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Iron-Man Sardar Patel’s
resolve is our inspiration

Salute the Bravehearts
who keep the nation united

Shri Narendra Modi

Hon’ble Prime Minister

Rashtriyva Ekta Diwas
31*t OCTOBER, 2026

COME TO EKTA NAGAR, GUJARAT

Join the grand parade alongside the Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to honour the valour, courage and supreme sacrifice of the
Central Armed Police Forces and State Police Forces who

have made India Naxal-free.

Key Highlights of the Parade

Parade by the Central Armed Police Forces and
State Police Forces engaged in anti-Naxal operations

Parade by the Anti-Naxal Canine Squad

Vibrant Tableaux - concept designs by people

A theatrical performance by tribal artists
on the theme of a Naxal-free India

A cultural programme presented by 5,000 artists

A band performance by students

A national motorcycle rally spreading
the message of fight against drugs

A grand fireworks display
Floral tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel by

Hon'ble Prime Minister at 9:00 AM, followed by the
telecast of the parade on DD News from 5:30 PM

CBC 19101/13/0029/2627
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; accommodation scan, or visit -
Jrosemnzen | EENYEE rgshtriyaektadiwas.com - -
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USscraps G20
group photoafter
Europeans object
tobeingpictured
withLavrov

Associated Press
Atlanta, October 30

THE US scrapped plans for a
photo of top diplomats of the
Group of 20 largest world econ-
omies on the opening day of
talks Friday as several Euro-
peans objected to being photo-
graphed with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and
threatened to walk out of the
photo session.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio decided to cancel the
photo after determining that
the controversy would beadis-
traction, according to two US
officials, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity due to the
sensitivity of the matter.

The meeting in Atlanta,
whichwill otherwisegoahead as
planned, ismeanttoset thestage
foraG20leaders’ summithosted
by President Donald Trump at
his Miami golf clubin December.

Before the photo disagree-
ment, some G20 countries had
already expressed concern that
the USinvited Russiaduring its
heightened attacks on Ukraine.

That is especially after
Trump pushed ties with
Ukraine to new lows by waiving
fresh sanctions on Moscow and
temporarily limiting logistical
and intelligence assistance.

PRESIDENT RESTORES PREVIOUSLY CANCELLED IOWA, KANSAS RALLIES, ADDS 20 VIRTUAL APPEARANCES

Ahead of midterms, Trump steps
uplegal action againstkey states

Justice Dept - ﬁles
election lawsuit,
subpoenas officials
over ‘illegal’ voting

Reuters
Washington,October 30

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
stepped up legal efforts that
could help his fellow Republi-
cans challenge results in next
week's midterm congressional
election, and scrambled his
schedule for the campaign's
final days on Friday, restoring
planned rallies he had
scrapped a day earlier.

Early voting outpaced 2022
totals for the November 3 con-
test in which nonpartisan ana-
lysts believe Trump's Republi-
cans are likely to lose their
current majority in the US
House of Representatives, with
control of the Senate expected
tobe hard fought.

‘The Trump administration
pushed forward inlegal casesin
Alaska, home to a Senate con-
test that may play a pivotal role
in determining the majority,
and California, which histori-

President Donald Trump ata campaign rally at the Shoemaker Center
in Ohio University Chillicothe on Thursday. reuers

cally takes more time than most
other states in counting ballots.
The Justice Department filed
an amended lawsuit in Alaska
onThursdayseekingtoblockthe
certification of results in the
event of a narrow Republican
loss, citing a New York Times re-
portthat Democratic operatives
recruited a spoiler candidate
with a nearly identical name to
the Republican incumbent.
InCalifornia, meanwhile, the
Justice Department isescalating
its pressure campaign against
state election officials, issuing

subpoenas as part of a criminal
probeintoalleged votingbynon-
citizens, according to copies of
documentsseen by Reuters.
Taken together, the moves
are an extraordinary federal in-
tervention in state-run elec-
tions, which are administered
locally under the US Constitu-
tion. Election officials around
the country have told Reuters
theyarebracing for furtherlegal
challenges from Washington.
Thedisputein Alaska, home
to one of about 10 highly com-
petitive Senate races, could leave

control of the chamber unclear
forweeks. Democratsneedanet
gainoffourseatstowinbackthe
majority from Republicans.

If Democrats take one or
both chambers of Congress,
they could launch investiga-
tionsinto Trump's administra-
tion and increase pressure on
the president to end the war
against Iran.

OnFriday, Trump will cam-
paign in Florida, hoping to gal-
vanize his supporters in a state
he won handily in 2024 but
where early voting hastilted to-
ward Democrats. It will be his
latest stop in a state Republi-
cans usually expect to win, fol-
lowing campaign events earlier
this week in Mississippi and
South Carolina.

Pope Leo makes
history asfirst
pontifftovote
inUSelection

Vatican City: Pope Leo XIV has
become the first popetovotein
aUSgeneral election, castinga
mail-in ballot in a contest that
will decide America’s future as
the Trump era slowly comes to
anend.

The Vatican confirmed Fri-
daythe Chicago-born pontiffhad
submitted amail-inballotin Chi-
cagoahead ofthe Nov.3midterm
elections, citing his long-stand-
ingbeliefin civic participation.

Leo, formerly Robert Pre-

Lessthan24hot can-

celling, the president plans to
hold weekend rallies in Kansas
and Iowa after all, with “nearly
20” virtual campaign appear-
ances before Tuesday, accord-
ingtoa White House official.
Former Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, whom Trump de-
feated in the 2024 election, will
rally for Democrats in Atlanta
on Friday. “The last year and a
half,it's been difficult,” she told
the crowd on Thursday at an
event in Macon, Georgia.

vost, “ha d hisright to
vote as a United States citizen”
and has done so “whenever he
was eligible to do so,” the Holy
See press office said.

The statement said he had
also voted while living in Peru
whenever he was eligible. Leo
lived in Peru as a missionary
priest and bishop for over 20
years. “The Holy Father ex-
presses his belief in the right
and the duty of citizens to par-
ticipate in democratic pro-
cesses,” itadded. AP

Israel election unlikely to changeits policies, global isolation

Steven Erlanger
Tel Aviv, October 30

TO ISRAELIS, the two leading
contenders after the election,
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu and Gadi Eisenkot, a
former chief of staff, offer
sharply different person-
alities, styles and even
paths to the future.

But to the rest of the
world, they don’t seem
substantially differentin
theirapproach tolsrael’ssecur-
ity orintheiroppositiontoaPa-
lestinian state.

Ifneither can forma govern-
ment, Netanyahu could remain
asacaretaker prime minister for

[

weeksormonthstocome. Inthis
period of instability, thereis con-
cern, analystssay, settler violence
in Israeli-occupied West Bank
willincrease and that Netanyahu
will push President Trump to
start bombing Iran again.

If Eisenkot manages to
emerge as prime min-
ister, Israel’s overall for-
eign policy is not ex-
pected to shift much.
The tone may be more
accommodating on the

margins, but few expect Israel

toembraceatwo-state solution
toestablish an independent Pa-
lestine or abandon its active
conflicts with Hamas in Gaza,
Hezbollah in Lebanon and the

Canada, EU seek closer ties
beyond US as leaders push
for associate membership

Associated Press
Montreal, October 30

CANADIAN PRIME Minister
Mark Carney and European
Union leaders are set to con-
clude a two-day summit Friday
asthe EU'stop official pressesto
make Canadathebloc’s first “as-
sociate member”and bothsides
seektoreducetheirdependence
onthe United States.
European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
and European Council President
Antonio Costa joined Carney in
Montreal to pursue an un-
precedented alliance that could
bring Canada closer to the EU
thanany previous arrangement
with a country outside the bloc.
But some European govern-
ments have resisted proposed
membership designation.
Carney said Thursday that
the proposed alliance would
help Canada withstand econ-
omicshocksand prevent foreign

We'reinthe

process of
forginganew alliance
for the future, with
Canadaasan
associatemember”

MARK CARNEY,
CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER

governments and technology
companies from dictating its
choices. He later explicitly used
the term “associate member”.

“We’re in the process of forg-
inganewalliance for the future,
with Canada as an associate
member,” Carney said.

Von der Leyen also cham-
pioned associate membership
but said the proposed “Alliance
for the Future” would be a
broader partnership open to
other countries, with Canada
and the EU atits core.

Neither PM Benjamin Netanyahu'’s Likud party nor Gadi Eiskenkot's
Yashar party won a majority of seats in parliament. reuters

Islamic Republic in Iran.

All that means Israel will
still find itself increasingly iso-
lated internationally.

Thevote sends a message to
the world that the current gov-
ernment’s approach to the re-
gion, which has prompted an

international backlash, “is not
just a Bibi problem,” said Gina
Abercrombie-Winstanley, a
former American diplomat
now atthe Atlantic Council, re-
ferringto Netanyahu. “It repre-
sents today’s Israel writ large.”

Israel’s reputation in the
‘world hassuffered over the past
few years. Sympathy and sup-
port after the Hamas-led attack
on October 7, 2023, have been
gradually undermined by the
extensive Israeli bombing cam-
paign insouthern Lebanon and
especially Gaza, as well astheris-
ingsettlerviolencein West Bank.

Thewar against Iran, which
Israel encouraged President
‘Trump to join, has been deeply

Saudi says it intercepted drone
near Mecca, Houthis deny attack

Associated Press
October 30

THE SAUDI-led coalition said
Friday it intercepted and de-
stroyed a drone launched by
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi
rebels. A coalition spokesper-
son, Major General Turki al-
Malki, said the drone was inter-
cepted in the region
surrounding Mecca, Islam’s
holiest city and a destination
for millions of Muslim pilgrims
eachyear.

Houthi military spokesper-
son Yahya Saree denied carry-

Houthisupporters hold arallyin
Sanaa, Yemen. FiLe

medla said Friday that Qatari

ingoutany operati ir
Mecca, saying in a statement
that the group’s military oper-
ations are aimed at Saudi oil fa-
cilities and military bases.

Saudi Arabia has previously
reported intercepting missiles
and drones headed toward
Mecca and Medina. The Hou-
this have repeatedly denied tar-
getingeither city.

Meanwhile, Iran state

have returned to
Iran for talks with officials, in
thelatest diplomatic pushtotry
tobrokeranend to the war with
the United States and Israel.
The IRNA state news
agency said the Qatari delega-
tion was headed by the
country’s foreign minister and
senior adviser to the prime
minister. IRNA said they were
meeting with senior Iranian of-

ficials but did not specify who.
The visit follows outreach
from US Vice President JD
Vance, who sent a letter in re-
cent days to Maj. Gen. Mohsen
Rezaeli, the secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security
Council. Tehran Thursday ac-
knowledged receipt of the letter
but said it had not responded
and did not detail its contents.
US President Donald
Trump suggested the letter was
not about peace negotiations
but instead about possibly
allowing humanitarian aid.
Diplomats say US officials
have told countries in West Asia
and regional allies to be pre-
pared for potential renewed
military action against Iran
after nextweek’s midterm elec-
tions in the United States.
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
said it has stopped two oil
tankers attempting to use un-
authorized routes through the
Strait of Hormuz, the state-run
IRNA mediareported on Friday.

unpopular in much of the
world, includingthe US, driving
up energy prices and inflation.

In the US, Israel faces an
erosion of trust. Support for Is-
rael has been waning among
Democrats, whoappeartobein
astrongposition toatleast take
the House of Representatives in
elections next week.

Changing that relationship
“will be even more difficult if
Bibi Netanyahu isstill in charge
of Israel and there is absolutely
no hope of Israeli politics or pol-
icies changing,” said Rachel
Brandenburg, Washington di-
rector of the Israel Policy Forum,
aresearch institution that sup-
ports atwo-state solution. NYT

‘We have been

killed’: Russia’s
Novaya Gazeta
toshutdown

‘Moscow: The Russian indepen-
dentnewspaper Novaya Gazeta
said Friday it was winding upits
operations after a campaign of
state pressure in which a senior
editor has been prosecuted and
its financial support and prem-
ises have been taken away.

“We have been killed,” the
publication, setup with money
from the Nobel Peace Prize of
the last Soviet leader, Mikhail
Gorbachev, said inastatement.

The paper halted its print
editioninside Russiain 2022, but
had continued to produce on-
line contentand operate fromits
office in central Moscow.

“OnNovember9, wewill turn
off the lights in the home where
we have lived for 30 years, shut
downourservers,andleave. The
newspaper nolongerexists. The
Russianauthoritiesand the Rus-
sian security services have
forced our editorial team to
cease its operations.” REUTERS

*BRIEFLY

UNITED STATES

‘Istilllive in pain’ Christa Pike speaks
outa month after botched execution

CHRISTA PIKE said Friday that she
remains in constant painand
strugglestospeakamonth aftersur-
vivingalethalinjectionin
Tennessee, a failure sheblames on
“incompetence.” In her first public
statementsince the execution, Pike
said she never contemplated alife
beyond her execution date and was
prepared todiein peace, but woke up
alone and confused in a hospital bed.

“There hasn’tbeenamomentsince

Christa Pike at the
Tennessee prison. FiLe

that night whenThaven’tbeenin
pain. Istillstruggle tospeak. And the

painisn’tjust physical. Thereis pain
inmymindand in mysoul,” she said. Pike, 50, survived two
doses of pentobarbital as the state tried to execute her forthe
i AP

olleen

GREECE

3held over blast
thatKkilled six
peoplein Athens

GREECE HAS arrested two
Greek men and an Albanian
national suspected of steal-
ing copper gas pipes froma
building, causing aleak
thatled toaexplosionin
central Athens last month,
authorities said. Six people
werekilled during the Sep-
tember 25 blastin the tour-
istdistrict of Plaka, four
Americans among them.
The suspects are expected
toappear before a prosecu-
toronFriday. REUTERS

UNITED KINGDOM
Policeinvestigates
Andrew, Epstein’s
visittoking’s estate

POLICEIN Scotland are con-
ductinginquiries into the
time former Prince Andrew
spentattheking’s private
estateat Balmoral with the
late sex offender Jeffrey Ep-
steinand his associate, Ghis-
laine Maxwell, authorities
said Friday. Police said the
inquiries wereata “ve:

early stage. “We would never
confirm details of ongoing
inquiries, and itwould be
inappropriate tocomment
further, itsaid. AP

Nursesand a Red Cross volunteer help menin wheelchalrs intoan

an

underalocal i

Oleshky,

Ukraine’s Kherson region, on Friday. ap

Russia-Ukraine truce
holds as evacuations
begin in Oleshky city

Kremlin plays
down implications
forwider peace deal

Reuters
Kyiv, October 30

STARVING RESIDENTS of a
Russian-held town in southern
Ukraine began evacuating on
Friday as part of ajoint relief op-
eration by the opposing sides,
the first of its kind in four years
and eight months of war.

Under a local ceasefire
brokered by US first lady Mel-
ania Trump, an aid convoy ar-
rived in the town of Oleshky
and people were given the op-
portunity to leave.

Although it was a striking
example of cooperation be-
tween the warring sides, the
Kremlin described it as a
special case that was “difficult
to extrapolate” to the wider
search for a peace settlement.

Attacks continued else-

where, with Russian strikes

overnight targeting seven re-
gions of Ukraine as well as the
capital Kyiv and the southeast-
erncity of Dnipro, officials said.

Russiasaid it had shot down
1,043 Ukrainian drones over its
regionsovernight. On Thursday,
aRussiandronekilled atleast 15
people on a rail platform in the
Ukrainian city of Dnipro.

In Oleshky, Russian human
rights commissioner Yana Lan-
tratova said groups of people
wereboarding evacuation buses
- some wishing to go to Russia
and otherstoUkraine. Itwas not
clear how many people were in
each group, and how many resi-
dents, ifany, had decided tostay.

Addressing Ukraine’s par-
liament on Friday, Prime Min-
ister Sergiy Koretskyi said resi-
dents headed for Ukraine
‘would travel through Russia to
Belarus before entering the
Kyiv and Chernihiv regions.

Lantratova, appearing side
by side with her Ukrainian
counterpart Dmytro Lubinets,
said food, hygiene products,
medical supplies and fuel were
being delivered to the town.

®ACTING BECAME A ‘SAFE SPACE’ FOR STEWART AFTER A TEACHER INTRODUCED HIM TO SHAKESPEARE AT 12; HE WAS KNIGHTED BY THE QUEEN AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE IN 2010

Patrick Stewart, Shakespearean actor turned Star Trek and X-Men star, dies at 86

V= NEK

Reuters
October30

PATRICK STEWART, who rose
from poverty in England to be-
come an accomplished Shake-
spearean stage actor and then
achieved global stardom as the
erudite Captain Jean-Luc Picard
in'TV'sStar Trek: TheNext Gen-
eration and the telepathic Pro-
fessor Charles Xavier in X-Men
movies, hasdied at the age of 86.

Stewart, knighted in 2010 by
Queen Elizabeth II for his con-
tributions to drama, died at his
homeinLos Angeles, according
toastatementon his X account.

“We announce with great
sorrow the passing of Sir Patrick
Stewartyesterdayathishomein

Los Angeles, intheloving careof
his beloved wife Sunny, follow-
ingabriefand poignantjourney
with Alzheimer’s Disease and
Lewy Body Dementia,” it said.

Stewart became an actor at
agel8andgainedacclaimonthe
stage as a member of the Royal
Shakespeare Company begin-
ning in the 1960s. But it was not
until after he was hired atage 47
for Star Trek: The Next Gener-
ation—aTVseriesthatran from
1987 t0 1994 as a sequel to the
original 1960s Star Trek — that
he gained mainstream fame,
acting into his 80s.

“Makeitso,” hischaracter Pi-
card often said, instructing a
subordinate to carry out acom-
mand, or sometimes deploying

similar catchphrase, “Engage.”
Itwasarole he had debated
even taking after his longtime
friend and fellow Shakespear-
ean lan McKellen advised him
to spurn Star Trek and remain
in theater. Stewart did take the
role and became both a fan fa-
vorite and an indispensable
part of a lucrative sci-fi fran-
chise, playing Picard not only
in 176 episodes over seven sea-
sons of that series but also in
several Star Trek films and in
the later streaming series Star
Trek: Picard that began airing
in 2020 when he was 79.
Asthesevenseasons of TNG
The Next Generation went by,
the distinction between Jean-
Luc Picard and Patrick Stewart

Patrick Stewart at the premiere of the third and final season of
Star Trek: Picard series in Los Angeles. a»

became thinner and thinner,
until it was impossible for me to
know where he left off and I
began. So much of what I be-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

lieved and felt went into that
show;”Stewarttold the Guardian
newspaper in 2022.

Stewart also initially balked

at being cast as the wheelchair-
using mutant Professor X in the
X-Men movies, based on the
popular Marvel comic book
character. “Isaid, ‘Look, I know
this isn't science fiction, but it's
fantasy, and I've done that.’ But
they persuaded me it wouldn't
belike Star Trek, so1did it. And
yet again I was proved wrong,”
Stewart told the Guardian.

He became a critical part of
another big-money franchise,
starting with the first entry X-
‘Men in 2000 and followed by
severalmore, mcludmgmezooz
Marvel movie Doctor

Stewart, playing Charles Xa-
vier, took part in the filming of

Asachild, Stewart said, act-
ingbecamea “safespace” aftera

icipated Avengers:

Doormdayand willappearinthe
Marvel filmduetohittheatersin
December. Marvel Studios paid
tribute to Stewart on Thursday
in a statement, calling him “a
singular talent, a generous col-
laboratorand atruegentleman.”

Stewart was born on July 13,
1940, inthe English town of Mir-
field in Yorkshire. He wasraised
in poverty, with a father who he
said returned from WWII an al-
coholic who suffered from post-
traumatic stres: »me and

the Multiverse of Madness. He
appeared alongside McKellen,
‘who played the villain Magneto,
insome of the X-Men films.

physically abused Stewart's
mother. Stewart recalled putting
hisbody between his father and
mother totry to protect her.

cl introduced him
to Shakespeare — specifically
The Merchant of Venice — dur-
ing a class when he was 12. He
started losing his hair at age 17
and was bald by 19. He was em-
barrassed at the time, butevent-
ually embraced it.

He became Sir Patrick Ste-
wart when he was knighted by
the queen at Buckingham Pal-
ace in 2010. He told reporters
that his heroes were British ac-
tors Laurence Olivier, John Giel-
gudand Alec Guinness, whoalso
had been knighted, adding that
being “in that company is the
grandest thing that has profes-
sionally happened to me.”
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Extreme poverty in
India halved to 2.6%
in 2023 from year
ago: World Bank data

‘MODI KAHIN NAHI JAYEGA’ SLOGANS, PLACARDS IN GUJARAT

PM slams Opp: Some out

to create chaos,defameme  forhighway, Bihar
pushes for tourism

Huge anger, emotional

I s nn e 1]
s EXPRESS special

After dropping plan

Siddharth Upasani Shah dares Rahul: : :

it __ @ e |Lefucomens pain, says Rahul, targets  Projectinsanctuary
PRI futherdp | SPeCiAl Parliament hah ‘hi ’

lessthan$3 per day in 2021 bur- For erdip session, discuss EC PM, S ) CEC, S CIréw Head of eco tourism society under forest

chasing Power Parity (PPP)

Poverty in India continues

deptsays can start work in area where nod

terms, fell t0 2.6% in 2023, ac-  todecline. Andwith57%of  Parimal A Dabhi Asad Rehman Narendra Modi, by Mr Amit N - N
cording to the World Bank. ~thepoornowconcentrated = & LalmaniVerma New Delhi, October 30 ShahandbyMrGyaneshkumar | not needed, wait where permissions required
However, wage disparity re-  inabeltstretching from Ahmedabad, Lucknow, and his crew in the Election

mains “pronounced”, it said, ~ Uttar Pradesh to West Ben- October30 | TARGETING THEBJP-ledgov- ~ Commission”. Jay Mazoomdaar

noting that median earnings
for the top 10% of workers were
about 13 times greater than for
the bottom 10%.

It also cautioned that pov-
erty is becoming “increasingly
concentrated geographically”
—about 57% of India’s poor live
in a belt that stretches from
Uttar Pradesh to West Bengal.

gal, further reductionin
poverty is now increasingly
dependenton creation of
productive employment in
thesestates.

the27.1%in2011.In 202223, the
extreme poverty rate was 5.3%,
indicating a halving of extreme

ASTHE Opposition stepped up
its attack on his government
and the Election Commission
ahead of the INDIA blocrallyin
New Delhi Sunday, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi hit back

PM Narendra Modiin Gujarat’s
Banaskantha, Friday. pri

Friday, saying “some people”
wereoutto “create chaos across
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ermmentand the Election Com-
‘mission (EC), Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP) Rahul Gandhi said
Friday that the INDIA bloc’s pro-
test programmesover the week-
end were against the “demoli-
tion of Indian democracy by Mr

Gandhi said there was
“huge anger, huge emotional
pain” among people and ac-
cused Union Home Minister
Amit Shah of attempting to
stop people from attending the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

New Delhi, October 30

JUST ABOUT a month ago, the
Bihar Forest Department had
proposed an MoU to facilitate
forest clearance for highway
widening. Now, it has floated a
tender for constructing sprawl-
ing tourism facilities on 12.9
acresinside Bihar’s Bhimbandh

The planincludes a helipad, 104
cottages, 12 tree-houses and an
auditorium. proJecT PLAN

At 2.6%, the extreme pov-  poverty. CHOPPER CRASHES Wildlife Sanctuary despite
erty rate in India in 2023 is “Overthe past decade, India INUTTARAKHAND, statutory restrictionsandaSu-  document issued by the Bihar
more than 10 times lower than »CONTINUEDONPAGE2 - 6 ONBOARDKILLED P9 preme Court order restraining ~ Forest Department on October
constructionin protectedareas. 16, the planincludesbuildinga
According to the tender »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
. .
Construction banin NCR from Nov 5, —E———
usiness as Usu
o/ 3 . d 8
WEFH for 50% in Noida, Gurugram, too Happening BYEPUNNY

CAQM cites peak pollution levels in Nov;
industries, essential services exempted

Nikhil Ghanekar

Region and Adjoining Areas

Italsodirected government
and private offices in Delhiand
the five NCR districts of Guru-
gram, Faridabad, Sonipat, Gha-
ziabad and Gautam Buddha
Nagar to allow up to 50% of

today

®THEPIPRAHWARELICS
linked to Lord Buddha are
setto be brought to Arunachal
Pradesh for a three-week expo-

New Delhi, October 30 (CAQM)onFridayorderedals-  their staff to work from home sitionin the northeast state
day ban on dust-generating  during this period. Industrial H h 'l ld l' ld starting with Tawang.
CITING HISTORICALLY ob-  demolition and outdoor con-  establishments and essential ManlS a Stl' l (eS WOI' "V I eSt lng gO

served peak pollution levels in
November, the Commission for
Air Quality in National Capital

(o

§\W‘j :

‘Where Development
Values Nuhsre.
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Plots

Residential

struction activities across the
region from November 5 as a
precautionary measure.

B

Commercial
Plois

Announces
: 23" Phase of

MEGA

2 E-AUCTION

Prime Residential, Industrial,
Commercial Plots...
and Many More

IMPORTANT DATES & EVENTS

pah  31.10.2026 (Saturday) from 11:00 AM
Tpening of Helpdesk, Starting of Registration

services have been exempted
from the directive in the five
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Countless Possihilities. One Purpose.

Fuel
Stations

Multifevel
Car Parking

The staggered details of aﬁ:h'bn will be decided after the last date of registration and the sarﬁe will be published on the
DDA's website as well as on the auction portal. The Applicants will also be informed through their registered e-mails

29.11.2026 (Sunday) upto 06:00 PM
Closing Time of Registration & EMD Submission

Manisha Bhanwala after winning the final of the world wrestling championships in the 59 kg category in
Astana, Kazakhstan, Friday. She is the first Indian woman to win a world gold in wrestling. uww PAGE 25

Cafeteria
(Saket Sports.
Complex)
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NCR plan

districts, which are known for a
high density of vehicles.
Among the projects
exempted from the construction
restrictions are Railways, Metro
services, airports, inter-state bus
terminals, hospitals, water
supply and sanitation projects,
andactivitiesrelated tonational
security and defence. Highways,
roads, flyovers, overbridges,

CAQM said that the pro-
posed measuresannounced Fri-
day were limited to a specified
period and geographical area,
and have been formulated
keeping in view the “seasonal
vulnerability” of the region toair
pollution. Itadded thatan exam-
ination of November Air Quality
Index (AQI) data from 2018 to
2025 showed a “recurring pat-
tern of high pollution in Delhi-
NCR, particularly duringearly to
mid-November, with the AQI
reach.mgthe ‘Severe’and ‘Severe

powert lines, pipe- oncertain days”.

lines and telecommunication Dustisamajorsource of par-

projects will not be exempted. ticulate matter (PM) 10 and
The order came hours after ~ PM2.5. These fine particles can

Union Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav announced
themeasuresduringavisittothe
CAQM office, where he reviewed
anewly-developed Integrated
Commandand Control Centre.
The November 5-20 restric-
tions will be in addition to the
Delhi government’s 10-point
Winter Action Plan, which will
be in force from November 1to
February 28. Under the plan,
dust-generatingdemolitionand
outdoor civil constructionactiv-
ities will be banned, while a
wider ban on all types of con-
struction and demolition acti
ities will be imposed from De-
cember 10 to January 20, 2027.
The Delhi Winter Action
plan also mandated that all pri-
vate offices allow minimum
50% of their staff to work from

cause respiratory problems,
‘with PM2.5 being particularly
harmfulasitcan penetrate deep
into the lungs and enter the
bloodstream. It also binds with
other gases and pollutants to
form secondary pollutants.
The seasonal agricultural
residue and biomass burning
alsoadd o the pollution load,

logical condi ons, includinglow
wind speeds, a shallow atmos-
pheric boundary layer and re-
duced vertical mixing, further
limit pollutant dispersion.”

‘The CAQM said these condi-
tions called for “anticipatory in-
tervention” toreduceemissions
atsourceand prevent pollutants
from accumulating. It said the
period of historically high pollu-
tion comcldes with the paddy

home. Other measures include
denying fueltovehicleswithout
valid *pollution under control”
certificates and those that have
exceeded their prescribed life-
span. Petrol and diesel vehicles
registered outside Delhi that do
not meet BS-VI emission stan-
dards will also be barred from
entering the Capital.

har 1in Punjaband
Haryana, whenstubble burning
typically increases during the
Kharif harvest season. Other
‘major sources of pollution in-
clude vehicular emissions, road
and construction dust, open
burning, industrial pollution,
and unfavourable weather con-
ditions.

[ FROM PAGE 1 | FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM ]

PMslams Opp

the country,sothat Modicanbe
defamed”.

Speaking at Bhildi village in
Banaskanthain Gujarat afterin-
auguratingand unveilingaslew
of projects, the Prime Minister
also said he will serve the
country “until the very last mo-
mentof mylife” —aremarkseen
asaresponse to Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge’s
“Modi ka baap bhi jayega” out-
burst in Patna last Sunday.

In Lucknow, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah challenged
the Opposition to discuss their
allegations about the Election
Commission ataspecial session
of Parliament.

Addressinga meeting of the
‘UPBJPstate executive commit-
tee, Shah likened the Opposi-
tion, including the Congress
and SP, to a team which loses a
match and then hurls allega-
tionsagainsttheumpireinstead

of practising for the next match.

“Rahul baba, BJP is fully
ready for a discussion on SIR in
Parliament. Come, let’s convene
aspecial session of Parliament.
But Rahul baba has to spread
liesand does not want tolet Par-
liament run. The Opposition
does not want to speak inside
Parliament, does not allow the
Parliament to function, so it
harmsthedignity of Parliament
by staging a mock Parliament
outside,” Shah said.

Modi, in hisaddressin Guja-
rat, said, “Today, every farmer,
every youth, and every woman
and daughter in the country is
moving forward with the re-
solvetobuildadeveloped India.
Butunfortunately, some people
do not like this. These are indi-
viduals who wish to see the
country in difficulty. They de-
rive pleasure when the nation
suffers, they find joy when the

Extreme poverty

has made remarkable progress
inreducing poverty across both
monetary and non-monetary
dimensions, recording one of
the fastest poverty declines in
the world,” the World Bank said
Friday in its ‘Poverty & Equity
Brief note.

Finance Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman, in a post on X, said
that the government’s “sus-
tained policy effortsareyielding
tangible results, strengthening

the foundations for inclusive
growth and greater economic

country faces acrisis.”

Ref emngmthe crisisin West
Asia, he said, “When India is
working to confront this situ-
ation, theseindividualsare busy
spreading rumours... Farmers
weretold they would notgetany
fertilisers and forced into artifi-
cial queues. The atmosphere
wasvitiated. Women were made
to feel scared, told that cooking
gas would no longer be avail-
able. They were told, ‘How will
you cook your meals? How will
your children go to school?’
Their plan was to create chaos
across the country, sothat Modi
canbedefamed.”

He said he stood by his
promise to the people. “You can
seethatthe warisstillongoing,
yetModi hasensured that there
is no shortage of fertilisers for
farmers. Because of this war,
fertiliser prices have risen a lot
around the world... The gov-
ernment has ensured that the
burden is not on the farmers,”
hesaid.

“The country is providing

government’sthree most recent
household consumption expen-
diture surveys, conducted in
2011-12, 2022-23 and 2023-24,
“may also not fully capture the
consumption of wealthier

opportunity”. households and are likely to
Along with poverty, con- understatemequallty
umption de- P Power Parity, or

clined. The Gini index — it
ranges from O to 100, with a
higher number indicative of
greater inequality —in2023was
23,0, down from 28.8 in 2011-12
and 25.5in2022-23.

However, the World Bank
said the estimates, based on the
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BSZ Marg, from IO to Delthi Gate.
JLN Marg (Raj Ghat to Delhi Gate to
Guru Nanak Chowk to Ajmeri Gate)

. Aruna Asaf All Road (Ajmeri Gate to

Hamdard Chowk to Turkman Gate to
Defhi Gate)

. Minto Road-R/A Kamla Market—

Hamdard Chowk.

. Ranjeet Singh Fiyover to Turkman Gate.

DBG Road (Roundabout Jhandewalan
towards Ajmeri Gate Chowk)
W-Point (BSZ Marg)

. Barakhamba Road Towards R/A Mandi

House To Sikandra Road

. KG.Marg- Firozshah Road
10.
1.

IAI Regulated Traffic Movement
‘iehicular movement on the following

Chelmsford Road
Minto Road

eiches shall remain under regulation

and shall be permitted as per the
prevailing iraffic situation and
operational requirements:

Guru Nanak Chowk to Kamla Market.

reach the Ajmeri Gate side of the station.
« Passengers should plan

their journey in advance

and keep sufficient time

to reach the station.
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FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112

PPP, measures the quantity of
goods and services that can be
bought in one country in terms
ofanother country’scurrency. It
iswidely used to convert the cost
of abasket of items into a com-
‘mon currency while alsoremov-

thissupportso that our farmers
may become empowered and
their lives may improve. In a
world filled with uncertainty, In-
dia’s rapid growth offers a new
rayofhopetotheentireworld...
Until the very last moment of
my life, I shall remain engaged
inyourservice,” he said.

Earlier, asthe Prime Minister
held a roadshow on his way to
the venue, people flanked the
route, carrying placards which
said ‘Modi kahin nahin jayega
(Modi is not going anywhere’).

In Lucknow, Shah said the
BJP will roll out the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in Uttar Pra-
desh once it is returned to
power in the Assembly elec-
tions next year.

“This time, when the gov-
ernment comes to power, UCC
will be implemented in Uttar
Pradesh. UCC has already been
implemented in many states. If
you form the BJP government
inUttar Pradesh forathird term,
wewillimplement UCC in Uttar
Pradesh,” he said.

The World Bank noted that
employment increased by 134
crore between 2017 and 2023 -
nearlytwicetheincreaseseenin
the working-age population.
This employment rise was
drivenby ruralwomen entering
paid work, it said. And while la-
bourmarket conditionsareseen
as “broadly resilient”, youth un-
employment has risen from
14.6%inthe first quarter of 2025~
2610159% in the same three-
month period this fiscal.

“Moreover, real earnings re-
mained broadly unchanged

ingthe distorti lbydif-  with growth con-
ferent levels of prices across  centrated in relatively low-pro-
countries. ductivity activities.”
Considertheaboveexample, The multilateral organisa-
where$3perdayisthethreshold  tion expects poverty in India to

for extreme poverty. In the US,
$3would buy a certain quantity
ofgoodsandservices. Atthe cur-
rent rupee-dollar market ex-
change rate of about 95-per-dol-
lar, thisisequal to Rs 285.

However, things are gen-
erally cheaper in India com-
pared to the US. For instance, a
short Caffe Latte from Starbucks
inthe US costs $5.85 (equivalent
toRs555),butRs336inIndia. As
such, the PPP conversion rate of
Indiatothe USinthisexampleis
336 divided by 5.85, or 574,
which means $1 buys in the US
whatRs574 buysinIndia, toput
itsimply. This is, of course, only
for Starbucks coffee.

According to the World
Bank’s International Compari-
son Program — a partnership of
official statistical agencies from
across the world — the PPP con-
version rate for India was 20.09
in2025.

While there has been a big
dropinextreme poverty, the pro-
portion of the population living
below the Lower Middle-In-
come Country poverty line of
$4.2 per day has also declined
significantly.

1In 2023, this proportion was
16.1%, down from 57.7% in 2011,
“liftingan estimated 496 million
peopleoutof poverty”, the World
Banksaid. In2022-23, the figure
was239%.

Belowthe headline number,
the urban poverty rate is esti-
mated at 8.6% and rural 19.3%.
For males and females, the fig-
uresarebroadly similarat 15.7%
and 16.6%, respectively.

keep falling, although at a more
gradual pace: In 2026, the pov-
erty rate as per the $4.2-per-day
line is seen at 14.2% before de-
clining further to 12.1% by 2028.
The Bank will update these
projections aslabour marketand
macroeconomic dataarerevised
ornew data becomes available.
Infact, newsurvey datafrom
Indiahasbeen responsibleinthe
past for significant revisions to
numbers at a global level. Last
year, when the World Bank up-
dated its poverty lines, changed
the base year from 2017 to 2021,
and incorporated new survey
data, it led to a downward revi-
sion of the population in Lower
Middle-Income Country pov-
erty by 180 million people for
2022. This was primarily due to
new survey data for India for
2022-23, the World Bank had
said in June last year, referring
tothe Household Consumption
Expenditure Survey for2022-23.
The World Bank has a third
poverty line of $8.3 per day, al-
though that is for Upper Middle
Incomecountries. Since Indiais
not an upper middle-income
country, itisnatural thatalarger
percentage of the population is
below thisline.In 2023, this frac-
tion was 80%, down from over
90%in 2011
Thegovernmentisaimingto
become a developed nation by
2047. The absolute number of
people below each of the afore-
mentioned poverty linesisasfol-
lows: 7.5 crore below $3-per-day,
34crorebelow $4.2-per-day, and
115 crore below $8.3-per-day.

Bihar

helipad, 104 cottages, 12 tree-
houses, a restaurant and cafe,
aspa, viewing decks, shops,
banquet facilities and an audi-
torium for weddings, functions
and conferences. Buildings
may rise to two or three
storeys.

On September 26, as re-
ported by The Indian Express,
the Bihar Forest Department
had inked an MoU with the
state Road Construction De-
partment, committing to facili-
tate forest clearance for a high-
way widening project. Flagged
for conflict of interest, the MoU
was cancelled earlier this
month.

Now the tourism tender
comes from the Bihar Eco
Tourism Development Society
(BETDS), which fallsunder the
state Forest Department. It
proposes approximately Rs
62.87 crore in investment and

acres of other government
land. We cansstart construction
in areas that may not require
clearances. Where we need
permissions, we will wait until
papers are processed.”

Land ownership, however,
does not exempt a site within
notified sanctuary boundaries
from restrictions under the
Act. Existing rights may con-
tinue within a sanctuary, but
donotconfer unrestricted con-
struction rights.

In fact, the tender contains
conflicting provisions on re-
sponsibility for statutory green
clearances. While Article
4.1.2(b) of the tender places re-
sponsibility on BETDS to ob-
tain permits relating to envi-
ronmental protection and
conservation, its Schedule E
requires the private developer
to obtain applicable environ-
mental, forest and wildlife
clearances at its own cost.

On this, Nesamani said:
“We may hand over some land
along with necessary per-

a60-year 1for devel-
oping and operating the Bhim-
bandh-Belatand-Chormara—
Bhatta Kol cluster inside the
sanctuary. Bids close on No-
'vember 30.

‘Under the Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, works necessary for
sanctuary purposes are
allowed inside a wildlife sanc-
tuary, but construction of tour-
ist lodges—including govern-
ment lodges—for commercial
purposes, hotels or safari parks
requires prior approval from
the National Board for Wildlife.

In February 2023, the Su-
preme Court also restrained
authorities from undertaking
construction within tiger re-
serves, national parks and
wildlife sanctuaries until
further orders. The court sub-
sequently permitted certain
‘maintenance works sought by
Uttarakhand but warned
againstunnecessary construc-
tion under that permission.

Asked about the restric-
tions, BETDS project director
and chief conservator of forests
(CCF) Nesamani K said: “The
project is on 6.3 acres of tour-
ism department land and 6.6

missions. The developer will
have to get the clearances for
the rest of the project area.”

Of the four sites proposed
for developing tourism facil-
ities inside the sanctuary, the
tender assigns Bhimbandh to
stay, hospitality and a helipad;
Belatand to adventure and na-
ture activities, Chormara to
Yog Gram, wellness, farming
and artisan experiences, and
Bhatta Kol to safari, waterfalls
and nature trails.

While proposing land-
scaped open areas within the
tourism facilities, the tender
allows the developer to pro-
pose additional commercial
components, including ac-
commodation, glamping, en-
tertainment and convention
spaces, subject to approvals.

Extending across Munger,
Jamui and Lakhisarai districts,
Bhimbandh Wildlife Sanctu-
aryspansroughly 682sqkmin
Bihar’s Kharagpur Hills.
Known for its natural hot
springs, the sanctuary is home
to diverse fauna, including
leopard, sloth bear, hyena,
wolf, large Indian civet and
barking deer.

Rahul targets PM, Shah

Opposition’s Ramlila Maidan
rally on Sunday. The BJP dis-
missed the allegation and
asked the LoP to show proof.

The Opposition parties will
organise a “public impeach-
ment” of Kumar, the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC), on
Saturday afternoon. It was in-
itially supposed to be held on
Friday, but was postponed be-
cause of rains in the national
Capital, Gandhi said. On Sun-
day afternoon, Opposition
leaders will march from the
Minto-Road Connaught Place
toRamlila Maidan.

Addressing reporters at
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge’s 10, Rajaji Marg resi-
dence, the LoPaccused Shah of
attempting tostop people from
attending the rally. The Con-
gress and other Opposition
parties are mobilising workers
from as far away as Bihar and
Telangana for the event.

“Of course, the Home Min-
ister is trying his best to stop
people from coming into Delhi;
trying to ensure that our party
‘members, thousands of people,

Rajanacquitted inmurder bid case

Mumbai: Gangster Chhota
Rajan was acquitted by a
special court on Friday in a
murder bid case dating back to
2009 filed in Pune. The special
courtalso cleared four others of
the charges. Rajan, whoisserv-
ing life impri; for the

Pune. One of them, S K Agar-
wal, an accused in the case,
soughtthe help ofahenchman
of Rajan'sto persuade the other
brotherstoresolve the dispute.

The police had named
Rajan, claiming he was part of
the conspi aswell. The CBIL,

murder of journalist JDey, will
continue to remain in jail.

The matter pertains to an
incident from 2009 where a
dispute had arisen between
brothers of abusiness family in

which took over all the cases
pendingagainst Rajan after his
extradition from Indonesia in
2015, continued with the pros-
ecution, charging Rajan for Lhe
murder bid.
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people who want to
come from UP, from Bihar,
from Madhya Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Haryana ... all these
states, Telangana, Punjab are
being stopped. And they are
trying their best,” Gandhi said.

Gandhi told the govern-
ment to “watch what happens
at Ramlila ground” and said
whoever wants to protest was
welcome tojoin the march and
rally on Sunday.

“You watch how many
people come, and watch how
many people they manage to
stop, and you will understand
whatis going on in this country.
Huge anger, huge emotional
pain, because millions of
people are being disen-
franchised, their vote is being
stolen from them to help Mr
Adani (industrialist Gautam
Adani), Mr Ambani (industrial-
ist Mukesh Ambani), Mr Modi,
MrShah, and Mr Bhagwat (RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat),” said
the LoP.

“There are no multiple pro-
tests; thisis one protest; theen-
tire Opposition is standing
here. Anybody who wants to
protest, any person is welcome
to come here. We are all stand-
ingtogether because we are de-
fending the Constitution, we
aredefending theidea of India;
we are defending the vote,

maximum mobilisation of
Congress workers for the rally.
MPs and leaders from states
near Delhi have been handed
big targets. “There is healthy
competition among the Con-
gressunits instates neighbour-
ing Delhi, like Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh,” said an MP.

Dismissing the LoP’s allega-
tions, the BJP asked him to fur-
nish proof. "Who has been
stopped? Who stopped whom
and where? Show proof," said
BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra.

Apart from Gandhi, Kharge,
and other senior Congress
leaders, Opposition MPs from
different INDIA bloc parties
‘were present at the press brief-
ing. Among them were All
India Trinamool Congress’s
Derek O’Brien, Samajwadi
Party leader Dharmendra
Yadav, John Brittas of the
CPI(M), CPI's P Sandosh
Kumar, Shiv Sena (UBT)'s Ar-
vind Sawant, Sanjay Yadav of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal, and
Revolutionary Socialist Party
leader N K Premachandran.

“From EVMs to voter lists,
everything is manipulated.
Through the results of the UP
MLC elections, teachers and
graduates have made it clear
how far behind the BJP is in
UP,” Yadav said.

“Civil society, students,
'youth, workers, housewives, we
are all in this together,” said
O’Brien.
‘Publicimpeachment’
of CEC

Gandhi, meanwhile, said
the Opposition had, by consen-
sus, decided to push back the
CEC’s “public impeachment”
to Saturday afternoon.

“By consensus, we have de-
cided to postpone today’s pro-
gramme to tomorrow at the
same time because of rain. We
felt that it would be uncomfort-
able forseniorstositin therain,
and we will do this same pro-
gramme tomorrow.”

Congress sources said elab-
orate arrangements had been
made at Kharge’s residence for
the programme. There are
provisions for a multi-camera
shoot and a press gallery has
been set up.

Former Speaker Meira
Kumar will preside over the
session, while Kharge will in-
troduce the motion. All INDIA
bloc parties have been allocated

hichist ion of all In-
dians,” he said.

Forthe past few days, senior
Congress leaders, including
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and K
C Venugopal, have been meet-
ing state leaders to ensure

as per their parlia-
mentary  strength. The
speakers have been advised to
make their speeches “political”
and not make too many legal
points. In the end, Gandhi will
sum up the motion.
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OFFLINE CLASSES SET TO RESUME ON NOVEMBER 10, SAYS VARSITY

How 7 hours of negotiations broke the
deadlock, ended 18-day protest at Jamia

‘True democracy needs us...:
Meet women behind protest

Tabshir Shams
New Delhi, October 30

THE BREAKTHROUGH in the
18-day protest at Jamia Millia
Islamia came after more than
seven hours of talks on Thurs-
day night, with the university
administration agreeing to a
fixed timeline for holding stu-
dentunion elections - the main
point of contention between
the twosides.

The protest, demandingthe
restoration of the students’
union that has remained dis-
solved since 2006, ended after
the administration issued an
order stating that elections
would be held “approximately
within 6 weeks of 16 July, 2027”.

OnMonday, the administra-
tion had agreed to hold elec-
tions to the union. But the pro-
test continued as the order did
not specify when the elections
would take place. It said they
would be held “after 15 days
fromthe date of approval of the
constitution of the students’
union”, without giving a time-
line for the constitution’s ap-
proval.

TUML RajyaSabha MP Haris
Beeran, who had earlier ap-
proached Jamia Vice-Chancel-
lor Mazhar Ali seeking to me-
diate between the studentsand
theadministration, said he was
called tothe campusat4 pmon
Thursday.

It was the 18th day of the
protest and Jamia’s 106th
Foundation Day. The adminis-
tration had earlier announced
that classes and ination:

Avictory march by protesting students at Jamia Millia Islamia in
New Delhi on Friday. asHiNAVSAHA

continued for nearly seven
hours.

The election timeline was
the first point of discussion.

“The VC said that the last
properly held election was al-
most 25 years ago. After1999, a
union’s term usually collapsed
within two or three months,
undone by regional politicsand
internal fighting. Thisled tovi-
olence and disruption of cam-
pus life. In 2006, for these rea-
sonsand duetoaclash between
teachers and students, the
union elections stopped being
held,” Jihad said.

Because of these concerns,
he added, the administration
wanted the constitution to be
drafted carefully, inaccordance
with the Lyngdoh Committee

tenure of only two months be-
fore the academic session
ended in May. Fresh elections
would then be required for the
nextbatch.

The administration also
pointed out that, as Jamia is a
Central university, the consti-
tution would require the Presi-
dent’s approval.

Beeran said he suggested
that the constitution be ap-
proved by the end of May and
elections held within six weeks
of the next academic session -
scheduled to begin in mid-July.
“They were first taken aback by
the exact dates but later
agreed,” he added.

While they agreed to put
thisdown inwriting, Jihad said
the administration gave verbal

ion:

that five students

forthe i of

When Bt d this

ter would be held online, with
the university reopening only
in January for the new semes-
ter.

“Both sides wanted an exit
route. Both were under press-
ure. And neither wanted to
meet in the middle,” said
Beeran.

He and Jihad, a PhD stu-

to the protesting students —
who included five on hunger
strike — around 6 pm, they in-
sisted on a fixed timeline.
Beeran said when he re-
turned to the administration
with this, he was shown the
academic calendar. The winter
semester was nearing its end,
while the summer semester

dentinCu dieschosen

iled tobegin in mid-

by consensus as a student rep-
resentative, met members of
the administration led by the
VC.Thedi i they said,

January. If the constitution
were approved by February
and elections held in March,
theelected union would havea

‘would be included in the body
drafting the constitution,
allowing them to offer sugges-
tions before it was approved
and made public.

By 11 pm, the Registrar had
issued the order setting out the
election timeline, bringing the
protest toan end. Students cel-
ebrated through the night.

OnFriday the Jamiaadmin-
istration issued another order
announcingthatoffline classes
and academic activities would
resume on campus from No-
vember 10.

Tabshir Shams
New Delhi, October 30

AT 4 pmon October 27, near the
central canteen, Nausheen Fa-
rooq went over her notes before
addressing the media. Dressed
inayellow kurti, pyjamas and a
head scarf, she muttered each
pointunder her breath.

A few steps away, Haneena
BintOmarwaswalking fromthe
Geography Department to the
Political Science building, carry-
ingawater gallon in each hand.
Other students walked along-
side, carrying more water and
packetsoffood tobe passed over
thespiked boundary wall. For18
days, asoverahundredstudents
demanded therestoration of the
Jamia Millia Islamia’s long-de-
funct students’ union amid a
campus shutdown and pro-
hibitory orders, Nausheen and
Haneena were among those
who helped organise and sus-
tain the agitation. Another
woman, Rida Naushad Khan,
‘was among the seven students
whowentonhungerstrike, and
fasted for eight days.

On Thursday, the students
secured a breakthrough, with
theuniversity settinga timeline
for elections by July 2027. In a
late-night order, the Registrar’s
office set May 15, 2027, as the
deadline for approving and im-
plementing the Jamia Millia Is-
lamia Students’ Union (JMISU)
constitution. The orderdirected
that elections be held within six
weeks of the start of the aca-
demic session, in accordance
with the Lyngdoh Committee
guidelines. The next academic
session is expected to begin on
July 15,2027

Euphoric over their victory,
the women said they had not
plannedtoleadaprotest. “Ttwas
asudden call,” Nausheen said.
“We did not have much leader-
ship then. Gradually, it became

anorganic protest.”

Nausheen, from Port Blairin
the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, is a second-year MA stu-
dent in Disaster Management.
ShehasaBSc from Madras Uni-
versityand chose Jamia because
itis a central university. Then
she noticed the problems stu-
dents were facing — “poor hy-
giene, roomsand washroomsin
bad shape, and the quality of
food”.

Nausheen also pointed out
how women had a10 pm entry
deadline. “When we had ap-
proached the administration,
they gave a very casual, lacka-
daisical reply,” she claimed. “If
there was a union, there would
bearepresentative fromourside
and wewouldn'tbe facing prob-
lems.”

Haneena, a third-year law
student from Thrissurin Kerala,
said alleged malpractice in ad-
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(Clockwise from top) Rida
Naushad Khan; Haneena Bint
Omar with a photo of Jamia
founder Hakim Ajmal Khan;
Nausheen Farooq

missions was among the issues
that pushed her into the protest.
“When you see something
wrong happening, you have to
raise your voice,” she said. She
named AmbedKar, Savitribai
Phule and Fatima Sheikh as her
inspirations. “But for me, Deen
comes first.”

Haneena and Nausheen
were partofthe Cockroach Janta
Party’s October 10 protest
against irregularities in the
Special Intensive Revision and
weredetained in Shalimar Bagh.

Rida, afinal-year MA student
in Public Administration from
Lucknow, was the only woman
among the seven students who
fasted for the restoration of the
students’ union. She broke her
eight-day fast to return to Luck-
now after her mother fell ill.

Sittingonahungerstrikewas
notachoicebornofimpulsebut
of necessity,” she said.

A union, Rida said, is a
bridge. “It gives voice to margi-
nalised,” On participation of
‘women in protests, she was em-
phatic: “A struggle without
women is half-baked freedom,”
added Rida. “True democracy
needsusatthe centre.”

CBIinSConplea
seeking transfer of
Twisha death case
to Delhi: Accused
can influence trial

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30

THE CBI has responded to a
plea in the Supreme Court in
former actor-model Twisha
Sharma’s death case by her
father, seeking the transfer of
the trial from Madhya Pradesh
to Delhi. The central investiga-
tion agency has told the top
court that her husband, Sa-
marth Singh, and mother-in-
law Giribala Singh, a former
district judge, are influential
persons and there is likelihood
of them influencing trial pro-
ceedings in the case.

Inacounteraffidavit filed in
the top court on Thursday, the
CBIstated that “the gravity and
seriousness of the present case
isreflected from the allegations
that after the incident of death
ofthe deceased...Giribala Singh
has tried to manage the crime
scene and also tried to tamper
with the evidence. The ac-
cused...has misused her posi-
tion and there are a series of
incidents which clearly reflect
her unwarranted interference
in the investigation conducted
by the State Police.”

Itadded, “... During the in-
vestigation, it has been estab-
lished that...Giribala Singh
called the technician and took
the copies of CCTV footage of
the relevant period.”

The agency added that it
had also “been established that
0n13.05.2026...Giribala Singh
called the owner of Xpression
Beauty Parlour and asked her
about the visit of the deceased
0n12.05.2026 and collected the
relevant CCTV footage by send-
ingsome persons to the beauty
parlour.”

“In view of the aforesaid
facts and circumstances of the
case, it is respectfully prayed
that the respondent No.2and 3
in this case are influential per-
sonsof District Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh, and thereisevery like-

Twisha Sharma

lihood that they will influence
the trial proceedings and in-
timidate the witnesses of the
case,” the affidavit read.

Iturged the courtto pass ap-
propriate orders as deemed fit
in the interest of justice. The
case is currently pending be-
fore the court of Xth District
and Sessions Judge in Bhopal.

Twisha Sharma was found
hanging in her matrimonial
housein Bhopal on the night of
May12.

The accused took her to
AIIMS Bhopal, where doctors
declared her dead, accordingto
police.

The CBI, which took over
the probe, registered a case
under relevant provisions of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023
(BNS) and Dowry Prohibition
Act against Samarth Singh,
who is an advocate and his
mother Giribala Singh.

‘Twisha Sharma married Sa-
marth Singh on December 9,
2025.

After she became pregnant
in April this year, differences al-
legedly emerged between her
and the accused.

She then went back to her
parent’s house.

She allegedly had an abor-
tionafterwhichshereturnedto
her matrimonial home where
the fights continued and ulti-
mately ended in her death.

DIP/Shabdarth/Display/118/26-27
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DELHI AQI IMPROVES TO 60; IMD HAS FORECAST A PARTLY CLOUDY SKY FOR TODAY

At20.7°C, coldest Oct day in Delhi since 1951

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, October 30

DELHI ON Friday recorded its
coldest October day since
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) began record-
ing weather-related data in
1951, with the maximum tem-
perature plunging to 20.7 de-
grees Celsius.

The previous October low
was recorded at 21.5 degrees
Celsius in1975, followed by 21.9
degrees Celsiusin 1961 and 22.1
degrees Celsiusin1971, accord-
ing toIMD.

The dip was mainly driven
by rainfall, as Friday also saw
the highest single-day October
rainfall in four years. The Saf-
darjung observatory received
61.4 mm of rain in 24 hours
ending 8.30 am. According to
TMD officials, it was also the
sixth highest daily rainfall re-
corded since 1951, with the
highest being recorded at 172.7
mm on October 1,1954.

In Palam, the visibility
dropped from 2,500 m to 1,500
mby7.30 pm on Friday.

The widespread showers
brought a sharp improvement
inairquality. Delhi's average Air
Quality Index (AQI) improved
to 60 (Satisfactory) on Friday,
from 222 (Poor) at 4 pm on
Thursday, according tothe Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board.

This was the cleanest Oc-
toberairin four years, driven by
meteorological events. At AQI
of 44 (Good), October 10, 2022
was the time a cleaner AQI for
the month was recorded. This
year, the pollution levels were
lower, as AQI of 56 (Satisfac-
tory) was reported in Delhi on
September 28. While Guru-
gramsaw an AQIof 69, it was 58
Noida for Noida, both in the
“Satisfactory’ category.

Nearly half of October’s
total rainfall in Delhi was re-
corded in the 24 hours ending
Friday morning.

Several weather stations re-
corded more than 40 mm of
rain. IMD data showed Lodhi
Road received 63.4 mm, fol-
lowed by Ayanagar (554 mm),
Chhatarpur (53.5 mm), Ridge
(50.3 mm) and Palam (43.1
mm). Jharoda Kalan recorded
the highest rainfall among the
stations, at 89 mm. The last
time Delhi recorded higher
single-day rainfall in October
was on October 9, 2022, when
Safdarjung received 74 mm.

‘The minimum temperature,
however, did not see a similar
dip. It stood at 17.2°C on Friday,
1.1degrees above normal. Cloud
coverand high humidity canre-
strict the loss of heat from the
surface, limiting the fall in night-
time temperatures.

The IMD has forecast a
partly cloudy sky on Saturday,
followed by mainly clear sky
from Sunday.

According to IMD officials,
October rainfall this year has
been the fourth wettest on rec-
ord for up to October 30, since
1951. The highest monthly rain-
fall was logged in 1954 at 238.3
mm, followed by 236.2 mm in
1956 and 128.6 mm in 2022.

An active Western Disturb-
ance was the primary weather
system responsible for the rain-
fall over Delhi and other parts
of Northwest India, IMD offi-
cialssaid. The system triggered
widespread rainfall over parts
of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand and adjoining areas.

The IMD’s national bulletin
alsoreferred to the remnant de-
pressionof Very Severe Cyclonic
Storm Amab, whichwaslocated
over Chhattisgarh and adjoin-
ing Odisha on Thursday and
was expected to weaken into a
well-marked low-pressure area.

Rain lashes Kartavya Path in New Delhi on Friday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Labourers stare at months without
wages, builders race to finish work

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, October 30

TEN DAYS. 40 acres. Hundreds
of workers.

At The Amaryllis luxury
housing project in Karol Bagh,
the clock was ticking. With the
ban on construction work be-
ginning November1, labourers
hurried through exterior work
onthe complex’s towers, trying
to finish as much as possible
before the deadline.

Outside, while a water
sprinkler truck made its
rounds, dust hung over the
neighbourhood.

For workers, however, the
bigger worry was what would
happen after November 1.

On Tolstoy Marg, Rohit (29),
aconstruction worker from Bi-
kaner, was already preparing
for the months without work.

“For two or three months,
work stops,” he said. “The con-
tractor asks us to return to our
villages. Once work resumes,
they will call us back.”

‘When Rohit gets work regu-
larly, he earns around Rs 18,000
amonth, sends Rs10,000 home
and uses the rest for rent and
daily expenses in Delhi. “I do
not have any savings. I have to
find some work in the village,”
hesaid.

For thousands of migrant
workers like Rohit, the ap-
proaching winter means
months without a steady in-
come, followed by the uncer-
tainty of returning to Delhi
when construction resumes.

Theslowdownwas visibleat
Amba Deep building on K G
Marg. The construction site
stoodsilent, with green netsand
steel frames lining the building
where office renovation and re-
pair work had been under way.
The15to20 workers usually de-
ployed there had left for their vil-
lages for the festive season.

An official at the site said
many would not return for
weeks. Nearly four years into
the project, and with around
90% of the work complete, the
official estimated another two
years could be needed to finish
the work. The upcoming re-
strictions have forced builders
to rethink schedules, bringing
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The Amaryllis (left) and Amba Deep building. express

forward work that can be com-
pleted before November and
postponing other activities.
AtThe Amaryllis, Kunal Beh-
rani, Chief Commercial Officer
of Unity Group, said they have
rearranged priorities to com-
plete civil works first. “Tam fin-

ishing civil works first, then will
do electrical and plumbing
works... planningwas donetore-
workthe priorities," he added.
But once the total mid-
winter freeze kicks in, Behrani
warned, projects will hitadead
end. “From December 10, when

the complete ban kicks in, I
would be in serious trouble be-
causeIwouldn’t have anything
left to do. There is no clarity on
what kind of work can be done
and what cannot be done. You
are completely stuck,” he said.

From December 10 to Janu-
ary 20, acomplete shutdown of
construction and demolition
activity is mandated under
Delhi's Winter Action Plan.

The Plan marks a shift from
theearlier system, under which
construction activity was cur-
tailed largely in response to air
quality levels under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP).
While GRAP Stages 3 and 4
halted heavy dust-generating
activities like excavation,
demolition, and external fa-
cade plastering, they allowed
non-dust interior workssuchas
plumbing, electrical wiring,
carpentry, and elevator or DG
set installations to proceed.

However, under the Winter
Action Plan, dust-generating
demolition and outdoor civil
construction will be prohibited
from November 1to January 31,
followed by a complete halt to
all construction and demoli-
tionactivity from December 10
to January 20. Behrani said
builders were now dealing with
twosets of restrictions. “We get
the worst of the two worlds, as
CAQM imposes GRAP on me,
and then the government gives
aseparate notice,” he added.

Pointing to a "labor reten-
tion crisis", he said when con-
struction halts for weeks,
‘workers migrate home and re-
fuse to return until full-scale
operations restart, delaying
project delivery.

A Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) member alsosaid
that workers were unlikely to
return immediately after re-
strictions werelifted. “If you tell
me thatIwon’t do any work for
40 days, the labourer will go
home... Most labourers are mi-
grants...,” the member said. “It
takes notime for themtoleave,
but bringing them back is
tough. Even if you tell them
that work can start from Janu-
ary 31, they will wait for the
‘work tocommence completely
before coming back.”

Environment
Minister reviews
CAQM's new
command
centre to track
air pollution

Union Minister Bhupender
Yadavat CAQM’s new
PAVAN-I3Cin Delhi. x/@evapavesr

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30
IN A bid to leverage data, real-
time tracking and monitoring
of air pollution compliance in
the Delhi-NCR and to coordi-
nateenforcement, the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment (CAQM) has developed a
new Integrated Command and
Control Centre (I3C) named
PAVAN (Platform for Air
Quality Vigilance and Analytics
for NCR) in New Delhi.

‘Union Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change Bhupender Yadav re-
viewed the platform’s techno-
logical framework, operational
readiness on Friday and was
givenalive demonstration of its
functioning by CAQM officials.

This is the second such I3C
based in New Delhi, after the
one operationalised by the
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC).

PAVAN-I3C integrates over
30application programmingin-
terfaces and data streams,
which allows smooth exchange
of data. Thisincludes dataon air
quality, emissions, meteorologi-
cal, satellite, camera, mobility,
complaintand compliance data
from multiple agencies, accord-
ingto a note on the platform is-
sued by CAQM. It has also inte-
grated data from 111 continuous
ambient air quality monitoring
stations, 2,300 industries, 3,200
active construction sites and
traffic hotspot data.

“...The I3C is a major step...
specifically in terms of detect-
ing problems, analyzing them,
and prompting action,” Yadav
told mediapersons.

Plucking flowers, man,
son fall to death from
23rd floor of Greater
Noida West home

Drishti Jain
Noida, October 30

AMAN and his 11-year-old son
died after falling from the bal-
cony of their 23rd-floor flatina
Greater Noida West high-rise
early Friday morning.

Police said the two allegedly
lost their balance while using a
ladder to pluck flowers for
prayers and fell onto the roof-
top of the society’s clubhouse,
which is at the level of the sec-
ond floor.

Ranadip Patra, 40, and his
son Aarav lived in Mahagun
Mywoods Society in Gaur City
2, under the jurisdiction of the
Bisrakh police station.

According to Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Dr Pravin
Ranjan Singh, police received a
call around 4 am, informing
them that two people had died
after falling from a height. “Ra-
nadip’s wife told us that the
family was going to Khatu
Shyam for a property registry,”
hesaid.

They wanted to do the puja
before leaving.

A police officer said the
family usually plucked
aparajita flowers for rituals. Ra-
nadip would typically do so
every morning, while Aarav
would help onschool holidays.

Ranadip and his son Aarav, the
deceased. express

“The aparajita, a climber,
was growing near a corner of
the balcony, on the wall above
it. On Friday, Aarav took a
ladder to pluck the flowers but
lost his balance. Ranadip, who
was standing nearby, tried to
catch him, but both fell,” the of-
ficer said.

Both Ranadip and his wife
are central government em-
ployees. The family is originally
from Kolkata.“No complaint
has been given to the police so
far,” the officer said.

Police said they were com-
pleting the inquest proceedings
and had sent the bodies for a
post-mortem examination.

3offamily killed in
eway crash: Twokids
rescued from mangled
car after over an hour

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurugram, October 30

FOR NEARLY an hour, rescue
workers kept talking to an eight-
year-old boy trapped inside the
mangled remains of a car in the
early hours of Thursday, trying
to keep him conscious as they
worked to pull him and his one-
year-old sister out of the wreck-
age. The two children had sur-
vived a crash on the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway in
Gurugram that killed their par-
entsand othersister, aged7, after
their car rammed into astation-
arybus, police said.

The bus driver was arrested
Friday. The family, hailing from
Bihar, lived inSouthwest Delhi’s
Rajokri. Police said Bum Prasad,
38, his wife Roopa, 35, and their
children were returning home
after visiting a Balaji temple in
Rajasthan’s Dausa when their
Maruti Swift rear-ended a pri-
vate bus between 3am and 3.30
am near Dhunela in Sohna.

The bus had broken down
earlier and its driver had aban-
doned it along the elevated cor-
ridor, just before the junction
with the Sohna elevated road.
The impact pushed the car
underneath the bus, crushing
the front and passenger cabin.

“My brother went to the
temple also to seek blessings for
thebright future of the children,"
Prasad's younger brother Bal-
miki told The Indian Express on
Friday, recalling that he received
a phone call on Thursday
around 4am.

Hedroveimmediatelytothe
Bhondsi stretch of the Delhi-

Mumbai

The mangled car. exeress

realised the family could not
cover the sudden financial
burden of the tragedy.

“We could not afford an am-
bulance to Bihar. So we cre-
mated them near their home
here. Ourmotherwas notableto
attend their last rites as she is
bedridden”, hesaid. Balmikisaid
thatwhile his niece and nephew
are out of harm's way, they
would now be raised back in
their home state once formal-
ities are done.

"Tlost my brother.Thad come
to Delhi to drive a taxi like him.
My brother had worked hard so
his son could go to a private
school. There was nothing he
did not do to raise his children
well,"said Balmiki, adding, “My
brotherwas perhapsdrivingata
highspeed. Butstill, howcanthe
driver carelessly leave the bus
like that on such a major road?"
he asked. When the accident
happened, passersby alerted the
PCR, said officers.

“During the operation, res-
cueworkersdiscovered Prasad’s
eight-year-old sonand one-year-
old daughter had survived in-
side the mangled frame... Both
childrenwere broughtoutofthe
carsafely and taken to anearby
hospital, wh id that

by the mangled car and called
his relatives in Bihar. He soon

theywere outof danger,” asenior
officer said.

© ACCESS TO HISTORICAL SITES, SAFETY AMONG CHALLENGES CURATORS FACE WHILE ORGANISING THE WALKS

‘Haunted walks’ to movies: Delhi’s interest in ‘paranormal’ goes beyond Halloween

Jaspreet Singh
New Delhi, October 30

DELHI'S INTEREST in horror
has evolved beyond the stories
centered around supernatural
experiences told at casual
gatherings. A new age of en-
thusiasts are seeking thrill this
Halloween on Saturday with
uniqueexperiencesby exploring
‘haunted heritage walks’and at-
tending movie screenings.

For author and curator
Anoushka Jain, it is often her
‘haunted walks’ that draw a
bigger participation than the
weekly heritage walks. The usual
venues are Jamali-Kamali at

Mehrauli As Park
and Feroz Shah Kotla Fort —two
sites said to be “haunted by
Djinns”. Legend hasitthatthese
“invisible shape-shifters can
manifest themselvesas humans
oranimals”.

Atonesuchrecentwalk, Jain
claims, the guests had “super-
natural sightings”. “Many par-
ticipants messaged us that they
felt an eerie presenc
themsaid theysawa Dji
form of a Nilgai looking at
them...” shesays.

Whileother guided walks or-
ganised by her heritage and
education organisation, En-
route Indian History (EIH), are

mostl ic, the ‘haunted”
ones involve engaging with
peoplesharing theirown experi-
ences. “We assumed partici-
pants would be mostly young-
sters, but many 40-50-year-olds
join us too. Thrill-seekers have
no age.” For Halloween, EIH is
holding 'haunted walks' on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

Author Eric Chopra recalls
hosting his first-ever haunted
walk’ at the launch of his book,
‘Ghosted: Delhi’s Haunted
Monuments’, last Halloween.
OnSaturday, Chopra’s platform,
Itihasology, is hosting a free
‘haunted walk’ in Mehrauli,
marking hisbooK’s firstanniver-

(From left) At a Khatarnaak Films screening; walk by Unzip Delhi.

sary. But he says, “I don't like to
callitahaunted walk. Itrytogive
abundant space to both horror

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

and history.”
He adds, “Most of the aban-
doned monuments in Delhi

carryasenseoftraumafromthe
past, includingrecenteventslike
Partition and Emergency. So I
focus on the non-fictional
understanding.”

Anthropologist Mohammad
Anas, another curactor, isslowly
moving towards making such
experiences moreimmersive by
hiringon-site actorsand projec-
tors. His platform,
Unzip Delhi, is also
hosting a walk at
Mehrauli on Satur-
day.

For Jain and
Chopra, intertwin-
inghistorywith hor-
ror has been a prior-
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ity. On the other hand, curator
Shah Umair — commonly
knownas ‘Sikkawala’ asheisalso

only such movie club of its kind
in Delhi, Khatarnaak Films has
organised 23 screenings so far

anumismatist ich
“focus on myth dilutes the his-
torical significance of these
toois

thisyear. On averagg h

sees 20-30 participants, and up
to40ongooddays. “Wekeepthe
tickets Theideaisto

organising a Mehrauli heritage
walkon Sunday.

Away from Mehrauli, at a
cafe in Jangpura, S
Tara and Karmad-
itya Bagga — film-
makers and co-
founders of
‘Khatarnaak Films’
— host weekly hor-
ror movie screen-
ings. Probably the

inculcate a culture of appreciat-
ing movies from across the
world,” Tarasays.

For Halloween, ‘Khatarnaak
Films’isorganisingan overnight
camp on Saturday. Curating
such events, however, comes
with challengessuch asaccessto
sites and safety. “I fear for the
safety of my women team
members, especially at night,”
Jainunderlines.
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MOST LOK Sabha MPs
spend theirtime between
Parliamentsessionsin their
respective constituencies,
focusing on development of
theregion. But members of
the TDP have been
instructed by the party
leadership tospend atleast
three daysaweekinthe
Capital, tracking and follow-
inguponthe Central
schemes meant for Andhra
Pradesh. TDP supremo and
Chief Minister N Chandra-
babu Naidu wants the party
MPstotake up the state’s
requirements and demands
with the ministers or the of-
ficials concerned. Now, with
the governmentengaged in
Union Budget 2027-28 prep-
arations, the TDP MPs have
another responsibility —
they have been asked to visit
different ministries/depart-
ments, inquire about any
unutilised funds for the
state, avail them and utilise
themontheground.

On The Spot

THE PRESS conference of
the INDIA bloc to announce
the postponement of the
“publicimpeachment” of
CEC Gyanesh Kumarwas
discussed among Opposit-
ion memberslongafter the
briefing was over. The non-
Congressallies, especially
theSPand the TMC, were
pleased with Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi’s ges-
tureto hand over the micto
SPMP Dharmendra Yadav
and TMC member Derek
O’Brientoaddress the
media. Sources said Yadav
decided onthe spottomen-
tion the recent MLC election
resultsin Varanasi while tar-
geting BJP. His spontaneity
was well received by the
leaders presentthere. Yadav
was even complimented for
itbysome of the senior
leaders after the briefing.

Paton the Back

OFFICIALS AT the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment for NCR and Adjoining
Areasreceived repeated
praise from Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav Friday during the
latter’s visit to the Commis-
sion's office for reviewinga
new integrated command
centre to manage air pollu-
tion. Yadav said for the past
few weeks the Commission's
seniorleadership was
largely outin the field, work-
ingwith the states to curb
stubble burning. As asenior
official gave ademoonthe
command centre, the min-
ister probed further, seeking
information on certain open
burningviolations that were
visible onlive camera feeds.

BJP seeks action
from Shinde over
Mahayuti's lossin
MLC elections

‘Mumbai: The BJP Friday de-
manded that Deputy CM Ek-
nath Shinde take action against
Shiv Sena leaders accused of
working against alliance candi-
datesin MLCelections. BJPhas
blamed the Sena forits defeat in
Pune Graduates’ constituency.

NCP (SP) also wrested the
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar
Graduates’ constituency from
the NCP faction, led by Deputy
CM Sunetra Pawar. Both seats
were held by undivided NCPbe-
fore the party split. “In Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar Graduates’
constituency, Shiv Sena former
minister Abdul Sattar worked
against NCP candidate Satish
Chavan, wholost. InPune Grad-
uates’ seat, Shiv Sena Pune city
chief Ravindra Dhangekar wor-
ked against BJP’s Smita Jadhav,
who lost,” BJP spokesperson
Navnath Bansaid Friday. ENS

FIRST PLENARY SESSION OF G20 FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEETING IN ATLANTA

Tactical calculations should not
overlook dangers of terror: EAM

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, October 30

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
S Jaishankar said Friday that
“tactical calculations should
not lead to overlooking the
dangers of terrorism”, as “itis a
high-risk activity which has
come back to bite even the
practitioners”.

Jaishankar’s remarks at the
first plenary session of the G20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting Fri-
day in Atlanta were a thinly
veiled reference to US’s close
ties with Pakistan in the past
year-and-half duringwhich US
President Donald Trump has
engaged with Pakistan’s Army
Chief General Asim Munir.

India has accused Pakistan
of sponsoring terrorism against
Indians, including targeting ci-
vilians at the Pahalgam terror
attack in April 2025.

In a post on X, Jaishankar
said: “Pleased to participate in
the 1st Plenary of @g20org For-
eign Ministers” Meeting #At-
lanta today. Tactical calcula-
tions should not lead to
overlooking the dangers of ter-
rorism. It is a high-risk activity
which has come back to bite

Global South disproportionately bearing consequences of attacks on civilian shipping and seafarers:
External Affairs Minister S Jai:

even the practitioners.”

In an oblique reference to
the wars in Ukraine and West
Asia, hesaid, “Emphasised that
inthe face of global challenges,
military solutions will not work
and diplomacy mustbe givena
chance.”

Flagging the attacks on sea-
farers, he highlighted that “Glo-
bal South is disproportionately
bearingthe consequencesofat-

tacks on civilian shipping and

the framework of international

seafarers, jec ing the avail-

law, 'UNCLOS.” India

abilityand cost of fuel, food and
fertilizers.” Since the war began
in West Asia in February this
year, atleast 22 Indians, includ-
ing 14 seafarers, have lost their
lives in West Asia.

The minister flagged the
“urgent need to preserve the
freedom of navigation and en-

ion of attacks within

and Liberia have launched a
jointinitiative to safeguard sea-
farers.

Targeting China’s export
control restrictions, Jaishankar
said, “Right to industrialize is
beingdenied through the flood-
ing of markets, weaponizing
supply chains, constricting mar-
ketaccessand encouragingmar-

Polls ahead, Shah to UP BJP workers:
‘Throw your resentment in Gomti river’

Lalmani Verma
Lucknow, October 30

'UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah Friday asked party workers
in UP to set aside their differ-
ences, saying they should
“throwaway” their “disappoint-
ment and resentment in the
Gomti river” and work till the
votes are counted in next year’s
elections to ensure the party re-
turns to power for the third
straight term.

“Aaplogon ke mannmainjo
bhi nirasha, narazgi hai, use
Yyahan se jaate samay Gomti
mein daal kar jaiye. Ekjut
rehnahai. Kai baar mannmein
Jjosocha jaata hai wah haasil
nahihota hai(Whatever disap-
pointment or resentment you
have in your hearts, throw
them away in the Gomti when
you leave. We must remain
united. Often, things we wish
for do not turn out the way we
had hoped),” Shah said at the

L

A

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanathin Lucknow, Friday. express

party’sstate executive meeting.

While many in the party
might not have received any
posts or reward for their work,
BJP had carried out the “maxi-
mum adjustment” in UP to en-
sure they were accommodated
in government bodies and or-

Centre clears project
worth Rs 40,000 cr for 8
next-gen stealth warships

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, October 30

THE CABINET Committee on
Security (CCS) has approved a
project worth over Rs 40,000
croretobuild eight next-gener-
ation corvettes (NGC) for the
Indian Navy, markingasignifi-
cant addition to its surface
combatant fleet.

The project would give the
Navy anew generation of com-
pact, fast, multirole stealth war-
ships capable of operating
across the Indian Ocean Re-

on.

The government expects to
sign a contract soon with Kol-
kata-based Garden Reach Ship-

builders & Engineers and Goa
Shipyard Limited for their con-
struction.

Thedelivery of the corvettes
are expected to begin by 2030.

A corvette is a relatively
small surface combatant, typi-
cally smaller than a frigate or
destroyer.

The NGC programme is in-
tended to create a versatile
combat platform that can per-
form a variety of roles, includ-
ing anti-submarine warfare,
maritime surveillance and re-

ganisations, Shah added.
‘Atameeting chaired by BJP
chief Nitin Nabin in Varanasi
earlier this month, a party leader
said allotting tickets and minis-
terial berthsto “outsiders” might
be “acceptable”, but accommo-
dating them in senior organisa-

tional posts “makesitdifficult for
dedicated workers to work with
them”. Following the disap-
pointing results in Legislative
Council elections, in which the
SP won five of the 11 seats at
stake, sectionsin the BJPflagged
workers’ disappointment.

CM Yogi Adityanath in-
voked former Deputy PML K
Advani: “Advani ji often said
political priorities can change,
but the party’s values, ideals,
and ideology can never change.
BJP workers follow the same
ideology and work with compl-
etededication without concern
for personal honour or insult.”

State BJP chief Pankaj Cha-
udhary urged party workers to
introspect on four points. “Are
we active at every booth; are
our booth committees func-
tioning regularly; are our office-
bearers executing their respon-
sibilities; and are our mandal,
regional, and district-level of-
fice bearers among people?”

' Population Census from

Jan 25-Feb 28, revisional
round from March 1

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30

POPULATION CENSUS will be
conducted from January 25 to
February 28, followed by a revi-
sional round from March1tos,
the RGI and Census Commis-
sioner of India, Mrityunjay
Kumar Narayan, said in a ga-
zette notification Friday.

Inall states and UTs, except
Manipur (till further declar-
ation), Goa, Uttar Pradesh, Pun-
jab, Uttarakhand, Ladakh and

h

h-and-at-
tack missions, coastal and lit-
toral defence, aside from other
deterrence and maritime se-
curity operations.

bund non-synchron-
ous areas of Himachal Pradesh
and J&K, censusshallbeunder-
taken, the notification said.
The reference date for the

census will be 00:00 hours of
March1,2027,itsaid. “There will
be an option for self-enumer-
ation from January 10, 2027, to
January 24,2027, just before the
startof house-to-house popula-
tion enumeration,” it said.

Elections are due in UP, Ut-
tarakhand, Punjab, Goa and
Manipur early next year.

In June last year, the gov-
ernment had announced the
Census reference date for the
country, except for Ladakh and
snow-bound non-synchronous
areas of the UT of J&K and the
snow-bound non-synchronous
areas of the states of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, tobe
00.00 hours of March 1,2027.

ketdistortions. This must cease.”

Inthis context, hesaid, “Im-
portance of building resilient
and alternate connectivity, as
the world de-risks and diver-
sifies.” This has been part of
Delhi’s strategy at a time when
both US and China have sought
to weaponise their economic
strengths.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, whohosted the meeting,
said, “At today’s G20 Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting, Imade clear
that maritime and food security
drive economic security.”

“Through our America First
agenda, the United Statesisen-
couraging partners to protect
shipping routes, strengthen
food security, and reduce the
economic consequences of geo-
political crises,” he said on X.

Jaishankar’s participation
at the G20 Foreign Ministers’
meeting comes days after
Rubio visited India on October
20-22. Jaishankar will also at-
tend the Quad Foreign Min-
isters’ meeting in Atlanta. His
visit is being seen as laying the
groundwork for PM Narendra
Modi’s possible visit to the US
forthe G20 Leaders’ Summit in
mid-December.

Members of
EAC-PM meet
House panel,
flag costs of
staggered polls

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30

ECONOMISTS FROM the Econ-
omic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM) Friday
are learnt to have told the Joint
Parliamentary Committee,
examining the simultaneous
elections Bills, that the cost of
having staggered elections, asis
the case now, went beyond the
actual cost of conducting polls,
with frequent polls affecting pri-
vate investment.

The committee, chaired by
BJP MP P P Chaudhary, met
EAC-PM chairman Prof § Ma-
hendra Dev, EAC-PM member
Dr Shamika Ravi and EAC-PM
part-time member Prof Pami
Dua. The committee also met
Vivekananda International
Foundation chairman S Guru-
murthy.

The EAC-PM members are
learnt to have informed the
committee that staggered elec-
tions end up discouraging pri-
vate investment.

Mahendra Dev is learnt to
have told the committee that
uncertainty surrounding gen-
eral elections has been found to
lead to contraction in corporate
capital expenditure. Ravi is
learnt to have flagged the im-
pact of staggered elections on
low-income families. She is also
learnt to have raised the issue of
Centre-State coordination, say-
ing that frequent polls disrupt
the same, impactinglong-term
capital formation. The econ-
omic cost of separate elections
was more than the actual ac-
counting costs, she is learnt to
have said.

Duaislearntto have flagged
the disruptions caused by the
Model Code of Conduct, in-
crease in government revenue
expenditure and deployment
of personnel.

SIR: Bulk Form 7s
in UP not filed as
per rules, not acted
upon, ECtells SC

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30

RESPONDING TO allegations
that bulk Form-7 applications
were filed in UP, the Election
‘Commission Friday told the Su-
preme Court that none of those
forms had been acted upon by
Electoral Registration Officers
(EROs) and Assistant EROs.

“Nonameisdeleted without
giving notice and without pas-
sing a reasoned order by the
EROs/AEROs. All the com-
plaints related to Form 7 are
carefully inquired and resolved
by the Election Officers as per
the rules,” the EC said in its
counter-affidavit filed on Sep-
tember 16.

Form7isused tolodge objec-
tionsagainst the proposed inclu-
sion of aname, or to request the
deletion ofaname fromtheelec-
toral rolls on specific grounds.

According to the Registra-
tion of Electors Rules (RER),
1960, EROs are required to hold
hearings before passing speak-
ingordersoneach form.

The EC said “none of the
Form7s mentioned” inthe plea
“were received or submitted in
accordance with the above-
noted procedure prescribed
under the Representation of
the People Act, 1950 read with
RER, 1960 as well as the SIR
Guidelines. As such, no dele-
tion resulted therefrom. There-
fore, the allegation of systemic
misuse of Form 7 is baseless
and erroneous”. It pointed out
that there had been a total of
4,65,520 deletions through

Form 7s in UP, and that there
had been 252 appeals filed by
electors against the orders of
EROs, including deletions.

On Friday, the petitions filed
by Congress MP Tanuj Punia
and SP leader Arvind Kumar
Singh came up before a three-
judge bench presided by CJI
Surya Kant. Appearing for the
EC, Senior Advocate D S Naidu
told the bench, also comprising
Justices Joymalya Bagchiand V
Mohana: “That has been ad-
dressed. We found that bulk
Form 7s had been given. Our of-
ficers went, checked and cross-
checked. They were falseand we
have notacted”.

The counsel fortheapplicant
countered this and said that in
one constituency, 32 Form 7s
‘were submitted for one particu-
lar community, of which 2 were
signed by BLOs. He contended
that as no remedial measures
were taken during UPSIR, simi-
lar situations emerged in states
like Karnataka and Telangana.

The bench asked the coun-
sel to provide details of its re-
maining concerns to EC, which
it said would examine the fac-
tual aspects, take necessary cor-
rective steps and file a com-
pliance report.

Onapleachallenging SIR in
Kerala, Naidu submitted that
the exercise was over and elec-
tions had also been held with
revised rolls. The court de-
clined to extend the time for
SIR butsaid that though the EC
had completed the process, in-
clusion of anyone left out erron-
eously can continue.

Banks being sold, says
Rahul; IDBI forced to
lend in Cong rule: FM

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30

DAYS AFTER sparring over the
Tata Group, Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi and Union
Finance Minister NirmalaSitha-
raman traded heated exchanges
Friday over the disinvestment of
the IDBI Bank — the sale of
60.72%stake inthebank, thelar-
gest-ever FDIin India’s financial
sector, which is expected to be
completed by March next year.

Asserting that he stood with
theemployeesofthe IDBI Bank,
Gandhi targeted the Centreina
postonX, saying, “During Con-
gress’s time, IDBI was estab-
lished —tobuild the nation’sin-
dustry. During Modi’s time, first
the bidding was seen, then the
pricewasset. During Congress’s
time, banks were being created.
During Modi’s time, they are
beingsold.”

He also posted a letter dated
October29,saying, “Thegovern-
ment and LIC own ninety-five
per cent of this bank. After the
sale, they will own thirty-four
per cent. In 2003, the govern-
ment promised Parliament that
it would always hold at least
fifty-one per cent of IDBL”

Gandhi'sattackdrewasharp
counter from Sitharaman, who
accused the Congress of using
“banks and financial institu-
tions as personal entities and
pressured bankemployeestoex-
tendloansat theirwhim, bypas-
sing prudent lending norms.”

She underlined that all due
process hasbeen followed in the
IDBIBank “strategic restructur-
ing”. Sitharaman alleged that
IDBI Bank was handed over to
us in “poor shape, as IDBI itself
was forced tolend tolarge busi-
ness groups with close connec-
tions to Congress”, which
turned into “bad loans, causing
huge losses for IDBI Bank,
which we recognised”.

The NDA government, she
said, revived the bank through
professionalism, prudence and
recapitalisation. “Congress-era
banking had a phonebook for
the powerful and a rulebook for
the common citizens... Com-
mon people now have easy ac-
cesstoloans, and employeesare
not under pressure to extend
loans over the phone calls.”

Lashing out at several deci-
sionstaken by the previous Con-
gressgovernments, Sitharaman
said on X, “In 1976, Indira Gan-
dhi’s government removed SBI
Chairman R K Talwar after he
refused political pressure to
relax lending conditions for a
company linked to Sanjay Gan-
dhi’s circle. Sanjay Gandhi
pressured the Central Bank of
India over loans to Maruti.”

“In 1957, Haridas Mundra
got money from LIC due to in-
fluence by the Congress
leaders. B JJanardhana Poojary,
MoSFinanceunder Indira Gan-
dhi and Rajiv Gandhi — press-
ured bank employees to issue
loans in the 1980s.”

© SHARMILA SOUGHT JAGAN’S PERMISSION TO USE YELAHANKA PALACE FOR HER DAUGHTER’S RECEPTION, WEDDING; HE OBJECTED CITING CONCERNS OVER SECURITY, PRIVACY

Two weddings & arift: Amid Jagan-Sharmila row, YSR family ties tested

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, October 30

TWO WEDDINGS in the family
of former Andhra Pradesh CM
and Congress stalwart late Y S
Rajasekara Reddy or YSR seem
to be testing their familial ties
and political loyalties.

Atthe centre of the row are
ex-AndhraCMY SJagan Mohan
Reddy, YSR’s son and YSRCP
president, and hissister Y SShar-
mila, APCC president.

Both siblings have been es-
tranged for the past several
years. Sharmila had initially
complained about not being
given a political space in the
'YSRCP by Jagan. Later, she also

accused herbrother of allegedly
denying her proper share in the
'YSR family’s properties.

The current row began after
Sharmila sought permission
fromJaganto use the YSR fam-
ily’s sprawling Benglauru
house complex, known as Yela-
hanka Palace, to host the recep-
tion and wedding of her
daughter Anjili on November
25, whorecently got engaged to
an NRIS Ragurami Reddy.

Jagan wrote back to Shar-
mila, expressing his happiness
over his niece’s wedding but
raisingobjectionto heruseofthe
Yelahanka Palace, citingsecurity
concerns and privacy issues.

The correspondence be-

Former CMY S Jagan Mohan Reddy; APCC president Y S Sharmila

tween Jagan and Sharmila was
leaked to the media, causing se-
vere strains to relationships in
the YSR clan. Family sources
said that amid calls for a “com-
promise” between the siblings

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

initiated by their mother Y S Vi-
jayalakshmi, both of them have
dugin their heels.

The daughter of Y S Anil
Reddy, a cousin of Jagan and
Sharmila, isalsogetting married

in November in Chennai. Anil
Reddy is the son of Y S George
Reddy, YSR’s brother, and is a
foundingmember ofthe YSRCP,
whose family hasbusinessinter-
ests in Africa. The wedding of
Anil's daughter is scheduled for
November 3-6in Chennai.
Their family members, in-
cluding cousins, aunts and
uncles, several of whom are
NRIs, have started arriving in
Hyderabad or Bengaluru and
proceedingto Chennai, without
meeting Sharmila, whowassaid
to have been left out in the cold.
Some of them also had a meet-
ing at YSR family’s home at Pu-
livendula, ahead of filing of
nomination papers by the

YSRCP candidates for Andhra
Pradesh local bodyelections, be-
fore heading to Chennai.

Sharmila’sinitial insistence
onholding her daughter’swed-
ding at Yelahanka Palace has
widened faultlines in the YSR
clan, sources said.

“Jagan’s wife Bharati and
theirdaughterliveat Yelahanka
Palace. Their second daughter,
who is completing studies
abroad will soon join them.
‘WhenJaganisnotthere, thereis
no security. Jagan is worried
about the security and safety of
his family if the place is opened
forawedding. Thelarger family
agrees with him,” sources said.

The Chennai weddingisalso

likely to become a show of
strength for the YSR family. CM
CJoseph Vijayislikely toattend
besides heads of several promi-
nentbusiness familieswho have
relations with YSR family. Shar-
mila and her husband M Anil
Kumar havestarted distributing
invitation cards for their
daughter’s wedding too, al-
though itsvenue may be shifted
to Hyderabad if Jagan sticks to
his objections. Apart from CMs
Revanth Reddy, D K Shivaku-
mar, and a host of prominent
leaders, they have also invited
Vijay. Some membersofthe YSR
clan may however giveitamiss.
“It is becoming very awkward
now,” said a family member.
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Pilot, five pilgr

ims Killed as helicopter

returning from Badrinath crashes

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
Dehradun, October 30

ALL SIX people on board a ci-
vilian helicopter, including
the pilot, were killed after it
crashed near Hathi Parvat in
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli dis-
trict on Friday afternoon, with
the state government ground-
ingthe entire fleet of the oper-
ator, Trans Bharat Aviation, as
aprecautionary measure.

The helicopter, carrying
five passengers and a pilot,
was travelling from Shri Badri-
nath Dham towards the Sahas-
tradhara helipad in Dehradun
when it crashed near Sthan
Marwadi, close to Hathi Parvat
inJoshimath tehsil, ataround
2pm.

The deceased have been
identified as Arun Salunke, a
police inspector with the tech-
nical cell of the Bengaluru
CCB; Prathapa Bachihally
Ningaraju, a businessman
from Hassan with links to the
Congress; advocates Sudheer
Kand Shankargowda VB; and
H S Nataraj from Tumakuru.

Chamoli District Magis-
trate Gaurav Kumar con-
firmed the deaths.

The incident came amid
adverse weather conditions in
the region.

The India Meteorological
Department had issued an or-
ange alert for Chamoli on Oc-
tober 30, warning of thunder-
storms accompanied by
lightning, hail and gusty
winds of 40-50 kmph in iso-
lated areas. It had also forecast
light to moderate rainfall
across the district.

The precise circumstances
that led to the crash are under
investigation.

According to the Action
Taken Report by the Chamoli
district administration in Ut-
tarakhand, the helicopter took
off from the Sahastradhara
helipad in Dehradun and was
headed towards Badrinath
Dham.

While returning, it en-
countered “adverse weather
conditions in the Hathi Parvat
area and crashed while de-
scending towards a lower alti-
tude”.

The Army team reached

the accident site and located
allsix bodies. However, dense
forest cover and wildlife activ-
ity in the surrounding area
posed challenges to the re-
covery operation. The search
and rescue operation is sched-
uled to resume at 5 am on Sat-
urday, the report said.

Secretary, Disaster Man-
agement and Rehabilitation,
Vinod Kumar Suman, said the
Chamoli District Disaster
Management Officer first in-
formed authorities around 2
pm thatthe civilian helicopter
had met with an accident.

Suman said an Army Sig-
nal Centre team spotted
smoke rising from the heli-
copter in the area and saw it
rapidly descending.

Uttarakhand Civil Aviation
Development Authority
(UCADA) Chief Executive Of-
ficer Prateek Jain said, “The
helicopter departed from Ba-
drinath for the Sahastradhara
heliport at 1:14 pm. We were
unable to trace the heli-
copter’s location since it was
passing through the vicinity of
the Joshimath valley. Upon re-
ceiving this information, we
‘mobilised the Chamoli district
administration, the SDRF
(State Disaster Response
Force), and an Army unit to
the area near the incident site
to prepare for a proper rescue
operation. As a precautionary
measure, the entire fleet of
helicopters belonging to Trans
Bharat Aviation has been
grounded.”

Friends of the five de-
ceased told The Indian Ex-
press that the group shared a
close bond and had planned
the Char Dham pilgrimage to-
gether.

Mahesh, a cooperative so-
ciety secretary in Tumakuru,
said he was friends with Shan-
kargowda and H S Natarajand
had also been invited to join
the trip, but couldn’t because
of work.

Hesaid the group regularly
shared photographs and up-
dates on social media during
their trips.

However, this time, they
had not posted any such up-
dates. He said the families are
awaiting further details.

Atiya Firdos
Bengaluru, October 30

FIVEFRIENDS from Karnataka,
including a police inspector
posted with the Central Crime
Branch (CCB) in Bengaluru,
wereamongthesix peoplekilled
in the helicopter crash in Cha-
molidistricton Friday. Thesixth
victim was the pilot, Capt. Hi-
manshu, from Delhi.

Thefivevictims from Karna-
taka have been identified as in-
spector Arun Salunke, Prathapa
Bachihally Ningaraju, a busi-
nessman from Hassan with
linkstothe Congress, Sudheer K
and Shankargowda VB, advo-
cates from Bengaluru, and HS
Nataraj from Tumakuru. They
were part of a group of friends
who had travelled to Uttarak-
hand for the Char Dham pil-
grimage.

According to a press release
issued by the Karnataka State
Disaster Management Author-
ity, the civil helicopter operated
by Trans Bharat Aviation and
carrying the five passenger:

Force (SDRF), Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP), police,
health department and district
disaster management author-
ities to carry out search and res-
cue operations. “The rescue
teams recovered the mortal re-
mains of all six persons, includ-
ingthe pilot. The mortal remains
are being brought to Joshimath
for post-mortem examination,”
the press release said.

The Karnataka Chief Min-
ister’s Office and the Relief Com-

SDRF and other security personnel conduct a search and rescue
ionat th h si

f the
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The crane collapsed from a height of around 100 feet. pri
MAHARASHTRA

2dead, 2 injured as crane collapses
at construction site in Nagpur

TWO WORKERS died and two others were injured after a
fromaheight ofaround 100 feet at an under-

Friday. (Above) k

helicopter in Chamoli, Uttarakhand, on Friday. prian

Inspector, lawyers, businessmen among five
passengers from Karnataka killed in air crash

CCB Inspector Arun Salunke
was among the 5 victims

missioner

After completing an ITI course,
he moved to Bengaluru, where
heworked with a contractor be-
fore venturing into real estate.
He was also associated with the
Congress in Hassan. “He was al-
ways willing to help people. He
would assist families with mar-
riagearrangementsand medical
needs,” Manjunath said.
Prathap is survived by his
wifeand two children. “Prathap
waskeenon political

construction Maharashtra Housing and Area Development
Authority (MHADA) housing project near Geeta Mandir, at

Cotton Market Square in Nagpur, on Friday. The incident

took

jurisdiction of G

The crane was being used for construction work at the
MHADA colony whenit fell, leaving four workers seriously
injured. Following the accident, injured workers were rushed
toOrient Hospital in Nagpur for treatment. Two of them later
succumbed to their injuries, while the other two are under-
goingtreatment. The construction work at the site was being
undertaken by private contractor Shirke Construction. ENS

Maharashtra:
17-year-old tiger
dies of illness

A17-year-old tiger died fol-
lowinganillness at the
SiddharthZoo in Chhatra-

career and had plans to visit vil-
e

inatingwith ~ shared ph and up- ionwiththeup-
their counterparts in Uttarak-  dates on social media during coming local body elections
their trips. However, thistime,  afterhereturned from the trij

handto facilitate the transporta-
tion of the bodies to Karnataka
attheearliest.

Friends of the five victims
told The Indian Expressthat the
group shared a close bond and
had planned the Char Dham pil-
grimage together. Mahesh, aco-
operative society secretary in
‘Tumakuruy, said he was friends
withShankargowdaand HSNa-
taraj and had also been invited
to join the trip. He said he de-
clined due to work commit-
ments. “Theyleftt

crashed around 2pminthehilly
terrain of the Hathi Parvat area
while flying from Badrinath to
Dehradun.

Uttarakhand disaster man-
agement authorities immedi-
ately mobilised teams from the
Army, State Disaster Response

I'was expecting them to return
tomorrow (Saturday). Ispoke to

they did not post any photo-
graphs or status updates. Ma-
hesh said the families had been
informed about the crash.

Nataraj’s family is based in
Huliyurdurgain Tumakuru dis-
trict. He was associated with a
poultry-related business; his
family also runs a community
hallin the village. Natarajis sur-
vived by two children.

Another friend, Manjunath,
said Sudheer frequently
travelled to his native place and
often organised trips with his
closecircleof friends. The group

hankargowda
(Thursday). He told me he was
busy with some work and that
we would speak once he re-
turned,” Mahesh said.

He said the group regularly

was to return to Kar-
nataka from the pilgrimage on
October28, butbad weather dis-
rupted their plans.

Ningaraju hailed from
Bachehalli in Hassan district.

Manjunath said.

Arun Salunke, an inspector
with the CCB’s technical cell in
Bengaluru, is survived by his
wife and two children. In Au-
gust, Salunke had lost a close
friend and fellow police officer,
Ravi K B, an inspector with the
South-East Cyber Crime police
station, who died inanaccident
inMadhya Pradesh while on his
way to arrest a cybercrime sus-
pect. Following Ravi’'sdeath, Sa-
lunke had shared a tribute on
Facebook, describinghim asnot
justacolleague, “but mybrother
inuniform”.

Thebodies of all victims were
recovered, said officials. DNA
samplesarebeingcollected from
the relatives of the victims for
identifying the bodies.

President Murmu
toattend Nashik
Kumbh today

Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, October 30

PRESIDENT DROUPADI
Murmu will attend the Dhwa-
jarohan (flag hoisting) cer-
emony at Nashik and Trimba-
keshwar on Saturday, formally
marking the beginning of the
Simhastha Kumbh period.

The main influx of pilgrims
is expected around the auspi-
cious bathing dates, or Amrut
Snans, in August and Septem-
ber2027.

The Kumbh Mela is a major
Hindu religious congregation
traditionally held at four loca-
tions: Prayagraj, Haridwar, Uj-
jain and Nashik-Trimbakesh-
wat.

4 hrs after allowing plea, Somnath non-veg ban reinstated

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, October 30

THE GUJARAT High Court on
Friday struck down the prohib-
ition onthesale of non-vegetar-
ian food in the vicinity of the
Somnath Temple in Prabhas
Patan, Veraval, only to reverse
its order within hours and re-
store the ban imposed by the
state government.

About four hours after a
single judge of the HC had
allowed petitions by six restaur-
ant owners challenging the re-
strictions, a Division Bench of
the court stayed the order,
acting on an urgent appeal
moved by the government
even before the written judg-
ment of the single judge was
made available.

The owners of six restaur-
ingJM

The Nashik ionis | ants, i
called Simhastha. Khwaja Hindustan Restaurant,
The Nashik-Trimbakesh- | New Gulab, Kismat Restaurant,

‘war Kumbh is held once every
12 years. The previous congre-
gation took place in 2015-16.
The religioussignificance of
the festival is also iated

and Taj Restaurant, had chal-
lenged the restrictions on the
sale, storage, distribution, and

preparation of non-veg food
alongdesignated roadsleading
to and within a 500-metre
radius of the temple.

Around 3 pm, immediately
after Justice Nisha M Thakore
pronounced the order in open
courtallowing the petition, the
state sought time to challenge
it before a Division Bench.

Government Pleader G H
Virk submitted that nothing
had changed on the ground
since the final notification was
issued on August 10 and re-
quested that the operation of
the order be kept in abeyance
for seven days.

Hesubsequently pressed for
five working days to enable the
state to prefer an appeal. “..We
arerequestingexactly five work-
ingdays. Seven days means five
working days, so that we can
prefer the LPA (Letters Patent
Appeal). That’s the only re-
quest,” he told the court.

However, the judge de-
clined tostay the order. The oral
dictation recorded: “The re-

. |

Somnath Temple isin Prabhas
Patan, Veraval

quest for stay is not accepted.”
Thestate then moved an ur-
gent appeal before a Division
Bench comprising Acting Chief
Justice Manash Ranjan Pathak
and Justice Nirzar S Desai. Virk
submitted in open court: “The
judgment has not been pub-
lished but the pronouncement
made in the court was that the
petitions had been allowed.”
By 6.45 pm, the Division
Bench had stayed the operation
of the single judge order, and

kept therestrictionson non-veg
food along the notified Som-
nath pilgrimage routes in force.

Duringan earlier hearingon
October 21, the state had
strongly defended the restric-
tions, submitting that the relig-
ioussignificance and very high
footfall at the temple justified
regulating the sale of non-veg-
etarian food along routes taken
by pilgrims.

Virk had submitted before
Justice Thakore that approxi-
mately 1.2 crore devotees had
visited Somnath in 2026. He
had cited judicial rulings and
restrictions at other pilgrimage
centres such as Rishikesh, Ha-
ridwar, Amritsar, and Mathura-
Vrindavan, and argued that
Somnath could not be treated
as an ordinary commercial
centre.

The state maintained that
therestrictions did notamount
toatown-wide prohibition, and
that restaurants could continue
operating and serving vegetar-
ian food. It submitted that

devotees using the designated
roads for pilgrimage and pa-
dyatra should not have to en-
counter the sale of non-veg
food along these routes.

The petitioners pointed out
that their establishments had
been operating for decadesand
served both vegetarian and
non-vegetarian food. They ar-
gued that the restrictions
threatened the livelihoods of
the owners and the jobs of
hundreds of employees, and
said there was no evidence of
clashes or disturbances caused
by the sale of non-veg food.

The state had based its case
in part on a series of notifica-
tions issued over the past two
decades.

A 2006 notification had re-
stricted the sale and storage of
eggs, meat, and fish within SO0
metres of the Somnath Temple
and along the road connecting
the temple with the bus stand.
Virk had submitted that this
notification had notbeen chal-
lenged, and remained in force.

pati an offi-
cial said on Friday. The big
cat, named Siddharth, had
notbeen eating adequately
forthe past few days. He
had also been suffering
from digestive problems for
aweek, the official said. Its
treatment was underway at
the zoo, butitbecame unre-
sponsive and died on
Thursday. Autopsy was con-
ducted on thetigerinthe
presence of Animal
Husbandry Department
staff, after which its last
rites were performed, the
official said. PTI

3dead, 1injured
in car-bus
collisionin MP

THREE PERSONS died and
an eight-year-old girl was
injured inahead-on colli-
sionbetween aspeeding
busandacarinSidhi
district of Madhya Pradesh
on Friday afternoon, police
said. “The car occupants,
Anil Tiwari (35), his cousin
Sudhir Tiwari (32), and
Anil’s wife Manorama Ti-
wari (30), died on the spot.
Aniland Manorama’s eight-
year-old daughter, Moina
Tiwari, was injured in the
accident,” said Additional
Superintendent of Police
Kamala Joshi. The girl was
admitted to Rewa Medical
College, before being
discharged, police said. PTI

HC issues notice to CJP’s
Saurav Das over pleato
cancel passport, Aadhaar

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, October 30

THE MADRAS High Court on
Friday issued notices to Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) spokes-
person Saurav Das and several
Union government authorities
on a petition seeking an inves-
tigation into his background,
cancellation of his passportand
Aadhaar card, and blocking of
his social media accounts over
allegations that he made de-
rogatory remarks against the
judiciary.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Sushrut Arvind Dhar-
madhikari and Justice G Arul
Murugan heard the public in-
terest litigation filed by R Ga-
nesh Kumar, a resident of
Zamin Pallavaram in Chennai,
who alleged that Das had re-
peatedly made offensive state-
ments about the judiciary, in-
cluding the Chief Justice of
Indiaand other Supreme Court
judges.

The petition seeks direc-
tions to the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs and other auth-
orities to conduct what it de-
scribed asa “detailed, thorough

and fair probe” into the
antecedents of Das and
members of his family.

The petitioner specifically
sought an inquiry into the
background of Das’s mother
and his biological father, who,
accordingtothe petition, reside
inPuducherry.

He also requested that the
authorities take steps to cancel
Das’s passport and Aadhaar
card if the proposed investiga-
tion establishes grounds for
suchaction.

Additionally, the petition
sought directions to the Minis-
try of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology to block Das’s
accounts on X, formerly
Twitter, and Instagram, and
prevent him from making
further statements allegedly
derogatory to the judiciary.

The respondents include
theRegional Passport Officerin
Chennai, the Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of India, the
Union ministries of Home Af-
fairs, External Affairs, Law and
Justice, and Electronicsand In-
formation Technology, as well
asgrievance officers represent-
ing X and Instagram.

with the legend of Samudra
Manthan, or the churning of
the ocean.

The Dhwajarohan cer-
emony marks the beginning of
the Simhastha period associ-
ated with the Kumbh and the
start of the religious and ad-
ministrative activities leading
up to the main congregation.

The festival is scheduled to
continueuntil July 2028, when
the flags will be lowered in cer-
emonies at Trimbakeshwar
and Nashik. Ritual bathing is
the central religious activity of
the Kumbh, and the largest in-
flux of pilgrims is expected
around the designated bathing
daysin2027.

The main Amrut Snans are
scheduled for August 2and Au-
gust 31,2027, at both locations.
The third is scheduled for Sep-
tember 11, 2027, in Nashik and
September 12,2027, in Trimba-
keshwar.

© THE TIGRESS IS PART OF BENGAL'S FIRST TIGER RELOCATION PROJECT; OFFICIALS SAID AN ALERT HAS BEEN SOUNDED AT THE RAIMONA NATIONAL PARK IN KOKRAJHAR, ASSAM

Bihar tigress moves between Assam villages, Bengal weighs tranquilising it

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, October28

A BIHAR tigress relocated to
West Bengal’s Buxa Tiger Re-
serve as part of the state’s first
tiger relocation project has
strayed across state lines into
Assam and shown no signs of
returning, prompting the forest
departments of the two states
to step up efforts to trackit.

Over the past six days, the
three-year-old tigress, T-138,
hasbeen tracked near forest vil-
lages in Assam, where it has
killed three domesticated pigs
and four piglets. It later crossed
a river and moved towards
another village.

With the animal moving

closer to human settlements,
the Bengal Forest Department
is considering tranquilising
and retrievingitasalast resort,
though no final decision has
been taken.

The task has been compli-
cated by gapsin the radio-collar
signal. At one point, the signal
went missing for nearly 24
hours before becoming active
again. “Weare aware of its loca-
tion. I will personally visit
Assam tomorrow and hold a
meeting with officials of both
states. No decision has been
taken yet on tranquilising it
and bringing it back. But our
teams are ready. We are track-
ing the tigress,” state Forest
Minister Manoj Oraon told The

The three-year-old tigress, T-138, has killed three domesticated

pigs and four piglets near forest villages in Assam. fiLe

Indian Express.
The radio-tracking system
stopped transmittingon Thurs-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

day, following which teams
from forest departments of
Bengal and Assam began scan-

ning the area. Fresh signals
were received on Friday after-
noon, helping officials locate
theanimal.

“Sometimes this happens.
‘When the animal is in water or
in certain forest zones, the sig-
nal is not received. But we
know its location,” Oraon said.

Accordingtosourcesin Rai-
mona National Park, the tigress
was initially located near Hati-
garh forest village. “The tigress
initially hunted domesticated
pigs but could not eat them as
villagers were alerted. We have
informed local residents and
are conducting awareness cam-
paigns and public announce-
ments. Villagers have been ad-
vised not tovisit the area where

thetigressislocated and tostay
indoors after dark,” a Raimona
National Park official said.

The tigress later moved
from Hatigarh to Narayanpur
village, around 30 km away.

“Ithasmoved to Narayanpur
village in the Gossaigaon sub-
division of Kokrajhar district
from Hatigarh. It crossed the Ja-
nali river in the Gurufela area
and is now inside a bamboo
grove near the village. Teams
fromboth Bengaland Assam are
tracking it,” a senior Raimona
National Park official said.

The relocation of T-138 to
Buxa Tiger Reserve, a protected
forest spanning around 760 sq
km in Alipurduar district, was
partofalargerplantorevive the

tiger population in the region.
Historically an important
tiger habitat in north Bengal,
Buxahasseen habitat degrada-
tion, changes inland useand a
decline in prey availability, af-
fecting its ability to sustain a
resident tiger population, the
Union Environment Ministry
had said in a statement. The ti-
gress’s release was intended to
markthebeginningofaphased
recovery programme.
Thetigress was tranquilised
and caged at the Valmiki Tiger
Reserve in Bihar before being
flown to Hasimara Air Force
Station in Alipurduar on Sep-
tember 30. It was then taken to
the Rajabhatkhawa forest area
under Buxa Tiger Reserve.
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SC: Physical intimacy can’tbe branded as

rape merely because relationship soure

Ananthakrishnan G.
New Delhi, October 30

LETTING OFF a man accused
by his partner of rape by mis-
leading her to believe that they
wereinamarital relation, theSu-
preme Court on Friday said that
it“hasnotbeenentrusted to pass
moraljudgementonthevarying
exercises of free choice, auton-
omy and agency by individuals
inthe country”.

Abench of Justices BV Na-
garathna and R Mahadevan
said, “Adult, men and women
may freely make decisions that
are wise or unwise, prudent or
reckless and considerate or cal-
lous. These decisions would
necessarily be accompanied by
consequences, perhaps in the
form ofundesirable outcomes or
unexpected possibilities, some
evendeeply hurtful. None of this
would, however, transform
these decisions and their result-
ing circumstances automati-
cally into criminal offences
requiringtheinterventionofthe

Stateapparatus.”

Writing for the bench, Justice
Nagarathna said, “Criminal law
cannot be used as munitions to
settle personal scores, exact re-
venge or coerce an individual to
actinany particular way.”

The man, who was married
and had two children, lived
with the woman, a divorcee,
from 1996 to 2003, allegedly
after a marriage at a temple in
Mysore. The woman alleged
that he deceived her by claim-
ing to be a bachelor due to
which she consented toa physi-
cal relationship. Subsequently,
an FIR was registered against
him on charges of rape and
cheating among others. Al-
though the man approached
the Kerala High Court, he failed
toget relief, following which he
moved the Supreme Court.

On Friday, the apex court
said it could not find “ingredi-
ents” of the charges against the
man. “Wedonotunderstand as
to how the allegations against
the appellant herein could be

brought within the scope and
ambit of the aforesaid provi-
sions. Takingthe allegations in
the FIR and the charge-sheet as
they stand, the crucial ingredi-
ents of the offences under Sec-
tions 376,420,493,494 and 495
of the IPC are entirely absent.
Theinstant caseis one wherein
the probability of the commis-
sion of the said offences by the
appellant is entirely non-exist-
ent,” it said.

It noted that the woman
“does not also deny the fact that
she was made aware of the pre-
existing marriage of the appel-
lant within a few months of co-
habiting with him from his
brother”.

“Considering this, it is un-
tenable and incredulous that
she continued tobelieve herself
tobeappellant’slegal wife solely
onthebasisof hisalleged oral re-
assurances to the contrary. The
case at hand is evidently one of
consensual relationship that
perhaps was camouflaged in a
marriage for the sake of avoiding
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scrutiny or stigma, which event-
ually cametoanend.”

“The mere factum of the re-
lationship having turned sour
and acrimonious cannot on its
own convert earlier incidences
of consent tosexual acts into of-
fencesof rape. Suchaconclusion
‘would be putting the cart before
the horse, predicating the prior
actofconsentonthe outcomeof
therelationshipitselfintoan of-
fence,” the court said.

The bench pointed to “a
‘worrying trend in recent years
wherein consensual relation-
ships that have come to an end
areretrospectively combed with
afinetoothsoastoidentify what
can post-facto be construed as
violence and sexual assault”.

Itsaid thattreatingsuchrela-
tions as non-consensual “de-
nudesthe manofanyagencyen-
tirely, as the mere factum of
being in a consensual relation-
ship at one point would bind
himtoitentirely for fear of being
accused of rape at a subsequent
pointof time.”

“Insuch cases, physical inti-
macy that occurred during the
currency of a functioning rela-
tionship cannot be retrospec-
tively branded as acts of rape
merelybecause therelationship
soured and no longer subsists.”

“Rape, being a heinous of-
fence, mustbe reserved forsitu-
ationswhere there is real sexual
violence, coercion, or manipu-
lation of consent. When every
consensual relationship which
soursis converted intoanaccu-
sation of rape, it not only di-
lutes the gravity of the offence
alleged or rather negates the
very allegation of crime. It also
subjects theaccused toirrepar-
able stigma, harassment and
injustice,” the bench said. “This
is not merely a matter of per-
sonal dispute. The abuse of the
criminaljustice process insuch
casesisamatter of serious con-
cern and must be condemned.
Hence, courts would have to
view the entire relationship
holistically rather than from
the perspective of its end.”

Congress expels
Kripa Alva for 6 years
over ‘sting operation’

Press Trust of India
Bengaluru, October 30

THE KARNATAKA Pradesh
Congress Committee (KPCC) has
expelled former party general
secretary Kripa Alva forsixyears
with immediate effect over alle-
gationsof herinvolvementinan
alleged stingoperation targeting
Congress leaders in the state.
The expulsion order issued
by KPCC Vice-President M Na-
rayanaswamy, said the contro-
versy had caused embarrass-
menttothe partyduetonegative
publicity and reactions in the
media. “As your name has fig-
ured in this sting operation case
and your conduct in the matter
amountstoanti-party activities,
on the instructions of the
Hon’ble KPCC President, youare
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General Public:

instantly to the Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

For all Private Placement Agencies :

Every Private Placement Agency providing domestic workers MUST Register on
the e-District portal (edistrict.delhigovt.nic.in) of GNCTD and obtain a Licence from
the concerned Joint/Deputy Labour Commissioner within 15 days. Police/Character
Verification of the 'Domestic Worker' and 'Employer' is mandatory for filing application
for Registration/ License. Non-compliance of the provisions of Executive Order dated
25.09.2014 shall attracts penalty of Rs. 50,000/~ (recoverable as arrears of land
revenue), cancellation of Registration/License and prosecution.

All Private Placement Agencies are directed to obtain Registration and License
from Labour Department, GNCTD immediately and do not operate without
Registration/ License and further comply with the requirements of SOPs failing which
penal action shall follow.

Eor Employers/General Public:

DO NOT engage any Domestic Help through a Private Placement Agency that is
not Registered on the e-District portal and not Licensed through the Labour
Department, GNCTD. Verify the Private Placement Agency's Registration/License
and insist on Police Verification of the Worker/s before engaging such. Report
Unregistered/ Unlicensed Private Placement Agencies immediately to the concerned
District Labour Office and inform the incidence of any exploitation/harassment case

Police.

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0266/26-27

Mandatory Registration & Licensing of Private Placement
Agencies providing Domestic Workers

The Labour Department, GNCTD has notified the Delhi Private Placement
Agencies (Regulation) Order, 2014 on dated 25.09.2014 in the Delhi Gazette in
compliance to the orders of Hon'ble High Court of Delhi in the WP (Crl.) - 82/2009
titted Bachpan Bachao Andolan Vs Union of India & Ors. The Hon'ble Delhi High
Court in the case W.P. (CRL) 1318/2020 titled Singhasan Sona Vs GNCT of Delhi &
Ors. on 22.03.2021 has approved the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and
directed that these SOPs shall come into effect along with the Delhi Private
Placement Agencies (Regulation) Executive Order, 2014 and shall be enforced by
the concerned Departments/Agencies.

The following is brought to the attention of all Private Placement Agencies and

Additional Labour Commissioner

(Utpal Kr. Sinha)

hereby expelled from the party
for a period of six years with im-
mediateeffect,” theorderstated.

It said a show-cause notice
had been issued to Alva seeking
an explanation over allegations
of her involvement in incident,
but she had not submitted any
response or explanation so far.

Former chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah had named her behind
the ‘defamatory video’. He has
also obtained a court injunction
againstairingand publishingthe
video by the media houses.

Bengaluru police, which in-
vestigated thealleged sting oper-
ation containing defamatory
content against Siddaramaiah,
on Thursday said the allegation
ofsexual abuseis part of a “fabri-
cated and deliberately con-
structed narrative.”

Siddaramaiah
‘sting’ video: 3JDS
workers get balil

Bengaluru: Three people linked
to the Janata Dal (Secular)’s so-
cial media operations appeared
before Bengaluru police on
Thursday in connection with a
fakesting videotargeting former
Karnatakachief minister Sidda-
ramaiah, even as alocal court
granted them anticipatory bail.

The three persons - Prajwal
Prasad, a media consultant as-
sociated with the JDS in New
Delhi, Chandan HS and Mohan
Gowda K who are key JDS so-
cial media functionaries, were
granted anticipatory bail on
Thursday by a Bengaluru
special court. ENS

'EXPRESS special’

d FromPak’scorridors of power

to aRajasthan panchayat:

The Sodhas

Parul Kulshrestha
Jaipur, October 30

WHEN THE Sodhas, one of
Pakistan’s most politically
powerful Hindu families, left
their ancestral homeland in
Chhachro in Pakistan’s Sindh
province in 1972, they made a
vow: to reclaim their home-
land. More than five decades
later, that vow has been fulfilled
— atleast symbolically.

On October 24, 77-year-old
Padam Singh was elected the
first sarpanch of the newly cre-
ated Chachro village in Rajas-
than's Barmer district, winning
950 votes against 612 for his
nearest rival, Dhana Ram.

“He still goes by the name
Padam Singh Chhachro,” Push-
pendra, Padam Singh’s son,
tells The Indian Express.

For Padam Singh Sodha,
this is a reclamation of sorts —
not only of the homeland he
thought he had forever left be-
hind, butalso ofa former glory.
One of seven siblings, Padam
Singh belonged to a politically
powerful Hindu landowning
family in Pakistan. According
to Pushpendra, his great-
grandfather, Thakur Akhiraj
Singh Sodha, was a member of
the Sindh Assembly in 1937,
while Akhiraj Singh’s son, Tha-
kur Lal Singh, also served as a
member of the Assembly.

His older brother, Laxman
Singh, was the Deputy Minister
of Railways in Pakistan from
1962t01965 under the military
government of Field Marshal
Ayub Khan — the only Hindu
leader in the powerful cabinet.
He was also said to have had a
close working friendship with
the influential Governor of
West Pakistan, Malik Amir Mo-
hammad Khan.

But shifting political al-
liances after the 1965 India-Pak-
istan war and growing suspi-
cion of minority leaders
strained the family’s ties with
the military government. In
1970, a year after the new dis-
pensation under then-Presi-
dent Yahya Khan took over,
Laxman Singh Sodha was ar-
rested on charges of spying for
India.

“The family was targeted by
the Pakistani government be-
cause of its political influence
and its position as a prominent
Hindu landowning family in
the region,” says Pushpendra.
“My uncle and the rest of the
family spoke out against what
they viewed as anti-Hindu pol-
iciesand activities of the Pakis-
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On October 24, 77-year-old Padam Singh was elected the first
sarpanch of the newly created Chachro village in Barmer district.
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tani government.”

The Indo-Pakwar -
and fleeing Pakistan

Although Laxman Singh
was eventually released, the
family’s position became in-
creasingly precarious. The out-
break of the Indo-Pak war in
1971 brought these tensions to
ahead.

On December 7, 1971, when
Indian Army troops entered
Chhachro in Pakistan’s Sindh
province, Laxman Singh Sodha
and his brothers helped guide
the troops and provide intelli-
gence, according to the family.
The operation was led by Sawai
Bhawani Singh, then the titular
Maharaja of Jaipur, who com-
manded the 10 Para Com-
mando Battalion.

“Thirteen members of my
family were trained in Ahme-
dabad. A rumour went around
then that Laxman Singh Sodha
was coming with a large Army.
‘We hoisted the national flag.”

The village, along with sub-
stantial territory captured by
Indiainside West Pakistan dur-
ing the 1971 war, was returned
to Pakistan after the Shimla
Agreement of July 1972.

Over the next few months,
members of the Sodha family
migrated to India, leaving be-
hind what they claimed was 1.2
lakh bighas of land. Their an-
cestral home was declared
enemy property after the
family left Pakistan.

“They travelled on camels
and horses. The family first
settled in Chohtan before mov-
ing to Bawdi Kala, where they
initially lived in tents and
camps. We had been land-
owners in Pakistan but had to
rebuild our lives as farmers,”
Pushpendra says.

In India, Laxman Singh
served as the pradhan of the

Chohtan Panchayat Samiti. But
as the family slowly rebuilt its
lives, its homeland beckoned.
“Zulfikar Ali Bhutto [the fourth
president of Pakistan from 1971
to1973 and founder of Pakistan
Peoples Party] personally called
Laxman Singh and offered to
protect the family if it returned
to Pakistan,” Pushpendra says.
“RanaChandan Singh Sodhaa
federal minister and aleader of
Bhutto’s PPP] and Ghulam Ra-
sool Shah Jilani [a prominent
spiritual leader also associated
with the Pakistan PP] came to
Indiawith two helicopters. But
Laxman Singh refused.”

Returnto homeland

In2024, afteryears of lobby-
ing, the Rajasthan government
created a new revenue village,
Chachore, out of Bawdi Kala.
According to Pushpendra,
mostresidents of the newly cre-
ated village were displaced
from Chhachroin Pakistan and
feltastrong connection to their
ancestral homeland.

Inthe village too, much has
changed: Laxman Singh died in
2012, time has moved on, but
the connection to the home-
land remains unsevered.

“For us, this gave a sense of
home,” says Pushpendra.
“Chhachro [in Pakistan] is the
motherland; it’s where the
family lived for generations.
The family also has a mansion
in Barmer that’s named
Chhachro Haveli.”

This year, Padam Singh de-
cided to contest the panchayat
elections from the village and
won over 950 of the 2,084 votes
cast. For him, the victory was
personal — in a sense, it
marked a return to his home-
land. “It reminded me of
home,” Padam Singh tells The
Indian Express. “Iwant to make
Chhachro a better place.”

GSLV rocket carrying navigation satellite lifts off

Press Trust of India
Sriharikota, October 30

ISRO’S GSLV rocket carrying
the next-generation navigation
satellite NVS-03 lifted off from
this spaceport late on Friday.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC/84 Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Sanjeev Jaiswal, S/o Sh. Kanhaiya Lal Rie H.No.41, Gali
No.1, Hari Nagar, Ph-2, Badarpur, South-East, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offencein
case FIR No.302/2023 u/s 356/379/34 IPC, P.S. Sarojini
Nagar, New Delhi andithas beenreturned to awarrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Sanjeev Jaiswal
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Sanjeev Jaiswal has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the

said warrant)

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Sanjeev
Jaiswal of FIR No.302/2023 u/s 356/379/34 IPC, P.S. Sarajini
Nagar, New Delhi is required to appear before this Court to
answer the said complaint on or before 30.11.20286.

Judicial Magistrate

DP/5676/SWi2026 Main Building, Patiala House Court, New Delhi

lass-05, Court No.13, First Floor,

By Order,
Ms. Vijayshree Rathore

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(See Section 82 Cr.PC/84 Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Yash, S/o Sunil R/e R-2/3, Lal Quarter Vijay Vihar, Rohini,
Delhi has commitied (or is suspecled to have commitied) the
offence in case FIR No.406/2024 Case Reg. No.394/2025 uls
309(6)/317(2)/3(5) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, P.S. Budh
Vihar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of amrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Yash cannot be found
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Yash has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid

the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Yash of FIR
No.406/2024 Case Reg. No.394/2025 uls 309(6)/317(2)/3(5)
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, P.S. Budh Vihar, Delhi is required
to appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or

before 19.12.2026.

DP/15612/RD/2026

Judicial Magistrate First Class-04 (North-West)
Room No.112, Rohini Court, Delhi

By Order,
Sanyam Jain

NVS-03isthethird
satellitein next
generation
navigationsatellite
system envisagedfor
providing continuity
of navigation services
Jfor IRNSS series

At the end of the 24-hour
countdown, the 50-metre-tall
GSLV-F18 lifted off majestically
ataprefixed timeof 11.51 pmand
soared into dark skies from the
second launch pad at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre here.

The three-stage rocket, with

alift-off mass of 420 tonne, is
on a mission to deploy the
NVS-03 satellite, weighing
around 2,232 kg, intoa Geosyn-
chronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).

According to ISRO, NVS-03
isthethird satellite in next gen-
eration navigation satellite sys-
tem envisaged for providing
continuity of navigation ser-
vices for IRNSS series.

“The satellite carries in-
digenous Atomic clock, along
with the procured Atomic
clocks. Italsoincludes L1signal
in addition to existing L5/S sig-
nals with coverage over India
land mass and aregion extend-
ing 1500 km around Indian
geopolitical boundary,” it said.

@ JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302004

No.; JOA/EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-/2026-27/0-

NOTICE INVITING BID

NIB No. : EE & TA to Dir. Engg.-1/25/2026-27
Bids are invited from interested bidders for following works -

Date : 30.10.2026

S. i of Nature of
No. UBN No. Work Work Last Date
{Lacs)
Sports
1 JDAZSZ?WSUBUDSQE: 246,01 | Complexon | 16.11.2026
BOM Basis
Sports
2 |JDA2627WS0B00398 | 247.71 | Complexon | 30.11.2026
| BOM Basis
3 |JDA2627WLOB003SY | 5608.93 [ Drain Work | 30.11.2026
4 | JnA2627WL0B00400 | 1730.14 | Road Work | 20.11.2026
5 |JDA2627WLOBO0401 | 1794.28 | Electric Work | 18.11.2026
6 | JDAZE27WLRCD0402 | 566.44 | Electrc Work | 18.11.2026

Other particulars of the respective bid may be visited on

Procurement Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in,

www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and www.jda.rajasthan.gov.in

Executive Engineer &
TA to Dir. Engg-1

Raj. Samwad/C/26/12705

epaperindianexpress.com .- -
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Ensure courtvideos
notused without
nod, SCtells MeitY

Ananthakrishnan G

New Delhi, October 30 Orderisnottobe

THE SUPREME Court has di- . con.struedas

rected Ministry of Electronics lmpOS'lY'l'g tl .b’anket

and Information T pr on

(Mt;itY) ;3 ens\nl']e bcomptlrilance reportingof

withitsorder prohibitingtheun- B

authorised recording, uploading p! rocee.d tnngy

and circulation of audio-video  Fecogniised news

recordingsofcourtproceedings.  outlets, said the SC
Athree-judgebench headed

by Chief Justice Surya Kant on

Friday said the government’s
proposed policy must include
measurestoactagainstthosevi-
olating the directions.

“Necessary measures for tak-
ingaction against those who fail
to comply with the directions
will also be incorporated in the
policydecision,” thebench, also
comprising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana, ordered
after Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta said he had submitted
suggestions received from vari-
ous High Courts and others on
dealing with the issue to the
ministry and a formula will be
prepared for the court’s con-
sideration.

The court said it will “exam-
ine whether there is unfettered
rightof use of court proceedings
without court’s supervision.”

The court had earlier asked
HCs and other stakeholders to
givesuggestionssothatthegov-
ernmentcan preparea proposal
topreventcommercial exploita-
tion, misrepresentation, mis-
quoting and di ination of

toescalate.” Heurged thebench
to direct MeitY “to take it down
if thereisabreach of the order.

“..Authoritiesunderthecon-
cerned intermediary rules shall
immediatelyactand implement
this order,” said Justice Bagchi.
In its order, the court said,
“MeitY is directed to ensure
compliance with the interim di-
rections contained in para 9 of
the July 24 order and as ex-
plained via subsequent order of
October 9,2026.

Paragraph 11 of the July 24
orderdirected that, asaninterim
measure, “there shall be no
extraction, dissemination, mon-
etisation, posting, re-posting,
uploading, transmitting, modi-
fication, storing, or hostingof the
audio-video recording(s) of the
judicial proceedings on social
media or any other digital plat-
forms without prior permission
of the Secretary General of the
Supreme Court of India or the
Registrar Generals of the juris-
dictional High Courts.”

ly, the SC clari-

misleading content relating to
court proceedings and their live
streaming and place the same
beforeit.
TheSolicitor General said he
“received suggestions ... | have
glven itto. Mel(Y Withinaweek,
will aformulafor

fied that “the said paragraph
makes it clear that the order is
nottobe construed asimposing
ablanket prohibition on the re-
porting of court proceedings by
recognised news outlets. Such
outlets may, therefore, contmue
toreportonther d

Your Lordship’s consideration”.

He added “there were
breaches” of the court’s earlier
ordersand added, “Idon’t want

inform the general public of
legal developments andjudicial
pronouncements, save that
audio or video clips of the court

proceedingsshall notbe utilised
inthe courseof such reportage.”

Advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan, appearing for an interve-
nor, said on Friday “with digital
watermarking and crypto-
graphic signing, every official
clip released should be em-
bedded with a verifiable digital
signature watermark, enabling
public and platforms to auth-
enticate genuine court footage
against manipulated versions.”
He added “So, all the proceed-
ings of the court should be ac-
tually placed on awebsite, which
is the court's website, which is
fully watermarked and auth-
enticated, so that anybody
should beabletoextract.”

The CJI said, “that we are
doing separately on adminis-
trativeside.”

Justice Bagchi added, “We
are also contemplating and, in
fact, have placed some HCs in
order where you cannot make
an extraction from the feed on
the channel set up in YouTube
forthe courtconcerned. Thedif-
ficulty is a person can easily
make a duplication of that and
then make an extraction. This
proceeding would be uploaded
inthe official channel. You can-
not extract from it. But you can
contemporaneously make a
photograph of the entire pro-
ceeding and then extract...”.

The judge said that though
the courthad passed orders bar-
ring the recording and circula-
tion of courtroom proceedings
without permission, the “diffi-
culty is implementation, which
wearerequestingthe MeitY and
concerned intermediary under
the Intermediary Rules.”

Bhushansuggested, “...thisis
very easily solved by having an
official website of the court
where all the proceedings are
stored, and thatshould be auth-
enticated by digital watermark—

300 VILLAGES STILL MAROONED IN GANJAM DISTRICT

Cyclone aftermath: 3 of
family, including infant,
die in Odisha landslide

Suijit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, October 30

AT LEAST three members of a
family, including a nine-
month-old baby, died in
Odisha’sKandhamaldistricton
Friday following a landslide
triggered by torrential rain
under the influence of cyclone
Arnab, which has caused havoc
in the southern districts of the
state, officials said.

The incident occurred at
Dangesi village under Raikia
block in Kandhamal district on
Friday morning when a portion
of a hill near the victims' house
gave way. Two others were res-
cued from thesite.

Residents said some people
fromthe village have gone miss-
ingafter the incident. However,
the government was yet to con-
firm this. “The debris from the
hill buried their house, leading
to the death of the three
members of a family. Such an
unfortunate incident has hap-
pened despite the state govern-
ment taking all measures,” said
Odisha’s Panchayati Raj Minister
Rabi Narayan Naik, who over-
sees the relief and rescue oper-
ationsin the district.

Thedeceased wereidentified
as Achyuta Pradhan (30), his
wife Anisha Pradhan (25), and
their nine-month-old baby boy,
the minister said. Two others —
SumitraPradhan (60)and Dutta
Pradhan (35) — were rescued by
the fire brigade and Odisha Dis-
aster Rapid Action Force
(ODRAF) team.

Local officialssaid the people
of Dangesi village, located near
a hill, were sleeping in their
houses when the landslide took
place.

Alocal official said it could
notbeimmediately determined
if people had gone missing as

ingand cryptograg ?

Aurangzeb’s tomb has a deadline: Rane

Zeeshan Shaikh
‘Mumbai, October30

NEARLY 319 yearsafter Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb was buried
inan open grave in Khuldabad,
Maharashtra cabinet minister
NiteshRanehasrenewed the de-
mand for its removal, claiming
that a date has already been de-
cided but will not be disclosed.
Speaking about the removal
ofencroachments from historic
forts at an event in Chhattrpati
Sambhajinagar on Thursday,
Rane credited Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis with taking
initiative to free the state’s forts
from what he described as
“jihad”. He turned his attention
to Aurangzeb’s tomb, declaring
thatthesite too had adeadline.
“We do not want that gar-
bage here. Thosewholoveitcan

UP ATS nabs 4 youths for
‘plot’ tokill Armyman or
target police installation

Express News Service
Lucknow, October 30

THE UTTAR Pradesh Police's
Anti-TerrorismSquad (ATS)on
Friday arrested three youths
and detained a juvenile in
Lucknow for allegedly hatch-
ing a conspiracy to kill a
member of the Army or police
force or attack a police estab-
lishment before recording a
videooftheincident, onthein-
structions of their Pakistan-
based handler.

The motive of their
handler, linked to the banned
Shahzad Bhatti network, was
to create fear among people,
the agency claimed.

The accused were ident-
ified as Gagandeep Singh (26)
and Rajat Kumar (19) of Amrit-
sar in Punjab and Krish (21), a
resident of neighbouring Gur-
daspur district, officials said.
The juvenile, a Punjab resi-
dent, is aged 17, they said.

A foreign-made pistol and
20 cartridges were recovered
from their possession, it was
claimed.

In a press statement, the
ATS claimed to have received
intelligence inputs that some
youths from Punjab with al-
leged links to the Shahzad
Bhatti network were planning
tokillan Armyman orapolice-
man or attack a police estab-

Maharashtra Cabinet minister
Nitesh Rane

take it to their Pakistan. We do
not want it here. People will ask
mewhenitwillhappen.Iwillnot
reveal the date. Fadnavis knows
when tobreak this news”.

He added that Aurangzeb's
tomb should not be associated
withtheidentity of Maharashtra
orused todefame the state.

ThisisnotthefirsttimeRane

has threatened to remove the
tomb. In March 2025, amid de-
mands by BJP leaders and Hin-
dutvaorganisationstorazeit,he
had said the government had al-
ready planned its removal and
journalists would learn about it
onlyafterdemolition. Hehad in-
voked the demolition of Babri
Masjid while asking Hindutva
organisations to play their part.

The tomb at Khuldabad is a
protected monumentunderthe
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI). In March 2025, Fadnavis
had said while there was agree-
ment with removal demand,
any action would have to be
within the framework of the law.

Inawrittenreplytothe Rajya
Sabha in April 2025, Union Cul-
ture Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat confirmed its pro-
tected status.

many residents had shifted to

An aerial view of a flood-hit area in Odisha’s Ganjam on Friday. pi

the relief centre before the ca-
lamity hit the district.

The minister said around
450 people from the area were
evacuated from theirvillageand
housed in the relief camp. The
district administration is moni-
toringthesituation, and disaster
response personnel were de-
ployedtoclear thedebrisand lo-
cate missing villagers.

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi expressed grief
over the incident and an-
nounced anexgratiaof Rs4lakh
tothenextofkinofthedeceased.

The incessant rainfall trig-
gered landslides at several loca-
tions in Odisha’s Ganjam, Gaja-
pati and Kandhamal districts.
Road connectivity between Be-
rhampur, Mohana and Raya-
gada has been severely dis-
rupted in the cyclone’s
aftermath. At least 13 people
fromavillagealongthe Ganjam-
Kandhamal border have gone
missing following a landslide
triggered by torrential rain over
the past three days. Officials said
asearch and rescue operation
has been launched to trace the

missing villagers.

Meanwhile, the flood situ-
ation continues to be grim in
Ganjam where 300 villages are
still marooned evenas the ad-

BHUTAN GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST
Assam, north Bengal
districts on high alert;
12,000 evacuated from
areas along Sankosh

Sweety Kumari
&Shinjini Ghosh
Kolkata, Guwahati, Oct 30

SEVERAL DISTRICTS in West
Bengal and Assam remain on
highalertfollowingaglacial lake
outburst flood inBhutan, asdis-
trict administration officials in
both thestatessaid thatchances
of flooding along Sankosh River
appeared to be reducing.
Dhubri and Kokrajhar dis-
tricts in Assam have been puton
highalert, whileinnorth Bengal,
administrative preparations
have been stepped up in Jalpai-

rocks and debris into the down-
stream river system. No major
disaster or untoward incident
hasbeen reported in north Ben-
galand Assam districts so far. Of-
ficials confirmed theimmediate
threat has largely subsided.
After inspecting Sankosh
riverbanks and local shelter
homes, Alipurduar Superin-
tendent of Police Amit Kumar
Shaw assured public that there
is no cause for panic and that
authorities are prepared for any
contingency. “Thelatestupdate
indicatesthat the waterlevelup-
stream has receded slightly..We

guriand A districts.
Authorities have shifted
around 12,000 people living
along Sankosh river in Alipur-
duar district, downstream of
Bhutan, tosafer locations. Extra
vigilance has been enforced
alongallriversdescendingfrom
the Bhutan hills. Public address
systems have been deployed
across river-adjacent blocks, in-

ministration ha the

cluding and Banar-

reliefand rescue operations. CM
Majhi on Friday conducted aer-
ial survey of Ganjam and Gaja-
pati districts.
“Theentireadministrationis
working round-the-clock to en-
sure that food, drinking water,
and emergency healthcare

hat in Jalpaiguri district, warn-
ingall to remain on high alert.
The evacuations were car-
ried out after a glacial lake in
Bhutan’s Gasa region burst its
bankson Thursday evening, un-
leashingwater mixed withmud,

relocated over 6,000
t07,000 people and arranged
shelters for more than 4,000
peopleinlocal schools...” he said.

In Assam, District Commis-
sioner of Kokrajhar Pankaj Chak-
ravartytold The Indian Express:
“..The water (Sankosh river)
seems to be receding at this
point. Currently, we do not an-
ticipate inundation ...in vulner-
ableareas.” Hesaid stateand na-
tional disaster response forces
were on standby and would re-
spond inevent of flooding.

Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma said state government
was closely monitoring the gla-
cial lake outburst in Bhutan.

reach those affected without
any hindrance. Instructions
have been given to further ex-
pedite relief and rescue oper-
ations. In addition, directives
havebeenissued totheadmin-
istration toremain fully alert for
the restoration of damaged
roadsandbridges, normalizing
electricity supply, and control-
ling post-flood health issues,”
Majhi posted on X.

NATIONAL FERTILIZERS LIMITED

(A GOV ofbche Urceriking)

ctor-24, Noida-201301

Ph.: 0120- “11’2911211"445 Extn.1113, Fax: 0120-2412397

E-TENDER NOTICE
“Bids ara invited on the GeM portal for the contract for "Upkeep
and Maintenance of Corporate Office, A-11, Sector-24, NOIDA,
Registered Office at SCOPE Complex, Core-lll, 7, Institutional
Area, Lodi Road, New Delhi, and NFL House at C-46,
Sector—40, NOIDA".

[1)[ GeM Tender No. GEM/2026/B/8212960 dated 29.10.2028

2)|Last date for i 03,11,2026 by 1500 Hrs

han30senior Odisha

Administrative Services (OAS)
officers have been deputed in
flood-ravaged Ganjam to assist
the local administration in re-
liefand restoration measures.
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Viksit Bharat > .
Grand Painting Competition
Saturday, 31** October, 2026

Come & Paint

For details, visit website: www.nationalfertilizers.com or
ort

GeM P : Comigendum /addendum ifany, will bs published
only onour website. Chief Manager lic (HR-Admin)
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
(ORDINARY ORIGINAL CIVIL JURISDICTION)
{Under Order V Rule 20 r/w Section 151 GPC)

I A. 10767/2024 in ES‘EUMMI 289/2021
‘Societe Des Produits Nestle S, A. & Anr.  PLAINTIFF(S)

Sagar Store & nrs DEFENDANT(S)
To, DEFENDANT NO. §
Mr. Sanjay (Owner) Gaurav Marke!, Ram Park, Ghaziabad

WHEREAS, 1 abowe nama painlis ave insffied the captionad sull against yols, 9o ove

and whereas ot
possit o, e ] iy way, inerefors, s naoce
is givent by way of pubdcaion directing you, the above named defondant No. 8. 10 make
agpearance betore Joint Regisirar (Judicial) of this Court on 07° Day of Jaunuary,
2027 a1 11:00 AM
Take fr A hatica that n dafaul of appearance of you, te aiove named defendant na. 4. o the
dates) fiked i the capians sult he su3willbe heard and detarmined ex parts n the absence of
you, the above named defendant no, & Given under my hand and the seal of this
Gourt, this 30° Day of September, 2025.

S/~
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR (IFD)

For REGISTRAR GENERAL (RB)

lishment in India. A probe re-
vealed Gagandeep and hisas-
sociates were in contact with
RanaBhai, an active member
of Shahzad Bhatti network,
the agency said, adding the
four were travelling to Luck-
now on his instructions to
carry outan attack.

They were asked torecord
thekillingand send the video
to Rana Bhai along with in-
formation of sensitive estab-
lishments, the investigators
said. A case was registered
againstthematthe ATS police
station in Lucknow.

The accused set out from
Punjab's Amritsar on October
27,the ATS added. They com-
municated with Rana Bhai
through Instagram and
WhatsApp, it was alleged.
After reaching Lucknow, the
accused recorded a video of
the city railway station and
sent it to their handler. They
were promised Rs 3lakh after
the targeted killing and were
instructed to flee to Nepal to
evadearrest, officials stated.

“Duringtheinterrogation,
the accused said Rana Bhai
had told them that weapons
...hadbeensent from Pakistan
and would be handed over to
them by a local contact in
Lucknow” police officer said.
Those firearm and cartridges

d from them.
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‘What happens when the In our age there is no
state kills in the name such thing as ‘keeping
of protection? — Jhuma Sen out of pol
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HANMAALLS OENEA owerless pose new political questions
IN 1932
BECAUSE THE TRUTH - 3 y N . .
INVOLVES USALL EBELLIONS EVERY-  oftenat the forefront of these uprisings, but they find remote, hostile and merciles Jager] ‘hyperpolitics”,
WHERE. Huge crowds of everywhere their social support base runs What's remarkable is the way these re-  sporadic leaveeverything

In Israel, adeadlock &
the difficulties of change

ET AGAIN, the outcome of an election reflects the frag-

mented political landscape in Israel. Neither of the blocs,

led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his

I ‘Gadi Eisenkot, the61

seats needed foramajority in the 120-member Knesset. Coalition
negotiations could take weeks, but at least two things are already
clear. One, Netanyahu has not been decisively rejected by Israel’s
deeply divided electorate in the first election held since Hamas’s
horrific terror attack, which the opposition had sought to turn
into a referendum on secunty failures on his watch. His Likud

angry citizens on the streets

and towns of France. Organ-

ised Jantar Mantar-style
public protests not only in India but in
countries otherwise as different as Chile,
Belgium, Tunisia, Spain, Portugal, Serbia,
Albania, Indonesia and Italy. Witty pla-
cards. Online satire. Loud voices and
spirited chants. Street fighting. Shattered
glass. Tear gas, water cannon, flash bang

much wider. That’s why still other inter-
preters categorise the protests as revolts
against the greed and corruption of neolib-
eralism. What these protests have in com-
mon, itissaid, is working-class oppositionto
rising inflation, unaffordable housing, and
cutstoeducationand healthcare that favour
atax-dodging ruling class that doesn’t care
afigabout democracy or the wellbeing and

JOHN KEANE

grenades, tr Talk of
the end of an era. Speculation about new
beginnings. Everywhere, a sense that
enough is enough, that things are ruin-
ously out of joint, and that to avoid future
catastrophes big political changes must

partyhaswon27seats, C far-
right parties, has secured 53. At the same time, it would be difficult
tointerpret this asamandate for him. The bigger story, perhaps,
is the 19 seats won by the Arab parties — the Joint List and the
United Arab List (Ra'am) — an all-time high and almost double
their current tally of 10. This makes the Arab community, which
makes up one-fifth of Israel’s population, and which seems to
havelargely voted for political partnership with the Jewish com-
munity, pivotal to any attempt at government formation.
Netanyahu'shostility towards the Arab parties iswell known,
and Eisenkot, during his campaign, ruled out partnering with
them, citingdeep differences overisst ional securit
and Gaza. Analliance between Netanyahu and Eisenkot to form
anational unity government also appears highly unlikely. All
possibilities remain irresolute on the table, including another
election, with Netanyahu continuing as caretaker PM in the in-
terim. Thiselection, therefore, has revealed both the persistence
of frozen political faultlines and the difficult possibilities of new
alignments. Beyond the immediate jostling for power, too, the
openings for change are hemmed in by challenges.
Domestically, the record representation of Arab parties could
marka turning point in the political participation of the Palesti-
niancitizens of Israel. A change in government, and perhaps the
beginningof a process of national reconciliation, could arguably
create room for recalibrating Israel's ties with its Arab neighbours.
Buttherearelimitstosuchashift. Elsenkot has opposed Palesti-
i and lisecurity pres-

urgently happen.

i oftl usup-
risings of disaffected citizens is an urgent
task, but things aren’t helped by the bitter
categorisation struggles and confused
answers given by commentators to the key
questions: Do these protests share qualities
in common and what do they tell us about
the turbulent times through which our
world is passing?

Some breaking news journalists, hunt-
ing for followers, short-circuit discussion by
underscoring the frenzy, hooliganism,
arson and wanton damage to property.
There’s some lawless violence, it’s true, but
anarchic disorder isn’t the main feature of
these protests. If anything, the opposite
holds: What’s impressive is the savvy self-
restraint of the protests in the face of brutal
military-style policing.

Otherobservers, meanwhile,employ the
buzz phrase “Gen Z” to say these are upris-
ings of the young, revolts triggered by the
anxieties of an emerging generation that
livesindread of the future. Young people are

dignity of citizens.
Tt i ‘truthineachinterpre-
tation, but what they fail to see is that these
social outbursts (estallidos sociales is the
by Chilear ywherere-
volts of the powerless. We're living in an age
of powerlessness in which many millions of
people living in many countries, democ-
raciesincluded, feel that they havezerocon-
trol over the key institutionsand policies that
shape their lives. Inaworld troubled by cas-
cadingfearsof unending wars, genocide, cli-
mate catastrophes, demagoguery, corrupt
government, worsening social inequality,
andbig-techsurveillance, surveystell us that
they are convinced that power is concen-
trated inthe hands of the few and that power-
lessness is the lot of the many.
Powerlessness, of course, comes
inavariety of graded forms marked
by different disabling effects. But
it’s always an awful curse on
people’s lives. When individuals
and groups experience powerless-
ness, they feel the heavy weight of
an ungenerous world bearing
downonthem. They havestoriesto
tell, they do their best to resist in
various ways, but they feel shutout.
They suffer. Things fall apart.
Powerlessness destroys people’s
very sense of belonging in a world

thing seems certain: Th:

reminded that the

We can’'t know the future of
these stop-start, tortoise-and-
hare refusals of top-down,
arbitrary power. Just one

these rebellions of the
powerless, our world has been

downtrodden can spring

bellions display the flipside of powerless-
ness. People sense the potential power of
the powerless. Aided by social media net-
working, organising skills and street-level
energy, there’s the conviction that power
shouldn’t be thought of as “up there” and
impenetrable, that Davids can turn tables
on Goliaths, that weakness can be turned
into strength. In suffering, the powerless
can find comfort, in hardship resilience, in
silence words of resistance, in despair
hopes for a better life.

In this way, the rebels with a cause ex-
pose the scandalous secret of powerless-
ness. They show that the powerful always
depend on the downtrodden. So long as
rulers want to rule, even when in extreme
circumstances they try to exterminate the
powerless, the powerful require the coop-
eration of their victims, their willingness,
however blind, to follow instructions, to
believe they’re fated to be the victims of
the superior. The sweet secret is revealed
when the powerless refuse to cooperate
with the powerful. At that moment, the
power of the powerful comes to be seen for
what it is: Contingent, refutable and de-
featable. Convinced that the per-
sonal is political, the powerless
get off bended knees and
straighten their spines. Refusing
to play the power games of the
powerful, they prove that power,
the capacity to get others to do
what otherwise they would not
do, is not the exclusive monopoly
e of the powerful.

These worldwide outbursts of
the powerless pose new political
questions. Arethey mere examples
of what the Belgian thinker Anton

anks to

surprises on the powerful

unchanged? Perhaps, instead, political mir-
aclesare coming our way when elected gov-
ernmentswill be forced toside with thesere-
bellions by crafting radically new policies
thatsolvedifficult structural problems, such
as housing unaffordability, climate change,
systemic corruption, unregulated big-tech
giantsand ugly mal-distributions of wealth?

Or perhaps we’re witnessing the open-
ing stages of yet more old-fashioned revol-
utions — those lightning-speed irruptions
that gripped France (1789), Mexico (1910),
Russia (1917) and Iran (1979), when the
powerless rose violently in unison to crush
the masters of their injustice but destroyed
power-sharing democracy'? Much more
likelyisthatt
of another, less familiar type of revolution
withadifferent rhythm: Slow-motion, long-
term democratic revolutions, in which
periods of calm are punctuated by angry
outburstsof i cit
the emergency brake because they are fed
up with their powerlessness.

‘We can’t know the future of these stop-
start, tortoise-and-hare refusals of top-
down, arbitrary power. Just one thing
seems certain: Thanks to these rebellions
of the powerless, our world has been re-
minded that the downtrodden can spring
surprises on the powerful, catch them
with their pants down, and bring more
democratic honesty, decency and love of
justice into the lives of people disgusted
by their exclusion from the unfinished
democratic revolution.

1ing for

John Keane is professor of Politics at the
University of Sydney. His latest book is
Demagogues and Despots:
Democracies on the Brink (2026)

ence in Gaza — positions that will hlnder normalisation with
Saudi Arabia and expansion of the Abraham Accords. The rela-
tionshipwith the US, which hasbeen strained over the past year,
isunlikely to be transformed by a change of PM, either. The im-
mediate test will lie in the aftermath of next week’s midterms.
Given that an Eisenkot government will not lead to any major
change inIsrael’sforeign policy, the country will, inall likelihood,
continue to find itselfisolated internationally.

Astep forward in Jamia,
alongroad ahead

HE JAMIA Millia Islamia administration’s decision to
restorestudentunion elections after nearly two decades
isaresonant victory for its students. It brings to an end
abitter standoff, during which repressive disciplinary
actionand restrictions on essential servicesillustrated and deep-
ened a breakdown of trust. That it should have taken an 18-day
hunger strike by students to arrive at a resolution is a travesty.

Spectres of vicious politicisation have been invoked tojustify
the suspension of student elections across universities in the
country. The Lyngdoh Committee, constituted in 2005, recogni-
sed the dangers of money, muscle power and excessive external
political influence in campus elections. Its recommendations,
which sought udent politics moret andac-
countable, have been used by universities to do away with elec-
tions altogether. This has removed the process through which
decision-making on campus can be opened up to student par-
ticipation, and their concerns and gnevances canbe addressed.

; itributedtoa i ion of
Inspired in partby the at Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) for therevival of its student union, the Jamia protest spoke
to a larger demand for a more equal campus. Like AMU, Jamia
has a distinctive history of nurturing intellectual and political
consciousness — student life has rarely been immune to larger
questions of representation and citizenship. For too many, the
campus is also a place where the costs of dissent have been ex-
perienced first-hand — for instance, duringthe police crackdown
in December 2019 on protests against a discriminatory law that
made religion a criterion for citizenship.

‘The Jamia impasse came as demands for accountability by
the young find renewed expression through the Gen Z protests.
Karnataka has green lit student polls, MP has seen judicial inter-
vention in favour of elections, and Maharashtra has appointed a
committeeto frameamechanism for their return. In Odisha, too,
talks are on with stakeholders. At Jamia, the administration has
commmed toatime-| frame Ithasalsoordered the withdrawal of

inked tothe protest.
Thisisa slgnLﬁcant moment. It must signal the beginning of a
‘moreopen relationship between the university and itsstudents.

Being like
Jean-Luc Picard

NFEBRUARY 13,1989, when Al wasstill sciencefiction,
andthe futureapossible utopiarather thanitsevil twin,
CaptainJean-Luc Picard taught viewers what it means
tobehuman, and why decency and rights matter more
than the utilitarian calculations of CEOs. In “The Measure of a
Man”, the ninth episode in the second season of Star Trek: The
Next Generation (TNG), Patrick Slewart who died this week at
6, elevate oulddo amain-
stream characterona “massy” show (or film, alaX-Men), toliter-
ary and artistic greatness. For all the characters he played, from
King Lear with the Royal Shakespeare Company to Professor
Charles Xavier, it is Picard that defined him.

Inthe episode, Picard, the captain of the starship Enterprise,
mustdefend Commander Data, inatrial toestablishwhether the
latteris “property” ora person. Data is an android, and ascientist
wants to reverse-engineer an army of workers like him for the
“benefitof humanity”. Stewart’s fight for his friend and colleague

m

For energy security, E100
aloneis not the answer

fused withan equivalentreductionin crude
oilimports.

the impact of a 20 per cent

port high blend.lng rate toasmuchas

entirely replacingoil inavehicle. With
the recentamendment of the Central Motor
Vehicles Rules, 1989, the government has
paved the way for motor vehicles to run on
pure ethanol, branded as E100. Although it
may possibly take time to see E100-fuelled
vehicles on Indian roads and the associated
impact, we have a prequel to this drastic
changein frontofus.

India has already made the transition
to E20 petrol, containing 20 per cent etha-
nol, marking a significant milestone in its
biofuel programme. The policy is intended
toreduce crude oilimports, save forex, and
strengthen energy security. Yet, as E20 be-
comes mainstream and the precursor to
large-scale use of higher petrol blending
levels, an important question deserves
closer scrutiny: How much can ethanol
blending actually reduce India’s depend-
ence on imported crude oil?

The question matters for an economy
thati imports over 80 per cent of its crude oil

NDIA IS not only gung-ho about the
prospect of eLhanol blended petrol; it
ism 1p-

SHYAMASIS
Das

blend, accounting for the lower energy con-
tentofethanol and the resulting reduction
invehicle fuel economy, suggests that pet-
rol consumption could decline by about
15.56 per cent. This is a meaningful reduc-
tion in petrol consumption. However, it
does not imply that crude oil imports will
fall by an equivalent proportion. Crude oil
processing produces several products, in-
cluding petrol, diesel, LPG, aviation turbine
fuel, and naphtha. Refineries can alter
product yieldstosome extent, but the flexi-
bility is not unlimited. Increasing the yield
of diesel is constrained. Consequently,
lower petrol demand does not automati-
cally translate intoacommensurate reduc-
tionin crude oil throughput. Policymakers
must therefore distinguish between petrol
displaced by ethanol, expenditure avoided
on petrol supply and the actual reduction
in crude oil imports. These are related but
different outcomes.

If reducing oil import dependence is a
central objective, India’s biofuel strategy

nts, leaving the country exposed
to volatile international prices and geo-
political disruptions. The impact of the on-
going West Asia conflict on the interna-
tional oil trade holds a mirror up to us.
‘While ethanol blending can displace a por-
tion of petrol consumption (depending on
the blending rate), its contribution to re-
ducing crude oil imports must be assessed
against the structure of petroleum demand
and the technical constraints of refining.
Petrol accounts for only 15-18 per cent of the
petroleum products processed from a bar-
rel of crude oil. Diesel, by contrast, accounts
for approximately 44-45 per cent. This
asymmetry is central tounderstanding the
limits of an ethanol-led strategy.

The consumptiongapisequally striking.
Between FY 2020-21 and FY 2024-25, India
consumed approximately 503 million
tonnes of diesel, compared to 200 million
tonnes of petrol. Diesel p ans-

If reducing oil
import
dependenceis
acentral
objective,
India’s biofuel
strategy must
give greater
attention to
diesel.
Biodiesel
blending has

must; attention todiesel. Biodie-
sel blending has lagged behind ethanol, de-
spitean earlier target of Sper cent. Past efforts
to promote non-edible oil feedstocks and
used cooking oil encountered several chal-
lenges. Increasing biodiesel blending will
require sustained investment in research
and development, improved feedstock col-
lection systems, viable supply chains, and
technologies that can support commercially
sustainable production.

Coming back to E100. Like E20, it holds
promise. However, India will benefit froma
broader measure of energy security. Theim-
pact of the country’s biofuel programme
should be assessed based on actual reduc-
tionsin crude oil demand and import expen-
diture, rather than relying solely on the vol-
ume of ethanol blended. Reducing import
exposure will require India to look beyond
the petrol pump and address the full spec-
trumofi 1sumption. Thereal

lagged behind
ethanol,
despitean
earlier target of
5Spercent

port, agriculture and industrial loglsucs
making it integral to economic activity. Its
demand is expected to remain substantial.
Ethanol blending therefore addresses a
relatively small component of India’soverall
petroleum demand. Itsbenefits are real, but
thescale of those benefits should not be con-

test of India’s biofuel strategy is not how
much ethanol it blends, but how effectively
it reduces the country’s dependence on
imported oil.

The wmerls afellow in the Energy, Resources. &
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For India, the
concern should
bethat the
Western
Theatre
Command, the
formation
responsible for
the LAC, has
now seen its
former chief
expelled

The Communist Party
of XiJinping

ARLIER THIS week, the Communist Party of China
(CPC) concluded the: ﬁﬁ.h plenarysession of the 20th
Central G iquéthatempha-
sises the session’s theme, “rigorous self-governance
ofthe Party”. The key thingtowatch, however, iswhat
the personnel changes reveal about internal politics in the run-
up to the 21st Party Congress. First, consider the attrition within
the top leadership bodies, starting with the Central Committee.
At this plenum, 162 full members and 117 alternate members at-
tended, the lowest since the Mao era. The plenum confirmed the
expulsion of 33 members and alternates and stripped former fi-
nancial regulator Li Yunze of his Party posts. A year ago, the figure
was 14. The Central Military Commission (CMC) lodged 16 re-
moval cases, including former vice-chairman Zhang Youxia,
former Western Theatre commander Wang Haijiang, and two
successive directors of the CMC Geneml Office, Zhong Shaojun
and Fang Yongxiang, That esasXi'smilitary
secretariat; the purge has reached his innermost circle.

The second big takeaway is that Xi chose not to appoint any
additional candidatestothe CMC, which hasbeen effectively hol-
lowed out. It was for along time a seven-member body, but today
has just two members: Xi and Zhang Shengmin, the military’s
discipline chief. Even though this plenum was Xi’s last real chance
to rebmld the high command before October 2027, he can no
longer utintensevetting. Butifanew candidate
‘were vetted forannouncement now, they would have toundergo
vetting again less than a year later for reassignment at the 21st
Party Congress So, Xi expressed d.lsappomtment ‘with the state
of dsuper-
vision through a two-] pronged approach not only by not ap-
pointing new members, but also by elevating Zhang to the Polit-
buro mid-term. This has happened only once in CPC history.

Asimilar patternappearsin Oentral Commlttee promotions.
and fivewho
ranked ahead of them in the 2022 vote order, including two lieu-
tenant generals in the People’s Armed Police, were passed over.
The preference is for understaffed apparatuses rather than inef-
ficientor corrupt ones. Finally, the communiqué introduced “Xi
Jinping Thought on Party Building” as part of Xi's broader
Thought and called for “breaking down unwritten rules” and
regulating how “number ones” exercise power. The language
around cleansing and discipline is more vehement than ever.

‘Twoconclusions follow. First, whenatwo-member CMC com-
mands the world’s largest military and every cadre constantly
watches their backs, errors rarely travel upward, and pressures
build. Second, for India, the concern should be that the Western
Theatre Command, the formation responsible for the LAC, has
seen its former chief expelled. In such a climate, commanders
tend to prove loyalty through assertiveness, not restraint. Even
if one assumes arms exports will be impacted because defence-
industry leaders are being expelled domestic quality and pro-
duction scale will likely 1. Amy thatsuch
turmoil mightoffer should therefore be taken with a pinch of salt.
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isanir and moral one, unlik iconswhotrade
inblusteringegoand loud proclamations. Hisisa passionate de-
fence, grounded in empathy and reason.

There is, if commentaries are to be believed, a crisis of mas-
culinity today — too much entitlement and insecurity, making
aggressionand angeravirtue. Atsucha ume Stewart’s perform-

notleast forth ofachang-
ingworld by “breaking things”. Picard, more than any MMA star
or rude podcaster, can teach people what a good man looks like.
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Terroristskill6inPunjab

SIX PEOPLE werekilled in Punjab— three
shotdead by terrorists while robbing abank
of Rs22lakhin Hosh|arpur district —as

many cases of short-weighing. Organised on
the eve of Diwali, the raids have so far

of Representatives subcommittee on Asian
and Pac|f|caffa|rs , whichwill soon consider

revealed that 60 of the 27

and dry fruit vendors checked were cheaung
P

newA yaid to Pakistan, has
upheldIndia’s contennon that Islamahad had

eller

usedUS India.

onweight. The five-day

“ldonotwantitto happenagain,” he affirmed

inalettertoleading Indian Americans.

incard-

BoosttoIndia-Yugoslaviaties

security F rest: coveranolher2505hopsbyNovemberl
forth dday. hot dead two s ha weights or
peopleand |nJuredtwomJaIandhar weredel|beratelyshonwe|gh|ng most
eighing
Sweetsbeing short-weighed board boxes, whmh weigh50-80 gms.

SPECIAL RAIDS conducted by the Depart-
ment of Weights and Measures on shops sell-
ing sweets and dry fruitin Delhi revealed

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

‘Pakused US arms againstIndia’
STEPHEN SOLARZ, chairman of the US House

YUGOSLAVIA OFFERED Indiaanew credit of
$120 million, signalling an upward swingin
trade relations between the two countries,
which have seenaslumpin the past decade.
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Ashoke Sen’sjourney shows why science
must make room for ideas yet to be tested

W~

Financial Times
°
SUNIL MUKHI
HESWEDISH theoretical physi-
cist Oskar Klein is known for two

important ideas, both of which

appeared in the same 1926

paper. One was the Klein-Gor-
don equation, the earliest wave equation
consistent with the laws of special relativity,
‘which describes particles with no intrinsic
angular momentum (spin). However, all the
elementary particles discovered over the
nexteightdecades were found tohaveanon-
zero spin, so this equation appeared to be a
theoretical abstraction unconnected to na-
ture. Yetitwasstudied asa “toy model” indi-
verse contexts, and invariably taught tostu-
dentsofrelativisticquantum theory because
ofitsmathematical simplicity. Then, in2012,
aspinless elementary particle — the Higgs
‘boson—wasdiscovered, and everything fell
into place: The Klein-Gordon equationisthe
correct framework for this particle.

This year, the centenary of Klein's paper,
has seen one of the world's leading expo-
nents of string theory — Professor Ashoke
Sen — recewmg the presuglous OskarKlein

al.F Indiantc

a stellar list of awardees that includes CN
Yang, Hans Bethe and Stephen Hawking.
Sen, who turned 70 this year, has had an il-
lustrious career spanningover four decades
durmgwhmh he: hasmadeseveral mﬂuennal
contributionstot ic
He also happens to be a close fnend col—
league and collaborator who I have known
since thelate 1970s when we were both PhD
students at Stony Brook University.

Toappreciate thesignificance of Sen’sre-
search, itisuseful tokeepin mind the Klein-
Gordon story. What started as an elegant
construction consistent with the known
symmetries of Physics found directapplica-
tiontoelementary particlesalmostacentury
later, butit did notlanguishinthe interim —
itwasarichsource of theoretical; posslbﬂmes

LTS

8- <y

ideawasto formulate arelativistic quantum
theory where the basic objects are extended
strings rather than point particles. Some-
what surprisingly, this postulate led toa
more tightly constrained formalism than
standard quantum theory. String theory
emerged as a consistent framework for a
quantum theory of gravity coupled to inter-
actionsof electromagneticand nuclear type,
something that had resisted conventional
approaches for decades.

Since its discovery, string theory has at-
tracted intense theoretical interest, even as
direct experimental application has re-
mained out of reach. It remains to be seen
whetherand when it will be experimentally
verified, butlike the Klein-Gordon equation,
it has featured in thousands of theoretical
papers due to the rich possibilities and phe-
nomena that itincorporates.

Early in his career, Sen asked himself
the question: “Is there a consistency con-
dition for relativistic strings propagating in
ageneric curved spacetime?” He came up
with a simple but profound result — the
condition is precisely the original
Einstein equation, supplemented

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

himtothe nextlevel of fame. Irecall Ashoke
coming up to me in the corridor of the Tata
Institute, looking unusually excited, and
saying: “I've found a self-dual harmonic
two-form on monopole moduli space.” In
that moment, I understood each of the
words separately, but not theirimpact. This
mathematical result, on which he had la-
boured for months, provided striking evi-
dence for electric-magnetic duality — a
symmetry underwhich the roles of electric-
ity and magnetism are exchanged. Many
physicists had speculated about it within
familiar quantum theories, but it had
proved difficult to find a concrete example.
Sen foundsubstantial evi aspecific
example, and it lay within string theory. At
aconference thatIattended in Parisin1994,
American physicist Edward Witten de-
scribed Sen’s result as “the last straw that
broke the camel’s back” — the result that fi-
nally convinced him about duality.

The outcome of hisdiscovery hasbeena
unified picture of string theory as an inter-
connected web of possibilities for physical
gravitating systems in space-time
dimensions ranging from 2 to 11.

by calculable corrections. Many
decades later, this discovery still
looks truly remarkable.

Sinceits discovery, string
theory has attracted intense
theoretical interest, even as

‘While low-dimensional quantum
systems are familiar, dimensions
higher than our own have re-

‘While he was already recogni-
sed internationally asan outstand-

phenomena and effects, and' in
thousands of papers. String theory is an in-
heritor of this tradition. The foundational

ing youngt physicist, it
wasin1994 thatSen’s workon elec-
tric-magnetic duality propelled

direct experimental
application has remained

mained the stuff of science fiction.
Interestingly, though, among the
firsttospeculate on their existence
was none other than Klein — and
thisistl ideareferredtoat

outof reach

the beginning of this article. Kaluza-Klein
theory, asit is known, is the beautiful obser-
vation that the equations of gravity in a hy-
pothetical five-dimensional spacetime re-
duce in a suitable limit to the familiar
equations of both gravity and electromag-
netism in our world. Thus, two basic forces
of nature can be explained in terms of a
single one operating in a higher dimension.
String theory realises thisideainamore pre-
ciseform than itsinventors could have envi-
sioned, and Sen’s work paved the way to
understand how apparently differentstring.
theoriesarelinked byacomplexwebordual»
ities, suggestingthat isnotjust
useful butalso unique.

Sen’s more than 300 published papers
are marked by their clarity, simplicity, orig-
inality, and austere discipline. He typically
startswithasmall, deceptivelysimple prem-
ise and applies his penetrating intellect to
convert it into a concrete result. Thanks to
hiswork, today we understand more deeply
the paradoxesregardingthe entropy andin-
formation of black holes. He has repeatedly
demonstrated that embeddmgoutstandmg
physicaly ringt ivesus
abetterchance ofunderstandingthem, ates-
tament to the range of possibilities inherent
in this framework.

Thehistory of Physicsis replete with the-
oreticalideasthat were confirmed longafter
being proposed. Yet, string theory has faced
somenegativityamong the broader commu-
nity of Indian physicists, stemming perhaps
from a lack of comprehension of how fron-
tier physics works. Fortunately, Sen worked
at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Re-
search, the Harish-Chandra Research Insti-
tuteand the International Centre for Theor-
etical Sciences, all autonomous institutes of
the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), in
an atmosphere that was largely supportive
of this sort of theoretical research. Indeed,
the founder of the DAE, Homi J Bhabha,
would likely have recognised it as a logical
continuation of hisown research. He—and
the leaders who succeeded him — created
an environment with the freedom to think
and an enabling and constructive eco-
system. Ashoke Sen’s achievements are a
powerful vindication of that vision.

The writer, a theoretical physicist, has worked
atthe Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbaiand IISER, Pune
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Mutual trust needed

PRATAP BHANU Mehta’s percep-
tivearticle (Reforms 3.0 under-
lineacredibility gap. First, reform
thereformer’, IE, October 30) re-
minds us that meaningful and en-
during reform must be founded
onmutual trustbetween the state
and its citizens. Reforms 3.0 must
ensure citizens are treated ashon-
eststakeholders through self-dec-
laration, deemed approvals and
statutory timelines for routine
permissions, with accountability
for avoidable delays. Enforcement
should be guided by clearly
defined risk parameters, reasoned
notices and a fair opportunity of
hearingbefore coercive action.
Citizens must also have access to
independentand time-bound
grievance redress mechanisms,
supported by publicly accessible
performance dashboards.

Bablu Kumar Gupta, Lucknow

Phones away

'WHAT AND where we eat
ultimately matters farless than
with whom we eat (‘Put your
phone awayand tuckin’, IE, Oc-
tober 30). The Sardinian restaur-
antinitiative cleverly turns
device-free diningintoamodern
Ulysses Pact: Patrons voluntarily
bind themselves against digital
temptation to reclaim
uninterrupted conversation. Inan
erawhere parallel scrolling masks
deep psychological absence,
choosingaliving person across
thetable overaglowingscreenis
an essential conscious shift. Such
policies offer a smart business
model thatsafeguards our fraying
ritual of commensality.

Harsh Pawaria, Rohtak

APHONE atdinner does more
thaninterrupt conversation; it
teaches children that every notifi-
cation deserves attention (‘Put
your phone away and tuckin’, IE,
October 30). Families should agree
ondevice-free periods, especially
during meals and before bedtime.
Schools can reinforce digital bal-
ance without treating technology
asthe enemy. The aimisto restore
attention, conversation and
healthy routines.

'PSHarishmitha, Tirupur

UsHA RAI

LOSING AN 80 odd-year-old sibling living
with you is heartbreaking enough, but get-
ting her death certificate was even more
traumatic. Though married twice, she had
no husband or children, so getting her
death certificate fell on her octogenarian
sibling. After informing family and friends
and completing the rituals, her priority
was to get the death certificate. Her bank
accounts had tobe closed, and the govern-
ment informed her because she had spent
many years working as a paediatrician in
one of Delhi’s better-known hospitals.
Ifaperson diesin a hospital, the death
certificate is given by the hospital, but ifa
person dies at home, the death certificate
is given by the Municipal Corporation.
Since the siblings were in Gurugram, the
death certificate had to be given by the
department of births and deaths certifica-
tion under the Health Department of the
Municipal Corporation of Guru-
gram (MCG). A relative, who had
got the death certificate for his
brother who died at the height of
the COVID pandemic, offered to

She approached a person who
had contact in the Common
Services Centre, and he

Counting months and
bribes to a death certificate

cate from the MCG in 2015.

He went to the MCG office and found
the department had shifted to another
building in Gurugram. The manssitting at
the counter said that since two months
had lapsed since her death, it would cost
him Rs 25,000. It seemed too much money
to pay for a death certificate, the manda-
tory right of the deceased’s relative. So he
sought the assistance of alawyer who said
itwould be done on payment of Rs 5,000.
Half the amount was paid as an advance.
Afteramonth, the lawyer expressed his in-
ability to get it. So, three months after her
death, the responsibility was back on the
shoulders of the octogenarian. A member
of the RWA of her locality offered to help
out since he had got his father’s death
certificate recently. He even checked with
the Common Services Centre in Guru-

the man who dealt with death certificates
and would get it for her. However, that
man had left the government, but he put
the driver in touch with his replacement.
The relevant papers, like the doctor’s
death certificate, the certificate from the
crematorium, and the Aadhaar card, were
deposited along with the application. He
demanded Rs12,000. Realising that to get
the certificate she could not escape the
bribe, she paid Rs 6,000 as an advance
and agreed to pay the rest on getting the
death certificate.

Mid-July, seven months after the death,
there was an acknowledgement from the
MCG thatit was being processed. The web-
site showed payment of Rs 30 for process-
ingitand indicated the due date for getting
itas August 31. Butitstill did not reach, and
the man who had taken Rs 6,000 as an ad-

gram and was told that b fthe de-
layed application, it would cost
Rs12,000.

The octogenarian then ap-
proached the area's municipal
councillor, and he put her in

getit. Afteraweek or so, he called
to say that the neighbour who
had got the death certificate for
his brother was unable to get it
because his contact in the MCG
had been transferred. He then de-
cided to get it himself since he
had got his mother’s death certifi-

assured her he would get it,
but Rs 4,000 would have to be
paid to get it from the MCG.
With no choice, the amount
was paid, and finally it
was received

touch with his assistant, who
said he would do the needfuland
gave forms to fill up. After two or
three follow-ups, the old lady was
too embarrassed to call back.
Quite by chance, she shared her
ordeal with a driver whom she
often hired, and he said he knew

id he was busy with the SIR and the
lady had to be patient. Then she ap-
proached a person who had contact in the
Common Services Centre, and he assured
her he would get it, but Rs 4,000 would
have to be paid to get it from the MCG. With
no choice, theamount was paid, and finally
itwas received in the latter half of Septem-
ber, nine months after her death.

Yes, there is a triple-engine sarkar in
Gurugram. It came to power with a prom-
ise of “na khaunga na khane doonga”.

The writer is a senior journalist

Opposition
has only
propaganda,
not the people

" RAMRAJYA
BY RAM MADHAY

HIS SUNDAY, the Opposition, led by Congress,

plans a protest rally at Delhi’s Ramlila Maidan de-

manding the resignation of Chief Election Com-

missioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on the specious

ground that the Election Commission deleted
crores of eligible voters in the name of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

Itis m[ereetmg how the Opposition keeps changing its goal-
ionsinIndia.It made abrouhahaover EVM
tampering a few years ago, alleging that EVMs with a 99 per cent
batterylevel gave victory tothe Bharatiya Janata Party while those
witha60 or 70 per cent battery level went for Congress. The ECI
tookpainstorespond tothisludicrous claim, stating that the bat-
tery of the control unit of the EVM has no correlation with the
election outcome. The CEC explained that brand new, non-reus-
able alkaline batteries are inserted into the EVMs and sealed in
the presence of the candidates’ polling agents.

ThenRahul Gandhi and his party began chanting “vote chori”
— vote theft — without providing any valid proof. At a recent
pressconference, ajournalistasked him “whenand how” hereal-
ised that “vote chori” was happening. Rahul Gandhi’s answer was
funny. “When I was seven years old in 1977, Indiraji was prime
minister. Everybody, including her, knew that they were losing.
Feeling comes,” he claimed. That feeling can prove wrong once,
headmitted, butinsisted that “it can happen once. But not twice.
/Atno cost the third and fourth time. There is something known
asa feeling.” He went on to argue that in the last two-three elec-
tions, “ourtechnical experts were telling us this was not possible.
This cannot be. How is this happening? Slowly, suspicion was
building up.” So, it was just a feeling and suspicion, born out of
hissense of entitlement, because “our technical experts” said so.

‘Withnoevidence, the Opposition went knockingon the doors
ofthe President of India. Being a decent person, she politely told
Rahul Gandhiand hisilk that they had brought complaints with-
outanyevidence. Comingout of the meeting, the Congressscion
made an odd claim: He was
surprised that the President
did not dismiss their con-
cerns. Then he made the ab-
surd argument that not he
and his party but the ruling
establishment should “prove
to us that you have not
cheated in the election”.

Like the complaints
about EVM tampering, this
“vote chori” allegation, too,
has notangible evidence to
support it. Nowhere in the
country did ordinary voters
complain about their votes
beingstolen —innobooths
and novillages. Then came
the insistence that ballot
papersshould be brought back. But when elections to the Sil-
char Municipal Corporation were conducted in early October
using paper ballots, Congress was able to win in just two out
of 42 wards. The BJPwon 32 and its allies two. In the elections
to 28 seats in legislative councils in four states — Uttar Pra-
desh, Bihar, Karnataka and Maharashtra — using ballot
papers earlier this week, Congress managed to win just one
seat while the BJP and its allies captured 16. In the Congress-
ruled state of Karnataka, the NDA won all four MLC seats and
the ruling party drew a blank. It is important to underscore
that the voters in these elections were graduates and
teachers, meaning that the educated and enlightened sec-
tions of our country are roundly rejecting Rahul Gandhi’s
propaganda about the SIR, EVMs, and “vote chori”.

His campaign against the SIR, too, is asimilar lie. There have
been eight intensive revisions of the electoral rolls in the
country since1952; the current SIR is the ninth. Seven of those
eight were conducted by Congress governments. The last time
such a revision happened was in 2002-04. After two decades,
the Election Commission is conducting that exercise again.

Congressis creatingaruck itfort :One, itis
unable to face the BJP ]uggemaut at the hustings dn'ectly and
henceaneffortis beingmade for rchy;
and two, they want to project the hard-won victory of Narendra
Modi and the BJP as election theft.

‘The Opposition hasy butthe peopleare with Modi.
Congress may finally bring a few thousand people to Delhi, but
the BJPwill gotothousands of townsand villages toinformabil-
lion Indians about the Opposition’s lies and sins. It has the track
record of protecting democracy from Indira Gandhi's dictatorship
50 years ago. It will protect it from Rahul Gandhi’s anarchy now.

S

ILLUSTRATION: VIKAS AGARWAL

The writer is national vice-president,
BJPand president, India Foundation

ko

ANAS ARIF

TOWARDS THE latter half of Avinash
Arun’s Prahaar: The Untold Story of Ujjwal
Nikam, Abbas Kazmi (Sikandar Kher), the
Muslim lawyer defending Ajmal Kasab
(Lalit Prabhakar), the lone surviving gun-
man of the 26/11 attacks, looks Ujjwal
Nikam (Rajkummar Rao) in the eye and
confronts him with the Islamophobia that
underpins Nikam’s worldview and finds
expression in the society around him.
Kazmi speaks of the humiliation and hos-
tility he faces, both from within his own
community and from the larger world, for
doing nothing more than defending Kasab

The uncomfortable honesty of Prahaar

incourt. Heisbranded a “terrorist lawyer”,
his professional duty reduced to a moral
transgression because of whom he repre-
sents. In the eyes of the world, he might be
committing a grave sin; in his own eyes,
and inthe eyes of the law, heis simply doing
hisjob, no more, noless.

Itis here that Arun’s legal drama briefly
slips the leash of hagiography, allowing a
perspective toemerge that complicates the
moral certainties of its protagonist. To
watch Prahaaristowitness these compet-
ing truths collide, even as the film refuses
them the time and space to fully reckon
with each other. It does not quite have the
courage to follow its contradictions to their
logical ends, but neither is it callous enough
to look away. This is what makes Prahaar
suchacomplicated beast. A biopic celebra-

ting its subject in 2026, a mainstream en-
tertainer finding yet another villain in Pak-
istan, is hardly novel. If anything, it is the
mostexpedient form of storytelling. But, in
flashes, Prahaar sheds its skin to reveal
something more incisive. It may havelittle
interest in pursuing the answers, but at
least, for a moment, it has the spine to ask
the questions.

Consider the question at the heart of

Inan age when mob violence has
become routine, and rage and
retribution have become
increasingly seductive answers to
injustice, ‘Prahaar’ reaffirms its
faith in democracy

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Prahaar, one that seared itself into the
national conscience in the aftermath of
26/11: Why must a man who had un-
leashed an unprovoked attack on inno-
cents be afforded a trial at all? Why should
thelaw extend its protection toaman who
had so flagrantly defied it? It is in this
uneasy terrain that the film moves
beyond the trappings of a nationalist en-
tertainer, placing its bets in the sanctity
of due process. It makes a case for the dis-
tinction between justice and vengeance,
insisting that the rule of law must hold,
even when public anger demands other-
wise. The moral test of a trial lies not in es-
tablishing the innocence of the accused,
but in upholding the principles of justice
when doing so is most difficult.

In that sense, the fact that Prahaaris a

biopic of a public prosecutor who has long
occupied the public imagination becomes
almost incidental. Its subtext (screenplay
by Sumit Roy) asks questions that feel more
urgent today than they did nearly two dec-
adesago. Inanage when mob violence has
become routine, and rage and retribution
have become increasingly seductive
answers to injustice, Prahaar reaffirms its
faithin democracy. Afterall, the true test of
ademocracy lies not in how it treats those
it loves, but in how it protects those it de-
spises. And perhaps the true test of cinema
in such times lies in how courageously it
dares to ask the questions whose answers
we may no longer be willing to hear.

Arifis a Mumbai-based
screenwriter and researcher
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“The opportunity for Indiais leveraging Al
toreimagine how we use machines’

Ishan Bakshi: You h

abilitie: letoan

several technology cycles
since the early’90s to the Al
eranow. Doyousee
similarities and differences
inthe way they are
unfolding?

Atechnology that’s horizon-
tal, impactsevery aspect of life.
‘We took advantage of one of
those disruptions — the intro-
duction of computing — be-
cause every business process
has to be automated. We said,
“Let’s do that software from
India using a lower-cost econ-
omy to lower the overall cost
and take advantage of the
abundant talent in India.
That’s the global delivery
model that was created. Al too
is a horizontal technology, but
for the first time, we are grap-
pling to understand it. The im-
mediate impact is democratisa-
tion of intelligent productivity.

The first sector that was im-
pacted issoftware development,
programming because it can
write code better than humans.
‘We still need a human in the
loop to check for bugs. But it is
faster than humans so it will
startimpactingjobs. Butit'salso
creating new opportunities be-
cause you need people to train
and write the right prompts. In
the medium tolong term, it will
be positive because of the pro-
ductivity increase. But we must
understand the downside.

EKumar Sharma: What is
theroleof ITservicesinan
Al or post-Al world?

Software development pro-
bably is about 15-20 per cent of
the total effort. That’s the one
‘whichisgettingautomated, but
inthe transition, even with that
automation, it will probably not
impact that much.

With AL therewill be new op-
portunities integrating with
existing systems, curating data,
trainingthe modelsand moreca-

3 held over Kuno
cheetah's death:;
firearmused yet
to be recovered

Express News Service
Bhopal, October 30

THREE PEOPLE have been ar-
rested in connection with the
deathofa19-month-old cheetah
in Madhya Pradesh’s Morena
district, but investigators have
‘yet to recover the firearm sus-
pected to have been used in the
shooting.

The State Tiger Strike Force
(STSF), which is leading the in-
vestigation, has questioned
around 20 people in the
Morena-Sheopur region and
searched the houses of families
suspected of involvement in
hunting activities, officials said.

“Local people were sus-
pected tobe involved, and three
persons were arrested and pro-
duced before the local court.
They were taken to the spot
where the cheetah cub was
found dead for scene recre-
ation,” awildlife official said.

Investigators are also trying
to establish the precise location
‘wherethe cheetah wasshot. The
animal’s movements were re-
corded withinaradiusofaround
seven kilometres, but investiga-
tors are yet to determine
whether it continued moving
after being shot or was injured
before reaching the location
where it was found.

The firearm suspected to
have been used is a traditional
bharmar,amuzzle-loading fire-
arm commonly found in rural
and forested parts of the region.
Five pellets were reportedly re-
covered from the body of
KNG22,amalecubborntochee-

organisationtoleverage AL That
‘means new systems will have to
bedeveloped. Sofromanoppor-
tunity perspective, itwill expand
for theIT services industry.

Ishan: For some time now,
we haveseen the IT sector
inIndiagetting battered.
Perhaps, markets and
investors are notas
optimistic as youseem. Are
our markets overreacting?
Whatever I have seen, mar-
kets always overreact to the ex-
treme. Ifyoulookatthe revenue
of the IT services companies,
theyarestill growing, maybe not
at the rate they used to. Our IT
services companies are highly
profitable — they are debt-free
with experienced leadership
with deep client relationships
which ran for decades. None of
that has changed. What has
changed is entry-level recruit-
ment, whichisalmostzero. They
need to figure out how the work-
force will have to be retrained
and reconfigured. Reskilling is
required forexistingemployees.
Eventhere, themodel hasanad-
vantage. Reskillinghappensata
lower cost economy. That's why
the profitability is still high. You
don’tsee masslayoffs. That'sthe
strength of this model, which is
why every multinational com-
panyistoday settingup theirglo-
bal capability centre in India.
The research is moving to India
because of the abundant talent
that’s global in experience and
expertise. So, if you are passing
outthisyearorthe next, youwill
find it challenging to get ajobin
the IT industry unless you have
Alskills.
Becauseofthelagtheuniver-
sities typically have, it will take
three-four years for the system
toreacttothe changing realities
so recruitment will be lower.
Revenuesaregoingtobesteady,
but growing at three-four per

Infosys co-founder and Chairman, Axilor Ventures, Kris Gopalakrishnan on MNCs
choosmg India for global capability centres, investing in R&D and rethinking healthcare

cent, profitability will still be
high. But the market may feel
that’s not enough.

Ishan: TheIT sector has
beenavehicle forupward
mobility, which is now
beingcutshort. Doyousee
this being permanent?

You have to look at actual
data. The industry employs six
million people out of 1.4-1.5 bil-
lion people. Of course, the multi-
plier effect, the per capita in-
come of that employee is very
high. Their prospects are global
for a small segment of popula-
tion. Aspirationally, everybody
wantstogothereand thatis pro-
bably limited by what is hap-
peningtoday, butit’stemporary.

Burgundy
P1'1vate
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Kumar: The IT sector has
been profitable. Any
observations on thelittle
yield on the products front?
‘The model is different. The
industry was created primarily
when there wasnoventure capi-
tal. We had to bootstrap and
leverage ourstrengths —talent,
low cost, remote software devel-
opment capabilities, ability to
scale, high-quality workforce.

The model for the productis
'youmakeupfrontinvestments.
Typically, you need risk capital
and market access to do that.
The domestic market is not big
enough to create large enter-
prises. That'swhy you havetogo
global. All the SAS (Statistical
Analysis System) companies ac-
tually flip to the US because
that’salarger market that values
them. But now we are seemg
productc

of Indians. So, it proves the point
that it’s the right model for the
right ecosystem.

Ishan:Is thebinding
constraintrisk capital?

‘We have to change our risk
appetite as a society. Entrepre-
neurship has taken root. Until
recently, entrepreneurship was
family-driven. Now, you are
seeing first-generation entre-
preneurs doing extremely well.

not a capability issue but a re-
source and capital one. Having
said that, the top three banking
products in the world are of In-
dianorigin. Soarethebestlogis-
tic products in the world. Atthe
top tier of all product com-
panies, therearealarge number

Kumar: When the founders
of various companies inthe
US were investing in brain
research they werelooking

thejourney beenso far?
‘Weneed toinvest moreinre-
search. Inhindsight, ithasbeen
proven right in terms of events
that happened with Al where
we now understand the stra-
tegic nature of technology, and
why sovereignty is important.
‘We need to create a product-led
economy, where we own the
technologies we use.

Kumar: But there is hardly
investmentin R&D.

Because that necessity isnot
there.IfyouwantastrongIndia,
you also have to make that
happenby owningthe IPthatis
important to us. The govern-
ment may create IP but it’s not
goingtocommercialise, market
and create industries around it.

for203s.

Now, we have 4,500 deep
tech startups. I believe it will go
045,000 at least. That will cre-
ate new product categories, and
technologies that we will own.
‘We need tostill understand the
commercialisation part of it
fully, and we need to figure out
how it can be retained in those
companiesinIndia. Ownership
is also about where the wealth
accrues. Thatisachange we will
see in the next 10 years. We will
also work on technology sover-
eignty. Wewill see some brilliant
solutions comingoutof Indiaon
health care. India has the oppor-
tunity to become a laboratory
for the 21st-century world.

Kumar: Canyou explainthe
the world

Itisthe pri job.

Ishan:IfThad tosetup alab
inaWestern university and
youhad to setup similar
facilities in India, what are
the constraints?

None. It’s for us to change it.
Istarted working with II'T Mad-
ras Research Park in 1999. In
2001, 1 was its first investor.
That’s the best ecosystem we
have. Overthelast fiveyears, IISc
has been becoming a hotbed.

Kumar: What sector would
youbeinvestinginand
what output would you
expect two years from now?
Outputdependsonthe prob-
lem. When you are trying to fig-
ureouthowpeopleageandisthe
Indian populationsusceptibleto
aginginthe same way, you have
tostudy somebody for 20 years.
‘Youcan'tgetdatainoneyear.So,
longitudinal study takes longer.
You have to set expectations
properly. I have split my office
into two parts. One is to grow
wealth. Second, to use it wisely.

example?

In health care, typically 70
percentofthe moneyisspentin
the last three years of a person’s
life. It should be spent from the
age of 20. You have to think
about wellness and healthy liv-
ing. That’s a cultural and habit
changethathastohappen. Now,
we need to look at public policy
and incentives. We also need to
leverage health insurance.

Ishan: What will be the
constraintin thisjourney?
You have to do it strategi-
cally. The industry has to take
some big bets because all of
them will not succeed. If you
lookatrenewables, forexample,
alot of people went into creat-
ing solar farms. Many actually
failed because it was built on a
certain assumption of govern-
ment subsidy and when the
subsidy wentaway, the price per
unit came down, business was
no longer viable. All those
cycles will happen. And that’s
why we need to build failure
intoour cultural mindset issue.
Theabilityto take riskshastobe

from the longevity point of
view. You h ive me your best
compute power. Howhas and worst i built i y.

Srinagar MP Ruhullah to resign from NC and
Parliament, says no fixing this rot from within’

Naveed Igbal
Srinagar, October 30

SRINAGAR MP Aga Ruhullah
Mehdi has formally announced
his decision to resign from the
National Conference (NC) and
from Parliament, slamming his
partyfornotlivinguptoits “own
poll promise of fighting for the
restoration of Article 370”,
amongother issues.

Ruhullah has been es-
tranged with his party for over
ayear with differences begin-
ning over the issue of rational-
isation of reservation in J&K.

The MP’s office wrote onso-
cial media on Friday, “Ruhullah
Mehdi will resign from the Na-
tional Conference and his Lok
Sabha seat on November 3,

From Patna’s J adughar, Bihar museum topsin Asia,

2026
Ruhullah’sofficewroteonX,
“The crown princeand hiscabal
treat J&K as an estate passed
down through the family. They
expect the people to vote, then
know their place.”
Continuinghisattackonthe
party, the post said, “They take
us for fools who cannot tell a
broken promise from a political
necessity. Ask them to honour
their own manifesto, and they
lecture us on how little we
understand realpolitik.”
Ruhullah hasalso criticised
his party for not “living up to
their own poll promise of fight-
ingforthe restoration of Article
370"
The post said, “We de-
manded the restoration of Ar-

Aga Ruhullah Mehdi

ticle370, therelease of prisoners
and the protection of our rights.
They sought power on those
promises, then treated us as
fools for expecting them to de-
liver. Werefusetolend ourname
to this humiliation. There is no
fixing this rot from within.

Arguing that the Srinagar
seat was won on “a promise” to
the people, the post asserted that
“Ruhullah Mehdi will surrender
it rather than make himself an
accomplicetothatpromise’sbe-
trayal.” The post stated that he
will address the people on the
death anniversary of his father,
politician Aga Syed Mehdi, at
Behshit-e-Zehra Park, Budgam,
on November 3. “We welcome
alltojoin,” the post said.

In August this year, Ruhul-
lah had written to NC president
Farooq Abdullah and hinted at
aresignation.

Takingaswipeatthe party’s
repeated assertions on de-
manding restoration of state-
hood from the Centre, the MP
stated in the letter, which was

released on social media, that
by accepting statehood as the
“outer limit of our political hor-
izon”, they are “legitimisingand
normalising the constitutional
assault of August 2019 while sig-
nalling that the BJP’s political
settlement for Jammu-Kashmir
isacceptable tous.”

Indoingso, he had said, “We
also risk surrendering the con-
stitutional protections that are
indispensable to our people,
given our unique geo-political
reality, culture, traditions, and
fragile environment.”

In that letter, he had also
said, “Restassured, the resigna-
tion will come. It would have
come even without you asking
but before that must come ac-
countability.”

among top 10 globally alongside Louvre and Vatican

Santosh Singh
Patna, October 30

WHILE THE Louvre has the
enigmatic Mona Lisa, the Bihar
Museum has the magnificent
Didarganj Yakshi.

It is this stunning 3rd-cen-
tury BC polished sandstone
sculpture,amongotherartefacts
and features, which now hasthe
museum in Patna sharing the
spotlight with the Paris land-
markinalistof “World’s 100 Best
Museums” published by the in-

tah Nirva, during
surgery at Nanaji Deshmukh
Veterinary Science University in
Jabalpur. Investigators have
identified the pellets as being
consistent with those used in
muzzle-loading firearms. How-
ever, the firearm itself remains
untraced, and investigators are
tryingtoestablishitsownership
and the person who fired it.

The STSF has also been
examining the cheetah’s radio-
collar data to reconstruct its
movements before it was found
injured, officials said.

The 19-month-old cheetah
was found by amonitoringteam
on October 25 in the territorial
forest division of Morena, out-
side KunoNational Park. Hewas
rescued that night and taken to
Kuno before being shifted to Ja-
balpur for advanced treatment.
Hedied early on October 27.

ternational tr; ide, “Worth
aJourney”.

Ranked ninth globally and
first in Asia, Bihar Museum has
emerged astheonly museumin
the continent to secure a posi-
tion in the top 10, rubbing
shoulders with the Vatican Mu-
seums and the National Mu-
seum of China.

Talking to The Indian Ex-
press, Anjani Kumar Singh, Di-
rector General of the Bihar Mu-
seum and former Chief
Secretary of Bihar, said: “The
best part of the travel maga-
zine’s ranking is that it neither
asked for an entry nor spoke to
us. Its ranking is purely based
onsocial media reach and visi-
tors’ reactions.”

The museum had humble
originswithastructure thatwas
locally known as Jadughar or
house of magic.

Spread

visitor experience, and accessi-
bility. The Bihar Museum stood
out for its architecture and spa-
tial design, planned by Makiand
Associates, where open court-
yards, natural light, and green
spaces enhance visitor flow and
overall experience.

Other features that drew
special praise were the exhibi-
tions and historical narrative.
‘The museum’s chronological ar-
rangement traces regional his-
tory from the Stone Age through
ancient empires to contempor-
ary times, supported by a vast
depthand variety of artefacts, in-
cluding ancient sculptures,
coins, raremanuscripts, archae-
ological discoveries, and re-
gional folkart.

The modern galleries take

13.9acres, th
2017 BIHARMUSEUM

Initscurrent form, asastate-
of-the-art structure on Patna's
lifeline Bailey Road, the Bihar
Museum became fully oper-
ational in 2017. Spread over 139
acres, it boasts a built-up area of
273,500 square feet.

In its assessment, Worth a
Journey noted: “A modern state
museuminPatnatracingBihar's
history from the Stone Age to
modern times through sculp-
tures, coins, manuscripts, and

became fully i in

houseschronological galleries, a
children’s gallery, and a short
history film.”

Highlighting the museum’s
primary strengths, the guide
made special mention of its
ancient sculpture galleries, the
children’s gallery, and regional
folkartgallery. It recommended
thatvisitors “setaside fourtofive
hoursto thoroughly explorethe

sprawling campus.”
The travel gulde evaluated
institutions wor on

folkart. A:
open courtyards and lawns

cultural value, infrastructure,

epaper.indianexpress:com | .

n ivejourney
through South Asia's history,
featuring rare ancient Kurkihar
bronze sculptures from the Pala
Empire, classic Nalanda stone
murtis, and vibrant regional
craft traditions such as Madhu-
baniart, Patna Qalam paintings,
and Sikki grass craft.

Said DG Singh, “The criteria
for assessing a museum have
changed — it is no longer just
about the building and the col-
lection, but also about how
much cultural and literary activ-
itytakes place and how the audi-
enceresponds.”

mentioned are several book
launch events, seminars, and a
recently concluded literature
festival held on the premises.

The Bihar Museum was a
dream project of former Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar who re-
located the Maulana Mazharul
Haque Arabic and Persian Uni-
versity for the purpose.

‘While the initial sanctioned
cost of the project was Rs 498
crore,anadditionalbudget of Rs
542 crore was later approved
separately for an unc d

KG basin row: SC says
no viable solution,
appoints mediator in
RIL-Centre dispute

Express News Service
New Delhi, October 30

THE SUPREME Court Friday
referred the gas migration dis-
pute between the Centre and
Reliance Industries Limited-
led consortium in the Krishna
Godavari (KG) basin, located off
the Andhra Pradesh coast, to
mediation and appointed
former apex courtjudge Justice
Ranjana Prakash Desai as the
mediator after both sides sub-
mitted they have not been able
tofind a “viable solution”.

In its order, a three-judge
bench, led by Chief Justice of
IndiaSuryaKant, and compris-
ing Justice Joymalya Bagchi
and Justice Vipul M Pancholi,
said, “Both sides have re-
quested adjournment from
time to time to enable the
parties to explore settlement.
We are informed that they
themselves have not been able
to find out a viable solution. In
view of the request made on
their behalf, we request Justice
Ranjana P Desai to act as the
mediator. We also request her
to have the assistance of two
domain experts as may be sug-
gested by the parties”.

Attorney General R Venka-
taramani, appearing for the
Centre, and Senior Advocate
Kapil Sibal for the consortium,
urged the court to refer it to
mediation toexplore the possl—
bility of arrivingata

heritage tunnel linkingthe Bihar
Museum with the old PatnaMu-
seum — the one known as Ja-
dughar. This tunnel is now 70-
80% complete, said sources.
Prominent visitors who have
praised the museum’s rich col-
lections include author and
politician Shashi Tharoor and
noted lyricist Javed Akhtar.
Other museums that fea-
tured in the magazine’s top 10
list are British Museum (Lon-
don), Natural History Museum
(London), The Metropolitan
Museum of Art/ The Met (New
York City), American Museum
of Natural History (New York
City), and China Science and
Technology Museum (Beijing).
“Such rankings do make us
happy and proud,” said Singh.
“Butweare not beatingourown
drumaboutit, asalot morework

bedone.

Amongtheli y

settlement. The CJIagreed and
said Justice Desai will be the
right person as she has im-
mense experience in resolving
commercial disputes.

‘The case has its origins in a
production-sharing contract
(PSC)signed by an RIL-led con-
sortium with the Centre in
2000, securingrightsto explore
and extract natural gas from
the KG basin. The contract
covered various entitlements,
responsibilities and revenue-
sharing arrangements.

The RIL-led consortium
started commercial production
fromtheassetssituated adjacent
to ONGC'’s Godavari petroleum
and mining lease and the KG-
DWN-98/2block, in April, 2009.
The RIL then held 60% stake in
the relevant KG-D6 block, BP
PLC 30% and Niko Resources
10%. AfterNiko'sexit, RILs inter-

estroset066.6%and BP’s33.3%.

In 2013, ONGC claimed RIL
had illegally extracted natural
gas from its blocks, accusing it
ofdrillingwells near the bound-
aries of its hydrocarbon blocks
which allowed gasto flow from
ONGC's fields to RIL's KG-D6
block between 2009 and 2013,
leadingto “unjustenrichment™
forthelatter. ONGC had argued
that at least four wells that RIL
drilled in its KG-D6 block drew
natural gas from the neigh-
bouring block. In 2014, the
Delhi HC directed the govern-
ment to take a call on the
matter on the basis of an inde-
pendent study.

Global consultant DeGolyer
and Mac Naughton (D&M),
which carried out the study,
said in its report, finalised in
November 2015, that its analy-
sis “indicated connectivity and
continuity of the reservoirs
across the blocks” operated by
ONGC and RIL. A month later,
the government formed a
single-member panel under
former Delhi HC Chief Justice
AP Shah on the issue.

The panel in its report said
that the government, not
ONGC, was entitled to compen-
sation from RIL as ONGC did
not own the block, given all
mineral resources of the
country are owned by the Gov-
ernment of India. In November
2016, the government, based on
the Shah panel report, slapped
RILand its partners with a total
demand of $1.55 billion. After
that, RIL and its partners de-
cided to go for arbitration.

In July 2018, the arbitral
tribunal ruled in favour of RIL,
rejecting the government’s
claimsand stating that the PSC
did not prohibit contractors
from extractingand selling gas
that had migrated from an ex-
ternal source.

The Centre challenged this
in the Delhi HC and a single-
judgebenchdismisseditin May
2024. Following an appeal, the
HCdivision benchsetaside the
single-judge bench’s order and
the arbitral award, saying they
were contrary to the settled
position of law. On March 3 last
year, the government raised a
demand of $2.81 billion on RIL
and its partners. The RIL-led
consortium moved SC.
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© CYBERSECURITY

$6.3bnstolenin
20 min; Inside the
mega Binance hack

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, October 30

BINANCE, THE world’s largest cryptocurrency
exchange, was hit by a massive security breach late
Thursday in which cyberattackers stole around $6.3 bil-
lion. The hack, considered to be the biggest-ever hack to
date, led the exchange to freeze assets worth $3 billion
and caused panic in the crypto market, leading to sharp
falls in the prices of several cryptocurrencies.

The breach

“Binance’s initial investigation suggests that the se-
curity incident may involve acompromised DevOps en-
gineer’slaptop, which allowed an attacker to gain access
toaservice container and submit unauthorised withdra-
wal transactions,” the company posted on X. It later said
thatit had “uncovered additional points of breach”.

Reuters reported that the bulk of the incident
unfolded in around 20 minutes beginning late on Thurs-
day and bore similarities to previous large attacks
blamed on North Korea, citing US blockchain analysis
firms TRM Labs and Chainalysis. TRM said the attackers
were able to order wallets that Binance uses to empty
into hacker-controlled wallets.

“The attackers gained access to the pathway through
which transactions and information flow. The wallet was
unaffected. However, with this access, the attackers
could instruct the wallet to execute transactions,” an in-
dustry executive said on the condition of anonymity.

“However, once you gain

access to the DevOps sys-
PASTBREACHES tem, you can identify
©1n2019, bitcoinsworthabour  Other access points too.
$40 million were stolen from So,itisimportant tosee
Binance after attackers used a hqw quickly youcancon-
combination of viruses and tain the breach.
phishingtechniqyes. whichthe Impact ofthe hack
exchange couldn’t recover. L N

N Bitcoin, the world’s lar-

@ North Korea’s state-backed gest cryptocurrency,

Lazarus Group stole around $1.5
billion from Bybit last year

hi h fing. Only asmall
portion was recovered.

plunged 4.5% Thursday,
hitting its lowest level

Ethereum slumped 5%.
Other major
cryptocurrencies also saw
similar sell-offs, though many of them recovered slightly
on Friday. “When a player as big as Binance is hit, it
affects sentiment across the industry,” another industry
executive said.

Binance, however, assured users that the company
would cover losses from its own funds. The company said
ithad revoked the authorisation of the network respon-
sible for the breach and had informed law enforcement
agencies and blockchain intelligence platforms.

Ithad initially suspended deposits and withdrawals.
However, it subsequently clarified that deposits would
remain unaffected, while withdrawals could resume
within 45 hours. The $3 billion in blocked funds repre-
sents assets frozen by the exchange and other entities,
including blockchain-enabled platforms Tether and
Circle, which the attackers could have accessed.

ImpactonIndia

The impact on crypto investors in India could be sig-
nificant. “India currently has around 100 million users,
out of which 80-90% have direct or indirect exposure to
Binance. It provides the vast majority of the liquidity in
the Indian crypto market. Even Indian exchanges like
CoinDCX have exposure to the exchange,” one of the in-
dustry executives mentioned above said.

* POLITY

The intricate system to elect MLCs

A general election is simple: one vote for one candidate. But MLC polls
are much more complex, involving preferential voting by MLAs, local
bodies, graduates and teachers, besides nominations by the Governor

sLegislative Council seats: The break-up
Six states in India have Legislative Councils. Here’s how their seats are distributed among different

electorates and the Governor’s nominees.
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‘ STATE SEATS ELECTEDBY | GOVERNOR
| Localauthorities | Graduates i Teachers MLAs ‘
|_AndhraPradesh 58 20 5 | 5 | 20 8 |
| Bihar | 2 6 | 6 2 2|
| 78 2 7 | 7 | 30 12
| Kamataka | B 25 | 7 | 7 25 n ‘
| Telangana | 40 14 3 | 3 | 14 6
UttarPradesh | 100 36 s 8 38 10 ‘
| MadhyaPradesh* | 90 31 8 | 8 | 31 2o
| TamilNads® | 78 % |7 2 T
“NOT OPERATIONAL; SOURCE: REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, 1950
elector in the state. Governors can nomi-
nate individuals from the fields of literature,
science, art, co-operative movement and
socialservicewhoareresidents of the state.
Elections for MLC seats in which MLAs
i are the voters are straightforward. Only
those who are current members of the As-
EXP ERTS EXPLAI N sembly get to vote in the election.
CHAKSHU Roy & YasHika KEDIA But the other three categories of MLCs
— local body, graduate and teacher — are
THE WRITERS WORK AT PRS all territorial constituencies. So local body
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH ‘members, graduates and teachers of those
areasinthestate gettovote in the election.
THE BJP-LED NDA has won 16 out of the Forlocal body MLC constituencies, only
28 Legislative Council seats for which elec- current members of those bodies can vote.
tions were held in four states. The electoral roll for graduate and
The ruling alliance won all four seats in teacher constituencies has different
Karnataka, sixoutof 11in Uttar Pradesh, four How requirements. These rolls are prepared
out of eight in Bihar, and two of five in Ma- . fresh before every election and even exist-
harashtra. Unlike elections for Members of Councils ing voters have to apply again to get on the
the Legislative Assembly (MLASs), notevery differ from roll. They also have to fulfil the specified
adult citizen is eligible to vote for Members . criterion from the qualifying date, whichis
of the Legislative Councils (MLCs). Not all Rajya November 1every year.
states have Legislative Councils, either. Sabha In the case of graduate constituencies,
the voter should be a citizen, ordinarily a
Asecond chamber for states RajyaSabhaisa  resident in the constituency and for three
India’s legislatures are divided intotwo ~ continuousbody. ~ years holdingagraduate degree from any-
categories — unicameral (single House) or  But Assemblies ~ Where in India. In case of teacher consti-
bicameral (two Houses). The Constitution  paye the power tuencies, the voter should, in the last six
mandates a bicameral legislature (Lok torecommend years, have been a teacher in an educa-
Sabhaand Rajya Sabha) at the national level N tional institution (not lower than asecond-
and gives states the option of having a sec- the CreAaAm’" and ary school) for at least three years.
ond chamber called the Legislative Council. abolition ofa
During the framing of the Constitution, Legislative Graduates and teachers
there was disagreement in the Constituent Council. Here, aquestionarises. What'stheration-
Assembly on having a second chamber in aleforanelectorate representingspecificsec-
states. Thearguments insupport of asecond ° tions of society (like graduatesand teachers)?
chamber were that it would bring different Councilsdon't The practice of lawmakers representing
viewpoints, be the voice of reason and check have the specific sections of society began in pre-in-
hasty action by the popularly elected House. Constitutional dependent India. The Government of India
The opposing viewpoint was that having mandate to give Actof1935 provided for representation based
asecond chamber would be costly, delay 8 onreligious, economic and social grounds.
government action and leaders would use shapeto Constituent Assembly Member Shib-
its membership to dispense favours. legislation ban Lal Saxena suggested that the Council
Our Constitution framers resolved these passed by the should represent the intelligentsia of a
differencesby giving states the power tode- Assembly. province. He suggested that some
cide whether they wanted a second members should be elected by different
chamber, capped the size of the House and ° subsets of the entire electorate. A subset
put limits on its powers. And in doing so, In2013,a could be graduates, members of trade
they created auniquelegislative institution. Parliamentary unions, local body members, learned pro-
Sixstates— Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Ma- panel examining fessionals, and more. Thisideawasthenin-
harashtra, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh and the creation of a corporated into the Constitution.
Telangana — have a Legislative Council. o . .
Article 171 specifies that a Legislative CO}‘“Cll in Preferential choice
Council will have a minimum of 40 Rajasthan Votinginageneral election is simple —
members, and pegsthemaximumnumber ~ flaggedaneedto  avoter casts their vote for one candidate.
to athird of the size of the Assembly. evolveanational Thesimplicity ofthis process allows the use
‘The Constitution alsospecifies the mem- policy onthe ofan electronic voting machine. But voting
bership structure of the state Legislative creation or inan MLCelectionis donethroughasingle,
Councils. MLAselect one-third of the Coun- o transferable vote. This method requires a
cil’s members, local body members elect abolltlo'n of voter to rank the candidates by indicating
another third, graduateselect one-twelveth, Councils. their preference, just like in a Rajya Sabha
teacherselectanother one-twelveth, and the ° election. (See story and box alongside).
Governor nominates the remaining MLCs. Itsaidthata Aballot paper contains the names of the

The Representation of People Act, 1950 pro-
vides the membership breakup of every
Legislative Council in the country.

Thevoting process
MLCshaveasix-year termand a third of
aCouncil'smembers retire every two years.
To contest an MLC election, an individual
should be at least 30 years old and be an

Council, once
created, should
notbeabolished
at the whim of a
newly elected
state govt.
——

candidates (besides NOTA). The voter is
required to indicate their preference by writ-
ing1,2or3in front of the candidate’s name.
Atthetime of counting of votes, candidates
geteliminated if they don’t get the required
number of votes meeting the threshold.
InRajyaSabha polls, MLAs have to show
their votes to their party’s election agent.
They don’t have to do so in MLC polls.

Ballot papers in Indian
elections: Where they
are still used, and why

s Y
VIKAS PATHAK

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi tooka
swipeat the Congress after it won just one
of the 28 Member of Legislative Council
(MLC) seats that went to the polls across
fourstates. This is because MLC elections
use ballot papers rather than electronic
votingmachines (EVMs), which the Con-
gress has in the past blamed for losses.

Since the PM’s remarks have brought
thespotlight back to the EVMs-vs-ballot-
papersdebate, it’sinstructive tosee which
sets of elections in India are conducted
with ballot papers.

Elections using ballot papers

¢ THEFORMULA
TO CALCULATE
RAJYASABHAVOTES

@ Thetotal number of MLAs voting in
astateis divided by the number of
seats heading to polls plus 1. Then, 1
isadded to the resulting number to
calculate the quota.

® Say the total number of MLAs vot-
inginastateis 200 and elections are
onforfour seats. So, 200 will be
divided by 4+1, or 5, which resultsin
40.The quota will thus be 40+1, or 41.
Any candidate getting 41votes s
declared elected.

® The systemfollowed, however, is
of asingle transferable vote. So,
MLAs can mark their first, second,
third, preferences.

@ Intheabove example, every
did .

Most elections to gram f 3
panchayat samitis, and zilla parishads are
held through ballot papers. A 2023 study
sponsored by the Ministry of Panchayati
Rajand undertaken by the Indian Institute
of Public Administration (IIPA) found that
53% of states conduct gram panchayat
elections using ballot papers.

“Only three States/UTs (Kerala, Sikkim,
and Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu) conduct gram panchayat elections
through EVMs in all constituencies of the
gram panchayat. However, other States
areinatransitional phase wherein 22 per-
cent of the States have adopted EVMs in
some of the constituencies while inthe rest
ofthe constituencies, ballot papersarestill
followed,” the report added. “However, in
the higher levels of panchayat elections,
ie.,intermediate and district

g 41first
votes will be declared elected. If this
does notfill all the seats, the surplus
votes of those already elected are
transferred to the second preference
candidates of MLAs whose first
preferences have already won.

® Say, 41is the winning quota: If a
winning candidate secures 45 votes,
this would mean this candidate has
four surplus votes. These four surplus
votes will be moved to the second
preference candidates.

@ Ifmore than one victorious
candidate has surplus votes, the
largest surplus will be transferred
first. If even this does not fill all
vacancies, the candidate with the
lowest number of first preference

the share of EVMs used by States in-
creases. For instance, in district/zilla pan-
chayat elections, 17 percent of States use
EVMsinall the constituencies.”

Thereport alsosaid: “Stateswhich are
using ballot papers hinted that lack of
funds and awareness about the usage of
EVM is one of the major hindrances in
conducting panchayat elections. But the
same voters cast their vote using EVMs in
theassembly and the parliamentary elec-
tions; so this argument of lack of aware-
ness among the voters is lopsided.” It
added that counting of ballot papers was
a cumbersome process requiring huge
manpower, adding that it was alsonoten-
vironmentally friendly.

Former elected sarpanch from Chan-
drapur in Maharashtra Kalyan Kumar
said that the tehsildars provide symbols
tocandidates days before the electionsin
rurallocal bodies. “They ask for three op-
tionsand allot one of these. These are not
the party symbols we know.” According
tohim, howmuchintouchacandidateis
with their electors and whether they help
them geteveryday work done is more cru-
cial than ideology in these polls.

Describing the process of elections to
rurallocal bodies, a Bihar official told The
Indian Express that multiple elections at
gram panchayat, panchayat samitis, etc.,
happenataround the same time, and this
makes ballot papers more handy because
using so many machines would be diffi-
cult. But he agreed that ballot papers
make counting difficult.

Regarding how some states conduct
panchayat elections with EVMs if the
symbols are not the conventional party
symbols, former Election Commissioner
Ashok Lavasa told The Indian Express
that there is a procedure called “symbol
loading” that is used to load the required
symbols onto the EVMs. Municipal cor-
poration elections, Lavasasaid, lie within

votesi andthe second
preference votesin their ballot paper
aretransferred.

® This process goes on until all
the seats arefilled.

the purview of the State Election Com-
missions, and they can decide to use
EVMs or ballot papers. The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi elections, for in-
stance, are conducted viaEVMs, but Pun-
jab decided to shift to ballot papers in
2026. The Punjab and Haryana High
Court said that the Punjab Municipal
Election Rules, 1994, allowed both ballot
papers and EVMs, legally permitting the
SEC to choose either of them.

Student union elections are also held
either using EVMs or ballot papers. The
Delhi University Students’ Union polls, for
instance, use EVMs. “The EVMs display
the names of the candidates in alphabet-
ical order. Here, the name and the ballot
number of the candidate is important,”
said Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
national media convener Harsh Attri. The
Jawaharlal Nehru University Students’
Union election uses ballot papers.

Single, transferablevote

Elections held viaasingle transferable
vote, however, have to use ballot papers.
As per Article 171 of the Indian Constitu-
tion, elections to the legislative councils
are held through a single, transferable
vote. Inthis procedure, the voters have to
marktheir first, second, etc., preferences
on the ballot paper, so that the vote is
transferable. This happens on a ballot
paper rather than an EVM.

Rajya Sabha elections also happen by
asingle transferable vote, where prefer-
encesare marked by the elector onaballot
paper. A formula is used here to calculate
the quota required for a candidate to win.

o ECONOMY

Under Trump administration, how the capitalist US became more ‘socialis

GRAPHS,

DATA,
PERSPECTIVES
BY UDIT MISRA

WEEKLY ECONOMIC AND POLICY INSIGHTS USING DATA

THE US is scheduled to hold its midterm
elections on November 3. Voters will decide
which of the two political parties controls
the US Congress, which comprises two
houses — the House of Representatives
and the Senate.

Unlike India, the US political system ob-
servesstricter separation of powers among
the three branches of government.

The Republican Party today controls
both houses of the US Congress. This is an
idealscenario for the Republicans because
they also have their candidate — Donald
Trump — as President. In other words, the
Republicans control both the legislative

and executive branches. This accords the
right-wing party the ability to get not just
thelegislative nod for its policy agenda, but
also to have a President execute it fully.
The vote could alter that equation sub-
stantially, especially if the more left-wing
Democratic Party wins both houses.

‘What's at stake?

Since the surprising victory of Zohran
Mamdani as the New York Mayor in Novem-
ber last year, Trump has sharpened his at-
tackonthe Democrats, repeatedly warning
voters against left-wing policies. “In state
after state, the Democrat: i

*STATE OWNERSHIP OF ECONOMY
Index value ranges from O to 4. lower the number, greater the control of govt

The defining feature of socialism is pub-
licor State ownership and/or control of pro-
ductive resources — how far does the gov-
ernment own or directly control important

Sample the following decisions by the
Trump Administration: In June 2025, the US
governmenttooka “goldenshare”in Japan’s
Nippon Steel when the latter took over US
Steel. This gave the US government veto
rights over US operations. Then in August
2025, theUSgovernment tooka10%stakein
Intel, the American semiconductor manu-
facturing firm. The US government hasalso
i 1er publicly traded

beenoverthrown and replaced by crazed lu-

natics and radicals. They call th
Democrat socialists, but actually, they’re
communists,” Trumpsaid justamonth ago.

Words like ‘socialism’ and ‘commu-
nism’ have long been slurs in the US, es-
pecially in the context of its Cold War with
the erstwhile USSR. In contrast, the Demo-
cratic Party is moving towards more social-

ist policies, such as addressing inequality
by taxing the rich and redistributing the
proceeds among the poor. Former Vice
President Kamala Harris openly called for
price controls during her 2024 presidential
campaign against Trump.

‘What about Trump’s administration?

As Cullen S Hendrix, a senior fellow at
the Peterson Institute for International
Economics, pointed out recently, the US
has moved towards socialism under
Trump 2.0.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .
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Hendrix pointed to data from V-Dem (a
global research project and independent
institute that measures the quality, types,
and health of democracies worldwide) on
State ownership of the economy.

“The United States has consistently
ranked among the countries with the least

state control of the economy for nearly two
decades according to the V-Dem index...
Since 2010, the US had never ranked lower
than 4th out of 179 covered countries, and
often ranked 2nd, just behind Japan in 1st
place (North Korea ranks 179th). In 2025,
the first year of the second Trump admin-
istration, state control of the US economy
grew, and 15 countries now have less state
control than the US...” he wrote in arecent
research report.

The chart alongside captures the V-
Dem gauge. The closer to 0, the more State
control over the economy, with 4 as the
upper end suggesting an economy where
very little valuable capital belongs to the
State or is directly controlled by it. The US
reading has shifted sharply towards greater
State control under Trump, thoughit is still
farless than some comparable economies,
such as China.

The data also shows that India, too, has
turned more ‘socialist’ under a right-wing
prime minister since 2020.



OLDING HIS two-year-

old close to his chest, Hi-

ralal Bedia shouts out to

his wife Meena Kumari:

“Don’t panic, stay fo-

cused.” Meena, leaning
forward, her foot on the starting line, arms
in position, eyes in fierce focus, nods with-
out looking up.

As Meena, 24, takes off for the 1,600-
metrerun, Hiralalisabundle of nerves. He
shuffles along the sideline marked in chalk,
child in hand, his phone with the video but-
ton pressed in the other. After four rounds
of the Sidhu Kanhu Stadium ground in
Ramgarh district, Jharkhand, Meena
crosses the finish line in eight minutes and
collapses. The officials tell her she has
madeittothe ‘excellence’ category —those
who clock under 8 minutes.

Meena is among around 6,000 women
from six blocks in Ramgarh who have
turned up at the Sidhu Kanhu Stadium for
aday-long trial run ahead of the physical
efficiency test for recruiting Home Guards
across Jharkhand. Around 20,000 men
and women from across Ramgarh district
will compete for a mere 284 vacant posts of
Jharkhand Home Guard Vahini. In Ram-
garh, the test was to be conducted between
October 24 and November 5, but has now
been postponed due to cyclone Arnab.

By 5 am, the stadium is packed with
‘women runners and a few men. The organ-
isers say the day’s trial run is largely for
‘women, and the men’s run was held earlier.
Justasdawn breaks, the women spill out of
packed autorickshaws that are stuffed with
‘water containers and bags of sportswear.
Many of them are young mothers, accom-
panied by their husbands and babies. After
arriving in sarees, many of them change
intoshorts and pyjamas. Some simply tuck
in the pallu and pleats of their sarees and
queue up for the run.

A voluntary auxiliary force under
Jharkhand’s Home Department, Home
Guards assist the police in traffic manage-
ment and law-and-order. Currently, there
are 795 Home Guards in Ramgarh district.
While not a government job, it’s highly
coveted since it comes with the khaki uni-
formand carries benefits such as maternity
leave and night-shift allowances for
‘women personnel.

“Jharkhand has around 30,000 active
Home Guards, including nearly 12,000
‘women,” says Kailash Karmali, the State
Commandant of Home Guards.

Neelima Surin, District Commandant
of Home Guards, Ramgarh, says, “Home
Guards are paid a daily allowance for their
duties, unlike the monthly salaries for po-
lice personnel.” Monthly pay can go up to
Rs 32,000 for 30 days of duty, Surin says.

The trial runs, conducted by different
academies, are an opportunity for candi-
dates to run on the ground where the offi-
cial recruitment test will be conducted.
‘Theseare practice races, but Meenaand the
others who have turned up at the stadium
today sprint asiftheirlives depended onit.

Meena’s husband catches up with her
at the finish line, “just in case she has
cramps and needs aleg massage”.

But Meena is fine, smiling broadly. “She
used tobe astate-level kabaddi player,” Hi-
ralal says proudly.

‘Alaglevel ka personality hai’

On October 15, the day of the trial run,
the couple woke up at 4 am and ate black
chana and bananas before going for a
‘warm-up runataground near their house.
By 6 am, they had left their village, Chotki
‘Tongri in Hazaribagh district, for the sta-
dium, a15-km drive in their car.

At the ground, before the run, Meena
changes into a T-shirt and track pants that
she has packed from home.

She was 18 and studying BA History,
when she had to drop out of college and
give up her preparations for the Railways
Group D exams. Her parents, she says,
couldn’t afford her education or her
dreams.

Then in 2021, she married Hiralal. Be-
sides their daughter, the couple have a
seven-year-old son from Hiralal's late wife.

A political science graduate, Hiralal
runs a Pragyan Kendra, a single-window
for government, financial and digital ser-
vices, in their village.

Meena says money has never been a
problem since she got married, but she
longed for ajob and the financial indepen-
dence that comes with it. “My husband
earns, but I want to spend my own money
— onour family and on myself,” she says.

Hiralal, she says, has always motivated
her. “Itold her she could pursue what she
wanted... 'll back her,” he says.

‘When the Home Guard opportunity
came up, he encouraged Meenatostart pre-
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Meena, Yashoda, Punita and Priyanka. Candidates for an upcoming Home Guards recruitment
test, they have turned up for a trial run, hoping for ajob that will change their lives and of their
families. Some run alone, others with their husbands cheering them on. SHUBHAM TIGGA
watches them as they race — in shorts, pyjamas and sarees — to the finish line

WOMEN WHO

(Clockwise from above, right) Around 6,000 women turned up at the Sidhu Kanhu Stadiumin R h di
many of the women came with their husbands and children; they had to cover four rounds of th

30k

Home Guards
in Jharkhand,
including nearly
12,000 women

332k

is whata Home Guard
can potentially earn
inamonth. They are
paid a daily
allowance for their
duties, unlike the
monthly salaries for
police personnel

”1 Womenin
Jharkhand
facealotof
judgment —for our
clothes, for what we
do. Weneed to
change these
mindsets. I know
people will talk, but
one day, whenI
achieve something,
they’ll praise me”

MEENA KUMARI, 24
CHOTKI TONGRI, HAZARIBAGH

paring. He pointed to the state-level ka-
baddi medals she had won for her school,
saying it would give her an edge in the
1,600-metre run. Meena fulfilled the eligi-
bility criteria: education up to Class 7 for a
rural posting, age between 19 and 40 years
as of January 1, 2026, and a minimum
height of 148 cm for women.

Since she applied for the job, Hiralal has
been her personal coach. At 4-4.30 am
every day, he takes her out for training,
while his family — parents, brother and
sister-in-law — take over child care and
other responsibilities at home. “It has just
been a month since we started training.
Our daughter usually comes along. After
we return, I prepare breakfast, so our son
can go to school,” Meena says.

She knowsthejobisalongshot, butshe
desperately wants it for herself. “Women in
Jharkhand face alot of judgment — for our
clothes, for what we do. We need to change
these mindsets. I know people will talk be-
hind my back, but one day, when I achieve
something, they’ll praise me,” she says.

What she is most excited about is the
Kkhaki uniform. “Alaglevel ka personality
hai (It’s a different level of personality),”
says Meena, who wears sarees at home.

Meena is aware of a recent video that
went viral — of Kavita Kumari, a 26-year-
old widowed mother from Soso village,
Ramgarh, who ran barefoot in a saree dur-
ing a recent trial run. Meena finds Kavita
“inspiring”, but says it's not unusual for
women from Adivasi communities, who

deliveryayear ago,
andIstillhave
stomach pains. My
mother-in-law was
concerned about
my health. She
initially objected to
the training. But I
told herIhave
torun”

YASHODADEVI, 26
MANDU BLOCK, RAMGARH
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Meena’s husband catches up
with her at thefinish line,
“justin casesheneedsaleg
massage”. But Meenaiis fine.
“Sheused to be a state-level
kabaddiplayer,” hesays

have always had asportingtradition. “After
Kavitawentviral, we realised that for those
outside Jharkhand, itis fascinating, but for
us, it is normal, just a way of life,” she says.

‘Can’twear shortsinvillage’

Around 8.30 am, the microphone in the
stadium blares, “Kahin saree, kahin suit,
kahin maathe pe hai sindoor, kaano mein
haibaali, gale mein hai mangalsutra (some
are in sarees, some in salwar-suits, some
are married, with vermillion on their fore-
heads and mangalsutra around their
necks)”.

Inamakeshift roomat the farend of the
ground, Yashoda Devi, 26, changes out of
hersalwar-kameezintoa T-shirtand a pair
of shorts.

“Our society is still conservative, soshe
can’twearshortsin our village. She changes
here, soshe can run comfortably,” her hus-
band Santosh says, cradling their nearly
year-old daughter Myra.

From Gargali village in Mandu block,
the couple had covered around 25kmona

ITunderwenta
C-section

o

agxe;"i

bike to reach the stadium. When Yashoda
emerges in her sportswear, she takes Myra
intoherarms, plays with her for awhile be-
forejoiningaqueue of around 100 runners
onthe track.

Sheissoonback, completing the 1,600~
metre run in alittle more than seven min-
utes.

“I underwent a Caesarean delivery
nearly a year ago, and I still have stomach
pains,” Yashoda says, clutching her waist.
She had worn an abdominal support belt
during the run.

Her mother-in-law, concerned about
Yashoda's health, had objected to the train-
ing. “ButItold her, I have to run,” she says.

‘Yashoda was 17 when she married San-
tosh, afarmer who also works at the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra. Though she completed her
graduation insociology after marriage, she
says she still has a lot of dreams and is de-
termined to run as best as she can.

It was this determination that saw her
gettingup, seconds after she tripped on the
field, blinded by the dust kicked up by the
other runners. But she had gone on to fin-
ish the race in the ‘excellence’ category. “I
would have done even better if I had not
tripped.”

These days, Yashoda has been waking
up at 4 am and preparing food for her
family before leaving for practice at a
ground nearly 2 km from their village. “My
husband looks after our daughter while I
train,” she says.

With their 10-year-old son attending a

Ifeel alone

whenIsee
women with their
husbands, but the
dreamofa
government job
keeps me going. I
borrowed shoes
fromafriend...
All for my
children’s future”

PUNITADEVI, 32
MELANI, PATRATU BLOCK,
RAMGARH

epaperindianexpress.com .. .
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Whythejob
matters

® Avoluntary
auxiliary force under
Jharkhand’s Home
Department, Home
Guards assist the
police in traffic
management and
law-and-order

® Whilenota
governmentjob, it's
coveted since it
comes with the khaki
uniform and benefits
such as maternity
leave and night-shift
allowances for
women personnel

® Witharelatively
less demanding
eligibility criteria -
education up to Class
Tforarural posting,
age between 19.and
40years,and a
minimum height of
148 cm for women —
thejobisan
attractive option
for many

21

private school in Hazaribagh, abulk of San-
tosh’s monthly income of Rs 10,000 from
the Krishi Kendra goes towards his school
fee. Yashoda, who is part of a 14-member

1f-hel saysshel con-
tribute to the family’s expenses once she
startsearning.

Herself-help group was recently part of
aninitiative to erectan Ambedkar statue in
theirvillage, butitended badly overaland
dispute with members ofadominant com-
munity in the village.

Theincidentleft her shaken, but she be-
lieves thejobwill help her gain confidence.
“What I couldn’t do before marriage, I will
do now,” she says.

‘Tborrowed shoes to run’

Every day, Punita Devi, a widow from
Melani village in Ramgarh’s Patratu block,
would commute nearly 30 km to Ranchi’s
Chandni Chowk for work. She lifted bricks
atconstruction sites and did other odd jobs,
earning around Rs 350 a day, “of which
Rs 50 went towards auto fares”.

With that income, food rations and
what she grew on a small patch of land,
Punita, a single mother, raised her two
daughters, 16 and 13, and her 12-year-old
son.
For the past three months, however,
Punita, 32, has had a different schedule.
Every morning, she wakes up at 4 am and
runs nearly 5 km from Pokhra More to the
Haripur panchayat building.

She runs in a saree because she doesn’'t
want to draw any attention or controversy,
something that has chased her for years.

Punita was 17 when she lost her father
totuberculosis, and was married later that
year. But her husband, alabourer at Jindal
Steeland Power Limited in Patratu, died of
liverillness. “On Purnima night in 2019, he
woke up to chew tobacco. He complained
he was feeling unwell and lost conscious-
ness. We rushed him to the hospital, but he
died around 10 am,” she recalls.

It’s hard for a single woman in these
parts, says Punita, who was accused of
being a “witch” and disowned by her in-
laws. But Punita says she stayed put in her
husband’shouse, later getting her children
into government residential schools.

Around three months ago, after she
heard of the Home Guards recruitment,
Punitabegan her trainingunderacoach in
Gola block, close to her mother’s home in
Ranchi.

Samir Ayubi, the coach, recalls that
when he met Punitaand heard of what she
had gone through, he offered to train her
for free. “She will definitely get the job,
given her potential. There is alsoa 5% quota
forwidows,” says Ayubi.

Atthe Ramgarh stadium, Punita walks
in unaccompanied, and lugs her bags.
When she runs, there is no one to cheer for

T.

She feels “alone” when she sees women
with their husbands, but the dream of a
government job keeps her going. “I bor-
rowed shoes from a friend and ran,” she
says. “All for my children’s future.”

‘Tamjust living for my son’

‘When Priyanka Devi runs, it’s with the
hope that it will lead her to her son, whom
she has notseen for the last four yearssince
herhusband deserted herin2022. “My son
isnow seven. He lives with his father,” says
the 25-year-old, at her parents” home in
Ichakvillage, Hazaribagh.

Priyanka was 17 when she got married
and moved to her husband’s home in Dig-
war, in Ramgarh district. Her husband, she
claims, harassed her for dowry and ac-
cused her of being a “witch” before throw-
ing her out of the house in 2022. She ap-
proached the Hazaribagh district court,
seeking legal action, but the court, direc-
ting her husband to pay her a monthly
maintenance of Rs 2,000, disposed of the
case, says her advocate Rakesh Kumar
Ranjan. “Her husband filed for divorce in
Ramgarh, but the divorce has not been fi-
nalised,” he says.

Priyanka says she doesn’t want a di-
vorce. All she wants is to live with her son.
“When my husband left me, my son was
three. For thelast four years, T have noteven
seenmy son’s face,” she asks.

Priyanka, who helps her parents grow
vegetables, says she often feels like a
burden on them. “My father worked hard
to get my two sisters and me married, and
itended so badly. Now I am living only for
my son,” she says.

These days, she has been travelling
15-17 km from her parents’ home to practise
at the Hazaribagh Defence Academy.
Though the academy charges candidates
Rs 1,500, her coach has waived the fee. “T
will putall my efforts into this and bring my
son back one day,” she says.

‘When my

husband left
me, my son was
three. For thelast
four years, I have
noteven seen my
son’s face... [ will put
all my efforts into
this and bring my
sonback one day. I
am living only for
myson”
PRIYANKA DEVI, 25
ICHAK, HAZARIBAGH
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On Shaky
Ground

Shalini Langer

IT DOESN'T matter if it ain’t broken, trust
good red-blooded Americanstotry fixit. If
it is in the larger direction of the Middle
East, don’t bother keeping them away.
Here, Tucker (Zachary Levi) and his
gang (Wes Chatham, Jake Choi, Augusto
Aguilera, QuincyIsaiah) fly into the embers
of a US intervention gone south in, first,
Afghanistan, and then Iran. In Kabul, it is
2021, as America is making a hasty retreat
in the face of a resurgent Taliban. In Iran,
in a lucky or unlucky (depending on your
geographical location) break for the film,
thewarisstill noton the horizon. However,
the Revolutionary Guards are villainous
enough tojustify Tucker’s excursion.
That is just one of the many motives
The Fix suggests for the actions of this
group of Americans. Typical of this uneven
film, whose ambitions are as admirable and
sincere as its execution frustrating, also in
the group’s sights are $25 million which
were stashed away behind a wall in pre-
Revolution Iran, as well as jogging the
memory of Larry (Liam Neeson), their CIA
handler who seems to be losing his mind
and has lapsed into dangerously revealing
mutterings. Neeson

THEFIX may be a big part of
'S o) the film promotions,
DIRECTOR: Guy but in the film, he
Moshe playsaminor, if pon-

derous, role.

Significantscreen
time is also devoted
to Elnaaz Norouzi,
the actor of Iranian-
German descent who
is more known to us
via Hindi films and
TVshows, including Sacred Games. Tucker
brings Zara (Norouzi), an American fluent
in Farsi, aboard to ease his way into Iran.
Someone appears to have given a different
script to Norouzi though, as she flirts — lit-
erally — in the face of real danger as a very
serious Tucker keeps telling her to “listen
tome”.

Tucker and gang go into Tehran to ex-
tricate Maryam (Lara Wolf), an activist on
the crosshairs of the Revolutionary Guards.
Ifthat isn’t complicated enough, there are
double-crossersat every turn, and twists at
every other. We shuffle between Kabul, Vir-
ginia, Tehran and Baku, open meadows
and rocky cliffs, mountain passes and
marshy rivers. We oscillate between the
need for a “rush” of these operatives, and
their need for “closure”, carrying the guilt
of not having been able to save an Afghan
allyin 2021

The cinematography is excellent, and
the efforts at bringing together the many
pieces of this geopolitical mess commend-
able. But as The Fixlabours on for an inex-
plicable length of 142 minutes, you can’t
helpbut feel it has lost the plot —not unlike
thelay of the land in real life.

All Style,No
Substance

Shubhra Gupta

CAST: Liam Neeson,
Zachary Levi, Elnaaz
Norouzi, Quincy
Isaiah, Wes Chatham,
Jake Choi, Augusto
Aguilera, Lara Wolf

FEISTY FEMALE gangsters, matrilineal
linkages, picturesque period settings,
strong women leading from the front: Can
anything be better?

Turnsout, not really. When it’s a Yashraj
production, style is a given, and there’s
plenty of that strewn around the strikingly
shot Akka, with its sprawling homesteads
and old rivalries and new contenders. What
there’s not in such lush abundance, is sub-
stance: The plot, which takes its time get-
ting to a tipping point by the fifth episode,
at which point there’s a pause till presum-
ably the second part of the show, keeps giv-
ing way togratuitous spurts of violence and
superfluous stylistic flourishes.

The timelines flash back and forth 800
years in the past and the 1980s, as we are
led into fictional Pernuru, somewhere in
South India, where women rule, with aset
of stringent rules that they have created.
They are allowed to take lovers but not hus-
bands; girl children are worshipped as are
the kul-devis, which watch over the forests
and lakes and the people. Rough justice is
the name of the game, and there’s no fury
than awoman scorned.

When Rudra (Radhika Apte) shows up
ontheshores of Pernuru, she throws down
the gauntlet. She’s here to take over, a clar-
ion call that doubles up as a wake-up call
for the head of the clan Bhavani (Keerthy

A Woman’s Weave

Shubhra Gupta

NCE UPON a medieval time,

in a village populated largely

by an assortment of dislike-

able types, there lived a Fish-

erwoman (Olivia Colman).
Sickofbeing bullied, accused of stench aris-
ing from herstringoftench (akind of fish),
she goes off to the resident Weaver (Peter
Dinklage), and requests him to ‘make’ her
ahusband.

Behold the Wickerman, duly created in
the image of the ideal man, who has almost
ceased toexist, ifheeverdid. That heisaveri-
table green forest makes sense not only be-
cause he is made of wicker but also because
heisincapable ofasingle evilthought. When
you find one of those, let me know.

Polite to a fault with the villagers, even

Shinesin the
Everyday

Shubhra Gupta

LEAVING HOME comes with so many ca-
veats attached. Will we return? If it's been a
while, will we be the same? Will the people
left behind be the same? And that eternal
question, canweever go home again, hovers
uneasily, with no easy answers.

‘There can be nothing more eternal than
the hills. And there can be nothing more
emotivethanasetofold parentsdetermined
to stay where they are, waiting patiently for
the answers. Pyre’s lead characters (Padam
Singh and Hira Devi) are in their eighties.
Theyhavelived in their tiny mountain abode
all their lives, dealing with nature and all its
vagaries, and patience is all they have.

‘The two-hour film is set in a picturesque
L hamlet, wt rstsand
lanc not treated The
rubble that rolls down is usually pushed to
the side, and continuous makeshift repairs
ensure life goes on as before. Till, of course,
the deluge becomes unstoppable.

Pyreis the kind of film where nothing
much happens, and everything does, the
drama encapsulated in the immersive
rhythms of the mountain living. The old

those who make fun of the couple, and
tender with his wife, the Wicker husband
isalsoa fantasticlover: one of the most en-
tertaining parts of this strange, wondrous
fable which hits the mark more often than
not, is the series of ecstatic expressions on
the Fisherwoman'’s face, when her hus-
band is havingat her.

The secret to make us believe in men
made of wicker who make wild love with
real-life women is the actors’ complete
commitment to their parts. Alexander

playsthe Wi oftly, gen-
tly but never lets us forget that he is also a
‘manly man, with all his bits in perfect work-
ingorder.

‘When thejealous Tailor’s Wife (an excel-
lent Elizabeth Debicki) is rumbled as she
plotsand pl instthe y couple, the
Wickerman stays asnoble ashe everwas. No

WICKER

Hokok
DIRECTORS: Alex
Huston Fischer,
Eleanor Wilson
CAST: Olivia Colman,
Alexander Skarsgard,
Elizabeth Debicki,
Peter Dinklage, Marli
Siu, Nabhaan Rizwan,
Richard E Grant

PYRE
Jokok

DIRECTOR: Vinod
Kapri

CAST: Padam Singh,
Hira Devi, Subhash
Chandra, Shubham
Chaudhary, Shadab
Khan

DIRECTORS:
Dharmaraj Shetty
CAST: Keerthy
Suresh, Radhika
Apte, Tanvi Azmi,
Anshuman Pushkar,
Monika Panwar,
Vishak Nair,
Poornima Indrajith,
Anjali Patil, Mahesh
Manjrekar
STREAMING ON:
Netflix

Suresh), and a whole host of lusty matri-
archs (Tanvi Azmi) and young warriors
(Anjali Patil).

So far, all right, even though Apte’s
choice of attire — slinky gowns and over-
sized shades look like a throwback to bad
Bollywood ladies of yore — makes her stick
out like a sore thumb in a place where the
other women are always dressed as if they
areaboutto goofftoawedding, achristen-
ing or a celebration that involves loud in-
cantations to the devi and her acolytes, all
very Kantaresque.

Themen, inaserieslike this, know their
place. Anshuman Pushkar plays Amar, a
clansman who finds himself on the right
side of the relentlessly aggressive Rudra;
another extended family member Nanda
(Vishak Nair) is in love with Bhavani and
wants nothing less than marriage.

couple wait for a return of their only son,
who left for Mumbai nearly 30 years back.
Livestock s tended to, sickness is attended
to, even as neighbours who have lived
alongside, start leaving themselves, leaving
thetwoastheloneinhabitants of their hills:
their faces, as old and craggy, are framed
against their window, looking out at their
beloved landscape.

Kapri movesaway fromthekind of broad
humour and heavy sentiment he has at-
tempted in his previous films, Pihuand Miss
Tanakpur Hazir Ho, neither of whichTliked,
toaquieter, observational style, which suits

By thetime you sortoutwho’swho, and
all the names of the different regions that
are at war but will predictably come to-
gether to put up a fight against the out-
siders — pragmatically, the British over-
lords, and the desi sarkaari types that
follow, are told that they will cooperate as
long as they each stay in their lane — it’s
taken up too much mindspace and pa-
tience. Why did no one think of a family
tree which we could refer to every time a
name and place comes up?

Also, just what is it with depicting hor-
rific violence on screen? I cannot unsee
the burnt body of a child (yes, a spoiler,
fully intended) arranged on the sea-shore

Aptegetsalotof screentime,
but comes offfamiliar. It is
Keerthy Suresh, powerful
and radiant, who carries this
showinand as Akka

for joint horrified reactions that are then
turned into bloody face-offs between
the contestants.

Aptegetsalotofscreen time, but comes
off familiar. It is Keerthy Suresh, whose
brief but impactful presence in Dorothy
lent that film a touch of much-needed
grace, both powerful and radiant here,
carries thisshow in and as Akka. Ifonly the
rest matched up: Instead of flipping the
male gangster tropes, with its insertion of
matru-satta in place of pita-and-putra, it
comes off more asaglossy Gangs of Kanta-
rapura, minus true grit. Will the second part
fix these niggles? We'll see.

wonder the villagers, especially the men —
theBarkeep, the Baker, the Doctor — hate his
guts. Nowonder they try poisoning the Fish-
erwoman’s ear; she may be experienced in
withstanding vicious barbs but she is at sea
when it comes to matters of the heart.
Withthose darts flyingaboutand finding
their target, the film turns a bit morose, but
switchesbackitssunny course soonenough:
Ms Colman is great when she is mooching,
butevenbetter ilelighting

*STREAMING WATCHLIST

Baththa

NETFLIX

IN 1986 Madras, Sab-
hari (Sai Prithviraj),a
timid eight-year-old
boy accidentally
locks a feared crimi-
nal, Baththavacha-
lam (Vijay Sethupa-
thi) inside aschool

restroom. As the gangster faces hunger and isolation,
anunexpected friendship forms between them,
transforming both their lives. This leads to Baththa-
vachalam’s reconciliation with his wife, and shift
away from his harsh life. The filmis directed and
written by Balaji Tharaneetharan.

Immortal

SONYLIV

SETIN present-day Chennai, the film follows Magi, a

printing press worker

foran

place to stay. He meets Sindhu, amysterious woman
who offers him aroom in her luxurious apartment at
asurprisingly low rent. What seems like a lucky break
soon takes an unsettling turn as strange events draw
Magideeper into her world, leading him towards a
mystery that dates back much further than he

up her face.

Of course, being a fable (based on a
shortstory, The Wicker Husband, by Ursula
‘Wills-Jones) there is light at the end of the
tunnel for our Fisherwoman and her
‘Wicker husband and a little wicker tyke,
along with their mentor and creator, the
empathetic Weaver. Of course, there is; of
what use is a fable otherwise?

hissubject toaT.Iliked Pyrevery much.

His actors, clearly non-professionals,
look natural, not Bollywood actors para-
chuted to the hills: the camera doesn’t ap-
peartobeanintrusion. Alonghorn, echoing
over the hillside, is used to summon neigh-
bours Laxman and Jeevan (Subhash Chan-
draand Shubham Chaudhary respectively)
‘when emergencies happen: The old woman
hastofrequentlybetakento hospital, carried
down the slope in a makeshift contraption,
with the old man carting along one of his
goatsasbarter.

The two are quite delightful in the way
theysquabble, like old-time spouses do, talk-
ingeasily about each other’s passing almost
injest, even as we know that the remaining
one will be devastated at the loss. Kapri,
‘who's also written the film, injects humour
and earned pathos in their exchanges, even
as the old woman refuses to stop smoking,
‘while scolding her man on his not-so-secret
tippling habit. The arrival of dakiya Bishan
(Shadab Khan) comes with a fresh spurt of
hope: Will the letter be from their long-gone
son, announcing his much-awaited return?

The only false note comes when over-
written dramaenters their climactic conver-
sation: It's then that they look like they are
‘acting’. But that doesn’t take away from the
film’s primary strength, which becomes a
moving statement about aging, loneliness,
resilience and the power of hope: When the
going gets tough, you do not flee. You stay
and face the odds.

Finding Her
Agency

'WHEN THE cinematic reimagining of Sense
and Sensibility, Jane Austen’s debut novel
published in 1811, wasannounced, compari-
sons with Ang Lee’s adaptation were inevi-
table. The 1995 film, featuring Emma
‘Thompson, Alan Rickman, Kate Winsletand
Hugh Grant, haslong held aspecial place in
the hearts of Austen admirers. The latest
adaptation, directed by Georgia Oakley
bringsacontemporary charmto thestory of
two sisters navigating love and life.

Thebeatingheartof this timelessstory is
therelationship between sisters Elinor Dash-
wood (Daisy Edgar-Jones) and Marianne
(Esmé Creed-Miles). While Elinor represents
‘sense’, keeping her expectations in check,
Marianne epitomises ‘sensibility’, wearing
her heart on her sleeve. Their bond anchors
thestory, with both Edgar-Jones and Creed-
Milesbringingakeenunderstandingof their
respective characters to the screen.

Austen put the sisters through financial
and romantic struggles, allowing them to
learn from each other. Oakley’s interpreta-
tiongives theirjourneysacontemporaryin-
flection. As Marianne isencouraged toretain
her individuality and Elinor discovers the
importance of being the “mistress” of her
own happiness, both emerge with a greater
understanding of what it means to live on
one’s own terms, although the witty one-
liners are reserved for the youngest sister,
Margaret (Bodhi Rae Breathnach).

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

ortalis written and directed by

Mariyappan Chinna.

Nocturne
APPLETV
CREATED BY

Rowan Joffé and
developed by John

Hlavin, Nocturneis
acrime drama
based on Lazarus
and The Sandman,
novelsinthe Joona
Linnaseries by
Alexander Ahndoril and Alexandra Coelho Ahndoril.
When avictim of notorious serial killer Jurek Walter
unexpectedly turns up alive, detective Jonah Lynn
(LievSchreiber) races against time to find the only
person still missing. Meanwhile, his protégé, Saga
Bauer (Zazie Beetz), goes undercover to extract
answers from the killer himself.

Obsession
JIOHOTSTAR

THE UNCUT, original version of
Obsession premieres inboth Eng-
lishand Hindi. The film, written
and directed by Curry Barker,
features standout perform-
ances by Inde Navarrette
and Michael Johnston.
Scared to confess his feel-
ings and face rejection,
Bear (Johnston) buysa
charm called aOne Wish
Willow and wishes that
Nikki (Navarrette) would
love him more thananyone
elseinthe world. The wish
takesimmediate effect, turn-
ingNikkiinto anintensely
affectionate, possessive
partner.

ALAKA SAHANI

SENSEAND Theadaptationisinfused withgentle hu-
SENSIBILITY mour and a dreamy quality, particularly in
Ak k its portrayal of the English countryside that

. offer little indication of the hardships that
DIRECTOR: Georgia  5yait them. Following their father’s death,
Oakley thessisters and their mother are forced to
CAST: Daisy Edgar- leave their ancestral home. They move to
Jones, Esmé Creed-  Barton Cottage, a modest accommodation.
Miles, George Thereisacertain moodinesstothestory-

MacKay, Frank
Dillane, Caitriona
Balfe, Fiona Shaw

telling, with cinematographer Arnaud Po-
tier’scameralingering over wildflowers and
landscapes. Roger Goula’smusicaddstothe
atmosphere. The music and dance se-
quences are well designed.

For anyone wondering why Austen’s
novels continue to inspire screen adapta-
tions — a new retelling of Pride and Preju-
dice is set to premiere on Netflix — the
answer lies in the enduring relevance of her
characters. More than two centuries later,
Austen’s heroines continue to mirror
‘women'’s struggles for agency.

Marianne unapologetically pt
shewants, while Elinor breaks free from the
restraints she put on herself. In Oakley’s re-
telling, their journeys are not simply about
findinglove butaboutdiscoveringthe ability
todefine happiness on their own terms.
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LEGAL AMENDMENTS WERE TO TAKE EFFECT FROM APRIL1

CBIC mandates
immediate halt
on GST arrests

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, October 30

IN A significant move for
trade facilitation, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) hasissued in-
structions to its field forma-
tions to immediately stop
carrying out any arrests and
also implement the recom-
mendations of the GST Coun-
cil on rationalised conditions
for e-way bill inspections and
show-cause notices.

The missive to all Central
Goodsand Services Tax (CGST)
field formations comes
months before the proposed
legislative amendments were
totake effect from April1,2027.

All the measures — scrap-
ping of arrest powers, change
in procedures for e-way bill in-
spection and verification, and
aminimum Rs 10,000 thresh-
old for show-cause notices —
require amendments to CGST
Act, 2017 and corresponding
provisions of the respective
state GST laws.

This comes after legal ex-
perts had raised concerns that
the recommendations made
by the GST Council in its 57th
meeting lacked legal backing
without the legislative amend-
mentsand may resultin arrests
and issuance of notices till the
amendments were brought in
the upcoming Winter Session
of Parliament.

The CBIC said these
measures are “trade friendly
and would help in ease of living
and doing business for the tax-
payers, by reducing hardships
owing to arrests, random
checks of conveyances in tran-
sitand issuance of show cause
noticesin cases involving small

The GST Council has recommended withdrawal of arrest powers
under GST by omission of Section 69 of CGST Act, 2017. Reuters

amounts, making the law more
trust based and forward look-
ing, as well as reducing the
compliance cost arising out of
low value litigations.”

The GST Council had rec-
ommended in its October 8
meeting that the amended
provisions may come into force
with effect from April 1 next
year. “However, as an interim
measure of trade facilitation, it
has been decided by the Cen-
tral Government that till these
amendments in the Act are
brought into effect, the afore-
said reforms shall be imple-
mented by the field formations
of the CBIC,” the directive said.

The GST Council has rec-
ommended withdrawal of ar-
rest powers under GST by
omission of Section 69 of CGST
Act, 2017. “All CGST field
formations are accordingly di-
rected that no further arrests
may be carried out under GST,”
the CBICsaid. Section 69 of the
CGST Act provides for the
power to arrest after approval
by the Commissioner.

The GST Council in its
meeting earlier this month had

approved sweeping process re-
forms, ranging from the re-
moval of arrest powers from
tax officers at the pre-prosecu-
tion stage to a minimum
threshold of Rs 10,000 being
put in place for issuance of
show-cause notices effective
retrospectively.

For e-way bill verification,
the Council had recommended
that vehicles carrying goods
can only be stopped by tax of-
ficers from either the state of
the supplier or the recipient,
and only on the basis of “spe-
cific intelligence” and due
authorisation. Inthe directive,
the CBIC said a conveyance
should only be intercepted
based on “specific intelligence
which is duly authorised by an
officer not below the rank of
Joint Commissioner, who
must record, in writing, the
reasons to believe that the
goodsbeing carried in the con-
veyance are being transported
in contravention of the provi-
sions of CGST Act, 2017 or the
rules made thereunder”.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Panel formed to review banking
sector, suggest reforms in 6 mths

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, October 30

THE GOVERNMENT on Fri-
day announced the setting up
of the High-Level Committee
on Banking for Viksit Bharat.
Headed by Suresh N Patel,
former Central Vigilance Com-
missioner, the committee will
review the banking sector and
have six months to submit its
recommendations to the gov-
ernment, including roadmaps
tocreate “globally competitive
banks” and for Al and digital
innovation in banking institu-
tions, while providing safe-
guards against cyber risks.
Announced in FY27 Union
Budget speech, the committee

is to comprehensively review
thesector and “align it with In-
dia’s next phase of growth,
while safeguarding financial
stability, inclusion and con-
sumer protection”.

Its other members include
RBI Deputy Governor Shirish
Chandra Murmu, former Dep-
uty Governor NS Vishwana-
than, and former Indian Bank
Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer Padmaja
Chunduru. The Joint Secretary
(Banking) from the finance
ministry’s Department of Fi-
nancial Services will be the
Member Secretary.

The government wants at
least 1-2 banks in the world’s
top-20 by 2047. Chinese

banks dominate the rankings,
with State Bank of India (45)
and HDFC Bank (76) the only
Indian banks in the world’s
largest 100 by assets, as per
S&P Global.

The committee’s Terms of
Reference include suggesting
astrategy for talent acquisition
and capacity building to en-
sure a future-ready workforce

TATA SONS’ BOARD MEETING SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 26
Noel’s push for restructuring
& SP Group’s Rs 25K-cr exit

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 30

A FRESH power struggle is
brewing at the top of the Tata
Group, with Chairman of Tata
Trusts Noel Tata pushing the
‘Tata Sons board to take up two
contentious proposals — the
Shapoorji Pallonji (SP) group’s
Rs 25,000-crore funding
demand and a merger of two
unlisted group companies with
Tata Sons to preserve its un-
listed status.

The crucial board meeting
whichisscheduled for Novem-
ber 26 is likely to witness dra-
matic scenes as other directors
of the company had rejected
the proposals of Noel Tata in
the previous board meeting on
September 17.

According to sources, Noel
Tata, a director of Tata Sons,
senttwoletterstothe TataSons
board on Thursday, seeking dis-
cussion and decisions on these
two issues in the November 26
board meeting. “Under Article

121B, adirector of Tata Sons can
make proposals for consider-
ation in the board meeting.
Noel Tata hasdonethat,” saida
source. However, Tata Sons
board has not responded to
Noel Tata’s letter dated October
26 so far. “This is surprising,”
said asource.

Noel Tata had on Monday
demanded audio and video re-
cordings of a crucial board
meeting, questioned the filing
of the N Chandrasekaran’s re-
appointment resolution with
the Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs, role of Director Venu
Srinivasan and sought disclo-
sures about reported commer-
cial dealings between TVS
Motor Company and a com-
pany associated with Chan-
drasekaran’simmediate family.

On September 11, the RBI
had declined the company’s re-
quest to voluntarily surrender
its Certificate of Registration
(CoR) and advised it to comply
with the rules applicable to
NBFC-Upper Layer entities.

Tata Trusts had proposed
merging two wholly-owned
subsidiaries, Tata Electronic
Systems Solutions (TESS) and
Tata Consulting Engineers
(TCE), with Tata Sons.

It’s unclear whether other
directors will agree to the pro-
posal of merger of two group
companies with Tata Sons to
remain unlisted.

The November 26 meeting
also assumes significance
against the backdrop of differ-
ences within the Tata Trusts
and Tata Sons over whether
Tata Sons should remain pri-
vately held or pursue a public
listing. While Noel Tata has ar-
gued against listing, some
trustees, including Venu Srini-
vasan and Vijay Singh, have
supported it, citing transpar-
ency and accountability. The
RBI's September 11 decision to
reject TataSons’ i for

RIL’s net profit rises
33.8%, consolidated
revenue soars 27.8%

pported by strong

Th h
perfor its busi REUTER:
ENS Economic Bureau

‘Mumbai, October 30

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES Li-
mited (RIL) reported astrong fi-
nancial performance for the
second quarter of FY27, with

i gross revenue sur-

voluntary surrender of its reg-
istration has further intensified
the debate. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Social Security Board for gig workers
notified, RSS-linked unionsdominate

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, October 30

THE MINISTRY of Labour and
Employmenton Friday notified
the constitution of the National
Social Security Board (NSSB) for
unorganised, gig and platform
workers mandated under the
Code on Social Security to de-
sign, monitor, and recommend
targeted welfare schemes to
bridgethesocial security gap for
gigworkers.
‘The40-memberboard nomi-
nated by the government for
three years was dominated by

Bharati (LUB), whichhasas many
as6memberson theboard.

The board includes seven
union representativesand seven
employer representatives, with
the remaining members drawn
from various government de-
partments and the parliament.
‘Among the unions, the RSS-
linked BMS has three members,
while Laghu Udyog Bharati,
another RSS-linked organisation
that works for MSME welfare,
holds three of the seven em-
ployer seats.

However, there were no rep-
resentatives from most of the 12

Rashtriya angh
(RSS)linked unionsand organisa-
tions such as Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS) and Laghu Udyog

labourunions 1by the
government, suchasCentreofIn-
dianTrade Unions(CITU)and All
India Trade Union Congress

TRAIweighs board-level
Al oversight for telcos

OjasviGupta
New Delhi, October 30

The Telecom Regulatory Auth-
ority of India (TRAI) has pro-
posed bringing the use of artifi-
cialintelligence (AI) in telecom
networks under a formal ac-
countability framework, mak-
ing operators responsible for
failures even when the tech-

forthet uggest-
ing reforms to bring in effi-
ciency and enable ease of
doing banking, assess long-
term capital requirements, and
recommend policy options to
boost private investment for
sustainable growth, among
others. FULLREPORTON
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© NOEL TATA TO STEP DOWN AS CHAIRMAN ON NOVEMBER 11
Bahram Vakil’'sjourney: From top
corporate lawyer to Trent’s chair

George Mathew
Mumbai, October 30

BAHRAM N VaKkil, one of the
country’s top lawyers in re-
structuring, infrastructureand
project finance, is set to take
over as the chairman of retail
major Trent Ltd.

Trent is one of India’s lead-
ing retail chains, with amarket
capitalisation of Rs 1.63 lakh
crore. Vakil will take over the
baton from Noel Tata, whose
career has been closely associ-
ated with building and expan-
ding the group’s retail oper-
ations. The transition comes
against the backdrop of on-
going corporaterift betweenthe
Tata Sons board and Tata
Trusts, led by Noel.

Noel will step down from
the chairmanship of Tata
Group’s most prominent con-
sumer-facing businesses on
November 11 after nearly three
decades of association with the
company. And Vakil will over-
take on the next day.

Vakil joined the board of
Tata Investment Corporation in
March 2025 as vice-chairman
and independent director. His

Bahram N Vakil

name had also figured among
the possible candidates for a
position on the TataSons board
duringdiscussions on board va-
cancies.

Alegalmind

Vakil is best known as the
co-founder of AZB & Partners,
oneofIndia’sleadinglaw firms.
International legal publications
have consistently recognised
him as a leading practitioner in
restructuring and project fi-
nance.

The World’s Leading Law-
yers for Business describes
Vakil as a gregarious and hard-
headed lawyer, valued by

clients for his “smart, reliable
and  practical  advice”.
Chambers & Partners Global
hashighlighted his negotiating
skills, stating that “he adds
value in negotiations, ensuring
both parties see the other’s
point of view”.

Vakil holds an LLM from
Columbia University and is a
member of the New York State
Bar. “We’ve been right at the
forefront of restructuring the
bankruptcy codes and the pol-
icy and legislative changes in
the laws. The government and
institutions like the RBI and
SEBIturn tous often because of
our reputation and the integrity
ofourlawyers, knowing that we
willhavean India focus, with no
agenda for a particular client or
industry,” Vakil was quoted as
saying by AZB & Partners.

“Bahram is very macro in
his approach, which is of huge
valuetoclients when they want
toseethebigpicture. Hisunder-
standing of global economiesis
insightful, and has always
helped the firm navigate crises,”
asenior lawyer said about him.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

nology is to third-
party vendors.

Under draft guidelines re-
leased on Friday, operators will
have to put in place board-ap-
proved Al policies, establish
dedicated governance commit-
tees and introduce mechan-
isms to monitor and report Al-

The proposals seek to bring
greater accountability to the
use of Al in a sector that forms
acritical part of the country’s
digital infrastructure.

TRAI has cautioned that
while integrating Al into tele-
com networks could signifi-
cantly improve efficiency, it
may also introduce new risks if
due diligence is not exercised
before deployment of Al sys-
tems. The regulator has flagged
risks such as biases creeping
into Al systems during training
and usage, unintended model
behaviour, including model
drift, and adversarial attacks
thatcould affect the resilience of
telecom infrastructure, particu-

related incidents. larly its critical components. FE
*BRIEFLY

Centre’s fiscal RBItightens
deficitat42.1% cyber checks

of full-yeartarget onlenders

Mumbai: The central
government’s fiscal deficitin
the first halfof the current
financial year accounted for
42.1% of the full-year target
amidst weak revenue growth
and higher expenditure on
subsidies and capital invest-
ment, CGA dataon Friday
showed. Inthe same period a
yearago, the Centre’s fiscal
deficitaccounted for36.5%
oftherelevant Budget target.
Inabsolute terms, the fiscal
deficit was Rs7.14 lakh crore

Mumbai: India’s central
bank has warned banks of
rising cyberattacks on
financial infrastructure,
seeking proof of
compliance with existing
rules and details of their
preparedness for Al-related
risks, three people familiar
with the matter said. The
RBI'sincreased vigilance
comes atatime when banks
worldwide are being
targeted by hackers using
sophisticated Al tools, put-

during April up ting dataand

25% year-on-year. FE funds atrisk. REUTERS
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ging27.8% year-on-year (YoY) to
arecord Rs3,62,268 crore for the
quarter ended September 2026.

The company’s consoli-
dated profit after tax (PAT), in-
cluding the share of profit from
associates and joint ventures,
increased 33.8% YoY to Rs
29,550 crore, compared with Rs
22,092 croreinthe correspond-

JioPlatforms net
profitrises13.7%

Mumbai: Jio PlatformsLtd (JPL),
the digital services arm of Re-
liance Industries, reported a
13.7% year-on-year increase in
consolidated net profit at Rs
8,387 crore for thesecond quarter
ended September 2026, com-
pared with Rs 7,375 crore in the
corresponding quarter last year.

Revenue from operations
rose 11.4% to Rs 40,475 crore
during the July-September
quarter, against Rs 36,332 crore
in the year-ago period, reflect-
ingsustained growthinits con-
nectivity business and expan-
sion of digital services. The
company’s operating perform-
ance remained strong, with
EBITDA increasing 16.6% toRs

ing quarter last year.
The company’s revenue
growthwassupported by strong
(AITUC).Theboardalsohadstate = performances across its busi-
representatives from BJP-ruled | nesses, particularly Oil-to-
states, includin ra, Chemicals (02C) and Digital
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and | Services. Consolidated revenue
‘West Bengal only. alsoin ally from
Aquerysoughtfromthespo- | Rs 3,40,257 crore in the June

kesperson of the Ministry of La- | 2026 quarter.

bour & Employment remained RIL's consolidated EBITDA
unanswered till press time. rose 23.9% YoY to a record Rs
The Ministry of Labourand | 62,409 crore, against Rs 50,367
Employment said that theboard | crore in Q2 FY26. However, the
willbepresidedoverbytheUnion | EBITDA margin moderated to

Minister for Labour & Employ-
ment and comprise represen-
tativesfromCentraland State Gov-
ermnments, prominent aggregator
companies, employets, civil so-
ciety organisations, workers'
unionsand gig&platform Associ-
ations. FULLREPORTON
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17.2% from 17.8%in the year-ago
quarter. The standout contribu-
tor was the O2C business,
which reported a679% jumpin
EBITDA to Rs 25,203 crore,
driven by stronger transporta-
tion fuel cracks and improved
petrochemical margins. Digital
Services EBITDA grew 17.7% to

218’ Rs18,757 crore
ayear ago. EBITDA margin ex-
panded to 54.1% from 51.6%, an
improvement of 250 basis
points. ENS

Rs 22,223 crore, supported by
subscriber additions and
higher average revenue per
user. Reliance Retail reported
grossrevenuegrowthof64%toRs
91,716 crore, although its EBITDA
declined 8.6% amid investments
in digital commerce and cost
pressures. FULLREPORTON
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Extract of Unaudited Consolidated Financial Results for the
Quarter / Half Year Ended 30th September, 2026

(% in crore, except per share data)

Particulars

Less: GST Recovered
Revenue from Operations
Profit Before Tax

Profit After Tax

Jeint Venture

of 10/ each
Other Equity™*

(Face value of %
Basic (in %)
Diluted (in %)

Value of Sales & Services (Revenue)

Share of Prafit / (Loss) of Asscciate and

Profit After Tax and Share of Profit / (Loss)
of Associate and Joint Venture

Total Comprehensive Income (Net of Tax)*
Paid up Equity Share Capital,

Earnings per Equrty Shane {in %)

Quarter Ended | Half Year Ended| Quarter Ended
30th 30th 30th

2026 2026 2025

47,485 83,446 42,652

7,010 13,798 6,320

40,475 79,648 36,332

11,259 21,686 9,837

8,387 16,151 7,379

o 0 4)

8,387 16,151 7,375

8,508 16,326 7.428

Eauity Shares

8,938 8,939 8,939

9.38 18.07 8.25

9.37 18.05 8.24

Notes:

* Inciudes share of Non-Controlling Interest
** Other equity for the year ended as on 31st March, 2026 was ¥ 3,27 038 Crore.

The Audit Committee has reviewed and the Board of Directors have. approved the above
results and its release at their respective meetings held on 30th Oclober, 2026, The Statutory
Auditors of the Company have carried out a Limited Review of the results for the quarter and
half year ended 30th Septer
2. Additional information on Unaudited Standalene Financial Resuits is as foliows:

mber, 2026

(% in crore)
Quarter Ended | Half Year Ended| Quarter Ended
Particulars 30th 30th 30th
2026 2026 2025
Value of Sales & Services (Revenue) 5,760 11,361 4,651
Less: GST Recovered 579 1,733 710
Revenue from Operations 4,881 9,628 3941
Profit Before Tax 562 1,098 404
Profit After Tax 419 818 301
Total Comprahensive Income (Net of Tax) 434 827 3an

Requirements) Regulations,

3. The above s an extract of the detailed format of the Unaudited Standalone and Consolidated
izl Results for the quarter / half year ended on 30th Septernber, 2026, filed
Stock Exchanges pursuant to Regulation 33 of the

2015

The full format of the Unaudited Standalone and Consolidated Financial Results for the

quarter / half year end% on 30th September, 2026, are available on the Stock Exchanges’
tes (www. m / www.nseindia.com],
hittps:/fs jio.

Listing Ohbligations and Dis

h the
osure

ompany's web page
It

! and

Date : 30th October, 2026

also be accessed by scanning the following Quick Hesponse Cade.

WWW.jio.com

can

Fer Jio Platforms Limited
Sd/-
Akash M, Ambani
Managing Director
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h LA%’JKNMLLE E%E%’Yﬁm"s sG’é’m"Fﬁfﬁ‘axs ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Right now, the Sun and Mer-
UR TWINKIE GUT. | 26N To 8¢ 50 NOT GOING

fY) cury retrograde are in the part of your chart that s associ-
ated with Halloween. Expect passion, secrets, skeletons

and mortality. Though, the placement of today's Moon will

encourage you to stay home and relax. Tonight: Socialise.

TOBEFINE.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): There's a strong chance you'll
encounter ex-partners from your past this weekend,
whether they're wearing a mask or not. Look sharp,
because they say that living well is the best revenge.
Increased activity and chaos on the home front will keep
you on your toes. Tonight: Relax.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): Money issues are on your
mind today. Because some of you are expanding your
family this year. Be patient with silly, goofy mix-ups at work
because of Mercury retrograde. Tonight: Conversations.

T'M PEQLARING CANCER (JUNE 22- JULY 23): You'll enjoy socialising
THE CREER today. However, your emotions might be heightened more
BACK N than usual because the Moon isin your sign. Don't make
THE WOODS waves. Go along to getalong. (You're a bit luckier than all
*CRINING CREEY] the other signs today.) Tonight: Check your money.
ACROSS DOWN . LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Although you love flamboyant,
;’;?r:E;Zig‘;:i‘;:fgﬁiﬁelsogm tgf;‘[‘l‘:iﬂiz?lv involved canbe dramatic moments, today you might play things low-key.
sent back (4) 2 Disclosures in open court or in You'reinvolved with family more, especially because
10 Blame one putontheheadof ~ camera (9) relatives from the past are backin your life. Fortunately,
Dean Swift (5) 3 Off-peak call (5) you have the energy that you need. Tonight: You're strong.
118he'sasingeroflowsongs(9) 4 Cuttingajacket forriding (7)
é?f?;;lﬂdc ir(lg)Sam split ?X;'fcm; ;ng;ssf(s;fhatsm VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Thisis a popular day for you.
e o : You're keen to get outand see new places and meet new
13 Have an oral test (5) 7still producing i
15Jack hastogoround working 8 Those who claim to be faces. Avoid disputes about money and possessions. Let
on the roads (7) teachers? (10) this go and instead focus on what is working. Short trips
:;l;opleoutzjonpa[rql:;](7) 3Censg§iao)ustoadangerous BY TOM ARMSTRONG and discussions will delight. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.
hey pound away witl egree?
mortars(7) 14 Details put ifiedinthe =T LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Whether you'rei
. : you'rein costume or
21Brace of fresh lobster (7) agreement (10) S
22 A number make money and 16 A hot line arranged for the No; THANKQ. no_t, people will notice you morethangsua\mday. They
gain experience (5) opera (8) ,’M Nor might take note of your style. Meanwhile, you are dealing
24 Heavy rain that may falldown 18 Charged with putting under ’! with delayed finances. Tonight: Be friendly.
orup perhaps (8) test perhaps (9) 7‘y
27Painful reminder of theneed 20 A cider’s mixed in a cocktail (7) (?”RS - SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): For many of you, Hallow-
for filling time? (9) 21 Arms dealers made worse by N Lo .
28 What's more he has nothingto  corruption (7) eenisone of your favourite times. You love the secrecy, the
say (5) 231t'sa fight in quite rough ¥ passion, the skeletons and the spooky cobwebs. You cer-
29 The time when the boyfriend  terms (5) tainly have the energy to make a splash today if you want to
appears (4) 25 Clean down (5) do so. Tonight: You're noticed.
30 Now it's gift time (7.3) 26 Hasn't she the heart to marry? (4)
N N SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You have mixed mess-
SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6133 ACROSS: 1Brigade, 5 Moses, 8 Precedent, 9 agestoday, In one way, you're happy to hide behind the
Ace, 10 Dies, 12 Strike up, 14 Ration, 15 Bazaar, 17 Pomander, 18 Nero, 21 Ego, B scenes and keepalow profile. However, part of yous up
220nthe mend, 24 Spent, 25 Rooster DOWN: 1Biped, 2 Ire, 3 Abet, 4 Events, |t == for adventure and doing something different. This gives

5 Mythical, 6 Stage name, 7 Sleeper, 11 Extempore, 13 Point out, 14 Repress, 16

Debtor, 19 Order, 20 Nemo, 23 Eft you the lovely choice of not losing. Tonight: Explore.

DIFFICULTYLEVELSS Ry = CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): With the Moon opposite
JUMBLED WORDS . S IO 3 8 9 g 56 7|9 | 2 | 113 .4 | 8 yoursign today, it's in your best interest to cooperate with
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make To solve a Sudoku 9(64 © 91 4l8/6/3l5/7 2 others, perhaps even go more than halfway when dealing
proper words and move them to the respective circles below. oo | puzzle, every digit from | | 14| with someone, Steer clear of disputes with authority fig-
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the ©0  1lto9mustappearin T 3 4 3 82 3|54 7|9/6/1 B l‘T ight: Check fi
:ﬂs"‘l"ermﬂhegivenquip« ) et et . ob|| Eachoftheninevertical S ures. Be smart. Tonight: Check your finances.
orthe , almost more than any other, has the power to recal © | columns,ineachof the )
memories anditisa pity hat you use tsolitle.- Rachel Carson (525) | | 5 | nine horisonial fows 9 1/8 alll1/3/6]2|5/8]|7|9|4 AQUARIUS (JAN 21 - FEB19): Right now, the Sunis t the
LVEEE ACOLLN < andineachofthe nine 4 5 a 4|8/9|7(3/6]2|1|5 7 top?Iivourcharlwhicmmeans you Io?k 900710 others.
5 = = (@) boxes. I I | T | You'llappreciate any chance to travel or explore your
. “ A . . ’ [=] 5]2 7 % 7/5/2]1/9/4|8|3|6 world. Tonight: Cooperate.
ROSSG ILYFMS a DIFFICULTY LEVEL T 1 3 = 2(7/8]4[(1/9]6|5|3 .
- Is = Very easy: = PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Halloween might intrigue you
A v 33 = Medium; 4s = Hard 7|5|8 = 6/9/1|3(8/5(4|2|7 because you're the masterofi\\usivJ‘an\lhju§(afew props,
UOSIED [3U0BY - "33} 05 31 85N NOA 18y} Alld € S13| pue S8LIoWaL ||B98 0} 5s =Very Hard; 6 9 4 (@) 34 5|67 2/1/8/9 you can suggest an archetype. Socialising will please you
Jamod ay} sey ‘1910 AUE UBY) 210 1SOWE ‘[|SWWS JO ASUS AU} 104 YIMSNY 6s=Genius - - — A— | | | — = — today. You might hear from someone far away. Tonight:
Aswiy4 ‘[euoy) ‘sso19 ‘9ane]:SNOILNTOS | Work to get better organised.
U.P, State Industrial Devel it Auth CORP e
. State Industrial Development DrIW MALKAJG] L CORPORATION %@ Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation Limited
UPSIDA Comp ‘OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, PROJECTS, MMIC, HYDERABAD oy
Notice for Public Objection ! Suggestion on partial amendment of Layout ’Ij::"\:"“j‘ N T MO G € Do INVITATION FOR TENDER: MRVC-W-279
Plan of LA, pur-2, Hathras in which {al Plot No, A-Z have boen eorstion Mesmres Tor O o Vo Sccdersb o, Sl Packet e Procurement Tender Pracess)
sub divided into 02 Industial Plots ofexisting Industrial Area. 0 — — - _. Mumbal Rellwey Vikes Carparstion Lid, (MRVC) having Its <o
1{a) The Layout P gp , Hathras of Uttar Prad e wem ud e @ i fdaw XA office at Second Floor, Churchgate Station Building, Mumbai—00020,

I | Divel Ay 1DA) situated Aligarh has g e T Tendess for the "Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of Auxiliary
E::a::;:::: R m’a“sM ot Algam s g, T-M/EGD/Mzn/2026-27, 19 SeG WUs, JOThIqmY @ . Dm:...um.wm-..g Warning System (AWS) in connection with Sth & 6th Line Works between
{B) A copy thereof will be available for inspection at the Regional Manager of the: &R’Tﬁﬁl Promed, Rradter, aermar g e wd fga g2t Price Bd Opening L TRTL2026 0100 PM .Bu‘miilfv‘\lar‘sxlfrm.Mumbmlrivisinn' Details of Tender and Tender dacuments
Uttar Pradssh Stals Indusirial Development Authority, Industrial Area Sector-1, ¥ TSR ARG B SRS | U [OH-0 47200, SRR | [l e memed S K ot ey 5, S Engo o) Mol O e Al
Tala Nagari, Ramghat Road, District Aligarh, betwesn 10:00 am to 5:00 pm an 13T 0 8,000,00 btpsender clangana gov.n o he last date for completed e-Tender submission at website

all working days til the date mentioned in Para 3 hereafter as well as Websile Superintending Engineer(1C)

https://www.eprocure.govin/eprocurefapp i 30.11.2026 up to 15:00 hours.
c i any, wil batbe onk

e 2. TOS/EGDMan/2026-27, FE[e G (a0, SReTe # 01 | [so s et iaesn v sesnane Fresy. MMC
2 Objactions and Suggestions are hersby Invitad with raspsct of tha Draft pastial ot & oy @ T &0 S 98T Oid Wied fGwd 1w

amendment of Layout Plan : #
T G G | T [eh—60 472,00, TRIET I H0 6,650.00
3 Objeclions and Suggestions shall be sent in wriling to the office of Regional s ! o s ikl !

Manager, UPSIDA at Industrial Area Sector-1, Tala Nagari, Ramghat Road, | | 3—ifeT o1 sifer foifar - 30 a9 2026, 16:00 707

District Aligarh, wihin 15 days from the date of publication of this notice e T e

menticning subject a5 "Regarding Public Objection /Suggestion an draft ANe:— R ST 1 A0 JTHIEE wwwetenderuponic.in T

partial amendment in Layout Plan of Industrial Area Salempur-2, Hathras™, | | 78T & | ST T SETG daemee 0% & e 9 s |
s 30102006

UJVINHJ i_lmltecl

- 248008

Latter No- 1017 Date: 30/10/2026|

T 2 e 30,710,/ 200

Office of the Execulive Engineer (M), VyasiPower House, Hathiyari,| | ™ 70 0% e-Tender Notice it e

Dehradun inviles sealed oniine lender from interested parties. Brei| | Dffice of the Executive Engineer (M) Tiloth Powar House, Uttarkashi

": k )

23IEE(M)VP/2026-27 invites online bid from interested parties. Brief summary of tender is
Supply of spares for Hydromechanical Gates for Vyasi| | given below:

Power House, Hathiyan Tender No.- 18/EE(M)/2026-27

- Supply of various mechanical seals and spares for VyasiPower House, | Name of work- Hiring of 02 nos. nonAC diesel vehicles

2
Hathiyan. Denradin d cost-28,23,164.00 (excluding taxes)

Any parson making the Suggestions or Objectians should also give hisiher ful = prw
name & address, Email id and contact number, (Reglonal Manager)| | 7317 260/ FIUS0%
U.P. State Industrial Development Authority

KALOJI NARAYANA RAO UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES,
L

TELANGANA, WARAN

foi imi - Extension of Low Pressure Gom air pipeline at VyasiPower

T e G e R T A VA B Bangalore Electricity Supply Company Limited [ EolaGert e P pipe Date of availability of bid document on portal - 31.10.2026 at
Applications through online made are invited from AIAPGET:2026 qualified (hally cwnieity ot s  andartaldng) Enss“ar: 5‘:gUUEDE'dS$:epe:lwsglyszm-+GST ReThR0aTRl EsT 16:0?1”5 i e (- ShR B e,
candidales for admission into PG AYUSH courses {MD Ayurveda, MD Date of ite: 31,10.2026 rom 17:00 Hrs | | L351d8t8 of submissionof bid on portal-22.11 Ll ke

Unani and MD Homoeopathy) in AYUSH colleges affiliated ta Kaloji NOTIFICATION IN\'ITING TENDER (Through KPP Portal)

Narayana Rao University of Health Sclences (KNRUHS), Telangana BESCOM invites tender through KPP Portal from eligible
Tha schedula for onfine ragisiration of appiications for admission into PG
AYUSH courses for the academic year 202627 under various quotas is as | | bidders against Tender No: BESCOM/2026-27/SE0505,
follows:

Last dal e for submission of bid on websil
For fuller & furlher details of tender, km(lly
hitp:/luktenders.gov.in

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY" ity
1. All India Quota (AIQ): Online registration for admission into the MD Dated: 30.10.2026 for PfOVIdIFIg Human resource service

Homoeopathy course in affiliated Private Homeopathy Medical colleges | | (Graduate Engineers and Diploma Engineers) for carrying out = I

under All India Quata from 08.00 AM on 31-10-2026 to 02.00 PM on = Regd. Office: Muthoot Centre, TC No 27/3022, Punnen Road, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India - 695001. CIN : U65929KL1997PLC011518, Ph:
05-11-2026 DAS operations at both BESCOM Integrated Control Centre's +91 471 4911400, 2331427.

Competent Authority Quota (CQ): Online registration for admission into Ao oo i Notice is hereby given for the information of all concerned that gold omaments pledged with under mentioned branches of the company , which were overdue for redemption and
B oD oo | | (BICG-1, HSR Layout & BICG-2 Rajajinagar). AVailabilty OFBIE | [uricsue novconrdomed so1o st of opesi ptecs oo svchinet os o1 122050 rom 10 swres

2 Auction Date: 01.12.2026 - GWALIOR DISTRICT - DABRA: 2236002013, 2236002176, 2236002245, 2236002319, 2236002345, 2236002346, 2236002398, 2236002439,
colleges affilated with KNRUHS is tentatively scheduled from 08:00 AM | | document: On or after 05.11.2026. 22365002445, 2236002474, 2256002501, 2235002510, 2236002580, 2238002623, 2235002626, 2298002671, 2236002857, 2236002865, 2236002910, 2236002945, 223600295

e : 21.11.2026 upto 13:00 Hrs For fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal
i artal| | hitpasic govin

sl Engineer (Maintenance)

Executive Engineer (M) ‘Avoid wasteful use of Ele:

~

on 03-11-2026 to 02:00 PM on 09-11-2026. o 2 2236002984, 2236002985, 2236002986, 2236002991, 2236002992, 2236003008, 2236003038, 2236003039, 2236003044, 2236003074, 2236003105, 2236003112, 2236003118,
3. Management Quota(MQ): Online ragistration for admission inta the MD | | The detailed notification can be obtained from the Website: S230003125, 2290007145 2296009160, 23600162, 2236003165, 2296007156, 729600919, 236UNAEDA. 2256005208, 2296009206, 229600922 336L0AEAD. 2236003256
Horsoen ity Coliae: i} il Privin Honoespatls Medial| | Loy Karhatake.covin, Firbar datalls can be 2236003302, 2236003485, 2236003530, 2236003556, 2236003586, 2236003597, 2236003598, 2236003607, 2236003621, 2236003625, 2236003626, 2236003632, 2236003649,

s 8 H B X Ln. 2236003680, 2236004199. GWALIOR HAZIRA: 4419002502, 4419002521, 4419002571, 4419002671, 4419002735, 4419002824, 4419002948, 4419002997, 4419003082,

Etisosk Is artiallinly Scanchigit S 00090 AN o 00 11209040 PS:IKpRP axa.g urthe alls ¢ 4419003111, 4419003225, 4419003256, 4419003273, 4419003291, 4419003202, 4419003426, 4418003495, 4419003522, 4419003539, 4419003558, 4419003606, 4419003645,
02:00PMon 12-11-2026. obtained from the office of the undersigned. 4419003674, 4419003683, 4418003813, 4419003867, 4419003873, 4418003903, 4419003932, 4419003952, 4419003992, 4419003995, 4419004030, 4419004080, 4419004088,
Candidales are advised to visit the University website 4419004097, 4419004272, 4419004547, 4419004570, 4419005329, 4419005404, 4419005424, 4419005497, 4419005565, 8000114419, 8000164419 GWALIOR NAYA BAZAR:
http:/lknruhs.telangana.gavin for detalled notifications, prospectus, Sd/- General Manager (DAS)‘ 4245002742, 4245002883, 4245003009, 4245003041, 4245003065, 4245003067, 4245003167, 4245003185, 4245003212, 4245003342, 4245003344, 4245003448, 4245003453,
RGN Exkira, fither upcs ad iolorms aloe Tagarciba any chandss 24th 4245003626, 4245003668, 4245003719, 4245003729, 4245003760, 4245003793, 4245003808, 4245003815, 4245003837, 4245003874, 4245003880, 4245003914, 4245003935,

4245003950, 4245003968, 4245003988, 4245004006, 4245004020, 4245004031, 4245004055, 4245004077, 4245004079, 4245004139, 4245004171, 4245004176, 4245004201,
4245004206, 4245004214, 4245004305, 4245004320, 4245004352, 4245004383, 4245004384, 4245004397, 4245004400, 4245004404, 4245004407, 4245004435, 4245004468,
4245004529, 4245004530, 4245004571, 4245004577, 4245004578, 4245004609, 4245004631, 4245006051, 4245006259, 4245006291, 4245006292, 4245006301. GWALIOR-
CITY CENTRE: 2598002672, 2508002733, 2598002869, 2598002882, 2598002917, 2508003032, 2598003044, 2598003100, 2508003107, 2598003121, 2598003124,

to the admission process.
Date: 3011012026

RO No.: TI4-PPICLAGENCYIADVI/2006-27 DI 30102028 REGISTRAR 2598003146, 2598003183, 2598003226, 2598003229, 2598003317, 2598003341, 2508003362, 2598003436, 2508003474, 2598003497, 2598003522, 2598003523, 2598003530,
2598003532, 2598003587, 2598003630, 2598003631, 2598003658, 2598003682, 2598003702, 2598003703, 2598003756, 2598003768, 2598003801, 2598003820, 2598003827,
: ; : : 2598003845, 2508003871, 2598003911, 2598003954, 2598004038, 2598004080, 2598004119, 2598004143, 2508004144, 2598004226, 2598004233, 2598005445, 2598005455,
Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd. 2598005500, 2598005523, 2598005570, 2598005596 GWALIOR-MOOR BAZAR: 2579000025, 2579001007, 2579003654, 2579003713, 2579003714, 2579003723, 2579003731
(Aamnﬂu;-dm Undertaking), Gandhi Block, Swasthry Bhawan, Tilak Marg, Jaipur-302005, India Phone No: 01412228066, 2226064 2579003751, 2579003752, 2579003753, 2579003767, 2579003782, 2579003837, 2679003845, 2579003853, 2679003861, 2579003862, 2579003864, 2579003865, 2579003899,
bsite: www.rmsc health.rejasthan.gov.n, CIN : U24Z32R120115GC035067, E-mail: edprmsc@rajasthan.govin 2579003936, 2579003966, 2579004036, 2579004039, 2579004053, 2579004067, 2579004079, 2579004100, 2579004159, 2579004160, 2579004208, 2579004225, 2579004251,
2579004261, 2579004274, 2579004282, 2579004284, 2579004285, 2579004331, 2579004352, 2579004334, 2579004404, 2579004468, 2579004469, 2579004481, 2579004496,
Ref. No. - F.02 (452)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-14/2026-27/5353 C d Datad=26fi0/2028 2579004505, 2579004506, 2579004507, 2579004574, 2579004613, 2579004653, 2579004666, 2579004675, 2579004680, 2579004638, 2579004702, 2579004704, 2579004724,
orrigendum 2579004735, 2579004750, 2579004752, 2579004764, 2579004773, 2579004824, 2579004867, 2579004879, 2579004890, 2579004892, 2579004926, 2579004933, 2579004937,
In reference to the NIB provided below, Corrigendum is issued for date extension in bid. Al details may be seen on jasth. i . 2579005114, 2579005125, 2579005128, 2579005134, 2579005137, 2579005235, 2579005236, 2579005238, 2579005243, 2579005252, 2579005270, 2579005271
- cthan soui o et aiasthon 2579005272, 2579005286, 2579005306, 2579005310, 2579005316, 2579005324, 2679005336, 2579005359, 2679005370, 2579005410, 2579005458, 2579005464, 2579005483,
i 2579005488, 2579007155, 2579007275, 2579007456, GWALIOR-MORAR SADAR BAZAR: 2590004669, 2590004736, 2590004831, 2590004871, 2590004968, 2590004999,
osting e mended oote 2590005243, 2590005259, 2590005266, 2590005281, 2590005308, 2590005396, 2590005403, 2590005515, 2590005553, 2590005631, 2590005634, 2590005689, 2590005690,
2590005707, 2590005709, 2590005729, 2590005838, 2590005908, 2590005916, 2580005929, 2590005949, 2530005952, 2590005982, 2590006006, 2590006009, 2590006048,
- e | — — 2590006050, 2590006066, 2590006107, 2590006135, 2590006148, 2590006177, 2580006212, 2590006215, 2580006220, 2590006226, 2590006228, 2590006245, 2590006257,
5o | msno. UBN No. Tender D on E-proc | Lastdateand | ic S SIOTLAS | Dateand ime | Lastdateand | i SSATRETIIAS | ateand time 2590006259, 2590006271, 2590006278, 2590006304, 2590006318, 2590006331, 2580006340, 2590006342, 2590006361, 2590006382, 2590006385, 2590006402, 2590006423,
timeof | ted and submined | ©f opening of time of fees daposited and of opening of 2590006474, 2590006498, 2590006637, 2590006798, 2590006827, 2590006850, 2590006868, 2590006908, 2590006949, 2590006952, 2590006961, 2590007020, 2590007070,
pimid hysicalya per bi e o | mison ot | submitted physcaly as per | 9% 2590007073, 2590007077, 2590007080, 2590007081, 2590007082, 2590007108, 2590007130, 2590007163, 2590007169, 2590007191, 2590007193, 2590007205, 2590007209,
conditions | I bid conditions | 2500007219, 2590007223, 2590007226, 2590007227, 2590009537, 2590008572, 2590009615, 2590009629, 2590009688, 2590009785, Auction Date: 01.122026 -
B | Wscze276L08 G206 up G510z | 12112026 upto T3.11.2026 3t MORENA DISTRICT - MORENA-MS ROAD: 2577004237, 2577004270, 2577004312, 2577004327, 2577004328, 2577004343, 2577004344, 2577004370, 2577004384,
| raz0zs oooss | 2026RMSCLEOIES | o pgggpy | 04112026upto 0600PM 1100AM osoopm | 12112026upto0600PM 2577004405, 2577004419, 2577004429, 2577004476, 2577004542, 2577004552, 2577004605, 2577004618, 2577004623, 2577004634, 2577004652, 2577004660, 2577004664,
NiB | WSCze27Gion 1206 up G120z e | 12112026 upto T 2577004704, 2577004719, 2577004741, 2577004746, 2577004748, 2577004752, 2577004769, 2577004770, 2577004792, 2577004803, 2577004808, 2577004826, 2577004842
2 | 16202 00055 2026 RMSCLSO06T | o os00pM 04112026 p t0 0600 PM 1100 AM 06:00 PM 12:11.2026 up to 06:00 PM 11:00 AM 2577004862, 2577004863, 2577004869, 2577004885, 2577004886, 2577004909, 2577004929, 2577004954, 2577004968, 2577004977, 2577004986, 2577005001, 2577005008,
NB | Mscze2rGios | 04112026 u G5112026a | 12112026 upto 2577005024, 2577005135, 2577005185, 2577005186, 2577005192, 2577005197, 2577005200, 2577005224, 2577005360, 2577005364, 2577005369, 2577005362, 2577005395,
3 | 10z ooose | 2026 mscLeontnt | ool | oaniamsupiooso0mm oiorm | 12112026up to0600PM 2577005403, 2577005453, 2577005472, 2577005479, 2577005485, 2577005545, 2577005577, 2577005596, 2577005612, 2577005643, 2577005644, 2577005646, 2577005684,
— T T T R IT Py 2577005702, 2577005710, 2577005718, 2577005765, 2577005774, 2577005784, 2577005798, 2577005806, 2577005810, 2577005819, 2577005845, 2577005859, 2577005898,
4| 1026 oooea | 2026 mmscL0z015 1 | UMY | 29112026 up o 0600 M iy veaoem | 1212026 uproosooem | T3 TLAOS 2577005911, 2577006075, 2577006088, 2577006134, 2577006193, 2577006215, 2577006257, 2577006264, 2577006278, 2577006314, 2577006336, 2577006341, 2577006440,
= | 2577006441, 2577006497, 2577006551, 2577006571, 2577008567, 2577008638, 2577008746, 2577008820, 2577008854, 2577008869, 2577008896, 2577008917,
S | romozs | ooosg | 2026 RmscLeotaran | ZLEAROP ‘ 21102026 up t0 0600 PM szt | et | ataozuptoosoopm | 1ita0eat 8000552577. Auction Date: 01.12.2026 - SHIVPURI DISTRICT - SHIVPURI: 2240001947, 2240001956, 2240001965, 2240001991, 2240002001, 2240002006, 2240002008,
2240002064, 2240002141, 2240002156, 2240002168, 2240002177, 2240002210, 2240002225, 2240002305, 2240002344, 2240002395, 2240002448, 2240002458, 2240002485,
o | o | s | s | URE | i | O |00 | s ason | 2o 2240002566, 2240002673, 2240002712, 22400027 14, 2240002716, 2240002720, 2240002738, 2240002795, 2240002814, 2240002847, 2240002853, 2240002871, 2240002889,
2072026 00057 100600 M 1100AM 1100 AM 2240002951, 2240002987, 2240003003, 2240003006, 2240003008, 2240003009, 2240003012, 2240003014, 2240003017, 2240003028, 2240003030, 2240003031, 2240003037,
N8| Mscae2rGios | 04112026 u G511202601 | 12112026 upto 112080t 2240003038, 2240003047, 2240003067, 2240003071, 2240003109, 2240003127, 2240003167, 2240003198, 2240003214, 2240003277, 2240003280, 2240003290, 2240003328,

7| 2120 00061 2026 RscLeotesn.1 | 5 ocoro? ‘ 04112026 up to 0600 PM 1100 AM v 1211.2026 up to 06:00 PM 1100 AM 2240003329, 2240003374, 2240003400, 2240003408, 2240003410, 2240003436, 2240003445, 2240004814,
T e | . — 120268 Auction will be conducted at respective branches. please note if the auction does not get completed on the same day due to any reasons, the same will be conducted
o | smaas | "o | 202 mmscLeozns | US| osnamswwosmen | ST | 2RI | aransupwossom | TN on 11.12.2026 at 10.00 am onwards at GWALIOR DISTRICT - GWALIOR NAYA BAZAR: Ground Floor, No. 397, GWALIOR NAYA BAZAR, Door No.397,GOPAL
. v BHAWAN,NNAYA BAZAR LASHKAR GWALIOR-474009 .The bidders are requested to produce photo id card ,Pan card .The successful bidder should transfer the money

Director (Proc.)| through RTGS.

Raj Samwadc/26/12655 RMSCL, Jaipur MUTHOOT FINCORP LTD.

.. . .. . epaper.indanexpress.oom.. . .. .



THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Sport
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HISTORIC SHOW
Number of years it took for an Indian Years passed since the women’s Worlds Medals India’s women grapplers finished with
to become World Wrestling Champion again, event began. India finally have a gold (1gold, 2 silver, 1 bronze), making it their most
after Sushil Kumar’s 66kg gold medal in 2010. medallist in 2026 in Manisha Bhanwala. successful edition in history.
INDIAN WOMEN SHINE AT WORLD WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
anisha’s gold capsbest-ever displa
9
29-year-old adds MEDALLIST Father’s dream
to Kajal, Tanu and 59 ka qold .
e Sokgoold  reglised four years
as women'’s team 1
claims four medals after hlS death
Pritish Raj ternity had their fingers
Pritish Raj New Delhi, October 30 crossed after witnessing Kajal

New Delhi, October 30

AN 18-YEAR-OLD prodigy, a
wrestler making her senior
debut, an experienced cam-
paigner who missed the Asian
Games, and a former Asian
champion who returned
empty-handed from the conti-
nental event.

Kajal Dhochak (76 kg), Tanu
Sharma (72 kg), Neelam Sirohi
(50 kg) and Manisha Bhanwala
(59kg) had differentjourneysto
the World Championships po-
dium. Butthey had one thingin
common:all four returned with
medals, helping Indiarecord its
best-ever performance in
women'swrestlingat theevent.

Itwas historicin many ways
as for the first time in the 35-
year history of the competition,
India had a women's wrestling
champion in Manisha and two
other wrestlers reaching finals
and winning four medals. Two
came in Olympic weight cat-
egories (50 kg and 76 kg) and
two in non-Olympic categories
(59kgand 72kg).

The performance was par-
ticularly significant given In-
dia's showing at the Asian
Games, where Antim Panghal
was the country's only medal-
list, leaving the team with just
one medal from six categories.

“Iwill rate this performance
eight out of ten. I am proud of
the fact that the girls bounced
back from the Asian Games dis-
appointment.Iwon'tsay itisten
ontenbecause thereisstillroom
for improvement,” Ian Butler,
high performance director of
the Indian wrestling team, told
The Indian Express.

National coach Virender Da-
hiya, meanwhile, said he had
anticipated a four-medal haul
from the outset. “Ihad a feeling
since the start of the tourna-
ment. Our preparations were
good and the girls executed the
plan on the mat,” he said.

Oneofthefactorsbehind In-
dia'simproved showingwasthe
presenceofrelatively fresh faces
in the team. Three of the four
medallists — Kajal, Tanu and
Neelam —had notcompeted at
the Asian Games. Manisha,
meanwhile, had made the trip
but lost to Japanese sensation
Akari Fujinami.

For Kajal and Neelam, miss-
ing out on the Asian Games
squad had been a disappoint-
ment. Both were determined to
make the most of the opportun-
ity that followed at the World
Championships.

“I'was winning the Asian

Manisha Bhanwala (C) beat Abigail Nette of USA in the final to end India’s 35-year wait for a Women's Wrestling World Champion. uww

Games trial before I lost to Di-
panshi. The loss stayed with
me for one week and then I
realised I have a shot at the
Worlds. So, when I was picked,
I decided to make sure I don't
falter,” said Neelam, who won
silver in the 50 kg category.
Kajal's failure to make the
Asian Gamesteam alsogave her
coach Kuldeep Malik an early
opportunity to plan for the
‘World Championships. “When
Kajal lost the trial at the Asian
Games, the first thought that
came to my mind was that I'll
prepare her for the World Cham-
pionships,” Maliksaid. “Theloss
also fuelled her further. She im-

mediately got back on the mat
after the trials loss and started
preparing for the Worlds.”

Since his arrival earlier this
year, Butler, the high-perform-
ance director, also focused on
changingthe mindsetof Indian
wrestlers, urging them to ap-
proach international competi-
tion with greater self-belief. “I
don't want Indian wrestlers to
try to be the best. We have to be
the best and that is the mindset
I'mworking on with these girls.
I'm happy to see that the results
areshowing,” hesaid.

The emergence of 18-year-
old Kajal, who won silver in the
76 kg category, was among the

India make it threein three as
Abhishek stars in Japan rout

Express News Service
Mumbai, October 30

ABHISHEK NAIN has become
one of India's most dependable
sources of goals in recent years,
andthestrikeragainunderlined
hisvaluewithabraceasthe five-
time champions beat Japan 4-1
tomake it three winsinarowat
the Asian Champions Trophyin
Jalandhar on Friday.

Playing his 150th interna-
tional match, Abhishek struck
in the 11th and 51st minutes.
Captain Harmanpreet Singh
(47th) and Vishnukant Singh
(56th) scored the other goals,
while Shota Yamada (15th) con-
verted a penalty stroke for
Japan. Thevictorysets Indiaup
for Sunday's clash against Ma-
laysia, aside they defeated 5-1at
the Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games.
Japan will take on China.

India, however, had to work
harder for this win than their
openingtwooutingssuggested.

Abhishek Nain (left) struck a
brace on Friday. HoCKeY INDIA

Japan started with greater in-
tent, enjoying possession and
earning a penalty corner in the
second minute. India, mean-
while, struggled to establish a
rhythm. The breakthrough,
when it came, was the product
of a well-constructed move.
Hardik initiated the build-up
before finding Sukhjeet Singh
inside the circle on the left.
Sukhjeetsquared the ball for Ab-
hishek, who needed little invita-

tion to guide it into the net and
giveIndiathelead.

Japan responded by win-
ninganother penalty corner be-
fore earning two more in quick
succession towards the end of
the first quarter. The second of
those resulted in a penalty
stroke after the ball struck San-
jay. Yamada converted in the
15thminute, beatinggoalkeeper
Suraj Karkera to restore parity.

With the conteststill level at
the end of three quarters, India
finally found another gear in
the fourth. They earned their
first penalty corner of the
match in the 46th minute, and
Harmanpreet made it count
with a powerful, low drag-flick
to put the hosts ahead.

The goal shifted the mo-
mentum decisively. Abhishek
provided the vital cushion in
the S1st minute. Vishnukant
then put the result beyond
doubt four minutes from the
final hooter.

biggest highlights of the cam-
paign. She became the first In-
diantowinamajormedalinthe
heavyweight category, produc-
ing an impressive run that in-
cluded asemi-final victory over
three-time World Champion-
ships medallist Aiperi Medet
Kyzy of Kyrgyzstan. She event-
ually lost a closely contested
final to two-time European
champion Anastasiya Alpy-
eyevaof Ukraine.

Kajal has enjoyed a remark-
ableyearonthecircuit, winning
the U20 World title and U23
Asian title before making the
podium at the senior World
Championships on her debut.

Butler believes her exposure
to international competition
was crucial to that progress. “It
is important to go out of India
and compete. Kajal did that this
year and we can see how much
experience she gained. Her
losses at ranking series and the
senior Asian Championships
prepared her for this. So, itisim-
portant for Indian wrestlers to
test themselves regularly
againstthebestintheworld,” he
said. With an impressive show
at the World Championships,
Indian women wrestlers have
tasks cut out for them next sea-
son with qualification starting
for the 2028 LA Olympics.

76 kgsilver

KAJALDHOCHAK

50 kgsilver

NEELAM SIROHI

IR

72kgbronze

TANU SHARMA

MANISHA
FACTFILE

Age: 29

Home: Jind, Haryana
TRACKRECORD

Gold: Asian Championships
2025

Silver: Commonwealth
Wrestling C'ships 2017
Bronze: Asian
Championships 2022,
2023,2024

Itisan

emotional
momentforall of
us. Our father
wanted her tobe
aworldand
Olympic
championand
itbecameour
dreamalso”

RINKU, MANISHA'S
BROTHER

THIRTEEN YEARS ago, Jind
native Suresh Bhanwala per-
suaded his daughter Manishato
take up wrestling with just goal
of seeingherwinagold medal for
Indiaonthe global stage. Suresh
passed away in 2022 but his
dream was realised four years
after his death when Manisha
stood victorious at the World
Championships and held alofta
t-shirtwithapicture of her father.

The gesture, soon after beat-
ing Abigail Nette in the 59kg final
in Astana, was a tribute to the
person who was responsible,
morethananyoneelse, for Mani-
sha becoming the first Indian
woman wrestler to be crowned
world champion in the 35-year
history of the tournament.

Manisha came back from 1-
6 down after the first period of
the final to win 8-6 and etch
her name in the history books
of the sport.

“Tknew Iwould win a medal
here.Icarried my father’s picture
with me,” Manisha told United
‘World Wrestlingafter thebout. “T
have coveted thistitlesince 2022
when I entered the senior cat-
egoryand lostmy father,” the29-
year-old from Jind said.

“My father was my biggest
support. Heis the reason I have
reached this level. Tknow he is
still there watching me and
supporting me,” Manisha had
told The Indian Express before
leaving for the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games.

Back in Jind, celebrations
started in the Bhanwala family
immediately after the 13-year-
old dream was realised.

“It is an emotional moment
for all of us. Our father wanted
her to be aworld and Olympic
champion and it became our
dream also. Ever since we lost
him in 2022, our family has
waited for this moment. Mani-
sha kept her promise,” said her

brother Rinku, whowasover-
‘whelmed with emotion.

Nervous start
Manisha's friends

and family and the
Indian wrestling fra-

Dhochak (76 kg) and Neelam
Sirohi (50 kg) losing their final
bouts two days ago.

Manisha’s start gave them
more reasons to be nervous as
Abigail scored a four-pointer
and the Indian camplostachal-
lenge giving the Americana5-0
lead. The first period ended with
Netteleading 6-1.

“I was not worried about
Manisha trailing. She has got
really good endurance and we
know she can hold her ground
till the last minute,” her coach
Mandeep told this paper.

His belief was vindicated in
the second period when Mani-
shatookseven pointsonthe trot
to clinch the bout. First, she
slipped toavoid Nette’slegattack
and took her down to make it 6-
3. The American corner chal-
lenged the decision but lost it to
make thescore4-6.

Nette was put in a par terre
position (on her stomach) and
Manishamade fulluse of the op-
portunity to execute a gut
‘wrench while trying to pin the
American. Nette survived but
the score was tied 6-6.

Inthe dying moments of the
game, Manisha’s endurance
made the difference and she
scored another two points to
lead 8-6 with27secondstogo. As
Nette tired further, the Indian
stood her ground to achieve
what noIndianwoman wrestler
has done before.

On Thursday, Manisha con-
ceded just two points and
pinned home favourite Kazakh-
stan’s Altyn Shagayeva in the
semifinal.

Makingup for Asiad loss

After returning empty-
handed from the 2026 Asian
Games, Manisha hit the mat the
morning she returned from
Aichi-Nagoya. “We were confi-
dent that she would win at the
Asian Gamesbutshelostaclose
bout to Akari Fujinami. Shewas
determined to turn it around,”
Mandeep said.

Once back in India, Man-
deep and Manisha decided to
workon herendurance. “Sheis
an aggressive wrestler and
startstoattack early. But today,
she conserved her energy and
that helped her in the last one
minute,” explained Mandeep.
After winning the world title,
Manisha flexed her musclesand
tookavictorylapwith the Indian
flag. Understandably so, as she
has been a serial winner at the
Asianlevel and on Friday, finally
took one of the most coveted
honoursin the sport.

o HYLO OPEN

Anmol gets past Unnati, Sindhu nextin semis

Shivani Naik
‘Mumbai, October 30

ANMOL KHARB'S smashes
have a new-found sting and
power. Sheroarsand exhalesag-
gression too. Once tipped to be
the natural successor to Saina
Nehwal, the 19-year-old may
have taken two seasons too
manyto find her feeton thesen-
iors circuit but definitely looks
ready to bolt out off the tracks
and hitastrongstride.

The netstomp - she is one of
thebetter onesamongst the up-
comingcrop - hassome serious
explosivity and scything
angles, and her rally-construc-
tion looks geared towards con-
stantly finding waystosnapthe
exchange shut.

On Friday at the Hylo Open
quarterfinals in Saarbrucken,
Germany, the World No.53 de-
feated World Championships
surprise quarterfinalist Unnati
Hooda 21-17, 18-21, 21-16 in 68
minutes, announcing her re-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Anmol Kharb beat Unnati Hooda 21-17,18-21, 21-16. FiLe

emergence with full-throated
roars that come naturally toher.

Shewill now face PV Sindhu
in the semifinals, after the vet-
eran Indian beat German Ama-
lie Schulz 21-12, 21-10 in just 27
minutes.

The two compatriots are
both determined and driven
youngsters from Haryana, fo-
cused ontheobjective of finding
their niche on the senior circuit.

Anmol, though, has a techni-
cally stronger base and natural
fearlessness that she asserts un-
abashedly. Unnati felt the sting
inthe quarters.

'Anmol operates onthe belief
that no point will come easy but
alsothatgiven she needsto take
the initiative, she might as well
goallout. Unnatiis a fighter too,
though workmanlike. That's
how she took the second game -

staying relentless in the rallies
and chasingdowneveryshuttle.

However, on either side of
that, Anmol breathed fire every
time she approached the net.

Anmol managed to pin Un-
nati to the backcourtand move
her around, scurrying for the
downward-hit strokes and
deepstraighthits. Itisat the net
where she assumes adominant
stance like An Se-young, and
likes to control exchanges. Un-
nati wasn't left with too much
time to create openings.

Fluctuating fortunes
A12-71ead inthe opener suf-
ficed as Anmol kept Unnati at
bay. The net pick-ups were sec-
ond only to her ability to keep
the shuttle in play with rangy
strokes as she took the opener.
She will beat herself up, no
doubt, fornot finishing the con-
testintwogamesdespite leading
11-8. But theteen from Faridabad
wasn't daunted by the string of
pointsthat kept Unnatiahead till

12-11in thedecider.

That's when Anmol went on
an8-pointspree withavisiblein-
crease in intensity - a hallmark
of big players - and reached 19-
12. Unnatistill picked abunch of
points thereafter, but that's
‘when Anmol course-corrected
maturely. She had been buzzing
aggressively, butwith twomatch
points frittered, she slowed
down the pace of the rally -
something she dictated
throughout. Working the shuttle
around, she teased out an error
that gave her the win over the
‘WorldNo21.

‘Anmol, who came to promi-
nenceat16, helped Indiawin an
Asianteamgold at 17, before suf-
fering a form slump at 18, had
defeated Danish World No.12
Line Christophersen in a stun-
ning come-from-behind fight-
back.18-20down inthe decider,
other shoulders would've
slumped. But not the Haryanvi
whostrikessomeof the cleanest
strokes in the game.
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Rickelton, Mulder
hit centuries as
SAset Australia
288 for victory

Ryan Rickelton. ap

Associated Press
Cape Town, October 30

CENTURIES BY Ryan Rickelton
and Wiaan Mulder lifted South
Africa back into series conten-
tionagainst Australiaonaday of
battingdomination inthe decid-
ingNewlands cricket teston Fri-
day. South Africabegan day four
only 40 runs ahead and four
wicketsdown. Butacompelling
fightback led by wicketkeeper
Rickelton, 101 off 219 balls, and
allrounder Mulder, 115 off 221
balls, earned them alead of 287.

Mulder's dismissal in the
day's last over ended South Af-
rica's second innings at 387, set-
ting Australiathe entire fifth day
toscore288towin the three-test
serieswhichistied at 1-1.

Australia has the record at
Newlands for the highest suc»
cessful fourthinnir

NEW ZEALAND VS INDIA: FOURTH T20I

Phillips sheds light on holes,
shows India aren’tinvincible

Blistering century from big hitter and
stunning assault in middle overs allow
NZto get off the mark in T20I series

Sandip G
New Delhi, October 30

ONE BAD match doesn’t define
aseries, least of all a dead-rub-
ber game. India had already
sewnup the series against New
Zealand, emphasised their su-
premacy as the two-time de-
fending world champions,
their defiance in pulling games
from their brink and their su-
premeknackof elevatingarou-
tine win into a victory march.
But the 87-run defeat in the
failed pursuit of 260, incon-
sequential though in the con-
text of the series, was a tear on
their cloak of invincibility.
T20nights are prone tosuch
wild fluctuations, but the
manner they unravelled would
hurt them. Some passages
wouldstickout like alurid fever
nightmare when the series
ends on Sunday. Like their ab-
jecthelplessness duringthe as-
sault of Glenn Phillips and Mi-
chael Bracewell. Six overs that
bled 113 runs, nine sixes and
eight fours, fthe most

in 2002. But world champmn
South Africa has the advantage
of an increasingly turning last-
day pitchand anattack featuring
rested and in-form off-spinner
Simon Harmer.

South Africascored 329inits
first innings and Australia re-
plied with 429, taking a100-run
lead. The host ended day three
at 140-4 and scored 247-6
through three sessions, with
Rickeltonand Mulder battingto-
gether for nearly 54 overs, scor-
ing154 runs for the sixth wicket.
They frustrated Australia into
trying eight bowlers during the
day. Rickelton began the day
with Matthew Breetzke, who
was the only batter to be dls»
missed in the morni

horrible passages in the
country’s T20 history. The
chase fell apart in the first over
itself, when India lost the
wickets of Sanju Samson and
Ishan Kishan. Jacob Duffy
could laugh at the sport’s in-
herentirony. In Wellington, his
first over cost 26 runs; in Auck-
land he grabbed two wickets for
five runs and ended the night
with commendable figures of
4-0-23-4. That’s T20 in a nut-
shell, but the philosophy-
sprinkled lines wouldn’t com-
fortIndia’s captain Shreyas Iyer

Everything that could have
gone wrong went horribly
‘wrong. Bowling was hideous,

eWherematchwaslost

®0vers12to17bled 113 runs,
powering New Zealand to their
highest-ever 720l total of 259 for 7
®Jacob Duffy snared Sanju
Samson and Ishan Kishan in the
first over of India’s chase
®Abhishek Sharma and captain
Shreyas lyer departed in the space
of six balls as the visitors were four
down in the Powerplay

bowling changes were awry,
and field settings were as timid
asreactive. Iyer can’t be blamed
for all, he could only marshal
the men he has, but he would
agree that his team lacks a
genuine middle-over enforcer,
the shape-shifting genius that
could adapt to varying condi-
tions and still ensure that
batsmen remain quiet. The
deathand power-play overs are
anyway bound toleak runs, but
tight middle overs could ensure
that the runs don’t blow out of
proportion. Little wonder then
that Hardik Pandya and Jasprit
Bumrah are missed.

Those six overs reduced the
chaseintoanimpossibleact, de-
spite the high-grade explosives
inIndia’s granary. It began with
Bracewell, often wasted down
the order but endowed with a
sweet swing of the blade, in the
twelfth over. He pulled Naman
Dhir’s second for the first of his
two overs. He struck a six and
four to hammer 16 runs in the
over. Dhir was an injudiciously
defensive choice, a ploy to
squeeze in an over or two when
anewbatsmanwasat thecrease.
Bracewell had arrived inthe pre-
vious over, after Mayank Yadav
had hustled Bevon Jacobsintoa

Glenn Phillips scored his third T201 hundred. a»

miscued pullshot. The overhad
cost only four runs and brought
Indiabackintothegame. Butthe
next over overturned the mo-
mentum.

The refuge in Dhir betrayed
India’s sparse alternatives in
the middle overs. Axar Patel is
a diminished force; Mayank
had already exhausted three of
his four overs; Prince Yadav is
proficient at the death and
start, but still apprenticing the
middle-over act. Nonetheless,
Iyer dialled Prince to cruel out-
come. Eighteen runs ensued.
Yadav strove the fuller length,
which onaground with shorter
straight boundaries was sui-
cidal. The extra bounce was
ideal for hard length, and it was

no coincidence that Mayank
‘Yadav was India’s most pen-
etrative bowler. But few others
found the length comfortable.

The worst was yet to be. Iyer
furiously waved at Axar. He is
notas precise with hislength or
shrewd with his designs as he
once used to be. Bracewell pil-
laged him for 18 runs in his four
balls. Dhir shelled Phillips’s
catch toaggravate Axar’sangst.
Iyer immediately summoned
Arshdeep Singh, who momen-
tarily applied the brakes with a
seven-run burst. Iyer searched
for faces. It fell on the still-cal-
low Nitish Reddy. All Iyer
watched were rockets fizzing
along the Eden Park skyline.
Four sixes flew from Phillips'

pounding bat. He skimmed 90
from42balls, but had to wait for
hishundred until the 19th over.
The free-flowing Bracewell
hoarded all the strike in the
nextover. Heensured hedidn’t
waste it, as he crunched the
tearaway for 20 runs, including
three monstroussixes. The first
was a gorgeous lapped maxi-
‘mum over long-leg, the second
was bunted over the keeper,
hunkering down on his knees,
and the third was glided past
fine-leg in a breathless ex-
hibition on improvised bats-
manship. He perished in the
next over, but the Kiwis had
rocketed t0227in 172 overs.
Inmomentslikethese, India
missed a group of bowlers with
the expertise to bowl into the
pitch, slip in the cutters and
bowl with a scrambled seam,
tricks that New Zealand’s
seamers employed cleverly.
They also pounded out the
short-length ball, angling it
away from the left-hander or
into the body of the right-
handers to cramp them for
room. Matthew Fisher bowled
an excellent heavy ball to in-
duceaspliced slash from Abhis-
hekSharma, India’slast beacon
of hope. A clutch of twenties
and Tilak Varma’s 35 lent some
respectability to India’s total.
After the hosts wrapped up
the game, Iyer dwelled on the
need tointrospect. “It is impor-
tant to retrospect. We have to
see how to bounce back. We
have to go back to the drawing
board and execute [our plan],”
he said. It could be convenient
to brush away the game as an
aberration, butinsport there is
always a cause and effect. The
causes for the defeat would
hurtIndiaas muchas the effect
they produced.
BRIEF SCORES: NZ259/7
(Phillips 107; Mayank 3/48)
beat India 172/9 (Tilak 35;
Duffy 4/23) by 87 runs.

Rohit likely to return
as Ml captainin 2027

Devendra Pandey
‘Mumbai, October 30

MUMBAIINDIANS arelikely to
hand over captaincy to Rohit
Sharma for their forthcoming
IPLseason 2027, The Indian Ex-
press understands. The deci-
sion doesn’t come as a surprise
especially after the five-time
champions have gone through
acomplete overhaul of the sup-
port staff over the past week.

It is learnt that Mumbai
wanted Rohit to take over the
franchise captaincy from
Hardik Pandya midway
through the last IPL when the
franchise was struggling. As
previously reported by this
newspaper, the franchise had
already made up its mind on
movingon from Pandyaas cap-
tain, butthe question remained
‘who they would turn to. Under
Pandya’s reign, MI had lost 10
of 14 games, finished ninth, and
extended their title drought to
six years. With the likes of Su-
ryakumar Yadav and Jasprit
Bumrah part of the setup for a
while, there was an option toin-
stall a new face. Even Tilak
Varma, who is seen as strong
leadership material, was an op-
tion, should the franchise want
tobuild for the future.

Instead, the franchise has
turned to Rohit, who has cap-
tained them to five IPL titles —
the joint-highest alongside MS
Dhoni. “Rohitinitially had sug-
gested Tilak Varma’s name but
the franchise has requested
him to take over captaincy
which he has now agreed.
There were series of talks that
had happened before him fly-
ingtoNew Zealand and Rohit’s
suggestions were sought dur-
ing appointment of new
coaches as well,” a source told
TheIndian Express.

Last week, when asked
about the possibility of Rohit
captaining the team for next
season, an MIsourcesaid, “This
is speculation. Until we don’t
finish trade window and reten-
tion we will not decide this.
“Andwhy doyousay foronesea-

caught at fine leg off Pat Cum-
mins, who ended a wicket
drought of more than 62 overs
since the first test in Durban.

South Africa crawled to 202-
5 at lunch but Rickelton and
Mulder then batted out the sec-
ond session, scoring 92 runs.
Rickelton reached 50 off 105
balls while Mulder was un-
beaten on 46 at tea. Their 100-
runstand came off 193 balls.

Australia squeezed, conced-
ingonly 13 runsin10 overs after
tea. ButSouth Africacrossed 300
and Rickelton scored his third
testhundred off219 balls. He hit
12foursoverall.

BRIEF SCORES: South Africa
329&387(Wiaan Mulder 115,
Ryan Rickelton 101; Starc
3/65) lead Australia 429 by
287runs

Zverevfinally
takes his place
atthe summit of
men’s tennis

Reuters
Ocmher 30

ALEXANDER ZVEREV, who
spent years waiting for his mo-
ment toreach the summit of his
sportonly foranewgoldengen-
eration to surge past him, has
claimed the honour that long
eluded him by climbing to the
top of the world rankings.

Zverevhad longbeen one of
the brightest talents to emerge
in the 2010s, but his path, like
that of his peers, was largely
blocked by the enduring domi-
nance of Roger Federer, Rafa
Nadal, Novak Djokovic and
Andy Murray. Despite winning
two ATP Finals titles on either
side of an Olympic gold
medal in2021, Zverev struggled
to make asimilarimpact at the
Grand Slams as Jannik Sinner
and Carlos Alcaraz formed a
new roadblockwhen the greats
began to decline.

All that changed this year,
however, as Zverev, 29, capital-
ised on injuries to his major ri-
vals and found another level to
claim the French Open and US
Open titles.

"It'sincredibly special," said
Zverev,whowill take over from
Sinner on Monday and become
the 30th man to top the world
rankings since they were intro-
duced in1973.

© SPORTING STALWARTS

Saina, Dravid on 2030 CWG
Organising Company Board
-

Mihir Vasavda
‘Mumbai, October 30

OLYMPIC MEDALLIST Saina
Nehwal and former India
cricket captain and coach
Rahul Dravid have been nomi-
nated as directors on the 2030
Commonwealth Games Organ-
ising Company (OC) Board, ina
move that will bring two promi-
nent sporting figures into the
governance structure of the
event.

The Indian Express has
learnt that the union sports
ministry officially nominated
Nehwal and Dravid earlier this
‘weekas the two representatives
from the sporting fraternity. In-
dian Premier League franchise
Gujarat Titans owner Jinal
Mehta, who is also the manag-
ing director of Torrent Power,
and Ananya Birla have been
nominated as the tworepresen-
tatives from the private sector.

The organising company is
likely to be chaired by Gujarat
Deputy Chief Minister Harsh
Sanghavi. Union sports secre-
tary Hari Ranjan Rao and PT
Usha, the Indian Olympic As-

Saina Nehwal & Rahul Dravid will offer athletes’

Theinclusionof
athletesonthe
organising
company’sboardis
seenasanattemptto
bringgreater
sportingexperience
intotheplanning of
theevent

“Rahul and Saina come with

sociation who also

Their

heads the Commonwealth
Games Association of India, are
setto be the vice-chairpersons.
Senior bureaucrat M Thenna-
rasan, a principal secretary in
the Gujarat government, has
beenappointed chiefexecutive
officer.

100th edition

Ahmedabad will host the
centenary edition of the Com-
monwealth Games in 2030,
with the programme expected
tofeature 17 sports. The Games
will mark the return of the
multi-sport event to India for
the first time since the contro-
versial 2010 edition in New
Delhi. The inclusion of athletes
and private-sector represen-
tatives on the organising com-
pany's board is seen as an at-
tempt to bring greater sporting
experience and corporate ex-
pertise into the planning and
delivery of the event.

“The idea is to get good,
credible names in the govern-
ance structure,” a source said.

inclusion will bring athletes’

voice to the planning and de-
livery phase.” The Indian Ex-

pressreached out to Dravid and
Nehwal, asking if they had ac-
cepted the nomination and the
scope of their role, but neither
responded.

Break from the past
The 2010 Commonwealth
Games did not have any ath-
letes or private-sector represen-
tatives in its Organising Com-
mittee, which was headed by
late Congress leader Suresh
Kalmadi. The edition was
marred by allegations of cor-
ruptionand financial irregular-
ities, with the organisation and
delivery of the Games coming
under intense scrutiny.
Nehwal's appointment ex-
tends a significant connection
with the Commonwealth
Games. She was one of the big-
gest stars of the 2010 edition,
winning the women's singles
badminton gold medal in front
ofahome crowd at the Siri Fort

INVESTING IN GROWTH
BUILDING VALUE.

Kamdhenu Paints has earned recognition among homeowners, dealers,
painters and applicators through their everyday engagement with its
products, strengthening the brand's presence across diverse markets and
customer segments. As housing construction, urbanization and home
improvement drive growth in India's paints and coatings industry, alongside
rising demand for premium and environmentally responsible solutions,

‘we see an opportunity to strengthen our position through a differentiated
portiolio, deeper customer engagement and disciplined execution.

Rohit Sharma. scci

son He’s still playing and will
keep playing for MI till he wants
to play.” The source added that
a call on the captain will be
taken along with the coach
whenauction-related decisions
take place. Now with retention
deadline around the corner, MI
have made the big decision.

With Rohit set to take over
ascaptain, all eyes are on the fu-
ture of Pandyaat the franchise.
Since last season, the all-
rounder has been linked with
other franchisesinatradedeal.

If Pandya’s trade doesn’t
take place, it is learnt that the
player has agreed to play under
Rohit’s captaincy. The fran-
chise received alot of criticism
after they decided to go with
Pandyaas their captain follow-
ing an all-cash trade from Gu-
jarat Titans ahead of the 2024
season. The Wankhede crowd
repeatedly booed Pandya in
their home fixtures.

Having already announced
that Kieron Pollard will take
over as the head coach, replac-
ing Mahela Jayawardene, the
franchise announced the rest of
the support staff on Friday.
Robin Uthappa, Mitchell
McClenaghan and Dhawal Kul-
karni return to the franchise
they had once represented in
the tournament. While Ut-
happa was appointed as the
batting coach, former New
Zealand pacer McClenaghan
will take over as the bowling
coach. Former India fielding
coach T Dilipwas named as the
new fielding coach, while Kul-
karni was named the new de-
velopment bowling coach.
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EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED STANDALONE AND CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND

HALF YEAR ENDED 30" SEPTEMBER, 2026

(in Lakhs except earning per share)

FILE

o Details
CWG2030
Centenary edition

VENUES: Ahmedabad,
Gandhinagar

SPORTS: 15t017 Disciplines
LASTEDITION: Glasgow 2026

India held the 2010 CWG in Delhi
——

Sports Complex. The then 20-
year-old, who was ranked
‘World No.3, recovered from los-
ing the opening game to beat
Malaysia's Wong Mew Choo19-
21,23-21,21-13 in a 70-minute
final. Her victory helped the
hosts finish second in the over-
all standings, with 101 medals,
theirbest-ever Commonwealth
Games performance at the
time. Nehwal became the first
Indian to win the CWG
women's singles badminton
title.

Nehwal, whojoined the BJP
in 2020, is also contesting
under the "Sportspersons of
Outstanding Merit" (SOM)
roster for the Indian Olympic
Association elections on No-
vember 3. Dravid, meanwhile,
has been associated with the
development of India's Olym-
pic and Paralympic athletes
beyond cricket. In 2014, he
joined the Board of Advisors of
GoSports Foundation, a sports
non-profit organisation, and
launched the Rahul Dravid
Athlete Mentorship Pro-
gramme.

. Particulars.
o.

Standalone

Consofidated ]

Unaudited

Quarter Ended
Sef

Unaudited  Unaudited;

Half Year Ended

Unaudited Unaudited

Year Ended Quarter Ended
B

Audited  Unaudited| Unaudited Unaudited

Half Year Ended _ Year Ended|
B

Unaudited  Unaudited

1™ Total Income from
Operations

2 Net profit(loss) for
the period before tax
and exceptional items

I3 INet profit /(loss)
forthe period after
tax and exceptional
items

14 Total Comprehensive
Income /(loss) for the
period [Comprising
Profit/ (loss) for the
period (afer tax) and
Other Comprehensive
Income (after tax)]

5 Paid-up Equity Share
Capital (Face value of
21 each)

6 Eamings per share
in rupees (Quarterly
Not Annualized)
Weighted average
number of equity

1936

1936

1936

329000

9182 EEIE

(1234)  (1586) (3572)

(234 (1611) {3547

0239 (1611) 702 (@397

329000 314355 329000 314355

581001 462924 567877

@es (676N (45313 14453

i
(4209
|

(8389 @3 10013

(4209)  (148.28)  (436.03) 96.27)

329000 329000 329000 314355

31,44,35,247 El

1043925 1070266 2452625}

(62074) 27098 51.86)

(5545%) 16843 2018

(58431)  178.70 414

3290 314355 3290.00

shares of 1 each
- Basic(in?)
- Diluted (in9)

001
00

(0.00)
(0.00)

(001)
©001)

(©01)
(001)

0,00,
0.00|

|
(0.0
©o1)|

(0.05)
(0.08),

©13)
(0:13),

003
003

43,55,000 31,44,35.247|

018)
(018)

0,06/
0,06/

001
001

Notes:

opinion on the above results.

www kamdhenupaints.com

Place: Gurugram
Date: 30" October, 2026

of the unaudited financial results

1 The above results were reviewed and recommended by the Audit Committee & approved by the Board of Directors of Kamdhenu Ventures Limited
at their respective meetings held on 30" October, 2026. The Unaudited Standalone and Consolidated financial results for the quarter and half year
ended 30° September, 2026 have been limited reviewed by the Statutory Auditors of the Company, and they have issued audit report with unmodified

2 Theabove is an extract of the detailed format of unaudited standalone and consolidated quarterly and half year ended 30" September, 2026 results

2015. The full format

filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligati d Disclosure

ble on the Stock g

, www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com and on the Company website
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behalf of the Board of Directors of
Kamdhenu Ventures Limited

sd/-
Saurabh Agarwal
Managing Director
DIN: 00005970
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