ~ RoW Corridor andlength

District Collector by selecting
them through a ‘lottery system’.

The District Collector can
allow immediate commence-
ment of physical works of trans-
mission lines without any hin-
drance on condition of payment
of compensation based on the
‘market price as determined by
the MRC.

The provisions of the GR

of transmission line), the com-
pensation will take MRC-deter-
mined market value of the land
for the area over which the land
passes. In rural areas, it will be
30% of land value, 40% for mu-
nicipalities, nagar panchayats,
45%forall otherurban planning

Court held that
demolitions without due pro-
cess violate the rule of law and
said affected parties must re-
ceive prior notice and at least 15
days to respond. Residents
claim thatalthough the notices
— under Section 91 of the Ra-
jasthan Land Revenue Act,
1956 — dated earlierinthe

land and directed the mosque’s
maulvi, Hishamuddin Sindhi,
tovacate theland orappear be-
fore the court on June 18.

“The patwari brought the
notice around 7:30 pm,” says
Hishamuddin Sindhi. “T was
still at the masjid. We’ve been
worshipping at this mosque for
thelast 30 years.”

The villagers then held a
meeting and headed to the
local tehsil office the next day.
Bythen, residentssay, the bull-
dozers rolled in.

“Seven big trucks and 6-7
policejeeps cametothe village.
The demolition drive lasted
two hours,” says village resident
Rafiq Sindhi.

Residents say the mosque
wasrebuiltasa puccastructure
twoyearsagowith village dona-
tions. “We keptalocked boxin-
side the mosque to collect do-
nations. By contributing small
amounts over five years, we
were able to build a modest
pucca mosque, now demol-
ished,” says Sulieman Sindhi,
another resident.

InMalana, 3km fromthein-
ternational border, there’s a
wall of silence around the
demolition, though a pile of
rubble marks where the village
mosque once stood. A resident
says the notice was served on
June 17 and the structure was
flattened the next day. In Siyai,
15kmaway, local resident Faizu
Khan walks through the wreck-
age. Behind him stands a tur-
quoise-painted minaret with a
gold finial. On June 20, a day
after the village received the
demolition notice, the 40-year-
old Siyai mosque was razed.

The demolitions form the
basis of a writ petition by Peer
Mohammad Shah Jilani Dar-
gah Samiti in the Rajasthan
High Court. Court documents
showthatat the July 3hearing,
the petitioners said the notices
were served in a “cyclostyled
and mechanical manner, re-
flecting a predetermined ap-
proach, particularly under Sec-
tion220fthe 1954 Act”,and that
national security could not
override the principles of natu-
raljustice.

The state government
claimed the matter involved
national security. It also said
permission from the Collector
is mandatory for establishing
religious structures, and that
“some petitioners had failed to
obtain such permission before
constructing premises within
the 50-kilometre border belt”.

The case will now be heard
onJuly7.

The Opposition has sought
tocorner the ruling BJP, accus-
ing it of trying to stir the com-
munal pot ahead of the pan-
chayat polls.

“Tharwasis (the people of
Thar) will remain united,” says
‘Ummeda Ram Beniwal, Con-
gress MP from Barmer’s Baytu
Lok Sabha constituency, while
Sheo MLA Ravindra Singh
Bhatisays: “National security is
important but not at the cost of
social harmony”.

When contacted, BJP state
president Madan Rathore says
he’s “unaware of any mosque
demolition cases in Rajasthan”.
He adds: “If anything of that
sorthashappened, it must have
been due to illegal encroach-
ment on government land. We
don’t harass anyone on the
basis of religion or caste.”

Says Nand Kishore, sar-
panch of Ranasar village in
Barmer: “This area has never

areas, and 60% for
Corporations and Metropolitan
Areas.

nal tensions. If the

month, they received them
only a day before the demoli-

government wants to remove
structures on pastoral land, it

the reference market rate shall  published with the ‘in-principle @ Forcroplosscompensa- | tions. should doso for everyone. One
be finalised by taking the aver-  approvalandapprovalreceived’  tion: Rates fixed by APMC will At Kerkori, residents claim  community should not be tar-
ageofthetwolowestvaluations,”  from the Finance Department,  be applicable and the valuation | theyreceivedtheJunellnotice geted. I know a lot of BJP
the guidelines says. Revenue Departmentand Agri-  will be certified by concerned | only on June 17. Issued under  workersand theirmembersare
The MRC will be formed at  cultureand Cooperation Depart-  sarpanch/ talati/mamlatdaror | Section 910of the 1956 law,ital- not happy with these inci-

each district level toresolve the  ment through letter on July 4,  the concerned legeder itonGochar  dents.”
—. . — o i terror-  cruitment c: andter-  JeMinfiltration of Pakistani ter-
MlS Slle S Terror llst istby the US in August 2012. ror-linked activities, butwillalso  roristsintoJ-Kand wasinvolved
Union Home Minister Amit ~ send a strong message of deter-  in the Sunjwan attack. He sup-

“Nobody could tell me what
the merchant navy actually
was,” she recalls. “This blank
spacewasmyspark. Iresolvedto
become the first person frommy
town to walk that path, so that
anyone who came looking for

lookat

i ious EV pol-
icy, Gupta said, the new policy
has redesigned the subsidy dis-
bursal mechanism. “Instead of
routingbenefitsthrough dealer-
ships, buyerswill apply directly

me, and I could show them
exactly what’s possible,” she
says.

‘With 3.23 lakh sailors (as of
2024), India ranks among the

througha portal, with
subsidy payments transferred
into their bank accounts
through Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) within 60 days of vehicle
registration,” she
said.

Acknowledging public con-
cernsoverinadequate charging
facilities, Guptasaid the govern-
ment plans to expand Delhi's
charging network from around
9,000 charging points to nearly
32,000 over the coming years.

toptl al uf sea-
farers, alongside the Philippines
and China, holding approxi-
mately 17% of global
crewshare. Today, nearly onein
five seafarers worldwide is In-
dian.

‘Women however make up
just1%ofthe total number of sea-
farers globally. Salim was one of
thetwowomen (the other being
adeck cadet) amongst the crew
of 24 on board her vessel as it
drifted near the war zone.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Inanotification, the Ministry
of Home Affairs identified
Saeed’s close associates as Abdul
Rauf, Hafiz Khalid Waleed and
Ranalftikhar. “Ranalftikhar, 54,
coordinates among anti-Jihadi
organisations, motivates youths
to carry out terrorist activities
and is a close associate of Hafiz
Saeed. Abdul Rauf, 52, belongs
to LeT and Jamaat-ud-Dawa, is
involved in planning and coor-
dinating terrorist activities, col-
lecting funds and is one of the
mainterroristsin LeTunder the
direct command of Hafiz Mu-
hammad Saeed,” the MHA said.

Hafiz Khalid Waleed is as-
sociated with LeTand JuD. Heis
theson-in-law of Hafiz Moham-
mad Saeed and has been a
member of the organisation’s
Central Advisory Committee
since 2003. He was the master-
mind behind the June 2016
Pampore attack, in which eight
CRPF personnel were killed. He

Shah, in a post on X, said “Pur-
suing PM Shri Narendra Modi
Ji’s vision of zero tolerance
againstterror, the MHA today de-
clared 23 dreaded terror func-
tionaries affiliated with banned
organisationsasterroristsunder
the provisions of the UAPA. The
designated terrorists are in-
volved in anti-India activities,
carryingoutterrorattacks, incit-
ingterror, trafficking arms, infil-
tratingthrough the border, facili-
tating terrorist organisations,
raising funds and recruiting ter-
rorists. Outofthe 23terroristsan-
nounced today, 17 are Pakistani
nationals and 6 are Indian na-
tionals. However, all of them at
Ppresent operate terrorist activ-
ities from Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir.”

According to the MHA, for-
mally designatingtheseindivid-
uals as terrorists will not only
help dismantle the terror eco-
system by curbing their finan-
cial networks, movements, re-

rence against and terrorist acts.
It will also enhance the ca-
pacity of security and law en-
forcement agencies to initiate
coordinated legal, investigative,
and preventive actions at na-
tional and international levels.
‘Among those designated as
terrorists is Masood Ilyas Kash-
miri, also known as Mufti
Masood Ilyas. The notification
describes him as a 41-year-old
man, currently residing in Ra-
‘walkot in Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir. He is a
seniorJeM functionary involved
in recruiting youths, imparting
training, and facilitating infiltra-
tion into India. The Centre has
also linked him to the April 22,
2022 attack on security forces at
Sunjwan in Jammu.
“Mohammad Mussadiq, also
known as Doctor alias Hamza, a
38-year-old resident of Shakar-
garh in Narowal district of Pak-
istan, has also been designated.
Heisoneofthemainhandlersof

plied arms and ammunition
through drones across the
border and is also involved in
handling a team of JeM cyber
players who use various social
media platforms to recruit
youths,” the notification stated.

Fifty-two-year-old Mufti Mu-
hammad Asghar Khan, also
knownas AbuSaad, aresidentof
Abbaspur in PoK, has also been
listed. “He is a launching com-
mander of JeM terrorists in J-K
and one of the masterminds of
the November 29,2016, attackon
the Indian Army camp at Na-
grota in Jammu,” the notifica-
tion said.

The Centre has also desig-
nated as terrorist 56-year-old
Hafiz Abdul Shakoor, whoworks
as alaunching commander for
JeMin J-K and was involved in
the 2016 Nagrota attack. Abdul-
lah Jehadi, 47, also involved in
the attack on the Indian Army
camp at Nagrota, too has been
listed.
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MEMBER OF LAST-ELECTED GOVT BODY OF CLUB MOVES COURT AGAINST CENTRE’S NOTICE

Pre-conceived design to take over
Gymkhana property: Civil suitin HC

Damini Nath
New Delhi, July 4

CHALLENGING THE Union
government’s June 29 eviction
notice to the Delhi Gymkhana
Club, a civil suit filed by a club
member in the Delhi High
Court has said that the notice
relies on a clause of the im-
perial-eralease thatis “unwork-
able” and that behind the move
liesa “pre-conceived design”to
take over the property.

The suit filed by Urmila
Gupta, a permanent voting
member and a part of the last-
elected government body of the
Club - moved by advocate Gau-
rav M Liberhan on Friday - ar-
gued that the Land & Develop-
ment Office’s (L&DO) eviction
notice to the Club and its May
22 letter ending the perpetual
lease of the land is illegal. The
civil suitis listed for hearingon
Monday.

Since 2022, the Club has
been managed by government-
appointed directors on orders
of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT). This was after
the Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs moved the NCLT alleging
irregularities in the manage-

The Gymkhana Club. fiLe

ment of the Club.

OnMay 22, the L&DO wrote
to the Club terminating the
lease that was signed on Febru-
ary 28,1928, saying it needed
the 27.03 acre plot on Safdar-
jung Road for “strengthening
and securing defence infra-
structure and other vital public
security purposes”.

“Theland is essential to ful-
fil urgent institutional needs,
governance infrastructure, and

Man hits wife with
battery, kills her over
infidelity suspicion,
later dies by suicide

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 4

A28-YEAR-OLD manallegedly
killed his wife by striking heron
the head with a battery after
suspecting her of talking to
someone on the phone and
then died by suicide by con-
sumingaluminium phosphide
tablets, in Outer Delhi's Ran-
hola, police said on Saturday.

The incident came to light
on the evening of July 2 after
Ranhola police station received
aPCR call regarding an alleged
attempt to murder awoman at
Tilangpur Kotla village.

According to police, when
officers reached the ground
floor of a rented accommoda-
tion, they found Nisha, aged
around 23-24 years, with a se-
vere head injury.

She was rushed to Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital,
Mangolpuri, where doctors de-
clared her brought dead, said
officers.

Police said Nisha had got
married to Vinay about four to
five years ago.

The couple, along with their
daughter - aged around three -
had been living as tenants in
the locality for the last six to
sevenmonths. Vinay worked in
a private company in Uttam
Nagar, they added.

“Preliminary investigation
suggests that Vinay allegedly
assaulted Nisha with an Exide
battery after suspecting her of
speaking to someone over the
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phone.

After the assault, he alleg-
edly consumed aluminium
phosphide (commonly known
as Sulphas) tablets,” said an of-
ficer.

“Vinay then took the
couple's daughter to his
mother's rented accommoda-
tioninKotla Vihar, about 150 m
away. He informed his sister,
Priya, that he had killed his wife
and had also consumed poi-
son,” the officer added.

When Priya reached the
couple's rented room, she
found Nisha lying in a pool of
blood.

She alerted the neighbours,
who informed the police.
Vinay, meanwhile, was taken to
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hos-
pital, where he was also de-
clared brought dead.

Police said postmortem
examinations have been con-
ducted, and
the bodies
have been
handed over
to their
families for
thelastrites.

An FIR
has  been
filed at Ran-
hola police
stationunder
Section103(1)

y

DELHI

public-interest projects, inte-
grated with the resumption of
adjoining government lands,”
it said, referring to its recent
taking over of the Jaipur Polo
Ground and clearing of slums
inthearea near the Prime Min-
ister’s residence.

Under Clause 4 of the lease,
the government could take
back the land if it was needed
fora public purpose.

Then onJune 29, the L&DO

issued an eviction notice under
the Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorised Occupants) Act,
1971 askingthe Club’s represen-
tative to appear before it on
July 7 fora hearing.

The civil suit pointed to a
contradiction in the May 22
letter. While Clause 4 of the
lease, as cited in the L&DO
letter, said the government can
re-enter - that is take pos-
session of - and then deter-
mine, which means end the
lease and change the allotment,
the letter said the government
isdeterminingand then re-en-
tering the property.

It added that this goes
against Clause 4 of the lease
and that this was done without
issuing a show-cause notice to
the Club.

“..the impugned
order/letter is ex-facie illegal,
and contrarytolegal principles
based upon a pre-conceived
design toappropriate the prop-
erty of the Gymkhana Club,”
the suit said.

Itadded that Clause4 of the
lease, which was allotted by the
Secretary of State for India in
Council in 1928, itself was
contrary to law.

“..alternatively Clause 4 as
existing is unworkable, grant
extensive power and is how-
ever contrary to law being in-
consistent with the grant of the
suit property to the Gymkhana
Club, therefore, Clause 4 is li-
abletobedeclared void and un-
enforceable being contrary to
law and unconscionable,” the
suitadded.

The land was given to the
Club - an incorporated com-
pany - on payment of Rs 5,460.
As per the lease, it was to be
used for “a club and purposes
forwhich the same are custom-
arily used, including the hold-
ing of banquets, concerts and
dances and the lodging and
boarding of the members resi-
dentinthe premises...,” the civil
suit further said.

The L&DO has argued that
it needs theland back for public
purposes. Inits eviction notice,
it has said that the premises
“constitute valuable public
premises vested in the Union of
India and the Government is
underan obligation to regulate,
protect and utilise such public
property in accordance with
public interest and public pur-
pose”.

DELHI COURT HEARS FARMHOUSE FIRING CASE

‘Don’t need Singham or
Pushpa in state governed by
law’: BJP MLA gets 4-year jail

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, July.4

ADELHI courton Saturday sen-
tenced Bihar BJP MLA Raju
Kumar Singh to four years in
prison in a case of celebratory
firing inside his farmhouse in
South Delhi’s Fatehpur Beri on
New Year’s Eve in 2018. The fir-
inghad led to the death of a 45-
'year-old woman.

"We need neitheraSingham
noraPushpainastategoverned
bytheruleoflaw. The brazenact
of firing by Raju Kumar Singh
was, however, an inspiration to
both such aspirations," said
Special Judge Vishal Gogne of
Rouse Avenue Court in his
order. "...the court finds it quite
foreseeable that such acts of fir-
ing by a MLA embolden others
to emulate such conduct in
similar or even larger measure.
The rank and file of those who
seek macho gratification with
the imagery of guns being fired
would include not only the law-
less criminals but also uniform
clad protectors of the law," he
added.

Judge Gogne also said that

‘No option but to follow SC order’: Court
denies bail to Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 4

A DELHI court on Saturday re-
jected the bail applications of
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam in the larger-conspiracy
terror case linked to the 2020
Northeast Delhiriots, underlin-
ingthat it had "no option but to
follow" the Supreme Court
order dated January 5.
OnJanuary5, theapex court
had refused bail to Khalid and
Imam in the larger-conspiracy
case, whilegrantingthe reliefto
co-accused Gulfisha Fatima,
Meeran Haider, Shifa Ur Reh-
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man, Mohammad Saleem Khan
and Shadab Ahmad. Abenchof
Justices Aravind Kumar and N
V Anjaria had then observed
that there wasa prima-facie case
against Khalid and Imamunder
the stringent Unlawful Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act (UAPA)
and held that all accused could
notbetreated equally in view of
the "hierarchy of participation".

Only on the completion of
the examination of the pro-
tected witnesses, the apex court
had said, or upon expiry of one
year from the date of said order,
whichever is earlier, Imam and
Khalid would be at liberty to
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programme. The students currently enrolled in other programme at NLU Delhi shall

programme.

3600

Total Seats: All the applicants, who are found eligible, will be admitted to the

Duration of the Programme: One year
Fee: The tuition fees for the programme for Indian Nationals shall be Rs. 1,00.000
[One Lakh only]. For foreign nationals, the amount shall be USD 10808 [One
Thousand Eighty only).
Interested candidates should apply online only. For further details relating to
application form and eligibility criteria visit http:/iwww.nludelhi.ac.in
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renew their prayer for grant of
bail.

As the matter came up be-
fore him on Saturday, Addi-
tional Sessions Judge Sameer
Bajpai of Karkardooma Court
said thatthe bail pleas of the ac-
cused were not maintainable in
court and he could neither en-
tertain the pleasnor grantthem
relief. "This court has no option
but to follow the judgment
dated January 5,2026, as passed
by the Supreme Court, whereby
the petitions of both the appli-
cantsweredismissed. Following
the said order of the Supreme
Court, this court cannot enter-

tain the applications and grant
bail totheapplicants. In fact, the
applications are not maintain-
able and they are hereby dis-
missed," the Judge said.
"Since then, there are no
substantial changes of circum-
stancesas pleaded by the appli-
cants and there arises no ques-
tiontore-consider thebail of the
applicants," the Judge under-
lined. Khalid and Imam were
booked under the stringent
UAPA for allegedly being part of
alarger conspiracy linked tothe
February 2020 riots in North-
east Delhi, which left 53 people
dead and over 700 injured.

BJP MLA Raju Singh. ani

Singhwill pay Rs25lakh ascom-
pensation tothe victim's family.

Singh was convicted under
Section 304 (II) (culpable homi-
cide not amounting to murder)
of theIPCand under Section 30
ofthe Arms Act (punishment for
contravention oflicence or rule)
onJune6.

During a New Year’s Eve
gathering at his farmhouse at
Ambedkar Colony’s Rose Farm,
Singh had fired gunshots in the
air, which hit a woman named
ArchanaGupta. She died during
treatment at a hospital.

"Such display and use of
weapons by a MLA conveys to
criminalsthatagunisaweapon

of choice, flaunting and asser-
tion. Considering that certain
states inIndiaare known to har-
bor illicit production facilities
for local firearms, the sight of a
MLAactinglike astrongman by
untrammeled use of firearms,
even on social occasions, en-
courages an ecosystem of illicit
firearms," Judge Gogne said in
the order. "...many an aspiring
gang leader or strong man has
stepped into politics in our na-
tion on the strength of the gun,
earning thereby the notorious
sobriquet of Bahubali. In his zeal
tobeseenasgun wielding politi-
cian, the conduct of the convict
notonlybetrays the public trust
of his constituents but also en-
courages ageneral subscription
to his conduct by criminal el-
ements," headded.

The prosecution had exam-
ined 33 witnesses, among
‘whomseven were eyewitnesses.
Primarily, three eyewitnesses
supported the charge against
Singh - Vikas Gupta, the hus-
band of the deceased and the
complainant in the case, his
cousin Puneetand Puneet's wife
Sapna.

58-year-old man arrested for
rape of toddler in Ghaziabad

Drishti Jain
Ghaziabad, July 4

ATWO-AND-A HALF year old
girlwas allegedly raped by a 58-
year-old man in Ghaziabad on
Saturday morning, police said.
The accused, a labourer, has
beenarrested.

Assistant Commissioner of
Police (Kotwali) Upasana Pan-
deysaidaPCR call wasreceived
by the local police station re-
garding the incident. “The ac-
cused, a labourer, has been
taken into custody,” she added.

According to officers, the
girl, whose father works as a la-

| bourer and mother as a do-
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mestic help, was playing with
her siblings outside her home
around 11amwhen theaccused
took her to a nearby secluded
place. The houses of the ac-
cusedand the minorarelocated
atadistance of around 3-4 km.
They are not related, said an of-
ficer. “After being raped, while
the girl was returning home,
residents noticed that the ac-
cused was walking behind her.
The minor was bleeding from
her private parts. Locals in-
formed the police and he wasar-
rested,” the officer added.

Acaseunderthe POCSO Act
and of rape under BNS was
lodged by the police.
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‘EV policy for common people...maybein
next phase, willinclude hybrid vehicles too’

. EXPRESS
mterview
REKHAGUPTA

DELHICHIEF MINISTER

The much-awaited EV
policy is here. Have you set
any targets that you want
to meet next year?

This new EV policy is very
different, special and common

mentand EV adoption remains
strong. We have disbursed Rs45
crore in subsidy payments.
Our government has now
created a dedicated portal and
within 60 days of receiving the
Registration Certificate (RC),
the buyers will receive the sub-
sidy amount in their account
through Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT). Applicants can apply
themselves nowand payments
will be made directly to manu-
facturers by the government...
Thec lated toin-

man-centric. We have given all
kinds of possible incentives to
the people. We have given sub-
sidy, scrapping incentive, road
tax, registration exemption —
everything. So, the target you
talk about, we have d

form buyers whether the ve-
hicles they are buying are eli-
gible for subsidy or not.

You have set strict

and

it. We have not putany capping
(on incentives and subsidies);
unlike other states, wherever
EV policy was it

foradoption of EVtwo-and

three-wheelers. But one

big concern isinadequate
infrastructure

came with capping.

‘We want as many people as
possible toavail the benefits, so
that the city improves, the air
improves. The more they avail
the benefits, the more success-
ful we will be and the faster we
will eliminate pollution.

Draft policy proposed 50%
road tax and registration
‘waiver for strong hybrids
butitwas droppedinthe
final policy. Why?

The way a hybrid engine
works s that, at the time you ac-
celerate, even slightly, it auto-
matically switches to petroland
the electric feature doesn’t
really work.

The second thing is pocket.
Currently, we have invested Rs
15,000 crore in the big segment
— two-wheelers and autorick-
shaws, one of the biggest con-
tributors of pollution. So, for
the big component, we gave a
big incentive. So, we need to
take this policy in a phase-wise
manner. This EV policy is for
the next three to four years.
Maybe in the next phase, we
willinclude hybrid vehicles too.

If anew technology for
hybrids comes orifit
supports clean fuel, will
'you considerit?

Today, we are focused on
the most feasible technology
we have, and that is EV. So, we
adopted it immediately. In the
future, ifabetter option comes,
we can equally take it up.

How different is your EV
policy incomparison to
the previous policy? In the
previous policy, people
struggled to get subsidy,
which they had to apply for
atthe dealership only with
their help while buying the
vehicle. Under this policy,

The success of this policy
depends on the success of the
charging infrastructure. It is
also one of our key priorities.
Not only the government, but
all government agencies, de-
partments and OEMs (original
equipment manufacturers) will
work together on this. We have
made OEMs, whose products
will be sold in the market, re-
sponsible for the development
of the charging infrastructure.
The Delhi Transco Limited has

beenmade the nodal agency, so
f

thatitcanenst of

Days after unveiling the Delhi Electric Vehicle Policy 2026, Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta talks to Gayathri Mani on how the new measures would reduce air
pollution, create jobs and transform Delhi while also benefitting the common man.

tives fortwo wheelers Thereis
0of Rs 30,000,

adequate power and charging
network while overseeing
strengthening of sub-stations.

Another important step we
have taken is the provision of a
single-window clearance sys-
tem for those investing in and
developing charging infra-
structure. They should not face
any unnecessary hurdles and
the government will provide
them with full support.

In fact, this will open up a
new segment for employment,
entrepreneurship and invest-
ment. A new industry will
emerge in Delhi and many will
build businesses around the
charging infrastructure.

Have you set any year-wise
target to achieve this?
Currently, we have around
9,000 charging points. On aver-
age, we will expand this every
year, adding about 10,000
charging points annually until
we reach the target of 32,000.
We have already created
charging infrastructure at bus
depots and terminals. Grad-
ually, asour requirements grow,
we will expand the network.

Two-wheeler owners
largely belongto the
middle-income group. As
per studies, 60% of them

people have to apply for rely on this mode forlong-
subsidy and work.

The previous government Do you think e-bikes have
did launch a policy butithad  thatcapacity to match

several gaps and leakages, due
to which neither the benefits
reached the intended benefici-
aries nor they had an intent to
give incentives. Even pending
subsidy amounts from the ear-
lier regime have been cleared by
our government to ensure that
public trust in both the govern-

petrol bikes?

E-bikes have better capacity
than petrol bikes (for long dis-
tance travel). People wanted to
switchtoelectrictwo-wheelers
but they could not do so be-
cause of the cost gap. Keeping
this in mind, the government
has provided the highestincen-

scrapping incentive of Rs
10,000, along with exemptions
on road tax and registration
charges. Taken together, I be-
lieve the total incentive comes
to around Rs 60,000-70,000
per vehicle.

So, people are happy to shift
to EVs... and when people will
get charging facilities in every
location across the city, they
would be able to cover even
longer routes. We held multiple
meetings with stakeholders,
andbased onthosediscussions,
‘we decided to give the highest
priority to the largest segment.

If you speak to people who
arealready using EVs, they will
tell you that it almost feels as if
the vehicle is running free of
cost. The fuel savings are so
substantial that it feels like
there is hardly any operating
expense... S0, people are happy.

Thereis ahuge
dependence on China for
EVbatteries. How will you
address this? Also, we are
seeing that Chinese apps
can control and shutdown
e-rickshaws, whichisa
safety threat.

‘We have taken a few stepsin
this regard. First, we have en-
sured EVs covered under the
policy must be registered in
Delhi. Secondly, we have given
preference to Indian com-
panies and Indian-made prod-
ucts to reduce dependency on
China. A few days ago, when
this issue (of e-rickshaws shut-
ting down) surfaced, the gov-
ernment acted immediately.

Going forward, the govern-
ment will ensure that batteries
of better quality are used and
such things do not happen -
through apps or hacking.

Thereis no question of ifs and buts
in our policy. Please have trust and
confidencein the government.
Withinjustone year,a
comprehensive EV policy has
beenimplemented with 360-
degree efforts... We will make it
100% successful; the government
is working on it wholeheartedly.

The policy is designed for the
common people and the middle
class because they depend on
their vehicles the most for daily
travel. A wealthy person may own
four cars and one among them
may be an EV. But a middle-class
family usually has just one car or
onescooter - their dream as well
as their medium of daily utility.

disbursed Rs 45

subsidy
payments

Previous govt’s policy had
many gaps... neither the
benefitsreached the
beneficiaries nor they

had intent to give
incentives.... We have (=

croreinpending

Thunderstorms, light rain likely over next few days

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 4

TWO DAYS after the Southwest
Monsoon reached Delhi, parts of
thecity received moderate spells
of rainon Saturday. The IMD is-
sued several yellow alerts
through the day before upgrad-
ing the warning to an orange
alertby eveningamid intensify-
ing thunderstorm activity.

Rainfall remained uneven
across the city. While the city's
base observatories recorded
onlytracerainfallinthe24 hours
ending8.30am, showers picked
up later in the day.

Between 11.30 am and 2.30
pm, Pusa recorded 23.5 mm of
rainfall, the highest in Delhi, fol-
lowed by Janakpuri (9.5 mm),
Ridge (38 mm)and Mayur Vihar
(1 mm). During the next three
hours ending 5.30 pm, Pitam-
purareceived 0.5mm of rain.

The IMD has forecast gen-
erally cloudy skies over the next
fewdays, withspellsof light rain,
thunderstorms and lightning
likely. Gusty winds of up to 50
kmph are expected on Sunday

o Skywatch
Ak
Forecast: July5,2026

Generally cloudy sky; spell
ofverylight to light rainfall

MAX: 33-35
1.6°Cbelow normal
MIN: 27-29
.9°Cbelow normal

* AQITracker
ITo Bawana
Moderate Poor
AQl:107 AQl:228
Anand Vihar Rohini
Moderate Moderate
AQl:163 AQI:133

and Monday, with maximum

temperatures remaining be-

tween 30°Cand 33°C.
Southwest Monsoon had

Vehicles wade througha

reached Delhi on Thursday, five
dayslater than its normal onset
date of June 27.

The Capital's Air Quality

droadat iin Delhi

Index (AQI) was recorded in the
"Moderate' category on Saturday
and the 24-hour average AQI
stood at 123 at 4 pm, as com-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

heavy rainfall on Saturday. ani

pared to the average AQI of 105
(Moderate), recorded at the
sametime Friday, as per Central
Pollution Control Board data.

PHOTOS BY PRAVEEN KHANNA

‘We have designed this policy
asanend-to-endsolution. While
we are providing subsidies, we
arealso planninge-waste plants
for battery disposal... Overall, it
is a fool-proof policy... It com-
bines regulatory mandates with
incentives to encourage people
to adopt EVs. Ultimately,

get their overaged vehicles
scrapped and replaceitwith EV.

For four-wheelers priced
below Rs 30 lakh, we are giving
an incentive of Rs 1 lakh for
cars, whichisbig. When people
get such incentives, it moti-
vates them to replace their old
vehiclesimmediately.

The policy is primarily de-
signed for the common people
and the middle class because
they depend on their vehicles
the most for daily travel. A
wealthy person may own four
cars and one among them may
be an EV. But a middle-class
family usually has just one car
or one scooter - which is their
dream as well as their medium
of daily utility. So, this policy is
specifically targeted for the
middle class.

use of ethanol-blended
petrol thatis affecting the
mileage and engine
capacity of their cars. Have
youreceived any
complaints in this regard?
No... as of now, we have not
received any such complaints.

The EV policy indicates
mandates for four-
‘wheelers. Can Delhi expect
strict mandates for petrol
and diesel cars in future?

We have already set man-
dates forN2BS-VIvehiclesand
N1 trucks, starting from Janu-
ary 1, 2027. These vehicles are
called chhota haathi, and
mostly ply in the city. So, the
government has placed strong
emphasis on this segment.

‘We have also provided good
scrappage incentives for differ-

Delhi has thousands of ent categories of vehicles, in-
smallmechanicshopsand  cluding cars... This policy will
workshops thatservice be in place for four years but in
petroland diesel vehicles. the fumre as and when more
People inth will arise, they (four-
nowbesi ly heel will be included
affected. Is the within this framework.
government planning any

training or skill If charging infrastructure
development programme or subsidy disbursal faces
to help themlearn EV delay, will the timelines for
repair sKills? phasing out new petrol

Earlier, people used to oper-
ate pedal rickshaws. Then e-
rickshaws came and people
naturally upgraded... Today, an
e-rickshaw driver earnsaround
Rs 20,000 a month. Society
adapts and moves to the next
stage on its own.

Similarly, EVs will create
many new joband business op-
portunities. As I said earlier,
charginginfrastructureitselfis

Keepingthiscitycleani
responsibility,and weall need to
work together to achieve that.

Registrations of petrol
two-wheelers will stop in
the nexttwo years. At the
same time, alarge number
of two-wheelers and autos
registered around 2011~
2013 will complete their 15-
yearlifespan. Do you have
aplan for phasing out
these vehicles?

Yes, the scrapping and sub-
sidy benefits are meant exactly
for this purpose. We have pro-
vided scrapping incentives for
every category of vehicle - e-
rickshaws, autorickshaws, even

going major sector.
Itwill require people to operate
it, maintain it and manage it.
Likewise, EVs will also need
trained mechanics.

The industry naturally re-
sponds to these emerging
requirements. Training pro-
grammes are already under-
way. The government is
strengthening its skill centres
so that people can also learn
about EV technology. The gov-
ernment is already working in
that direction.

two-wheelers be revised?
There is no question of ifs
and buts in our policy...Have
trustand confidence in the gov-
ernment. Within just one year,
acomprehensive EV policy has
been implemented with
360-degree efforts... We will
make it 100% successful; the
government is working on it
‘wholeheartedly.

‘Whatis your larger
roadmap to address
pollution in Delhi?

We presented a Rs 1 lakh
crorebudgetand earmarked Rs
22,000 crore as 'Green Budget'
to curb pollution — road infra-
structure, dust mitigation,ve-
hicular emission, sanitation
and waste management. The
government allocated dedi-
cated funds to the MCD to pur-
chase litter picker machines
and mechanical road sweeping
machines. Resources have
been provided to ellmmate

Itissaid that EV 3
especially of cars, havea
life of 5-6 years. After that
they require replacement
andret i

Jugaad-type , N1
category vehicles
andcars... Theidea
behind the scrap-
ping incentive is
to phase out
older petrol ve-
hicles and en-
courage people to

expensive. Do you have any
planto subsidise the same
or any talks with OEMs?

OEMs will equally partici-
pate and share responsibilities
across all aspects — from bat-
tery replacement to retrofitting
—andwillalso help find pocket-
friendly solutionsto customers.
The entire ecosystem will be
made more cost-effective and
consumer-friendly.

‘With the rollout, things will
gradually settle down and im-
prove over time, because this is
an open market. Any industry
that wants to survive, will find
its own solutions, create new

opportunities and offer better
servicesto consumers...

People have been
complaining about

Delhi’s garbage and
torevive water bodies.

Reducing pollution in Delhi
requires action on multiple
fronts, and we are making ef-
forts in every direction.

Forthe first time, capital ex-
penditure has crossed 30% of
Delhi’sbudget. Earlier, it rarely
exceeded Rs5,000-7000 crore,
as a large share of the Budget
was spent on free schemes...
‘Today, we are investing signifi-
cantly in long-term projects to
curb pollution, improve infra-
structure, develop new roads,
flyovers and make the city
clean and beautiful.

Delhi is transforming... It
has chosenanewdirection, one
focused on building a cleaner,
more modern and better fu-
ture. The EV policyisalsoapart
of this transformation, and we
believeitwillusherinanewera
of cleaner mobility, making
Delhi a cleaner and better city
for everyone.

DJB work set to hit water supply

in East & South Delhi for 2 days

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 4

MULTIPLE PARTS in East and
South Delhi are set to see a dis-
ruption in water supply on
Monday (July 6) and Tuesday
(July 7) due to maintenance
work at Sonia Vihar Water
Treatment Plant (WTP), the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) said on
Saturday. Apart from the main-
tenance work, the DJB under-
lined, construction of abound-
ary wall along the Taimoor
Nagar drain is being carried out
in compliance with a Delhi
High Court ruling in May amid
concerns over waterlogging.
Sonia Vihar Water Treat-
ment Plant, with a 635 million
liters per day (MLD) capacity, is
one of Delhi's largest water
treatment facilities. It treats raw
water drawn from the Upper
Ganga Canal at Muradnagar
and plays a key role in meeting
the Capital's daily water de-
mand. It supplies drinking

water to large parts of South,
Central and East Delhi.
Inastatement, the DJB said
it will undertake maintenance
works at the water treatment

Colony, Malviya Nagar and ad-
joining localities.

‘Water supply will also re-
main affected from 10 am on
Tuesday until 4 pm to facilitate

ion of a newly

plant forthei ionof thei
anewlylaid water pipelinenear  laid 1,500-mm mild steel water
the Taimoor Nagar drain. pipeline near Khizrabad Village

Major maintenance works
on the 1,900-mm South Delhi
main of the WTP will affect
water supply for eight hourson
Monday, starting10am. Asare-
sult, water supply in the af-
fected areas may either remain
unavailable or be available at
low pressure until the evening,
the statement read.

Areas likely to be impacted
include CWG Village, Patpar-
ganj, Okhla, Zakir Nagar, Batla
House, Siddharth Enclave,
Khan Market, Aliganj, Jor Bagh,
Lodhi Colony, Nizamuddin,
Ambedkar Nagar, South Exten-
sion, Lajpat Nagar, Sarai Kale
Khan, Kand L Pockets of Sarita
Vihar, Greater Kailash (South),
Chhatarpur, Srinivaspuri, Amar

alongthe Taimoor Nagar drain,
according to the statement.
The shutdown may impact
supply from underground res-
ervoirs, including Sarai Kale
Khan, Apollo, Sarita Vihar and
Greater Kailash (South), as well
as areas supplied through the
Malviya Nagar Water Services
and the Greater Kailash Master
Balancing Reservoir.
Localities expected to wit-
ness disruption include Ash-
ram, Jangpura-B, Badarpur,
East of Kailash, Saket, Geetan-
jali Enclave, Malviya Nagar, Chi-
rag Delhi, Panchsheel Park,
Greater Kailash-IT and I1I, CR
Park, Hauz Khas, Gulmohar
Park, Green Park, Mehrauli, Va-
sant Kunj and adjoining areas.
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UDAN nextphase with Rs 29,000 cr
outlay; PM opens J ()dhpur terminal

HamzaKhan
Jaipur, July 4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi launched the next phase
of UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) and inaugurated
Jodhpur Airport’s New Ter-
minal Building (NTB) in
Jodhpur Saturday.

On the occasion, Union
Minister of Civil Aviation Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu said
that the launch of the Modified
UDAN Scheme “marks the be-
ginning of a new chapter in In-
dia's aviation journey”. “Since
2016, UDAN has transformed
the Prime Minister's vision of
'Hawai Chappal se Hawai Jahaz'
into a national movement by

i irtravel le, ac-

PM Narendra Modi, Civil Awanon Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu and

M Bhajan Lal S|

of the new

terminal building of JodhpurAlrponon Saturday. pri
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ingofRs10,043 crore to sustain
regional airline operations. The
scheme also the in-

cessible and aspirational for
every Indian,” he said.
Launched in October 2016,
the UDAN Scheme has oper-
ationalised 669 routes and 95
airports, heliports and water
aerodromes, covering over 1.66
crore passengers. This March,
the Union Cabinet had ap-
proved the Modified UDAN
Scheme with an outlay of ap-
proximately Rs 29,000 crore
over the next ten years to accel-
erateaviation-led development.
The Modified UDAN
Scheme focuses on expanding
regional aviation infrastructure
through the development of
100 aerodromes from existing
unserved airstrips with an in-
vestment of Rs 12,159 crore. It
also provides Rs 2,577 crore to-
‘wards Operations and Main-
tenance support for regional
airports, development of 200
modern helipads with an in-
vestment of Rs 3,661 crore, and
continued Viability Gap Fun

duction of indigenous aircraft
and helicopters, including HAL
Dhruv and Dornier platforms,
for operations in underserved
and remote regions.

Modi also inaugurated the
New Terminal Building at
Jodhpur Airport developed by
the Airports Authority of India
atacostof Rs480 crore. Spread
across 23,342 square metres,
the terminal is designed to
handle1,500 passengers during
peak hours and 20 lakh passen-
gers annually. It features 20
check-in counters, advanced
security screening systems,
modern baggage handling fa-
cilities and six aerobridges, en-
suring aseamless passenger ex-
perience.

The newly developed apron
can accommodate 11 A-321 air-
craft and one ATR-72 aircraft,
while the city-side infrastruc-
ture provides parking for ap-
proximalely 320 cars, the gov-

Kinjarapu said that the new
terminal “beautifully reflects
the rich cultural and architec-
tural heritage of Marwar. From
itsroyal Rajasthani facade toin-
teriors inspired by the region's
vibrant traditions, the terminal
will offer every passenger, es-
pecially visitors from across the
world, their very first experi-
ence of Rajasthan's warmth
and the spirit of 'Padharo
Mhare Desh.”

The existing terminal, with
an annual capacity of about 4
lakh passengers, had reached
saturation due to sustained
traffic growth. “The new facility
addresses future demand while
incorporating sustainable fea-
tures such as energy-efficient
systems, water conservation
measures and green building
practices aimed at achieving a
5-Star GRIHA rating. Architec-
turally inspired by Rajasthan's
royal heritage, the terminal
blends traditional elements
such as arches and jharokhas
with contemporary design,”

the government said.

ment said.
Free Whatsapp Channel hllps //whatsnpp com/channel/0029VanZVRh6RGIOKHGOBd()F

" EXPRESS special -

' Modiopens chip facility

in Gujarat, tells youth:
‘ideaaapka, saath mera’

Express News Service
Rajkot July4

“ISAID earlier this year that
India will have four functional
semiconductor factories in
2026 but today my Minister has
said that there would be five. In
the past six months alone, pro-
duction has started in three fa-
cilities. Today’s India has great
ambitions and the strength to
achieve them as well. India
gives the same confidence and
the same trust to investors as
well. Our policies have stability.
Our decisions have stability
and progress has pace,” PM
Narendra Modisaid in Sanand,
Gujarat, on Saturday.

PM Modi was speaking at a
ceremony to mark the com-
mencement of commercial
production of CG Semi Out-
sourced Semiconductor As-
sembly and Test (ISAT) facility
inSanand.

On his plans two decades
ago, the PM said, “Around 20
years ago, or before, I made
planstosetupasemiconductor
plantin Gujarat. Identified 350-
400 acres near Gandhinagar
and Prantij and spoke to some
companies. The Government
was also talking about big
things. But I don’t know what
happened and their (govern-
ment) feet got shackled, and
talks didn’t proceed further.
Today I see my 20-year-old
dream, something that nobody

talked about at that time, today
when it’s happening, I have a
lot of happiness.”

“Thisis the third unit where
commercial production of chip
packaging is set to begin... This
CG semiconductor plantisare-
sult of cooperation between
India, Japan, Thailand and
other partners. It is not just a
businessventure itisamodel of
partnership that will give new
impetus toIndia’s semiconduc-
tor journey. I'm told 20 crore
chips will be manufactured
here each year ... 'mtold you
all have aimed at reaching 500
crore chipsayear...”

He asked youths to make
the most of the opportunities
that semiconductor and Al
werebringing to India. Hesaid,
“I'want to tell the youth that
whenever any new industrial
revolution comes, the most op-
portunities are for the youth...
Today is the era of semiconduc-
tor and Al and these two are
also bringing many opportun-
ities. The need of the day is skill
and new ideas. What matters
today is whether you have a
new idea or not. Whether you
have the will to learn some-
thing new or not. The youth
should not waste this oppor-
tunity and I tell you “idea
aapka, saath mera.”

The PM also congratulated
the company for starting the
OSAT facility in less than two
and ahalfyears.

Temple donation ‘theft’, UGC rules row: Ahead of
UP polls, BJP’s focus on prompt action, correction

Lalmani Verma
Lucknow July4

CONCERNED OVER the politi-
cal implications of the alleged
theft of donations at Ayodhya’s
Ram Temple ahead of the 2027
UP Assembly polls, the BJP’s
central leadership on Saturday
asked its membersin thestateto
deal with the issue “carefully”
and tell people about the action
taken by the BJP-led state gov-
ernment in the matter so far,
promising them prompt action
against the culprits.

At a meeting with BJP MPs
and MLAs, party president Nitin
Nabinspoke ontheRam Temple
donation theft and the UGC
regulations row that erupted ear-
lierthis year, said sources. Nabin
said the alleged embezzlement
of donations has hurt the entire

Hindu society and the BJP or-
ganisation. “He called the theft
a‘mistake’ done by some ‘wrong
people’and assured that the mis-
take will be corrected and the
government will take every ac-
tion to punish the guilty and
bring more transparency (in
counting of donations).”

The sources said Nabin ac-
cused the Opposition parties of
“conspiring” to politicise the
temple donation theftissueand
gave the example of the recent
Ayodhya visit by AAP convener
Arvind Kejriwal.

Onthe UGCregulations row,
following which some upper
caste leaders from UP districts
resigned from the BJP, Nabin
said the party members should
not panicorreactabruptly toany
suchissue. “Nabin-jisaid thein-
tention behind the new UGC

regulations was not wrong and
whatever has happened, the
government will correct that
t0o,"said a BJPleader.

Sources said BJP’s national
general secretary (organisation)
B L Santhosh spoke on the
temple donation rowinthe pres-
ence of Nabin in a closed-door
meeting with newly appointed
state office-bearers, morcha
presidents, regional and district
presidents at the BJPstate head-
quarters in Lucknow. Sources
said Santhosh also expressed
concern over the UGC regula-
tions controversy. UP Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath was also
presentat the meeting.

“Santhosh-ji, in his address,
asked us to be careful on both
Ram Temple and UGC regula-
tions issues. He asked the party
leaderstotell the people thatthe

issue of ‘theft of donations’ was
unfortunate, but the UPgovern-
ment promptly constituted an
SIT to probe the matter. An FIR
hasbeenlodged and arrestshave
been made,” said a party leader
whoattended the meeting.
“About UGC row, Santhosh
said somewronguse of wordsin
thenotification ofthe new regu-
lations created a negative mess-
age. We have to tell this to the
people,” said another leader.
The UGC equity regulations
2026, notified in January this
'year, were meant toaddress dis-
crimination, including caste
bias, in highereducation institu-
tions. The new regulations, how-
ever, sparked protests and calls
for withdrawal from sections of
students, who claimed they
could createdivisions over caste
and lead to “harassment” of

those in the general category.

The Supreme Court later
stayed the UGC (Promotion of
Equity in Higher Education In-
stitutions) Regulations, 2026,
observingthat they raise impor-
tant questions which, if left un-
examined, could have “very
sweeping consequences”.

At the meeting with BJP of-
fice-bearers, Nabin said the SP
and the Congress were “indulg-
ing in negative politics to divert
the attention of the people be-
causetheydonothaveanyissue
against the BJP government”.
“Wedon'thavetofallintothe Op-
position trap. We have towork for
the growth of UP,” he said.

He asked the party to com-
pletethe constitution of regional
and district committees by this
month-end and prepare for the
2027 elections.

Pirated movies,
OTT content:
Govtnoticeto
Telegram, seeks
reportin15days

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, July 4

‘THE I&B Ministry on Saturday
issued a notice to Telegram
over the alleged widespread
dissemination of pirated films,
OTT content, and other audio-
visual material throughits plat-
form, while directing the mess-
aging app to take corrective
action and submit an action-
taken report within 15 days.

Itislearnt that the I&B min-
istry hasalso asked Telegram to
strengthen its systems for the
detection, reporting, disabling
of access to and removal of pi-
rated films and infringing
audio-visual content.

The Ministry has directed
Telegram to act against repeat
infringers, including channels,
groups, bots, accounts, admin-
istrators, and associated en-
tities, while seeking details of its
grievance redressal mechan-
ism for producers, OTT plat-
forms, and law-enforcement
agencies.

Telegram has been asked to
detail measures adopted to pre-
vent, detect, and remove pi-
rated content from the plat-
forminits report. According to
officials, the communication
signals a shift from previous
piecemeal takedown to plat-
form accountability. The gov-
ernment had earlier acted
against over 3,000 Telegram
channels for pirated content.

Reminding Telegram that,
as an intermediary, it is
required to observe due dili-
gence under the IT Actand the
IT Rules, the I&B Ministry has
stated that Telegram should
not be waiting for the govern-
ment to identify each piracy
channel and also emphasised
thatapurelyreactive, channel-
by-channel takedown ap-
proach may notbesufficient to
demonstrate due diligence as
required under the IT Act,
2000, and the IT Rules, 2021.

‘Channi a crown on Cong head”:

Jaishankar begins
trip to four West
Asia nations today;
will visit US July 13

Part of official tour of six nations, he is
scheduled to travel to Brussels July 14-15

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 4

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
SJaishankar isscheduled tode-
part Sunday on a six-nation
tour, visiting four Gulf coun-
triesimpacted by the West Asia
war — Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait
and Oman — apart from the US
and Belgium. The tour issched-
uled from July 5to 15, the Min-
istry said Saturday.

All these Gulf countries
have hosted American military
personnel, bases and military
facilities for decades, and have
been attacked by Iran as a re-
taliatory response against the
US and Israeli military offen-
sive that began in February.

Meanwhile, Qatarand Oman
have also emerged as key medi-
ators, along with Pakistan, in
bringingabout Iran ceasefire.

In this geopolitical context,
Jaishankar’svisitistimed toget
asense of the ceasefire and its
aftermath. Announcing the
visit, the MEA said Sat that

External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankar’s visit will focus on
enhancing bilateral ties with
Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and
Oman, said MEA. aniFiLE

Ayatollah Khamenei’s funeral.

In this backdrop, Jaishan-
Kkar’s visit will focus on getting
asense of the status quo so far
as the US-Iran peace frame-
work is concerned. India also
has robust energy ties with all
these countries,and hasaflour-
ishing diaspora working and
living there.

Jaishankar is scheduled to
head tothe UStolaunch India’s
official forUNSCten-

Jaishankarwill be onan “official
visit to Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait
and Oman from July 5to 10”.
During the visit, the MEA said,
he will be meeting his counter-
partsand the leadership.

“The visit will focus on en-
hancing our bilateral relations
with the four countries and also
provide an opportunity to ex-
change views on regional de-
velopments and issues of mu-
tual interest,” the MEA said.

Jaishankar’s visit follows
the visit of the Indian delega-
tion — consisting of Bihar Gov-
ernor Lt Gen (retd) Syed Ata
Hasnain and MoS, External Af-
fairs Pabitra Margerita — at

ure2028-29,in New Yorkon July
13. The tenure also coincides
with LokSabhaelectionssched-
uledtobeheld in2029.Indiahas
beenanon-permanent member
of the UNSC for eight terms,
with the most recent being the
2021-22 term.

Inthelastlegof his tour, Jai-
shankar is expected to visit
Brussels for the 3rd India-EU
Trade and Technology Council
Meeting and interact with
his EU and Belgian counter-
parts on July 14-15. This is one
of the key meetings after the
twosides concluded the negoti-
ations for the India~-EU FTA
earlier this year.

Warring denies rift within party

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, July 4

PUNJAB CONGRESS president
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
on Saturday dismissed specu-
lation of factionalism within
the party following a meeting of
leaders at the residence of
former Charanjit Singh Channi
adaybefore, asserting that such
gatheringsare normaland that
all differences would be re-
solved as the party unites to
fight 2027 Assembly elections.

‘Warring, whowasretained as
Punjab PCC chief in the recent
organisational reshuffle, de-
scribed Channi as a “crown on

Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
Congress’s head” and an “hon-
ourable leader”.

“If people gather at my
house, Channi’s house or Rand-
hawa’s house or at any leader’s
house, it does not mean that

there is any fight or factional-
ism,” Warring said. “Channi is
the senior leader and brother in
the party. Partap Singh Bajwa is
also our senior leader, Sukhj-
inder Randhawa is our senior
leader and we have many more
like them. We have one aim that
‘we have to bring Congress back
to power in 2027. We will leave
behind all our differences and
emerge on asingle platform.”

On party’s CM face, he said
he had been in the race but
would “stand by whoever Rahul
Gandhiappoints CM. The man-
datetoappoint CMis with Rahul
Gandhiand Mallikarjun Kharge
and notwith me.”

© WHILE DIGVIJAYA'S ‘REBUTTAL OF MP CONGRESS CHIEF’S ALLEGATION AGAINST THE TRUST REIGNITES PARTY INFIGHTING, PATWARI HOLDS HIS GROUND, RAISING TRANSPARENCY ISSUES AND TARGETING BJP-RSS

Atthe centre of Digvijaya-Jitu Patwari flashpoint, what is Veer Bharat Nya

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, July 4

THE CONGRESS in Madhya
Pradesh hasaccused the BJP-led
government of handing over
land worth Rs 500 crore in Ujjain
to a trust, Veer Bharat Nyas, for
Rel1, to allegedly benefit its tru-
stee Shriram Tiwari, who is CM
Mohan Yadav’s cultural advisor.

Official records reviewed by
The Indian Express show that
Veer Bharat Nyas is a govern-
ment trust under the state Cul-
ture Department, which began
in2013 withaworking corpus of
Rs 1,995 and no immovable
property.

A review of state Cabinet
minutes, Culture Department
ordersand the trust'sown public
communications shows that

thetrustsince2012, whenhewas
named an ex-officio trustee by
virtueof then heading the Direc-
torate of Swaraj Sansthan under
the Culture Department, a post
hestillholds. He was given addi-
tional charge as the trust’s
trusteesecretary in March 2024.
Among its ongoing activ-
ities, the trust runs heritage-
themed quiz competitions
alongside cultural and research
programmes tied to the Vikra-
maditya Peeth. It is this trust,
and Tiwari’s dual role within it
as the CM’s cultural advisor,
that MP Congress chief Jitu Pat-
wariraked up ataJune 24 press
conference in Delhi, where he
alleged that government land
in Ujjain worth around Rs 500
crore had been allotted to the
trust fora token sum of Re 1.
Ex-CM Digvij ingh later

Veer Bharat Nyas is | -
tered at Ravindra Bhawan in
Bhopal, withasecond facilityon
Ujjain’s Kothi Mahal campus.
The trust was constituted by the
MP Culture Department in Feb-
ruary 2013, after Cabinet’sappro-
val in 2012, and functions as an
autonomous body under that
department with the CM as its
ex-officio Chairman.

Shriram Tiwari, who also
heads the state-run Maharaja
Vikramaditya Research Peethin
Ujjain, has been associated with

seemed to contradict Patwari,
claiming his own documents
“establish that the concerned
land hasn’t been given to any
private trust”. Singh’s “rebutt:
triggered awar of words within
the state Congress, reigniting
factionalism.

Trust and museum

On July 5, 2011, the state
General Administration De-
partment issued an order, con-
veningaministerial committee

toexamineaproposed cultural
project called “Veer Bharat”.
‘The committee met on Febru-
ary 6,2012, with then BJP min-
isters Babulal Gaur, Laxmikant
Sharma, Archana Chitnis,
Umashankar Gupta and Ran-
jana Baghel in attendance,
along with senior officials from
the Housing and Environment
and Culture departments.

As per minutes of that meet-
ing, the principal secretary of the
Housing and Environment De-
partmentbriefed the committee
onastudytour, telling members
that “a team of officials had
visited Akshardham and Vira-
sat-e-Khalsaat Anandpur Sahib,
Punjab, and inspected the work
carried out there”. The commit-
tee was informed that “the first
phase of the Virasat-e-Khalsa
project had recently been com-
pleted by Punjabgovernmentat
a cost of Rs 400 crore over a
period of 10 years...”

The committee arrived at
several conclusions that would
shape the project. It recorded
that “Veer Bharat Parisar is a
large project with an estimated
costofaround Rs 500 crore, for
which a full-time establish-

Cong leaders Jitu Patwari (left) and Digvijaya Singh. @imupatwari/x

the chairmanship of the Chief
Minister, with the Culture De-
partment functioningasitsad-
ministrative department”. It
noted that “funds for the trust
will primarily have to be pro-
vided from the government
budget.”

Onland, thecommittee’sas-
sessment was that the project
“would require a mini of

jectitself, the committee stated
that “Veer Bharat should notbe
developed merely as a mu-
seum”, recommendmg that
“emy hould belaid, as far

a proposed cultural complex
dedicated to showcasing In-
dian history, culture and the
country’s glorious heritage.”
‘Theorderauthorised the Direc-
torate of Swaraj Sansthan direc-
tor to complete the modalities
of registering the trust, using a
trust deed vetted and revised by
the state Law Department.
Government records show
thatfor morethanadecadeafter
its constitution, the trust funct-
ioned without a dedicated tru-
steesecretary. On March 6,2024
under the Mohan Yadav-led
government, the Culture De-
partmentissued an order giving
Shriram Tiwari, thendirector of
the Maharaja Vi itya Re-

as possible, on entertainment
and interactive displays”, and
that components suited to PPP
beidentified. The minutes con-
cluded with a decision to place
these recomn ions befor

100acres”,and that “inaddition
to the government land pro-
posed by the Collector, Bhopal,
suitable private land may also
need to be acquired”. It stated a
preference that “it would be ap-
propriate for the land to be lo-
cated within the limits of the

mentand i )

Bhopal 1 Corporation”,

will be required”, and recom-
mended that “a separate trust
should be constituted under

while leaving the final decision
tothe trust once formed.
On the character of the pro-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

the Council of Ministers.

The Cabinet, led by then CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, ap-
proved the proposal on August
28,2012. On February 14, 2013,
the Department of Culture is-
sued an order approving the
creation of Veer Bharat Nyas as
anautonomous trustunder the
department. According to that
order, the trust was “conceived
to plan, construct and operate

search Peeth, additional charge
as the trustee secretary of Veer
Bharat Nyas. The order spec-
ified Tiwari would continue to
hold hisexisting post while sim-
ultaneously discharging the
new responsibility.

Land allotment

The land allotment to the
trustin Ujjain followed later that
year. An order issued by Ujjain
Collector on September 11,2024
citesacommunicationissued by
the General Administration De-
partment on February 23,2024,
which directed that the founda-
tion stone of a proposed “Veer

Bharat Parisar”, described inthe
communication as “a temple
dedicated to India’s immortal
personalities and illustrious he-
roes”, belaid in Ujjain. Thatcom-
munication directed that gov-
ernment land on which the
Kothi Mahal building and cam-
pusstand in Ujjain be allotted to
the Culture Department for es-
tablishing a museum there.

The Collector’s order rec-
ordsthat Veer Bharat Nyas sub-
mitted an application seeking
“allotment of Survey No. 63,
measuring 1.486 hectares, for
establishment of a museum
under Veer Bharat Nyas”.

The same order references
an earlier, separate proposal for
the samessite. It notes that the
Tourism Department had atone
point proposed converting Kothi
Mahal into a heritage hotel, but
thatthe Townand Country Plan-
ning Department had objected,
citing the Ujjain Development
Plan, 2021, under which “ahotel
isnotanacceptable/permissible
categoryofland useonland ear-
marked for public and semi-
public purposes”. The Collec-
tor’s order states that on this
basis, “allotment of the land for
aheritage hotel does not appear
appropriate”.

Holdingthat there were “no
objections” to Veer Bharat’s

proposed project and citingap-
provals from the General Ad-
ministration and Culture de-
partments and the Divisional
Commissioner, the Collector
ordered that “the Kothi Mahal
building and campus con-
structed on Survey No. 63... are
hereby allotted/transferred to
the Madhya Pradesh Culture
Department for establishment
of the Veer Bharat Museum”.

Congress stance

Amid the Congress row fol-
lowing Digvijaya’sremarks, Pat-
wari maintained his position,
saying that “It doesn’t matter if
this is a private or public trust.
My concern is why is it that BJP
and RSS members are part of
suchtrusts. Therearealso trans-
parencyissues, asthetrust does-
n'trevealits functioningor other
aspectsin RTTapplications”.

Sriram Tiwari declined to
comment on the row. A senior
Veer Bharat Nyasofficial said the
trust was funded by govern-
ment. “Shriram Tiwari has head-
ed the trust and in his capacity
had helped publish over 70
books when he was associated
with itin 2012. The trust is run
under Culture Department and
hasorganised Mahabharat plays
and other cultural programmes
attended by CM,” he said.
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Modi greets Trump,
people of USon
250th anniversary
ofindependence

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 4

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Saturday greeted US
President Donald Trump and
the people of the United States
on the 250th anniversary of
America’s independence and
said the two countries’ shared
beliefindemocracy and the rule
oflaw, and thelimitless potential
of their people make the friend-
ship a “force for global good”.

Modisaid that Indiaand the
United States share more than
astrategic partnership.

“On behalf of 1.4 billion In-
dians, I extend my warmest
congratulations to President
Trump and the people of the
United States on the historic
250th anniversary of your Inde-
pendence,” the Prime Minister
said on X. Hesaid theshared be-
lief of India and the US in
democracy and the rule of law,
and the limitless potential of
“our people make our friend-
ship a force for global good”.

“May the next 250 years
bring even greater prosperity,
peaceand progress for America
and take the India-US partner-
ship to new heights,” he said.

Earlier in the day, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
conveyed greetingsaswell. Ina
post on X, Jaishankar said,
“Best wishesto @SecRubio, the
Government and people of the
United States of Americaon the
250th anniversary of their In-
dependence. Look forward to
working together to advance
our Comprehensive Global
Strategic Partnership.”

USambassador toIndia Ser-
gioGorjoined President Trump
in celebrations of the 250th an-
niversary of American inde-
pendence, travelling with him
to Mount Rushmore and at-
tending other events.

“An incredible trip to Mt
Rushmore with the Greatest
President," Gorsaid ina poston
X, sharing a photo of him with
Trump onboard the Air Force
One on Friday.

Trust decision on Champat Rai,
Anil Mishra resignations tomorrow

Maulshree Seth
Ayodhya, July 4

INAcrucial meetingon Monday
in the wake of alleged Ram
temple donation theft, the Shri
Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust will take a call on
the resignations of its general
secretary Champat Rai and
‘member Anil Mishra besides de-
cidingaswhowillbein chargeof
the temple’s day-to-day affairs
until the SIT submits its report.
The meeting will be pre-
sided over by Trust president

Congseeks
SC-monitored
probeintoRam
temple ‘theft’

Panaji: Congress on Saturday
demanded that PM Narendra
Modi order a Supreme Court-
monitored probe into the al-
leged theft of donations and of-
ferings at the Ram temple in
Ayodhya.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence, party general secretary KC
Venugopal said he had written
to the PM seeking an indepen-
dent probe as serious questions
had been raised over the hand-
ling of donations at the temple.

“Iwrote a letter to the PM
that there should be an impar-
tial inquiry monitored by the
Supreme Court to find out the
real culprits of the temple
theft,” Venugopal said.

He referred to claims by a
former Union home secretary
that 1kg of gold donated to the
temple deity was not properly
accounted for. “This is not an
allegation by a common man.
It has been made by a retired

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das who
returned to Ayodhya late Friday
from Lucknow where he was
admitted in a private hospital.

“The meeting has been
called around 3pm at Mani
Ram Das Chhavani (Mahant
Gopal Das-headed ashram),
like in the past. The develop-
ment was communicated ver-
bally and no official statement
has been issued yet,” a
Trust member told The Indian
Express.

Sources said Rai is likely to
skip the meeting.
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NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No. DRMICIAGRAPARKING/E-AUCTION/2026

Date- 03.07.2026

E-Auction Notice

On behalf of the President of India, The Sr. Divisional Commercial

Manager-North Central Railway- Agra invites E-Auctian as per

categories given as undar:-

Categor arking ( ‘e-Auction Catalogue No.: PARKING-AGRA-AF

Agra Forl. Railway Station. Agra Fort (AF) Stalion Daresi

Side- Circulating Area- Mixed (Two Wheelers and Four Wheelers) Parking
E-Auction Start Date and Time: Date- 20.07.2026 Time:- 12.00
E-Auction End Date and Time: Dala- 20.07.2026 Time:- 12.30

on IREPS website (wwwireps.gov.in). The Lotawise detalls are available
1529(26 FA|
pRONCA [E] www.ncrindianraliuays govin

[ Horth contral rallways

BANARAS LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, VARANASI-221004

Bid No, E-13/2026-2027 E-TENDERS
E-Tandars areimvited for &on f i

items. Only e-offer will be acosptad for which vendors must have Class 1l Digtal
Signature and registrations on IREPS, The detalls of tenders ara in the fallowing

Date: 03.07.2026

o
10261328 14/07/2026, Kit Main Bearing Lower Fart No. 16050830, 243 Nos. 03,
10261307 13/07/2026, Deluctor ASM Part No. 16360023, 474 Nos. 04, 10261452
0910712026, Developmen! Tender for BOLT SPR LK WSHRASM, PL No: 16240972
G BLE TIE 762 X 7.6 PA, 35 per Specification

CATION MO, Gl 131/F To PL No. 29618733, 235235 Nos
1. Open Tandar, (22.07 90;&; Horizontal Damper Secondary Yaw, (PL
Nn.174§2855\ 1916 Nas. 07. 04265034, 23,07 2026, Bogie frame arangement (Part.
No. 17023880), 10 Nos. 08. 02281178, (20/07/2028), Bolt Cylinder Crab Forging, PL
No. 17230123, 7800 Nos 00, 01261465, (11/08/2026), DIL PAN MAGHINING
ASSEMBLY, PL No. 16020534, |5Nos The details of above Tendars ara availabla on
Website govin and Lireps.govin
CORRIGENDUMNOTICE:- 10. Bid No.: £-12 Tender No.: 09265004, Suppy. Retrc-
fitment and Commissioning of BRUSHLESS DC CAB MOUNTED COMPACT HVAC
COOLING CAPACITY 75 TR) OR DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE (o PL No
18050116 Revision: 2 Description of Carrection:- Existing Due Date: 01/07/2026
Rovised Dus Date: 07/07/2026 Note:- All other terms & condiions will remain

¢ lender.
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ore all traitors’s Mamata

slams rebels as key aide quits

Ravik Bhattacharya
&AtriMitra
Kolkata, July 4

THE EMBATTLED TMC chair-
personand former West Bengal
CM, Mamata Banerjee, Satur-
day called party rebels “trai-
tors”, asserting that she will
continue to lead the TMC and
that she prefers party workers
oversuch leaders.

“Idon’t care. I ignore them
all who are gone. To me
workers are important than
leaders. They are traitors. I ask
such traitorsif you have guts, go
join BJP. Do you think I am
dead? TMC workers are dead?
Those who left had alot of bag-
gage and properties tosave. We
have TMC family to save,” said
Mamata on Facebook Live.

This came hours after her
closeaide and former minister,
Chandrima Bhattacharya, re-
signed from all TMC posts,
barely a month after she was
appointed the Bengal unit chief
after the party’s split in the
wake of its Assembly poll rout.

Soon after her resignation,
Bhattacharya went to the state
Assembly premises where she
joined a meeting with TMC re-
belsincluding LoPRitabrataBa-
nerjee, Firhad Hakim and San-

TMC leader Mamata Banerjee
inavideo message via social
media, Saturday. ani

dipan Saha, in what signalled
her possible switch.

According to party sources,
Bhattacharyawas at Trinamool
Bhawan in Kolkata Friday
evening, and left minutes after
rebel MLAs barged in to take
possession of the office. They
changed the locks at the office
and hung a banner there de-
claring Arup Roy as TMC chair-
man instead of Mamata.
Sourcessaid Mamata was upset
with Bhattacharya over her
“lack of resistance”.

Hitting back at the TMC re-
bels, Mamata said: “They are
trying to get the party symbol.
They will never get it. Re-
member, you contested polls

This Monsoon,
Let’s come together for

campaign
take pledge for water
conservation

on a symbol which was signed
by me. You contested on behalf
ofa party founded by me. Even
if EC, which works for BJP,
gives them the symbol, we will
fight. People are with us.”
Referring to Bhattacharya's
exit, Mamatasaid, “She told me
a few days back she will resign.
Before that her son (Sourav
Basu, an ex-councillor) joined
hands with them (rebel group).
Idon’t care,” adding “It has just
been two months (since the
TMC's poll defeat). So little pa-
tienceyou have. Youwere MLAs
and ministers for 15 years. You
are rebels now. Why were you
not rebels before the polls?”
Mamata also announced
thatshe will henceforth oversee
the Bengal party unit herself.
“We will include Kunal Ghosh
and Madan Mitra as two state
general secretaries. I am the
party chairperson, I will also
look after the state,” she said.
Regarding the TMC rebels’
bid to “capture” the party head-
quarters, shesaid: “We paid the
rent for the building, which was
Rs 1 lakh per month. Some
people are saying they signed
on the agreement — but that
person was asked by the party
tosign it. We have it on rent till
October 2027. But they (rebels)

As we cannot live without water.
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came and locked it.”

A defiant Mamata also said
that her home at 30 B Harish
Chatterjee Street will now be
the TMC headquarters.

Attacking the Suvendu Ad-
hikari-led BJP government
over what she called “rashtriya
santras (state terror)”, Mamata
alleged false cases were being
slapped against TMC leaders
and workers to arrest them.

Once a key face of Mamata’s
women brigadein Bengal, Bhat-
tacharyahasbeen herlong-time
associate who held multiple
portfolios in the previous TMC
government as MoS, including
the ministries of Finance (inde-
pendentcharge), Health, Family
Welfare and Land Reforms. A
prominent TMCleader, shealso
led its women wing.

After her resignation, Bhat-
tacharya told reporters, “When
one’sloyalty isquestioned, there
is no way you can stay. There is
no point in staying. There is no
question of returning.” Target-
ing Mamata, she said: “I was
told thatIallowed them (rebels)
to capture the party office. After
hearing all that I cannot stay. I
consider myself a failure.”

‘Welcoming her decision,
Sandipan Sahasaid, “Sheiswith
us and we are the Opposition.”

. Catch the Rain

Tasks, we have to perform

Shah to visit Kolkata for Syama
Prasad’s 125th birth anniversary

Kolkata: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will visit Kolkata
Monday toattend programmes
marking the 125th birth anni-
versary of BharatiyaJana Sangh
founder Syama Prasad Mooker-
jee, in one of the most signifi-

cant political events in West
Bengal since the formation of
the new BJP government.

He is also likely to lay the
foundation stone for a pro-
posed 125-ft statue of Mooker-
jee in Jirat in Hooghly. PTI
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Government of India

Adopt Rain Water Harvesting system in every home, society
and workplace.

Install Recharge Pit and Shaft at appropriate places and
repair the unused borewells for enabling ground water

recharge.

Restore Baolis, Wells and traditional Water Bodies and make

them usable.

Enhance water retention capacity by removing silt from
ponds and water reservoirs in your vicinity for maximum

Monsoon water conservation

Please ensure maximum tree plantation to enhance green

coverage in water retention areas.

* Catch the Rain-Through this mission, we have to
collectively save every drop of rainwater. My special
appeal to save every single drop of rainwater
collectively.”

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Guijarat flood
fury: Two swept
away;onedead

inroof collapse

Kamal Saiyed
Surat, July4

HEAVY RAIN in the last 24
hours in Gujarat hasled to three
deaths — two tribal farm
workers in Tapi districtand one
in Valsad district.

As per the police, two men
identified as Kamlesh Chaud-
hary,40,and Mitesh Chaudhary,
41, weresweptaway by the water
currentwhiletheywereengaged
in cutting wood from a forest
areain Tapidistrict’s Valod taluk
onFridayafternoon. Duetorain,
water in the adjoining stream
overflowed, drowning the men,
all residents of Dodhiya village.

The residents alerted the vil-
lage head, who later alerted the
Valod police and districtadmin-
istration. The district disaster
management officials, along
with a Fire Department team,
reached the spot. After a search
operation of around four hours,
the dead bodies of both tribal
farm labourers were fished out.

Valod Sub-Inspector S R So-
lanki said, "We have registered
accidental death and have
started a probe. The bodies were
handed to their families on Sat-
urday. The Valod Mamlatdar
(Revenue Officer) also had re-
ported the deathsto higherauth-
orities in the district."

In the third case reported
from Valsad district, an elderly
man in Dhamni village in Dha-
rampur taluk died after the roof
ofhishutcollapsed and fell upon
him on Friday night due to the
downpour. The deceased has
been identified as Dhakalbhai
Kesre, 69. His wife, Kakduben,
57,wasinjured in the incident.

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, July4

THE RAJIV Gandhi Proudyo-
giki Vishwavidyalaya (RGPV)
cancelled a Computer examin-
ation for second-year post-
graduate students of its School
of Biotechnology on Friday,
after question papers were al-
legedly reported missing from
the examination centre.

The exam was called off
shortly before it was due to
beginat11am,and hasbeen put
off until further notice.

University authorities have
alleged that nine sealed packets
containingthe question papers
were stolen during the inter-
vening night of Thursday.

Heavy rain likely
in Maharashtra,
Karnataka, MP

Express News Service
Bengaluru, July 4

THE SEASON'S first low press-
ure system, formed over the
Bay of Bengal, will give a fillip
to the monsoon and bring
widespread rain over western
and central India in the next 4
to5days.

“It (low pressure) is likely to
move across north Odishaand
north Chhattisgarh over the
next 3 days,” the Met depart-
ment said on Saturday.

Kerala, coasts of Karnataka
and Maharashtra, including
Mumbai, Pune and nearby
areas, have been receiving
steady and heavy spells of rain
since the past 2-3 days.

Low-lying areas in these
citieswitnessed flooding. Ghats
of Madhya Maharashtra and
Konkan reported over 200mm
of rain on Friday. Parts of Saur-
ashtra on Friday received
570mm of rain in 24 hours, sub-
merging the area.

Inaddition tothe low press-
ure, an off-shore trough runs
between south Gujarat and
Karnataka. Thisisaddingtothe
favourable monsoon condi-
tions over the western coast.

The IMD further said that
monsoonal troughisactiveand
islocated tothesouthofits nor-
mal position.

AFTER DELAYED MONSOON, DELUGE

Low pressure system over Bay
of Bengal brings promisc¢ of rain

Mumbai floods: Roads shut, train,
Metro services hit, red alert issued

Nayonika Bose
Mumbai, July 4

AMID Ared alertand high tide,
torrential rain crippled life in
Mumbai on Saturday.

With over 200-mm rain
lashing pockets of the city in a
span of 10 hours, traffic came to
astandstilland people were left
wading through knee-deep
waters after the Mogra nalla
and its associated drains over-
flowed in the western suburbs
on Saturday afternoon.

The inundated streets
nudged the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
to enforce road closures across
suburbs like Andheri, Vikhroli
and Chembur.

In no respite from the
downpour, heavy showers con-
tinued to sweep the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR) on
Saturday. The Met had issued a
red alert for Saturday.

Data from the weather de-
partmentand BMC’sautomatic
weather stations showed be-
tween 8 am and 6 pm, Vikhroli
area received 247-mm rain,
Powailogged 240 mm, 220 mm
in Chincholi and 208 mm in
Andheri. In the neighbouring
district of Navi Mumbai, over
180 mm rainfall was recorded
between 8.30 am and 6.30 pm
in Airoli, followed by 155 mm

Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RGRmljMzgl

‘Missing’ question papers force
MP university to cancel PG exam

“Someone broke in through
awindow and stole the sealed
envelopes before the exam
began. The administration dis-
covered the theft in the morn-
ing,” said a police officer.

An FIR has been registered
with the Gandhinagar Police
Stationand a probe isunderway.

“Yesterday morning, I was
intimated about missing
papers from the examination
centre. I rushed to the spot.
noticed a broken window and
some scattered items. I in-
structed a few faculty members
to lodge an FIR,” said Vice-
Chancellor Alok Sharma.

Following the incident,
Vice-Chancellor Sharma is-
sued separate show-cause no-

tices to School of Biotechnol-
ogy director Archana Tiwari
and the post-graduate examin-
ation controller, directing them
tosubmitwritten explanations
in three days.

“As Controller of Examin-
ations, it is expected of you to
ensure the confidentiality and
security of question papers. Due
to this incident, serious doubts
havebeen raised about the man-
agement of university examin-
ations. Therefore, you are di-
rected to mandatorily submit
yourwritten clarification within
three days of receiving this
letter,” stated one of the notices.

Sharmaalleged the theft was
part of a larger attempt to tar-
nishtheuniversity'sreputation.
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The city received over 200 mm rain in 10 hours on Saturday. express

rain in Digha and 143 mm rain
in Koparkhairne.

According to IMD records,
the Santacruz station recorded
164 mm rainfall between 8.30
amand 5.30 pm on Saturday.

Traffictakes a hit
Throwing life out of gear in
thesuburbs, Mogranalla—akey
drain flowing through Andheri
eastand west before finallyemp-
tying into the Arabian sea
through the Versova creek —
started overflowing around
noon on Saturday. Alongside,
drains associated with the
Mogra drainage network also
started to overflow. As the drain

breached the normal levels, its
water spilled onto the streets
along Andherisubway aswell as
the adjoining carriageways like
SV road in Andheri and Link
road among others.

Throwing life out of gear in
the suburbs, Mogra nalla — a
key drain flowing through And-
heri east and west before finally
emptying into the Arabian sea
through the Versova creek —
started overflowing around
noon on Saturday. Alongside,
drains associated with the
Mogra drainage network also
started to overflow.

As the drain breached the
normal levels, its water spilled

onto the streets along Andheri
subway as well asthe adjoining
carriageways like SV road in
Andheri and Link road among
others. With continuous
showers battering the region,
the floodwater on the streets
did not recede leaving the en-
tire belt waterlogged for several
hours. In what added to the
civic woes were the 4.26-metre
high tides at 2.50 pm.

Railway affected

The unabated spells took a
toll on railway and metro ser-
vicesduringthe day. According
to officials, railway services
‘were impeded along the Cen-
tral and Western lines. Along
the western line, rainwater
flooded the railway track sec-
tions between Virar and Nala-
soparadelaying rail services by
nearly 15-20 minutes.

Meanwhile, the central rail-
way's main line services be-
tween Kalyan and CSMT were
delayed by 20-25 minutes while
trainsalongthe Harbour lineran
with adelay of 10-15 minutes.

The IMD has forecast no
signsofslowdown inrainacross
the Mumbai Metropolitan re-
gion until Monday morning.
Mumbai and its neighbouring
districts will remain under ared
alert through Sunday, after
‘which rain islikely tosubside.

Draft emission cut targets
issued for iron, steel sector

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, July4

THE CENTRE hasonce againis-
sued a draft notification to set
greenhouse gas emission inten-
sity (GEI) targets for the inten-
sive iron and steel sector and to
alignthemunderIndia’scarbon
credit trading system (CCTS).

The Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) issued the
draft on June 26 and made it
public on July 2. It has set
emission reduction targets for
255 industrial units, including
the sector’s giants such as JSW
Steel, Tata, SAIL (Steel Authority
ofIndia), and ArcelorMittal Nip-
pon Steel, among others.

Draft targets for the ironand
steel sector were already issued
onJune23,2025,alongwithalu-
minium (second aluminium),
petroleum refinery, petrochemi-
cal and textile sectors. While
final targets for other sectors
were notified in January 2026,
the Environment Ministry has
issued a revised draft for iron
and steel sector with marginal
changes to targets, but without
any explanation for the draft.

The draft notification lists
2023-24 as the year for baseline
product output and baseline
emission intensity, and 2026-27
asthe compliance-year target for
individual steel plants, sponge
ironunitsand ferro-alloy manu-
facturers. A 60-day window has

EXPLAINED

Global commitment
on climate action

INDIA'S GLOBAL commit-
mentson climateactionin-
clude reducing emissions
intensity of its GDP — emis-
sionsbehind economicout-
put—making heavyindus-
trymanufacturing cleaner
and more efficient. The gov-
ernmenthasincentivised
emissions reduction through
acarbon creditscheme. As
partofthisinitiative, ithas
setsectoral targets for more
polluting mdustnes If
industri tar-

CCTS was launched in 2023 to
create a framework that incen-
tivises emission reduction
through a market-based mech-
anism and to help achieve
India’s climate action goals.

The Centre hasalready final-
ised emission reduction targets
for eight sectors — aluminium,
cement, chlor-alkali, pulp and
paper, secondary aluminium,
petroleum refinery, petrochemi-
caland textile.

In March, India revised its
nationally determined contribu-
tions commitments on climate
actionunder the United Nations
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change and the Paris
Agreement. Thisincluded arevi-
sion of target to reduce emiss-
ic of Gross Domestic

gets, they can earn credits, or
buythem fromothers.

been given tosubmit objections
and suggestions on the draft.
The draft defined targets in
terms of tonnes of carbon di-
oxideequivalent (tCO2e), which
isused tomeasure theimpactof
allgreenhouse gasesand notjust
€02, based on their warming po-
tential. Thedraft hasset GEI tar-
getsonly for2026-27 while 2025-
26 column has been left blank.
GEl is the amount of green-
house gases (GHG) emitted per
unit of product output, such as
the quantum of gases released
while producing cement. The

Product, which wassetat 47%by
2035, compared to 2005 levels.
India has committed to re-
duce the emissions intensity of
itsgrossdomestic product —the
amount of energy used per unit
of GDP — to 47% by 2030 com-
paredto2005levelsas part of its
domestic commitments under
theagreement. The targetssetin
previous rounds covered 490
high-emission industrial units.
The CCTS, notified in 2023,
created an overarching frame-
work for the Indian carbon mar-
ket. The objective wastoslashor
avoid GHG emissions from sec-
tors whose processes emit more
pollutants and whose oper-
ationsare hard to decarbonise.

*BRIEFLY

Atthesite of buildi Il Cl

CHANDIGARH

Saturday. kam

Srescued, efforts underway to save
2 trapped as building collapses

POLICE SAID Saturday five people were rescued from a
two-storey building that collapsed in Chandigarh’s Indus-
trial Area Phase 2. “Efforts are underway to rescue two
people who are trapped under the debris,” Sub-Divisional
Police Officer (South) Gurjit Kaur told PTI over the phone.
Officials said police, National Disaster Response Force, fire
tenders and rescue teams rushed to the spot. The adminis-
tration pressed heavy earth-moving machines into service
and the area has been cordoned off. According tosome lo-
cals, a portion of the building — used as ascrap godown —

collapsed with aloud noise on Saturday. PTI
2teensdrown Forest officer
incheck dam held for graft
TWO TEENAGERS drowned =~ THE ANTI-CORRUPTION
inacheckdamin Bureau on Saturday arrested
Jharkhand's Seraikela- aRange Forest Officerand a

Kharswan district on Satur-
day, apolice officer said.
Theincident happened
when the boys, aged 14 and
15years, had gonetothe
dam inRIT police station
areaforabathin theafter-
noon, hesaid. While the
body of one of the boys was
fished out, searchisunder-
way to locate the other. The
deceased was identified as
LuvKumar. P

driver of the forest patrol
team in Rajasthan’s Jhala-
war district for allegedly ac-
cepting abribe of Rs 15,000
fromatimber trader,
officials said. Vikram Singh,
an RFOwith the forest patrol
teamunder the Office of the
Deputy Conservator of For-
ests, Jhalawar, and driver
Firoz Khan were caughtred-
handed while allegedly ac-
ceptingthebribe. PTI

CBIl arrests ex-CFO
of Reliance Capital
inbank fraud case

Sothers arrested
earlier in Reliance
ADA Group cases

Express News Service
Mumbai, July 4

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has arrested
Reliance Capital’s former chief
financial officer (CFO) Amit
Bapna in connection with the
investigation into the Reliance
ADA Group cases.

Bapna, who served as the
CFOof Reliance Capital Limited
from August 2014 to December
2019, was one of the key deci-
sion-makers responsible for
managing the company’s finan-
cialaffairs. The CBI hasso farar-
rested six accused, including
Bapna, in the bank fraud cases
linked to Reliance ADA Group.

Bapna has been lodged in
Tihar Central Jail since April
thisyearafter beingarrested by
the ED in connection with a
bank loan fraud and money
laundering case linked to Re-
liance Home Finance Limited
(RHFL) and Reliance Commer-
cial Finance Limited (RCFL).

The CBI obtained Bapna’s
production warrant from a
Mumbai court and secured his
custody from the Tihar Jail. He

was produced before the CBI
Special Court in Mumbai on
Saturday and remanded to the
agency’s custody for four days.

Bapna has been accused of
facilitating and approving
loansto intermediary and con-
duit companies despite being
aware that such lending was
against the RBI guidelines and
the sanction conditions gov-
erning borrowings from public
sector banks.

The funds borrowed by
RCFL were allegedly diverted
through intermediary entities
tovarious Reliance ADA Group
companies, including Reliance
Capital Ltd, Reliance Infrastruc-
ture Ltd and Reliance Power
Ltd, thereby causing wrongful
loss to the lending banks and
corresponding wrongful gainto
theaccused personsand related
entities, said arelease issued by
CBI. The CBI has registered
seven FIRs against Reliance
Communications ~ Limited
(RCom), RHFL, RCFL and Re-
liance Telecom Limited (RTL)
on the basis of complaints re-
ceived from various public sec-
torbanks and LIC.

The agency’s probe into the
cases is being monitored by the
Supreme Court. The first charge-
sheetinthe RCom case was filed
onMay29against16accused, in-
cluding five senior executives of
RComand 10 bank officials.

© ESSEL INFRAPROJECTS INSOLVENCY PROCEEDINGS IN CORPORATE GUARANTOR CASE

Al-hallucinated ]udgments- Why Supreme Court set aside a tribunal order
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Natlonal Company Law Tribunal relied
upon six Al-generated citations in ruling

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, July 4

SIX AI-FHALLUCINATED judg-
ments formed the basis for the
Supreme Court’s striking down
of an order passed by the Na-
tional Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) on Thursday.

Three of thecited judgments
did not exist, while the remain-
ing three either did not contain
the propositions attributed to
them or did not correspond to
the context they were cited for.

Forinstance, theNCLT order
cited a 2019 judgment ICICI
BankLtd vUrban Infrastructure

Real Estate Ltd., which did not
exist. Alongwith it, the2021 case
V'S Dempo & Co Ltd v Reliance
Communications Ltd and the
2022 case Sarbjit Singh v Union
BankofIndiawerealso found to
be non-existent.

Two of the judgments, Ever-
estKento Cylinders Ltd vUnion
of India (2015) and Canara Bank
v N G Subbaraya Setty (2018),
were genuine, but the passages
quoted from themare not found

sponded to a different case,
namely M SubramaniamvS Ja-
naki, and the quoted passage
does not appear there either.

Thebenchof Justices PSNa-
rasimha and Alok Aradhe ob-
served on July 2 that while the
use of Al judgments could be
“gratifying, even inspiring,” AI
may eventually “infiltrate ourin-
tellectual work ethic and before
long, renderusdependentonits
vast capabilities.”

They said that “for those in
the province of adjudicationand
determination of disputes, this
by-productofAlLi.e., the produc-
tion of fake, non-existent, and

inthe judgmentsth

The sixth judgment, State
Bank of India v M/s Shree Ram
Urban Infrastructure Ltd, 2020
SCC OnLine SC 341, corre-

d material and its
utilisation as precedents in law,
islikethe release of methylisocy-
anate in the province of law and
justice: invisible, insidious, and

catastrophic by thetimeanyone
notices. Itnotonly contaminates

the loan on revised terms with-
out mentioning the corporate

but theverylifeblood
ofjudicial determination.”
Holding thatadecision built
on fabricated case law “is no
decision at all,” the court said
such orders must be set aside
evenif“aniotaof fake or halluci-
nated material enters the deci-
sion-making process.”

The Al judgments
Sixcitations were relied upon
by the NCLT while rejecting ob-
jectionsraised by Essel Infrapro-
jects Ltd against insolvency pro-
ceedings initiated againstitasa
corporate guarantor.
OneofEssel'sargumentswas
that a renewal-cum-reduction
letter issued by Jammu and
Kashmir Bank in 2017 renewed

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

uarantee, indicating that the
guarantee had been relin-
quished. Rejecting this argu-
ment, the NCLT observed that
“thesaid letter

own position that original guar-

antee remained operatlve
The NCLT relied on Everest
Kento Cylinders Ltd v Union of
India, quoting it as holding that
a corporale guaran[ee “does not
iginal guarantee

allexistingtermsand conditions
remain unchanged” and that
the guarantee “remains valid
and binding despite not being
explicitly referenced in the re-
newal letter.” For this reasoning,
it relied on State Bankof Indiav.
M/s Shree Ram Urban Infra-
structure Ltd., quoting it as “the
guarantor is bound by terms of
guarantee aslongas underlying
debt s valid and enforceable.”
Essel had also argued the
bank’s subsequent decision to
obtain a fresh guarantee from
another group undermined its

when additional security is
sought” and that “the primary
obligation secured by the guar-
antee remains enforceable.”

Relying on this proposition,
the NCLT held that “seeking ad-
ditional guarantee does not in-
validate the original Corporate
Guarantee provided by the Cor-
porate Debtor.”

Essel's principal defence was
that its liabilities, including the
corporate guarantee, had shifted
pursuant to a Bombay High
Court-approved demerger and
amalgamation in 2014. Reject-

ing this, NCLT relied on ICICI
BankLtd vUrban Infrastructure
Real Estate Ltd, quoting it as “a
general corporate guarantee re-
‘mains enforceable even if there
is arestructuring of corporate
structure, provided the underly-
ingdebtis not discharged.”

The tribunal consequently
held that the guarantee “will re-
main unaffected by the de-
merger & amalgamation.” No
such judgment exists.

Essel further argued that the
bank could not proceed against
itwhile insolvency proceedings
were already underway against
the principal borrower and Pan
India Infraprojects Pvt Ltd, the
entity to which the mortgaged
property had eventually passed
under therestructuringexercise.

NCLT relied on CanaraBank

v N G Subbaraya Setty, quoting
itassayingthat “therights of se-
cured creditors over mortgaged
orsecured properties are not ex-
tinguished merely due to the
transfer of such properties to
another entity via amalgama-
tion or restructuring.”

‘Two other citations were re-
lied upon to answer procedural
objections. None of the six cita-
tionshad been placed beforethe
tribunal by either side. Jammu
and KashmirBank, the financial
creditor in the case, told the Su-
preme Court in an affidavit that
its counsel had not cited any of
thejudgments and that the ma-
terial appeared to have been
sourced by the tribunal itself
through its “own research.”
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

1, SIDHARTH KUKREJA Sio
Dharmendra Kukreja, 17/59-B, GF,
Tilak Nagar, Delhi-18 have changed
my name to SIDDHARTH
KUKREJA. 0071045894-1

1, Mimansha Kovind, D/o Dr. Saraj
Kovind, Rio PlotNo. BC-11, Sec-C1,
Trans Delhi, Tronica City,

Ghaziabad, Utar Pradesh - 201103,
hereby declare that my father's
name Dr. Saraj Kovind (as recorded
inmy Class 10 Certificate) and Suraj
Kovind (as recorded in my Passport)
referto one and the same person.
Likewise, my mother's name Dr.
Mamta Kovind (as recorded in my
Class 10 Certfcate) and Mamta

I,MANISH GUPTAS/O RAJKISHOR
GUPTAR/0-3009-11, BAHADUR
GARH ROAD, GANJ,

inmy Passport)
alsoreferto one and the same
person 0040864283-1

SADAR BAZAR, DELHI-06, have
changed the name of my minor son
SHAURYAGUPTAand he shall
hereafter be known as SHAURYA
GARG 0040864124-2

,hitherto known as Rajesh kumar
Gadiya,S/o-Om Prakash
Gadiya,R/o-A-119, 3rd- Fmor Near-
Deepali Chowk, Pitampur

1, Sushila Sharma, W/o Anand
Sawroop, RIo41, GH-14, MIG Flats,
Pashim Vinar, Delhi-110087, do
hereby declare thatin my passport
no. P2815082 my husband'sname
wrongly written as Anand Swaroop
‘whereas his correct name is
AnandSawroop. Anand Swaroop
andAnand Sawroop s the name of
one & same person. 0040864198-1

1,Gurjit Singh S/o Mahinder Singh
Saathi R/0 J-120,SF Rajouri Garden,
Delhi-110027 have changed my
name to Guriit Singh Saathi
permanently. 0040864281-12

EDUCATIONAL

NOT TAUGHT IN SCHOOL. USEFUL
FORLIFE. Access free, non-

1, ljhar S/o Nishar Ahmed R/o Mohhla
Kot, Muradnagar, Ghaziabad, have
changed my name to Izhar.

0071045896-1

communication, sound judgment,
and personal philosophy. No ads, no
signup. A public service initiative for
clearer thinking.

1 Aditi Aggarwal, W/o Mr.Rishabh
Goel,Rlo House.No.1745B, Sector-
46,Gurugram, Haryana-122001,
have changed my,name from Aditi
Aggarwal ToAditi Goel,for al future
purposes. 0040864272-6

1 SAYAM S/O JAIPAL R/O 80A/12,13
SIKKACOLONY SONIPAT
HARYANA-131001.HAVE
CCHANGED MY NAME TO SAYAM
NANGALIA. 0040864281-5

1, Kamlesh Chhabra W/o Vinod
Chhabra R/0-C3/668, Lawrence
Road, Keshav Puram, Delhi have

Delhi,Delhi-110034,have changed

my name and shall hereafter be

known as Rajesh Gadiya.
0040864274-2

1, RENUALIAS RENU KAMRAALIAS
RENUARORAD/o CHHABIL DAS
W/o PARVEEN KUMAR R/0 34/26
1ST FLOOR, NEARANAND
NURSING HOME, PATELNAGAR
WEST, CENTRAL DELHI, DELHI-
110008 have changed my name to
RENUARORA for all purpose.

0071045805-1

I, MITTAL GAURAV KUMAR, S/0-
JAYANTI PRASAD MITTAL,R/O-
117, NITI-KHAND-1 INDIRAPURAM
SAHIBABAD,GHAZIABAD UTTAR
PRADESH-201010,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO GAURAV
KUMARMITTAL.  0040864281-9

1ANISKA daughter of Ashok
Nautiyal Adress-B-23, PANDAV
NAGAR, EAST DELHI, DELHI-
110092 have Changed my name
from Aniska toAnisha Nautiyal,vide-
affidavit date-04.Jul.26

0040864274-9

changed Kamlesh
Kumarifor all purposes.

0071045879-1

org. Visit:
ClearThinkingBharat.org

0040863031-1

I, hitherto known as SUNITA,
daughter of, LATE SH.C.R.
KHILWANI resident of,H.N.50,Kohat
Enclave PitamPura,New Delhi-

1, RAM PAL SINGH PANWARALIAS
RAMPAL SINGH S/o SHORAM
SINGH R/0A-107 GALINO 4,
JOHRIPUR EXTENSION, GOKAL
PUR, NORTH EAST. DELHI, DELHI-
110094 have changed my name to
RAMPAL SINGH for all purposes.

0071045853-1

I, Rajni D/o Naresh, WZ- 353,
BEECHIAL, Palam Village, New
Delhi-110045, Confirm that My
Father & Mother know by the Name
of Naresh and Naresh Kumar, Geeta

jta. Both Names are

1,Dharmender,S/o Satish Kumar,R/o-
221 Pocket-2,Paschim Puri, F'ascmm

belongs toSame Person
0071045889-1

110034, aft have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as ARTI
MOTWANI wife of SH.BHAGWAN
DAS residing at,495/496,Double-
Story New-Rajinder-Nagar,New
Delhi-110060, 0040864281-14

| BRAHMIN I

Awell educated God Brahmin girl
ILecturer /Assistant Professor
required for a handsome well
educated LLb,LLM well eslabhshed

documents, indly retam the same o my

beaing LR No.d179962036 dad
Jul, 2026 ha been lodged in he

Vineet

bF
That my client nas sgreed to purc
e the Enlive Thia Fioar. with
Enlire Terrsce” sad nghts therson|
of the said property wih Two Car
Parking Spaces in te il Arca
wilh exciusive seprate g and
Space for Ona Utility wish common|

1991 bom.GGN based Cuntact
10.9810600233 email
rsvenus99@gmail.com

0040862974-2

|,LENKA RAMAKRUSHNA FATHER
OF,LENKAMANMADHA

KUMAR ADDRESS-
PENASAM(VILLAGE
).GANTYADA(MANDALAM),
VIZIANAGARAM(DIST) ANDHRA-
PRADESH(STATE), PIN-

535215, HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME,FROM LENKA

Vinhar Delhi-110063|
name to Dharmendra Permanenlly
0040864200-1
I,RAJEEV KUMAR S/o SOHAN LAL
DUDEJA R/o WZ-22 PHASE-1 OM
VIHAR,UTTAM NAGAR NEW

1, INDER PRAKASH GARG S/O
BHAJAN LAL GARG R/O
60/14RAMJAS ROAD KAROL
BAGH DELHI-110005,HAVE
CHANGE MY NAME TO INDER
GARG 00408642811

DELHI-110059,1
name to RAJIV DUDEJA.
0040864272-3

1,Mohd Ashafak

1, Surinder Kaur Goomer W/o-
Prabhjot Singh Goomer Rio-B-

‘Bhuddh Vinar, Noida, G B Nagar, have
changed my name to Mo. Ashfaak.

1/114,First Floor, Janakpuri,New
Delhi-58 h to

Surinder Kaur for all purposes.
0040864124-1

12
1 Ekta Anand alias Dolly Anand D/o
Gurcharan Lal Bhatia and Wio Chetan
Anand R/o A4/75, 4th Floor, Near By,
Balaji Hospital, Paschim Vihar, Jawala
Heri, West Delhi-110063, have

changed my name to Dolly Anand
0071045865-1

1Vipin kala S/o Sh.Brijmohan kala R/o

2E/93B,Kamna Sec-2, Vaishali
Ghaziabad UP-201010. Have a
correction in name spelling of my
minor daughter from Garima kala to
Gareema Kala for all purposes.Both
name belongs to one and same
person

00710458991

1,Mohammad Yasin,S/o Mohammad
Ibrahim R/0-778,Gali
No.30/1,Jafrabad, Delhi-110053 have
changed my name from Mohammad
YasintoMohd Yaseenfor all purposes

0040864274-4

1,Dilip Singh,Son of,Shri Kishan

Singh, residing at,

Flat No.2202 Eldeco Utopia, Tower

Olympia-2,Sector-93A,

Noida, Gautam-Buddha Nagar Uttar

Pradesh-201305,have changed my

name,from*Dilip Singh'to"Diip

Singh Rathore™for all purposes.
0040864274-1

Rajender Kumar@Rajender
MahaAan@RzJenderKumar
Mah: il same

RAMAKRUSHNATO LENKA
VIA

AFFIDAVIT,DATE-04-JULY-2026.
0040864274-8

I, BINAVERMA alias BEENAVERMA
W/O PREM SUKH VERMAR/O
69/5366, REGHARPURAKAROL.
BAGH NEW DELHI 5 HATHI WALA
CHOWK KAROL BAGH CENTRAL
DELHI 110005 have changed my
name BINADEVI for all future
purpose 00710457981

1Saroj Rana W/o Lal Bahadur Rio
WZ-42,80 Yards, Tilak Nagar, Tilak
Nagar, West Delhi-110018, have
changed my name to Saroj Bala for
all purpose. 0071045887-1
1, W Ronibala Devi,W/o
Mayanglambam Surjit Singh, No.
15138719X,Rank:Havildar,Record
Office: RO, ARTY NASHIK, a
permanent resident of Urup Makha
Leikai P.O. Lilong, P.S.
Irilbung,District- Imphal East,

OTHERS

Hindu Dhiman boy, Dec 93,
B.tech/MBA, working at Gurgaon.
Tricity family preferred. Contact:
70550-10075

00205160151

Bansal, 28/52", fair, beautiful , MBA,
high pkg, parents doctors , prefers
Delhi based professional. No dowry.
Profile 9311331215

0050292419-1

PUBLICNOTICE

Manipur, thatmy
is Waikhom Ronibala

personiie. myse\lRAJENDER
MAHAJAN, S/o-Madan Lal Mahajan

Devi, and hence will be useditin all
future purposes. 0040864202-1

Rlo-A-211,Meera-Bagh Paschim-
Vihar,Delhi-87 0040864281-8

1, ARIF ELAHI, S/o NAVAID
NOWSHAH, Rio A-60, New Friends
Colony, New Delhi-110025, declare
thatmy name in CBSE/Class
XiClass Xl

1,Shaheena Bano,W/o No-
9108117W,SEP Mushtag
Ahmed,R/O VPO-Lowang, Teh-Bani,
Dist-Kathua, J&K-184206 have
changed my DOB from 05-12-1988
1005-12-1992 for allfuture purposes

ARIEF ELAHINAWSHAH. ARIF
ELAHI and ARIEF ELAHI
NAWSHAH are one and the same

1, Asif S/o Abdul Rashid, R/o C-116,
2nd Floor, Gali NO- 9, Wazirabad
Village, North Delhi, Delhi 110084,
have changed my name to Mohd Asif.

00710457911

1,Sarabjit KourW/o Gurjit Singh
SaathiRlo  J-120,SF  Rajouri
Garden, Delhi-110027 have changed
my name to Sarabjeet Kaur
permanently.

0040864281-11

person for and lawful
purposes. 0040864137-1

1,PARUL, W/O ABHISHEK
RAJPUTRIO 14/443-AGALINO.1
NR.VODAFONE STORE SIKKA-
COLONY SONIPAT HARYANA-
131001 HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO PARUL DAWAR

0040864272-2

1,KM. MINAKUMARI ALIAS
MEENAKSHI PANWAR D/o

vide Delhi affidavit dt-
30-06-2026. 0040864272-10

1,PUSHPA YADAV W/o-Ramesh
Kumar R/o-GH-6/104-Old, Paschim
Vihar New Delhi-110087 have
changed my Name to PUSHPA
DEVIforall purposes
0040864281-7
1,YASMIN,w/o-AYAZ AHMED /o, A-
69/S-2,3rd Floor, Shalimar Garden,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh,UP-
201005 has changed my name to
SHIGUFTA YASMEEN permanently,
forall future purpose.
0040864272-1

_PUBLIC NOTICE. |
Be i known {0 al et my cherts (1) .
Shravan Kumar Sio Bhar Ll & (2)
Babita Rajput Wo Straian Kumer bot
tlo Flat No. 951, GH-13, Pashim Virar,
New Dehi, have disounedidebarred teir
son Kunal Kumar & daugherinaw
Tanuja Sagar bohresidingat above said
addres from thir al assets, moveable
& immovable propertes locaed at any-
where & 0 severed al reaions vith
them. Any persois dealng with them,
shal be at hishertheir own rikicost,
Jagdish Chandra Trkha (Adv), M,
Civlide,Ti Hazari Cout, Deli-4.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Iy Cie, Wr Pisueen Ar0ia 5/ Late s,

s A R 807 0

ccani lor Let S Bian Coo
" 52 sl parnaneod

e . Gali Mo

Mmem-a e e o

I,Mohammed Zaryab Rasool Rio-
221,Gali.No. 6,Near-Firdous Masjid,J-
Extension,Laxmi  Nagar, Delhi-
110092,inform that.

KALURAM SINGH
RI0A-107 GALINO 4, JOHRI PUR
EXT. KARAWALNAGAR, SABA
PUR DELHI, NORTHEAST, DELHI-

Mohammed  Zaryab Rasool both
names are same person.

00408642725

1,Sanjeev Kumar,S/o Surender Kumar
Rlo  B-640,Avantika, Sector-
1,Rohini, Delhi -110085,have changed
my name to Sanjeev Kapoor for all

Purposes.
0040864281-4

, Keith Ravindra Egbert S/O Ivan
Naurattan Egbert R/O Flat No. 901,
Tower-7, Unitech Horizone Birondi
Chakrasenpur Sector Pi-2, Greater
Noida, GB Nagar U.P-201310 have
declared that the both names KEITH
RAVINDRA EGBERT AND RAVI
EGBERT are one and the same
person

0071045875-1

1,No-14845010N,Unit 528 ASC BN,
Fakkeerayya Boodihalmath, R/O-164
Nekar Street Kunkur, District-
Dharwad Karnataka-581212.In my
service records name of my spouse
has been wrongly mentioned as
Parvati F.B instead of Parvathi
Boodihalmath vide affidavit dated 29-

06-06 before public notary Kupwara
0020516089-1

,A.GIRIJADEVI,MOTHER

OF REGHUNATH S,RESIDENT

OF GIRIJANIVAS,
PAVIZHAKUNNU, MANALIPADAM,
VILLAGE:VANDAZHY II,
PO:MUDAPPALLUR,
TEHSIL:ALATHUR, DISTT:
PALAKKAD, KERALA 678605,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME FROM
A.GIRIJADEVI TO GIRIJADEVI
AVIDE-AFFIDAVIT DATED 04-JUL-
2026. 0040864274-7

1, Firdos Rahi W/o Mohammad Tanvir

Rahi Rlo- C-451, SectorAlpha
Greater Noida, U.P. I have changed
my name from Firdos Rahito Firdos
Tanveer for all future purposes.
0071045813-1

I Lal Bahadur Rana S/o Rai Singh R/o
W2-42-80, Square Plot, Tilak Nagar,
West Delhi-110018, have changed my
name to Lal Bahadur for all purpose.

0071045884-1

1,RAJEEV KUMAR SALUJA, SO
BALBIR KUMAR SALUJA R/O
29/184-AFIRST FLOOR VIKRAM
VIHAR,LAJPAT NAGAR-4,DELHI-
110024,

10094 h
MEENAKSHI PANWAR for all
pury 0071045862-1

hitherto known as Rita Virmani alias
Vani Arora D/o-Ved Prakash Virmani
and W/o-Onkar Arora, R/o-19/3, 3rd
Floor, Moti Nagar, Ramesh Nagar,
Rajouri Garden, Delhi-15, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Vani Arora.

0040864124-3

1,Govind,S/o-Jai Prakash Rio-
H.No.J-700,Prasadi-Marg-3,1/2-
Pusta Kartar Nagar, P.O.
Bhajanpura, North-East Delhi-
110053 have changed the name of
my minor daughter Avni alies Tanvi
Aged-6Years and she shall hereafter
beknownas Tanvi.  0040864274-3

1,PREM BALLABH, S/o Gouri Datt
Bhatt, Rio: E-64, GaliNo-7,
Bhagwati Garden Extension, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 Have
Changed My Name to PREM
BALLABHBHATT.  0071045814-1

LMITTAL RITU GAURAV

KUMAR, W/O-GAURAV KUMAR
MITTAL R/O-117,NITI KHAND-1
INDIRAPURAM SAHIBABAD
GHAZIABAD,UTTAR PRADESH-

1, SUNITASHARMA W/o SUBODH
SHARMAR/0 G-5/145 JANTA
ENCLAVE, PREMNAGAR 3,
KIRARI SULEMAN NAGAR
NANGLOI, KIRARI SULEMAN
NAGAR, PO: SULTANPURI C
BLOCK, DIST: NORTHWEST
DELHI, DELHI-110086 have

movable or immavable pigert
ey clest, M

e esponsible far
deedsar abilites

Jaswant Singh Rathete batn
fesdents of &2 Greser Kalash
lew Dol who fave agroed to
22 ot a8 e e, ane
interest. easements. privleges and

e 1o be absalute

ol i s rapery |

PUBLIC NOTICE RECRUITMENT
BERSES STUATIONVACANT

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

MAHARANI KISHORI
MEMORIAL KANYA

MAHAVIDHYALAY,
HODAL

INSPECTOR
a INDERPAL

= SN Ber [u
A 04.03.1948 —
05.07.1995

sustained ~ grievous
encounter with heavily armed militants
in Handwara area (J&K) and made

Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Inspector Inderpal Sharma on

s Balidan Diwas. On this day, he

injuries in an

Administrative StaftiLoraran-(01),
cm s, Ou Accoudand 01

er Operatar {04). Store
xeepemru Clrk

wpsritncs a1 par UGCIState
GavtiMDU, Rentak|

sopication form o Ihe websia
mimgroupafcolleges.com OR
oblan fom the ofice of the sl
on any working day -and sand
application form I the prosdent of|

\Affliated TO D, Universaty Rohlak) i the Tine of duty:
Mo o el iy CONTABLE Direcor General and all Rars of
RAM NIWAS [Border Security Force remember  its

it UPADHYA |gallant Jawan Constable Ram Niwas
i ﬂ:}&a‘x@::ﬁmg 103 BN BSF|Upadhya on his Balidan Diwas. On this
) 01041951 |day, he made supreme sacrifice while

N 05.07.1971 flgh(mg enemy forces during 1971

do-Pak war in area of Cooch Behar

CONSTABLE |Di

ROHTASH
KUMAR 8al
42BNBSF [on
28.08.1966 -

05.07.1997

irector General and

all Ranks of

Border Security Force remember  its

llant Jawan Constable Rohtash Kumar
his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he

sustained fatal injuries while fighting
militants in Sopore area, J&K and made
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

CONSTABLE |Di
CHANDRA |gal
102 BN BSF

01.01.1966 —
N 05.07.1999

rector General and all Ranks of

Border Security Force remember  its

llant Jawan Constable Ganesh

Chandra Ghosh on his Balidan Diwas.
On this day, he sustained fatal injuries in
Counterpart firng in area of BOP SH

ultimate sacrifice in the line of d
‘CONSTABLE
NIKHATO SEMA|
137 BN BSF
05.06.1975 -
05.07.1999

Y R S Pura (Jammu) and made
uty.

[Director General and all Ranks of
Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawan Constable Nikhato Sema
on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, he
made ultimate
operauonal duty in area of BOP

sacrifice  while on

visile copy of a8 leslimonials
(DMCS), exparience cerificale sic|
subsciiting on e emvpiape as
spplication for the posiof. within 21
days tom he date of advertisement
bul not later than 26.07-2026 thraugh
ragd postby hand. A copy of the
20 jon form must be sent 1o the.
DCD.C. MOU, Rofak wilhin dug
cale.

OTE: Only Eligible
Candicates/appiicants whoss
aaplication

Insiiute a5 well asin The Office of he:
DCOC, MO, Rohtak in dae date wil
e catled for e e rvie,

PRESIDENT|
GOVERNING BODY]|

ADMISSION

Applications
(On\lne,’Ofﬂlne)
ed

are in
Admlssron m

B.Ed. (202627)

under 10% Wanagement Quota Seats.

CET /CUET - 2026
qualified eligible candidates
may downinad application
form from GRDCE.IN
w.e.t. 5th July, 2026 or visit
Reoeption Desk (Monday to
Friday, 8 30am - 3 30pm)
Guru Ram Dass College
of Education
[Affiliated to GGSIPUY,;
Wiest Iyotl Nagar [Kardam Marg),
Shahdara, Delhi - 110094
{Mob./Whatsapp)-7042520808

Last date i 3107-2026
as per GGSIPU Norms

(Reservation as applicable)

S. SUKHWINDER SINGH BABBAR
Chaiman, GROCE]

DMISSION NOTIC!
Bahia Harldass College of

Pharmacy & Technology
Jharoda Kalan, New Delhi - 72
Tel: 01125315268, 6313882445
Appiicatians are imited from the

2026-2027 of DTTE, Delhl. for)
sdmission In Diploma in|
Pharmacy & Diploma in|
Medical Lab Technology|
against 10

{45 EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
01, Name of work with is location :
Chhaprs-Kathar-Modificaton of OHE due
10 ABSS work In Sonpur Dlvsion, 02
Approx. cost of the works () :
118745450, 03, Earnest Money to be
deposited (%) : % 239500-, 04, Date &
time for submission of e-tender and
opening of e-tendor : Opening of e
tandars: on 28.07.2026 at 12.00 Hrs. in the
offica of the St. Divl. Electical Engineer|
(TRDJ, DRY Office, E.C. Rallway, Sonpur.
ebsite particulars and notice board
location where complete details of
e-tender can be seen ; WEBSITE,
hitp:/lwww.ireps.gov.in NOITICE
BOARD; DRM Office Campus, E. G
Railway, Sonpur.
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer/TRD
East Central Railway/Sonpur
PRI0498/SEE/TRD/T(26-27/24)

[]EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

, Cooch Behar (West Bengal).

CONSTABLE
ABHUIT 3¢

NANDY, PMG
119 BN BSF
MARTYRED

“J on 05.07.2015

in the line of

duty. His sacri

jawan Cons
Balidan Diwas. On this day, he sustained
fatal injuries in Counterpart firing in
area of FDL Gyani, Baramulla, J&K. He
fought bravely and made ultimate sacrifice
ce and gallant action have been aptly
recognized by GOI by awarding him with PMG(Posthumously).

Dluuor GLnLral and all Ranks of Border

curity Force remember its gallant
ble Abhijt Nandy on his

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Shri V. K. Khullar Constable /tailor
Assistant Sultan Singh
Commandant 13 Bn
Bn 30-06-1943 To
05-07-1984
Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Lance Naik Constable
Mohd Asghar Ishaq Amar Singh
13 Br 13 Bn
31-08-1949 To 08-09-1950 To
05-07-1984 05-07-1984

solemn tribute to Asst Comdt Shri V.

K. Khullar and three other bravehearts of 13 Bn, who made the
supreme sacrifice while bravely countering an ambush by insurgents in
‘Tripura on 5 July 1984. For his unparalleled courage, valour, and
devotion to duty, Shri V. K. Khullar was posthumously awarded the
President's Police Medal for Gallantry. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts

and pledges never to let their sa
Veer Balidani
Constable
Khaman Lal Gujar
31Bn
15-09-1969 To
05-07-2006

fice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay

solemn tribute to Constable Khaman
Lal Gujar of 31 Bn, who breathed his
last on 5 July 2006 after sustaining
grievous injuries in an IED blast
dunng an anti-Maoist operation in

Bijapur, ay

2006. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and pledges never to let his

sacrifice go in vain.

E-Tender Nofice No. . RTTM
2025/ECR, Date :02.07.2026
0 i ihrough e-tendering) Tender or the|
iollowing werk is invited by Dy, Chief
[Engneer (Track Machine). Plant Degol, Easl
Gertrai Raiway, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya fr
and on befaf of he President of india, from)
reputed Firms.

E-Tender Closing Dale: 24 07.2028

1. Name of the werk wih its Location
[RTTM_Works_Misc_2025- Execution of
Miscellaneous works in connection with
IOHPOH fTrack

"BRAVES DIE,

LATE L NK NARESH SINGH
In proud memory of L Nk Naresh Singh of 6th
Battalion The Dogra Regiment, who made the supreme
sacrifice while serving the Nation at Nowshera (J&K)
on 05 Jul 2003. Your act of valour, raw courage
devotion to duty will always remain a source of
_inspiration and motivation to all of us.

BUT ONLY ONCE"

Remembered by Commanding Officer and All Ranks 6 DOGRA

Machine at TMC Shed/Zonal Machine

| Depot/Piant DepotDDU. Satelita Shed! CSR/

SEE Division and Satefite Shad! RRME/|

[DHNIDivision of East Central Ralfway.

2. Approx Cost of the work: 4,57 80,800.22

3. Earnest Mn”éy 39,16,700, 4, Date and|
e

seats. Admission will be done on|
merit based on percentage off
marks in the gualifying|
examination. Prescribed form can
bz oblained from the insttute on
any working day within 18 days of
this advertisament. For furtherl

changed my name to SUNITAfor all Ti“l‘,‘,ln’f,ll“"“,‘ (-\mi"\‘“‘ e details please refer institute)
purposes. 0071045859-1 s el
i i et

LOST & FOUND }:umwr o m ‘“L‘ namely
LOST original tile documents, - gred ADMISSION
including the complete chain of Sale e sty s e
Deeds and other related ownership Kumar (et
documents, pertaining to: Property NURSING

No. 9/46, Geeta Colony, Delhi -
110031, standing in the name of M.
Raj Kumar Gulyani, S/o Late Shri Hari
Chand Gulyani; and Shop No. 436,
Jheel Khuranja, Delhi - 110051,
standing jointly in the names of Mr.
Raj Kumar Gulyani and Mrs. Neelam
Gulyani as co-owners. NCR/complaint
regarding the loss of the said
documents has already been filed vide
NCR/DD No. 70019136/2026 dated
18.06.2026 at PS Geeta Colony/
ePolice station. Finder please contact
0n9810070765.  0071045867-1

Lost Property-Paper of 11-A,Radhey-
Puri Delhi-51,Vide DOC

ot 31 1t For, Gar Koy Lo
o i 32

PUBLIC NOTICE
y Client My
Hakam Singh Rio 1C/163, Second|
o, Nt Carvars, Ranes
. Nandhar Colony. Rane
Delhi 110015, do
o o dcbre i son
JASPREET SINGH Slo Tejinder

. Delhi-110015, from his all

movable |

ovable properties and|
server all elatons with them s they are|
out of bis conteol. If anybody dealing,
with them wil do s at hisher own cos,
risk and consequence.

201010 HAVE CHANGED MY No.7435,Volume 2813, Book v S
NAME TORITU MITTAL. No.1 Pages 235 0237 Dalod-27-11-
110 1953SR Dek Mob: 9811446037
urjeet s

1,Geeta,W/o Dharmendra,R/o- PIJBLIC NOTICE
221,Pocket-2 Paschim 004085427410 e el o

| Pocket-2 e . : 8 Tandon
Puri,Paschim Vinar,Delhi-110063 LOST originalftle documents, s o e o

524, el 1, 00 F

have changed my name to Geeta
Gauri, y

1,RAJEEV KUMAR DUDEJA,S/o
SOHAN LAL DUDEJA Rio WZ-22
PHASE-1 OM-VIHAR UTTAM
NAGAR NEW DELHI-110059 have
changed my name to RAJIV
DUDEJA. 0040864272-4

1,Deepak,S/o-Ram Lautan Singh,
Rlo-Plotno.112, Kheri Gujran
Enclave Part-1 Kheri,Ballabgarh,
Faridabad (Haryana)-121004,have
changed my name to Deepak Singh
Rana, for all Purposes.

0040864281-3

including the complete chain of Sale
D h

documents, pertaining to: Property
No.9/47, Geeta Colony, Delhi -
110031, standing inthe name of Mrs.
Neelam Gulyani w/o Mr. Raj Kumar
Gulyani,; and Shop No. 436, Jheel
Khuranja, Delhi - 110051, standing
jointly in the names of Mr. Raj Kumar
Gulyani and Mrs. Neelam Gulyani as
co-owners. NCR/complaint
regarding the l0ss of the said
documents has already been filed
vide NCR/DD No. 70019136/2026
dated 18.06.2026 at PS Geeta
Colony/ ePolice station. Finder

0n 9810070765

1, Priyanka Kumari, W/O-Nishant
Kumar,R/O-C-701,Tower,C-
Society Bestech Altura, Sector-
79,Gurgaon Haryana-122051 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Shanaya to Shanaya
Jaiswal 0040864274-5

name to
RAJEEVSALUJA 00408642727
1,RAHUL S/O DHARAM PAL SINGH,
RIO 7, SANGAMAPARTMENT,
POCKET-24, SECTOR-24,ROHINI,
DELHI-110085,have changed my
name to RAHUL CHAUDHARY.
0040864281-6

1, SWETASHARMA W/O SHASHI
VATS R/O GG-1/120-AVIKAS PURI
, TILAKNAGAR S.0 WEST DELHI
110018, have changed my name
SHWETASHARMA for all future
purpose 0071045800-1

00710459221
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PROPERTY

3beds HIG ground floor DDAflat sector
12 Dwarka for sale rent what's App
981142156, 0040863782-1

ot orcar s s wih
st erod,nk e s
dmycire

o 3pos e

pieat docarie

s, Ay dealegs Wi the
persmn e

ivancil st afo s ctce sl b
s e iskand bl e e
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ADMISSION
for NURSING

Baba Haridas§ zl?lst‘i_ﬁte

of Nursing Education
(Recog. by INC & DNC )
Iharoda Kalan, Najafgarh

New Delhi - 110072
0n Najafgarh Bahadurgarh Road)

COURSE (2026-27)
Applications are invited for|
3 yrs Dip. in General
Nursing & Midwifery
(GNM) and 2 yrs Dip. in
Auxiliary Nurse & Midwife
(ANM) on prescribed form
availabiewith prospectus.

GNM - 12" pass 1735 yr:
with 40% marks
{any stream)

the prospecius._ Princip

7840021047, 9318307459

IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verity
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damageincurredasaresuttof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers

or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any

(Prsgety Qunes & Complainant)
e 3. Pachat A, 0OA Flst.
‘Sakhden Vihis. e Defvi - 116025

m.ng-un_l

ato: Juby 3, 2025

agreements with
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

irne for 24.07.2025
upto 15.00 hrs., 5 Website particulars of &
tendering - wivw ireps govin
Dy. Chisf Engimzar/ TMC, Plant Dapot/
ECR/PI Deen Dayal Uparlhvaya
o1, 0D

L Callor to advertise

(O WhatsApp VLIRS

9717006820 page
AT

BIHAR STATE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD

A Govt of Bihar Undertaking

31 H A
TOURISM
ol Fibar

rough

Tel: +91 0612 2222622

VERY SHORT-E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 26/RFP/2026-27
File, No: 99.'Engpn02w§43fenggfze

mode only - 2

BSTDC

(Th
1. BSTDCinvites E-Bids:

lenced Event Man:

Shravani Mela 2026 in Bihar, asgiven bellow

. i e SRR e (Oniine | of the Project ster
en s W o Projce gl Baiers | e
185 or- monthi)
Refundatie)
L z 3 [ s 5
| SELECTION OF EVENT
MANAGEMENT AGENCY FOR
ORGANIZING SHRAVANI MELA -
1 [®7] 2026.1N THE ROUTE OF PAHLEZA | 2,00.000.00| 10000/ | 590/- 1003y
GHAT (SARAN) TO BABA
GARISNATH TEMPLE,
MUZAFFARPUR

organizing

R

Date o Ining terder

Date of downloading of Bd docum

Place & Date of Pre-Eid meeting

releart. documents

Date of Technical Presentation

Timeand Date of Fnancis! Bids

Poriod of Bids vidiy

Offcermiing Bds

resanwhatszever

Lasa date and tinie forrecespt of coing Bids
Last Date and time for Submission of kard copy of

Time are Date o opening of Technica Bids

Date- 03072026
From 08.07.2026 to 14.07.2

wuwegroc? bihar gouin

Date; 10.07 2026, Time 3.00 P, Chief Engineer, BSTOC office Sikh

Heritage Bullding Darogs

Date 1507

Tobe Communicated lster-ar
S0dsp
Enecutive Engineer (North) |

The details related to payment, eligibility criteria and evaluation process can be seen in thetender
document. The tender documents can be abtained through website wwnw. eproc2. Bihar govin

ANl the Information/carrigendum/addendum related to the project shall be published on the
website wwwprocz.bihar gov.in as well as on nigam website Bld processing fees, Bid Document
Cost and EMD shall be paidt through online mode only, |
card/debit card/ Net Banking/ NEFT/RTGS

The BSTDE shall have the right ta reject/cancel the Bid partially or fully without assigning any

. inter

For
Mobile No- 385216731

@

Nagar, Patna

, contact Executive Engineer (N

Services Ltd. - RI compliex, 2
800014, Bihar,
epros2support@bihargovin

Further details of works can be obtained from the office of Executive Engineer, {North) Far
clarifieation, regarding the E~ tendering process, please contact e-proc 2.0 helpdesk, Mjunction
ioor, Canara Bank Complex, Khajpura, Ashiana Road, PS - Shastri
free number 1800 572 6571

Tall

PR. No. 007075 (B&C) 2026-27

Dt 14 67,2026, 2t 300 P
2026, 3L 200 FM

Date 16, 07,2026, at 11:30AM
Date: 16 07 2026, at 12:30 PM anwards

h} Mobile No- 3431420877, Asst. Enginear

) Minimum Time for Presentation = 15 Minutes
Executive Engineer (North)

026 69 10300 P through webshe:

Prasad Ral Path , Patna-800001

n

(BSTRC)

rnel payment gateway {credit

emall 1D;

BSTOC, Patna

This information is available on website www.state. r.gov.in/prdbihar also
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J&K govt withdraws school library books
glorlfylng separatists, suspends 8 officials

Books called
Magbool Bhat a
‘martyr’, portrayed
separatists as ‘great
personalities’

Arun Sharma
Jammu, July 4

THE JAMMU & Kashmir gov-
ernment Saturday withdrew
two books from its school li-
braries on the ground that they
contained hlghlymappropn-
ate content” on separatism.
Eight officials from the school
department have been sus-
pended, and one contractual
employee terminated, after
the row broke out.

The withdrawn books —
‘Personalities and Legends of
J&K’ by Hilal Ahmed and San-
tosh Meena, and ‘Great Per-
sonalities of Jammu and Kash-
mir’ by Dr Sushant Giri -- were
published by Oberoi Book Ser-
vice, Jammu, and Anurag Pra-
kashan, Delhi, and supplied to
school libraries as part of Sa-
magra Shiksha for higher sec-
ondary classes.

According to an order by
Ram Niwas Sharma, Commis-
sioner/Secretary, School Edu-
cation Department, the books
contained references with the
“potential to create law-and-
order issues”, and their selec-
tion reflected “serious negli-
gence, dereliction of duty and
lack of due diligence”.

The order also blacklisted
the authors and their publish-
ing houses from publishing
any other material in the
Union Territory. While 123
copies of the first book were
supplied to school libraries in
Jammu, Ramban and Udham-
pur districts, 128 copies of the
second were supplied in
Jammu and Baramulla dis-
tricts.

The suspended officials are
Fazil Imran Saddiqui, Coordi-
nator Library, Samagra Shik-
sha; Gurjeet Singh, Assistant
Coordinator; Sanjeev Sharma,
Principal, Government Higher
Secondary School, Kore Pannu
in Kathua; Shazia Kouser, Aca-
demic Officer, SCERT, Jammu;
Imtiyaz Ahmad Mir, Lecturer,
Boys Higher Secondary
School, Wathoora, Budgam;
Niranjan Sharma, Lecturer,
GHSS, Badhat in Kishtwar;
Renu Mengi, Lecturer, DIET,

Gangster Dhillon
held in Spain; police
to seek extradition in
cashier murder case

Express News Service
Chandigarh, July 4

NOTORIOUS GANGSTER
Gurpreet Singh, alias Goldy Dhil-
lon, wasarrested in Spain, police
confirmed on Saturday. Dhillon
isanaccused in the NIA-investi-
gated Sector-5 firing case in
Chandigarh, and was also sus-
pected to be the key i

in the recent killing of a phar-
macy cashier here. Police are
alsoprobinghisalleged roleinan
extortion racket targeting busi-
nessmen in Chandigarh.
Chandigarh Police will seek
hisextradition for questioningin
the June 13 murder of Sector 11
chemist shop cashier Janki Das.
Officials confirmed thatthe NIA
had already secured a Red
Corner Notice against Dhillonin
the 2024 Sector-5 firing case.
“We will initiate the process
for his extradition in the Sector
11 murder case for questioning,”
the SSP Kanwardeep Kaur said.
Police believe the conspiracy
tokill Das, 45, a cashier at Shri
Kumar Medicosin Sector11, was
orchestrated from abroad
through Dhillon’s network oper-
ating in India. Two armed men
shot Dasinside the chemist shop
on June 13. He later died at the
Postgraduate Institute of Medi-
cal Education and Research
(PGIMER).
Hoursafter the murder, aso-

Goldy Dhillon. riLe

cial media account identifying
itself as the “Goldy Dhillon
Group” claimed responsibility
for the killing and threatened
personsallegedlylinked togang-
ster Lawrence Bishnoi. Several
purported audioclipsattributed
to Dhillon later surfaced online,
though police said forensic
verificationis part of the ongoing
investigation.

Sourcessaid Dhillon wasear-
lier associated with networks
linked to gangsters Lawrence
Bishnoi and Goldy Brar before
establishing his own module.

Jammu; and Rajmohini, Lec-
turer, GGHSS, Poonch.

During suspension, these
officials will remain attached
with the Administrative De-
partment (School Education
Department), the order said.

The government has also
set up a high-level inquiry
headed by Financial Commis-
sioner and Additional Chief
Secretary Ashwani Kumar,
whohas30daystosubmitare-
port.

The contractual employee
whose services were termin-
ated was Sheikh Suheel
Ahmad, acomputer assistant,
assisting the coordinator, li-
brary.

Gurjeet Singh, one of the
suspended officials, denied
havinganythingtodowith the
books, saying he was “merely a
teacher”. “I was asked by the
authorities toassist the library
coordinator by getting him
material like stationery. T know
nothing about the contents of
thebook,” he said.

Meanwhile, Oberoi Book
Service, Jammu, said ‘Person-
alities and Legends of Jammu
and Kashmir’ “was already
published by a Delhi-based
publication house in 2017 Its
proprietor toosaid he was “un-

aware of the contents of the
book”™.

“We approached the pub-
lishers to allow us to print it
under our name,” proprietor
Inder Pal Singh told The In-
dian Express. “The publishing
house reprinted copies of the
book under our name in 2024
and sent those to us for Sama-
gra Shiksha.”

One of the books pur-
portedly calls Magbool Bhat,
co-founder of the separatist
Jammu Kashmir Liberation
Front who was hanged in
Tihar Jail on two murder
charges, ‘shaheed’ (martyr),
adding that “the early years of
Magbool Butt’s life, like thou-
sands of other Kashmiri
children were shaped by the
harsh living conditions that
characterised the life of peas-
ants at this juncture of Kash-
mir history. It was the feudal
system in Maharaja’s Kashmir
that forced Magbool Butt to
participate in the first political
action in his life-long struggle
against suppression, occupa-
tion and for equality, freedom
and social justice”. It further
purportedly describes his ex-
filtration to Pakistan as “the
journey on that road to great
sacrifice”.

CBlarrests military
services engineer
inbribery case

Express News Service
Shimla, July 4

THE CBI has arrested KK Soni,
Assistant Garrison Engineer
with the Military Engineering
Services (MES) in Manali, Hi-
machal Pradesh, on Saturday
for allegedly demanding and
accepting a bribe of Rs 93,000
from a contractor's represen-
tative for clearing pending bills.

According to the CBI, a case
was registered on July 3 based
onacomplaint filed by a super-
visor whoworks withacontrac-
tor's firm. The complainant al-
leged that Soni had demanded
Rs93000toclearthe firm'sbills.

‘While the supervisor alleg-
edly paid Soni Rs 40,000, he

Integrated Parachute tests for
Gaganyaan a success: ISRO

Express News Service
Bengaluru, July 4

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) Friday suc-
cessfully conducted Integrated
Parachute tests required to vali-
date deceleration systems,
which will be used in the Gaga-
nyaan's Crew Module splash-
down at sea. Crew Module is a
special, pressurised space ve-
hicle which houses the astro-
nauts during take-off, space

The testinvolved deployment of 10 parachutes to facilitate the
deceleration of the Crew Module before splashdown. 1sro
Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RGfomljMzgl

flights and splashdowns.
ISRO Saturday said it was
developingasolid motor based
Sub-Orbital Launch Vehicle for
Experiments (SOLVE).
This is a special test rocket
that can perform numerous ex-

periments under various test
conditions. During such tests,
the Crew Module is separated
from the vehicle at an altitude
of10to17km.

ISRO added that the tests
performed on July 3 at its Sri-

harikota centre saw the deploy-
ment of about 10 parachutes,
which are primarily respon-
sible for reducing the velocity
of the Crew Module as it de-
scends and splashesdown into

the se:
said that he was asked tobring _ Free Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKF IGoBdOF

tt ingRs 53,000 on Sat-
urday, according to the com-
plaint. On July 4, the CBI laid a
trap and caught the accused
red-handed.

‘Theagency alsorecovered Rs
40,000 from the accused's resi-
denceinthe MES areaof Manali.
Officials said the search oper-
ationison,and added that Rs10
lakh in unaccounted cash was
recovered from the premises.

The accused will be pro-
duced beforethe courtonJulys.
Further probe is on, police said.

FORM NO. CAA-2

I T0 SECT

CHENNAI BENCH-1
CA/(CAA)/43/2026

IN THE MATTER OF SECTIONS 230 TO 232 AND OTHER APPLICABLE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT AND THE CAA RULES
IN THE MATTER OF COMPOSITE SBIIBAA:‘:F AMALGAMATION AND ARRANGEMENT
REFEX GREEN MOBILITY I.IM‘IE‘I:'I?"T:AEIISFEHDH. COMPANY' OR ‘RGML’)
REFEX INDUSTRIES LIMITED (‘TRANSFEREE COMPANY' OR ‘DEMERGED COMPANY’ OR ‘RIL’)
REFEX MOBILITY LIMITED (‘:::mm COMPANY’ DR ‘RML’)

ACT, 2013 (ACGT”) AND RULE 6 AND 7 OF COMPANIES
COMPROMISES, ARRANGEMENT AND AMALGAMATIONS), RULES 2016] (“CAA RULES")
BEFORE THE HONOURABLE NATIDNAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL

THEIR RESPECTIVE SHAREHOLDERS AND CREDITORS

GOVT. OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
7th FLOOR, M.S.O BUILDING, L.P ESTATE, ITO,
NEW DELHI-110002

INVITATION FOR APPLICATION FOR THE POST OF COMMISSIONER
(PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES)

Applications are invited from eligible and interested persons for appointment
as Commissioner (Persons with Disabilities) as per provisions under
sub-section (1) of Section 79 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016 and Rule 41 of the Delhi Persons with Disabilities Rules, 2018.
The details regarding Eligibility Criteria, Educational qualifications,
Experience and terms & conditions and structure of emoluments have been
uploaded on on the departmental website at https:/socialwelfare.delhi.gov.in
Interested persons are requested to send applications in the prescribed
application format which is available on the departmental website
https://socialwelfare.delhi.gov.in
The documentary proof of educational qualifications and experience must be
attached along with the application.
The application must reach the Additional Chief Secretary (SW) at the above
mentioned address given within one month after publication of]
advertisement.
Applicant must check their e-mails regularly for any intimation/information
in this regard.
Note: Incomplete application / received after the above mentioned date will
not be accepted and will be rejected summarily.
Sd/-

ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0131/26-27 (SOCIAL WELFARE)

MDB!LITY LIMlTED (CIN. UHEIJBTNZUBPLC 158848)
i 2013, I office at Refex Towers, 2nd Fcor, 313, Valluvar Kottam

High Road, SDeﬂngnadS I
Nungambakkam. Chema\ nOODSQ Tamil Nadu,

Jaled d " ) I relati

-

The
accessed by scanning the given QR code
may afso b

of cost by witing to

Notice s hereby gian that pursuant fo the order daied June 18, 2026 |“Order”), the Hon'ble National Company Law Tnnunal
Chenna Bench (*Hon'ble Tribunal”) has directed the f i the Secured Credit

the Transferee Company/ Demerged Company (hereafler called as “Meetings™) to be held for the purpose of considering, and |I
thought it approving with or without rodification, the Compasite Scheme of,
Wbty Limiled (First Agplicant Company! Transferor Company) and Refex Industies Limitad (Second Applicant Compang!
Transferee Company! Dernerged Company) and Refex Mooty umled T Apcant Corngany Resuling Company) nd e
*Scheme"
Pursuant to the Order th

. further notice y given that the Meetings wil be
mpany el Refex Towers, 2nd Flaor, 313, Valluvar Kottam High
Road, String Roe Sigrl ngamrmkam Chennal - suma«a Tamd Nt on Wednasdlay, August 05, 2026, at 10:00 am of

‘The natice, Ingether peansentio ired Ci reditors, as on Record Date
of Tuesday, March 31, 2026, lnwugh elecironic mode whose s-mall addresses are ragisierst with the Transferes Company!
Demerged Campany and through couris, prawkling the wb-link and Quick Respanse code far accassing the Notica and relaied
Company, available.

Pwscnsenuued \Dal\endand vole at the meefing, m duly compieted in the

cribed deposited at the registared offce of e Transteree ‘Company Demerged Company of 5 the Scrutinizer M
Kshumpithls!wumaksshgfﬂg mail.com, vith acopy marked (o investor.relations @rofex.co.in, not later than 48 hours befors
the meeting. Attendees are requested to bring the duly signed attendance slip annexed to the Notice. Body corporate shall be
parmitted to attend and vote, upon raceipt of requisite authorization by the Scrutinizer Mr. Shree Kumar at
advshreekumar@gmail.com, with 2 copy markad o Invest in ot later than 48 (forty-aight) hours befora

g
The Hon'ble NCLT|

8,5V Prakash Kumar nalmersan and Me. Shiree Kumar as the Scrulinizer of the Mestings
Scheme, 1 appron wi e subject @ the of the Hon'ble NCLT and such
ryandother condiions the Scheme

Atlrdance of the Secured Cradtrs and Unsscured Crclons participating in the meeting shall be counted for the quorum. The

quarum for the Mesting shafl be 04 (four) n numhur.nrsacured Cmdlmrsann 30 (mm) In numibe for Unsecured Creditors. I casa
for the mesting is not minutes,

thersafter, the Secured Credtors and Unsawsd Crediors of the mnsrme L‘ompanrf Demarged Company present shal be

deemed to constitute the quorum.

‘The resuil of the vating of meeing will be announced by the Ch 1 the meeting or an authorized p {th

wurkmg days. from the conciusion of the meeting along with Sorulinizer's report and will be hosted on the Wehsﬂe al

nﬁ lirefexmoility comiinvestor-relations

B.5.V Prakash Kumar
Chairperson appointed for Meeting of he
efex Green Mobility Limited

Date; July 04, 2026
Placa: Chennai

Withinaweekoft]
Chandigarh Police arrested
multiple alleged members of
Dhillon’s network.

The two alleged shooters,
Sunny Mehra and Aryan
Sharma, sustained bullet in-
juries during a police encounter
whileallegedly attemptingtoes-
cape custody.

‘Regret not being with
my closest friend that
day’: Manipur CM at
MLA Valte’s funeral

Sukrita Baruah
&Jimmy Leivon
Guwahati, July 4

ATTENDING THE final riteson
Saturday of Zomi MLA Vungza-
gin Valte who died in February
this year after suffering griev-
ous injuries in a 2023 mob at-
tack in Imphal, CM Yumnam
Khemchand Singh regretted
notbeing there with “one of his
closest friends”, and said that
he “often thinks” his presence
would have averted the unfor-
tunate incident.

Singh arrived in Chur-
achandpur in a helicopter, the
first chief ministerial visit to the
Kuki-Zo majority area since
ethnic violence erupted be-
tween the Meitei and Kuki-Zo
communities in May 2023. He
then travelled to the family
home of Valte, a three-time
MLA from Thanlon and one of
the 10 Kuki-Zomi MLAs, de-
spite earlier statements by
some Kuki-Zo groups like the
Kuki Inpi Manipur and Kuki
Students’ Organisation oppos-
ing the move.

Valtewasa “dear friend”, the
CM said, and that the evening
he was attacked by a mob was
“one of the greatest regrets” of

Manipur CM Yumnam
Khemchand Singh pays tribute
toBJP MLA Vungzagin Valte in
Churachandpur on Saturday. p1i

his life. On May 4, 2023, a day
afterconflict flared, Valte,anad-
visor to former chief minister N
Biren Singh, wasattacked, leav-
inghimwith multiple fractures.
‘Withatitanium plate tosupport
his jaw, the BJP leader and
former minister, was kept on
ventilator support, but he never
recovered and died ata hospital
in Gurgaon on February 21.

“Today, I haveavideoconfer-
encewith the Union Home Min-
ister. Otherwise, I would have
travelled by road to attend Pu
Valte’s funeral. Pu Valte was a
kind-hearted person and a dear
friend. When I'was first elected
and became the Speaker, he was
one of my closest friends...,”
Khemchand said.
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IN THE MATTER OF COMPOSITE SCHEME OF AMALGAMATION AND ARRANGEMENT
REFEX GREEN MOBILITY LIMITED (‘TRANSFEROR COMPANY' OR 'RGML')
REFEX INDUSTRIES LIMITED (‘TRANSFEREE MI:JPAW‘ OR ‘DEMERGED COMPANY’ OR “RIL')
REFEX MOBILITY LIMITED (‘ﬁ.’:mm COMPANY’ OR ‘RML’}
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il Limited and Nati Excl
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Notice is hereby given fhat pursuant to the erder dated Juna 18, 2026 {“Order”), the Hon'ble National Company Law Tribunal
Chennai Bench (“Hon'ble Tribunal”) has directed the convening of meetings of the Secured Creditors and Unsecured Crediors of
the Transferee Company/ Demerged Company (hereafler called as “Meetings™) 1o be held for he purpose of cansidering, and If

thaught it approving with or without modification amongst
Mobility Limited (Fist Applicant Company! Transferor Company) and Refex industries Limited (Second Applicant Compary!
Transferee: Company! Demerged Comoany) and Refex Mobilly Limited (Trird Applicant cumpan,fpm\:mg vmpany] and ther
fespective ‘Scheme’| undersection 2

the directi d therein, further notice s nmmwenmmmmmmgsmune
convened and nelotmuugn physical mode atregistered offce of the Company at Refex Towers, 2nd Floor, 313, Valluvar Katlam High
Rosd, Sterling Road Signal, Nungambakkam, Chennai - 600034, Tamil Nadu on Wednesday, August 05, 2026, at 11:30 am of

12:00noen

The notice,

of Tuesday, March 31, 2026, through electronic mode whose e-mal addresses are regislered with the Transferse Company!

Demerged Company and through courier, owwﬂr'\g the web-ink and Quick Response cade for accessing the Natice and related
onthe websita ofthe Cs

Persans entlled lo attend and vole at the meeting. Vna)'wiem person orby proxy,

| he relsed doaumen's are @50 avalatie ot
BSE Limited and
a\mbeamsmhysmmngmegwnonmd

F by
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underthe
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Anit Poddar, Company y
VERTISEMENT OF NOTICE OF THE MEETING OF THE EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF REFEX INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Notice s hirehy giventhat pursuant to the Order dated June 18, 2026 (*Order”), Hon'e National Company Laiw Tribunal, Chennai

Bench “Hon'le Tribunal ) h diercd the convening of meelings o ie cquly sharenoiders of the Transleree Campanyl
(*Meetings” fit,

(ha Composie Scheme of Aaigamalion an Arrangement amangst Refex Green Mobilly Limited {Fist Applicant Companyl

Transleror Company) and Refe inusties Liied {Second Applcant Campery Trarsferee Campary Demerged Company) and

mied (T Agplcant Comgny Resafing Garp (“Scheme”}
023

prescrbed form are depasiled at he registered Mrve o the Transferce Compam! Demerged Cor
M. Kishore P al com, w 1o Investor relations@refex.co.in, rot later than 48 nours
belore the meeting. Aliendees are requested o bring lhe culy signed ateniance sipannexed o he Note. Gody corporae shal b=
permitted lo allend and vote, upon teceipt of requisile autharizalion by the Scrulinizer Mr. Kishore P at
kishoreprakashdT@gmail.com, wih a copy marked lo Inveslor relationsi@irefex.co.in not later than 48 {forty-eight) hours before.
Meeting zs required under Rule lOullhBCMRu\us
TheHoribs NCLT e UK

v M, Kishore P i M
Hon'ble NCLT:

The above-

Atlendanos of e Secured Gretors and Unsecure Cretilors partipaling 1 the meeing shal e colnied for the quorum, The
quorumfor the Meeting shall be 03 for Sacured Cr Incase
the said quorum for the meats t f e afing, th i 30 minutes.
hereatie, the Sacured Crediors and Unsecuted Cradiors of the Tranaleree Company! Damelgan Company pressnt shall be
deemed 1o constituite thequorum.

The resull of the vofing of meeting will be znnounced by the Chairperson of the meeting or an authorized persan within 03 (three)
working days from the condusion of the meefing along with Scrutinizer’s report and will be husted on the websile at

o of. fCDSL

wrsuamnnmeomer the , furthar ot ¥ given hat the Mastings will ba
t 08, fio-visual means.
The notice. Iogemerwnm he mlamw\mm s has b sont o the eqity b s appear i he egisorof
iday, June 25
Creditors, as an Record Date registerad wih NSDLIZDS. ane I.'\rﬂugh courer, proviing the weblink and Quck Response code kwancessmg the Notics and
the Company. ot av
Faciy of proves willot be avaiable o th Neeting convenes IhmughVCJOAVM By coporats shalbe et o aendand
vote, by I Kishore <ol
m: inthe 1o i £o.in ot later than 48 {Ic ‘\I]()HheEAARu;eg
my of 1 1 seutnicer The cut-of date for e-Vating s Friday, July 31, 2026, Ramole August 02, il

Tuesday, August B4, 2026 3t 05:00 pm 2nc il it be allswed thereate. Please refer the detaied instustons on voting registraton]
daton o e-mall aciesses ecalptof the Nokcs, ogn recnls, g CDSL - (emletenus)facily a e mesing
Equty \oted amay the manner provided in e
Notice, wherezs nallnotvotz again.

The Hon'ble NGLT thebisligs, The o

nd M, Kishore P

UK. Sirohi as the Chy
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regulatory or other authorties, 2 may b inthe Scheme In case of any
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A Cold War-era Seychelles mission

'VAPPALA BALACHANDRAN

APRIL 1986, Seychelles President
France-Albert Rene made a special re-
quest to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
during his visit to New Delhi: Depute a

mall team of Indian security officials

temporarily turn to Tanzania and the Soviet
‘Union tosave his government.

Further, the May 13,1978, coup in the Co-
moros orchestrated by a French mercenary
named Bob Denard had successfully over-
thrown theleftist President Ali Soilihand had
brought back former president Ahmed Ab-
dallah, who was ousted in 1975. Ahmed Ab-
dallah had then promptly restored his close
tieswith Franceand other Western countries.

Meanwhile, Mancham, on May 24,1983,
told TheObserverin London that he had ac-
cepted GBP 12,000 from MI-6 for his cam-
paign. He admitted he had signed two

todiscreetly assess the existing security and
police systems in his country.

This arose because of his doubts about
his own security setup and since the entire
Indian Ocean Islands were caught in the
whirlpool of Cold War polemics. Conse-
quently, thiswriter was chosentolead atwo-
member team in 1987. The other member

i Bureau (

Rene, a “leftist,” had ousted James Man-
cham, the first “right-wing” president, from
powerin1977,oneyear after the country’sin-
dependence. Since then, Mancham was
openly in cohorts with the Western and
South African intelli 1ciestoreturn
o power through countercoup or elections.

Although Rene personally knew many
foreign leaders like French President Fran-
cois Mitterrand or Tanzanian President Ju-
lius Nyerere, there were reasons why he
turned to India to do this sensitive work. He
did not want to be caught in the Cold War
crossfire. Also, France, which had guided Sey-
chelles’security forlong, had turned against
it for geopolitical reasons, forcing Rene to

with the CIA, well before the
Seychelles got independence in 1976,
through which the agency would set up an
intelligence system to monitor his oppo-

nentsand create apara-military unitinthe ' We were first
Seychelles. The other agreement was to
subsidise his weekly Seychelles News ta'ke%m tl,le
through the US embassy in Nairobi. President’s
MorelightwasthrownonRene'spredica- ~ secretary, who
mentby aCIAassessment document (“The  Jed us to Rene’s
Mellowingof President Rene”, October1983), .
declassified only in 2008: In April 1979, he m}(ides}tlofflce,
hadtohurriedly request the Soviet Unionto -~ WHEIe ¢ gave
sendwarshipstoshowsupportduringasus- ~ Usa bnefmg on
pected coupintheSeychelles.InNovember  ywhat he was
that year, the Soviet Union was again asked N
tosend warships againstasuspected French ankmg for. He
plot to oust him. During that period, Rene frankly told us
even arrested a French police adviser then  he could not
working with him and deported himto  ¢ryst his own
France. The New York Times (December 23, N -~
1979)identified himas Jacques Chevalereau. Secumky set ulf
The CIA paper also said that Rene de- due to “colour
tained a French military crew workingina ~ divisions.

Seychellois patrol boat “Topaz”. The paper

Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RGfmljMzgl

Bring back the
tigers that once
roamed Mewar

—
AREFA TEHSIN

FTER the Rajsamand MP’s statement opposing the

proposed tiger reserve in Kumbhalgarh, a reactive

skirmish has broken out. The MP, from the erstwhile

oyal family, has urged the Centre to drop the plan,

stating that Kumbhalgarh “has never been a traditional tiger
habitat”. The pushback is coming from erstwhile forest officers,
some jagirdars of the former Mewar state. The tigers, one sus-
pects, would twitch their whiskers on being told they had never
actually been there. We, Mewaris, can’t take this as lightly.

Mewar stretches across south-central Rajasthan, from
the Aravalli hills in the northwest to the Gujarat border in
the south, and from Ajmer in the north to the Hadoti plateau
inthe east. Udaipurisits historic heart. The Kumbhalgarh
forestwas a royal hunting reserve. The right to huntatiger,
notably, rested with the Maharana alone. Not other royals.
Not the aristocracy. Aleopard was fair game for the nobility,
atigerwas not. A peer-reviewed paper in BT s international
journal (2022) by Bhanu Kapil and Uma Bhati of BN Univer-
sity, Udaipur, has duginto the Haqikat Bahidas — the offi-
cial shikar diaries of the Mewar rulers —and found that in
1838-39, Maharana Sardar Singh was receiving regular field
intelligence about tigers near Udaipur. His men came across
them at Kamlod, Tikhlya, Urjankhura. The Rajputana Ga-
zetteers of the Mewar Residency record tigers in the Araval-
lis “from Kumbhalgarh to Kotra”.

Sherlock Holmes had warned Watson: “Itis a capital mis-
take to theorise before one has data. One begins to twist
factstosuit theories, instead of theories tosuit facts.” The
data, in this case, is considerable. Jaswant Singh Nathawat,
exwarden of Kumbhalgarh wildlife and park director of
Ranthambore, has described in a video how he came across
atigerin Kumbhalgarh-Raoli Tatgarh sanctuary in1967. My
grandfather, TH Tehsin, later vice mayor of Udaipur, saw
tigers in Mewar on several occasions. An archival register
from the Raoli Forest Rest House in the Todgarh-Raoli Wild-
life Sanctuary records tigers being shot from 1953 to 1955.

The concern about the Raika pastoral community and
their camels is genuine, though itis worth noting that
camelsare notatiger’s preferred quarry. The question of
how atiger reserve notification affects traditional grazing
rights is one worth working through with the communities
involved. It has a process; consultation, buffer zones, co-
existence provisions, designed precisely because these situ-
ations are not new. We have navigated them in forests far
more contested than Kumbhalgarh. It would be a pity to
foreclose the conversation before it has properly begun.

There is also the question of what a tiger does to aland-
scape once it is back. Ecologists call it a keystone species, a
polite way of saying its presence matters to things that
have no obvious connection to tigers. Deer that know a
predator isaround don’t linger stripping a riverbank bare;
they keep moving, nervously, which turns out to be rather
good for the riverbank. The wolves of Yellowstone demon-
strated this memorably. Kumbhalgarh’s wolves, leopards
and hyenas lived alongside tigers for millennia. They did
not find the arrangement disagreeable.

The Kumbhalgarh Wildlife Sanctuary, our family’s regu-
lar summer haunt since my childhood, is already asuccess
story. Leopards, wolves, sloth bears, hyenas, jungle cats,
goldenjackals, caracals, honey badgers —itis almost like
ticking off a field guide chapter. These forests predate Brit-
ish documentation. Many naturalists believe the terrain,
cover, and prey base make it suitable for a tiger reintroduc-
tion. The region has historically been a tiger migration cor-
ridor from Gujarat through Panarwa to Jaisamand into
Madhya Pradesh. What’s missing is not the habitat. It is the
tiger, and that isahuman doing, not an ecological verdict.
The Aravallis of Mewar housed tigers, then lost them fairly
recently, and seem to be in adequate shape forasecond
chance. Whether they get one s, as usual, less a question of
ecology than of who is inconvenienced by the answer.

Tehsin, former honorary wildlife warden, Udaipur, is the author, most

recently, of The Great Indlian Safari

HIS'i'ORY HEADLINE
BY SHYAMLAL YADAV

UTTAR PRADESH, revelations of al-
leged embezzlement inthe Ram Mandir
inAyodhya have once again highlighted

he vulnerabilities in the management
of temples. It echoes a case of theft from
nearly 44 yearsago at the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple in Varanasi. The theft in January
1983 notonly exposed deep-rooted misman-
agement but also became a turning point,
prompting a change in the management of
the temple and setting a historic precedent.

On the intervening night of January 4
and$5,1983, the golden Argha—the baseen-
circling the Shivlinga, weighing approxi-
mately 2.6 kilograms of gold — was stolen
from the Kashi Vishwanath Temple. The
incident, in the heart of Varanasi, sparked
immediate outrage, leaving the government
atthe Centre and the state feeling uneasy.

Atthetime, Uttar Pradesh wasunderthe
leadership of Chief Minister Sripati Mishra.
The state police, headed by Shrish Chandra
Dikshit, launched a swift investigation. By
January 22,1983, authorities had arrested 11
individuals. Much of the stolen property was
recovered, though the process dragged on.
Thestolen itemswere finally returned tothe
temple trust in November 2006.

The fallout extended farbeyond criminal
proceedings. Public criticism mounted
quickly against the mahant-led manage-
mentsystem that had been in place for cen-
turies. Facing growing pressure, the state
governmentacted decisively. On January 28,
1983, an ordinance was 1, trans-
ferring management of the temple to agov-
ernment-constituted trust. Later, on Sep-
tember7,1983, Social Welfare Minister Gulab
Sehra introduced a bill in the UP Assembly
to replace the ordinance. The bill passed
swiftly and received assent from the Presi-
dentonOctober 12,1983, becoming the Uttar
Pradesh Sri Kashi Vishwanath Temple Act,

said Rene’ssuspicions against the Frenchin-
volvement “were not totally groundless ac-
cordingto US Embassy reporting”.

These destabilising efforts reached a
nadiron November 25,1981, when 43 South
Africa-supported mercenaries called “The
Froth Blowers” led by British-Irish Colonel
Thomas “Mad” Mike Hoarearrived at Mahe,
Seychelles International Airport through Air
Swaziland F-28 (Fokker) chartered aircraft.
Their original idea was to enter the country
like tourists and incite Rene’s opponents to
riseinrevolt. Thistime India ittingh

their capital city Victoria. We expected the
airport and capital city to be ringed by uni-
formed troops in view of the earlier coup at-
tempts. Surprisingly, we did not notice any
unusual police or armed forces deployment
there or on our way to the hotel.

The next morning, when we were taken
to the presidential palace to meet President
Rene, we were again surprised to find that
except for a ceremonial guard outside, the
corridors of the palace were deserted. We
were first taken to the President’s secretary,
wholedust office, wherehe

involved in this attempted coup.

Although Hoare’s boys were dressed as
tourists, achance examination by alocal cus-
toms official led to the discovery of AK-47
rifles in their baggage. Knowing that their
game was up, the mercenaries took 70 air-
port staff hostage. They also took control of
the airport control tower.

Atthat time a Boeing 707Air India flight
2241ed by Captain Umesh Saxena from Sal-
isbury (now Harare), which was going to
Bombay with 64 passengers on board, was
arriving at the Mahe airport for a scheduled
refuelling. While Hoare’s mercenanes

gaveusabriefingon whathe waslooking for.

He frankly told us he could not trust his
own security set-up due to “colour” divi-
sions. He said he was changing the white
Commissioner of Police and appointing a
“mulatto” officer who had better relations
with people, especially blacks. He wanted us
to visit all the security establishments, in-
cluding training institutes, assess their pro-
fessionalism and give suggestions. In addi-
tion, he openly told usthathe would have to
work with the Western nations to dispel the
notion that he was merely following the So-
viet bloc. Amazingly, the same assessment

allowedittoland, th forcesas-
sisted by Tanzanian soldiers did not want it
to come down. A fire fight ensued which
damaged the mercenary plane F-28 (Fokker).

Hoare’s mercenaries realised they could
escape only through the Al flight and tried
toforce Captain Saxenato take themto Zim-
babwe. They finally agreed to travel to Dur-
banduetofuel shortage. At Durban, the mer-
cenarieswere arrested and later prosecuted.

In this background, we landed early in
1987 at the Mahe international airport near

the CIA document in 1983 say-
ing that Rene was “showinga more positive
attitudetoward thema]orUS mterest inSey-
chelles-the USAFt 1in Mahe”.

Democracy
that survives
wrecking balls

Y 4 &
FIFTHCOLUMN

BY TAVLEEN SINGH

ASTWEEK America celebrated her 250th birthday, so
Ishall begin by saying happy birthday to the world’s
oldest democracy from a citizen of the world’s largest
democracy. As an admirer of America, I have been
truly impressed that its institutions have managed to survive
what The Economist recently called the ‘wrecking ball revol-
ution’ that Donald Trump has used to try and weaken them. It
has made me reflect and brood over how our own institutions
havebeenless resilient. Our prime ministers may not have used
awrecking ball, but right from the time that we became an in-
dependent nation, there have been attempts to weaken the in-
stitutions of democracy.
Atthensk of invoking (yetagain) the ire of the Gandhi family’s
supporters on social media, I shall remind you that

We completed our assignment within a
week and orally presented our findings to
him, adding that we would send our written
report through our Prime Minister’s office.

The writer is a former Special Secretary, Cabinet
Secretariat, and was part of the committee to
enquire into the 26/11 terror attacks

Free Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel /0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH60BAOF

How UP got control over Kashi
Vishwanath 44 years ago

1983, which became effective retroactively
from January 28. The Actestablished aboard
of trustees, comprising prominent religious
figures and senior govemment officials,

The state
government
took over the
management
of the Kashi
Vishwanath
templein
1983. wikipeDiA

side the garbhagriha (sanctum sanctorum)
onceayear. The first major contribution was
from then-PM Indira Gandhi. Within
months, Rs1lakh had been raised. A police

along with an executive tee for day-
to-day operations. Vibhuti Narayan Singh
was made trust president and continued in
the position until his demise in 2000.
‘Thetransition highlighted stark contrasts
ingovernance. Under the mahants, daily of-
ferings were reportedly recorded at Rs 300-
500. Temple assets were valued at nearly Rs
15.5croreatthetime of takeover. The govern-
ment provided an initial loan of Rs 11 lakh to
the new trust. Of this, Rs 6 1akh funded a re-
placement golden Argha, while the remain-
ingRs5lakh was deposited inabanktogen-
erate interest for routine expenses. The
government claimed thatafter the takeover,
daily offerings increased up toRs 1,500.
Minister Sehra, while tabling the bill,
painted a picture of the pre-takeover era.
Priestsreceived a paltry Rs 8 per month plus
‘meals — conditions he likened to “bonded
labour”. In contrast, the new management
raised salaries to Rs 300 per month, with
lunch provisions. Infrastructure improve-
ments followed: 20 tubelights and 11 fans
were installed for better lighting and venti-
lation. Cleanliness campaigns were priori-
tised, and milk offered to the Shivlinga was
distributed to orphans. Temple traditions
continued, with 51 sanyasis fed every Mon-
day and 30 poor individuals fed daily.
Families donating Rs 5,000 or more
gained the privilege of performing puja in-

post neart] Dbolstered security.

Themanagement change, however, was
notwithout controversy. Questions arose in
the Assembly about Vibhuti Narayan Singh’s
approach to the entry of Harijans into the
temple — he had opposed it in the mid-
1950s. Some MLAs asked whether any affi-
davits had been taken from him for not re-
peating the same. Shrish Chandra Dikshit
joined the Vishva Hindu Parishad post-re-
tirement in 1984 and joined the movement
for the Ram Temple at Ayodhya. He event-
uallyjoined the BJP, gotaticketand entered
the Lok Sabha in1991.

The changes faced legal scrutiny as well,
with challenges mounted in the Allahabad
High Courtand then, the Supreme Court. Fi-
nally, in alandmark March 14, 1997, verdict,
the Supreme Court upheld state control. It
observed that prior to 1983, “the manage-
ment of Temple was in an appalling condi-
tion. Devoted pllgnmswhenmeywsltedthe

Templ i the
behest of pandas, the precincts were in most
unhygienic condition (sic).”

Yet, state control did not entirely eradi-
cate problems. Thefts of asmallerscale con-
tinued, underscoring challenges to security
and internal oversight.

The writer is Senior Associate Editor,
The Indian Express

the First Amendment to our Constitution was brought to curb
dissent. The opposite wastrue in America. The firstamendment
tothat constitutionsays, ‘Congress shall make nolaw respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or
therightofthe people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

Those who believe that such freedoms have been damaged
only since Narendra Modi became prime minister should read
our own First Amendment. And we must never forget that the
only prime minister who tooka ‘wreckingball’ toIndian democ-
racywas Indira Gandhi. It is against this backdrop that we need

hashappened in twelve years of Hindutva Raj,
during todissenthasbx ident.
Asajudge of the Bombay High Court reminded us last week, ‘it
is the right of citizens to protest’.

Itissad buttruethateverytimethereisaprotestofsomekind,
Modi’sacolytes, spokespersonsand social mediawarriors collude
to damage the reputation of the protesters. When farmers pro-
tested for more than a year against laws that they believed bene-
fited corporations and not them, they were called anti-nationals,
Kha.hstams andtraltor& Allthat the prime minister needed to have

that protest foracupofteaandlistento
whal they had tosay. Why this did not happen, Ido not know.

For the past two weeks, the Cockroach Janata Party’s leaders
and supporters have been protesting in Jantar Mantar with a
single demand that the education minister take responsibility
for the mess in the education system and resign. If this minister
had thesmallest shred of self-respect, he would voluntarily hand
in his resignation. Since he does not, itis the responsibility of the
prime minister to ask for his resignation. Inexplicably, this has
not happened, so now the ‘cockroaches’ have backed himintoa
corner.If] r ter, it would seem like sur ler,and
ifhe does not, he will continue to alienate young students.

Meanwhile, sundry leftist leaders who never protested the

ing of dissent by ‘secular’ prime mini nowbanding
together to share the stage in Jantar Mantar. Personally, I think
the fastunto death by Sonam Wangchuk is a bad idea. The old
waysof \dboring YoungIndians
mustfind newwaysto makethelrcase Itisalsotimethey stopped
invoking dead leaders and started looking for younger leaders in
their own ranks. They have a right to be very angry about the ap-
palling state of our education system and the terrifying absence
ofjobs for those who somehow manage toget an education. They
haveanghtto be: angryaboutotherﬂnng,s Corruption hasbecome
thelootingofthe Ram Temple
in Ayodhya, and people are becoming increasingly angry about
the deep roots of corruption in all our democratic institutions.

Corruptionis, alas, not the only thing weakening our democ-
racy. Almost as damaging has been the rise of atendency in our
political leaders to encourage an ugly form of cultism to build
around them. They do this by plastering their pictures every-
‘where, from electricity poles and petrol stations to advertise-
ments of their achievements in the newspapers and on televi-
sion. If this is an attempt to show the people who hold up the
institutions of democracy that bigbrother is watching, then they
may ha led. Butisthisgood for ?Clearly not.

The additional damage that this kind of narcissistic promo-
tion does is that it proves that despite all our talk of develop-
mentand modernity, we remain a third-world country inwhich
elected leaders can behave like kings. Itistrue that in this 250th
year of American independence, the leader of the free world is
behaving more like a king than any leader in the third world,
but American institutions have shown that they are strong
enough to survive Trump.

In our own ancient and wondrous land, the institutions of
democracy remain fragile. But here isasmall warning to those
political leaders bedazzled by their own propaganda: there is
increasing evidence that voters are seeing through the propa-
ganda. This is one reason why political parties built around the
cultofasingle leader and his extended family are beginningto
crumbleintodust. Itisawarningthatall political leaders would
dowellto heed.

1adisturbil

Entertainment industryswar on statistical reality

ERE IS a particular kind of cul-

ural conditioning that operates

invisibly —soembedded in enter-

tainment habits that we mistake it

for taste. Viewers arrive at films primed by

years of storytelling, by algorithms, and by

theambient noise of social media to receive

male suffering as tragic, male grievance as

legitimate, and male entitlement as worthy

of scrutiny. The sympathy is allocated be-
fore the first scene has even begun.

At a standup show, comedian Pranit
More encountered a crowd member who
casually revealed he had bought a woman
biryani for Rs 370 and considered this a
transaction thatentitled himto herbody. He
said itopenly, inaroom full of people. What's
strikingwas his ease. A person who has never
been told, by anything he has watched or
laughed at, that this outlook requires exam-
ination. That ease has a supply chain.

Dacoit, a Tamil production featuring
Anurag Kashyap as a cop, centres around
'vengeance against a woman who betrayed

her partner. Theemotional architecture asks
spectators to understand his anger, follow
histrajectory,and investin hisrage. Bandar,
Kashyap’s Bollywood follow-up goes further,
constructingaworld where false allegations
againstmen function omaly and
moreas. atmosphere Everythread pointsto
th menareaf
class, women wield courts as weapons, and
institutions have abandoned the former.

The NCRBlogged 441,534 crimes against
‘women in 2024. Spousal and family cruelty
alone accounted for over 1,20,000 cases, the
singlelargest category of gender-based harm
that year. These dynamics are sustained by
social, institutional, and patriarchal struc-
tures that have historically rendered them
ordinary. Incidents where women commit
crimes against men, however high-profile,
however frequently cited, are neither sys-
temic nor institutionalised in this way. Yet
such examples get amplified, weaponised,
and now cinematically immortalised.

The operative question is proportion,

what gets funded, what gets widely dis-
tributed, and whose reality gets rendered
asrepresentative of larger truth. When aso-
ciety consistently dramatises statistical ex-
ceptions while the pervasive danger
women face remains peripheral, it is mak-
ingadeliberate decision. What gets green-
lit, what digital tools reward, and what legal
mechanisms get deployed reflect whose in-

SHESAID

BY teriority is considered universally legible,

MEENAKSHI
JHA

whose pain is deemed worthy of the screen,
and whose precariousness is treated as a
niche concernratherthananational crisis.

Awoman is killed or driven to death by
dowry pressure every 68 minutes in India.
‘Women are murdered for rejecting men.
‘Women are slain for leaving. These are not
exceptional stories. These are the norm. But
the falsely accused figure in a rigged system
iswhat'sgettingthebigscreen, the airwaves,
and now the dock. That inversion is worth
examining carefully, without looking away.

In 2026, the cultural ground is shifting
beneath safety gains that were never secure

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

to begin with. Cinema positions male re-
sentment as complexity. Standup stages
generate laughs from transactional entitle-
ment. Podcasts reframe women'’s legal re-
course as weaponised victimhood. Each
medium reinforces the next, and the
cumulative weight arrives as a revised so-
cial contract: women’s security is contin-
gent on not making men uncomfortable.
Sharper cultural literacy is the first line
of defence: reading the subtext before ab-
sorbing the text, asking wlmse anger is
beingrenderec i
ence is conspicuously absent from the
frame, and what worldview is being nor-
malised under the cover of entertainment.
The screen has always reflected power.
Right now, it is rehearsing it, and women
are the audience being asked to applaud.

Jhais an educator and freelance writer

Editor (Planning & Projects) Shalini Langer
curates the fortnightly ‘She Said’ column
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RELIANCE ON SHORT-TERM FIXES MAY BE A WORRY FOR BANKS

Amid slowing CASA growth,
banks turn to costly solutions

Akash Mandal
NewDelht, July4

Credit growth has picked up
over the past few months, but
banks have struggled to grow
their deposit base to match it.

Growth in current account
and savingsaccount(CASA)de-
posits has particularly slowed,
with retail investors now having
arange of avenues to put their
savings in, such as stocks and
mutual funds. These avenues
provide much better returns
thantraditional CASAaccounts
and have become more access-
ible overtime due todigitisation
and regulatory bodies’ simplifi-
cation of norms. CASA deposits
are low-cost for banks and are
used to fund loans, the major
source of revenue.

They are considered a re-
liable and “sticky” source of
funds for banks due to low
churn, assuch depositorsaren’t
likely to shift this money to
other banks easily.

Due to this mismatch in
growth, the gap between credit
and deposit growth has
widened from 1.8 percentage
points in December to 5.4 per-
centage points as of June 15, ac-
cordingto data from the RBIL.

This hasled to the credit-to-
deposit ratio of banks — which
isthe percentage of abank’s de-
posits deployed as loans —
widening to 82.5% as of June 15
from around 75% in mid-2025.
Theslowdown wasalsonoted in
the Reserve Bank of India’s Fi-
nancial Stability Report released
last week.

CASA deposit: I for

dto fundloans,

the major source of revenue. ReUTERs
Free Telegram Channel https:/t.me/+2RvD_RGf9mljMzgl

Banks shifting to other
funding avenues

As CASA deposits have
slowed, banks have shifted to
other sources of funds such as
term deposits and CDs.

Termdeposits referto finan-
cial instruments where one
locks in their money for a par-
ticulartenuretoearn interestin
return. This includes retail op-
tionssuch asfixed and recurring
deposits. A CDis a type of term
deposit used by corporates and
institutions to raise money
through the money markets.

“CASA is the low-cost liabil-
ity available to banks. Addi-
tionally, on a behavioural pat-
tern perspective, CASA can
support creation of longer-ten-
ure assets. CDs, on the other
hand, have historically been
used to manage shorter-dur-

USDoJ urgesjudgeto
drop charges against
Gautam Adani

New York: The US Department
of Justice has forcefully de-
fended its decision to abandon
the cnmmal caseagainstIndian

missals, expose privileged inter-
nal deliberations and infringe
on the executive branch’s con-
stltutlonal authority over charg-

autam Adaniand 7
others, telling a federal judge
the prosecution was legally
flawed, diplomatically counter-
productive and inconsistent
with Trump administration’s
enforcement priorities.

Inasharply worded 10-page
filing, the DOJ said the case
“should have been dropped a
year ago — or never brought in
thefirst place,” arguing that the
court had only a limited role in
reviewing its decision to dis-
miss charges with prejudice.

Thefiling cameafter US Dis-
trict Judge Nicholas Garaufis
asked the department to ex-
plain why it was seeking to per-
manently dismiss the indict-
ment, calling its earlier motion
“terse, bland, and conclusory”.

DOJ had in 2024 under the
Biden administration indicted
Adani and others for allegedly
being involved in a scheme to
bribe Indian government offi-
cialstothe tune of $250 million
andtolietoinvestorstoreceive
billions more in investments
from other entities — during
which alleged scheme Adani
Green Energy Ltd raised at least
$175 million from US
investors. The DOJ said requi-
ring prosecutors to publiclyjus-
tify decisions to drop cases
would discourage future dis-

“Judicial inquisi-
tions into the bases for
dismissal will expose privileged
internal debates,” Principal As-
sociate Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral R Trent McCotter wrote, ad-
ding that such demand hurt
defendants by potentially chill-
ing the Department from seek-
ing dismissal of crlmmal
chargesitdeter

ation liquidity by banks,” said
Rohan Mandora, associate di-
rector at Equirus Securities.

Asaresult, theshareof CASA
in the total deposit base of the
banking system has fallen to
around 39% from a peak of
around 44%in FY22(duringthe
post-Covid liquidity boom).
Meanwhile, the share of term
deposits has inched up to all-
time highs of over 61% from
around 56% in FY23.

Whyis it a concern
CASA deposits have always
been a reliable funding source
for banks due to their low cost
(around 3-4% interest rate) and
“stickiness”. Term deposits and
CDs, on the other hand, are
much higher-cost (7-8% inter-
estrate) options that ultimately
squeeze the margins of banks.
“CDs are wholesale, price-

*LOAN VS DEPOSIT

THE GAP between creditand
deposit growth has widened

from 1.8 percentage points in
December to 5.4 percentage

pointsas of June 15

THIS HAS led to the credit-to-
deposit ratio of banks — which s
the percentage of abank's
deposits deployed as loans —
widening to 82.5% as of June 15
fromaround 75% in mid-2025

RBI, INits Financial Stability
Report released last week, also
took note of the slowdown

sensitive money with typical
tenors of 3-12months, whereas
CASA is granular, behav-
iourally sticky retail money. In
atight-liquidity phase, CD roll-
over costs can spike quickly,”
said Yuvraj Choudhary, re-
search analyst at Anand Rathi
Institutional Equities. While
banks have largely managed to
maintain robust financial
growthand protect their net-in-
terest margins (NIM)so far, this
increased reliance on higher-
cost shorter-term funds has al-
ready started to seep in. The
impact has been limited due to
the low interest rate environ-
ment. This rate influences the
interest rates across the entire
banking system. During a low
interest rate cycle, banks are
able to offer lower rates to de-
positors, providing some
breathing space.

“On funding costs, the
pressure is visible but con-
tained. The current rate-cut
cycle works in banks’ favour.
CDsand bulk term deposits re-
price downward the fastest, so
short-term wholesale reliance
is cheapest to carry precisely
now. The risk flips when the
rate cycle turns,” said Choud-
hary. “Incrementally, some
banks have marginally in-
creased their term deposit rates
in Q1. We expect the impact of
higher share of bulk deposits to
flow into cost of funds during
2HFY27,” according to Mando-
dra. Experts also believe the
sluggish CASA growth is cycli-
cal in nature after the post-
Covid boom in liquidity due to
steps by the central bank. “We
believe this is more cyclical in
nature and linked to overall
liquidity in the system.

‘With most banks showing
little difference in asset quality,
liability franchise quality is be-
coming the key competitive
moat in Indian banking,” an
analyst atadomestic firm said.

Thus, while banks have
found shorter-term funding
solutions as CASA growth has
dried up, the over-reliance on
such temporary fixes is a
double-edged sword.

While it helps manage
liquidity and fund the booming
credit growth for now, a hike in
interest rates by the RBI or an
external crisis may hit the sec-
tor hard if CASA growth is not
rejuvenated.
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tothe

the interests of justice.

‘Waiving privilege only for
this case, McCotter said he de-
cided to dismiss the charges
after months of meetings with
defence lawyers, reviewing
hundreds of pages of sub-
missions and conducting his
own legal analysis.

“The decision to seek dis-
missal was not a close call,” he
wrote. The department cited
six overarching reasons for
droppingall charges, including
that the alleged conduct was
overwhelmingly centred in
India, Indian authorities had
investigated the allegations
and found no actionable mis-
conduct, investors suffered no
financial losses, key evidence
and witnesses were located
abroad, the defendants were
unlikely toever appear beforea
US court, and the prosecution
faced significant evidentiary
hurdles. PTI

Saturday. PHOTO: X/@FINMININDIA

Reactor in Cadarche, France, on

Auto industry defends ethanol fuel mandate

Reuters
New Delhi, July 4

INDIAN GOVERNMENT and
autoindustry officials on Satur-
day defended the mandatory
rollout of petrol blended with
20% ethanol, saying years of
testing and service data
showed no evidence of wide-
spread vehicled: despite

ruti Suzuki, Hero MotorCorp
and Toyota Kirloskar Motor
saideven older vehiclescanrun
safely on E20. Maruti Suzuki,
India’s largest carmaker, said it
had serviced more than 15 mil-
lion older cars over the past two
years that were not certified for
E20 and found no fuel-related
problems.

“Asa wehave

public concerns over lower fuel
efficiency and engine safety.
The fuel —knownasE20 —
has faced rising criticism on so-
cial media in recent days, with
motorists questioning whether
older vehicles designed for
lower ethanol blends could
suffer corrosion, wear or re-
duced performance.
Automakers including Ma-

tested E10 cars which were
prevalent before 2023 on E20
fuel for all parameters and we
have not found anything of
concern,” Rahul Bharti, Maruti
Suzuki’s senior executive of-
ficer for corporate affairs, said
atajoint press conference with
government officials.
Industry officials acknowl-
edged a minor trade-off: E20

reduces fuel efficiency by about
3-3.5% because of its lower
energy content.

However, they said the
fuel’s higher octane rating can
help carmakers design future
engines with higher com-
pression ratios, which could
improve performance, torque,
drivability and even fuel effi-
ciency. Officials also rejected
viral claims that E20 had
caused engine failures, saying
atleast one widely shared case
was linked to contaminated
fuel rather than standard E20.

They added that E20 is the
highest ethanol blend currently
tested for regular petrol
vehicles and said any move
to higher blends would need
fresh trials

Skyroot co-founder: India’s
aerospace industry is taking a
private turn with ISRO’s help

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, July 4

INDIA'S AEROSPACE industry
is “very encouraging” to private
players, with ISRO and private
companies developing a rela-
tionship which is similar to
NASA and SpaceX in the US,
Skyroot Aerospace co-founder
Pawan Kumar Chandana told
The Indian Express.

On June 2, Skyroot an-
nounced they will launch an or-
bital class rocket, Vikram-1, into
space within a window of July
12to August 4.

Skyroot is a private space
launch company. In 2022, Sky-
root launched India’s first pri-
vatesatellite - Vikram-S - from
ISRO’s facilities.

Vikram-1is designed to de-
ploy small satellites of up to
350-kg to low Earth orbit. Built
with an all-carbon composite
structure and powered by solid
and liquid propulsion systems
— including 3D printed en-
gines - developed by Skyroot,
Vikramis going tobe asuccess-
ful flight, its makers say.

“At Skyroot, we already
launched Vikram-S from
ISRO’s launch pad. That was a
suborbital launch. Now we are
getting ready for India’s first
private orbital launch. It is the
first test flight. There is also an
expression of interest released
with regard to the Small Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (SSLV),
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) and Launch Vehicle
Mark-3(LVM-3) by the govern-
mentof India.

So that private companies
can take ISRO’s vehicles and
operate them. We will see more
and more of this kind of collab-
oration in India,” Chandana
said. India’s space economy is
expected to grow from around
$8.4 billion now to $44 billion
by 2033.

Indigenous launch capabil-
ity will be a critical enabler of
this growth, unlocking oppor-
tunities for India’s rapidly ex-
panding private space eco-
system, Skyroot believes.

Vikram-1’s test flight is im-

Skyroot launched India’s first
Vi

private satellite,, Vikram-S,
fromISRO's facilities in 2022..
PHOTO: X/@PAWANKCHANDANA

portant because the ability to
reach orbit reliably and fre-
quently is astrategic capability
that only a handful of nations
have. Today, access tospace re-
mainsa major bottleneck, with
satellite operators often waiting
months or even years for a
launch opportunity.

“ISRO has been amazingly
supportive. Their support has
been excellent. What more they
candois thatin whatever ISRO
isdoing, in their missions of na-
tional importance, they can
have private startups as devel-
oopment partners. We could co-
build some of the systems
which ISRO would use —
whether it be the space stations,
newsatellites they are develop-
ing or new rockets they are de-
veloping. We would like tobe a
more integral part of ISRO’s de-
velopments making the eco-
system more sustainable, so
that the startups would have
revenue opportunities and
ISRO would benefit from the
startups’ feed and energy,”
Chandana said.

The first flight would cap-
ture the real in-flight perform-
ance data fromevery systemon
Vikram-1. This will help the
makers understand how the ve-

hicle performs from lift-off
through every phase of ascent.
“This data cannot be fully
replicatedlh:ough ground test-
ing,” Chandana said.
Headded, “Itisthe first time
inIndia thata private company
has designed and developed a
rocket meant to launch asatel-
lite to space. This was enabled
by the recent set of reforms by
the government of Indiawhich
opened up the sector to private
players. We are completely de-
signed, developed and manu-
factured rocket is going to take
off from Indian soil. The rocket
will have the capability to
launch satellites to orbit. And
in the entire world there are
only afew companies with this
capability. So it is a venture
‘with a lot of business potential
and also strategic importance
for the country because we
have the capability to launch
more of our satellites tospace”.
Skyroot sees potential in the
market because, “globally only
two players who are regularly
launching to space — one is
SpaceX and another is Rocket
Lab”. “There are two or three
other companies that have
started their launches just like
us but almost all of them are
fromthe US. There are acouple
of companies from China as
well but access to the market is
domestic forthem. This will in-
spire other startups to come.
Take the example of SpaceX,
which has inspired others to
come into the field. Similarly,
‘we will also inspire others to
venture into the field with
unique solutions and differ-
entiators,” Chandana said.
Thelaunchis called Mission
‘Aagaman, meaning “the arri-
val” and it marks Skyroot’s sec-
ond mission following the suc-
cessful suborbital flight of
Vikram-S, the first private
rocket to reach space from In-
dian soil, Chandana said.
Vikram-1 will be a partially
commercial flight, with the
company planning to com-
mence full commercial flights
after one or two successful
demonstrations to orbit.
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India-Israel bilateral investment
agreement comes into effect

Press Trust of India
NewDeIht July4

THE INDIA-Israel Bilateral In-
vestment Agreement (BIA),
which will ensure a secure and
predictable investment climate
between the two countries,
came into force from Saturday,
the finance ministry said.

‘The pact, which will provide
protection to the two-way in-
vestments, is expected to con-
tribute to increased cross-
border investment activity.

The two countriesinked the
treaty on September 8 last year.

Under the pact, India has
cutdown thelocal remedies ex-
haustion period for Israeli in-
vestors to three years.

Local remedies exhaustion
‘means that investors must first
try to resolve their disputes
using the legal system of the
host country before they can
take the matter tointernational
arbitration. Normally, India
keeps a five-year period for this.

The India-Israel BIA also in-
cludes portfolio investments in
a deviation from such treaties
inthe past.

Israel is the first OECD (Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development)
member with which India has
inked this agreement.

The agreement is expected
to pave the way for increased bi-
lateral investments between
the two countries. During April
2000and March 2026, Indiare-
ceived $371.35 million foreign
direct investment (FDI)
from Israel.

The implementation of the
pactisimportantas both coun-
tries are also negotiating a free
trade pact. The negotiations for
the trade pact are going slow
due to the West Asia crisis.
India is also negotiating bilat-
eral investment treaties with
other countries, including
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman,
Switzerland, Russia, Australia
and the European Union.

These investment treaties
help in protecting and pro-
moting investments in each
other's countries. The govern-
ment has earlier announced
revamping the current model
of BITs to make it more inves-
tor-friendly and attract for-
eign players.

Commenting on the pact,
think tank GTRI said the 2015
model text treaty has excluded
portfolio investments, while
the Israel agreement covers
shares, stocks and other
equity holdings, as well as
qualifying bonds, loans and
other corporate debt.

“This could widen India's
exposure to investor-state dis-
putes beyond traditional for-
eign direct investment to cer-
tain financial investments,”
GTRIFounder Ajay Srivastava
said. He said the Israel pact
allows investors to seek inter-
national arbitration after pur-
suing domestic legal re-
medies.

© FOUNDER USED AN Al COACH TO DEVELOP PITCH TO INVESTORS

For one small business, Al was key to a quick start and expansion

Reuters
Washington, July 4

Here Now Health isn’t an Al-
based company, but its quick
pathfromanideain founder Mi-
chelle Turner’smind toan oper-
atingmental health platform for
foster children relied deeply on
the technology now restructur-
ingthe US economy.

‘Working from her Virginia
Beachhome, sheused Altoolsto
school herselfinstartup culture,
create a business plan and fine-
tune a presentation for early-
stage investors.

Funding began to flow, and
the company, launched inJJanu-
ary 2025, now has 16 employees
and s certified in three states to
provide Medicaid-funded men-
tal health counseling for

children entering the foster sys-
tem, agap in care she identified
through her own experience as
afoster parent.

“A mom of six kids who’s a
first-time founder, who's asole
female founder, should not be
able to raise (venture capital). I
don’thave an MBA.Idon’t have
these things to back me up,”
Turner said.

Developing her funding
pitchwith Alguidance was “like
going to a master’s level class
every day from the robot. It was
my startup advisor.”

The rapid emergence and
spread of AThasbecome adefin-
ing feature of the US economy,
of prime interest to Federal Re-
serve officials trying to under-
stand its potential to reshape
productivity, growth, inflation

and labor demand. Among a
broad review of the Fed
launched by new Chairman
Kevin Warsh, one panel will look
solely at Al and its implications
for productivity, a force that can
allow the economy to grow
faster with less inflation, but
also means fewer workers
are needed to create the same
output.

Some Fed officials have al-
ready raised the possibility of an
Al economy with structurally
higher unemployment; other
analysts have noted the steady
dip in labor’s share of national
income and questioned if
steadily higher returnstocapital
are also part of the Al future, a
‘who-wins issue with social and
political implications.

Much like when then-exotic

ARTIFIC

CIAL INTELLIGENCE

Here Now Health was launched in January 2025 and now employs

16 people. ReuTers

new brands such as Yahoo! and
America Online fought to con-
nect everyone to the internet,
different AI models are now
competing forattentionand dol-
lars—but with offerings that can

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

perform complex tasks, solve
problems, or write computer
code, not just shop and search
the Web.

Investmentind

some cases driving up power
and labor costs. Scenarios
around Al range from visions of
plenty to mass unemployment,
with banks, government
agencies, the military and more
looking to exploit the new tools
but also protect from them.
“Markets are confronted
with dramatically different com-
peting narratives,” Jean Boivin,
head of the BlackRock Invest-
‘mentInstitute, said inaseminar
with journalists on Tuesday.

throughs...Growth that mightbe
breaking out of a 2% world.”
Somewhere in the middle
sits Turner’s journey from non-
profit manager to chief execu-
tive of a growing company, a

vices but doit faster, cheaper.”
Public debate remains fo-
cused on Al'sjob-disrupting ca-
pacity, with rounds of tech in-
dustrylayoffsattributed toitand
evidenceitisletting firmsreduce

storyJohnBailey,a nt
senior fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute and adviser
toone of the firms that invested
in Here Now Health, says is be-
coming more common. For
smallentrepreneurs “thingsthat
used to take too much time or

“Weare framingthisasscar-  costtoo much —the pricetoac-
city’ oundance...Scarcity  ce: ozero,”said
isthestory ofthe moment” with B;uley who helped Turner from

the Alinvestment boomdriving
up some costs and driving de-
mand for capital, but, “we are
also talking about abundance...
about Althatcan

driving overall growth and in

lead to significant break-

the outset develop the Al tools
sherelied on. “Itis empowering

back-officeand clerical employ-
ment. Bailey said he’s become
more convinced the Aleconomy
‘won'tkilljobssomuchaschange
and rearrange them, much as
happened with earlier techno-
logical leaps.

Heisn’t alone in seeing up-
side. Torsten Slok, chief econ-
omistatinvestment firm Apollo
Global Management, attributes
arecent upturn in already-high
new business formations to Al,

ent and
hire people. These are not Al
companies. They are traditional
companies tryingto deliver ser-

‘whichis“c reducing
the cost and complexity of
launching a company. As these
firmsscale, they will createjol
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Decisionto MOSCOW CLAIMS ITS FORCES HAVE CAPTURED TRANSPORT AND INDUSTRIAL HUB KOSTIANTYNIVKA *BRIEFLY

resignintensely l - d h' b BELGIUM -
e, UKrainian drones hic St Petersburg oy thatwon tariffelif

UKPM Starmer

Press Trust of India
London, July4

KEIR STARMER has spoken of
his decision to resign as Labour
Party leader and British Prime
Minister as an “intensely per-
sonal” one, which he took with
hiswife and children ata family
‘weekend away. In his first inter-
view since his Downing Street
statement that fired the starting
gun for aleadership election,
Starmer told the BBC on Friday
eveningthat he would complete
hiscurrenttermasacentral Lon-
don member of Parliament.

But, while on the back-
benches of Parliament, the 63-
year-old politician plans on
"keeping his mouth shut" to
allow his successor “widely ex-
pected to be former Greater
Manchester Mayor Andy Burn-
ham to get on with the job.

“I grappled with what was
the best thing to do for me, for
the country, for the govern-
ment,”said Starmer. “Intheend
itbecame an intensely personal
decision. And that'swhyitwasa
decision taken ultimately when
(my wife) Vic and I were away
with the kids,” he said. On June
22, when he announced his res-
ignation on the steps of 10
Downing Street, the Starmer
family wasin Buckinghamshire.

oil terminal in latest strike on Russia

Associated Press
July4

A UKRAINIAN drone attack
struck an oil terminal in St. Pe-
tersburg on Saturday, Russian
officials said, as Kyiv presses on
with bombardment of Russia’s
oilinfrastructure.

Almost daily long-range at-
tacks on Russian oil facilities
have created a fuel crisis and
heaped political pressure on
the Kremlin as its all-out in-
vasion of Ukrainestretches into
itsfifth year.

Gov. Alexander Beglov said
the city’s Kirovsky district on
the Baltic Sea was hit. He also
said that air defenses shot
down 72 Ukrainian drones
across Russia’s second-largest
city and the surrounding re-
gion.

Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy described
the attack as part of Ukraine’s
“long-range sanctions” against
Russia. He said that Ukrainian
forces also hit a military target
on the island of Kronstadt, just
off the coast of St. Petersburg.

“The Ukrainian defence
forces hit the port oil infrastruc-
ture, which earns money for
theRussian war, and there were

f far-right

Peopletake parti against
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, in Erfurt on Saturday. reurers

Thousands protestin
Germany as far-right
AfD sets sights on power

Reuters
Erfurt, July4

THOUSANDS PROTESTED
against Germany's far-right
AfDandblocked roadstoitsan-
nual conference in the eastern
city of Erfurt on Saturday,
‘where the party re-elected the
twoleaders who have overseen
its rise as a national force.

Protesters from unions,
civil society groups and left-
‘wing parties gathered as large
numbers of police, including
reinforcements from across
Germany, were deployed
ahead of the AfD's two-day
conference.

‘Watched by police in riot
gear, protesters sat in rows to
block highways and roads lead-
ing to the convention centre
‘wherethe meetingisbeing held.
Police estimated around 15,000
peoplejoined demonstrationsin
and around the eastern city.

The AfD launched the event
by re-electing party chiefs Alice
‘Weidel and Tino Chrupalla,
underwhoseleadership the AfD
hassurged tothe top of national
opinion polls ahead of Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz's conser-

vatives. The opening speeches
mocked and lambasted the
Pprotesters as anti-democratic.
They revelled in the AfD's rise
that could see the party taking
power in regional elections this
year for the first time, while
painting their mainstream ri-
vals as tired, out of touch and
leading Germany into decline.

“For this remains our last
chance to save our country,"
Weidel said. "More and more
people in this country want to
support us in the fight against
Germany’s decline, in the fight
for our fatherland and for our
identity.” Underscoring the
party's hard line on immigra-
tion, a song called "Send them
back" played on the AfD's social
media stream minutes before
the convention opened. Inside
the convention centre, vintage-

hail i he visit

Russian President Vladimir P

grouping at an unidentified location on Friday. reuters

also hitson Kronstadt —anim-
portant military target,” he said
inaposton Telegram.

St. Petersburg’s Kirovsky
district was previously hit in
June, ahead of Russia’s flagship
St Petersburg International
Economic Forum.

The Crimean peninsula,

Reuters
Dubai, July 4

Tens of thousands of Iranians
thronged a vast outdoor prayer
complexin Tehran on Saturday
to view the coffin of Ayatollah
AliKhamenei, who ruled theIs-
lamic Republic for 37 years be-
fore being killed at the start of
the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran.
Dressed inblackand draped
inthered, whiteand green flags
of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
mourners held up posters and
A4 Rprinted sheets with pic-
tures of Khamenei and his son
and successor as supreme
leader, Mojtaba Khamenei.
Iran is staging mass funeral
processions for Khamenei, who
was killed in February by the
opening airstrikes of the war
launched by the U.S. and Israel,
in a show of public devotion to
thelslamic Republic'stheocratic
state and revolutionary zeal.
After a day of Khamenei
lyingin state indoors for senior
Iranian leaders and foreign of-
ficials to visit, his coffin, and

which Russia annexed in 2014,
has suffered particularly from
heavy strikes, causing local
authorities tosuspend gasoline
sales to civilians. A Ukrainian
attack on Saturday killed one
person and injured two more,
including a 10-year-old child,
the Moscow-installed Gov. Ser-

post of force

gei Aksyonov said.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has shrugged off
Ukraine’s strikes on Russia’s
energy facilities as “not criti-
cal,” and insisted the war will
continue until his goals are
met. He has described the at-
tacks on Russian energy as an

Iranian religious leaders walk past the coffin of the late Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khameneiin Tehran on Saturday. ap

those of several family
memberskilled in the same air-
strike, were brought to an out-
door stage for the general pub-
lic to view from a distance,
television footage showed.
Mourners filed into the vast
courtyard of the Imam Kho-
meini Grand Mosalla, beating
their chests, wailing and wav-

ing the banners of the Islamic
Republic and historic Shi'ite
Muslim  martyrs. Women
dressed in black chadors wore
white visors or held umbrellas
to shield from the hot mid-
morningsun.

"Letus wail!" acompere en-
couraged the crowds througha
loudspeaker. "Everybody chant

President Trump hails US, denounces
Communism during 250th celebration

Steve Holland
Keystone, July4

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
called on Americans to protect
the freedoms the nation's
founders envisioned 250 years
ago against what he has por-
trayed as the "communist"
threat posed by progressive
Democrats, speaking on the eve

tylecards ithslo-

of Inc Day at Mount

gans such as “YOU will be de-
ported”. Bjoern Hoecke, seen as
one of the party's most radical
and controversial leaders, of-
fered a mix of nostalgia and in-
vective, even pointing to the
state of Germany's motorway
toiletsas an example of national
malaise.

Rushmore.

“We stand beneath the
monument of these heroes, a
true group of unbelievable
people, and we rededicate our-
selves to being a nation as big,
bold, noble, and asgreatasthese
American giants, and that's not

| easytodo, butwe're goingtodo

President Donald Trump speaks
atMount Rushmore National
Memorial on Friday. ap

it,” Trump said at the granite
mountain in South Dakota
where the heads of four Ameri-
can presidents are carved.
“There is now a resurgence
of thecommunist menace inour
land, including from new-

comers to our country who em-
brace ideas totally opposed to
ourway oflifeand our great suc-
cess," he said. Trump has been
makingsuch pointsabout gains
by democratic socialists for a
weeknow, buthe made his most
pointed and prolonged argu-
ment on that theme on Friday,
coming as Americans grapple
with persistent inflation and
high gas pricessince the start of
the US-Israeli war on Iran.
Increasingly uneasy that the
conflict could cost the party con-
trol of at least one chamber of
Congress in midterm elections,
Republican lawmakers have
seized on a recent string of suc-
cesses by left-wing Democratic
candidates. REUTERS

effort by Ukraine to distract at-
tention from its losses on the
battlefield, although analysts
say the advance of Russian
forces has been stymied in re-
cent months.

On Friday, Putin visited the
Russian military headquarters
directing the war in Ukraine
and received a report on the
capture of the city of Kostyan-
tynivka, after weeks of intense
street battles. He hailed itas a
key step toward capturing the
nearby cities of Sloviansk and
Kramatorsk, the key remaining
strongholds in the so-called
“forest belt” of heavily fortified
citiesin the Donetsk region that
remain in Ukraine’s hands.

The capture of Kostyanty-
nivka, a big transport and in-
dustrial hub, is of “major stra-
tegic importance,” Putin, clad
inmilitary fatigues, said in tele-
vised comments.

In a briefing Saturday, Col.
Gen. Sergei Rudskoy, the first
deputy chiefof the General Staff
of the Russian armed forces,
said that Ukrainian troops had
been pushed back several kilo-
meters (miles) and that fighting
was taking place on the out-
skirts of the nearby town of
Oleksiievo-Druzhkivka.

% [ranians ﬂ_ock to Khamenei’s funeral

|

oppressed, everyone say Hus-
sein," he said, invoking Shi'ite
traditions of sacrifice, includ-
ingthat of the Prophet Moham-
mad's grandson Hussein. On
cue, the crowds wailed and
chanted.

The Israeli strike that killed
Khamenei also killed his
daughter, grandchild,
daughter-in-law and son-in-
law, according to Iranian state
media. Their five coffins, all
draped in Iranian flags and
placed onaraised platform, in-
cluded a tiny one for the 14-
month-old granddaughter.

Iran's military and security
institutions vowed revenge for
Khamenei's death, and chants
of "Death to America" echoed
through the Mosalla, state
broadcaster Seda va Sima said.

The funeral is taking place
at a critical moment for Iran,

gifted Trump an encrusted ring

DOZENS OF diamonds spell out two
giantletter T’s next to the Stars and
Stripesand “1776” and “2026.”
Dozens more frame the numbers 45
and 47 in the shape of Superman’s
logo. A diamond-winged eagle
carriesaruby shield and clutches
anolive branch of emeralds, below
aradiant “250” and atop the phrase

“250 YEARS USA” etched in 18-

Theringis ds{signed by

karat gold. All told, 321 diamonds,
5 ires, 13 1

dsand six

David Gotlib. reurees

rubies encrust the watch-sized gold

ring presented this week to Bill
White, the US ambassador to Belgium, to give to U.S. Presi-
dentDonald Trump. “A very special thank you to my
friends from Antwerp for the magnificent Freedom 250
ring,” Trump said in a prerecorded video message during
anevent marking America’s 250th birthday in Brussels. AP

SLOVAKIA

Referendumto
decidelifelong
salary for PM

SLOVAKS WILL cast the bal-
loton Saturday inareferen-
dumtodecide whether to
cancel lifelong payments for
populist Prime Minister Ro-
bertFicoand otherleaders
after their termsin office ex-
pire.They will also vote on
whether to reopen the office

MALI

Govtreports
attacks targeting
northerntowns

THE MALIAN army said Sat-
urday that several northern
towns, including Gaoand
Sévaré, were targeted by re-
bels. The statement came as
arebel groupannounceda
new offensive to capturea
northern town. Mohamed
Elmaouloud Ramadane, a

oftl ial and forthe

the National Criminal Azawad Liberation Front
Agency, which both dealt (FLA), said inaFacebook
with major crime and post that the town of Anefis
corruption. Thereferendum  wasbeingtargeted by the
follows a petition organised separatists. There were no
bythe D a -par- il iate reports of casu-
It ypro-Westernop-  alties. Mali i
position party, and was faced insurgencies by mili-
signed by more than tants affiliated with al-Qaida
3,50,000 citizensinthe na- and theIslamic State group,

tion of 5.4 million, the
threshold required by law. AP

aswell asaseparatistrebel-
lioninthenorth. AP

China defies global
pressure, deploys
patrol near Taiwan

Lewis Jackson
&Ben Blanchard
Beijing, Taipei, July 4

China said on Saturday it had
launched anew coast guard pa-
trol east of Taiwan, drawing a

‘here the clerical rt
by the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) are buoyed
from surviving what they saw
as an existential war against
their most powerful foes.

Brazil: Lulaand
Flavio Bolsonaro
clashover US
tariff proposal

Rio De Janeiro: Brazil’s Presi-
dent Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva
and hisrival Sen. Flavio Bolson-
aroclashed over U.S. tariffs this
week, as both sought to dis-
courage the Trump administra-
tion from following through
with its proposal of applying
taxes of 25% on Brazilian prod-
ucts despite an extensive U.S.
trade surplus. The two top can-
didates for October’s presiden-
tial election traded barbs over
theirresponses, suggesting that
they believe how they are per-
ceived as handling the deeply
unpopular U.S. tariffs will be a
key factor in the vote. AP

sharp from Taipei
afteratask force last month off
theisland's coast caused alarm
insome Western capitals.

China's military operatesal-
most daily around Taiwan,
which Beijing views as its own
territory. But China has begun
usingits coast guard to enforce
itsterritorial claims in what Tai-
wan calls "lawfare" to claim a
legal basis for Chinese actions.

The fleet will conduct "law
enforcement patrols” in the
area, China's Coast Guard said
inastatement, addingitwould
strengthensuch patrolsin what
it called China's jurisdictional
waters.

The coast guard will "firmly
safeguard China's territorial
sovereignty and maritime
rights and interests", it
added.The fleet will conduct
"law enforcement patrols” in
the area, China's Coast Guard
said in a statement, adding it
would strengthen such patrols
in what it called China's juris-
dictional waters.

The coast guard will "firmly
safeguard China's territorial
sovereignty and maritime
rightsand interests", itadded.

‘Taiwan’s government con-

Military promotes
2newgenerals
afteranti-graft
purgethinsranks

Beijing: China’s military pro-
moted two officers to the rank
of general in what may bea pre-
cursor toareorganization at the
top following the removal of
several of its leaders in a long-
running anti-corruptiondrive.

The shake-up is believed to
bein partan effort to ensure the
military’s loyalty to China’s rul-
ing Communist Party and its
leader, XiJinping. Xi, whoisalso
head of the military, presented
orders promoting Zhang Shu-
guangand air forcecommander
‘Wang Gang to generals at a cer-
emony Friday. Zhang was also
named the head of the division
investigating corruption at the
Central Military Commission,
the military’stopbody. The pro-
motions could put them in line
to fill vacancies on the seven-
member commission, which
has been effectively reduced to
twobythe corruption probes. AP

demned the new patrol, saying
it was an “illegal expansion of
power in violation of interna-
tional law and a disruption of
regional stability”. ~ REUTERS

o THE FINDINGS INCLUDE 11 ROCK-CUT TOMBS, WITH AN AVERAGE DEPTH OF 8 METRES, AND SEVEN SURFACE LIMESTONE-BUILT TOMBS

Well preserved: Egypt uncovers lost Byzantine-era city in the western desert

Samy Magdy
Cairo, July4

A WELL-PRESERVED Byzan-
tine-era residential city in the
western desert is one of two
major archaeological finds an-
nounced by Egypt on Saturday.

Therecentdiscoveriesat the
Dakhla Oasis and at the Marina
el-Alamein archaeological site,
near Alexandria, are the latest
findings which the Egyptian
government hopes will boost
the country’s vital tourism sec-
tor, partially driven by an-
tiquities sightseeing.

Along with the strategic
Suez Canal, tourism is a major
source of foreign currency in
the cash-strapped country.

The Tourism and An-
tiquities Ministry said that the
firstdiscovery reveals details of
daily life, urban development
and economic activities in the
Dakhla Oasis in the fourth cen-
tury, when Egypt was part of
the Byzantine empire.

The unearthed quarters in-
cluded north-south thorough-

the outskirts, said Mahmoud
Massoud, who chairs the ar-
chaeological mission.
Theoasis, located in Egypt’s
western province of New Valley
in the western desert, is on
UNESCO’s Tentative List, astep
away from being added to the
agency’s World Heritage List.
Aheavily fortified structure

fares intersected by
streets, forming open squares
and public spaces, said Hisham
el-Leithy, secretary general of
the supreme council of an-
tiquities. A basilicachurch, dat-
ingbackto the mid-fourth cen-
tury, stands at the settlement’s
head, overlooking its main
streets, along with remains of
two watchtowers to safeguard

with thick nsive walls, and
many houses consisting of re-
ception halls and vaulted roofs
were found in the area, Mas-
soud said. Among them were
the house of Tisous, identified
as a church deacon and dating
tothe second half of the fourth
century, which archaeologist:

Itis located in Egypt’s western province of New Valley
Free Telegram Channel https://t.me/+2RvD_RGfmljMzgl

of the city’s basilica.
Arct i also un-

believe served as a house
church before the construction

covered bread ovens, kitchens
and stone grinding tools that

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

had been apparently used to
produce food. Also found were
well-preserved bronze coins
bearing portraits of Byzantine

emperors, Latin inscriptions
and Christian symbols, along-
side a group of gold coins dat-
ing to the reign of Roman em-
peror Constantius I, who ruled
between 337 and 361, the min-
istry statement said.

Diaa Zahran, head of the Is-
lamic, Coptic and Jewish An-
tiquities department, said they
found a collection of about 200
pottery fragments which would
have been used as writing ma-
terial. The fragments, known as
octraca, haveinscriptions detail-
ing commercial transactions,
correspondence and other de-
tails of daily life, Zahran said.

Separately, archaeologists
have found 18 ancient tombs in
the Marina el-Alamein archae-

ological site, which is around
100 kilometers (62 miles) west
of the Mediterranean city of
Alexandria.

The findings included 11
rock-cuttombs, with an average
depth of 8 meters, and seven
surface limestone-built tombs,
the ministry said. That has
brought the total tombs found
in the site to 48, ministry said.

In the site, archaeologists
found pottery vessels, ampho-
rae, lamps, plates, altars and
limestone basins, it said.

Mission chief Eman Abdel-
Khaliq said they found a 2.5-
meter-long granite sarcopha-
gus, with skeleton remains that
were currently being studied.
Close to the sarcophagus, they

found the remains of a plaster
sphinx statue, she said
Abdel-Khaliqg said they also
found 4 gold pieces placed in-
side the mouths of some of the
deceased — known as “the
golden tongue,” which had
been apractice associated with
funerary beliefs of that era.
Marina el-Alamein is an ar-
chaeologicalsite closetothe city
of Alamein in Egypt’s Northern

t.

Unearthed in1986, archaeol-
ogists believe that the site was
the ancient Greco-Roman port
city of Leukaspis on the Mediter-
ranean, which was built in the
second denture and thrived
until the fourth century, the
ministry said. AP
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JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.

Some have been thought brave because they were afraidto ____.
-Thomas Fuller (34)
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PROGLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PER
See Section 82 CrPC
Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Prabl got Sirlgh S/o Sh. Guman Singh R/o
B-16, KH No. 28/22, Gali No. 06, Himgiri Enclave,
Nilothi West Nangloi, New Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have com d) the offence in case
registered vide FIR No. 239’2023 UJS 279/3381PC,PS
Tilak Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned o a
warrant of arrest their upon issued that the said
accused Prabhjot Singh can not be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
said Prabhjot Singh has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Prabhjot Singh of FIR No. 239/2023 U/S 279[333 IPC,
PS Tilak Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before thls
court (or before me) to answer the complaint on or
before the day of 06.08.2026 By Order,
Sh. Vikas Madaan
Judicial Magistrate First Class-07(West)
2nd Floor, Room No. 289

OP/9155/WD/2026(Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courls, Delhi

Laxest, 2 Walked out, 3 Armer, 4 Deafening, 5 Blows, 6 Chivalric, 7 Spire, 8 Ponder, 14 Shellsuit, 16 Soho guide, 17 Nephrites, 20
Curfew, 21 Penned, 23 Tutsi, 24 Price, 25 Tie up
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE
OF ACCUSED PERSON

e Section 82 Cr. P.C.
Whereas oompialnt has been made before me that accused
person(s) Manish @ Mannu, S/o: Gyan Chand Rfo: 18/38
Old Govind Pura, Delhi PS Jagat Puri, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No.
509/24, Uls: 304(2) 317 (2) PS: Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused person(s) Manish @ Mannu cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused person(s) Manish @ Mannu has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) Manish @ Mannu of FIR No. 509/24,
Uis: 304(2) 317 (2) PS: Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi is required
to appearbefore this Court to answer the said complaint on or

before 18.08.2026. By Order
Amardeep Kaur

determined to change your mind or sway your opinions.
This Week: Explore travel and education in the year ahead.

togetmarried.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): You can get a tremen-
dous amount done today with whatever task you choose
because you have energy and perseverance. You won't
stop until you finish what you want to achieve. This Week:
Financial or practical benefits from others.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Thisis a powerful day for
those in sports because you have energy and
perseverance. Some of you might even be motivated

by money. This Week: The next 12 months are a great time

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): This is a marvelous day to
chatand enjoy the company of others. However, it's alsoa
great day to make improvements athome or perhaps to

help afamily member in a way thatis meaningful. Do what
you can. This Week: You canimprove your job or geta
better job this year and next.
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Additi Chief Judicial
(North)/ Rohini Court, Delhi

(Court Matter)
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

See Section 82 Cr, P.C. | 84 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person
Deepak @ Mossam @ Lucky S/o Raman Singh Rio H. No. A-
1/748, JJ Colony Madanpur Khadar, Kalindi Kunj, New Delhi has
Committed (or is suspected to have committed) the affence in case
FIR No. 611/2021 Uls 356/379/411 IPC, P.5. Okhla Industrial
Area, Delhi and it has been retumed to a warrant of arest
thereupon issued that the said accused Deepak @ Mossam @
Lucky cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Deepak @ Mossam @ Lucky
has abscanded (or is cancealing himself to avoid the service of the
saidwarrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Deepak
Mossam @ Lucky of case FIR No. 611/2021 U/s 356/379/411 IPC,
P.S. Okhla Industrial Area, Delhi is required to appear befora this
Court to answer the said complainton or before 07.08.2026.
By Order
Ms, Akansha Gautam
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02
South East, Room No. 513
Saket Court Complex, Del

DP/9074/SE2026 (Court Matter]

ROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Mohit @ Sitta S/o Daya Nand R/o H. No. 139, Village
Bakkarwala, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence case FIR No. 202/23 dated 02/08/23
u/s 25 Arms Act & 174A1PC at PS Special Cell, New Delhi and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Mohit @ Sitta cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Mohit @
Sitta has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 Cr.P.C./84
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has been initiated in the
case. Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mohit @
Sitta accused of FIR No. 202/23 dated 02/08/23 u/s 25 Arms
Act & 174A IPC at PS Special Cell, New Delhi is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on
10.08.2026. By Order: Sh, Mridul Gupta,

Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Court No.26, G.F., Annexe Building,
Patiala House Court, New Delhi

DP/9113/Spl. Celli2026

.. BENGALURU SOUTH CITY CORPORATION

m Office of the Executive Engineer, BTM Layout Division,

sy, GBA Commercial Complex, 2nd Fioar, Laskar Hosur Road,
s Adugodi, Beagaluny-30

o

1 EARS(NALD0) SR/ 05/2026-27

Corrigendum
Sub: Extension of date of tender works schedule The tender
nofification No. EE/BTM/KPPP/05/2026-27 dated 11.06.2026
published from this office, the date of tender works schedule have been
extended as below due to some fechnical problems. 1). The last date
for submission of tender dated 25.06.2026 upto 4.00 PM has now
extended to 13.07.2026 upto 4.00 P M. 2). Pre bid meeting will be held
on Di: 08-07-2026 at 15:00 hours in the office of The Chief Engineer
Bommanhalli South Zone-2, Bengaluru South City Corporation, Begur
Main Road, Bengaluru-560068. 3). The date of opening of tender :
20.06.2026 at 11.30 AM has now extended to 14.07.2026 at 4.30
PM. Therewere no other changes in the original tender

Dcd 1 04.07.2026

Executive Engineer, BTM Division, BSCC

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C
Whereas complaint has been made before me thataccused
person Imran Beg S/o Islam Beg R/o 112, Samana Hapur,
Dhaulana, Ghaziabad (U.P.) has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence CC No. 1598/24
u/s 138 NI Act at P.S. Paharganj, New Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said Imran Beg cannot be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said Imran Beg has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proceeding w/s 82 CrP.C has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the
said Imran Beg accused of CC No. 1598/24 ufs 138 NI Act
at P.S. Paharganj, New Delhi is required to appear before

this Court to answer the said complaint on 20.08.2026.
By Order: Sh. Arjun Kirar,
Judicial Magistrate First Class-05 (NI Act)
Court No, 02, CBA-I,

DP/8993/CD/2026 Tis Hazari Court, Delhi

OB5304, SOB05305
PWD2627WSOB05306, PWD2627WLOBOS309
PWD2627WSOB05572, PWD2627WSOB0S573
PWD26: 5574, PWD26: 5575
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#.  OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER
MEGALIFT, BHUBANFbWAR

AL
-TENDER NOTICE
QPEN TENDER NOTICE NO. MC-
ARALAUNDRY-26-27.
The Divisional Railway Manager, E.C
Raitway, Danapur is nviing online open
tender (on IREPS Portal) for and on behalf
of the President of India from reputed
contractor with experience, financial
capability including those registered!
working wih Railwayimigaticn/CPWDINES
or any other public sector undertaking for
undarmentionadworks -
1. Name of work with tslocation : Setting up
of Mechanized Departmental Laundry of
Capacity 013 Ton Per shit af Ara Depot 2
Approx cost of the work : 74,23,18.452.53/-
(Four crove: twenty three lakh sightsen
thousand four hundred fity two-and paisa
fity three only). 3. Eamest Money to be
depasited : 284640000 (Rs. Eight lakn
forty six thousand four hundred Only). 4
Date & Time for submission of tender and
opening of tender - Date & Time for
submission of fender- 27 07 2026 up o 12:00
s on wwwireps govin. Date & Time of
apening of tender- 27.07 2026 al 12.30 s
on winwireps govin 5. Website pariculars
& Natice: Board lncaton where complele
details of tender, comgandum (f any) can
be seen eto. : The tender notice is available:
onwebsie W ireps govin

Divisional Raitway Manager (Mech.)/

ECR/Danapur

PRIDS08/DNR/Mech.[T/26-27/44

o

OFFIBEUFIHENFERIMEIDINGBIGINEB!
uP lnl ulam tum;nm

Erma\I—seumamhsc\rc\e@gmall.cam

Letter No. 944, F-03/123
Dated: 03.07.2026
E-Tender Notice

Online percentage rate e-tender in
Two Bid system under S.B.M.(U)-
2.0 Programme are hereby Invited on
behalf of the Chairman, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban) for Investigation and
survey (on GIS basis) of the project
area Including soll investigation,
Engineering Design (hydraulic and

of alllabour & material T&P etc. and
construction of various components

(WSP) For Nagar Panchyat Badagaon
Distt. Jhansi”, U.P., India on Turnkey
Basis., from eligible, reputed and
experienced bidder, E-bid documents
will be avallable for download from
10.07.2026 by 17:00 Hrs. E- bids can
be submitted till 03.08.2026 up to
17:00 Hrs. and technical bid shall be

opened on 03.08.2026 at 17:30 Hrs.
in Office of The Superintending
Engineer, EnnstmcﬂnnCn le, U.P. Jal

contractor or their authorized
ive, E-tender Cost is

FFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

Construction Circle,

U.P. JAL NIGAM (urBAN)

1ansi
E-mail-seurbanjhscircle@gmail.com

Rs 10000.00 + GST @ 18% for
tender. Details are available on
U.P.Govt. e-procurement portal
http://etenderup.nic.in & U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban) website
www.jn.upsdc.gov.in.

Letter No. 943/F-03/122
Dated: 03.07.2026
E-Tender Notice

Qnline percantage rate e-tender in
wo Bid system under S.B.M.(U)-
2.0 Programme are hereby invited on
behalf of the Chairman, U.P. Jal
Nigam (Urban) for Investigation and
survey (on GIS basis) of the project
area including soil investigation,
Design (hydraulic and

Plot Noi-A-2, It Flor, Bhoi Nagar,
e, 0, 99 S0 996307,

Qe 0% < /%, g ot i
E-mail- :tmlp\\rod( gmail.com, Phone Na 9[ 067H‘67Z‘2 Fax \0 ‘114)674»2%72‘8

structural) as required, Procurement
ofalllabour & material, T&P etc. and
construction of various components

No. 4668 / Dated. 22.6.2026
Tender Cancellation Notice
Bid Identification No.11ML/2024-25

The tender for the work "Execution of 04 nos. of Lift Irrigation
Schemes with intake points on Surubali jore (Surubali jore ISS),
Harihar jore (Harihar jore ISS), Mahanadi River (Near Godheneswar
ISS/ ISS Kapasira) having Command area between 500Ha. to 2000
Ha. in Cluster No. XXIX in the district of Sonepur including its
distribution network, up to 1 Ha Chak having total planned
Culturable Command Area of 6,710Ha. on “EPC -Turn Key” basis
including power system connectivity and Operation & Maintenance
of complete commissioned schemes for 15 years" invited vide Bid
Identification No. 11ML/2024-25 is hereby cancelled in accordance

with Letter No. 18264 dt. 18.06.2024 of DoWR.
Sd/-
Chief Engineer
Megalift

OIPR-32001/32478/1/26-27/0003 Bhubaneswar

epaper.indianexpress.oom.. .

‘Used Water Management
(WSP) For Nagar Panchyat Tondi
FatehpurDistt. Jhansi*, U.P., Indiaon
Turnkey Basis., from eligible, reputed
and experienced bidder. E-bid
documents will be available for
dovmload from 10.07.2026 by 17:00
Hrs. E- bids can be submitted till
03.08.2026 up to 17:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
03.08.2026 at 17:30 Hrs, in Office of
The Superintending Engineer,
Construction Circle, U.P. Jal Nigam
{Urban), Jhansi in presence of
contractor or their authorized
representative, E-tender Cost is Rs
10000.00 + GST @ 18% for
tender. Details are available on
U.P.Govt. e-procurement portal
http://etenderup.nic.in & LLP. Jal
Nigam (Urban) website

QFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
Construction Circle,
U.P. JAL NIGAM (urRBAN)

an:
E-mail-seurbanjhscircle@gmail.com

www.Jn.upsde.gov.in.
| |

Letter No. 945/F-03/124
Dated: 03.07.2026
E-Tender Notice

Online percentage rate e-tender in
Two Bid system under S.B.M.(U)-
2.0 Pragramme are hereby invited on
behalf of the Chairman, U.P. Jal
Migam (Urban) for Investigation and
survey (on GIS basis) of the project
area Including soil investigation,
Engineering Design (hydraulic and

of alllabour & material, T&P etc. and
construction of various components

Used Water
(WSP) For Nagar Palika Parishad
Chirgaon Distt. Jhansi®, U.P., India
on Turnkey Basis., from eligible,
reputed and experienced bidder. E-
bid documents will be available for
download from 10.07.2026 by 17:00
Hrs. E- bids can be submitted till
03.08,2026 up to 17:00 Hrs. and
technical bid shall be opened on
03.08.2026 at 17:30 Hrs. in Office of
The Superintending Engineer,
Construction Circle, U.P. Jal Nigam
(Urban), Jhansi in presence of
contractor or their authorized
representative, E-tender Cost is
Rs 10000.00 + GST @ 18% for
tender. Details are available on
U.P.Govt. e-procurement portal
http://etenderup.nic.in & U.P. Jal
Nigam(Urban) website
www.jn.upsdc.gov.in.
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This is part of growing. This helps us grow, and also shows that the team has a soul. ”

*RESULTS PEDRO BRITO, CAPE VERDE NOW EVERYBODY KNOWS

ROUND OF 32

Australia1(2)-1(4) Egypt

(AET:1-1, decided by penalties)
Dallas Stadium

Argentina (AET) 3-2 Cape Verde
Miami Stadium

Colombia1-0 Ghana

Kansas City Stadium

©MATCHSCHEDULE

ROUNDOF16
Brazil vs Norway
East Rutherford, 1.30am
(Monday)
Mexicovs England
Mexico City, 5.30am
(Monday)

ZEE5OTT & UNITE8 CHANNELS

Colombia’s Jhon Arias. ap

Arias powers
Colombia past
Ghanaintolast16

JHON ARIAS scored offa
sharp cross from Luis Suarez
inthe opening minutes,and
Colombia controlled Ghana
onaswelteringnightat Ar-
rowhead Stadium, allowing
Los Cafeterostoadvance to
the Round of 16 at the World
Cupwitha1-Ovictory.
Colombia will play Switzer-
land on Tuesdayin
'Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, foraspotinthe quarter-
finals. AP

Kloppintalksto
become next

Germany coach
JURGEN KLOPP has
confirmed that Germany’s
football federation has been
intouch with him to take
overasthe national team’s
new head coach after their
Round of 32 exit. Julian Na-
gelsmann, who had been
leading the team since 2023,
stepped down as coach after
theirloss to Paraguay on pe-
nalties. Klopp hasn’tbeen
seeninmanagementsince
announcing his departure
from Liverpool in2024.
“About twoyearsagol
stopped at Liverpool and
said thatIlacked the energy
foranother year with Liver-
pool. Since thenI'm more
thanrecharged, I'mready,”
hesaid.ENS

Lionel M

3-2ext

Cape Verde’s wondergoal was struck by
aplayer who was racially abused online,
earned £850 a month while playing

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, July4

HE CUT inside from the left,
opened his body, and curled it
into the far top corner. Cape
Verde 2, Argentina 2, in the
103rd minute of a tie book-
‘makers had given Cape Verdeas
little as a 4 percent chance of
winning outright. Sidny Lopes
Cabral hadjustscored the great-
estgoal in Cape Verdean football
history. Hedidn’tstay toadmire
it, running straight into the
crowd to find his girlfriend be-
fore turning back for the pitch.
Argentina won it in extra time,
3-2,ina match that never once
behaved like a mismatch. But
long after the scoreline fades,
people will remember the goal,
and that run into the stands.

Two players stood at either
end of that Cape Verde back
line, and between them they
told the whole story of what this
teamis. Cabral is 23, bornin Rot-
terdam, one of seven squad
members born in the Dutch
city, more than those born in
the island nation’s own capital,
Praia. His parents left Santiago
for the Netherlands at seven-
teenand met there.

At the other end stood Vo-
zinha, 40, who spent the tour-

nament saving shots from
Messi and Spain and became a
global name doing it. His
contract with Chaves, in Portu-
gal’s second division, expired
on June 1. He walked out of
Hard Rock Stadium with no
clubtoreturnto, weeks after his
teammate’s value had risen by
ten million euros in a move to
Trabzonspor. Cape Verde does
not offer its players one story. It
offers several, side by side, on

the same pitch.
Cabral’s version nearly
didn'tsurviveitsearly chapters. ~ Sidny Cabral celet
The football started at Twente’s ~ after scoring Cape Verde’s

academy, then Helsingborg in
Sweden, before a signing that
looked like the end of some-
thing rather than the start: Rot-
Weiss Erfurt, Germany’s fifth
tier, in February 2022.

“There was nothing at the
club,” he told Maisfutebol. “It
wasshorts, athermal shirt, and
arain cape. Nothing else. We
trained on a small artificial
pitch, very hard. It was a real
battle.”

Heearned the equivalent of
£850 a month there, using bin
bagsas curtainsand trainingin
shorts through a cold German
winter. Erfurt won promotion.
Viktoria K6In came next, then
Portugal, where he joined Es-

second goalinextratimeto
level scoresat 2-2.

trela da Amadora and then
Benfica. “My career is a crazy
story,” he told A Bola after sig-
ning. “I'm proud I never gaveup
and always believed in myself.
WhenlIwasonthebenchinGer-
many’sfifthdivision, Ineverim-
agined I'd reach Benfica.”
InJune, Benficasold himto
Trabzonspor for ten million
euros, weeks before this World
Cup. He was racially abused by
fans during matches in Ger-
‘many. It happened again, differ-
ently, months later at Benfica.
After teammate Gianluca Pre-
stianni was accused by Real

r's

1 PHARAO

Salah gets emotional as Egypt win
their first-ever knockout match

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, July 4

AT ONE end of the pitch, Mo-
hamed Salah, who minutes ear-
lierhad sent Egypt through with
a chipped Panenka down the
middle, stood alone for a mo-
mentandapplauded the crowd,
tearsinhiseyes, before histeam-
mates pulled him into a mob
thatwould later place a Tutank-
hamun headdress on his head.

Attheotherend, Lucas Her-
rington turned his back on the
crossbar that had just denied
him, put one arm to his curly
hair, and bent over to hide his
face. At 18, he is the youngest
starter Australia have ever
fielded at a World Cup, and will
now be remembered for the
miss that sent Egypt through.

Egypt had just beaten Aus-
tralia 4-2 on penalties to win a
knockout match for the first
time ina World Cup.

Before kickoff, Salah, 34,
gathered his teammates in the
tunnel. “T told the boys before
the game, guys, this is the big-
gestgameyou could playin your
life, sojustenjoyit,” hesaid after-
ward. He was not the only one
intears.

Manager Hossam Hassan
cried too,and dedicated the win
to a cause far from the pitch.
“My heart and soul are with the

Mohamed Salah tears up after the win over Australia. ap

Palestinian people,” he said. “T
thank them and dedicate this
victory to them. We succeeded
in making Arab people proud.”
‘The match that produced all
this offered little of its own.
Egyptled early: Emam Ashour's
own free kick was blocked, the
ball came back off Jackson Ir-
vine, and Ashour, unmarked at
the back post, headed it in.
Omar Marmoush should have
doubled thelead earlyinthesec-
ond half but dragged a chance
wide, and it cost Egypt when
Aiden O'Neill'slooping free kick
found its way in off Mohammed
Hany's head ten minutes later.
In the closing minutes of
normal time Salah swept in a

cross for Rami Rabia that Patrick
Beach somehow palmed over,
then had a shot of his own
blocked soon after. Marmoush
set him up again in extra time,
and this time Salah skied it over
thebar.

Goalkeeper gamble

Australia's coach Tony Po-
povic made the gamble that
would define the night. He with-
drew Beach, who had been out-
standing, and sent on his cap-
tain, Mat Ryan, purely for the
shootout.

Ryan never got near asingle
Kkick. Souttar's opening effort
sailed over the bar. Herrington,
stepping up with more experi-

My heartand

soul are with
the Palestinian
people.Ithank them
and dedicate this
victory to them.”

HOSSAMHASSAN
EGYPT MANAGER

enced teammates still on the
pitch, side-footed his attempt
toohigh, into the same crossbar
thathad already beaten Souttar.

Between those misses,
Mahmoud Saber and Rami
Rabia scored theirs for Egypt
without fuss.

Then came Salah, stepping
uptothethird kick—aPanenka
—with the chance toall but fin-
ish it. “Hossam Abdelmaguid
took the fourth and last. He
puffed out his cheeks, checked
his stride, and rolled it to his
right as Ryan dived the other
way.

Herantothecornerandtore
off his shirt before the rest of
Egyptreached him.

Bothteamshad cometoDal-
las chasing the same thing, a
first World Cup knockout win
each had waited a lifetime for.
‘Theshootout only had room for
one of them.

epaperindianexpress.com ] .

as Cape Verde’s Lopes Cabral covers his face in disappointment in Miami. ap

Cabral, hero with

Madrid’s Vinicius Jinior of rac-
ially abusing him during the
first leg, a charge UEFA provi-
sionally suspended Prestianni
over while it investigated, Ca-
bral approached Vinicius after
thereturnlegand asked toswap
shirts, a gesture of admiration
foraplayer he haslong followed.

Viniciusagreed, pointingto-
ward the tunnel, but the two
never crossed paths again, and
the swap never happened. Por-
tuguese outlets including A
Bola, O Jogo, and Maisfutebol
reported Cabral had second
thoughts, worried it would look
like a betrayal of Prestianni
amid the investigation, and
cleared the matter up with Ben-
fica’s staff. It didn’t spare him
the backlash.

Supporters flooded his In-
stagram with hostile com-
ments, some calling for him to
leave the club, and Prestianni
was seen liking a post criticising
him. Cabral told The Guardian
the messages had turned racist.
“I'had toturnoff my phone,” he
said. “It'ssosad.”

None of Cabral’s story ex-
plainshow a nation thissize got
here at all. Cape Verde has a
population of roughly 525,000,
thesmallest nationever toreach
amen’s World Cup knockout
stage, and had gone unbeaten
through the group without win-
ning a match to get here. Long
before any of this seemed poss-
ible, Cabral had told his family:
“I'm going to be a great football
player, 'm gonna reach the top.

outaCape

I'mproud

never gave up
and always believed
inmyself. When I
was onthebenchin
Germany’s fifth
division, I never
imagined I'd reach
Benfica.”

SIDNY CABRAL
FULL BACK, CAPE VERDE

And I'm living in my dream
now,” hetold The Guardian.

Before facing the best player
ofhisgeneration, he had already
worked out how to hold the oc-
casion atarm’slength.

“If you're like, oh, it’s Messi,
you're gonna lose your mind,”
he said. After the final whistle,
hewasthinkingof someoneelse
entirely. “I'm going to swap my
shirt with Otamendsi,” he told
Brazilian outlet Lance. “He was
my teammate until this season.”

Portuguese-language cover-
age of the defeat found little
room for grief.

‘Maisfutebolwrote there was
no space that night for tears of
sadnessin Praia, Mindelo, Sal, or
thediasporascattered acrossthe
world, only tears of pride large
enough tospillacrossthe Atlan-
tic. Cape Verde goes home from
its first World Cup in the round
of 32. Cabral’s goal against
Messi’s Argentina stays.

WHERE CABO VERDEIS”

Players from a country looking like dots on the map,
made a bigimpact at Cup before a heart-break exit.

‘Diditwithdignity: Cape Verde coach

Cape Verde coach Bubista felt huge pride in his team after they
took three-times world champions Argentina to the wire. Former
centre-half Bubista was the architect of the project and he thought
the reaction to the loss by his players, most of whom do not play in
elite leagues, showed how far they had come. "The feeling in the
dressing room is one of sadness," he told reporters. "We're sad, of
course, we're sad because we're leaving the competition and
because we got so close, so close. Even though they are sad, the
players were hugging each other, they were crying. This s part of
growing. This helps us grow, and also shows that the team has a
soul. | feel pride in my players, and what they did. They did it with
dignity and courage," he added. REUTERS

Deroy Duarte (R) celebrates after scoring with his brother
Laros during the Round of 32 match against Argentina. ap

Duartebrothers: Midfield engine

Itcould have been the greatest night for the Duarte family, but will
now leave a bittersweet feeling. Brothers taking the field together
inaFIFA World Cup game is a special occasion and it was no
different for Cape Verde's Deroy and Laros Duarte against world
champions Argentina in Miami on Friday. Raised by single mother
Maria de Cruz, fate has not always given the Duartes an easy deal.
Against Argentina, they produced performances which nearly
orchestrated one of football's greatest upsets. Darius' equalizer
brought Cape Verde back in the game after Lionel Messi's early
strike, while Laros was the Blue Sharks' midfield conductor. “It feels
like a dream,” Maria was quoted by dutchnews.nl before the Round
of 32 game. Courtesy her sons, Cape Verde were in dreamland for

most part of the game. ENS

‘Nocoincidence they
held Spain, Uruguay’
After Cape Verde gave
Argentina an almighty scare
before succumbing to an own
goal to lose a tight Round of 32
match 3-2in Extra Time, Lionel
Messi was all praises for the
World Cup debutants after the
contest. After the match when
he was taking photos with the
Cape Verde players, an usually
stoic Messi also cracked a joke
that their opponents ‘kicked the

They asked for my jersey,
but on the field they kicked
the c**p out of me: Messi
jokingly said. a»

crap out of him during the match and were now asking for selfies
and his jersey! “They asked for my jersey, everything. On the field,
they kick the crap out of me. Itis no coincidence that this team had
not lost to Spain or Uruguay,” Messi, the top-scorer at this World
Cup, was quoted as saying by Tyc Sports. ENS

Henry praises valiantshow

Cape Verde got applause following anincredible showing against
the defending world champions Argentina and for pushing them to
the limit. French Legend Thierry Henry was full of praise for the
World Cup debutants, considering how this small nation exceeded
every expectation at their first World Cup. “You know what's
actually impressive? Itis not so much on how they played and
everything, which isimpressive, but the number of people who live
there,” said Henry on Fox Sports’ post match show. Reflecting on
the Cape Verdeans' performance against the South American
giants, Henry added, “Make them know and let them know where
you're from with how you perform. Now everybody knows where

Cabo Verdeis.” ENS

HS RISE}

The various versions of the Panenka,
and how it’s magic when executed well

Nihal Koshie
New Delhi, July4

IF ANTONIN PANENKA had
his way, Mo Salah would have
paid royalty to the former
Czech midfielder, the inventor
ofthe chip-shot penalty named
after him. Panenka’s original,
the last of the five spot-kicks
taken by Czechoslovakia, won
his country the Euro 1976 title
against West Germany. Pa-
nenka even tried to get his cre-
ation patented. But officials
didn'tentertain him, hesaidon
the 50th anniversary of the de-
ceptive spot-kick.

Plenty of high-quality Pa-
nenkas have come in crunch
moments. Egypt won their
first-ever knockout game at a
FIFA World Cup, beating Aus-
tralia 4-2 on penalties with
Salah scoring the third one with
aPanenka.

When Salah prepared to
strike in the shootout after the
game was tied 1-1 after extra
time, he seemed to be going for
a full-blooded shot into one of
the corners.

The Liverpool legend tooka
few steps to his right and then
ran in from a short distance at
an angle. But instead of un-
leashing power, he chipped the
ball with his left foot in the
middleof thenet, where Austra-
lian goalkeeper Mathew Ryan

would have stood if he hadn't
dived to hisleft.

Now, watch footage of the
first Panenka. Antonin didn’t
amble in but ran in full speed
from a few metres before chip-
ping the ball towards the
centre. “I wasn’t 100 percent
confident I would score. I was
1,000 percent confident,” he
told The Guardian.

It helped that in those days
of limited TV footage, the Pa-
nenka was a novelty outside
Czechoslovakia. And to think
that he came up with it because
of a bet during club practice
sessions with the goalie. If the
goalkeeper stopped one of the
five shots, Panenka bought him
beer and chocolates.

Pirlo’s classic
Salah's kick, however,

wasn't as floaty as Antonin’s or
Andrea Pirlo’s chip.

Salah scores from the spot viaa Panenka. ap

The Italian midfield maes-
tro’s shot came with the game
onthelineinthe quarterfinal of
Euro 2012 against England.
This after teammate Riccardo
Montolivo had sent the pre-
vious effort wide. Pirlo’s Pa-
nenka took an eternity to land
in the back of the net. England
goalkeeper Joe Hart —waving
hisarms and jumpy on the line
— ended up helplessly trying
toreach for the ball with his ex-
tended left foot while on the
ground.

Like Pirlo, Salah also de-
cided togowith the feint at the
very last moment.

Pirlo, in his biography ‘I
Think ThereforeI Play’ recalled
how his teammates asked him
after the shootout: “Are you
‘mad, Andrea?” Butin hismind,
the Panenka was the ‘safest’
and ‘most productive option’.

“Imade my decision rightat

thelast second, when Isaw Joe
Hart, the England goalie, doing
all sorts of things on his line,”
Pirlosays in the book.

Zinedine Zidane’s Panenka
for France in the seventh min-
ute of the 2006 World Cup final
against Italy was a way of exert-
ing psychological pressure on
the best goalie — Gianluigi Buf-
fon. Unlike Salah’s or Pirlo’s, Zi-
dane’s Panenka wasn't straight
buttotheleft of Buffon. He was
fortunate that the ball landed
inside the goal line after hitting
crossbar.

Others have not been so
Tucky. Even Lionel Messi hit the
crossbar in the Copa America
quarterfinal against Ecuador
two years ago. Recently, in the
Africa Cup of Nations final, Mo-
rocco’s Brahim Diaz chipped
the ball to Senegal goalkeeper
Edouard Mendy. The moment
would have been Diaz’s cross-
to-bear if the Confederation of
African Football (CAF) had not
overturned Senegal’s 1-0 extra
time win for their walkout pro-
testduring the match.

There is an element of risk
inexecuting the Panenka. Miss
the target with a full-blooded
shot and detractors will put it
down to nerves or misfortune.
But botch a Panenka and risk
beinglabeled cheeky, clever by
halforevenselfish. Butwhen it
comes off, it's magical.
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Diego Maradona lifting the World Cup Trophy atthe Azteca
h

Stadiumin1986. (R)

tokeep th

their hotel in Mexico secret, but by the time the team bus rolled
in, hundreds of people were outside. ap

En

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
CcuP

SandipG
New York, July4

TO ERR is human, and forgiv-
ing, perhaps, is divine. But no
errorhasacquired divinity or re-
mained unforgiven as DiegoMa-
radona’s Hand of God.

Forty years later, when the
successors of the wronged Eng-
lishmen land at the site of their
deepest injustice, the scarsseem
justas fresh, the pain seems just
as bitter. Their collective con-
sciousness is not battling Raul
Jimenez and friends, or the
lungs-burning altitude, or the
baying crowd that transforms
the citadel into an inferno. But
Maradona, the Hand of God,
and the Deceit of the Devil.

The illusion of Maradona,
‘who died five years ago, would
hang like a human billboard,
pinned to the intricately de-
signed roofs of the stadium.
None of the players were born

FACING THE HEAT

!&7‘?& =

Back at the home of the ‘Hand of God’, Tuchel & Co face Mexico
inthe Round of 16, seeking to exorcise their demons 0f 1986

when Maradona fisted the goal
past Peter Shilton. But they
could spothisimpish smile from
acorner; or his laughter crack-
ling from stands; or gazing
‘mockingly at them. They must
have watched the goal a thou-
sand times, heard and read
stories of the sleight-of-fist chi-
canery. Even their non-English
manager, Thomas Tuchel,
spoke about it like a spiritual
guru. “Wewill getitback. Karma
will come back for us. We will
turnitaround. Maybeitisagood
momenttomake peacewith the
stadium and turn things
around,” he said.

The German manager was12
when he spent nights watching
the drama unfold. He re-
members even the spidery
shadow “that never moved”
from a giant pole. “The sun was
sosteep that the shadow was al-
waysaround the middle circle. I
remember, of course, the World
Cupof Maradona. The twogoals
against England. The one drib-

bling and the one... yeah...” he
paused and added, “..which
would never stand these days.”
Maybe both goals. The goal of
the century had a blatant
enough foulonGlenn Hoddlein
the build-up. But some myths
arejust meanttobe.

Itcould be the most romanti-
cised football match known to
mankind. Everything is a treas-
ure. Every detail, nugget, sou-
venir,and memory. Maradona’s
shirt won the former England
midfielder Steve Hodge 74 mil-
lion pounds in an auction in
2022. Movies were made, books
were written, and statues were
made. Narratives, fictitious or
real, were spun. An elderly jour-
nalist claimed, “he saw guilt in
hiseyes.” “Afterall, hewasatrue
catholic.” Or maybe, he could
have confessed to a priest at the
pulpit. Butin England, heisa
saint without salvation. He re-
mains an unforgiven figure.
Duringthe 2018 World Cup draw
ceremony, the former England

striker Gary Lineker quipped
when he picked Argentina and
Croatia fromthe pot. “Yes, Diego
has picked out Croatia to play
againsthis Argentina, but Diego
has always been good with his
hands. Muybuenoconlas manos
1! *You are very good with your
hands.”Henever forgave hisact,
butadmired the player was: “We
have just never seen anyone
have such a beautiful affection
withafootball.”

Even his death did not bring
forgivenesstosomeof Linekar’s
colleagues. Like Shilton. “What
Idon'tlikeisthathe neverapolo-
gised,”Shiltonwrotein the Daily
Mail after Maradona’s death.
“Neveratanystagedid hesay he
had cheated and that he would
liketosaysorry. Instead, he used
his'Hand of God'line. Thatwas-
n'tright. It seems he had great-
ness in him but sadly no sports-
manship,” he added

To his comrade Terry
Butcher, “It’s the greatest piece
of fraud in football history.” He

and look for Azteca closure

told SkySports. “Istill feel thein-
justice now. "Peopletell youtolet
it go, but we felt we could go all
the way that year and you still
think about what might have
been. It was probably the best
piece of fraud you will ever see -
and he got away with it.”

Beating Mexico at Azteca,
thefortresswherethe E1Tri have
lost only two of their last 89
games, is a daunting task in
itself. England will the vibes after
producing amemorable escape
against Congo. But Mexico is a
cannier side on a five-match
winning streak. England would
feeltiredlegsand anascenttoan
altitude of 2250 metres. The sup-
porters in the stands will be
vastly outnumbered—Eng-
land’s official fans could muster
only 3000 tickets.

Butthe pastcaststhickerand
longer shadows. Most of the
England players would feel like
stepping into a magically real-
istic world, where dwells the
God, the demon, the feathered
guardian snake and patron
saint, Santa Ursula. England
have to win a match, beat a
curse, and reap the rewards of
their “karma.”

Valbhav 15,becomes youngest India debutant; scores 14

New Delhi, July4

ON THE day he became the
'youngest cricketer to represent
India, at 15 years and 99 days,
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi offered
an important reminder: pro-
digiesareburdened with count-
less narratives, but only one of
them s true — their own.

The pre-matchdiscourse de-
manded another miracle, the
sorthe performedintheIPL.In-
stead came a10-ball 14, punctu-
ated by the kind of misjudge-
ments one would expect froma
15-year-old. It served as a timely
reality check.

The second T201 in Man-
chester will be remembered for

Ealaends Swiatek’s title
run, Rybakina also out

Associated Press
London, July 4

IGASWIATEK Stitle defence
at Wimbledon ended Satur-
day in a 7-6 (9), 6-2 third-
round loss to 21-year-old
Alexandra Eala, who con-
tinuesto make history for the
Philippines.

Eala is the first Filipino
player, male or female, to
reach the fourth round of a
Grand Slam singles tourna-
ment. The left-handed Eala
dropped to her knees and
rolled onto her back on
Centre Court after hitting a
forehand winner on her third
match point.

"It'sincredible to have my
countrymen cheering me on
and knowingthat we're allin
this together," she said in an
on-court interview. The
third-seeded Swiatek earned
her first Wimbledon title a
year ago when she beat
Amanda Anisimova 6-0,6-0
inthe final.

Eala, who has trained at
the Rafael Nadal Academy,
gained worldwidesupportlast
yearon her breakthrough run
tothe Miami Opensemifinals,
which included an upset of
Swiatek. Shortly before Swi-
atek's exit, 2022 champion
ElenaRybakinawas upset by
Elise Mertens 7-6 (4), 6-1.

Sooryavanshi's debut. There
was, however, the minor matter
ofamatchtobewon—and Eng-
land took the bragging rights in
that regard - courtesy Jacob
Bethell. The hosts secured a
four-wicket win, reaching the
targetof 191withan overtospare
totake a1-0 lead after the Dur-
'ham game was washed out.

At the opposite end, Abhis-
hekSharmabegan where heleft
off at Chester-le-Street. Three
boundaries came off Sam Cur-
ran's first over, but a wicket off
thelastdelivery of the Powerplay
setIndiaback.

‘With a49-run knock, Ishan
Kishan averted the questions

man-

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. cremas

Iyer playing an enforcer's role
with his 22-ball 37, Kishan con-
structed a 65-run third-wicket

stand. ing9.3runsper

India were comfortably
placed at130/3after13overs. The
spanner in the works was
thrown by Curran, with the
wickets of Kishan and Shivam
Dube in quick succession. That,
India eventually got to 190, was
courtesy a 17-run final over in
which Tilak Varmastrucka four
and twosixes.

Arshdeep Singh struck early
with the ball for India, not once
buttwice, withboth Phil Saltand
Jos Buttler departing for ducks.

However, the joy was short-
lived as Brook struck two fours
and three sixes off his next over.

Axar Patel's dismissal of
Brook in the fifth over, hence,
was of i ignificance to

agement. With captain Shreyas

Iga Swiatek lost 7-6 (9), 6-2in
the third round. ap

RESULTS:

Men’s: Alex de Minaur (5)
def. Zachary Svajda 6-2,
5-7,6-2,6-4; Flavio
Cobolli (9) def. Karen
Khachanov (19) 0-6,7-6
(4),6-7(5),6-2,6-2.
‘Women's Singles: Marta
Kostyuk (12) def. Emma
Navarro (23) 6-2,4-6,6-1;
AshlynKrueger def.
DariaSnigur 6-3, 6-2;
Marie Bouzkova (21) def.
Liudmila Samsonova 4-6,
7-6 (3), 6-4; Elise Mertens
(25) def. Elena Rybakina
(2)7-6 (4), 6-1; Jasmine
Paolini (13) def. Maria
Sakkari 6-1, 6-2; Alexan-
draEala (29) def. Iga Swi-
atek (3)7-6 (9), 6-2.

over in the process.

No Eligible Voter to be excluded and No Ineligible Person to be included

India's cause. With the captain

gone, Jacob Bethell and Tom
Banton prioritised consolida-

At 2,240 metres above
sealevel, Mexico’s

Azteca Wlll test En

The Three Lions
reach at the last
moment and leave
soon to reduce low
oxygen effects

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, July 4

ENGLAND COACH Thomas
Tuchel is as alert to 2240 as he
would be to his 4-2-3-1, when
they travel to Mexico for the R16
clash on Sunday. Estadio Az-
teca is 2240m above sea-level,
and poses a challenging inter-
lude between defeating DR
Congo, and possibly running
into Brazil/Norway in the
quarters. The altitude is Mex-
ico'sgreatestally, as the rarefied
air can impede England
players' oxygen uptake, and
given there was no possibility
of acclimatising with just a 4-
day turnaround time.

Tuchel has flipped the
logic with 'very late is better
than not early enough' — leav-
ing arrival in Mexico, to the
last possible hour, 48 hours as
FIFA mandates. It's not an
exact science, but Tuchel
wants to simply reduce the
damage that's inevitable with
the disadvantage. Mexico,
meanwhile, have won all their
4 WC matches here, netting 8
goals, conceding none. A
trepidation it may be, but Tu-
chel is hoping 2240m (7220
feet) doesn't end in tumult.

Azteca challenge

Situated 7,220ft above sea
level, the oxygen pressure in
the air drops severely (at least
by 20%, from 160 mmHgto 125
mmHg) at that height, as per
Football Ground Guide. This re-
duced pressure makes the
number of oxygen moleculesin
the air scantier, reducing
aerobic capacity, making
breathing heavier. With the
bloodstream  thinner on
oxygen, the body triesto ensure
enough supply to muscles
while busting the lungs. It's not
iusl the running limbs, but

tion,

pply tobrain dictates

67in the next 50 deliveries. Iyer
recalled Arshdeep, who got his
third scalp of the match in Ban-
ton. Will Jacks fell prey to Varun
Chakaravarthy.

A29-run17th over, in which
Bethell struck three sixesand a
four offRavi Bishnoi, effectively
sealed the game, with him un-
beaten on a46-ball 76.

BRIEF SCORES: India 190/7
in20 overs (Kishan 49, Ab-
hishek Sharma 43; Sam Cur-
ran 3/33)lost to England
191/6in19 overs (Jacob
Bethell 76, Harry Brook 39;
Arshdeep Singh 3/30) by
four wickets.

declslon making, so goal-
mouth chaos and counterat-
tack runs can both be ham-
pered as recovery slows down.

Immediate impact?

Plenty of substitutions in
the second half, are expected.
Fewer kilometres will get run,
high presses might feel daunt-
ing after 25-30 minutes, fast
sprints and quick turns will test
lungs and dehydration isimmi-
nent. While the running itself
might feelunimpeded because
of less resistance, the recovery
with sharp intake of breath be-
tween accelerations, is a com-

and

eAltitude matters

%ﬁ

Cerrode Pascoin Highest stadium Kenya’s Iten,
Peruisthe inEnglandis where renowned
world's highest West Brom's The distance runners
stadium at Hawthorns at train, is 2400m
4380m 168m over sea level
s

Bob Beamon’s legendary long
jump effort of 8.90m at the 1968
Olympics was aided by Mexico

Atsteep altitudes, Earth’s
barometric pressure falls, air
thins and less oxygen goes into

City's elevation the bloodstream
Lingering effects
It’s notjust the While conquering Azteca
running lim bs, but might be a glonqus cha.l!en_ge,
England are obviously aiming
oxyggn supply to further — heading towards
braindictates Brazil/Norway in heat of
decisian-muking, s0 Miami. Runner Elson told
1, h BBC, "If they get through, how
chaos
ly exhausted are they
and counterattacks going to be afterwards? Even if
canbothbe they manage in the moment
hampered as withadrenaline.... the after-ef-
fects of how they recover will
recoveryslowsdown. =0 really hard bit."
mon symptom. BBC quoted ~Advantage Mexico

British high altitude runner
Callum Elson as saying, "Re-
covery is key - that idea of try-
ingto catch yourbreath, trying
to let your heart rate get back
down, once it's up, it literally
justdoesn't come down.”

Get-in-get-out option

It is impossible for the
human body to adapt within 4
daysto Azteca. It needs 2 weeks
at least. Ahead of 1986, Sir
Bobby Robson took the squad
to Mexico a year earlier to ex-
perience the conditions. "He
took us there. But you never
really acclimatise,” ex-England
international Peter Reid told
BBC Breakfast. Tuchel has
pragmatically chosen to accept
itasadisadvantage. England’s
rugby team had once opted for
alate arrival in Johannesburg
(1,753m) under Eddie
Jones. Both teams lost
anyway. The Indepen-
dent quoted Mercedes’
Fldriver George Russell
asexplaining, “Sleeping
you feel your heart rate is elev-
atedand abit breathless. Arrive
aslate as possible, and leave as
soon as possible, because you
don’tsleep that well." Running
isimpacted. "Getting there late
isthe best thing. You wantto go
into those 90 minutes being as
fresh as possible. Any extra
houryou are there your body is
not in as good a place.”"
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They have played all save
one of their four games at the
Azteca, and travel from a base
only 15 minutes away. Their
pre-tournament camp
would've helped even the ma-
jority of the squad who don'tall
live at altitude, like Jimenez.
The humidity, the noisy crowd
and the ghost of Maradona, all
envelop the team that's un-
beaten in 10 World Cup games
there. Though their history is
formidable — 89 played, 70
wins, 17 draws and only 2losses
— the altitude leaves an X-fac-
tor: The swerving ball.

Theballat2200m

Very fast. 5-6% quicker
than at sealevel. That's worri-
some for England goalie Jor-
dan Pickford, and his backs,
Guehi, Konsa and Djed
Spence. But Mexico,
which has beenscoring
through long range
goals, can falter on set-
pieces. England
though, is coming off
Set-piece Summer literally. So,
Declan Rice and Bukayo Saka
can send them swerving in,
deliver curlers and benders
while Harry Kane, Jude Bel-
lingham, Elliot Anderson,
John Stones (6'2") soar over
the shorter Mexicans, at great
speed. The men might tire, but
at the Azteca, the ball abso-
lutely bullets forth.
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Feels like home

Former Indian Idol contestant Deepali Sahay on her song Tere paas
main from Main Vaapas Aaunga thatis leaving listeners misty-eyed
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Chef Himanshu Saini's
Michelin star leap
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Naadan Varieties Banganapalli Badami
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- Jardalu Raspuri
rd ~ Bihar Karnataka
. . s s
,* Themangoisnotafruit, its an 1WESTERN 1. MADHYA
s . UTTARPRADESH PRADESH
¢ aroma, its sticky elbows, summer RATAUL SUNDARIA
¢+ and chaos and, when everything is aeutmane, T e morastintion
2.MALIHABAD, UP 12.KARNATAKA

DASHERI BADAMI Himayat
there was Ghaziabad. Nearly a decade of it. Cousins, ANorthIndiansummer  Karnataka’s quieter Telangana
holidays, mangoes atalmostevery meal. staple Alphonso

Earlier this year, it was covered in
blossoms, the kind that make you pull out
your phoneand call your mother. Then, Delhi’s
stormsarrived, astheyalways do, and took most
of the flowers with them. Three survived. They
are getting bigger and heavier by the day, which
ishow I know the wait is almost over.
He loved mangoes. When he passed away in

Chausawasth

no dignified way to eat it. Sticky hands, sticky chin,

4
o forgotten, a memory that brings you home
Kishi Arora
EVERY MORNING thi:
Iwalkuptomyterrace and countto
three. Three Amrapali mangoes
hang from a tree I planted the year
my father died. to. Chausa is probably the most honest mango. It does-

3.BANARASAND 13.KARNATAKA

occasionally sticky elbows, all expected and entirely EASTERNUP RASPURI
fine. Nobody thought to use a fork. Nobody wanted LANGRA Juices and summer
Distinctive flavour, drinks

n’t pretend to be elegant and it doesn’'t need to be.
Safeda and Dasheri showed up differently at our
house. Blended, chilled, poured intoatall glass by my

deeply loyal following

14. ANDHRA PRADESH

mother, who makes one of the best mango shakes I :NUJ ;fHRAPRRADESH BANGANAPALLI Neelam
have ever had. The moment you take a sip, a little India’s most widely Tamil Nadu
mango formsabove your lip. Westill laugh CHAUSA eaten table mango
every time it happens, which tells you something Juicy beyond reason, grows up there now alongside my Amrapali, small
about how often we still make it. I know I am biased made for two hands 15. TELANGANA and unhurried, waiting to write its own chapter.
2018, we planted an Amrapaliand aHarsingarover  about theshakeitself.Idonot thinkit changesthe fact. HIMAYAT
hisashesat the dhamin Meerutthat meantsomuch 5.BIHAR A connoisseur’s mango [ XX )
to him. Around the same time, almost without oo JARDALU o
thinking, I planted wotreesonmy terrace L Athome, Notjust
in Delhi. One pair rooted in a place of memory. Pannain Madhya Pradesh has its own category in vasr;/thmg isinthe 16. TAMILNADY afruit.
Another pair woven into my everyday life, mineto  my memory. The religion my parents follow has its ragrance NEELAM Before the sweet ones arrive, raw mangoes take
watch through every season, everystorm,every June  headquarters dham there and we made that journey 6. WESTBENGAL Extend overthekitch pannaappearson tt Kili
that came and left without giving me anything. This  often, outside of any holiday plan. After temple came . alittle longer Chutneys get made. Aam ka hing waala achar, my Kerala
year, finally, the terrace Amrapali gave me fruit. bhog, then family time spread out over the afternoon, HIMSAGAR mother’s recipe with no oil and no sun-drying
ITkeep doingthe count. and then my father would lead us to his pakorewala. Fibreless, purely sweet 17.GOA required, shows up on the table and tastes more like
His pakorewala. Not ours. His. He had found this MANKURAD summer than almost anything else I know.

He was from Muzaffarnagar, my mother is from
Banaras, Igrew up in Ghaziabad and landed in Delhi,
and work eventually took me South and West and
everywhere in between. Somewhere across all of it,
‘without meaning to, I built a map. Not of highways

man the way my father found most things he loved,

7. WESTBENGAL
Often preferred locally

Then, everything shifts. Some become aamras

quietly, without announcement, and then behaved LAKSHMANBHOG Alph with hot puris, a combination that has never once
asifeveryone obviously already knew about him. 5 ) overAlphonso needed improving. Others go into cakes and cheese-
N N alanced and beautifully < " o
Because thiswas not your standard onion and po- coloured 18.KERALA cakes. And sometimes, I grill mango and serveitwith
or hill stations but of mangoes. Every place Thave  tatosituation, whatever the sabziwala had went into yuzu honey, something I'started doing almost by ac-
loved hasoneattached toit. Every personIhavelost  the batter. Pumpkin. Bitter gourd. Drumstick leaves. 8. GUJARAT KILICHUNDAN cident during a recipe session and have not stopped Mankurad
orkept close is somewhere in that list. Amaranth. Things that had nobusiness being pakoras ) Named for its parrot since. The heat caramelises the fruit and the citrus Goa
and yet, once fried, made complete sense. Between KESAR beak shape cuts straight through, in a way that surprises you
[ XX an open-minded father with strong opinions on fla- The aamras mango everysi ime. Thatiswhat is fruitsore-
vouranda illing to try anything, some- 19. KERALA markable. It belongs equally to the entirely tradi-
It was my father who introduced me to Rataul.  thinggenuinely good kept coming out of that oil. 9. MAHARASHTRA NAADAN VARIETIES tional and the completely new, withoutstrainingin
Small, intensely fragrant, almost unreasonably fla- And then there were the aam ke pakode. ALPHONSO Backyard mangoes either direction.
vourful for its size. Not as famous as Alphonso or Raw mango, light batter, hot oil. Crispy outside, India’s mostinterna- uni
Lo . ique to each
Kesar but fiercely loved by those who  the mango inside going soft and tangy and almost tionally known communit oo
know it. You soften it between your  jammy from the heat. Sour and hot and alittle sweet v ¥
palms, make asmall opening atthe  all at once. I have never found them anywhere else. 10. MAHARASHTRA 20.ASSAM The three Amrapali mangoes on my terrace
tip and drink it. No knife, nobowl, ~ The kind of dish that exists because two people, one arestill ripening as I write this. Bombai
no ceremony. He ate it the way ~ withanideaand onewithakadhai, decided tojustgo PAIRI BOMBAI They might just be the biggest Amrapali I Assam
people eat things they grew up ~ forit. Homekitchens and The Northeast’s most evereat. The planthas puteverythingit hasinto
with: fast, without explaining it to Imake them at home every season now. They are classic aamras recognised variety these three — seven years of waiting and not
anyone, as though stoppingtoad-  good but not the same. oneounce of energy wasted on anythingelse.
mire it would ruin the whole thing. ‘Whether they will be sweet or not, I do not
Every family has a food that makes a (XX ) WHICHMANGO FORWHAT know. Thatisaquestion tobe answered only
person immediately present. Rataul is once they are picked and cut open. And
mine for him. I cannot see one at a ‘Worklater took me to Bengaluru and Mumbai, and ﬁg ;ﬁg; RESH, rl?ITSBSAEZRHYA somehow, that feels right. The best things
mandi without being, briefly and  bothciti theirownstopstothe map. The Ben- Rataul, L Ch Local ripe Keral usually make you wait for the answer.
completely, backin atime whenhe  galurumemoryi i 1 ingup ataul -Langra, Chausa, ocalripe Kerala Iwilleat them quietly. Probably alone, Rataul
wasstill here. abakery, deepin recipe development, thekind of work Jardalu, Himsagar before Delhi loud Uttar Pradesh
where your palateistired and everythingstartstasti AAMRAS Somewhere between Muzaffarna-
eooeo likebutterand sugar. In the middle of all of it, my client Kesar, Pairi gar and Banaras, Ghaziabad and
handed me a Badami mango. Just like that, no pre- Delhi, Panna and Bengaluru, Kerala
Banaras is my mother’s side, ~amble. Karnataka’s quieter answer to Alphonso and, MANGO SHAKE and Bihar, mangoes stopped being
whichmeansitiswheremynani  inthatmoment, possibly the best thingIhad eaten all ORLASSI . . just a fruit I looked forward to
and nanalived, andwheresome  trip. Badami did not need the contrast to taste good. Safeda, Dasheri, Raspuri every year.
ofmymoststubbornmemories ~ Itjustdid. CHEESECAKE Theybecamethe mapitself.
‘were made. Alphonso, Amrapali - X .
Every summer, my nana eoe Kishi Arorais a Culinary
would return home carrying CAKES AND TARTS Institute of India-trained Dasheri
boxes of Langra. Before any- Kerala changed my understanding of what this Alphonso, Banganapalli chef, founder of Uttar Pradesh
one could touch them, the  fruitcould doinakitchen. PANCAKES Foodaholics, content
mangoes had to be soaked Until then, the only savoury mango I knew was my A i creator and urban
in buckets of water tocool.  mother’s cooking. Raw mango sabzi. Raw mango in mrapall gardener
As children, we found this ~ kadhi. Stuffed into a paratha. All of it deeply familiar, MANGO ICE CREAM
rule unreasonable. We allofitmade fromtheraw fruit. Theidea of cookinga Alphonso, Kesar
‘would circle those buckets i intosomethis ‘had simply never
every 20 minutes, certain  occurred tome. ThenIcame across Mambazha Pulis- GRILLING .
that collective impatience  sery. Ripe mango with coconut, yogurt and spices. It Alphonso, Banganapalli
might somehow speed sounded, frankly, like an act of chaos. Then, I tasted FRUIT SALAD Lakshmanbhog Langra
things along. It never did. it. Sweet, tangy and oddly grounding, it made thekind Himsagar, Rataul WestBengal Uttar Pradesh
When they were finally  ofqquietsense that only dishes cooked for generations
declared ready — cooland  tend to make. It also showed me how narrow my pic- MANGO SALSA -
sweet, fragrantand fibrous  tureof this fruit had been. Keralaalone has countless Banganapalli, Neelam
—thewait feltworthit.Tam  local arietie: /ingin sand AAMPANNA
wellinto andthe  knownwithin particularc ies, unnamed on Raw Totapuri
sightofaLangrastillputsme  any nationallist. India’ issomuch larger aw fotapuri
rightbackinthathouse.The  than the dozen varieties most of us can name from HINGWALAACHAR
particular quality of after- memory. Rajapuri, Totapuri
noon light. The sound of Kesar Chausa
‘water in a bucket. The spe- (XX ) RAW CHUTNEY Pairi Gujarat Uttar Pradesh
cificrestlessnessof children Raw Langra, raw Maharashtra
who have been told to be One discovery that has stayed very close: Jardalu Totapuri
patientandarechoosing, ~ from Bihar.
i nottobe. Tt ed me the first time I tasted it. MANGO JAM
Some mangoes lead with sweetness, some with tex- Pairi, Alphonso
(XX ture, some witha colour that makes a promise the fla-
vour then keeps. Jardalu announces itself through
Before scentalone. Before you have even taken a bite, some-
Delhi,  thing has already happened to you. Iloved it ~_
enough to track down a grafted sap- Sundarja Alphonso Himsagar
ling for my terrace. It Madhya Pradesh Maharashtra West Bengal
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DOWNIN
JUNGLELAND
BY RANITLAL

AUTHOR, ENVIRONMENTALIST
AND BIRD WATCHER

RANJITLAL
THEHOUR OF SILEN
Amisty dawn over Sultanpur National Park, Haryana

Nature's Tonic
& Tranquiliser

A sunset and a sunrise can evoke different
moods and habits — in birds and cities alike

THESE HAVE got to be the best parts of any day and it's
amazing how many of us miss out on them. Especially
dawn. Out of the deep indigo stillness of the night, the first
clear whistles of an early rising bird, breaks the silence, in-
formingeveryone that it has survived the night and all its
terrors and is proclaiming its rights over its territory and in-
vitinga mate tojoin it. If you are lucky enough to be in a for-
est,asudden chorus of bird song breaks out — thisis the fa-
mousdawn chorus and can lift your spirits like nothing else
can. You can only stand stockstill and listen to this orches-
tra. Soon shafts of misty sunlight are slanting their way
through the trees, lighting up the forest floor and the leaves
you notice sparkle like diamonds — either from dew or ex-
udation — that rims their edges like a coronet.

In Goa, Iwould wait for the first brilliant rays to pierce
their way through the coconut palms, and gild through the
house, pure gold, so brightly you had to move away. Skeins
ofwhite herons would fly past, on their way where the early
fishing was good.

Even in Mumbai, it was well worth watching the sun
come up over the city, usually shrouded in haze, asIlistened
to the sounds of the huge metropolis gradually waking up to

faceanotherday.
WATCHING AND Amisty dawn at Sultanpur
TAKING PHOTOS  National Park (this when there was
AS THE SUN mistand fogand not smog) shrouded
GOES DOWN - A theentire waterbody and itsislandsin
SHEET OF GOLD mauve. From the water came the res-

tive bugling of cranes, as one by one
-HAS BECOME theylined up and took offin single
APASSION file, heading no doubt for the nearby
FORMANY fields. They would be back again at

theend of the day.

Sunset evokes a different mood entirely. As the light
leaches out of the sky, the birds begin to return to their roost:
InDelhi, when sparrows were still plentiful, they would
stream into the avenue trees along with mynas and
parakeets and gibber away at the top of their voices as they
jostled for the most comfortable (and safe) roosts and
excitedly exchanged the gossip of the day. The noise would
risetoacrescendo and then suddenly as aswitch being
flipped — there would bessilence.

‘Watching and photographing the sun godown —
especially over the sea, a sheet of gold— hasbecome a
passion for many. On the beach, the crabs begin tostir,
emerging from under the sand, or their rocky crevices clat-
teringover the rocks in search of dinner. Fruit bats screech
hideously as they unfurl their leathery wings and head for
the nearest fruiting fig. Moths blur over white blooms and
then crazily orbit bright lights before crashing into them
and getting roasted. The first pinprick stars begin to flicker
assky turnstoindigo again and if you're lucky, a majestic
butter-gold moon may rise in stately fashion, from the east.

Everydawn and every dusk s different. Abrand-new
15-minute spectacle every morning and evening. Just the
tonicand tranquiliser we all need as we face yet another
hustling-bustling day, or wind down with our sundowners
when the dayis done.

How Himanshu Saini built the first and only
Indian restaurant with three Michelin stars

HeenaKhandelwal

HISHAS not been a100-ftjour-
ney,”said chef Himanshu Saini,
‘when Trésind Studio (Dubai)
won three Michelin stars last
, becoming the first Indian
restaurant in the world todoso. “Ithasbeen
amarathon for many years.” He means it in
everysense. Therestaurant tookseven years
to find its footing. The chef took longer.
Saini grew up in Sui Walangalli,aneigh-
bourhood in old Delhi, in a joint family
home of around 50 people — 20 rooms
acrossthree floors, acourtyard atthe centre,
and a store room large enough to hold the
copious quantities of food. Everything was
made from scratch: spices were ground at
home, peas shelled, papads rolled out,
pickles fermented and wheat was cleaned.
“The conversation in the house revolved
around food. What are we eating next?,” he
recalls, sitting at Tresind Mumbai recently
‘where he had come for a pop-up with Chef
Manish Mehrotraand Chef Sarfaraz Ahmed.
Saini, wholivesin Dubai, admits thathe
became a chef because he loved to eat. The
cooking came later, and initially from
necessity. “You are 10. You don’t have
money. You are hungry. What do you do?
‘You make something for yourself,” he says,
recalling how he would buy a ready-made
pizza base for Rs 10, put some sauce, veg-
etables, cheese and made himself a meal.
“Orfind aloogobhi, add some spices, sauces
and turned it into asandwich,” he adds.
Saini wasn’t academically inclined.
Beingachef, he admits, was his destiny. His
firstinterview was with Old World Hospital-
ity in Delhi, after his graduation. “As a trai-
nee, I had tospend a month each at their 18
restaurants. Sometime in the third month,
Iwas working at a largely empty restaurant
at the Manor Hotel when chef Manish
Mehrotracame from London in 2008, todo
trials forwhat would become Indian Accent.
Mehrotra left, came back two months later,
and asked for the same team. “If Thad been
inany otherkitchen at that moment, my life

Guests now know why food
in the Thar desert is built
around dairy. Because of

water scarcity. Or why
Chettinad food is so spicy.
Because the body needs to
sweat in extreme heat
would have been completely different,”
hesays.

Saini stayed there for five years; it tran-
formed him. Mehrotra used umeboshi and
soy sauce alongside Indian spices, treated
the cuisine not asafixed thingbutasaliving

one. “He introduced such an extraordinary
inventory of ingredients.” The influence ran

STRENGTHIN
FLAVOURS

deep — when Saini later went to open the  (Top) Chef

Masala Library followed by Farzi Café, the ~ Himanshu Saini, at

Indian Accent imprint on his cookingwas  Treésind Studio,

visible, and he took some criticism for it. ~ Mumbai;the

“ButitwastheonlykitchenIhad trainedin.  restaurant earned

That was what I had,” he says. its third Michelin
Initially, Saini refused tojoin the Tresind.

star last year
New York was the dream of every chef, and i
Saini was all set to leave for it when he re-
ceivedacall from BhupendraNath, founder
of Passion F&B. He initially refused but two
months later, he reached out to Nath and
joined Tresind just 12 days before its grand
launch was announced in Dubai. He walked
in, changed the entire menu, and never
looked elsewhere. The year was 2014.
Trésind Studic later,and
bornoutofaspecific frustration. Theirinitial
menu, he says, was ambitious and a bit stu-
pid. “It was an Indian menu structured on
the skeleton of a French classical tasting
menu. It drew regulars and then they
stopped returning,” he says. “In a large res-
taurant, evenagreatdish doesn’t get there-
spectitdeserveswhenit’sone of 50. Servers
sellwhatthey likeand understand —ifthey
don’t connect with a dish, they won't push
it.Ifit doesn't move fast, itsits in the kitchen

losing freshness, losingthe care it was given
inthe trial. You do a trial in controlled con-
ditions, you make the dish with complete
focus, you eat it immediately — and it’s
extraordinary. Inan a-la-cartekitchen cook-
ing 100 orders, that dish has a completely
different value,” he says.

Then, they changed the menu every
three months and with each new menuthey
changed the look of the restaurant entirely
— painting walls themselves and rethinking
the palette.

But Covid hit. The Studio shut, and re-
opened with a street food concept at Dhi-
rams 200. To his surprise, that worked. “It
wasthe mostaffordable, theleast technical,
the most comforting. We built upward from
there,” hesays.

The real turning point came with a col-
laboration. As Dubai reopened ahead of the
rest of the world, post pandemic, Saini

AKASH PATIL

started with kalonji and fennel seeds, putin
staranise, did atadka, then the strawberries
— and she was fascinated because the way
weuse truffle and caviar is how they use our
spices,” he says. The realisation that fol-
lowed was simple but consequential: The
strengthlay in what he already knew. “That
wasthe first moment where we said: Let'sgo
back, restrain ourselves, challenge ourselves
and make our life a bit more difficult than
using ingredients that are merely handy.”
‘The second turning point came in 2022.
Now holding his first Michelin star, Saini
was invited to speak at a food festival in
Croatia. There were three rooms — a 500-
seatauditorium,amediumone, and asmall
50-seat room where he was placed. Ten
people showed up. Midway through his
presentation on modern Indian food, he
stopped and asked those 10 people to name
five Indian dishes. They could not name
one. Not even butter chicken. On the flight
back, Saini kept turning over one question:
‘What was the point of calling the food mod-
ernor progressive when people had nofoun-
dation forunderstanding Indian food atall?
‘The answer to his question became Ris-
ingIndia—amenuof15dishesbuiltaround
five macro regions: the northern plains, the
Himalayan mountains, the Deccan plateau,
the coastal plains and the Thar desert —
which was part of the pop-up in Mumbai.
A 3D map of India on canvas comes to
thetableat thestart ofthemeal. The hostex-
plains the structure, returns with each new
region, and speaks only about what’s rel-
evant to the dishes coming next. A physical
tablescape stays on the table through each
section — for the Himalayas, actual rocks,
arranged carefully, lasting two courses.
“Guests leave having understood some-
thing: why Thar Desert food is built around
dairy. Because of water scarcity. Why is Chet-
tinad so spicy? Because the body needs to
sweatinextremeheat,” hesays, addingthat
he is careful about not giving them a geog-
raphy lesson butunderstanding the cuisine.
“Then they go to another Indian restaurant
with more open eyes. They understand why
there is coconut milk. They know that the
souring agent changes: vinegar in Goa,
kokum in raw mango on the

reached out to Ana Ro$, among the most
sought-after chefsin the world. She came for
atwo-day pop-up (at Trésind Studio Dubai)
and stayed for a week.

Until then, Saini had been using luxury
ingredients — caviar, truffle, wagyu — partly
because the marketseemed torequire them.
‘What Ros changed was his perspective. “T
was making a strawberry chutney — I

Andhraside.”

Before leaving, we ask if he could say
anything to that young boy making pizza
from a ready-made base, he smiles before
saying: “Trust your destiny, work hard.
‘When I was in college, people used to say
work smart, not hard. I always said the op-
posite. Smartness takes you ahead in the
short term. Hard work takes you forever.”

Howsocietyis aninvi

When children feel truly seen, the brain
responds, neural pathways strengthen

SLICEOFLIFE
BY SUVIRSARAN

CHEF, AUTHOR, EDUCATOR
AND WORLD TRAVELLER

CHILDREN ARE DR SHALINI MULLICK, a neuroscientist

NOT ASKING and amother, had shared a private collec-
ADULTSTO tion of essays she had written over the
years — meditations on parenting, neuro-
PREDICT THEIR science and identity. Reading them, I real-
FUTURE. THEY ised that science has quietly begun prov-
ARE ASKINGFOR  ing what the best parents have always
ENOUGH SAFETY  practised: love is not merely an emotion.
TODISCOVERIT Itis an environment.
THEMSELVES Her essay, ‘Parental Love: From Poetry

toBiology’, begins with ordinary moments
thatalter extraordinarylives. A child dares
todreamaloud. Anotheris gently corrected
into conformity. A sentence here. Asilence
there. The smallest interactions begin
sculpting neural pathways, emotional re-
silience and a lifelong sense of belonging.
Childhood, she writes, is not remembered
onlyby the heart. Itis recorded by the brain.

As I read her words, I found myself
travelling backwards. When relatives and

teachers suggested my lisp should be cor-
rected, my mother refused. “This is his
voice,” she said, “Thisis hisidentity.” When
others worried that I spoke too little, she
smiled, “He understands everything. Heis
simply taking his time,” she would say.

Looking back, I realise how extraordi-
nary that was. She never confused differ-
ence with deficiency. She never mistook
quietness for failure. She trusted thatident-
ity unfolds at its own pace.

Longbefore neuroscience began speak-
ingofneural plasticity and emotional regu-

SUVIRSARAN
lation, my mother understood something
farsimplerand perhaps far wiser: children
bloom; they do not need tobe forced open.

Buteven homes filled with remarkable
love exist insi ieties thatarestill learn-
inghow tolove.

Igrew up in India during the 1970s and
1980s, carrying a truth I could feel long be-
fore I possessed the language to express it.
Iknew I was different. I did not know why.
There were nostories that resembled mine,
no public conversations that offered re-
assurance, no mirrors reflecting back the

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Parenting can be
something gentler

possibility that a child like me could grow
into a happy, healthy adult.

Home embraced me. Society had not
yet learnt how. That distinction has taken
me decades to understand. For years I
thought something inside me had frac-
tured. Today I know something else
had simply not yet formed: the world’s
vocabulary.

Mullick writes that children flourish
when they are not merely protected but
recognised. Affection matters, but recogni-
tion matters just as deeply. When children
feel truly seen, the brain responds. Neural
pathways strengthen. Confidence grows.
Curiosity expands. When important parts
of the self remain unnamed, they do not
disappear. They retreat quietly, waiting for
language, safety and belonging.

Like so many children, Ibecame an edi-
tor of myself. Not because my parents
asked me to, but because the world gently
suggested I'should. Ilowered my laughter.
Softened my gestures.

Children learn astonishingly early what
earns approval and what attracts discom-
fort. They begin pruning themselves long
before they understand why. Society be-
comes an invisible editor, quietly marking
certain parts of their identity for revision.

Yet through all of it, my mother re-
mained constant. She did not always have
answers. She could not have. The questions
themselves had barely entered public con-
versation. But she possessed something
more valuable than certainty. She pos-
sessed trust. She trusted that I would be-
come whoIneeded tobecome. She trusted
that love did not require complete under-

mine. Research now tells us what instinct
sometimes knew generations ago: The de-
veloping brain does not need constant cor-
rection nearly as much as it needs consist-
ent connection. Children are not asking
adults to predict their future. They are
asking for enough safety to discover
itthemselves.

For generations, we believed parenting
meant shaping children into predeter-
mined identities. Now we are beginning to
understand that perhaps parenting is
something gentler.

AsTlook back today, I no longer see my
story simply as that of a gay child growing
upinIndia.Iseeitasthestoryofevery child

h sensed they i be-
fore they knew how to explain why. The
childwholearnsdifferently. The child who
speaks differently. The child whose heart
or mind refuses the categories waiting
for them.

Identity has many languages. Belonging
should speakevery one of them. A different
way of parenting can change a child’s fu-
ture. Perhaps, that is how societies evolve.
Not only through laws or landmark judg-
ments, but through living rooms. Through
dinner tables. Through parents willing to
pause before they pronounce. To listen
before they label. To wonder before
they worry.

Today, Ithinkless about the nightsIlay
awake questioning who I was and more
about the remarkable woman who never
questioned whether I was worthy of being
loved. That was my inheritance.

Love is not measured by how success-
fully we shape children into our image. It
i howcc eallow

standing in order to remain it
Reading Mullick, I realised science has
finally begun catching up with motherslike

them to discover their own. The brain re-
members that. The heart never forgetsit.
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Actor Ali Fazal on playing a cop in
Raakh, balancing Hollywood and Indian
projects, fatherhood and why stories
continue to guide his career

Alaka Sahani

HEN ACTOR Ali Fazal
was offered the recently-
released series Raakh,
his first instinct was to
say no. After being part of
theintense world of Mirzapur for three sea-
sons, the actor was at the time eager toshift
his focus back to movies rather than com-
mit to yet another long-format project.
There was also a practical hurdle: Raakh’s
shooting schedule overlapped with that of
Mirzapur. Physically, too, he was in the
wrongplace. The actor had bulked up tore-
prise his role as Guddu Bhaiya, a body-
builder-turned-gangster in Mirzapur and
looked far more muscular than the unas-
suming cop he was to play in Raakh.
Eventually, the film’s schedule got
pushed and Fazal joined the cast of Raakh.
He found the script “deeply cathartic”.
“Raakh’s writing is nuanced and it never
demanded  that
larger-than-life por-
trayalwhereacopis
bashing up people
around him,” Fazal
says about his char-
acter Jayprakash
Jatav, a sub-inspec-
tor who wants to
work his way up on
merit, even as he
navigates the limi-
tations of the “claus-
trophobic” system.
Currently stream-
ing on Prime Video,
Raakh is an eight-episode crime series set
inthelate-1970s’ Delhi and fictionalises the
1978 Ranga-Billa case.
Though Fazal has, by his own admis-
sion, worked on “a beautiful but slightly

My instinet

In thelast few years, I don’t
think I have travelled
anywhere where Indians
haven’t recognised me from
Mirzapur.In New Zealand
too, people immediately
recognised me because
of the show

white kurta-pyjamas and marigold-yellow
cap at a suburban hotel for this interview.
Much before Mirzapur, the series
streaming on Prime Video, gave a boost to
his career and brought him into people’s
homes, he grabbed the audience’s atten-
tion as the sensitive Joy Lobo of 3 Idiots
(2009) and, later, with Fukrey (2013). “Inthe
last six or seven years, I don’t think I have
travelled anywhere where Indians haven’t
recognised me from Mirzapur. We recently
went to New Zealand and even there
people immediately recognised me be-
cause of the show,” says Fazal, who grew up
in Lucknow, studied at Dehradun’s The
Doon School, and later graduated in econ-
omics from Mumbai’s St Xavier’s College.
His next, Mirzapur: The Movie, is sched-
uled torelease in theatres on September 4.
Today, Fazal mostly chooses his projects
based on his instinct and its intent. “If my
name can helpa film get made orsold, then
I have a responsibility to think carefully
about who is direc-
ting it, producing it
and whether I'm
genuinely bringing
something unique
to the role. I have
even turned down
scripts that I loved
because I felt
another actor could
dothemjustaswell.
IfIdon’t feel I can
contribute some-
thing distinctive, I
would rather step
aside,” says the
actor, who is excited about an Indian pro-
ject he is starting soon. “It’s a comedy and
has a completely fresh team. It tells a rel-
evantstory,” he says, adding that he will be
able toshare specific details afteramonth.

crazy mix” of projects so far, these days he
is more selective because his time is di-
vided between Indian films, international
projects and his family. After being part of
several talked-about international films
such as Victoria & Abdul (2017) and Death
on the Nile (2022), he has been focusing
more on working in India because people
had started assuming that he doesn’t live
inIndiaanymore. “Idolive here and Iwant
tokeeptelling Indian stories. There’ssome
extraordinary work being made right now,
and we should celebrate it,” he says. Brav-
ing the Mumbai monsoon, he arrives in

ingafathertoZuneyraldaFazal,
bornin 2024, too hasinfluenced his choices.
“It'salmost like an entirely new universear-
rives in your home. Iam someone who be-
lieves in the divine, so becoming a parent
definitely changes your perspective. Maybe
I read scripts differently now. Fatherhood
has certainly made me want to approach
life, and perhaps my work, a little more re-
sponsibly,” shares Ali, who loves reading
Star Child by Claire Nivola to his daughter
these days. “We try to surround Zuni with
books because we are avoiding screen time
asmuch as possible,” he adds.

Expanding his career beyond acting,
Fazal co-founded Pushing Buttons Studios
with his wife-actor Richa Chadha, in 2021
and produced Girlswill be Girls. The Shuchi
Talati’s feature, which premiered at the
Sundance Film Festival 2024, won two
major 1d 1ed atsev-
eral major film festivals. Talking about
“championing Indian cinema”, he says,
“We're nothing without our stories. When-
everlamonaglobal platform representing
India, I never differentiate between indus-
tries. I speak about Indian cinema as a
whole,” says Fazal. Citing the success of
Academy Award-winning films such as
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Parasite (2019) and Anora (2024), he be-
lieves, independent films now have agenu-
ine chance totravel through festivals, reach
international distributors and win awards.

Beingonthesetis “meditative” for Fazal.
“While shooting, I am focused only on the
project and my family,” he says. When he is
notworking, hereadsalot. “Now, my reading
has slowed down. Richa recently saw me
reading the same book that I started some
time back and joked, ‘You're still on this
one?,” helaughs.

He recently loved reading South Korean
writer Han Kang’s Greek Lessons. “It’s very
different from The Vegetarian but equally
beautiful initsown way. Atthe moment, 'm
reading Decoding the Quran: A Unique Sufi
Interpretation. It approaches the Quran
throughaSufilens, whichIfind fascinating.
Thave also been meaning toread Arundhati
Roy’s Mother Mary Comesto Me.”

Itis evident that as an artiste, his inter-
estsarediverse —thatextendsto the kind
of characters he wants to portray. “I would
happily do a John Wick-style action film
next. I would also love to act in a science-
fiction or historical film. And yes, we are
overdue for a truly memorable romance.
Greatlovesstories are difficult because they
depend so much on emotional honesty,”
says Fazal, who is learning screenwriting
and collaborating with a friend to develop
asuperhero film. “Itis unlike anything we
have seen before. Idon’t know when it will
be ready, but it's exciting.”

TH FSED
JREEN

ADoyenne
of Details

How Vijaya Bai's restrained practice
shaped modern Indian theatre

ACTTHREE
Veteran theatre director Vijaya Mehta passed away on July 1

Manvita Baradi

WITH THE passing of Vijaya Mehta or Vijaya Bai (at 92), as
we knew her, Indian theatre haslost not only a great direc-
tor, actor and thinker, but also a teacher whose quiet pres-
ence opened up anew world of theatrical understanding.

Ihad the opportunity of training under Vijaya Bai in
1995, under the Young Directors Scheme by the Sangeet
Natak Akademi, Delhi. Emerging theatre directors from
across the country were selected for amonth-longresiden-
tial workshop at Sanskriti enclave in Delhi. Chari bhai from
Vadodaraand, from Ahmedabad, were among those se-
lected from Gujarat.

The workshop had been designed in week-long modules
by director BV Karanth. Around 30 young directors trained
under some of the most significant names of the time, in-
cluding Vijaya Mehta, KN Panikkar, Habib Tanvir and the
younger Anamika Haksar. Each of them brought a distinct
artistic universe. Listening to their journeys, inquiries,
understanding of performance and reading of the theatre
scenario inIndia, gave uslifelonglearning.

Vijaya Bai’s focus was realism. She spoke to us about her
work on Wada Chirebandi(0ld Stone Mansion), Mahesh
Elkunchwar’s seminal Marathi play, which she had directed
in1984. The play, alandmark of modern Indian theatre, ex-
plores the decay of a feudal joint-family system in rural Ma-
harashtra. What stayed with me was the way Vijaya Bai’s
process of entering its world. She spoke about studying the
rural context, observing each character, understanding
mannerisms, silences and movements. She believed thata

realistic production should make
WEHAD READ the audience feel they were watch-
ABOUTDIFFERENT  inglife through akeyhole. Her
THEORIES. BUT intimate, truthful, detailed
WHEN VIJAYA BAI apprgachstillrerfnainslwith me.

This was our first close

SPOKEABOUT encounter with realismas aliving
SPACE, GESTURE, practice. We had read (Russian
STILLNESS, THEY theatre practitioner) Konstantin
CAME ALIVE Stanislavski and other theories.
But when the veteran director
spoke about space, gesture, stillness, the movement of ac-
tors, the rhythm of domestic life and the smallest habits of
acharacter, the theory came alive. My own training had
been shaped by abstract and stylised theatre, first through
the work of my father, Hasmukh Baradi and, later, through
my own engagement with dance, movement and non-real-
istic forms. Vijaya Bai opened up a different world that was
theatrical but built with restraint.

There was also a personal warmth in our relationship. I
was around the same age as her daughter Anahita. Perhaps
that’s why Vijaya Bai took a liking to me. I found in hera
teacherand a mentor. Later, whenever I visited Mumbai, I
met her at the National Centre for the Performing Arts,
where she was director.

Conversations with her were deeply formative. She
spoke about the need for theatre spaces to be designed with
care and about the backstage being as important as the
stage. Artists, she would say, need quiet, dignity and prep-
aration before they can enter their roles. That insight has
stayed with me.

Vijaya Bai belonged to a generation that shaped mod-
ernIndian theatre with seriousness, rigour and grace. She
raised the standards of those who came near her, often
without raising her voice. For me, she will remain the
teacher who showed that theatre lives in the details,
spaces, discipline and in the invisible preparation behind
avisible performance.

Manvita Baradiis an architect, urban planner and theatre practitioner

Singer Deepali Sahay, whose soulfull voice in Main Vaapas Aaunga s finding acclaim, on leaving Bollywood, finding Bhojpurifolk, her two-decadejourney and being discovered by AR Rahman

RbARED

Suanshu Khurana

THERE IS a wistfulness that moves
through Tere paas main, composer AR
Rahman and lyricist Irshad Kamil's poign-
ant ditty in Imtiaz Ali’s Main Vaapas
Aaunga. But what makes the song compel-
ling, especially in the increasingly forget-
table Hindi film music landscape of today,
is that it lingers after the fade-out: still the
hallmark of a great song.

Set to the serenity of oft-explored raag
‘Yaman, the longing of t isdeftl:

toanational audience, inturn bringinglong
overdueattention toamusician who began
her career two decades ago in popular real-
ity show Indian Idol and made it to the Top
7.But Terepaas main has catapulted Sahay
to another kind of fame: the song is inspir-
ing numerous covers on social media.
“People dream of this. An artiste always
craveswarmth from her audience. But fora
Bollywood fan like me, tobea partof thisin-
dustry initselfis overwhelming. Thentobe
called inby MrRahmantosing... Believe me,
Ididn’texpect this. ButI'mabsolutely loving
what hashappened,” says Sahay, whoacted
in daily soaps besides promoting Bhojpuri
folk music on her YouTube channel before
anunexpected call from Rahman’steamon
January 6, herbirthday aswell asRahman'’s.
The wanted “to try out” her

chored in the hope that, torn apart by Parti-
tion, they mightjust find each other one day.
Even if logic suggests otherwise. With no
catchy hook or a hard beat drop — a norm
inthe reverse-engineered songs of today —
the emotional pull of Tere paas main has
translated into much traction online, with
listeners left misty-eyed in cinema halls.
At the centre of the song’s emotional
landscape is 37-year-old singer Deepali
Sahay, whose nuanced rendition has given
the piece an emotional gravitas. The song
hasal introduced Mumbai-| 1Saha

voice. “He had followed me on Instagram.
That’swhat told me that he may have liked
my voice,” says Sahay, who went to Chen-
nai a month later. She was briefed on the
story of Ali’s Partition saga and the separ-
ation of two lovers before she recorded at
the Oscar-winning composer’s home stu-
dio in Kodambakkam. “He sang and I re-
peated. Once the song was in me, he asked
me to sing the way I wanted to sing it. He
never asked me what I had done in life be-
fore this or if T had any recording experi-
ence. How empowering is it to hear a
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Deepali Sahay (left); with AR Rahman

composer of his stature not have you ask
any questions,” says Sahay.

For Mumbai-based Sahay, however, this
moment of success has come after nearly
two decades of pursuing music away from
the glare of mainstream recognition. Grow-
ingupin Patnaamid fi i

was crooning Aye malik tere bande hum,
herschool prayer in the next room. Thisled
Sahay to a few music teachers in Patna,
who taught her the basics of classical
music. There was also the steady diet of
golden oldies on the radio. Just before her
12thboard exam: 1ay auditioned for Inn-

petition, her joint family was sure that
“ladki UPSC nikaalegi”. That Sahay was
academically bright, helped. That she
could sing was discovered by her mother,
who thought that someone was singing on
the radio when Sahay, only a toddler then,

dian Idol. Her stint on the reality show gave
her recognition and prompted a move to
Mumbai to be a playback singer. A musi-
cian from the show’s band introduced her
to composer Monty Sharma at Yash Raj
Studios, a meeting she remembers as a

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

dream come true. “But days later this musi-
cianwanted a foreign national tostay at my
apartment for three months. I was ex-
pected to return the favour,” says Sahay,
who decided towalk away from Bollywood.
“I knew this was just the beginning,” she
says. “If I agreed once, the compromises
wouldn’tend there.”

At this point, she got an acting assign-
ment, aBhojpurishow, Badki Malkain. The
money was good and Sahay didn’t want to
refuse. But she was not taught Bhojpuri at
home and “consciously kept away from my
mothertongue”. “Even though elders spoke
Bhojpuri, we were told it always had vulgar
connotations due to raunchy cinema and
music. I was asked to work on my spoken
English by my progressive parents, getedu-
cated and leave Bihar,” says Sahay, whodid-
n’t find anything lewd in the script. The
show eventually became quite popular in
Purvanchal and Bhojpuri-speaking parts of
Biharand Jharkhand. “Iwasreally attracted
to the language. It felt extremely sweet,”
says Sahay, who also studied direction at
Filmand Television Institute of India (FTII).

Ittook Sahay about eight yearsto realise
that while many artistes from Bihar had
found success in Bollywood, few were
working to reclaim Bhojpuri’s rich musical
heritage, which was now overshadowed by
sexually explicit songs. She turned to tra-

ditional Bhojpuri folk, hopingto “challenge
the stereotypes surrounding it”. Through
simple, self-produced videos, first with
journalist Neelesh Misra’s Gaon Connec-
tion and later on her YouTube channel
Bhojpuri Classics with Deepali Sahay, she
began to revisit folk forms such as sohar,
kajri, vivah geet and Chhat songs, while
also introducing audiences to forgotten
Bhojpuri film classics once sung by Lata
Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle and Manna Dey.
“Theideawastorestore the respect the lan-
guage deserves. If I can talk in English and
still relate to Bhojpuri, I was going to make
peoplerelate toit. Iwanted togive it the dig-
nity it deserved,” says Sahay.

It was one of her devi geet videos that
eventually found its way to Rahman, who
shared it with Kamil and Ali on WhatsApp,
setting in motion a chain of events that
bridged the gap between Sahay’sworld and
mainstream Hindi cinema. The result, Tere
paas main, has made Sahay more than just
a familiar name. It has made an audience
understand thatthe voice behind one of the
'year’s most moving songs was nurtured by
folk music and its storytelling traditions.
Perhapsthat is where Sahay draws her emo-
tional depth for a composition that con-
tinues to resonate with the audience.

As for newer offers, Sahay eagerly
awaits her next song.
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Trisha Mukherjee

ASTMONTH, Aban Raza was in
Landour. The month before that
in Aurangabad. Or was it last
year? She can't recall the exact
timeline. There were also Faiza-
bad and Allahabad. Between the constant
travelling and painting, the last few years
blur. Theonly thingsheis cer-
tainofisher next destinati

“These are places that have, or are pro-
posed to have, been renamed,” says Raza,
about her ongoing yet-to-be-titled series,
prompted by an urge todocument the “slow
erasure” of India’s history.

Mughal Sarai became Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Nagar. Aurangabad, Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar. Faizabad, Ayodhya,
and Allahabad, Prayagraj. More names —
Hyderabad, Hoshangabad — in faded ink
and pinned on a board give away that she
has been thinking about this revisionism
well before she put brush to canvas in 2023.

She began with landmarks in Delhi —
the Mughal Gardens and Aurangzeb Road.
But the lead up to her solo exhibition last
year, Nothing Alien is Human to Me, that
documented protest sites and the people
wholead them, putabrief pausein the series
that resumed only in early 2025.

“After Chhaava released, Right-wing
bodies wanted to break Aurangzeb’s tomb
in Aurangabad,” recalls the artist. She was
in Delhi at the time and rushed to the site
afraid it may be lost forever. “Thankfully,
they couldn’tentersinceitisan ASIsite,”she
says, adding that painting Aurangabad was
more about preserving the place but the
incident did give her series anewlease oflife.

In her Noida home-cum-studio, she is
flanked by a towering canvas — sketched
onbutbarely painted, with only a few green
strokes. “Thisis Landour,” she says. “It has
been proposed to be renamed as Ramgir.
The other instances seemed like commu-
nal decisions, but Landour shows their
problem with all things British as well.
Good, bad or ugly, all of this is part of our ci-
vilisational history, and I feel the need to
document these places before they cease to
exist as we know them,” adds the artist,

Good, bad or ugly, all of this
(heritage) is part of our civilisational
history,and I feel the need to
document these places before they
cease to exist as we know them
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by Aban Raza
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A Keeper ol Memory

From Aurangabad to Mughal Sarai and Landour,
Aban Raza turns witness to an altering nationscape

whose oil paintings are priced upwards of
Rs2.5lakh.

There is a conspicuous urgency about
Raza'sworkin theway it chronicles contem-
porary India with the abstract distortion of
German Expressionism. But what drawsthe
viewer in is the fact that it’s the artist that
drivestheart, not the other way round; arar-
ity in an increasingly commercialised art
world. Raza’s voice, ideology and personal-
ity are all palpable in her work, much of
which has been shaped by her early
exposure to and subsequent work
with the Safdar Hashmi Memorial
Trust, which included visiting protest
sites since the age of three.

Arecently finished oil painting that
sitsinher living room, is proof. On the
large-scale canvas, she recreates the
annual celebration of the Mahad Sa-
tyagraha — BR AmbedKkar burnt the
Manusmriti in Maharashtra’s Mahad

GAJENDRA YADAV

in1927. “Idon’t know where or when it will
be exhibited but I witnessed the moment
last December and knew I had to paint it. I
am quite proud of this work,” she says.

Raza’sclarity ofpurpose 1s also evu:lent

It's Not All Black & White

‘A home should tell your story and art is one of the most
personalways to do that. Beit a painting, a sculpture crafted
by alocal artisan or a photograph that brings back memories,
art adds character and meaning to everyday spaces

HOME

EDIT @@

CURATED BY SHINY VARGHESE

Kapil Aggarwal

CHOOSE WHAT You Love

DO: Pick pieces that speak to you emo-
tionally. The best art is often the one that
sparksa memory, startsa conversation or

imply makes

DON'T: Buy something ji )ust because n
is fashionable or matches the latest trend.
A home feels authentic when it reflects
your personality, not what’s popular at
the moment.

GiveArt the Space It Deserves

DO: Consider the size of the artwork and
the wall where it will be displayed. A well-
placed piece can anchoraroomand become
anatural focal point.

DONT:Squeeze large artworksintosmall
corners or scatter tiny pieces across expan-
sive walls. Art needs breathing room to
be appreciated.

Think Beyond Paintings

DO:Exploredifferent formsof artisticex-
pression such as ceramics, textiles, hand-

in her career

in2013 aftera BFA! (Pamung} and anMFA
(Printmaking), both from Delhi’s College
of Art, butshe secured: representauonwnm
Galerie Mi dani and her
first solo, Luggage, People and a Little
Space only in 2020.

Even as she dabbled in teaching,

filmmakingand research workto pay
thebills, she never felt tempted totry
atrans-disciplinary installation

practice that dominates the con-

temporary Indian art scene. She

admits wanting to work with
printmaking more often but that’s
about it. Oil and printmaking — that
sheis certain of.

crafted object: These
layers often make a home feel richer and
‘more personal.

DON'T: Limit art to framed pieces alone.
Some of the most memorable spaces cel-
ebrate creativity in unexpected ways.

Consider a Wall Mural

DO: Treat a mural as an integral part of
the room rather than a decorative back-
drop. The artwork should respond to the
scale, function and character of the space.
Keep the surrounding furniture, materials
and colours relatively restrained so the
mural can become the focal point. Con-
sider sight lines as well — a mural is most
effective when it can be experienced from

key viewpoints within the room.

DON'T: Place a mural on every available
wall or compete with it through excessive
patterns, artwork or decorative accessories.
Avoid selecting highly trend-driven ima-
gery that may feel dated within a few years.
Amural should enhance the architecture,
notoverwhelmit.

Let Lighting Complete
the Picture

DO: Use lighting to highlight artworks
and bring out their texture, colour and

"SPACES ARCHITECTS@KA

detail. The right light can completely
change how a piece is experienced.

DON'T: Place valuable artworks where
they are exposed to harsh sunlight for long
periods, as this can cause fading over time.

Support Craft and
Local Talent

DO: Look for works by local artists and
artisans. Handmade pieces often carry
stories, traditions and craftsmanship that
add depth toahome.

DON'T: Fill every space with mass-
produced decorative items that lack a
personal connection.

Kapil Aggarwal is principal architect, Spaces
Architects@KA. His works include the
UNESCO-awarded restoration of Haveli
Dharampura in Old Delhi

Neil Patil
Founder, COO & CTO, Veena World

neil@veenaworld.com

7 elaunched the Trans-Si

\\ an Explorer tour a few weeks

ago, and for the better part
of two months before that, along with
the team, | was buried in maps of a
part of the world most Indian
travellers never really think about.
Mongolia, Siberia, the Russian Far
East, the old Soviet rail network that
cuts across eight time zones.

Itis the kind of research that pulls
you sideways constantly, because
every region up there borders three
others you didn’t plan to look at. That
is how Uzbekistan kept showing up. It
isn't on the Trans-Siberian route. It
has nothing te do with the railway,
technically. But it kept appearing in
every adjacent search, every old Silk
Road map, every conversation about
Central Asia | had while building the
route for something else entirely.

After the fourth or fifth time, I
stopped treating it as a distraction and
started actually looking ar it properly.
Uzbekistan barely registers on the
Indian traveller's map right now. It
isn'tin the Goa-Bali-Thailand
isn't in the Europe
conversation, it isn't even really in the
“offbeat” conversation the way
Georgia or Armenia have started to be,

And this is the very gap that [ want
to talk about today, There is a version
of Central Asia sitting right there, two
and a half hours by direct flight from
parts of India, that most of us have
simply never been told to look at.
‘What Changed

Until a few years ago, Uzbekistan
was genuinely difficult to visit.

Visas were a process, the tourist
infrastructure was thin, and getting
there meant a clumsy connection
through somewhere else. Today,
Indians still need a visa. The differ-
ence is that it's now an e-visa, not a
trip to an embassy.

You apply online, upload a scan of
your passport, pay the fee, and the
approval usually comes back in two to
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three working days. That's a meaning-
ful change from a process that used to
involve actual paperwork and
patience. Flights have caught up too.

Delhi and Mumbai both have direct
flights to Tashkent, a little over two
and a half hours in the air, which is
shorter than flying to most of Europe.
IndiGo, Air India, and Uzbekistan
Airways all fly the route, And just a
few months ago, Air India struck a
codeshare with Uzbekistan Airways
covering Delhi, Mumbai, and a
seasonal Goa service, with
through-checked baggage and onward
connections to Samarkand, Bukhara,
and Khiva built into a single ticket.

That's the kind of connectivity
upgrade that usually shows up
after a destination has already
become popular, not before. Here,
it's arrived early.

The infrastructure on the ground
has followed the same curve. Old
caravanserais, the merchant guest-
houses that lined the Silk Road, have
been converted into genuinely good
boutique hotels. English-speaking
guides aren't hard to find anymore.
None of this existed in any reliable
way a decade ago. It exists now, and
the result is a country that is apen,
accessible, and still almost completely
uncrowded by the standards of
anywhere this historically significant.

That last part is the one that
actually changes how I think about
timing. [ have stood at enough major
heritage sites around the world to
know what a UNESCO site looks like
once it has been "discovered”, you are
sharing it with three tour buses and a
queue. Samarkand's central square, by
most accounts, still isn't there yet.
That window doesn't usually stay
open for long once a destination starts
trending, and Uzbekistan is right on
the edge of it.

Samarkand

Samarkand is the name most
people have vaguely heard, usually
attached to the words “Silk Road”
without much else behind it. The
reason it has held that reputation for
centuries is the Registan, a square
framed on three sides by three
enormous madrassas built between
the 1420s and the 1660s. | have read
several travel writers try to describe it
and then admit the description
undersells it, which is usually a sign
that a place is actually worth the trip
rather than just well-photographed.

The three madrassas each have
their own character. The Sher-Dor is
the unusual one, it has mosaics of
tigers and human faces on its facade,
which is genuinely rare in Islamic
architecture, a tradition that almost
always avoids figurative imagery.
Someone broke that rule here a few
centuries ago, and nobady seems to
fully agree on why.

If the Registan is the postcard,
Shah-i-Zinda is the place | would
actually send someone who wants to
feel something rather than just
photograph it. It's a street of royal
tombs built up over several centuries,
with tile work in blues, greens, and
turquoises that genuinely looks too
precise to have been done by hand.
It's less restored than the main
square, which gives it a rougher,
more honest feel.

There's a difference between a
monument that has been polished for
visitors and one that has simply
survived, and Shah-i-Zinda sits closer
to the second category.

Gur-e-Amir, the tomb of the
conqueror Timur, is smaller but worth

the hour. Its ribbed turquoise dome is
one of those architectural details that
quietly travelled, you can trace its
influence forward through mosques in
Istanbul and all the way to the Taj
Mahal in Agra. It’s a strange thing to
stand in front of a 15th-century tomb
in Central Asia and recognise the
bones of a building you grew up
seeing on an Indian rupee note.

Bukhara

Samarkand wins on sheer specta-
cle, but if | had to choose where to
actually spend an extra night, | would
pick Bukhara without much hesita-
tion. Samarkand’s old city, for all its
grandeur, increasingly exists for
visitors. Bukhara's old city is still a
place people live in,

Laundry hangs out to dry two
streets from a 900-year-old minaret.
Shopkeepers run businesses that have
nothing ro do with tourism at all. That
lived-in quality is harder to fake and
harder to find once a heritage city tips
fully into being a museum.

The Kalon Minaret anchors the
place. It was built in 1127, and there’s

astory, possibly true, possibly just
good storytelling passed down for
eight centuries, that when Genghis
Khan's forces destroyed Bukhara in
1220, he looked up at the minaret and
ordered it spared, the only structure
he is said to have ever shown that
respect to. True or not, the minaret is
still standing nine hundred years
later, which is its own kind of proof,

My favourite detail, though, is
Lyabi-Hauz, a 17th-century pool in
the centre of the old city, ringed by
mulberry trees and open-air teahous-
es. In the evenings, the day-trippers
leave and the square fills with families
instead, kids running around, older
men playing chess over tea that takes
longer to finish than the game does.
It's the kind of place that tells you
more about a country in twenty guiet
minutes than Most monuments
manage in an hour.

Khiva

Khiva is the one people are most
tempted to skip, mostly because it's
the hardest to reach, a 30-minute taxi
from the nearest airport at Urgench,
or a long overland leg from Bukhara.
Skipping it would be a mistake. The
inner walled city, Ichon-Qala, is one of
the most completely preserved
historic urban centres anywhere in
the world. The walls, minarets,
mosques, and old caravanserais are all
still standing, intact enough that the
whole place can feel almost too
perfectly preserved to be real.

The detail that stuck with me is the
Kalta Minor, a short, squat, deliberate-
ly unfinished turquoise minaret. It
was meant to be the tallest minaret in
the world, until the khan who
commissioned it died mid-construc-
tion in 1855 and nobody ever picked
the project back up. It has sat there,
half-built, for a hundred and seventy
years, and somehow looks more
striking for being incomplete than
most finished monuments manage.

A country worth its own trip

None of this connects to the
Trans-Siberian Explorer in any direct
sense, and I want to be honest about
that rather than force a link that isn't
there. What it does tell me is
something about how research works,
and maybe about how discovery
works for travellers generally.

You go looking for one thing, in
this case a railway through Siberia,
and you stumble into a country that
has quietly opened its doors, fixed
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its infrastructure, and still has its
biggest square nearly empty on a
Tuesday morning. That combination,
genuine history, real accessibility, and
very little competition for your
attention while you are standing in
front of it, doesn't last forever once
word gets out.

1'went looking for a train through
Mongolia. | came back with a country
I now want to send people to before
everyone else figures out,

Know the Unknown

As you have probably figured out
by now, | love doing research. We
launched flight bookings on veena-
waorld.com this past week, and going
down that particular rabbit hole,
looking at routes all over the world, is
how | came across this one.

Take off from Sydney at lunchtime.
Land in Los Angeles at breakfast. Same
day. You read that correctly. You fly
through the night for roughly fourteen
hours across the Pacific, and you
touch down in LA earlier on the clock
than when you left Sydney. You arrive
before you departed.

Itisn't a trick. Somewhere over the
acean, the flight crosses the Interna-
tienal Date Line, and you effectively
get an entire day handed back to you.
Los Angeles runs about seventeen
hours behind Sydney, so for the length
of that flight, you are more or less
flying backwards through time. It's
the closest thing to a real rewind
button I have come across in this job.

If you can think of another route
that plays the same trick, write in and
tell me. I'm always looking for the
next one, See you next week...

Email: travel@veenaworld.com
Toll-Free: 1800 313 5555
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