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World's most powerful hydrogen train, with 3,200 horsepower

World's longest hydrogen train, with 10 coaches

World's highest passenger-capacity hydrogen train, with a capacity of 2,600 passengers

along with
Dedication to the Nation and Foundation Stone Laying for
Development Projects worth about 15,000 crore

(o e N )

Delhi - Amritsar - Katra Expressway (Cost: approx. 29,700 crore) Jind - Gohana National Highway (Cost: approx. 21,600 crore)

* Delhi to Katra journey made easier - now takes just 6 hours instead of 14 hours » Jind-to-Gohana travel time reduced from 2 hours to just 40 minutes
* Haryana's Jhajjar, Sonipat, Jind and Kaithal districts connected to the expressway | *To help farmers reach agricultural produce markets more easily

* Better connectivity to Rohtak—Panipat-Delhi NCR

Ambala - Kala Amb National Highway (Cost: approx. 21,200 crore)

« Stronger connectivity between Haryana and Himachal Pradesh Kurukshetra Elevated Railway Track (Cost: approx. 2400 crore)
+ Reduced transport time and logistics costs for industries * Smoother traffic flow
« Safer travel for the public, new momentum for trade » Five railway level crossings in highly populated areas removed

Pandit Neki Ram Sharma Government Medical College HICELTS e T Rt Sadspacdon

(Cost: approx. 600 crore) Maharishi Chyawan Medical College (Cost: approx. 900 crore)
+ Bhiwani district hospital upgraded into a medical college » Treatment capacity increased with a 650-bedded hospital
* 630-bedded hospital * Admissions to 100 MBBS seats
* Classes begun following admission to 100 MBBS seats » OPD facility started
Sikh Museum, Kurukshetra (Cost: approx. 160 crore) Hansi - Barwala National Highway (Cost: approx. 2140 crore)
» Inspiring younger generation with the heritage, life, * Better road connectivity between Hisar and Panchkula
and cultural significance of the Sikh Gurus * More economical agricultural production and local freight transport
\ * Boost to local employment and economic activity /

b
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Prime Minister

Prof. Ashim Kumar Ghosh | Sh. Nayab Singh Saini | Sh. Nitin Jairam Gadkari | Sh. Ashwini Vaishnaw

Govemor, Haryana Chief Minister, Haryana Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways Union Minister for Railways
Date: 17 July, 2026 | Time: 9:00 AM DD Live broadcast
Venue:- HSVP Ground, Sector - 9, Jind, Haryana [EE onDD News

" Information, Public Relations & Languages Department, Haryana (e R Y Coee e el KL R LY

.. . epaper.inaianexpress.com .. . New Delhi




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The World

FRIDAY, JULY 17,2026

STRIKES REACH OUTSKIRTS OF TEHRAN

US expands attacks,
Iran calls Hormuza
‘red line’, retaliates

Associated Press
Dubai, July16

THE UNITED States intensi-
fied its strikes on Iran on
Thursday, hitting targets
farther north and firing into a
shipthe USaccused of tryingto
breakits naval blockade on the
Islamic Republic. Iran retali-
ated by launching missiles and
drones at US allies in the re-
gion, and warned its attacks
may escalate.

Iranian officials say US
strikes havekilled more than 35
people and wounded over 300
others. For the first time in this
latest round of violence, strikes
also reached into areas around
Iran’s capital, Tehran, showing
awideningset of targets for the
Americans.

Col Ebrahim Zolfaghari, a
spokesperson for the Iranian
military, threatened that Iran
could launch widespread at-
tacks on “all the infrastructure
in the region” if the US acts on
President Donald Trump's re-
peated warnings that America
could hit Iranian bridges and
power plants. “Under no cir-
cumstances and in no way will
we allow America, as a foreign
and extra-regional country, to
interfere in the Strait of Hor-
muz,” he added. “This is Iran’s
invincible red line.”

The US strikes early Thurs-
day hit around Tehran, state
mediareported. Italso reported
that American attacks targeted
Semnan province, home to
Iran’s ballistic missile produc-
tion and space program. Iranian
media also reported strikes
Thursday around the provinces
of Hamedan, Hormozgan, Khu-
zestan, Lorestan, Markazi, and
Sistan and Baluchestan, as well
asonIran’s Qeshmisland, near

Aman waves an Iranian flag beneath a billboard reading, ‘Whoiis D
nexT one?’ an apparent reference to US President Donald Trump,
indowntown Tehran on Thursday. rReuters

Beready to ‘shut’ Red Sea
gateway if US hits power
network: Iran to Houthis

Dubai: Iran has asked Yemen’s
Houthi movement to stand
ready to close the Red Sea oil
routeifthe United Statesstrikes
Iranian power infrastructure,
three sources told Reuters on
Thursday, posing a potent new
threattoglobal energy supplies.

The ideahas been discussed
within the Islamic Republic's
leadership, and the message
has been conveyed to Iran's
Houthi allies, two senior Ira-
nian sources and a regional

source familiar with the matter
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

The sources said the Hou-
this had been informed re-
cently of Tehran's request,
which has not been previously
reported. They did not give
further details on how it had
been conveyed or whether it
was after US President Donald
Trump’s threat to attack Ira-
nian power infrastructure on
Tuesday. REUTERS

the Strait of Hormuz.

On Wednesday, the US re-
sumed striking Iran during
daylight, further showing the
increasing tempoof the attacks.
An attack on Greater Tunb Is-
land targeted Iranian defense
and missilesites, Central Com-
mand said. Greater Tunb Is-
land is one of three small rocky

islands that sit at the con-
fluence of the Persian Gulfand
the Strait of Hormuz and have
become a garrison for Iran.

The US military also said it
disabled a Curacao-flagged oil
tanker asit sailed toward Iran’s
main oil export terminal, firing
amissileafter theship “ignored
multiple warnings.”

Over 500 feared dead as refugee boats go missing

UN: Boats carried mostly Rohingya from
Myanmar and camps in Bangladesh

Reuters
July16

TWO BOATS carrying more
than 500 people may have cap-
sized off Myanmar’s coast in re-
centdays, UN agencies said on
Thursday, as refugees from the
war-torn country make peril-
ous maritime journeys in
search of safety and betterlives.

The two vessels left Myan-
mar’s Rakhine State in
late June carrying mostly eth-
nic minority Rohingya passen-
gers, reportedly including

some from refugee camps in
Bangladesh, the International
Organization for Migration and
the UN’s refugee agency said in
ajointstatement, citing prelim-
inary information. More than
500 were feared dead, it said.
“While the incidents and
casualty figures have yet to be
officially confirmed, UNHCR

camps in Bangladesh, Myan-
mar's long-persecuted Roh-
ingya Muslim minority have for
years risked their lives on
flimsy wooden vessels, hoping
to reach safety and the oppor-
tunity of livelihoods in coun-
tries like Malaysia, Indonesia
and Thailand.

Nearly 900 Rohingya refu-
geesdied orwent missingin the
Andaman Sea and Bay of Ben-
gal last year, making it the
world's deadliest maritime
route for refugees and mi-

and IOM Iy concerned
by the potentially devastating
loss of life.”

Driven away by violence at
home and desperate condi-
tions in crowded refugee

grants, tothe UN.

In the latest incidents, the
first boat, with about 250
people on board, lost
contact shortly after departure
and a second vessel carrying

about 280 people was believed
to have sunk off Myanmar's Ir-
rawaddy coast on July 8, the
UN agencies said.

“These journeys took place
outside the regular sailing sea-
son, when maritime conditions
are typically more hazardous,”
the statement said.

The Rohingya exodus from
Rakhine started in 2017 after
the Myanmar military
launched an offensive in the
border province, leading to at
least 730,000 seekingshelter in

neighbouring Bangladesh.

While Myanmar denies
committingabuses against the
Rohingya, it refuses to recog-
nise them as citizens, claiming
the minority group are illegal

immigrants. Their plight has
been worsened by a 2021 mili-
tary coup in Myanmar, which
led to a widespread civil war
that has included Rakhine,
with its Rohingya population
caughtin the crossfire between
government troops and the
rebel Arakan Army.

UNHCR and IOM said
nearly 300 people are reported
tobemissingordeadinthe An-
daman Sea and Bay of Bengal
this year, including Rohingya
refugees and Bangladeshi na-
tionals.

In November, a boat carry-
ing members of Rohingya com-
munity sank off Langkawi near
the Thailand-Malaysia border,
with about a dozen survivors.

6USTING OF FEDOROV, WHO TRIED TO REVITALISE UKRAINE’S FORCES, SPARKS PUBLIC ANGER
Zelenskyy dismisses defence chief, triggers unrest;
drone warfare deputy commander quits in protest

Reuters
Kyiv, July16

RARE PROTESTS erupted in
Ukraine Thursday over dismis-
salof Defe ister Mykhailo

hightrooplosses.In

©WHOIS MYKHAILO FEDOROV?

® A35-year-old politician and technology
reformer from Vasylivka in southern Ukraine,

Fedorovasadisputebetween the
reformer and Kyiv’s top general
spilled into open during presi-
dent’s second overhaul of his
wartime cabinet ina year.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s re-
shuffle has fuelled public anger
over his exclusion of Fedorov, a
35-year-old tech expertwho has
aimed to reshape Kyiv’s out-
manned army into a more effi-
cient fighting force to take on
Russia. On Thursday, Zelenskyy
appointed acting security chief
Yevhen Khmara as acting De-
fence Minister and asked Parlia-
ment to confirm him.

Hundreds of people took to
thestreetsin the capital Kyivand
other Ukrainian cities to de-
‘mand Fedorov be reappointed
and a senior commander of
Kyiv's air war resigned.

Fedorov Vs Army Chief
SpeakingtoreportersinKyiv,

now under

® The last minister to serve in every government
formed by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy -

since 2019. Appointed defence
minister in January 2026.

® Dismissed after six months amid

reported tensions with military
leadership and criticism over
stalled conscription reforms.

Fedorovsaid hehad declinedan

offer from Zelenskyy toserve as
an adviser. In a scathing attack
onmilitary chiefOleksandr Syrs-
kyi, Fedorovaccused the general
of blocking ministry initiatives.
He said he had agreed to make
things work with Syrskyi after
unsuccessfully petitioning Ze-
lenskyy to replace him, but that
Ukraine’s top general had taken
to deliberately undermining
him behind the scenes.

“We hit a situation where all
theinitiatives we proposed were

US revives rule to deny green cards to immigrants on public benefits

Associated Press
Miami, July 16

THE TRUMP administration is
reviving a rule that could deny
green cards to immigrants who
use publicbenefitsthatcouldin-
clude food stamps, Medicaid,
housing vouchers and others.
‘The policy, knownas “public
charge,” appeared on Thursday
in the Federal Register and will
be formally published on July
20. The policy was first imple-

mented in February 2020 asone
of President Donald Trump’s
movestolimitlegalimmigration
during his first administration,
but it was reversed after Demo-
craticPresident Joe Biden came
o power.

curbbothillegal and legal immi-
gration, and when the cost of
healthcare and food is rising.
The federal government “is
reaffirming the requirement of
self-reliance, protecting public
resources and ending policies

Under the policy,

that 1dey on

for green cards have to show
theywouldn’tbe burdenstothe
country or “public charges.” Its
return comes when the Repub-
lican administration is imple-
menting a hardline policy to

11 children killed, 19 injured
infire at Algeria orphanage

Associated Press
Algiers,July 16

AFIREatanorphanage nearthe
capital of Algeria killed 11
children and injured 19 early
Thursday, authorities said.

Algeria’s Civil Protection
agency said the fire broke out
around 3:30 a.m. at the two-
story childcare institution in
Mohammedia, in the eastern
suburbs of the capital Algiers.

The ages of the victims have
notbeenreleased byauthorities,
who did not report any adult
fatalities or injuries.

Five children with reduced
mobility were safely evacuated,
while several of the injured
children were transported to a
hospital specializing in burns,
said Lt. Col. Nassim Bernaoui,
theCivil Protection head of com-
munications. Algeria President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune ex-
pressed hiscondolencesfroman
official visit to Berlin.

e fire occurred on Algeria’s
National Children’s Day, during
a severe heat wave that has
sparked nearly 1,000 fires over
the past week, according to the
Civil Protection agency.

the backs of hard-working
American taxpayers,” US Citi-
zenship and Immigration Ser-
vicessaid ina post published on
its X account.

“Under President Trump,

USCISisrestoringthe basic prin-
ciple that immigrants must be
able tosupport themselves,” the
post said. The agency said the
rulewill takeeffect on September
18. While the administration’s
crackdown on immigration has
an increased focus on deport-
ationsand immigration enforce-
mentincitiesacrosscountryand

those seeking permanent resi-
dency or legal status to demon-
strate they will not become a
public charge. The Trump ad-
ministration’s rule includes a
broader range of programs that
could disqualify them.

The Trump administration
first promoted the rulein2018 as
away to ensure that only those

atbordersit

ionstar-
getting legal immigrants and
‘mixed status families.

Federal law already requires

ho -sufficientcameto
the US Immigrant rights advo-
cates criticized it, saying it
amounted toa “wealth test.”

UK spy watchdog raps MI5 for lying
to courts about neo-Nazi informant

Associated Press
London, July 16

THE BRITISH government
said Thursday it will keep the
country'sspies onatighter rein
afterareport found MI5 misled
courts about its ties to a neo-
Nazi informer accused of at-
tacking his partner.

Home Secretary Shabana
Mahmood said that she is tak-
ing “urgent action” to
strengthen oversight of the
UK’s domestic security service
after a tribunal found MIS re-
peatedly gave “a false account™

of what had happened.

Earlier this year MIS apolo-
gised and paid compensation to
settlealegal claim broughtbya
woman over her treatment by
anallegedly abusive ex-partner.
He was an MIS informant,
identified in court as Agent X.

MIS maintained in sworn
testimony that it had neither
confirmed nor denied that
Agent X was an informant. But
in fact an MIS officer had dis-
closed the information during
aconversation withaBBCjour-
nalist who was investigating
AgentX.

The Investigatory Powers
Tribunal, which investigates
allegations against Britain’s in-
telligence services, said MIS
had misled three courts be-
cause a false narrative was
“allowed to take hold and per-
sist.” It said “systemic failures”
meant chances to correct the
error were missed.

“The findings of this report
are stark. It details serious fail-
ings by individual MIS officers,
resulting in false evidence
being provided to the courts,
and criticism of MIS as an or-
ganisation,” Mahmood said.

blocked, and Syrskyi, consider-
ing all problems we discussed
today, isnotreadytolook (me)in
theeyeand talkopenlyaboutthe
problems,” Fedorov said.

Heaccused Syrskyiof presid-
ingoveradysfunctional culture
of lies, poorly organised units
and lack of personal responsibil-
ityinthe military.

Syrskyi, 60, has been in his
post since early 2024 but has
faced criticism for a rigid com-
‘mand style which some service
members have said results in

Former Italian
motorway boss
gets 12-year jail
term over Genoa
bridge tragedy
Genoa: An Italian court on
Thursday sentenced former At-
lantia CEO Giovanni Castellucci
to 12 years in prison over the
deadly 2018 collapse of a motor-
way bridge in the northwestern
portcity of Genoa.

Atlantia was the controlling
shareholder in motorway oper-
ator Autostrade per [Ttalia atthe
time of the disaster which killed
43 people when their vehicles
plunged from the flyover.

Relatives of the victims
packed the courttoheartheout-
come of a case that has become
asearch for accountability for
the disaster and a symbol of the
slow pace of justice in complex
Italian criminal proceedings.

Castelluccialreadyin prison,
serving asix-year sentence over
another fatalincidentin2013on
aviaduct in southern Italy, was
not in court to hear the verdict.

Fifty-sevenindividuals were
on trial, including company
executives, engineersand trans-
port ministry officials. The most
serious charges include
multiple manslaughter and
criminal negligence. REUTERS

Syrskyi called for focusing on
Ukraine'swar effortand recalled
his role in helping defend Kyiv
from Russian forces in the first
weeks of their 2022 invasion.
“And now in this city, briefings
canbeheld, visionscan be devel-
oped, and decisions can be
made,” he said. “The president
is not supposed to pick sides in
thiskind of situation during war-
time,” Zelenskyy said.
Drone Warfare
Leader Resigns

Pavlo Yelizarov, a deputy
commander of Ukraine's air
force and a key leader in drone
warfare, said he was stepping
down in response to Fedorov’s
dismissal — calling it “a great
evil” for Ukraine's defence.

Ukraine is in its best battle-
field position since late 2022,
striking Russia’s oil sector and
military logistics in drone and
missile attacks that have
weakened Moscow’s war ma-

Kremlinsays
nopeacetalks
possible now

Moscow: The Kremlin said
Thursday thereisnoimmediate
prospectof resuming peacetalks
with Ukraine, thoughit said that
Russiaremains open totheidea
of negotiations.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said Russia was appreci-
ative of Turkey's willingness to
help peace efforts, but no new
talks were expected for now.

“We are well aware of our
Turkish friends' readiness to
continue facilitating a shift to-
ward a peaceful resolution of
the situation surrounding
Ukraine,” Peskov told reporters.

“We are grateful to the Tur-
kishside for this. Atthemoment,
however, there are no immedi-
ate prospects for resuming the
negotiation process; we do not

chine. But Kyiv’s forces still face
Russian advances amid acritical
shortage of ground troops.

*BRIEFLY

seeany Nevertheless,
Russian side certainly remains
opento this path.” REUTERS

ITALY

Danny Boyle’s Murdoch drama
to open Venice Film Festival

OSCAR-WINNING director Danny
Boyle’slatest film, Ink,adrama

about Rupert Murdoch’s acquisition
of British tabloid newspaper The
Sun, will open the 2026 Venice Film
Festival, organisers said on Thurs-
day. The film, which stars Jack
O'Connell, Guy Pearce and Claire
Foy, will premiere in competition at
the SalaGrande on the Lido. The

83rd edition of the festival will run

Oscar-winning director
Danny Boyle. fiLe

from September2to 12, withline-up
tobeannounced later July. REUTERS

INDONESIA

1dead, 23 missing
after passenger
boat capsizes

ONE PERSON isdead and 23
are missing after a passen-
gerboatsank on the way to
anislandin it

PAKISTAN

Suicide attack
foiledin KPK, 4
militants killed
FOUR TTP militants were
killed on Thursday after

security officials thwarted
avehicle-borne suicide

authorities said on Thurs-
day. KM Nurul Salsa was
carrying 70 passengers and
crew, as well as copra, cattle
and motorcycles, when the
ship leftthe portin Jampea
Island on Wednesday morn-
ing, officials said. AP

attack on asecurity post

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, police said. Per-
sonnel intercepted the ex-
plosives-laden vehicle be-
foreitcould reach its target
in the South Waziristan dis-
trict's Wana town. PTI

© MESSAGING FROM HEGSETH AND OTHERS BLENDS KNOWN SCIENCE ON THE HORMONE WITH BROADER, AND LESS SUBSTANTIATED, CLAIMS

Hegseth rolls out testosterone screening programme for US military personnel

Konstantin Toropin
&Matthew Perrone
Washington,July 16

US DEFENCE Secretary Pete
Hegseth announced Wednes-
day that he is rolling out a new
screening program for “testos-
terone deficiency” among
troops, calling it necessary to
allow them to operate at their
“absolute best.”

The screenings will be con-
ducted annually as part of ser-
vicemembers’ required medical
screenings for those 30 and
older, hesaid.

Troops under 30 can volun-
teertobetested.Inavideoonso-
cial media, Hegseth said receiv-
ing testosterone replacement

therapy would be voluntary.

Inthevideo, Hegseth simply
refers to troops, though it ap-
pears he is talking about only
testing men in uniform for hor-
mone irregularities.

The move comes as other
Trump administration officials
have begun toadvocate formen
to have easier access to testoste-
ronereplacement therapies, but
the messaging from Hegseth
and others blends known
science on the hormone with
broader, and less substantiated,
claims.

‘When asked what conditions
Hegseth was looking to address
with the new policy, the Penta-
gon referred to Hegseth’s re-
marks in the video that men-

tioned keeping troops “strong,
resilientand capable”and theri-
gors of the modern battlefield
demand “maximum psycho-
logical and mental readiness.”

Over the past several years,
special operations troops —
and specifically Navy SEALs —
have come under scrutiny for
their use of testosterone and
similar substances to enhance
performance.

The death of a SEAL recruit
during trainingin 2022 led toa
discovery of substances in his
possession, including testoste-
rone, and revealed far more
rampant drug use among the
elite program than was pre-
viously acknowledged.

A year after the recruit’s

US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth lifts weights as he interacts
with troops at the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. reuTers

death, the Navy said it would
beginadrug-testing programto
screen for “any hormonal sub-
stance, chemically or pharma-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

cologically related to testoste-
rone, that promotes muscle
growth.” Hegseth said his new
initiative is “not about artificial

enhancement.”

The Pentagon did not re-
spond to questions about what
research or academic studies
underpinned the move. It also
didn’tsayif female troops would
be able to be evaluated for es-

bert F Kennedy Jr and other
Trump administration officials
are moving to make it easier for
doctors to prescribe testoste-
rone. Last month, the Food and
Drug Administration proposed
easing prescribing limits on tes-

Is, pills, | 1

trogen-based therapy y
tered perimenopause.

Testosterone levels in men
decline naturally with age and
have long been linked to issues
like erectile dysfunction, low
libido, mood changes and
‘weightgain. Butexpertshavede-
bated for years how to diagnose
those problems and whether
theyshouldbetreated by replac-
ing the hormone.

Hegseth’s announcement
comes as Health Secretary Ro-

New Delhi

injections.

The current FDA label spec-
ifies that medications are only
for men with hyy ism, a

cepted by most medical experts.

Still, recent studies have bol-
stered the case for testosterone’s
Dbenefits, for certain conditions,
‘while allaying worries about its
safety — particularly concerns
about heart safety.

Last year, the FDA removed
aboxed warning about possible
risks of heart attack and stroke
from the drugs.

eparately, aseries of studies

medical condition that causes
drastically low testosterone.
But many influencers and
proponentsof Kennedy’s “Make
America Healthy Again” move-
ment tout testosterone as a way
to look younger, build muscle
and stay mentally sharp — al-
though those uses aren’t ac-

by the National Institutes of
Health in older men found that
taking testosterone improved
erectile dysfunction, libido and
other sexual measures and had
asmall effecton mood. Butthere
was little or no improvement in
measures like fatigue, memory
oroverall well-being. AP
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Vessels to and from
India among top
applicants for
Hormuz passage

Three-week data from June 17 shows
40% of vessels seeking to cross Hormuz
were to or from India and China

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, July16

MERCHANT VESSELS to and
from Indiawere amongthe top
applicants for passage through
the Iran-recommended routes
tocross the Strait of Hormuz in
the three weeks following the
June 17 US-Iran peace MoU, as
per Iranian data.

According to Persian Gulf
Strait Authority (PGSA), set up
by Iran to regulate the flow of
maritime traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, over200non-
Iranian vessels cc i 1

e Transitrequests
Origin/ | West- | East-
destination| bound | bound
India 2% 20%
China 19% 2%
Other Asia 20% | 29%
Intra-region 24% 22%
Other World | 16% 8%

East-bound requests by destination
West-bound requests by origin

fAN () Straitof
UAE—= Hormuz

with it to receive passage per-
mits and insurance coverage
during the three week period.
Among the transit requests
toexit the Persian Gulf received
by the Islamic Republic’s PGSA

INSIDE

NCP REUNION:
TATKARE SIGNALS
BALLINSHARAD
PAWAR'S COURT

'SOURCE: PERSIAN GULF STRAIT AUTHORITY

setup recently by Tehran, those

bound forIndiahada20%share,

second only to China’s 21%.
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Two dead in Pun Rath Yatra

Devotees surround an ambulance during the annual Rath Yatra in Odisha’s Puri, Thursday. At least two

persons died and several others sustained injuries following a crowd surge. a»
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US latest on immigration: Shrink
visa duration for students, media

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 16

IN A move that is expected to
impact a large number of US-
bound Indians, the Donald
Trump administration on
Thursday moved totighten the
visa duration for foreign stu-
dents, journalists and cultural
exchange visitors.

According to a US govern-
ment notice, the new final rule
from the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) creates a
fixed time period for F visas for

international students, J visas
that allow visitors on cultural
exchange programmes to work
in the US, and I visas for
members of the media. Cur-
rently, these visas are available
for the duration of the
programme or employment in
theUS.

‘Under the new regulations,

EXPLAINED

New roadblock

US President Donald
Trump haskicked offa
wide-ranging immigration
crackdown since taking of-
fice — revoking student

the student and visa
periods would be no longer
than four years. The visa for
journalists — which currently
canlast years —would be forup

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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®PMNARENDRA Modi will flag
off India’s first Hydrogen-pow-
ered train between Jind and
Sonipat.
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BCCI panel takes call, Lord’s ODI
may be Rohit Sharma’s last for India

Devendra Pandey
Mumbai, July 16

THE THIRD and final ODI
against England at Lord’s on
July19 could be Rohit Sharma’s
last match for India. The BCCI's
senior selection committee is
learnt to have informed him
that they have decided to
“move on” from him after the
England series.

The panel is learnt to have
spoken to Sharma, along with

Rohit Sharma was removed as
the ODI captain last year. ani

coach Gautam Gambhir, last
week.

According to sources, the
selection committee wants to
give youngsters like Yashasvi
Jaiswal, who has been waiting
inthe wings, achance, and has
madeit clear that it doesn’t see
arole for Sharma in the 2027
50-over World Cup.

“The selectors have in-
formed Rohit that he does not
figureintheirscheme of things

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Nepal protests have anew Gen Z face,
this time in anti- Balen Shah govtcamp

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu July16

A25-YEAR-old whodied of self-
immolationonJuly10isemerg-
ingasthe face of the discontent
against the Balendra Shah gov-
ernment, which swept to power
less than four months ago on
the strength of Gen Z support.
Anticipating that ongoing pro-
tests over Ganesh Nepali’s
death and other issues may
mount, the ongoing Parliament
Session was adjourned.

25-year-old Ganesh Nepali died
of self-immolation on July 10.

Ganeshset himselfon firein
an altercation with police after
the Kathmandu Metropolitan
Council clamped the wheels of

his motorcycle for allegedly
blocking passage at a complex
of the Department of Passports,
suffering 60% burns.

Ganesh was arider with a
ride-sharing app, and the mo-
torcycle his means of makinga
living. This fanned protests al-
ready underway by disparate
groups over the Shah govern-
ment’s alleged highhanded-
ness, including the dissolution
oftrade unionsandstudent or-
ganisations, pushing through

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

© SPAIN HAVE CLINICAL FORWARDS, STRONG DEFENCE; ARGENTINA CAN'T BE DEFEATED UNTIL WHISTLE BLOWN
For many in Spain team, meeting Messi
infinalisa dream anda mghtmare

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
cup

SandipG
Atlanta, July16

LIONEL MESSI smiled when
asked about meeting Spain in
the final of the World Cup on
Sunday. “T have faced many of
them, and I still follow them.
Several of them play for Barce-
lona,aclubIloveand continue
tofollow.”

For nearly 15 years, Messi
wasthe heartbeat of Barcelona,
its philosophy distilled into a

Lionel Messi

E cored the

first goal during the semifinal against England, Wednesday. ap

human figure, the most cel-
ebrated footballer in Spain, and
the only one Spain wished

could be one of their own.
Beforethestart of his career,
Spain’s football federation even

deliberated on coaxing him to
switch allegiance to Spain. But
Messi, even in his teenage
years, was firm. He would turn
uponly for Argentina, although
he had left Rosario, his home-
town, when he was 12, adapted
to life in Barcelona and was as
Spanish as his teammates.

He also took Spanish citi-
zenship, as many do to be reg-
istered in the European Union
quota for the club, bought
house and land, but retained
his Argentinian accent. “They
askmewhyIdon’thaveaSpan-
ish accent and it’s simple: I
don’t want to lose any identifi-
cation with my country. There
wereinformal contacts toseeif

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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visas overi views
and stripping legal status
from migrants. The latest
move will create new hur-
dles for students, exchange
workers and journalists.

NAGPUR, PATNA, PU

NE, VADODARA

ACTIVIST ON HUNGER STRIKE SINCE JUNE 28

Govtdoctors must
monitor Wangchuk
health, directs HC

Life of any citizen
is precious, notes
court; SG says no
objection to order

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 16

THE DELHI High Court hasdi-
rected the Centre to ensure
daily monitoring of the health
ofactivist Sonam Wangchuk by
government doctors, and to

“intervene immediately” if
required. “The life of any
citizen is precious,” the court
said on Thursday.

Wangchuk has been on a
hunger strike at Jantar Mantar
since June 28 as part of the pro-
test organised by the activist
platform Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) to demand the resigna-
tion of Union Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan over
NEET-UG question paper leak.

Advocate R K Saini had peti-
tioned the High Court alleging
that the government was treat-
ing Wangchuklike a “terrorist”,
and seemed “apathetic” to the
situation. The petitioner sought
the court’sdirection tothe gov-
ernment to provide “full,
proper and necessary aid” to

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AAP

onam

atthe protestsitein Jantar Mantar, Thuvsday TASHI TOBGYAL

From AAP to Congress,
SP to NC, Opp parties
rally behind activist

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

AS ACTIVIST Sonam Wang-
chuk’shungerstrike demanding
theresignation of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han entered its 19th day on
Thursday, the Opposition rallied
behind him, with Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national convenor
and former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal joining Wang-

chukat Delhi's Jantar Mantar.
After maintaining a
measured silence on the protest
organised by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP), the Congress
too weighed in, appealing to
‘Wangchuk to end his hunger
strike and saying that it shares
his “anguish and outrage” on
thelackofaccountability in the
BJP-led Union government.
Other Opposition leaders such
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Om Shanti

Jai Maharaja Agrasen
Jai Gau Mata
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In Loving Memory of

SHRI NAND KISHORE JI GOENKA

Life Partner - Late Smt. Tara Devi Ji

Shanti Baithak (Daily)

10 amto 1 pm
4 pmto 7 pm
Venue: Goenka Seva Sadan,

Devi Bhawan Mandir Parisar,
Hisar

Sons
Subhash Chandra - Sushila
Laxmi Narayan - Sulochana
Jawahar Lal - Sushila
Ashok - Kaveeta

Rasam Pagri
(26th July 2026)

3pmto4pm

Venue: Maharaja Agrasen Bhawan,
Old Government College Ground,

Hisar

Daughters
Kusum - Late Ramesh Rawalwasia
Urmil - Ashok Gupta
Mohini - Deepak Gupta J

‘x.= ,‘;1 Entire Goenka Family
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j Singh and Director
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f Border

at

the Strategic Infrastructure Conclave in New Delhi on Thursday. ani

Beard, nigab, Arabic
expressions: MP flags
‘profiling’ in Gujarat’s
‘anti-radicalisation’ SOPs

Express News Service
Ahmedabad, July15

RAJYASABHAMP John Brittas
hasasked Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel to put on hold
“Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) of Anti-Radicalisa-
tion Cells (ARCs)” in the state
until it is determined that they
do not “permit profiling or sur-
veillance” based on a person’s
religion, attire, or language.
The MP’s letter, written to
Patel onJuly 14, referstoa pur-
ported communication from
the State Intelligence Bureau of
the Gujarat Police to all super-
intendents and commissioners
of police regarding the SOPs for
these ARCs. The communica-
tion, issued on June 19, had
come afterthe governmentap-
proved 139 new posts in ARCs
across districts, and operation-
alised them. It is learnt to have
defined “a radicalised person”,
and detailed the procedures on
prevention, detection, inter-
vention, rehabilitation and
monitoring of such individuals.
‘The SOPs are learnt to have
identified such persons as
“someonewhousestheirradical
ideas to carry out anti-national
activities and work against the
unity and sovereignty of the
country, createan environment
of fearinthe people, and triesto
propagate these ideas”, the
paper has learnt. It reportedly
said that such individuals be-
lieved their religion to be su-
preme and “aim to harm those
professing other faiths. They
disseminatesuch hardlineideas
through social media, news-
papers, radio, TV, magazines,
publicgatheringsand trytorad-
icalise vulnerable people.”
Brittas, who represents the
CPI(M) in the Upper House,
wrote to the CM that while the
statehasadutytopreventterror-
ismand violent extremism, “the
contentsattributed to the SOPs”
were dlsquleung enough to

employment for religious rea-
sons, frequently meeting relig-
ious leaders, visiting mosques
and madrasasidentified as ‘sen-
sitive’, etc.” Such “contents of the
purported SOP”,ifaccurate, “risk
treatingordi ‘manifestations
of religious identity and consti-
tutionally protected conduct as
grounds for police suspicion”.
Another MP, chiefof All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM), Asaduddin Owaisiwho
represents Hyderabad in Lok
Sabha, too criticised the alleged
broad definition of “radicalisa-
tion”. “What is radicalisation?
Those who offer namaz, visit
mosques, or dress a certain way
are being branded ‘radicalised’.
Suchstereotypical policieswon’t
matter;isn’tdestroying mosques
radicalisation?” PTI, which
postedavideoof Owaisi’sspeech
on X, reported on Wednesday.
Neither Deputy Chief Minister
Harsh Sanghavi nor Gujarat Po-
liceDGPGSMalikwereavailable
foracommenton theletter.
The SOPs, seen by The In-
dian Express, refersto “Actions”™
including the purchase of ferti-
lisers that contain dual-use
chemicalssuch as potassium ni-
trate, sulphur, and ammonia;
the hoarding of LPG cylinders;
frequently visitingjungle areas;
contacting people in PoK, the
Gulfcountries and Afghanistan;
usingencrypted apps; and with-
drawing large amounts of cash,
asthose to be watched out for.
Among “Digital” actions, the
SOPs mention the VPN use;
downloadingofSignal, Element,
and similar encrypted messag-
ingapps; membership of radical
Telegram groups; following of
accounts of Islamic State (ISIS)
and Al-Qaeda, and sharing of
ISIS magazines like Dabiq and
Rumiyah; and dealing with
cryptocurrency, especially Mon-
ero, withoutany known sources
of income. “Any institutional
framework that creates an im-
presswn of profilinga pamcular

‘merithis tion”.
“They appear to define a radical
individual in broad terms and...
reportedly list behavioural indi-
cators that include suddenly
keepingabeard, wearinganigab,
usingArabicexpressionsinordi-
nary conversation, reacting
strongly to incidents affecting
Muslimsanywhereintheworld,
withdrawing from education or

ouldbeinconsist-
ent with the constitutional
promise of equal protection of
laws,” Brittas wrote.

[ FROM PAGE 1 ! FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM ]

Govt doctors to monitor Wangchuk health: HC Ep backs activist

‘Wangchuk to address his “de-
teriorating health and life-
threatening condition”, and to
“force-feed him”.

‘The HC Bench of Chief Jus-
tice D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tejas Karia orally inquired of
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
‘who appeared for the Central
and state governments, whether
the health of the activist was
being monitored, and whether
any medical reports were avail-
able with the government that
the court could peruse.

When Mehta said, “Some-
times some private doctors also
comeinand check.”

CJ Upadhyaya responded:
“We would like the person
(Wangchuk) to be medically
checked by government doctors
andintervenedependingonthe
medical report. Depending [on
‘Wangchuk’s medical condition],
please intervene immediately.
Life is precious.” Mehta said he
had no objection to this.

Disposing of the petition,
the court recorded in its order
that the SG had “stated on in-
structions that the health con-
dition of Wangchuk shall be
regularly monitored on a daily
basis by government doctors/
experts”.

USimmigration

to240daysor, inthe case of Chi-
nese nationals, 90 days. The
visa holders could apply for ex-
tensions, it said.

The regulations also pro-
hibit graduate students from
changing their "educational ob-
jectives" at any point, or from
transferring to another school
without authorisation. They
halve the amount of time stu-
dents have to leave the US after
completing their degree or
training, from 60 to 30 days.

The new regulations will
come into effect 60 days from
publication in the federal reg-

review.

‘Among Indianstudents, the
Usisafavoured destination for
highereducation. As of January
2025, there were about 300,000
Indian students in the US,
mostly in graduate (Masters)
programmes in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) fields.

According to the US State
Department report, in 2024,
90,129 Indians got F (student)
visas, 15,208 got J (exchange
visitor) visas, and 426 got I (jour-
nalist) visas.

After the Trump adminis-

tration’s i ion crack-

“He (the SG) further assures
the court that depending on the
opinion of doctors, whatever
medical intervention is needed
tocheckthe deteriorating health
condition of Wangchuk, shall
also be taken. While noting the
assurances given by SG we only
observe that the life of any
citizenis preciousand all efforts

oughttobe made by thegovern-
ment (to save the same)...,” the
ordersaid.

InhisPIL, the petitioner had
alleged that the “government is
treating (Wangchuk) like he isa
hardcore criminal, terrorist, or
traitor to the nation”, and that

down lastyear, the number of F-
1visasissued toIndian students
fell sharply by 69 per cent in
June-July 2025 as compared to
the previous year, from 41,336
inJune-July 20241012776 visas
lastyear.

Accordingtothe DHS, there
were over 1.8 million student
visaadmissionsintotalin 2024,
amore than 11% increase over
the previous year. The US
granted visas to more than
500,000 exchange visitors and
37300 membersofthemediain
fiscal year 2024, which began
onOctober 1,2023, it said.

The significant increase in
the volume of such visitors
"poses achallengeto DHS's abil-
ity tomonitor and oversee these

ister, subject to C

Hormuz passage

The share of the rest of Asia
was 29%, while that for intra-re-
gion (in the Persian Gulf)
movements was 22%. The
share of the rest of the world
was 8%.

Toenter the Persian Gulf, of
all transit requests, India
topped the list of origins with a
21%share, followed by Chinaat
19%. Other Asian countries had
acombined shareof 20%, intra-
region movement requests ac-
counted for 24%, while the rest
oftheworld had ashare 0f16%.

The PGSA didn’t provide
the absolute number of transit
requests received. This data
alsodoesn’tinclude vesselsthat
crossed or attempted to cross
the strait without seeking
Tehran’s permission.

Post these three weeks after
the MoU, tensions resurfaced in
the region, leading to a signifi-
cant drop in maritime traffic.
While vessel movements have
not completely stopped, they
aresharply down followingthe
resurgence of conflict around
the critical trade artery. On its
part, Iran and the PGSA main-
tain that the strait is closed.

Thedataisinline with trade
patterns considering Indiaand
China have traditionally been

the major destination for cargo,
particularly energy shipments,
exiting the strait, with the rest
of Asiamaking up abulk of the
remaining traffic.

Around 40% of India’s
crude oil imports, 60% of its
LNG imports, and a whopping
90% of its LPG imports came
from West Asia through the
strait. The country’s depend-
ence on imports stands at over
88% for oil, 60% for LPG, and
about 50% for natural gas,
which is imported as LNG.

Before the war broke out
late February, the Strait of Hor-
muz usually accounted for a
fifth of global oil and LNG
flows. Given the high depend-
ence on West Asia for energy
and other imports like ferti-
lisers, it was expected that
vessel trafficbetween Indiaand
the Persian Gulfwould pick up.

‘What is now playing out in
the Strait of Hormuz is a battle
between Iran and the US to ef-
fectively control the waterway.
The US and its allies have been
encouraging vessels to use the
strait’s waters hugging Oman as
analternative to Tehran-desig-
nated lanes.

The stark differences in the
MoU’s interpretation and the

non-i hiletheyare

vagueness in its terms have
now emerged as the flashpoints
between Tehran and Washing-
ton. Maritime data shows that
ever since last week’s fare-up,
‘which followed Iran’s targeting
of a few vessels taking the
Omani route through the strait,
even the vessels crossing the
strait are mostly doing so using
paths designated by Iran.

During the war, Iran ac-
tively regulated the flow of
vessels through the strait,
allowing only ahandful to pass,
thattoo using routingsdictated
by it. Following the June MoU
with the US, Iran continued to
insist that vessels cross the
strait only through the routings
designated by it, and that too
after seeking permission from
the PGSA. Tehran also plansto
impose aservice fee for transits,
butatalater date.

Earlier this week, US presi-
dent Donald Trump even pro-
posed a 20% charge by the US
Navy to facilitate safe passage
of commercial ships through
thestrait, only to backtrack the
very next day.

According to the data re-
leased by the PGSA, of the 200~
plus transit applications it re-
ceived in the three weeks
following the MoU, 53% were
for exiting the Persian Gulf,
while 47% were to enter the
Gulf. The PGSA said that it ap-

the “government seems to be
(apathetic) to the situation”.

The “least the government
can do and is expected to do” is
ensure “the affected protester is
given immediate full, proper
and necessary medical atten-
tion, even if forcibly, to ensure
his good health and to save his
life”, the petition said.

“Forthis purpose, thesimple
thing to be done...is to take him
to a government hospital and
forcefeed him the necessary nu-
trients, vitamins and minerals,
by way ofaliquid diet which are
necessary for a human body to
survive,” Saini said.

in the United States," it said.
DHS said it has many

examples of students and ex-
change visitors staying for dec-
adeson their visas.

Visa holders who want to
stay inthe USbeyond their fixed
period of admission will need to
apply to DHS for an extension
or gain readmission by travel-
ling abroad and then re-enter-
ingthe US, DHS said.

The rule’s publication has
been widely anticipated in re-
cent months, after DHS sub-
mitted it to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) in
May, which finished reviewing
the rule in mid-June.

— WITHREUTERS INPUTS
FROM WASHINGTON DC

proved 79% of the applications,
while 14% were under process
as of July 14. It said that the
average time taken to process
the transit applications was 50
hours. As for requests by type of
vessels, tankers had the highest
share at 41%, followed by bulk
carriers at 27%. Container
ships, LNG carriers, and service
vessels accounted for 18%, 2%,
and 1%, respectively, with other
vessel types accounting for an
11% share.

Accordingtovessel tracking
data from commodity market
analytics firm Kpler, there were
just 14 vessel crossings on Sun-
day (July 12), down from 24 on
July11and 19 on July 10. As per
data from S&P Global, the last
time ship transits were lower
than this level was on June 14,
three days before the US and
Traninked their peace deal MoU.

‘There are reports that tran-
sits have grown slightly over
the past three days, but most
pertain to Iran-linked vessels.
Since mid-June, vessel move-
ments through the strait had
risen meaningfully, even cross-
ing 90 on June 24, with the
average being between 40 and
50 on most days in the three
weeks that followed the MoU,
industry data shows. But these
were still lower than the pre-
war levels of up to 140 daily
transits.

N_epal protests

of ordinances bypassing Parlia-

Asenior Gujarat Police of- | mentand evlctlon drives.
ficertold ThelIndian that Home Sudhan Gu-
theintention was to proactively | rung’s accusations against the
addresstendenciestowardsrad- | Opposition of politicising Ga-

icalisation. “Thisis not targeting
aspecific group, but those who
areagainstsociety...”

Slab falls, kills 21-year-old
in Uttarakhand tunnel 3 yrs
after rescue of 41 workers

Aiswarya Raj
Dehmdun July16

A 21-YEAR-OLD worker was
killed after a portion of the con-
cretelining inside Silkyara-Bar-
kot tunnel in Uttarakhand col-
lapsed on him early Thursday.

As per the district adminis-
tration, a block of the tunnel’s
concrete lining collapsed about
900 metres inside the Silkyara
tunnel from the Barkot side, as
construction wasunderway, kill-
ing a worker from Jharkhand.
Uttarkashi District Magistrate
Prashant Arya directed the Bar-
kot SDM to conduct an assess-
ment of the situation, ascertain
theactual cause of the accident,
andexaminewhether theexecu-
ting agency had complied with
the prescribed safety standards.

“Around 2am on Thursday,
aconcrete slab fell on the neck
of a worker from Jharkhand,
who was moving through the
tunnel. He was taken to Nau-
gaon Hospital and died during
treatment. We have instructed
the SDM to initiate the pro-
cesses for compensation for the
family,” the DM said.

The National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL), the
implementing agency of the
project, has ordered a detailed
investigationand is preparinga
factual report. The official cause
of theaccidentand other details
willbe confirmed only after the

nesh’sdeath further fuelled the
mass anger.

Realising the building ten-
sions over the incident, the
government got Ganesh ad-
mitted to a top hospital and
Gurung announced he was
personally monitoring his
case, with arrangements made
for his air-transfer to AIIMS in
Delhi if needed. However,
Gopal died after nearlyaday of
battling for his life.

On Monday, he was cre-
mated in Kathmandu, at a fu-
neral site overlooking the fa-
mous Pashupatinath Temple,
with his old parents travelling
around 700 km from Mugu, a
backward region of Nepal, for
thelastrites. The family agreed
to cremate the body after the

inquiry report is received.
In 2023, 41 Workers were
trapped insidet r

kot tunnel for 17 days durmg
construction aftera portion of it
collapsed and blocked their way
out.Inamassive effort that took
17 days, all 41 were rescued.

The tunnel, which s touted
to bea fillip for the Char Dham
yatra, is being constructed atan
estimated cost of around Rs 853
crore and is 4.5-km-long with
twolanes for bidirectional traf-
fic. The government said that
the construction of the tunnel
is expected to reduce the dis-
tance between Gangotri Dham
and Yamunotri Dham by 26
kms, resultinginareduction of
travel time to 5 minutes, from
the current 50 minutes. The
works at the site commenced
onJuly9,2018.

government agreed to their de-
mands.

The funeral was attended
by several families among the
over thousand displaced dur-
ingademolition drive in Kath-
mandu in April, which has also
beenseeing protests, including
abid to take a motorcycle pro-
cession into the Central Secre-
tariat.

On Wednesday, in an out-
reach to another group of pro-
testers, the Principal Secretary
to PM Shah, Kumar Ben, ap-
pealed to about 50,000
contract employees in the gov-
ernment sector to return to
work, promising that their ser-
vices would not be termin-
ated.

As per the conditions
agreed towith Ganesh’s family,
the government has an-
nounced a five-member team
led by a Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police to investigate his

Meeting Messi in final

Iwanted to play for Spain, but I
alwayssaid that Iwanted to play
for Argentina and I only felt
these colours,” he once said.
For most of the Spanish
players, especially those of
Barcelona, it’s like their dream
and nightmare coming true at
the same time. Most of them
idolised him when growing up;
oneofthem, Lamine Yamal, the
wunderkind, was photo-
graphed with Messi for an ad-
vertisementshoot when hewas
barely two months old. Dani
Olmo still has a picture of him
hanging in his bedroom. Mikel

| Oyarzabal watched, and still

watches, videos of Messi. “It’s
an education, but every time I
watch him I stand mesmer-
ised.”

In the final on Sunday, they
would be tasked to defeat him,
tostop him from being the gen-
ius they have adored, to sup-
press the fanboys in them and
deny him a second successive
title. Some of them will turn up
agamslthelrteammates, sixAr-
gentinapl 1l La Liga their

death, ajob for his wife Ekmaya
Pariyar, 20, and funding for
their two-year-old daughter’s
education. Pariyar, who has
done adiploma course inIT, is
pregnant with the couple’s sec-
ond child, and soon after Ga-
nesh’s death, the government
cleared a ‘citizenship certifi-
cate’ for her, with Gurung per-
sonally handing it over. Pariyar
did not have the formal certifi-
cate, and with the document,
sheis now entitled toajob and
other relief announced by the
government.

According to sources, the
government may also declare
Ganesha “martyr”, astatusen-
joyed by hundreds of people,
mostly Maoist cadres, who
died during agitations over the
past 20 years of the country’s
troubled history.

The family says the police
action in clamping his motor-
cycle’s wheels distressed Ga-
nesh as he had bought the ve-
hicle on loan and the next
instalment was coming up
soon. Healsohad ascuffle with

gentina’s boss Lionel Scaloni
spent almost a decade in Spain
‘with various clubs, especially
Deportivo La Coruna in their
heyday. He met his wife in
Spain, and took baby steps into
coaching under Spain’s man-
ager Luis dela Fuente.

“Luis has been a huge help
to those of us who did the
coaching course in Las Rozas.
I've had chats with him, and he
helped us lads who did the
(coaching) course in Las Rozas
agreat deal. I like the way he
manages things and how the

ivetheirall forhim,” he

home, and a fortnight after the
‘World Cup, they would be team-
mates again for their clubs.

An awkward situation
looms for the managers too. Ar-

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

sald before Argentina’s quarter-
final game against Egypt.

Both have similar personal-
ities, withdrawn and evasive of
the limelight. Both were uncel-

an official, leading to the mo-
bile phone the latter was carry-
ing getting damaged.

Soon after, Ganesh took
some petrol out of his locked
motorcycle, poured it on him-
selfand set himselfon fire.

Ganesh’s brother Madan
Nepali, who is four years older,
says he is a civil engineer di-
plomaholderbut worksasala-
bourer in Kathmandu, while
their parents survive on the
government’s social security
dole. Their eldest brother died
around 18 years ago.

“We are Dalits and our par-
entsare marginal farmers who
sent us to the city towork hon-
estly, pursue our studies and
live with dignity... Ganesh was
supporting his family with his
earnings,” says Madan.

The two brothers planned
to visit their home in October
for the festival of Dashain.
Madan says they hoped to
eventually go abroad, to the
Gulfand finally Japan or South
Korea after acquiring addi-
tional skills.

ebrated in their countries until
they started landing the big
trophies. The legendary Diego
Maradona once berated Sca-
loni: “Good boy, but he can’t
even control a traffic.”

DelaFuente was reportedly
picked because he came
relatively cheap.

Their coaching ideals have
similar strains, even if they are
notidentical. Spain hasan array
of technically gifted, fluid
players capable of quick transi-
tional play. They are near flaw-
less in their set-up, clinical for-
wards, intelligent midfield and
an unbudging defence that
doesn't stoop to cynical chal-
lenges or career-stalling in-
juries. Not even the preco-
ciously gifted French forwards

New Delhi

as Jammu and Kashmir CM
‘Omar Abdullah, SP MP Dimple
Yadav, and the Leader of the Op-
position in Kerala, Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, also backed Wangchuk
and targeted the Centre.

Kejriwal — whose political
rise is intrinsically linked to a
similar civil society-led move-
ment held a decade-and-a-half
ago against corruption (the
‘Anna Hazare-led India Against
Corruption demonstration) —
stood beside Wangchuk and
urged PM Narendra Modi to re-
place Pradhan with the activist.
‘Wangchuk, he said, was better
suited to reform and lead the
educationsystem thathad been
hitbyaseriesof paperleaks over
the past few years.

Calling Wangchuk “a great
educationist”, Kejriwal said he
had “worked tirelessly for the
country and for Ladakh many
times” and praised him for “ri-
sking his life for the country”.
“When a child goes to write a
competitive exam, it is not
merely an exam; it is a dream.
The child enters the exam hall
believing that through hard
work and intelligence he will
build his future.”

Drawing from his own ex-
perience, Kejriwal said he had
qualified for IIT at a time when
exam leaks were unheard of. “T
also appeared for IIT examin-
ationandstudiedat IIT. Inthose
days, papers did not leak. I was
thinking that had papers been
leaking then, perhaps I would
never have had the confidence
toattempt the examination.”

“My two children also grad-
uated from IIT. Even during
their time, the papers did not
leak. Butover the past few years,
theway papers have begunleak-
ing, the confidence of a child ...
has begun to collapse. This is
dangerous for the country.”

Referring to the NEET con-
troversy, Kejriwal alleged that
successive investigations had
failed todismantle the networks
responsible for paper leaks.
"Every year, papers are leaked.
The mastermind behind the
2024 NEET paper leak got bail.
This has become a system:
papers leak, a committee is
formed, aninvestigation begins,
an FIR is registered, arrests are
made, bail is granted, and prep-
arations begin for the nextyear's
exam. How long will the youth
tolerate this? After the NEET
paper leak, more than 20
children have died by suicide...
Butnothing changed.”

Kejriwal also criticised the
handling of CBSE’s evaluation
controversy, alleging that “they
did not even file an FIR against
the company responsible”.

Warning that public anger
over alleged irregularities in
exams could have political con-
sequences, Kejriwal drew a par-
allel with the Anna Hazare-led
movement held at the samesite
in 2011. “Today, while coming
here, I remembered April 4,
2011, when Anna Hazare was
sitting here. The government of
that time was also arrogant.

Three years later, that govern-
ment didn’t survive because of
itsarrogance,” hesaid. Later, in
aposton X, Kejriwal reiterated
his demand: “Sonam Wang-
chuk should be appointed as
the country’s Education Min-
ister by removing Dharmendra
Pradhan.”

In the first comment by a
senior Congress leader in an of-
ficial capacity, general secretary
(organisation), K C Venugopal,
said the party had been de-
manding Pradhan’s resignation
foroveramonthandahalf. “We
share the anguish and outrage
that Shri Wangchuk ji feels, es-
pecially due to the lack of ac-
countability within the Modi
government — for the collapse
of the examination system in
particular,” he said.

Appealing to Wangchuk to
end his fast because of concerns
about his health, he said, “His
concerns are our concerns and
those of other Opposition parties
as well. Rest assured, we will
continue to confront the Modi
government and demand Edu-
cation Minister’s resignation.”

In Srinagar, Omar Abdullah
said politics must have room for
compassion, as he hit out at the
Centre for not approaching
Wangchuk since he began his
fast. Comparing the Congress-
led government’s approach to-
wardsthe Anna Hazare-led pro-
test, he said then PM
Manmohan Singh had sent his
ministersto persuade protesters
toend theirstrike.

SP’s Dimple Yadav, who also
visited Wangchuk at Jantar
Mantar duringthe day, appealed
totheCentretoshow “alittlesen-
sitivity” and initiate a dialogue,
saying compassion is central to
Sanatan Dharma.

In a Facebook post, Vijayan
said the Centre was being indif-
ferent notonly to the anguish of
the students but also to Wang-
chuk’s life. He urged the Centre
not to allow the activist's health
todeteriorate further.

Apart from political leaders,
several artistes have also
spoken up in Wangchuk’s sup-
port. On Thursday, actor Son-
akshi Sinha, whose father Shat-
rughan Sinha is an MP from
‘West Bengal, uploaded a video
message on her Instagram page
backing the activist.

“Thave never made a public
statement like this before, but I
cannotstaysilentany longer. We
all know Sonam Wangchuk. We
know what he has done for the
country, his achievements, and
the many honours he has re-
ceived. For the past 18 days, he
hasbeenonahungerstrikewith-
out food. And why? Because he
is fighting for the future of
children, a future he believes is
being pushed towardsruin... He
‘may not know us personally, but
despite that, he has chosen to
sacrifice his own well-being for
this country's children. Yet so
many people have remained si-
lent. T couldn't. Whatever
happens now, so be it, but I can
no longer stay quiet,” she said.

ﬁm Sharma

after the England tour and they
are moving on from him after
this series. He wanted to con-
tinue, especially after working
onhisfitness. Theselectors have
left the ball in Sharma’s court,”
said a source in the Indian
board.
ItislearntthatSharmaspoke
to a few BCCI officials on the
sidelines of the England series,
and the opener wasn't happy
withthedecision. Sharmahasal-
ready retired from T20Is, step-
ping away on June 29, 2024,
hours after leading India to the
World Cup title, and from Test
cricketon May7,2025, adecmon
d

announced on

last year, replacing him with
Shubman Gill. The panel, incon-
sultation with theteam manage-
ment, islearnttobe keen on giv-
ing younger players a chance,
keeping the future of Indian
cricket in mind.

Sharma’s ODI captaincy rec-
ordincludesleadingIndiatothe
2023 World Cupfinal, wherethe
team’s all-out attacking ap-
proach from the top of the order
redefined how India batted in
the format. The following year,
that same bold, aggressive tem-
plate was carried over to India's
triumphant 2024 T20 World
Cup campaign, also under his

of India's tour of England that
summer.

The selection committee re-
moved Sharma as ODI captain

and Kylian Mbappe could un-
ravel them. They made them
utterly irrelevant, starving
them of space and passing out-
lets.

Only once in the seven
games has their backline been
breached. This would be Ar-
gentina’s staunchest challenge
-- to break Spain’s irresistible
symphony.

On the other hand, Ar-
gentinawerestretched in every
knockout game, surviving by
the skin of their teeth. Every
game, they flirted with the peril
of crashing out. But somehow,
they have discovered the cour-
age and forged the spark to not
surrender. Structurally, they
couldbe flawed; in terms of per-
sonnel, they don’t match Spain;

But Sharma has not been

abletoscore runsin the past few

ies— hescored 26 runs off 47
ballsin Cardiff on Thursday.

but they put their lives on the
line to not lose. Argentina can-
notbe defeated until the whistle
isblown. AsEngland and Egypt
would confess, they keep
bouncing back. Scaloni
summed upthe philosophy that
drives them: "This team plays
bestwhen facing adversity. The
opponent hesitates a bit, we
smell blood, and we go for it.
That's the feeling I'm left with.”

At the heart of their come-
backs has been the man who
knows Spain better than most
inSpain’ssquad, the man Spain
once coveted, the man who
most Spaniards worship. But for
one evening, they would want
Messitofail --and foroneeven-
ing, Messi wouldn’t mind the
tears of Spain.
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Five logistics hubs around NCR to
serve as freight interchange points

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, July 16

THOUSANDS OF diesel trucks
are stopped at Delhi’s borders
every winter when pollution
curbs under the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP) kick
in, prohibiting their entry. Now,
a proposed network of five
multimodal logistics hubs
around the National Capital
Region (NCR) could allow their
cargo to continue its journey.
These hubs would serve as
freight interchange points out-
side Delhi, where long-haul
diesel trucks from neighbour-
ing states would transfer their
trailers or cargo to electric
trucks for the final leg into the
capital, TheIndian Expresshas
learnt. The plan aims toreduce
freight emissions while im-
proving logistics efficiency.
Proposed under the Centre’s

and Gurgaon. In the initial
phase, it aims to shift nearly
halfofthelong-haul freighten-
tering Delhi to the hub-and-
spoke model. Abhijeet Sinha,
Project Director at NHEV told
TheIndian Express, “Thelong-
term objective is for diesel
truckstostop atthe city’sedge,
with only zero-emission freight
vehicles entering Delhi.”
Officialssaid the phased ap-
proach addresses a recurring
problem logistics operators face
during severe air pollution epi-
sodes. Under Stage IV of GRAP,
entry of diesel medium and
heavy goods vehicles is re-
stricted, except for those carry-
ing essential commodities or
meeting specified exemptions.
This often leaves loaded trucks
stranded outside the city and
disrupts supply chains. The
proposal comes amid growing

heavy-duty trucks enter Delhi
every day, making them one of
the Capital’s biggest yet least-
addressed sources of transport
pollution. While accounting for
onlyafraction of vehiclesonthe
road, these trucks contribute
about 23% of transport-sector
Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5
emissions, with their impact ris-
ingsharply at night when most
are allowed to enter the city.

Freight interchange
Each hub is proposed to be
spread over around six to eight
acres, including a core oper-
ational area of about five acres
and additional space for truck
parking. The first phase would
involve land acquisition, con-
struction of logistics infrastruc-
ture, and installation of charging
stations for electric commercial
vehicles, with operations ex-
pected to begin within the next
16-18 months. Accordingto pro-
jectofficials, land parcelsare cur-
rently being identified and ear-
marked for the facilities.
iall iated with the

concern over emissions from

National Highways for EV
(NHEV), a PPP initiative, they
areplanned at Sonipat, Farida-
bad, Ghaziabad, Greater Noida

freight traffic. A June
study by IIT Delhi, TERTand the
Air Pollution Action Group (A-
PAG) found that nearly 17,000

DRIVE FOR 14-YEAR-OLD GIRLS

New target for Health
Dept: 1.49 lakh HPV
vaccinations in 100 days

b oncha K

project said the challenge is to
secure the periphery and en-
sure no polluting truck enters
Delhi through arterial roads. To

New Delhi, July 16

MORE THAN fourmonthsafter
India launched its nationwide
Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccination programme for 14-
'year-old girls, Delhi hasadmin-
istered roughly 13,500 vaccine
doses, prompting the state gov-
ernment to launch a renewed
push in schools with an ambi-
tious target of vaccinating 1.49
lakhgirls over the next100 days,
The Indian Express has learnt.
Offici

*HPVVACCINATIONNUMBERS

13,500 ciris
vaccinated in Delhi since the
drive began on February 28.
Target: 1.49 lakh vaccinations
across Delhiin next 100 days.
® Campaign intensified in
schools after reopening
following summer vacation.
® Doctors, principals and DDEs
mobilised to boost awareness
and parental consent.

 cervical
. cancer €
o |
® HPV vaccine -

prevents cervical cancer,
which leads to1.2lakhnew
casesand nearly 80,000
deathsannuallyin India.

id the fresh target
comes after the Health depart-
ment reviewed the campaign's
progress following its initial 90
daysand concluded that deeper
engagement with schools
would be critical to accelerating
coverage. “Wedecided tore-ap-
proach the Education depart-
ment for its full cooperation at
the school level. We are giving
this initiative a renewed push
sinceschools have now opened
up after summer vacation. We
aim to achieve 1.49 lakh vacci-
nations in 100 days," a Health
department official said.

India rolled out its national
HPV vaccination programmeon
February 28 to protect 14-year-
old girls against cervical cancer,
aiming to vaccinate nearly 1.15
croregirls annually.

Cervical cancer is the sec-
ond most common cancer
amongwomen in Indiaand re-
mains one of the country's
leading causes of cancer-re-
lated deaths among women.

‘While Delhi's coverage has
steadily risen from around
11,000 doses reported in May to
approximately 13,500 now, of-
ficials acknowledged that prog-

ress has been slower than an-
ticipated, largely because
schools were occupied with
examinations before closing for
the summer vacation.

"We had first written to the
Education department in
March seeking its cooperation
in spreading awareness about
the drive. But soon, examin-
ations started in schools and
then summer vacation began,
creating a gap of nearly over a
month. That is why the prog-
ress slowed," the official said.

‘Withschools reopening, the
Health department has once
againreached outto Education
authorities, holding both vir-
tual and in-person meetings
with deputy directors of educa-
tion (DDESs) across districts as
well as school principals.

"We are personally and vir-
tually interacting with each
DDE in every zone and with
principals to push the pro-
gramme. Doctors from our de-
partment are visiting schools
ontheground tospread aware-
ness about HPV and the vac-
cine,” the official said.

The department has also in-
tensified its communication
campaign to counter vaccine
hesitancy, which officials con-
tinue to identify as one of the
programme's biggest chal-
lenges. "Wearecirculatingvideos
explainingthebenefitsof the vac-
cine and myth-busting misin-
formation. Many people have
fears, so we are sharing videos of
senior doctors explaining why
people should not believe ru-
mours," the official said.

The campaign will focus
heavily ongovernmentschools,
with health officials expecting
classroom-based awareness
sessions, counselling of parents
and coordinated efforts be-
tween teachers and healthcare
‘workerstoimprove vaccineup-
takeoverthe next three months.

Officialsare alsousingtesti-
monials from women who re-
ceived HPV vaccines years ago
to reassure parents. "We are
showing videos of women and
theirsuccessstories. Many who
received the vaccine in 2009
have now given birth and are
healthy," the official said.
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Delhi’s winter pollution plan: For last-mile delivery in
city, cargo from diesel trucks to be transferred to EVs

© Proposed logistics hubs
NH44 — ¢ ySonipat

NH24
|
Ghaziabad |
DELHI n C
~—NH19
NH48 - (- Greater
[y Faridabad ~Noida

£

Manesar NH44 - -
fix this, electronic enforcement
systems are also being planned
along these routes to ensure

Site for hub being
carried out at Hapur on Delhi-

Lucknow highway. creoiT: NHev

that trucks required to use the
freight hubs do not bypass
them and enter Delhi directly.
Unlike conventional trans-
shipment facilities, the pro-
posed model is centred on a
trailer-exchange system. This
means a diesel tractor unit ar-
riving at a logistics hub would
detach its trailer, which would
then be coupled to an electric
tractor for onward movement
into Delhi. Since trailers follow
standard dimensions and

coupling systems, they can be
hauled by tractor units from
different manufacturers, such
as Ashok Leyland or Tata Mo-
‘tors, without opening the con-
tainer, officials said.

In cases where the consig-
nee requires cargo to be segre-
gated or delivered in smaller
loads, the container can be
opened at the logistics hub.
Thesewouldt lan

consolidation, the hubs are ex-
pected to provide charging in-
frastructure for electric com-
mercial vehicles, warehousing
and logistics support, digital
fleet mar and other

state freight, besides 87% of
NOx and 95% of CO emissions.

Their impact is far greater
during the night, when nearly
three-fourths of interstate
truck ter the city b f

ancillary services.

Site selection is underway
along major freight corridors
leading to the capital. Earlier
this month, officials from the
NHEV G project and

sorted accordingto destination
andloaded ontosmaller electric
commercial vehicles, such as
five-orsix-tonne trucks, for last-
mile deliveries, officials said.
The project is currently in the
planningstage, with officials ex-
pecting to submit the proposal
to the government in October.
‘This will be followed by a pilot
inNovember to test both the op-
erational and commercial as-
pects of the model, including
trailer interchange, electronic
enforcement and the pay-per-
use pricing mechanism before
‘wider implementation.

Project documents describe
the facilities as integrated
freight and energy hubs rather
than standalone EV charging
stations. Besides supporting
trailer interchange and freight

the National Highways for EV
‘Working Group, along with rep-
resentatives of logistics com-
pany CJ Darcl Logistics Ltd,
carried outasite assessmentat
Hapur on the Delhi-Lucknow
highway to evaluate its suitabil-
ity for a future multimodal lo-
gistics hub serving freight
movement into the NCR.

Impact on pollution

As per the June study,
16,900 heavy-duty trucks enter
Delhieachday, releasingan es-
timated 52 kg of PM 2.5, three
tonnes of nitrogen oxides
(NOx) and 2.5 tonnes of carbon
monoxide (CO) daily. Older pre-
BS VI trucks, despite account-
ing for just 38 per cent of truck
entries, contribute 62 per cent
of PM 2.5 emissions from inter-

entry restrictions. Between 10
pm and 7 am, heavy-duty
trucks account for nearly 61 per
centoftransport-related PM2.5
emissions, with pollution con-
centrations further aggravated
by lower atmospheric mixing
heights during these hours.

The report had recom-
mended establishing Urban
Consolidation Centres at the
city’s periphery where freight
from long-haul trucks can be
transferred to cleaner vehicles
such as electric or CNG trucks
forlast-mile distribution. Ithad
also recommended deploying
automated Weigh-in-Motion
payload sensors along with Al-
enabled ANPR cameras at toll
plazastoimprove enforcement,
identify overloaded vehicles
and ensure compliance with
freight regulations. According
toproject officials, the proposed
multimodal hubs are intended
to complement such measures
by creating an alternative
freight ecosystem.

Ghaziabad man shoots father dead over property dispute

The deceased owned around 75 bighas
of ancestral land, says family friend

Drishti Jain
Ghaziabad, July 16

AS52-YEAR-OLD farmer was al-
legedly shot dead by his 32-
year-old son following a dis-
pute over ancestral property in
Ghaziabad’s Modinagar late
‘Wednesday, police said.
Assistant Commissioner of
Police (Modinagar) Bhaskar
Verma said Hari Om was shot
deadathisresidenceand died at

thescene. Police have registered
acase of murder under Section
103(1) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) against Nikhil, his
son, whoisal i

Hari Om owned around 75
bighas of ancestral land, a
family friend told The Indian
Express.

“The family also owned
three shops along the Delhi-
Meerut Expressway that had
been rented out. One of the

Chariot Festival

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh pulls the chariot during the Rath
Yatra at Shri Jagannath Mandir Thyagraj Nagar, in New Delhi on

| Thursday. TasHI TOBGYAL

Nikhil, the accused on the run

shops was rented for car repair
‘workand the money used togo
toNikhil,” the friend added.

In her complaint to the po-
lice, Hari Om's wife Meenakshi

(48)alleged that there had been
a long-standing dispute be-
tween her husband and son
overland.

Accordingto police, prelim-
inary investigation suggests
that Nikhil had returned home
allegedly under the influence
ofalcohol.

“Around 11 pm on Wednes-
day, an argument broke out be-
tween the two. My son, en-
raged, opened fire on my
husband,” Meenakshi said in
her complaint, adding that
after hearing the gunshots, she
reached the spot and saw Nik-
hil holding a pistol.

“He fired three bullets in
front of me, after which my
husband fell to the ground. Nik-
hil then fled.”

Police said Hari Om sus-
tained fourbulletinjuries —two
tothe face, onetothe chest, and
onenear thegenital area. Hewas
declared dead at the hospital.

According to the family
friend, Nikhil had also opened
fire on his younger brother in
2018. “But the matter was
settled. Nikhil had developed a
habit of drinking,” he added.

Three police teams have
been formed to trace him, ACP
Verma said.

' ACB busts extortion racket operating
out of Delhi prisons, 6jail wardens,
asst superintendent among 11 arrested

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

THE ANTI-CORRUPTION
Branch (ACB) of the Delhi gov-
ernment said on Thursday that
it has busted an alleged extor-
tion and bribery racket operat-
ing inside the prisons of the
Capital, leading to the arrest of
11 people, including an Assis-
tant Superintendent, six jail
wardens, and two advocates.

Joint Commissioner of Po-
lice (ACB) Vikramyjit Singh said
the investigation had revealed
"awell-organised criminal syn-
dicate" allegedly involving jail
officials, inmates, and advo-
cates who worked together to
extort money from the families
of undertrial prisoners in re-
turn for illegal favours.

The ACB said the accused
allegedly took bribes for ensur-
ing the safety of the undertrial
prisoners, and giving them
preferential treatment.

The case originated from a

| complaint received on February

ACBsaid accused
allegedly took bribes
forensuringthe
safety of the
undertrial prisoners,
and giving them
preferential
treatment

9 in which the complainant al-
leged that he was being forced to
pay money to ensure the safety
and comfort of his father and
brother, both lodged as under-
trial prisoners in a Rohini jail.

The FIR was registered and
ACBlaid atrap, said officers. Six
accused were arrested.

They were Dinesh Dabas,
Pankaj Kumarand Ravi Kumar,
wardens posted at Rohini Jail;
Jogender, head warden at Tihar
Jail; advocate Manish and As-
hishRana, aDelhi resident. The
agency said it recovered an al-
leged bribeamount of Rs 11akh.

The investigation subse-

quently expanded, with the
/ACB analysing bank accounts,
financial transactions, mobile
phone records and digital evi-
dence, according to officers.
Investigators alleged that
money collected through extor-
tion was routed through bank
accounts before being with-
drawn in cash and distributed
amongsyndicate members.
Based on the evidence col-
lected during the investigation,
the ACB arrested five more ac-
cused — Sunil Kumar, an Assis-
tant Superintendent posted at
Rohini Jail; Yogesh and Jagbir,
both wardensat Rohini Jail; ad-
vocate Harender Bansal from
Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh; and Vi-
plove Khari, a Delhi resident.
Officers said the investiga-
tion is continuing to identify
other members of the alleged
syndicate, trace the complete
money trail and establish the
full extent of the conspiracy.
No response from the ac-
cused or their legal represen-
tatives was available.

© Rs 700-CRORE MEDICAL SUPPLIES FRAUD

Key accused flees India, had got anticipatory bail in extortion case days carlier

Nirbhay Thakur &
Pragynesh
New Delhi, July 16

RAJIV RANGILA, a key ac-
cused in the Rs 700 crore medi-
calsupplies procurement fraud
case being probed by the Delhi
Anti Corruption Branch (ACB),
secured anticipatory bail in an
extortion case days before alleg-
edly fleeing India, The Indian
[Expresshaslearnt.

Apharmaceutical trader, as
per the ACB, Rangila is a key
conspirator in the case pertain-
ing to medical procurement
fraud within the Delhi Health
department.

OnJune 30, he was granted
anticipatory bail in a case of

personal enmity lodged in East
Delhi's Laxmi Nagar police sta-
tion for offences of voluntarily
causing hurt, wrongful re-
straint, theft and criminal in-
timidation. Days later, accord-
ingto ACBsources, he allegedly
fled the country.

The extortion case per-
tained to allegations that Ran-
gila and his family called the
complainanttotheirhouseand
wrongfully confined and as-
saulted him. It was also alleged
that the mobile phone, car keys
and wallet of the complainant
were taken by the accused.

The Investigating Officer
(10) had submitted during
court proceedings before a Va-
cation Judge that offences pun-

ishable under sections 127 and
308 (4) (wrongful confinement
and extortion) of the BNS were
added in the case.

‘While the IO opposed Ran-
gila’s pre-arrest bail plea citing
that "extortion" charge had
been added to the case, the of-
ficer opted not to file a reply to

able-and other allegations are
bailable in nature, the court is
of the considered view
that...(this) entitles the ac-
cused/ applicant the protection
of anticipatory bail," Vacation
Judge (Additional Sessions
Judge) Ravindra Kumar Pan-
dey of Karkardooma Court said

Rangila’s application seeking  in his order June 30.
protection from arrest. The Judge added, "...the
"..considering that the sameisal imum punish-

maximum punishment for
which the accused are facing
theinvestigation in the present
FIR is punishable up to three
years imprisonment only and
only allegation of offence pun-
ishable under Section 303 (2) of
BNS, 2023 (theft) is punishable
up to three years is non bail-

able up to seven years and
further norecord has been pro-
duced to show that the allega-
tion of offence punishable
under Section 127/308 (4) of
BNS, 2023 were added or at-
tracted inthe factsand circum-
stances of the case."

As per the ACB's sub-

missions before a Delhi court,
Rangila had multiple cases
against him. His role in the
medical supplies fraud case per-
tained toallegedly creating fake
companies and firms using fic-
titiousowners. Healso allegedly
colluded with manufacturers of
medical equipment to fix
supply rates and the kickbacks
thatwere tobe paid backin cash.

Police said Rangila had two
cases registered against him in
Laxmi Nagar police station. Of-
ficers, however, said that the ex-
tortion case didn't involve any
medical equipment sale as
such. It was related to personal
enmity and non-payment of
some dues, which the other
party had “labelled” as extor-

tion. “These are rumours that
he had a similar sale and pur-
chase of medical equipment
going on in Laxmi Nagar,” a
senior officer said.

The primary accused in the
alleged Rs 700 crore medical
procurement fraud include
former Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS) chief
Dr Vatsala Aggarwal, former
Central Procurement Agency
(CPA) Deputy Controller of Ac-
counts Neeraj Chopra and Dr
Vinod Kumar Ranga, the
former Head of Office CPA.
They had all been arrested by
the ACBlast monthand are cur-
rently in judicial custody.

The case began with a Vigi-
lance Department complaint

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

that ted into an FIR
onJune2,and revolvesaround
widespread irregularities, ma-
nipulated tenders, and the si-
phoning of public funds meant
for medicines, surgical items,
and hospital equipment. The
first arrest in the case came on
June 18, almost two weeks be-
fore Rangila allegedly fled.
After the ACB served
multiple notices to him and he
failed to appear before it, raids
and searches were launched
across Delhi-NCR and Uttarak-
hand to locate him. Over eight
places, including a small Lak-
shmi Nagarshop, were searched
duringraidsonJuly2. Whenthe
ACB reached his house, they
found thatitwaslocked. Rangila

has multi ies, includ-
ing a farmhouse in Karnal and
one property in Rishikesh, the
ACBclaimed.

Thealleged irregularities in
the 700 crore procurement
fraud first came to light in May
this year when the Vigilance
Department conducted raids
after receiving complaints at
the offices of the CPA, which is
the nodal agency responsible
for procuring and supplying
medicines, vaccinesand medi-
cal equipment to Delhi govern-
ment hospitals and healthcare
facilities. Tender specifications
and terms were allegedly
drafted to favour chosen firms
and fake companies were put
on records to create confusion.
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FUNDING TO BE RELEASED IN PHASES

Seed funding of up to
Rs10L for students
in new start-up policy

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, July 16

INWHAT hasbeen pitched asa
first-of-its kind move on a large
scale, students studying in gov-
ernment schools and govern-
ment-funded colleges and insti-
tutions in the Capital will be
eligible forseed fundingofupto

* Key highlights

® To beimplemented in 11 state
universities, 13 government-aided
colleges, [Tls and polytechnic
institutions

® Only for students, not general
public, says government

Rsl0lakhtolaunchtheirentre- X400 cr

preneurial ventures under the  Total budget allocation

Start-Up and Incubation policy

approved by the Delhi govern- ¥40cr

ment, offici idon Thursday. Eudget gllocanon for
“Ourgovernmentwill invest centres ===

Rs 400 crore in the policy over
thenext five years. The policy is
not just to help people launch
start-ups, but to transform
Delhi's youth from job seekers
intojobcreators,” Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said.

The CM said the policy will
be implemented across 11 state
universities, 13 government-
funded colleges, p -

onstudents with the Delhi gov-
ernment investing on a large-
scale.

Under the policy, officials
added, the government also
plans to strengthen incubation
centers in schools and colleges.
Besides, new incubation centers
willbesetupatth

Minister said.

‘Under the policy, the govern-
ment will also organise an An-
nual ‘Delhi Start-up Youth Fes-
tival’ to bring together young
innovators, educational institu-
tions, start- ups, investors, in-
dustry representatives and po-
licymakers on a common
platform toshowcase newideas,
build partnerships and inspire
entrepreneurship among the
youth.

Further, a State Incubation
Policy Monitoring Committee
(SIPMC) will be set up compris-
ing members from government
, educational institutions and
industry, to oversee the imple-
‘mentation of the policy.

Govtattacks AAP

The previous AAP govern-
‘ment had also floated astart-up
policy butitnevertook off. How-
ever, iti 1Business

school to nurture

Blasters scheme in schools for

stitutes, and Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs) and Delhi gov-
ernment schools.

She added that the policy
aims to build a strong innova-
tion ecosystem across the edu-
cational institutions of the Capi-
tal. The alumni of Delhi
governmentschools will alsobe
eligible to secure seed funding
under this policy.

Education Minister Ashish
Sood said, “This policyis not for
general public...the aim is to
helpstudentsdevelopand incu-
batetheirideasatan earlylevel,
sothatbythe time they passout
from schools and college, they
become job providers...by
har ing students at every

ideas among students and help
themexecuteit.

The CM said the govern-
ment will provide one-time fi-
nancial assistancetoeligiblein-
stitutions for setting up and
strengthening  incubation
centres.

In addition, these centres
will receive annual operational
support for mentoring, net-
working, innovation activities
and the overall development of
the start-up ecosystem.

“Start-ups associated with
theseincubation centres will re-
ceive financial assistance at dif-
ferent stages of their growth.
‘The support will cover various

stage from guiding them from
idea stage to developing proto-
typetill they take patent for their
innovation.”

Industries Minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa underlined
that the student-focussed policy
promises “Rs10lakh fund in dif-
ferent stages of their projects
growth.”

Incubation centres,
annual fairs

As per officials, this will be a
first-of-its kind policy focused

Muslimman
assaultcase:
After SCrap,
Noida Police
invokes hate
crimecharges

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, July 16

ACTING ON Supreme Court’s
directions, the Noida Police has
filed a supplementary charge-
sheet invoking hate crime
charges against five men ac-
cused of assaultingand robbing
a 62-year-old Muslim man in
2021

DuringahearingonJuly 14,
Additional Solicitor General K
M Nataraj informed a bench of
Justices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehtathat the investigat-
ingofficer’s report has been for-
warded to the state
government for prosecution
sanction. The court granted the
Uttar Pradesh government four
weeks to secure this approval.

The supplementary charge-
sheet invokes sections 153B,
which punishes imputations
prejudicial to national integra-
tion, and 295A that criminalises
deliberateacts intended to out-
ragereligious feelings, of the In-
dian Penal Code.

It details the statement of
Kazeem Ahmad Sherwani,
who testified during investiga-
tion that he was offered a
shared car ride to Aligarh from
NoidaonJuly4,2021. Once in-
side the car, the accused alleg-
edly locked the doors and beat
him.

According to Sherwani, the
attackers called him a "mulla",
repeatedly pulled hisbeard, re-
moved his skull cap and
stripped him naked. The driver
allegedly told an accomplice to
"gouge out this Mulla's eyes"

phases, i prototype de-
velopment, proof of concept,
product development, market
validation and commercialisa-
tion, enabling promising ideas
to grow into successful enter-
prises,” she said.

Incubation centres will pro-
vide young entrepreneurs with
modern infrastructure, expert
mentoring, business advisory
services, intellectual property
support, access to laboratories
and testing facilities, as well
asopportunities toconnect with
investorsand industry, the Chief

students in 2021 under which
students studying in Class XI
and XII were to be given Rs
2,000 to start their businesses
under Entrepreneurship Mind-
set Curriculum.

Later, the AAP government
announced in the 2024-25
Budget that this scheme will be
expanded to universities and
ITIsand allocated Rs 15 crore.

Attacking the previous gov-

ernment, however, Education
Minister Sood said, “As per the
records and files that we have
seen, the previous AAP govern-
‘mentdid nothing but publicity.
Its scheme started in 2021 and
ended in 2022. The entire
budget allocated for the project
was Rs 22 crore, whereas our
budget for this policy is Rs 400
crore. It is a full-fledged policy
that aims to develop and nur-
ture young minds and their
ideas, and help them become
future business leaders and
entrepreneurs.”
He added that students can
draw inspiration for innovative
ideasrelated tonewage techno-
logies such as Artificial Intelli-
gence and drones will be wel-
come and the government will
support them.

HC lawyers call off strike
over jurisdiction concerns

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 16

‘THE DELHIHigh Court Bar As-
sociation (DHCBA) on Thurs-
day suspended its call for ab-
stention from work even as
several lawyers, predominantly
practicingintellectual property
(IP) law, continued to flag con-
cerns over the proposed en-
hancement of the pecuniary ju-
risdiction of Delhi's district
courts from the present Rs 2
crore to Rs 10 crore.

pearing before courts for three
consecutive days since July 14.
The thaw in the abstention
from work comes after the
members of the association
met Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal on Thursday.
The DHCBA was also called
upon and assured by Chief Jus-
tice DK Upadhyaya that their
concerns, submitted asarepre-
sentation, shall be considered.

Several senior advocates
also have flagged a lack of in-

'Govt plans to rope in hotel chains to operate and

maintain Kejriwal’s former Civil Lines bungalow

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, July 16

MOVING FORWARD with its
plan to develop former Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s
official residence at 6, Flagstaff
Road, as a state guest house-
cum-cultural centre, the Delhi
Government has asked the Pub-
lic Works Department (PWD) to
explore planstoropeintop hotel
chains to operate and maintain
the property, which the BJPhad
dubbed as ‘Sheesh Mahal'.

Officials said the PWD has
alsobeen asked to complete the
unfinished camp office located
next to the bungalow located in
Civil Lines.

“The previous AAP govern-
ment wasbuildinga two-storey
building as a camp office. The
broad structure has been con-
structed but aftera Vigilancein-
quiry was initiated into the al-
leged irregularities in relation to
the renovation of the former
CM’s residence, the work re-
mained incomplete,” a senior
official said.

“Interiorworkslike painting
and electrical works, among
others, are pending... The PWD

The 6, Flagstaff Road bungalow in New Delhi. fiLe

now hasbeen asked tocomplete
theworksothatitcanbeusedto
host people and hold confer-
ences or meetings as part of the
state guest house plan,” the offi-
cialadded.

PWD Minister Parvesh Sahib
Singh said that instead of
handing over the bungalow to
any corporation, the govern-
ment is exploring options to
partner with top hotel and hos-
pitality chains that can profes-
sionally manage and run the
property.

Maintaining that project will
help the government generate

revenue, hesaid, “The PWD has
beendirected tocomeupwitha
plan. Discussions are going on
to rope in professional players,
so that it can be developed and
managed professionally.”

“The main residence (bun-
galow) does not require that
much work but the other one
(camp office) requires interior
work... Also, there are plans to
build a conference room, a
boarding facility, arestaurantor
a cafeteria where visitors from
here and abroad can stay and
have food...they can also partici-
pateinevents...”

The final approval to this
proposal is yet to be given by
higher authorities, the minister
said.

Like other state guest
houses, the bungalow will be
used to house travelling min-
isters and officials for a fee. Ac-
cording to officials, while inter-
national delegates will visit
occasionally, therestof thetime,
thebungalow couldbeused asa
bed and breakfast facility.

Theyadded thatonce devel-
oped as a state guest house-
cum-cultural centre, thebunga-
lowwill have rooms for guests, a
conference hall, meeting
spaces, and an auditorium in
‘which cultural and artistic pro-
grammes, exhibitions and offi-
cial ceremonies can be held.

Theincomplete campoffice,
meanwhile, is coming up on a
plot measuring 1,500 square
yard. According to information
shared by the government ear-
lierinthe Delhi Assembly, about
Rs 25 crore has been spent on it
before the work was stopped.
The camp office was allegedly
estimated to cost around Rs 60
crore, said an official.

Kejriwal and his family had

Day 19 of Sonam Wangchuk hunger strike

Samajwadi Party MP Dimple Yadav interacts with climate activist Sonam Wangchuk during his hunger strike at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi
on Thursday. Cockroach Janata Party founder Abhijeet Dipke, SP MLA Ragini Sonkar and others can also be seen. p1i

lived inthe Civil Linesbungalow
for almost a decade since 2015.

In 2022, the Delhi Vigilance
department had initiated anin-
quiry on the case of alleged "ir-
regularities and cost escalation
in renovation of the house" by
PWD in the revamp of the exist-
inghouse.

The BJP had dubbed it the
‘Sheesh Mahal’ to mock the al-
leged luxurious and controver-
sial renovations to the bunga-
low. During the 2025 election
campaign, it had displayed
miniaturereplicasof the bunga-
lowatitsralliesand public meet-
ings.

The renovation of the prem-
ises led to its built-up area in-
creasing by more than a third —
from 1,397 sq m t0 1,905 sq m —
and the PWD had revised its pre-
liminary estimates of the cost of
renovation four times.

Areport by the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) put
the cost of the renovation at Rs
33.66 crore, more than 340%
higher than estimated. Of this,
Rs18.88 crore was spent on “su-
periorspecifications, artistic, an-
tique and ornamental” items,
the CAG had said.
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Day after 3-yr-old found dead in drain, man arrested for murder

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

ADAY after the body of athree-
year-old girl was found in a
drain in South West Delhi, a37-
'year-old man accused of killing
her was arrested on Thursday
following an exchange of gun-
fire, said police. The man lived
inthesameareaasthechild, of-
ficers added.

The child went missing on
July10 and her body was found
in a drain in the early hours of

July 15, according to officers.

Chandan Kumar, the ac-
cused, allegedly told police that
he Kkilled the child and threw
away the body in a drain. The
motivebehind the crime is still
being investigated, said of-
ficers.

According to police, in-
formation regardingthe disap-
pearance of the three-year-old
girl was received on the even-
ingof July10. A case under Sec-
tion 137(2) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), was

lodged and an investigation
was initiated. During the inter-
vening night of July 14 and 15,
police received information
about the recovery of a child’s
body.

A Crime Branch team and
forensic experts inspected the
spot, while the post-mortem
examination confirmed that
the child had been murdered
before her body was dumped in
the drain. “During the investi-

gation, police analysed CCTV

footage from the area and

identified Chandan as a sus-
pect after finding his move-
ments suspicious. Acting on
the leads, a police team raided
his hideout on Thursday,” said
DCP Amit Goel.

Police said the accused
opened fire when officers at-
tempted to apprehend him in
the early hours of Thursday. In
retaliation, the police fired one
round, injuring him in the left
leg. He was overpowered and

taken into custody, said of-
ficers. A country-made pistol
and one live cartridge were re-
covered from his possession.

He was shifted to a hospital
for treatment following his ar-
rest. Theaccused is a tailor. His
wifeand son reside in his native
village in Ballia. Police said
further investigation is under-
way, while appropriate legal ac-
tion is being taken in accord-
ance with law.

depth consultation process.

Pecuniary jurisdiction
refers to the limit on the auth-
ority of a court to hear a case
based on the monetary value of
the matterindispute. Itensures
thatacourtthatislowerinahi-
erarchy of courts cannot take
up a case involving a property
of value exceeding a specified
ceiling or cap.

Lawyers from the High
Court had abstained from ap-

PFC CONSULTING LIMITED

(A wheliy owned subsidiary of PFC Limited)
“Urjanidhi®, 1, Barakhamba Lane, Connaught Place,
ndia) Fax: 011-23443990

Regd. Office: First Fl

New Delhi -

GLOBAL INVITATION ;THRGUGH E-BIDDING ONLY)
FOR SELECTION OF TRANSMISSION SERVICE PROVIDER ON BUILD, OWN, OPERATE AND
TRANSFER (BOOT) BASIS FOR INTRA-STATE TRANSMISSION PROJECT IN MAHARASTRA

Chhqtrﬂpntl Shlvu]l Maharaj

1% laor, Terminal 1, Chratrapat Shivaji Mahars] Internationsl Airpart,
Santacruz (E). Mumbai - 400 099

EXTENSION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Mumbai International Airport Limited (MIAL), the concessionaire of
CSM\A Mumbai is inviting accredited agencies to submit their EOL fur

“INTERIOR FACADE & MEPF WORKS OF AIRPORT TRAINING CENTE
& GUEST ROOMS PROJECT AT TERMINAL-1 OF CHHATRAPATI sHWAJl
MAHARAJ INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, MUMBAI
Interestad agencies are raquested to visit the wahssls

i and obtain the EQl documents,

EOI documents shall be available for download tll 5:00 pm IST on
277 July 2026

oor,

110001,

PFC Limited, a wholly
India Undenamng). mvnes propos
Transfer (BOOT) b

iary of Power Finance Corporation Limiled (A Government of
als for seing up of ransmission projects on Buid, Own, Operate and

Interested hmders may refer 1o

The Bidders may obtain the RFP

e-mail: pfecl.itp@pfein

https://www.mstcecommerce.com and hitps:/iwww.pfcclindia.com.

(IST) from 17.07.2026 to ane working day prior to bid
below on payment of a non-refundable fee of Rs. 500,000/~ or USD 7,000 plus applicable GST @18%
from 9" Floor, Wing ~ A, Statesman House, Gonnaught Place, New Delhi -
a.com. The RFP documents can also be downloaded from
https://'www.mstcecommerce.co

55 0f ‘Request for Proposal” (RFP).
the RFP nnnncaunr\ ar\n RFP documents available on the website

documants on all working days Between 10:30 hrs (IST) and 16:00 hrs
for the project

110001, Tel.: 91-11-23443996,;

m and http com, however, in such case, Interested

1o those bidders, who have obtainet

party can submit Response to RFP only on submission of non-refundable lee of Rs. 5,00,000/- or USD 7,000
plus applicable GST (@18% separately. The survey report and i

day prior to bid submission date. Bidders should regularly visit

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING

171 Mallepally Campus, 1st Floor, Vijayanagar Colony, Mallepally Hyderabad - 500057
Phone No. 040-23221705 E-mail: cettelangana@gmail.com
No: PM-SETU/3427/2024 Date: -07-2026
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) NOTIFICATION
(Through e-Procurernent Portal)

Department of Employment and Training invites Request for Proposal (RFP) from Anchor|
Industry Partners (AIP) interested in Collaborating on the Upgradation of 6 HUB and 24
SPOKE ITI Institutions in the State under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme PM-SETU
(Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation through Upgraded (ITis) -
Component-I: Upgradation of Industrial Training Institutes (ITis). This Request For,
Proposal (RFP) is issued in accordance with the Government of Telangana's
e-Procurement Portal.

The Request for Proposal (RFP) document for another three (3) clusters can be

m the Telangana e-Procurement Portal starting from 13-07-2026. The
last date for uploading pleted RFP along with through the
e-Procurement Portal is 28-07-2026 before 5:00 P.M. The corresponding Tender IDs are:
716412, 716415 and 716418.

For more information, please visit the Website:https://etenders telangana.govin For|
assistance, you may contact: 040-23221 705/ or visit the office in person during working
Sd/- AKANTHI WESLEY

DIRECTOR
f Employment & Training|

(Advertisement No. RECTT./07/2026)

Delhi State Cancer Institute (DSCI) is a chain of

ued
d/ purchased RFP documents by pay!ng requu:lte fes at least one working

..ifany. 1 asfollows:

S. |Name of Transmission Sche
No.

me | Last Date for seeking | Last Date for submission
clarifications of response to RFP
yyyy)

Date of opening
of Response to

with a screwdriver, which
struck Sherwani's nose, before
they robbed him of Rs 1,200.
The inclusion of these
charges marks areversal for the
police. Although the alleged at-
tacktook place in July 2021, the
police initially did not register
afirstinformation report (FIR).
This prompted Sherwani toap-
proach the Supreme Court.

. |Transmission Scheme for
establishment of 400/220 kV
AIS Malegaon Saundane SS,
Dist (Nashik)

18.09.2026 up to
16:00 hrs (IST)

06 08.2026 18.09.2026 up 1o

15:30 hrs (IST)

An Inifiative of

Gowernment of Maharashira

Note: PFC Gonsulting Limited reserves the right to cancel or modify the process without assigning any reason
and without any liability. This s not an offer.

Bid Process Coordinatar Initiative Partner
/W
—
]

State Transmission Utllity
Maharashtra

 CONSULTING LTD.

(A GovL. of India Undertaking)

A i Cancer Care Institutions under the
Government of NCT of Delhi established under the Societies
Registration Act of 1860.
To achieve the aims and to expand its services further for the
patients, the Institute invites Applications for Senior
Consultant in Radiology Deptt., on visiting basis, from the
willing persons who feel capable to accept challenges in the
field.
The recruitment will be made as per the details available in
the advertisement. Interested candidates may visit hospital
website i.e. https://dsci.delhi.gov.in or Delhi Govt. website
i.e. https://health.delhi.gov.in/ for further details.
Sd/-
(Dr Savita Arora)

DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/0143/26-27 Director, DSCI

F. No. 4/1/2020-RE
Government of India
Ministry of Finance
Department of Economic Affairs
(Financial Markets Division)

Filling up one post of Whole-Time Member
in International Financial Services Centres
Authority

The Government of India invites applications from
the eligible candidates for filling up one post of
‘Whole-Time Member in International Financial
Services Centres Authority, Gandhinagar,
Gujarat. The Whole-Time Member shall have an
option to receive pay as admissible to an
Additional Secretary to the Government of India or
a consolidated salary of Rupees Five Lakh (Rs.
5,00,000/-) per month.
The particulars of the post and eligibility
conditions may be seen on the Ministry's website at
https://dea.gov.in/offerings-vacancies  under
Department of Economic Affairs.
Applications of eligible candidates in the
prescribed proforma along with certified copies of]
required documents may be forwarded, through
proper channel (wherever applicable) so as to reach
to the undersigned in the Department of]
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Room
No. 10042, Kartavya Bhavan-1, New Delhi-
110001 on or before 14th August, 2026
Incomplete applications and applications received
after the last date shall not be considered.
Sd/-
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-2401 3064
CBC 15201/11/0003/2627

epaper.indianexpressmm.. .
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NCP reunionbuzzback: Tatkare says |

talks halted after Ajit Pawar’s death

Alok Dest !

History Lessons

AFTER STAYINGsilenton
Sonam Wangchuk’s hunger
strike over the NEET contro-
versy, the Congress on
Thursday extended its sup-
porttotheactivistonthe
19th day of his fast. Congress
general secretary, organisa-
tion, K C Venugopal assured
‘Wangchuk that the Congress
will confront the Narendra
Modigovernmentand de-
mand the resignation of the
Education Minister. Sources
said itwas Sonia Gandhi who
‘wanted the party toback
‘Wangchukeventhougha
section of Congressleaders
‘wassceptical aboutjoining
theactivist or the Cockroach
Janata Party ontheissue.
Gandhi, party insiderssaid,
pointed out thatin 1984, the
thenPM, Indira Gandhi, had
flowntoLehto meet Wang-
chuk’s father Sonam Wan-
gyal, whowas onahunger
strike seeking Scheduled
Tribe status for Ladakhis.
Indirahad persuaded Wan-
gyaltoend the hungerstrike.

To Err Is Humour

ASLIP of the tongue during
theannouncement of
Samajwadi Party MP Dimple
Yadav’sarrival on the stage,
‘where activist Sonam Wang-
chukissittingonahunger
strike, lightened the sombre
mood at Jantar Mantar fora
moment. As she walked to-
wards Wangchuk with other
senior SPleaders, the Main-
puri MP was mistakenly in-
troduced as “yuva MP
Dimple Kapadia”, before
being corrected by the
crowd. The announcer tried
tomake up forthe error by
repeating her name

several times, eliciting
laughter from the youth pro-
testing at thesite.

Catch’Em Young

UNION JAL Shakti Minister
CRPatilhaslauncheda
unique initiative to promote
awareness about water con-
servation amongschool-
children. As part of the cam-
paign, notebooks featuring
aphoto of PM Narendra

Mumbai, July16

REIGNITING TALK of a merger
ofthe Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) and the NCP (SP), the
former’s state chief Sunil Tat-
karesaid Thursday that the Sha-
rad Pawar-led party had stopped
the reunification process after
Ajit Pawar’s death earlier this
yearand thatitwould expressits
opinion ifthe talks restart.

The comments came a day
after Tatkare’smeeting with Ma-
harashtra Deputy Chief Minister
and NCP national president Su-
netraPawar, Ajit’swife, ended on
asour note. Sunetra, it is learnt,
asked Tatkare why he and NCP
working president Praful Patel
didn’tinform her about their
meeting with CM DevendraFad-
navis late Tuesday night. NCP
(SP) senior MLA Jayant Patil’s
presence at the CM’s Mumbai
home, Varsha, Tuesday night
fuelled speculation about the
merger being back on the table.

The NCP had split in 2023,
when the late Ajit broke away
with a majority of MLAS to join
the BJP-led Mahayuti alliance.
However, since his death in an
aircraft crash in January, there
has been speculation about the
two NCPs reuniting. This has
played outamid abuzzabout Su-
netra facing pushback from the
oldguardassheand hersonstry
toassert control over the organ-

Express News Service
Chandigarh, July 16

INDIA'S FIRST hydrogen-
powered train, to be flagged off
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi from Haryana’s Jind rail-
way station Friday, has multiple
layers of safety features that can
detect gas leak, heat, and
smoke, and an automatic shut-
off system that will cut off the
hydrogen supply, without wait-
ingfor manual reaction, in case
anything unusual is found.
“The train is fitted with de-
vices that continuously watch
for hydrogen leaks, unusual
heat, flames or smoke, so any
problem is caught within sec-
onds. On top of this, non-stop
ventilation keeps air moving
through the train at all times, so
that even if a tiny amount of
hydrogen were to leak, it gets
salely carried away and diluted

Modianda our-
aging water conservation
arebeing distributed to stu-
dentsinvillages along the
banks of the Gangain Uttar
Pradesh. The notebook fo-
cuses especially on
Varanasi, whichis also PM
Modi’s constituency. Ear-
lier, the ministry had
launched the Jal Sanchay
JanBhagidari campaign fol-
lowing PM Modi's call for
greater community partici-
pation in water
conservation efforts.

ir instead of collect-
mg anywhere,” a statement is-
sued by the Ministry of Railways
read. “Thereisalsoan automatic
shut-off system. If anything un-
usual is detected, it can auto-
matically cut off the hydrogen
supply onitsown, without wait-
ingfora person toreact.”

‘With the launch of the 10-
coach train, which will operate
between Jind and Sonipat sec-
tion of Northern Railway, India
willjoinaselect group of nations
thathasadopted the cleantech-

| nology. “India becomes one of

NCP state chief Sunil Tatkare

isation. “Both parties discussed
the merger when Ajit Pawar was
alive. We would have supported
the merger decision to be taken
by him. But after his death, the
talks stopped. Their (NCP-SP)
leaders later, at their state-level
programme, announced that
the issue of merger is over for

EXPLAINED

Turbulence

in the party

The turbulence in the NCP
hasbeenbrewingsince
AjitPawar diedinan
aircraft crash earlier this
year. Sunetra Pawar has
tried to hold onto the orga-
nisation along with her
sons. However, this hasled
to friction between her and
the senior leadership. Mur-
murs among MLAs also in-
dicate that merger could
energise the party, butno

our constituency. We did not
meet Jayant Patil there.” He,
however, denied reports of arift
with Sunetra Pawar. “T had a
very good equation with Ajit
dadaand Ishare the same with

harashtra, while Tatkare has
'maintained that he will continue
tohead the party in the state.
The party hasalsodecided it
will not respond to the legal no-
tice from its. natlonal secretary

Sunetra vahini (sist
Thereis noquestion of miscom-
munication or her being upset
with me for anything,” he said.
Sources, however, said that
at a meeting with Tatkare Wed-
nesday, Sunetra expressed un-
happiness at being kept out of
theloopaboutthe meetingatthe
CM'shome. Tatkare told Sunetra
that he and Patel met Fadnavis
after coming to know that the
NCP(SP) might support the De-
limitation Bill. They wanted to

Sachchic 1challeng-
ing Sunetra’s appointment as
NCP national president. “It is
unnecessary toeven respondto
it.Ifthereis any malafideinten-
tionbehind sending this notice,
let that be out in the open after
we decide not to respond toit,”
saidasourceclosetothe Pawars.

The infighting and lack of
communicationin NCPhaveleft
the organisation hamstrung,
with several key appointments
kept on hold. It doesn’t have

them. If n,only
then canwetell ouropinion,”ac-
cording to Tatkare.

‘This is the first time a senior
NCP leader has publicly ac-
knowledged that the merger of

one ha; raised the
matter with the leadership.

said after the unfortunate death
of Ajit Pawar that the merger

1. We

thetwop: tohappen  talks most

and that Ajit was on board with ~ were not taken seriously back
it. Thedayafter Ajit’sdeath, The ~ then.Idon't think any proposal
Indian Expressreportedthatthe  hasgone fromourside.”

two NCPs were set to make the
reunificationannouncementon
February 8 before the tragedy
struck. The talks were at an ad-
vanced stage at the time and
leaders from the two sides were
preparing the ground for a for-
mal reunification following the
ZillaParishad poll results. Asked
about the status of the merger
talks, Patil said, “We repeatedly

Patil said he would meet
Deputy CM Eknath Shinde
Thursday night toraise theissue
of the disqualification of a mu-
nicipal council chairman in his
constituency. He claimed to
have raised the matter at the
Tuesday meeting with Fadnavis.

Asked about the meeting at
Varsha, Tatkare said, “We had
gone to discuss work related to

'EXPRESS special

Hydrogen Train rolls out today; leak detectors,
auto shutdown, real-time monitoring on track

X/ @RAILMININDIA

Thetrain has 10

the select group of nations that
have such trains. This will go a
long way in ensuring that India
adopts clean technology in the
railway sector,” Modi said.
Unlike electric trains that
draw power from overhead
wires, the Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Trainset generateselectricity on
board through a Proton Ex-
change Membrane (PEM) fuel
cell. Hydrogen stored in cylin-
dersreacts with oxygen fromthe
atmosphere to produce electric-
ity for the traction motors, with
water vapour and heat as the
only direct by-products.
“Inasense, the train carries
itsown source of power, butin-
stead of burning traditional
fuels, generates electricity
using oxygen from the atmos-
phere,” as per the ministry’s
statement. As electricity isgen-
erated on board through clean-
hydrogen technology, the train
represents the greenest form of

pacity of 2,600

rail propulsion, powering the
future of sustainable mobility.

Given hydrogen’s highly
flammable nature, the train is

’s N0 miscommuni-

for the youth and

cationbetween the CMand their
party, Tatkare is learnt to have
told Sunetra. “She asked why
neitherof the twothoughtitwas
important to let her knowinad-
vance about it,” asource said.

Divided into 2 camps
The NCP increasingly looks
fractured, with one group cling-
ing on to the Pawars — Sunetra
and hersons—becausetheyare
the ones at the helm and in
powerand theother feelingside-
lined after the emergence of
Parth Pawar, the Deputy CM’s
elder son. Sources close to Su-
netra have hinted that Parth is
looking to replace Tatkare with
oneofthe MLAs from north Ma-

Manntoreceive
PM, skip event

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann will re-
ceive Prime Minister Narendra
Modi “as per the protocol” in
Chandigarh Friday, but is un-
likely to attend an official func-
tioninJalandharwhere the PM
will lay the foundation stone of
railand road infrastructure pro-
jects worth over Rs 5470 crore.

The ruling AAP’s lone Rajya
Sabha member from state and
environmentalist Balbir Singh
Seechewal will, however, attend

equipped with the PM* event. The
safety systems. The loco pilot’s ~ PM’s helicopter is likely to land
cabinhasbeendesignedtokeep  atRajindraPark, Chandigarh, lo-

the person safe, with a special
mode that allows the train to be
movedtosafetyinanemergency
and ascreen that shows the loco
pilot the real health of the whole
system at all times. The dedi-
cated hydrogen storage, com-
pression and dispensing facility
established at Jind too has simi-
larsafety features, mcludmgleak
and flame detector:

cated opposite the CM’s house.
From there Modiwill proceed to
the PGIMER before leaving for
Jalandhar. “The Chief Minister
will receive the Prime Minister
at Rajindra Park and fulfil the
protocol. Beyond that, however,
the Chief Minister is unlikely to
travel to Jalandhar,” a senior of-
ficialsaid. KANCHAN VASDEV

shutdown systems, fire alarms
and water spray arrangements.
At the facility, water is split into
hydrogen and oxygen through
electrolysis and is then stored
safelyindedicatedstorage tanks.

Thetrain has an operational
speed of 75 kmph and a design
speed of 110 kmph on the 89-km

Jind-Sonipat route. The train
has 10 coaches with a capacity
of around 2,600 passengers,
demonstrating the scalability of
hydrogen-powered rail trans-
port for high-capacity passenger
operationson non-electrified or
difficult-to-electrify routes.

‘women’s wings. It has failed to
appoint a new chairperson for
the state Women’s Commission
after Rupali Chakankar’s resig-
nation. The finance portfoliothat
it had been assured of also ap-
pearstobe out of reach now. Ajit
used to hold the portfolio, but
after his death the department’s
responsibility was taken up by
Fadnavis. Murmurs among the
MLAs also indicate that the
merger of the two NCPs could
energisetheparty,butnoonehas
officially raised the matter with
theleadership. Sources informed
that unless the Pawar family
reaches a consensus on the
leadership issue, things are un-
likely to move forward.

Koel Mallick took oath as TMC
Rajya Sabha MP on April 6. FiLe

TMC's Koel Mallick
resigns from Rajya
Sabha, meets

Bhupender Yadav

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, July 16

AMID THE exodus of leaders
from the Mamata Banerjee-led
TMC, actor Koel Mallick re-
signed asthe party’sRajyaSabha
MP Thursday, three months
after being nominated to the
‘Upper House of Parliament.

Shortly after, she met Union
Minister and BJP veteran Bhu-
pender Yadav at his home in
Delhi, sparkingabuzzabout her
next move. Mallickis the fourth
Rajya Sabha MP to quit after
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, Sush-
mita Dev and Prakash Chik Ba-
raik, who joined the BJP earlier
thismonth. Later, the BJP nomi-
nated them for the election to
the three seats they vacated.

Reacting to Mallick’s resig-
nation, Banerjee, without nam-
ingher, said those who are leav-
ing have “pressure of CBI, ED
and police cases” and urged
that “those who want to leave
should do so before July 21
(Martyrs’ Day)”.

Former Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi at the
Congress headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday. aniL sHarMA

Cong refuses to blink,
Channi says ‘will abide
by party decision’

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, July 16

WITH THE Congress refusing
to blink on the issue of Punjab
leadership, former chief min-
ister Charanjit Singh Channi
and former deputy chief min-
ister Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawa on Thursday professed
adherence to the party high
command’s decision.

“All is well. We are with the
party and will obey all the direc-
tions of the party high com-
mand,” Channi said. He was
talking to reporters in Delhi
after ameeting with AICC gen-
eral secretary (Organisation) K
C Venugopal. Apart from
Channi and Randhawa, MLAs
Pargat Singh and Rana Gurjeet
Singhtooattended the meeting
thatlasted around three hours.

Channi, and the others who
owe: alleganceto him, hadbeen

after the high command
asked Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring to continue as party’s
Punjab unit chief ahead of As-
sembly polls in the state early
next year. “We were called here
today and have put across our

our party president and all our
workers and leaders stand
firmly with the party and will
continue to do,” Channi said.
Healsosoughttoscotchany
speculation on the wideningrift
within the party in Punjab.
“There has been an unnecess-
ary media trial. We had no in-
tention of embarrassinganyone
orbelittling anyone. We want to
takethe party forward. The high
command heard us and what-
ever decision it takes, we will ac-
cept it and move forward ac-
cordingly,” he said, adding that
when “we held the meeting in
Chandigarh, ouronlyintention
was to put across our point of
view to Bhupesh Baghelji”.
Withvoices of dissent getting
stronger after Warring was re-
tained asPPCCchief, thecentral
leadership had rushed Baghel to
Punjab where he stayed for six
days, met the leaders, and gave
areportto Venugopal in Delhion
‘Wednesday. Baghel had also in-
dicated status quo in Punjab
leadership change “isnotagame
of puppets”. Sources in Congress
say that the riot act was read out
to the dissident leaders and it

pointofview. Iwant: keone
thing absolutely clear and that
is that we stand with the party.
Rahul Gandhi is our leader, we
love himand we will liveand die
with him. Mallikarjun Khargeis

tothemthatthey
willhavetoobey the decisions of
the high command. It was also
conveyed tothem that their pub-
lic statements were showing
party in poor light.

PM speaks to Amir of Qatar,
conveys condolences on
passing of the Father Amir

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Thursday spoke tothe
Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, and con-
veyed his heartfelt condolences
on the passing of the Father
Amir, Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani.

Modi also said the departed
leader’s enduring legacy will
continue to guide the two na-
tions for further strengthening
thestrategic partnership. Father
Amir died on July 12 at the age
of 74. After his death, the Central
government had declared one-
day national mourning on July
13 asamarkof respect, with the
national flag flown at half-mast
throughout the country.

“Spoke with H.H. Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani,
the Amirof Qatarand conveyed
heartfelt condolences on the

passingof H.H. the Father Amir,
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani. Recalled his deep affec-
tion for India, his warmth to-
wards the Indian communityin
Qatarand hissteadfast commit-
ment to India-Qatar relations.
His enduring legacy will con-
tinuetoguide our two countries
as we further strengthen our
Strategic Partnership,” Modi
said inaposton X.

Recalling the Father Amir’s
contributionsasthe chiefarchi-
tect of modern Qatar, “Prime
Minister paid tribute to his vi-
sionaryleadership, and recalled
his pivotal role instrengthening
India-Qatar relations over the
years as well as his deep affec-
tion for India and the Indian
community in Qatar,” the PMO
said. It also said the Amir of
Qatar thanked the PM for his
call and conveyed his appreci-
ation for the words of supportin
this difficult hour.

Channi, Satluj & ghosts of Pun]ab’s pas A note of pre-poll caution for parties

WEEKLY INSIGHT INTO WHAT'S CHANGING
INNATIONAL POLITICS - AND WHY

IN THE past couple of weeks,
“Channi” and “Satluj” have
dominated Punjab’s political
lexicon and are likely to play a
role in shaping the poll nar-
rative in the state ahead of As-
sembly elections early next
'year. However, amid the churn
triggered by the two, there is
somethingthat all parties vying
to capture power in the state
must bear in mind: they are
dealing with a sensitive border
state at a time when the neigh-
bourhood is unsettled and the
global order equally uncertain.

Both may damage the pros-
pects of the Congress in a state
that, like Kerala, hasbeenalow-
hanging fruit for the party. That
is, unless the Congress displays
flexibility and brings on board
Charanjit Singh Channi, its

miffed former Chief Minister
who wants to be the person at
the helm of the party leading
into the elections.

Channibecame Punjabs first
Dalit CM in September 2021,
only four months before the
electionsweredue. Inascramble
todecide who would be CM, his
namewasvirtually pulled out of
the hat following Captain Amar-
inderSingh’sresignation. Singh,
the Raja of Patiala, had become
the target of attacks led by
former cricketer Navjot Singh
Sidhu that, according to several
insiders, wereencouraged by the
high command.

Thanks to its warring fac-
tions, the Congress failed tocapi-
talise on the historic moment of
havinga Dalit CM. Until Channi
came along, the state had seen
CMs fromonlythe JatSikh com-
‘munity. While Sikhs comprise
58% of Punjab’s population, as
per the last Census, Dalits
numberaround 32%, the largest
number in any state. However,
theappointmentleftthe partyin
disarray and the AAP swept the
2022 election, with Channi los-
ing both the constituencies he

contested. He went into hiber-
nation but resurfaced ahead of
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
which he won from Jalandhar.

And now, he has suddenly
mobilised several stateleadersto
stand by him as he tries to push
thehighcommand intohanding
over the party’s reins in Punjab
once more before elections.
Channi’s detractors in the Con-
gress see the BJP’s hand behind
his recalcitrance to accept the
highcommand’sdecision notto
change the state leadership so
close to yet another election.
‘Whether he moves tothe BJPor
breaks away from the Congress
tofloata new party, either move
will hurt the Congress.

Today’s Channi is not what
hewas five yearsago. Thistime,
the Punjab election may hinge
on how Hindus (40%) and the
Dalits (32%) vote. And that is a
constituency the BJPis angling
for. To spurn a Dalit in Punjab
could also have national conse-
quences. ChanniisaRamadasia
— there are other communities
such as the Mazhabis and Ravi-
dassias in Punjab— and itcould
affect the Congress’s standing

People ata screening of Satluj, in Amritsar last week. aniFiLe

‘with Dalits in other states, par-
ticularly when Rahul Gandhi's
caste census-driven politics re-
volves around Dalits and the
Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

Satluj controversy

The controversy triggered by
thedecision to pull the Diljit Do-
sanjh-starrer Satluj from the
OTT platform ZeeS may also
leave its imprint on Punjab
politicsinthe run-uptotheelec-
tions. The film is based on an
ugly and painful reality of the
militancyyears of the 1980sand

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

90s: the deaths in police en-
counters during anti-terror op-

and an open society is expected
toridethedifferencesof opinion
suchawork may unleash. Every
filmmakerisalsoselectiveinthe
choiceofwhatsheorheincludes
or excludes. In the case of Satluj,

more likely to veer towards the
pro-Khalistani Akali Dal (Waris
Punjab De) headed by Khadoor
Sahib MP Amritpal Singh, who
isinjail at present. The Con-
gress’sdiscomfiture isapparent

ingoverofthe other
slde of the story that stands out.
The film does not allude to the
cold-blooded killings by the
Khalistani terrorists, be it the
gruesomedeath of DIGAS Atwal
at the entrance of the Golden
Temple in 1983; the gunning
down of Ramesh Chander, the
chief editor of the Hind Sama-
char group of newspapers, in
1984; or several instances of the
singling out and klllmg of Hin-

erations and the
of thousands who were secretly
cremated as “lawaris (un-
claimed)”. The film’s protagonist
is Jaswant Singh Khalra, abank
employee who documented
these disappearances — he put
forward the figure of 25,000 that
isdisputed by many —and died
in police custody himself.
Every filmmaker views
events through his or her cre-
ative, artistic, or ideological lens
— or acombination of these —

d ngin publictransport.

The ban on the film, how-
ever, hasadded toitsallureand
it is being screened in the vil-
lages of Punjaband has become
atalking point. The AAPhas de-
manded its release on the
grounds of free speech, while
the Shiromani Akali Dal of the
Badals has promised to take it
toevery corner of Punjab in the
hope of winning over the young
Jat Sikhs. And yet, if the film
resonates with them, they are

New Delhi

evena up for free-
domofexpression, even though
the film focuses on police ex-
cesses during Congess rule.
By taking down Satluj, the
BJP may hope toget thesupport
ofallthose whonever want Pun-
jab to return to those dark days,
particularly Hindus. It is of late
thattheBJPhasturneditsatten-
tion to winning Punjab, where
itsstandingsuffered during the
farmers’ agitation 0f 2020-21. 1t
has been quietly attempting to
create avillage-level cadre, and
if a multi-party contest leads to
ahung Assembly, it can hope to
emerge as the kingmaker.

The Punjab lesson

The Punjab story is about
competitive politics. It was the
Congress in the late 1970s that
encouraged a charismatic
small-time preacher called Jar-
nail Singh Bhindranwale to
counter the Akali Dal. And

when he grew too big, running
aparallel government and oc-
cupying the Golden Temple,
the Congress could not dis-
mount the tiger it had
mounted. The Army had to
enter the Golden Temple to
flush him out.

The chain of events that
were triggered led to Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi’s assas-
sination by her own Sikh body-
guards, the anti-Sikh riots and
reprisal killings in north India,
the strengthening of the insur-
gency that claimed thelife of an
incumbent Chief Minister
(Beant Singh was assassinated
in1995), aleading editor, senior
police officers, and thousands
of innocent people. Competi-
tive politics is atempting prop-
osition for parties. But in Pun-
jab, they must think it through
many times before crossing the
lakshman rekhas.

Neerja Chowdhury,
Contributing Editor,

The Indian Express, has
covered thelast 11 Lok Sabha
elections. She is the author of
How Prime Ministers Decide
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Ahead of the big deal,
trike a careful balance

OLLOWING THE US Trade Representative’s proposal

to levy tariffs on 60 countries under Section 301 of the

US Trade Act, 1974, the government has introduced a

new section in the foreign trade policy regarding forced
labour. India is not the only country to do so — Indonesia, Ca-
nada, Cambodia and Peru have responded with similar com-
mitments after the USTR’s proposed tariffs. Simultaneously,
Indiahas sought a review of the USTR’s proposed tariffs of12.5
per cent, alluding to inconsistencies in its examination. The
country'stariff challenges don’t end here. US President Donald
Trump’stariffpolicy is, as of now, operationalised through Sec-
tion 122 of the Trade Act. However, the 10 per cent universal
rate currently levied can only be imposed for at most 150 days
(without Congressional approval), which end on July 24.
Trumpis trying to reinforce the tariff wall through other path-
ways. Alongside the investigation into forced labour, USTR is
examiningthe issue of “structural excess capacity and produc-
tionin uri ”in ies, including India
The outcome of that investigation, and if it attracts additional
tariffs, is yet to be released.

This, however, is not the only contentious area — energy is
another lever. A few days ago, a group of US senators unveiled a
newversionofthe i ions Bill that prop olevytar-
iffs of up to 100 per cent on the top five buyers of Russian oiland
natural gas — China, India, Slovakia, Hungary and Azerbaijan.
Imports from Russia account for a significant share of India’s
energy basket. Here, too, New Delhi has taken US concerns on
board — PSUs have signed a deal to import 10 per cent of LPG
requirements from the US.

Intherecent past, the Indian government has pushed through
trade deals with countries such as the UK and Australia, as well
as the EU. A deal with the US now —the largest economy in the
world — will go along way in reducing the uncertainty that has
marred relations between the countries, while expanding trade.
Theupside forboth countriesissignificant. Onits part, the White
House will 111<e1y continue to exert pressure on India in order to
i AsDelhi 1toexpand
itsmarketand protectits interests, itwill have to carefully navigate
its way, mindful of an unpredictable White House.

extract

A game bigger thaniits
grand spectacle

S SPAIN and Argentina face off on Sunday in what

will be their first meeting in the FIFA World Cup since

1966, the finale promises a grand spectacle. Spain’s

near-impregnable defence will encounter Ar-
gentina’s potent attack in a game that will see the long-antici-
pated meeting between Lionel Messi and Lamine Yamal, whom
Messi famously cradled as a baby almost 20 years ago. Yet,
whatever the outcome at the New York New Jersey Stadium,
this World Cup will be remembered for far more than the team
thatlifts the trophy.

‘The tournament’s expansion from 32 teams to 48 had drawn
criticism, particularly in Europe, on the grounds that it would
make the competition less compelling. Far from it, the ex-
panded format has not only made the Cup more inclusive, with
Africa and Asia enjoying greater representation, but also pro-
duced some of its most enthralling encounters, featuring
Japan, Senegal, Egypt and tiny and underrated Cape Verde.
Technology was a defining feature of the tournament. If FIFA
believed that Al-assisted officiating tools, sensor-equipped
match balls and semi-automated offside technology would fi-
nally settle refereeing disputes, then VAR (video assistant ref-
eree) interventions over contentious fouls and strange offsides
ensured the opposite. The question is not whether technology
belongs in football, but how far its adjudicators should allow it
to shape the game’s crucial moments. Finally, controversies
over immigration, ticketing, the treatment of Iran’s national
team, and the reversal of Folarin Balogun’s red card are arem-
inder that the World Cup has never been just about football.
From Mussolini’s Italy in 1934 to Argentina’s military junta in
1978, the World Cup has long been a stage on which host gov-
ernments project prestige and power and legitimacy.

The 2026 edition was no different. Nor are the players im-
mune from it. Following the semi-final victory over England,
Argentina now faces the prospect of disciplinary action after
its players unfurled abanner backing the country’s claim to the
Falkland Islands. Yet, for all the debates over inclusivity, tech-
nology and politics, the World Cup has ultimately lived up to
football’senduring moniker as the beautiful game. Last-minute
winners, dramatic comebacks, extraordinary underdog per-
formances and teeming moments of individual brilliance have
‘made sure that the football itself has never been overshadowed.
The spotlight now falls on Spain and Argentina.

The mysterious new
cousin in the wild

F A monkey croaks in a forest, with no humans to hear it,

does it even exist? Five million years ago, the recently clas-

sified Colobus congoensis split from the common ancestor

of its closest simian relative. It was only in 2008 that re-

T ptured blurry photos of tk ive, yellow-lipped
monkey that makes a croaking sound at the Lomami National
Park in Congo. People from the Balanga ethnic group call the
animal —roughly th rhesus monkey — Likweli,
and after years of study and genetic testing, it has now been
classified as a new species.

Its population, habits and social life will likely occupy zool-
ogists for years to come. The question, though, is whether the
Likweli monkey was better off “undiscovered”. There is, of
course, a chance that the classification of the new species will
help conserve it, that knowing it’s there may prevent hunting
and habitat destruction. Human beings, though, don’t have the
best record in this regard.

Since the age of European colonial expansion, indigenous
populations of entire continents have been all but wiped out by
the excesses of “discovery”. Animals, once classified, enter the
language of the creatures that have destroyed so many of them:
They w1ll be “conserved” till, perhaps, some rare mineral or the

i iveofanatios faryounger than the five-
ml]llon -year life of the Likweli as a species — makes them part of
autilitarian calculus in which they are simply a variable on a
ledger. Meanwhile, let’s hope the mysterious new cousin in the
simian family croaks away without interruption or interference
from its dominating relative.

Iencountered two statements

thatseemed to capture the core

pathology of contemporary

politics: The return of malfeas-
ance or evil without agents. Sonam Wang-
chuk, onthe15th day of his fast, was outlin-
ing the core of his thinking behind asking
for the resignation of Dharmendra Prad-
han: It wasto fixaccountability and agency
for an exam fiasco that affects hundreds of
thousands oflives. Ina completely different
context, Iencountered this reflection by one
of the sharpest contemporary philosophers,
Raymond Geuss, in an essay, “Without
Causes,” published in New Left Review. The
essay discusses an interview Hillary Clinton
gave on Gaza. There is one striking line in
the essay, “When Clinton must refer to con-
ditions on the (Gaza) Strip her sentences
breakdown and suddenlylackagrammati-
cal subject: ‘Reconstruction frozen. Invest-
ment absent. Civilians trapped in depend-
ency and despair, with reportedly up to
1,000 killed since the ceasefire’. We are not
told whokilled them.”

The two examples illustrate the same
phenomenon. Across an astonishing range
of policy challenges, from war to pollution,
exam scandals to crumbling cities, we en-
counter seemingly causeless phenomena;
sentences without subjects. At the interna-
tionallevel, our Prime Minister sets the tone.
“This is not an era of war,” he intones with
sagacity, without ever namingwhotheactors
are who start the wars. You might think this
isdiplomatic finesse. But it turns out tobe a
full-blooded technique of ruling. If there are
noagentsbehind theaction, nooneneedsto

stopping the war, condemning aggression,
orupholdingthelaw. Yoursuccessis that you
can immobilise the need for responsibility
altogether without appearing immoral.
Now, just think how useful this strategy
is domestically. Sentences without gram-

on “ease of doing business, especially for
MSMEs”. But notone policymaker could ac-
tuallyname and explain why particular regu-
lations were put in place or even who put
them. Ifyouaska pointed question, all policy,
all events, all decisions suddenly become

‘matical subjects or in the passive voicecan ~ PRATAP BHANU  anonymised through mvokmg"'[‘heBu:eau»
easily make passive citizens. Exam leak. MEHTA cracy” or “The System” or “The Court” or
Happens. Cities flooding. Happens. Hima- “Norms”. Asif policy is made by abstractions,
layas crumbling. Happens. Stampedes. ifeven madeatall.
Happen. Air Pollution. Happens. Just as we Nowyoumightdemurandsay, “Isn’t this
know this is not an era of war, but we don’t an age of personalised politics, not events
name who starts it, we also know this is not withoutsubjects? Don’t we attribute all evils
an era of crumbling cities, polluted air and toleaders, Vladimir Putin or Narendra Modi,
rivers, disenfranchisement and corruption, orDonald Trump?” But the cult of personal-
and any other evil you can mention. But no ity is one more way in which accountability
one makes it happen. getsevaded; it'slike holding God responsible.
Thebeauty ofthe passive the ‘When God isresponsible, nooneis. The per-
government can join the citizens in a com- sonality is meant to disguise the myriad of
mon language and a common objective. actions that go into the making of catas-
These days, it has become the norm for gov- trophes. Yes, the person at the top has to
ernmentministers, civilservants, or recently shoulder the blame for setting the norms.
retired decision-makers towrite about their Butthatisalsoa convenientalibi for not fix-
departments with impressive expertise. ing individual responsibility. “Modi” and
They will outline lofty goals, even share “Trump” become a vast impersonal force
citizens’ concerns. But the one thing missing that governs everything, so we can stop in-
inallthat writingisthe fixing of accountabil- terrogating actual chains of decisions.
ity. You will read hundreds of op- Now, speakingineuphemisms,
eds on air pollution, including by ’3insi without a subject, allows a certain
policymakers. But no one will WangChUk N mSls.tchC ona civility. Perhapsin theinternational
name or shame, as it were. For resignation l.S r.mt sunply about sphere, it allows for diplomacy. A
example, no onewill pointedly say oneminister orone culture of individual naming and
who decided to relax pollution  examination. Itisadefenceof  shaming can also be misused and
norms for coal-fired power plants o) becruel. There mightbesometruth
and why. Who makes the decisions the propoglt}on [hatA to these concerns. But at the pres-
to give clearances to build roads democraticpoliticsrequiresa oy, conjuncture, thisreally has be-
and buildings in ecologically sensi- grammatical subject come a technology for creating a

tivezones?Iwasrecentlyatameet-

passiveworld inwhicheverything,

tion, happens. Even well-meaningcritiques
of policy fall into this trap. The crisis of public
policy in India is not the crisis of ideas. Most
things that require attention are not rocket
science. Itisthe crisis of accountability: Who
will name who actually takes decisions and
hold them responsible? Everyone has this
knowledge, but we choose to anonymise it.
Perhapsthisis being done with mass partici-
pation: Itsuitsall of us not to blame any spe-
cificagents, since thatalsoabsolves us of any
responsibility. It gives us akind of freedom.
Itallows usto defer to power withoutappear-
ingtodoso.

Perhaps this is why Wangchuk’s de-
mand isimportant. His insistence onares-
ignation is not simply about one minister
or one examination. It is a defence of the
proposition that democratic politics
requires a grammatical subject. Before in-
stitutions can be repaired, we must ac-
knowledge who specifically broke them. If
youwanttostop war, you have toname and
shame those who start them.

Raymond Geuss may be onto some-
thing profound. In his telling, it is not that
Hillary Clinton was denying the truth.
‘What she was making disappear was the
subject of the sentence. The artful form of
modern governance is toacknowledge the
truth and yet evade responsibility. Once a
society loses the habit of asking, “Who did
this?”, italsoloses the capacity to ask: “Who
should answer for it?” There is no democ-
racy without a grammatical subject.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

The woman is out of NATO's transformati
the building possibilities for India
AST MONTH, the firm Zaha firmforhalfacentury,designingeverything HE 2026 NATO Summit held in Ankara a few days
Hadid foundedin1979 andled  from Art Deco bungalows to Salvation ago confirmed thattheaalliance isenteringanewera
until her death in 2016 dropped ~ Army hospitals across two continents. of strategic transformation rather than strategic de-
hername.ZahaHadid Architects ~ Ninety years later, her name is barely cline. Ukraine remains central, but NATO’s ambi-
became ZHA, in what her suc-  known. Her male contemporaries are still tionsnowgomuch further. Itis preparing foraworld
% cessor Patrik Schumacher called a natural  cited as the architects of modern Bombay. shaped by long-term rivalry, technological competition and un-
SUK (‘%H AM brand evolution. What that framing left out Or, consider Urmila “Eulie” Chowdhury, S AKTI PRASAD stable supply chains. This shift matters for India.
= ‘was the decade-long legal fight behind it: A the only Indian woman on Le Corbusier’s . The first message trom Ankara is clear: Russia will remain
Tanu licensing agreement under which the firm  teamthat designed Chandigarh inthe1950s. SRICHANDAN  NATO'sprir challenge foryearstocome. Evenifthe
paid Hadid’s foundation a share of itsrev- ~ Chowdhury was the crucial link between warin Uk ds,NATOF that be-
enue to keep her name on the door,anda  Corbusier, his cousin Pierre Jeanneret, and come permanent. The second message is that Europe is being
courtrulingthisyearthatfreed Schumacher  the Indian planners on the ground, fluent asked to do much more for its own security. The US remains in-
from that obligation. Frank Gehry’sname  enough in French to translate Corbusier’s dispensable, but Washington is increasingly unwilling to carry
has stayed on his firm's door for nearly 70 writing and trusted enough to be handed theburden alone. The third is perhaps the most important. Mod-
yearswithoutacourtgettinginvolved.Iraq-  solecharge of major bulldmgs, mcludmgthe ernwars are won not only on the battlefield but also in factories
‘born Hadid — the only woman toeverwin ~ Government Hi and laboratories. The Ukraine war exposed senous weaknesses
the Pritzker Prize —didn’t get thatcourtesy. ~ Women’s Polytechnic. She also helped de- ition production, mi
It is tempting to file the story under  sign the furniture, including the “Jeanneret supply chains. Technology i ingthistransformation. Al
“architecture’s problem with women”,as  chair”, that made Chandigarh interna- cybersecurity, quantum computing, autonomous systems and
though the problem is somehow contained  tionally famous. The Victoriaand Albert Mu- space capabilities are today’s strategic priorities.
to one London firm and one unusually fa-  seum remains one of the few institutions Indiais nota NATO member. But its security environment is
mous case. It isn’t. The same instinct —cel-  that has bothered to note Chowdhury’s role increasingly shaped by i farbeyondif i -
ebrateawoman as an exception, thenwith-  inthat design. hood. Europe’sgrowing investment in defence opens new possi-
draw the recognition once it stops being Theusual defence of institutionslike ITA bilities for India’s defence industry. Indian firms can become
convenient — runs through India’sown  and COA is that once enough women grad- partners in supply chains that are being diversified away from
architectural institutions. uate, representation will follow on its own. dependence on a few countries. India’s ambition to become a
In 2023, an architect named Vandana  The numbers say otherwise. A 2023 ex- manufacturing hub fits well with Europe’s search for trusted
Sehgal came closer thanany womaneverto  hibition at the Delhi Architecture Biennale partners. If New Delhi moves quickly, defence cooperation can
leading India’s Council of Architecture found that although women make up become partofabroader and industrial partnership.
(COA), the country’s statutory architecture  roughly 60 per centofarchitecturestudents Further, NATO’s strategic outlook increasingly links European
regulator. She lost the presldenna.l election  today, they account for only around 20 per secuntyw1th developmens in the Indo-Pacific, maritime secur-
byasinglevote. Not rchitects  centofpractising, Most ity, blogiesand supply chains. Thi broader
Actcreatedthe Councilin1972hasawoman ~ women drop out because the field doesn’t reallty Secun[y today is 1nterconnec[ed For Indla, ths creates
held its top job. The closest formal foothold  build the career ladders, firm partnerships, it ‘The opportunity i expan-
anywoman has had is its vice-presidency. orinstitutional leadership to keep them. dmg cooperation with European countries on maritime security,
The Indian Institute of Architects (IIA), There is a temptation to read Sehgal’s cyber resilience, critical technologies and defence innovation.
A2023 theolderand morestoried of the profession’s 2023 loss as a hopeful sign — proof that Thedilemmais ThedilemmaisRussia, which remains one of India’s major de-
exhibition ‘two national bodies, does slightly better —  change is close, that a woman almost got Russia, which fence partners and an important energy supplier. At the same
butonlyslightly,and onlyrecently. Founded  there. It’s worth resisting that reading. “Al- L time, India has deepened strategic ties with the US and Europe.
found that in1917 the IIA went 98 years beforeelecting  most”isnotathreshold institutions cross by remainsoneof  AsNATO? ionwith Mosco entrenched,
although awoman, Divya Kush, as its presidentin  accident; it is a threshold they cross when India’s major balancing these relationships will become more difficult.
women make 2015. She served until 2020. Before herand  they decide to. COA's president is chosen by defence This is why India’s policy of strategic autonomy remains rel-
upr oughly 60 after her, the list of names is a wall of men.  its own sitting members, in a small internal artnersand evant. It should avoid the temptation to see NATO only through
Thisiswhathappenswhen institutions built electlon not by a public vote of registered p . the prism otthe Ukrainewar. NATOis evolving intoan O@nlsa»
percentof by men, for men, in a profession that has al- Aong loes not mean animportant  ton 1ce, industry and economi
architecture ways treated women as guests, are askedto  the institution is one election away from energy areincreasinglyi ted Thalevoluuon 3y lobal
share power. They will letawoman in —  equity. It meansthe institution came within H deft i tnerships. Instead
titgd:?;(s):;;l?z} eventually, symbolically — and then close  reach of a different outcome and chose, by Sus;:ﬁ:;iﬁghe ofaskingwhether NATO s relevant toIndia, policymakersshould
y thedoor aga.m the narrowest possible margin, the outcome " 4 ask: How can India benefit from Europe’s security transformation
only around 20 Indiat likes  that kept its record unbroken. That is nota India has while preserving its strategic autonomy? Done well, India can
percentof 1sbelongtoaco- intransition. Thatisa deepened gain economic and security advantages from the transatlantic
s lomal pastithassinceoutgrown.Ithasnot.  that has learned how far it can let a woman iat rearmament wave. Handled poorly, the same wave could push
practising, ' strategic ties - ; e cou
N Consider Perin Jamsetjee Mistri, whoin  go—and where, every time, tostop her. N New Delhi into costly dependencies and strategic choices that
regls.temd 1936 became the first woman in India — withtheUS weaken the autonomy it has worked hard to preserve.
architects and reportedly in Asia — to qualify as an The writer is a Dubai-based architect. Her work and Europe
architect. She went on to run her father’s focuses on inabilit i ivil The writer is assistant professor, Centre for European Studies, SIS, JNU
40 YEARS AGO PMsaysUCC Bill ready inthe Sumdorongriver valley areaintheeast-  settlementfor resolving the ethnic problem.

July 17,1986

sovt nuuly with bill
M

S o il cod

Statemens prom)

THE PRIME Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, said that
the Government “isready” with a Bill fora
voluntary uniform civil code. Disclosing this
during his meeting with the leaders of
opposition parties on the eve of Parliament’s
monsoon session, the Prime Minister, how-
ever, did not give any further details about
the proposed legislation. Nor did he say
whether the Bill would be introduced during
the monsoon session.

Chinarejectsintrusioncharge
CHINAREJECTED as “1 " astrong

ernsector lastmonth. “This area has always

beenin Chinese territory. Itis not only well
known internationally butalso located on the
Chinese side of the line of actual control,”a
foreign ministry spokesman said.

SriLankatoreframe proposal

THE SRILankan government agreed to refor-
mulate some of the pmposals with regard to

the vexed issue of |

NobombinPakistan, says US

THE USiinsists Pakistan does not have the
bomb. Notwithstanding Soviet allegations to
the contrary, despite recent American news-
paperrepons and despltethe refusal of US
tocommentona
US newspaper report that stated CIA sources
had c\almedthat Pakistanis very close to
bomb, ifitdoes nothave one

talks between a Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) delegation and the Lands MinisterGa-
mini Dlssanayake TULF secretary generaIA

aid they di

following
already. The officials refused to comment on
asection of the same report saying Pakistan
had enriched uranium atits Kahuta plantin

JwithDis-  excessofthe 5 percentceiling, setin 1984 by

Indian protest over anintrusion by Chinese
frontier personnelinto Indian territory in the

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

An

sanayake the provisions contained inannex-

ure “C” of the government

Presldenl Ronald Reagan as a condition for

land the $3.2 billion aid package.

New Delhi
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Sir Keir’s premiership will be
remembered for the rapidity with which
it turned backbenchers into a coalition
of the unwilling. — The Guardian

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The Ideas Page

FRIDAY, JULY 17,2026

READ. THINK. SHARE.
Scan the QR code to

| explore curated
editorials and opinions

| from leading voices

1

' DIS/AGREE |

 THEBESTOFBOTHSIDES |

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

ILLUSTRATION:

Dear PM, a thousand
days of Gaza, many
questions for India

P />
ManoJ KUMAR JHA

'OW AND then, we face mo-
ments that pose questions
whose answers lie beyond
notions of nations and
borders. Such moments
compel us to confront our moral imagin-

Private players are making their presence felt in health and education. What are the implications?

Remember whoreal
stakeholders are

SHAILAJA CHANDRA

RIVATE EQUITY in health and
education is to be welcomed

This only requires hospitals to disclose the
relevant information on a public portal.
Because healthcare cannotbejudged by
consumers at the point of purchase, pa-
tientscannotassess the necessity or quality
of treatment in advance. They remain un-
aware of which institutions have lower in-
fection rates, better surgical outcomes,
fewer readmissions within 30 days, offer
shorter waiting times, or show higher pa-
tient satisfaction. Hospitals often resist the

Severallakh crc in-
vested by foreign and Indian
PEs especially into hospilals

ideaofsuchtrar ,arguingthatthey
already operate under checks such as
NABH and JCI accreditation. While these

ices,
a.nd toa comparatlvely lesser degree, into
education. Groups such as Apollo, Fortis,

Max, Manipal and Narayana account for
less than 5 per cent of India’s total private-
hospital beds. Care continues to be de-
livered by smaller, fragmented facilities.
But the infusion of equity into corporate
hospitals marks two things: India has the
capacity to provide quality care in health,
and the country has a huge market, both
Indianand international, which will assure
wholesome returns.

For over three decades, policy has en-
couraged private investment in hospitals
andallied sectors. Public hospitals have not
been able to meet rising demand. India
needs thousands ot addmonal hospital
beds, di i alised medi-
cal services, rehabilitation centres, home-
careservices and medical colleges. Without
such private investment, India will struggle
to meet the healthcare needs of an ageing
population. Theissueis notwhether private
investment is good or bad, but whether
Indiahasbuiltinstitutionsthatallow inves-
torstoearnlegitimate returns without leav-
ing patients captive to the pursuit of profit.

Private equity funds carry a fiduciary
dutytodeliverattractivereturnstotheirin-
vestors within a defined investment hor-
izon. PEs have no mandate to protect pa-
tients. Their focus is almost exclusively on
financial performance. Hospital boards
typically track EBITDA, margins, occu-
pancy, average revenue per occupied bed,
returnoncapital and growth. Thisis neither
improper nor unusual: Capital seeks re-
turns,. andboards mustshow financial prog-

arevaluable, they ar y.They have
noauthority tomandate disclosure of stan-
dardised data on quality and outcomes.
Hospitals also point to the multitude of
laws they already comply with — the Clini-
cal Establishments Act, the National Medi-
cal Commission’s directives, the Drugs &
Cosmetics Act, the Pollution Control Acts,
and ahostoffire, labour, and environmental
regulations. They lament the fragmentation
ofoversight, but fragmentation is precisely
the problem. None of these statutes man-
datesthat hospitals provide patient-centric
data ina transparent, comparable format.
Other countries, too, allow private equity
investment in the hospital sector, but they
regulate outcomes. England’s Care Quality
Commission inspects both National Health
Service hospitals and private hospitals. Its
reports are public. In the US, hospital-level
informationis published on mortality after

More education
entrepreneurs needed

MANISH SABHARWAL

NDIA HASN T created mass pros-
its i cre-

ationand the 'we make when con-
fronted by unbearable human suffering.
Mr Prime Minister, such a moment con-
fronts us now.

Athousand days have passed since the
beginning of the tragedy on October 7,
2023, Since then, Gaza has witnessed un-

ion. I rittento
'you on several other occasions, but this
time, Irequest you to read thisletter notas
anote from a parliamentarian, but as a
message fromafellowIndian who, like you
and mllllons of our compatriots, has in-
herited that haslongbelieved

, given rising buildin;
mispriced land so early in our develop-
ment (a new Bengaluru or Mumbai

that moral courage is the highest ex-
pression of political leadership. This is a

school with a will
pay more per acre for land than in Chi-
cago). It's unsurprising that most schools
arenot started by principals, teachers, or
education technocrats because regula-
tions are hostile to transparently raising
equity capital from financial investors.
Thi .

perity.

ation of mass democracy because of

anuneasyrelationship withentrepre-

neurshipingeneral. But thisrelation-
shipisparticularly emotional in the private
provisionof publicgoodslike educationand
healthcare, where idealism picks solutions
thatare moral, simple, obvious, and wrong.
Ourdefault position in educationshould be
idealism without illusions for five reasons:
Supply, biodiversity, meritocracy, excel-
lence, and honesty.

Supply: Princeton Professor Avinash
Dixit's suggestion that life is second-best at
best implies a pragmatic acceptance that
the most expensive school is no school.
Ideological debates over school ownership
(private or public), domicile (domestic or
foreign), funding (loans, savings, or private
equity), and structure (firm, company, or
trust) are redundant because India will
never have enough good schools. But the
only way to discover good schools — those
that reconcile the conflicting objectives of
cost quality, and quantity — is massively

common conditionsand , read-
mission rates, he U-acquired i i
complications, patient experience scores
andemergency department waitingtimes.
This allows patients to compare hospitals.
Investorsknow thatevery year theirhos-
pitals’ performance will be compared with
others. Once hospitals know that their mor-
tality, infection rates, readmissions, patient
complaints and average charges for com-
mony
marketdiscipline begms towork.
PEs know all this, but why should they
raise it? They will follow it through their
be Itory require-
ment. The education sector is more frag-
mented. Private equity hasentered through
privately-run universities, K-12 chains,

ompared,

) ewithSEBI's

hing businesses, and ed-tech plat-

listing obligations and the Companies Act.

However, the government has the re-
sponsibility to ensure that returns are
achieved not merely through cost-cutting
or expansion, but through efficiency and
quality. Unlike other industries such as
banking, telecom, electncxty, and civil avi-
ation, ir 1tregu-

forms. The risks include M&A-led expan-
ion, | solsforaffluent families,

steep fee increases, coaching that crowds
out education, and standardised teaching
thatdiscourages questioning. Whenuniver-
sities treat students mainly as customers,
intellectual development suffers.

Thect hegovernmentis

lator with statutory powers, appellate pro-
cesses, repomng obllgauons, pena.lnes, or
ity. Pri-
vate equlty 'S demand for high returns can
pusht common
procedures, use aggressive billing practices
or restrict access through selective insur-
ancearrangements. Transparency onboth
costs and outcomes is therefore essential.

forpt

nottodiscourage investment buttoensure
that patients and students remain at the
centreofthe health and educationsystems.
Institutions already collect outcome data.
Government now needs the resolve to di-
rect that itbe made public.

The writer is a former health secretary
and former chief secretary of Delhi

supply and competition. Only
half of our kids are left in government
schools; if anything constitutes the infra-
structure of opportunity andshould be free
inacountry,itisK-12education. Yet, the pri-
‘vate sector now teaches 120+ million stu-
dents: Millions of India’s poor parents pay
something to avoid something free.
Biodiversity: Goodhart’s Law holds
that when a metric

h
education entrepreneurs — most are politi-
cians or land sharks — because success
requires upfront capital and lifelong regu-
latoryskills. First-generation entrepreneurs
need financial investors; given my police-
man father’s frugal savings, I couldn’thave
become an entrepreneur straight after col-
lege without venture capital.

Excellence: Al is bringing weaker stu-
dents to the median while making strong
students stronger. The second is accelerat-
ing; the power law of 80 per cent of results
coming from 20 per cent of the people in
technology, innovation, research, and
science is shifting to 90/10. Countries that
aspiretolead the world will need tocomple-
ment mass education programmes (that
count students) with gifted-student pro-
grammes (that welgh them). These pro-

‘harderand more
expensiveand often fail in the publicsector
given the scrutiny of taxpayer funding for
uncertain returns and small enrolment.
Elite programmes are a better fit for private
institutions with risk appetite, diverse ob-
jectives, and longer horizons.

Honesty: My unscientific survey sug-
geststhat 75 per centof capacity inK-12,en-

momentwhentk ‘theIn-

aspired to represent.

For decades, the international com-
munity painstakingly built a language
around human rights, believing that uni-
versal principles on dignity would tran-
scend race, religion, nationality and mili-
tary power. Israel’s ethnic cleansing of the
Palestinian nation, however, compels us
toaskwhether these ideals remain genu-
inely universal or whether they have
gradually become privileges extended or
held backas per the geopolitical interests
of powerful states.

Our Constitution has taught gener-
ations of Indians that liberty, equality, and
dignity are not rewards bestowed selec-
tively, but guarantees flowing from the
equal worth of every human being. Inter-
national law, too, draws legitimacy not
from the force of armies but from the con-
sistency of its moral application. No insti-
tution can establish its credibility by cen-
suring the powerless. Impartiality alone
givesjustice its enduring legitimacy.

Bapu reminded us that a seemmgly
neutralstancein
m]ustlce can mean acquiescence, and
eventually complicity, towards such acts.
My concerns about what the Indian gov-
ernment has chosen not to do are also be-
cause the government’s acquiescence has
made many Indlans weary because their

dian ceecho farbeyond the cal-
culations of diplomacy or the compulsions
of statecraft. Experts have discussed mili-
tary operations, diplomatic negotiations,
strategicvictoriesand geopolitical realign-
ments, butTam convinced that
erations will look back at this period as
something far more unsettling — as the
momentwhen humanity
itself was placed on trial,
and much of the world
struggled to answer
‘whether its commitment
tojustice was truly univer-
sal or merely selective.
Independent India's
greateststrength hasbeen
its moral vocabulary. Do
we need to remind our-
selves that it was Ma-
hatmaGandhiwhotrans-
formed the language of
politics by insisting that
the means were insepar-
able from the ends? This
stancewas not merely astrategy toachieve
India’s freedom. Through this insistence,
Bapu enabled India to possess and offer to
the world a philosophy for humanity.
‘When Jawaharlal Nehru spoke of non-
alignment, peaceful i and in-

ILLUSTRATION: TANUSHRI MITRA

repeated have had noimpact.
Icannot stress enough that when remem-
brance is selective, it stops being a moral
lesson and becomes a political tool. If one
atrocity deserves eternal remembrance
while another is couched with qualifiers,
the former is just a partisan story that has
forfeited its credibility.

My letter is not an ar-
gument against any na-
tion, any people or any
faith. I do, however, wish
to make an impassioned
appeal against the nor-
malisation of collective
punishment. My letter is
anappeal againstthedan-
gerous illusion which
holdsthatoverwhelming
military superiority can
be a substitute for moral
legitimacy. Itis an appeal
againstthedangerouslies
ofthe powerful who claim
they are “establishing
peace” while continuing to inflict pro-
longed humiliation on an entire people.

Mr Prime Minister, the future of hu-
manity will not be determined by techno-
logical mnovatlon, mlllta.\'y capability or

ternational solidarity, he was building on
this legacy. He consistently positioned
India as a conscience-keeper among na-

ecor Ttwill pend
on the moral capacity of societies to pre-
servetheability tobedisturbed by another
human being’s suffering, regardless of
identity or Governments will

tions, capable of speaking le
trutl inghuman dignity with-

gineering, business, and
education over the last three decades is
legally but not spmtually. non-; proﬁt This

out fear. Irealised that when Rabindranath
‘Tagore said, “where the mind is without

ceasestobe useful. The state’s failure to fix
government schools stems from confus-
ingschool buildings with building schools.
This obsession with hardware over soft-
ware, like performance management, or-
ganisational culture, and governance, fails
to deal with coaching factories, soft skill
acquisition, multilingual instruction,
exam leaks, nursery-school interviews,
entrance exams that eliminate rather than
select, seat shortages, uneven teaching
quality, and unemployability.

Cracking this complexity requires inspi-
ration from Hayek’s discovery principle:
Unlike infrastructure, educational quality
cannotbemandated; it must be discovered
through competition, experimentation,
and replication. Entrepreneurs making
many independent and diverse tries with
differinggoals, strategies, and resources will
not solve our education problems but will
surely catalyse the innovation that could.

Meritocracy: India’s education regu-
lations prescribe land size, building
norms, and legal structures. These make
setting up a school or university capital-

alsomoti iver ; pri-
vate schools need to cover their costs and
invent20 different fee categories. Adishon-
estlegal structure discourages financial in-
vestors who bring superior governance,
technology, and management, higher ac-
countability for labour law and child safety
compliance, and reduced education infla-
tion by funding technocrats.

Educator John Gardner challenged po-
licymakers and entrepreneurs to design
educationsystemsthat are equal and excel-
lent. The difficulty of this trade-off is dis-
missed asalackofidealism by thinkerswho
don’tdoand alack of pragmatism by doers
who don’t think. Historian Thucydides
‘warned us that any army with a big gap be-
tween its thinkers and doers will have its

massit on- fear, and the head is held high”, he may
fuses parents, regulators, and havet ibingnotonlya

agoal, it deniesthe i that every democracy must strive to pre-
plus. The lack of trust around price vs cost serve internally, but also an ethical condi-

tionitshould push other nationstoaccept.

The first casualty of every war has al-
ways been truth, but what the world has

rthese thousand c

somethingeven more disturbing. We have
witnessed how the powerful calibrate truth
according to their strategic convenience
and ideological preference. Compassion,
which ought to arise spontaneously upon
witnessing the suffering of innocent civil-
ians, nowappearsburdened with political
qualifications. Is the value of a child's life
determined by nationality, geography or
the calculations of power?Surely, these are
not the civilisational values that India has

change, and new international alliances
will evolve. But no generation has ever
beenabl ejudgmentofhistory.

When future generations ask where
India stood during one of the defining
moral crises of our age, I am sure they
will judge the moral turbidity of our
times very severely. Have we been able
to ensure that our universities, our
media, our intellectuals, and our public
institutions remained guardians of in-
dependent moral judgment or were they
reduced to echoes of political conveni-
ence? Above all, Mr Prime Minister, we
will bejudged on whether Indiadared to
push the world to recognise its reflection
whenit looked into the mirror of its own
conscience during these thousand days.
With regards.

The writer is Member of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha), Rashtriya Janata Dal

fightingdone by fools and its thinkis ne
by cowards. The same doer-thinker disease
that hurts Indian education has a simple
medicine: Idealism withoutillusions.

The writer is co-founder of Teamlease Services
and co-author of Madein India

DEEP PAL AND
SUKANYA THAPLIYAL

RECENTLY, E-RICKSHAWS in Delhi
suddenlybeganstallingin the middle of the
road. Itturned outthatone could use certain
Chi; heir batteriesby ex-
ploitingtheir Battery Management Systems
(BMS). The Ministry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology (MeitY) swiftly had
Google and Apple remove the errant apps.
The apps were diagnostic tools for tech-
nicians to remotely monitor battery health,
diagnose faults, and perform maintenance.

The cybersecurity lessonine-rickshaws

nerabilities can disrupt operations or disable
critical equipment. Thatisasignificant prob-
lem: Suchsystems support power grids, tele-
com tower systems, warehouses, ports, in-
dustri ion, andc platforms.

Indiahas robustinstitutions for cyberse-
curity guidance, including the Indian Com-
puter Emergency Response Team (CERT-In)
and the National Critical Information Infra-
structure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) for
critical infrastructure. However, a coherent
strategy for connected battery systems is

Grid-scale Battery Energy Storage Systems
may fall within their remit when deployed
as part of designated critical infrastructure.
However, connected battery systemsin EVs,
commercial storage deployments and con-
sumer BMS remain outside its jurisdiction.
Sectoral regulators such as the Central

Software Development Framework and
SBOM initiatives in the US, or the Cyber Re-
silience Act and the Digital Battery Passport
inthe EU, audit software provenance, firm-
ware integrity, vulnerability management
and lifecycle traceability.

India can draw on these principles:

Electricity Authorityt toaddress  CERT-Inguid: devel-
batteryrisksthrough fragmentedlenses, fo- ~ opment, dHard Billsof Ma-
cussing on organisational cyt ityor terials, lisclosure, and cyberse-

functional safety. The Department of Tele-
communications and MeitY have intro-

curity audits can be incorporated into
batterystandards. These will allow a battery
inIndiatoincorporate imported

missing. CERT-In has expanded itsfocusto  duced security for
id; on cor 1devices. But: ryre-  BMS, firmware, or software update infra-
coordmated vulnerabﬂlty disclosure, Soft-  gimes do not specify Bluetooth-enabled  str »ed abroad. Imported hard-

f Materi andsecurit
requirements forongmalequlpmentmanu—

BMS and the apps used to manage them.
Modem battery systems comprise hard-

Certain BMS units accepted con-

factt d vulr

irced from around the

nections with weak or default credentials,
allowingunauthorised userstoaccesscritical
functions. The issue is not where the soft-
‘ware originated, but that batteries are now
software-defined, connected systems. Vul-

But the guidelines are not binding and offer
limited guidance on cybersecurity require-
ments for connected battery products.

The NCIIPC protects sectors such as

world. Consequently, thesecurity of the bat-

tery depends on the integrity of its digital

supply chain as much as its physical one.
Global regulatmns reflect the focus on

power, transport and

ation

oly chains. The Secure

ware can be allowed after rigorous testing
and verification of secure software develop-
ment practices. These will ultimately move
the conversation from the origin of technol-
ogytoits demonstrable trustworthiness.

The writers are policy professionals
atKoan Advisory Group
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Engage with Wangchuk

THISISacry of rage atthe
government’s unresponsiveness to
its citizens’ demands (‘Government
must talktoSonam, that’sits duty’,
1IE, July16). The peaceful protest at
Jantar Mantar, seekingjustice in the
case of the NEET paper leakand the
subsequent student suicides, has
been going on for almosta month. It
isdisheartening tosee agovernment
elected by citizens, and entrusted
with representmg thelr concerns, be-

rather than engage reflects a discom-
fort with dialogue that is not transac-
tional. Wangchuk’s demand reson-
ates with millions of young Indians
‘who have lost faith in a broken sys-
tem. While the government may
dismiss his methods as theatrical,
his cause is genuine and his
dedication undeniable.

Babu Crishna, Bengaluru

Ocean health

THE SCOTTISH Association for

come: 1t. The
presence of Sonam Wangchuklends
legitimacy and gravity to the move-
ment, but we must collectively
demand abetter education system
and amore accountable government.
Anangsha Rajguru, Jorhat

SONAM WANGCHUK'S hunger
strike isastark reminder that this
government struggles to engage with
anyone who disagrees with it (‘Gov-
ernment must talk to Sonam, that’s
its duty’, IE, July 16). Be it farmers,
citizenship law ornowan

Marin leting 175
years of ocean research is a useful
occasion to reflect on how little in-
stitutional attention India gives to
its own marine ecosystems (‘The sea
hasaseatatthetable’, IE, July 16).
India needs dedicated, long-term
oceanographic institutions with
stable funding rather than short-
term project grants that make sus-
tained data collection difficult.
Coastal states should also be
broughtinto research planning,
since fishing communities often
nerational knowledge

education reformer demandingac-
countability, its instinct to silence

New Delhi

aboul changingsea conditions.
Prajesh Paramasivan, Neelambur
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LAKHIMPUR KHERI CASE
No proof of
intimidation
against Ajay
Mishra, son:
CopstoSC

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

THE UTTAR Pradesh police
told the Supreme Court Thurs-
day that it had not found any
evidence to link former Union
minister Ajay Mishra or his son
Ashish Mishra to allegations of
intimidation of witnesses in the
Lakhimpur Kheri case.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided by CJI SuryaKant, moni-
toring the progress of the casein
which Ashish Mishraisaccused
of running over anti farm law
protestorsin2021, wastold that
a status report filed in the
matter reveals that probe is over
inthe witness intimidation FIR
but nothing was found.

Appearing for Mishra, Sen-
ior Advocate Siddharth Dave
said, “T have not been even
named in the chargesheet.”
The bench recorded that the
chargesheet names only one
‘Amandeep Singh and that cog-
nisance had been taken by the
competent court.

Bulldozers will have to roll when
encroachers thwartlaw, says SC

Observation amid
hearing of case on
state authorities
flouting the apex
court’s 2024 order

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, July16

OBSERVING THAT bulldozers
will have to roll “when a com-
fortable corruption between
municipal authorities and il-
legal encroachers thwarts the
rule of law”, the Supreme Court
on Thursday refused to con-
sider a batch of pleas alleging
widespread contempt of the
apex court’s 2024 judgment
against “bulldozerjustice”, and
asked aggrieved parties to
move their respective High
Courts.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided over by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant heard peti-
tioners who sought contempt
of court proceedings against

various state authorities for al-
legedly flouting the SC’s No-
vember 13, 2024 judgment,
which held that using bull-
dozers to demolish homes of
people merely because they are
accused in some cases is
contrary to the rule of law.

Thebench, alsocomprising
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
'V Mohana, pointed out to the
petitioners that their pleas in-
volved disputed questions of
fact which will have to be ad-
judicated by someone.

Agreeing, Additional Solici-
tor General Aishwarya Bhati
said the petitions are from
across the country, and a fac-
tual inquiry will be required in
each case.

The CJIsaid, “And the facts
are bound to vary from case to
case. The court might be
required tosummon the record
and examine it.”

He said the SC had already
laid down the broad principles,
and it is now for the High
Courts and courts below them
to ensure compliance.

AsSenior Advocates Sanjay
Hegde, C U Singh and Huzefa

SC not keen to revive 2020 rioting
case against Mann, AAP leaders

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

HE SUPREME Court on
Thursday indicated that it was
notinclined to entertain a plea
by the Chandigarh Administra-
tion challenging a Punjab and
Haryana High Court verdict
quashingarioting case against
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann and other AAP
leaders over a 2020 protest.

Abench led by Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant orally ob-
served that everyone does
“naarebaazi (sloganeering”) in
a democracy. “Now that he
(Mann)is holdingsome respon-
sible position, weunderstand he
will understand his responsibil-
ity. If you are going to argue on
merits, we will hear you. Other-
wise, wearenotinclinedtointer-
fere,” thebench, alsocomprising
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
'V Mohana, observed.

The Bench adjourned the
hearing after Additional Solici-
tor General S V Raju, on behalf
of the Chandigarh administra-
tion, submitted that they will
arguethe matter on meritsand
sought time to address techni-
cal objections in the three sep-
arate petitions filed against dif-
ferent high court orders.

The Chandigarh Adminis-
tration has challenged a No-
vember 2025 judgement of the
high court thatsetaside the FIR
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OPEN TENDER NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING OPEN TENDER,
Tender Notice No. 05TRDIDNR/OT/26-27
The Divisional Raitway Manager, E.C,
Railway, Danapur [nvites sealed open
tender on behalf of e President of India for

the following works.
Tender No.: TRDIDNR/OT/05126-27
1. Name of work with its logation : POH of
05 nos 215 MVA 132125 KV Power
Transformer of JAUTSS (2 Nos.), KOOITSS
(1 No.), NLIVTSS (1 No.) & DNRITSS (1
Mo.) for improving power supply over
Danpur Division,, 2. Approx cost of the
work (NIT value) : ¥ 2,27.53.908 20)-, 3,
Earnest money to be deposited : ¥
4.55,100.00~, 4. Date & time for online
submission of tender : Date & time for
online submission of lender | 12.08.2026
before 12.00 hrs,, 5. Website pariiculars,
netice board location where - complete
details of tender can be seen and address of
the office from where the tender form can be:
purchased efc. : Detalled tender notice,
eligibdity criteria & lender documents can be
seen from the CRIS website
http:/wwwireps.govin & full detats of
notice can be seen on notice board of Sr.
DEE (TRDJEC. Raiwayl Danapur. Al
corrigandum vill be uploaded on websiia, i
requred.  Divisional Railway Manager,
E.C.Railway, Danapur
PR/0556/DNR/TRD/T/26-27/40

The Chandigarh

2025

HC order that set aside FIR and chargesheet against Punjab CM

d other AAP

ver a protest against a hike

inelectricity tariff in 2020. ani

and chargesheet against Mann
and other AAP leaders over a
protest against a hike in elec-
tricity tariffin 2020.

The FIR had invoked Sec-
tions 147 (rioting), 149 (unlawful
assembly), 332 (voluntarily
causing hurt to deter a public
servant from duty), and 353 (as-
sault or criminal force to deter
apublicservant from discharge
of duty) of the IPC.

Quashing the FIR and the
chargesheet, the HC held that
the material on record did not
disclose a prima facie case
against the petitioners.

“The nature of alleged insti-
gation by the petitioners has
also not been mentioned; nor
have specific words or gestures

of any kind been attributed to
them. Therefore, there is no
basistoascribe thealleged act
of throwing stones by the mob
to the petitioners...” the high
court had observed.

The HC also noted that no

prohibitory order under Sec-
tion144 CrPC was in forceat the
site. The chargesheet itself said
that the petitioners and
hundreds of other participants
were yet to be identified for a
supplementary challan. “The
immediate trigger for the mob
turning furious and behaving
the way it did appears to be
shooting of water on them as
per orders of the Duty Magis-
trate,” the HC said.

It further observed that
stone pelting began only after
that and the injuries to police
personnel were consistent with
jostling in the crowd rather
than a deliberate attack.

The FIR was registered in
2020 onthe complaint of police
constable Manpreet Kaur who
alleged AAP leaders including
Mann, Harpal Singh Cheema,
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer,
Baljinder Kaur, Aman Aroraled
protesters toward the Punjab
CM's residence in Chandigarh.

AP POWER GENERATION CORPORATION Ltd.,
VS, VIJAYAWADA-520004

NIT No: 510000302
Name of the work: "Dr. NTTPS - Procurement of steel material required for units 1 to §
of Dr. NTTPS for the year 2026-27" through e-procurement.

Schedule available Date

& Time: 15.07.2026-18.00 Hrs

onwards. Bid submission Closing Date & Time: 05.08.2026-15.00 Hrs. For other details

visit the website: www.apeprocurement.g

Ph: 0866-2526446, 2526455,

No. 5257PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Date: 16/07/2026

NORTHERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM

Ref.: Tender Notice Mo. 19/2026-2027 dated 12.06.2026 S. No. 07
Tender No. 77269008RGC Opening date 15.07.2026.

In reference to above, tender opening date has been extended from
15.07.2026 to 15.08.2026. All other terms and conditions remain

unchanged.

The corrigendum has been published on website www.ireps.gov.in

25.08.2026.

DP/8723/NW/2026
(Court Matter)

Nate: This is the First Gemgandum in above referred lender.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSOD
See Section 82 CrPC / 84 Bhartiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Vikki @ Vikram S/o Man Singh, Rio Jhuggi No. 19/58,
CD Park, Jahangirpuri, Delhi, has committed {oris suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 80/2014, U/S
3241542/149 IPC, PS Jahangirpuri, North-West Distt., Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Vikki @ Vikram cannot be found, and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Vikki @ Vikram has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Vikki @ Vikram the said
accused of FIR No. 80/2014, U/S 324/542/148 IPC, PS
Jahangirpuri, North-West Distt., Delhi, is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

By Order
Sh. Sahil Gupta

Judicial Magistrate First Class-07,
North Distt., Couri No.-06, Ground Fioor,

Rohini Courts, Delhi

Amadipressed thebench tode-
cide the case in the light of the
November13judgment instead
ofleavingit to the High Courts,
Justice Bagchi said “the back-
dropofthejudgement” “in fact
really shocked the conscience
ofthis court, because there was
aninfraction, not of municipal
laws, but the foundation of pre-
sumption of innocence, where
there was pick and choose of
certain individuals accused of
crime by gomg against their
properties...

Justice Bagchi stressed,
“Yes, bulldozers need to be
used when the rule of law is
thwarted by acomfortable cor-
ruption between municipal
authorities and illegal en-
croachers. But then we need
also to protect that under the
guise of implementing law,
there should not be a terrorisa-
tion of individuals, or special
treatment. It actually runs
against one of the basic tenets
that can a person claim
negative equality...”

“No judgment can be
looked at in isolation of the
factualsituation,” Justice Bag-

Cost for dlagn051s
went down from
Rs9451toRs 91,
shows ICMR study

AnonnaDutt
NewDelht July16

DRONES CANbe veryeffectlve
inreducingthe time and cost of
tuberculosis diagnosis, found a
study conducted by the Indian

chi said.

Hegde said his client Ga-
nesh Gupta had a fruit juice
stall on which a bulldozer was
used. Justice Bagchi said, “It
can be used... Question is
whether this person had an
authorisation or the process of
law was followed or not.”

Hegdesaid in his case, there
was a TV anchor who saton a
bulldozer and came there. The
CJlsaid all these facts will have
to be looked at by someone.

Ahmadi said in his matter,
whichinvolved the demolition
ofamosque, there was an egre-
gious breach of the court’s
order.

“The High Court gave me
protection and said you will
givetimeto file reply etcand till
then don’t pass a final order.
Even before a final order was
served upon me, they came
and demolished and thenThad
to move for contempt before
this court and your lordships
gave me order of status quo.”

He said, “So farasTam con-
cerned, there was no action
taken by authorities from 1999
t02024. This action only got

initiated on account of a letter
which was issued by a local
politician where he said how
can you have Asia’s largest
mosque in this particular
state... So, therefore, this is not
one of those standard cases, it
is one of pick and choose... In
my case, there was also no alle-
gation of encroachment on
public property...”

Senior Advocate Singh ar-
gued that if the SC doesn’t
stand up for its own judgment,
then whowill?

“Who said we will not? We
will stand for our judgments.
‘We will direct the HCs toensure
compliance with our judg-
ment,” said the CJI.

Justice Bagchi said what the
bench intended to convey is
that the judgment “cannot be
read asastatute. Judgment has
to be read in the context...”,
more so when there is a caveat
attached toit that the directions
will not be attracted if there is
unauthorised structure in any
public place such as road,
street, footpath, abutting rail-
‘way line or any river body or
water bodies.

'EXPRESS special -

Drones reduce time and
costof TB d1agn081s. Study

D TBdi

Council of Medical

(ICMR) in Telangana.

In the areas where drones
were used to carry patient
samples to centres with mol-
ecular diagnostics, the average
time to receive a TB diagnosis
reduced from 16.6 days to 6.9
days. Importantly, the cost for
this diagnosis went down from
Rs9451tojust Rs91, according
tothe study.

This comes at a time when
the government is looking to-
wards various innovations, in-
cludingseveral Altools, tocatch
up.Indiamissed the deadlineit
set for itself for eliminating TB
by2025. The global deadline for
ending TB is set for 2030. “Af-
fordable and timely accesstodi-
agnosis remains central to In-
dia’s TB elimination efforts.

This study demonstrates
howtechnology can help bridge
geographical barriers and re-
duce the burden on patients,
particularly those living in re-
mote areas.

“The evidence generated
through the i-DRONE initiative
will help inform future public
health innovations while com-
plementingexisting healthcare
deliverysystems,” said Dr Rajiv
Bahl, director general, ICMR.

A hub-and-spoke drone
network was established be-
tween 60 sub-centre, 11 pri-
mary health centres and four
TB units in Telangana — Alair,
Bhongir, Ramannapet, and
Choutuppal — where the
samples from these centres
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is in rural India by speeding up

sample transport, reducing costs and easing travel burdens for

patients, found the study. riLe

were beingtested. The aim was
to see whether it can actually
improve the efficiency of TBdi-
agnosis in remote and rural
areas, especially hilly regions
where poor road infrastructure,
unpredictable weather, and
long distances to the labora-

monthlyincome of lessthanRs
5,000.

Two types of drones were
used for the initiative —an 11.5
kg drone that could carry a2-kg
payload and a 24-kg drone that
could carry an 8 kg payload. De-
tailed flight routes were pre-pro-

tories hamperti 10si

Around 840 people who
had been diagnosed at these
four centres were enrolled for
the study, with 206 individuals
receiving their diagnosis before
the i-drone initiative and 634
afterwards.

Usually, the patients would
have to travel from their re-
spective villages to the TBunits
to get the test if they were
thought to have the infection.
Before the i-DRONE initiative,
patients would have to travel
anywhere between 10 and 30
kilometres by road with often
limited transport facility.

Afterwards, they couldgoto
their nearest sub-centre or pri-
mary health centre —which do
not have the molecular diag-
nostic tests but can collect
sample — and give their spu-
tum that could be transported
using the drones.

“Patients reported travel dif-
ficulties, loss of daily wages,
and stigma as reasons for delay-
ing care,” the study said. Al-
most all of the participants
‘Wwere poor patients, reportinga

m%ﬁmm

keeping in mind the
terrain, population density, and
no-fly zones. Safe take-off and
landingsiteswerealsocreated at
these health centres and TB
units.

What did the pilot
study find?

The study also found that
the proportion of persons re-
ceiving their diagnosis withina
day or two also went up.

The proportion of patients
receiving results the same day
as the sample is sent increased
slightly from 6.3% to 74% with
the drones, but the number of
people receiving the results
next day went up sharply from
1.5%1076.3%.

The study also found that
the proportion experiencing
delays more than 2 days fell
from 92.2% in the pre-drone
phase to 16.3% in the drone
phase, according to the study.
It went on to say that the find-
ings mirror what was also ob-
served in Manipur and Naga-
land where similar drones have
been successfully used.

ISRO moves to halt
exodus of staff from
critical projects

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, July16

AFTER A spate of exits from
crucial projects - including
human spaceflight programme
Gaganyaan - rattled the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), the body has decided to
not accept requests for volun-
tary retirement or resignations
of senior scientific staff associ-
ated with important missions
without a review.

In 2020, ISRO had auth-
orised the heads of its various
centres and units across the
country to accept resignations
orrequests for voluntary retire-
ments of Group A scientific or
technical staff of uptoacertain
rank. In a fresh order dated
July14, ISRO hassaid thatsuch
requests would now have to be
referred tothe department (De-
partment of Space) for action.

“Anysuch requests received
from scientific/technical per-
sonnel, even of and below the
rank of scientist/engineer-SG,
‘may be sent to the Department
with clear recommendations of
thedirectors of centres/heads of
units for final decision,” it said.

Privatesector perks
The space sector was
thrown open to private parties
inthe last decade. This created
new opportunities with better
payand perks for scientists and
engineersinthe field. Staffat al-
most all private space com-
panies in India comprise
former ISRO employees.
Multiple sources told The
Indian Expressthatthe URRao
Satellite Centre (URSC) in Ben-
galuru and the Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Centre (VSSC) in
Thiruvananthapuram, two of
the largest and most prestig-
ious centres of ISRO, witnessed
the bulk of the exodus. This,

they said, prompted the space
department to issue the order.

While VSSC focuses on re-
search and development of
rockets and launch systems,
URSCisinvolved indesignand
development of satellites. The
knowledge and experience of
scientists working with these
bodies is the most sought after
in the Indian industry.

“ISRO management, the
workcultureand environment
of a government sector is no
longer considered attractive
and is not being appreciated by
the younger employees. Then,
there have been instances
when the employees have felt
that the management has fa-
voured some sections of em-
ployees with promotions, while
ignoringothers. Itisafact. Alot
of employees at ISRO are not
very happy working in this kind
of a set-up,” an ISRO official
said on condition of anonym-
ity. The latest order has at-
tracted criticism, said one offi-
cial, as it has amounted to
curtailment of powers of ISRO’s
centre directors who were very
high-ranking officials.

“Any government em-
ployee, including those at ISRO,
is entitled to apply for volun-
tary retirement after 15 years of
service, and this request has to
be processed within three
months. So, theissuance of this
order, dated July 14, is itself
questionable,” said the official.

In Delhi, Science and Tech-
nology Minister JitendraSingh,
also the minister-in-charge of
Space, sought to play down the
issueofattritionin ISRO. Hesaid
theISROmemoin question was
just an administrative order,
andsaid it was notunusual fora
large workforcelike that of ISRO
to see some level of attrition.
“Some people decide to go, but
othersalsojoin,” he said.

BIMSTEC meetin
Delhi: Security chiefs
vOow to combat terror

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 16

NATIONAL SECURITY chiefs
of BIMSTEC countries on
Thursday vowed to jointly
combat regional security chal-
lenges and endorsed new guid-
ing principles to streamline
maritime law enforcement co-
ordination.

This is significant since
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initi-
ative for Multi-Sectoral Tech-
nical and Economic Cooper-
ation) comprises India, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan,
and all of them have stakes in
the developments in the In-
dian Ocean.

The meeting held in New
Delhi was hosted by National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval.
The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said the national
security advisors and heads of
delegations discussed practical
and result-oriented solutions
tocombat terrorism and organ-
ised crime, and to ensure se-
curity in the cyber, maritime
and energy domains.

Itsaid theyalso deliberated
on boosting connectivity, fa-
cilitating efficient disaster
management.

“They adopted guidelines
for the maritime component of
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief. These will help

BIMSTEC member states to
undertake relief operations in
the region,” the MEA said.

“They also endorsed aset of
guiding principles on the con-
duct of maritime law enforce-
ment agencies during interac-
tions atsea,” it said.

The MEA said these prin-
ciples are expected to outline
reference points for increasing
predictability and promoting
safety during maritime engage-
ments among member states.

“As BIMSTEC approaches
its 30th anniversary next year,
the National Security Advisors/
Heads of Delegations reiterated
theirresolve to further enhance
collaboration and knowledge
sharing towards strengthening
regional security, building resil-
ience, and enhancing institu-
tional capacities to address di-
verse security threats,” it said.

Doval underscored the
need for closer regional coop-
eration to tackle evolving se-
curity challenges, saying the
current global landscape
marked by conflicts, geopoliti-
cal uncertainties and dis-
ruptions requires BIMSTEC
member states to work to-
gether and take “decisive ac-
tions” for their mutual benefit.

The NSA said BIMSTEC
have built strong cooperation
across security sectors and
made significant progress in
countering threats.
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SC:Nolive-streaming
of cases argued by
litigants in person

Express News Service
New Delhi, July16

THE FULL Court of the Supreme Court has ap-
proved anew protocol in cases where petitioners
personally appear before it to argue their case.
In its meeting on Wednesday, it resolved that
such proceedings will not be live-streamed or
allowed to be recorded.

The Full Court decided that those who wish
toappear in person will also be given the option
toappear through virtual mode. If they insist on
appearing in person, the conditions will apply.

The decision comes close on the heels of the
incident where a petitioner who appeared be-
fore a bench of Justices K V Viswanathan and
Alok Aradhe on July 10 shouted at the judges
and hurled papers before being removed by the
security personnel.

He also used expletives for the Chief Justice
of India. Thebench, however, decided not toact
against him. Video clips of the incident were
widely shared on social media.
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Monsoon Session: BJP likely to
table 5 new Bills; ‘delimitation
package’ not onits agenda

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, July16

during the session. BJPinsiders
said the malter was likely to

THE BJP-led NDA government
islikelytotable five new Bills, in-
cluding one aimed at making
provisions for registration of
births and deaths more strin-
gent, inadditiontotakingupthe
contentious Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Amendment
Bill in the Monsoon Session,
which starts Monday.

The agenda for the session
does not include the “delimita-
tion package” of which the Nari
Shakti Adhiniyam, or women’s
reservation Bill, is a significant
component. The Bill was de-
feated inthe LokSabhaafter the
NDA failed to secure the two-
thirds majority required for a
Constitutional amendment.

Sources said this “package”,
which requires both total and
special majority in the House of
the People, will need to be tabled
and ratified by the Union Cabi-
net to be put into motion yet
again, which could be taken up

ameet-
ing to be chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh with
NDA leaders on Friday.

The FCRA Amendment Bill,
which seekstoamend the FCRA
(Regulation) Act, 2010, that gov-
ernsthy 1utilisa-

amend Section 13(3) of the Reg-
istration of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969 (as amended in 2023),
in order to make provisions of
registration “more stringent”,
and the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which is in-
lended at replacing an existing

tion of foreign contribution and
foreign hospitality to “ensure
that such inflows do not ad-
versely affect national interest,
public order or national secur-
ity”, waslisted for “consideration
and passing”. The proposed

in this regard, were
among the two new significant
legislation proposed to be taken
upduring the session.

The other proposed legis-
lative business includes the In-
come-Tax (Amendment) Bill,
2026, which aimsto “deepen In-

legislation was tabled March25.  dia'ssovereign debt market”, at-
Accordingtot] the tractin, lobal capital in-
“Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhish- ~ flows and enhance liquidity.

thanBill, 2025, which wasintro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on De-
cember15,2025but later referred
to a Joint Committee of both
Houses, willalsoreturntocentre
stage with the 31-member com-
mittee’s report scheduled to be
presented and considered dur-
ingthe session.

A Bill seeking to further

The other Bills likely to be
tabled are Prevention of Insults
to National Honour (Amend-
ment)Bill, 2026,and aBill which
seeks to align the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Act, 2006 with the
“changing MSME landscape”
and enhance ease of doingbusi-
ness in thesector.

Congtoraise temple donation row, fuel
blending, paper leak issues in House

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16
THE CONGRESS will raise the
Ram Temple donation theft,
ethanol-blended fuelsand ques-
tion paper leaks,amongother is-
sues, in Parliament during the
Monsoon Session that begins
Monday, the party’s communi-
cation in-charge Jairam Ra-
mesh said.

Hesaid the party would also
work to unite the Opposition
againstany delimitation Bill the
government may introduce.

Leader of the Opposition in
RajyaSabha Mallikarjun Kharge
wrote to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday, de-
manding an all-party meeting
onthedelimitation Bill before it
isintroduced in Parliament.
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“I would, once again, re-
quest you to convene an All
Party Meeting to discuss the
Government's revised propo-
sals on delimitation, etc., and
give us adequate time to study
them in detail before they are
introduced in Parliament,”
Kharge wrote.

Congress Parliamentary
Party (CPP) chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
Kharge and other senior party
MPs participated ina CPP meet-
ingin New Delhi on Thursday.

Speaking after the meeting
chaired by Sonia, Ramesh said:
“The Bill, which is reportedly
goingtobetabled by the govern-
ment, wehavenopriorinforma-
tionabout it. We are hoping that
we will be informed about it in

theall-party meeting. Although
itisjust a formality, because in
this meeting 35-40 leaders
speak, some ministerslisten, but
thosetwoat the highest position
dowhat they want todo.”

“Our stand is clear that we
aregoingtooppose it (delimita-
tion Bill),” the MP said, but reit-
erated that the Congress favours
theimmediate implementation
of the women's reservation Bill.

On the defection of MPs
from the TMC and other Op-
position parties, Ramesh said:
“Itisafact that some parties are
nowdivided. But thisisaninsult
tothe Constitution. Still, the BJP
won’t be able to touch two-
thirds majority. Our senior
leadership—Rahul Gandhiand
Mallikarjun Kharge is in touch
with them.”

Key Projects for
Inauguration

IMD: Dry conditions to prevail 715/720: Panshul
in most partsuntiimonthend Bansal, Aryan

Guptashare top
NEET-UG rank

Express News Service
Bengaluru, July16

DRY CONDITIONS will prevail
over large parts of the country
for the remaining days of July,
except for the east and north-
east regions where rainfall will
continue, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) said
on Thursday.

“Overall, rainfall activity is
likely to be normal to above
normal over most parts of east
and northeast India and below
normal over the remaining
partsofthe country during July
16-22. Normal rainfall is likely
over central India during July
22-29.” the IMD said in its
weekly forecast.

The IMD had forecast
below-normal rainfall (about
94 per cent of the long period
average) over the country dur-
ing July. Atthe end of the first
halfofthe month, the country's

cent. With the rainfall having
taken a break since July 9 over
most parts of the country, the
country-wide seasonal deficit
hasslipped to 24 per cent.

As for most of the remaining
days of July, the monsoonal
trough - an elongated zone of
low pressure areas prominent
durmg this season - would be

muchtothenorthof

cast, heavytoveryheavyrainfall
is likely to occur over Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and
eastand western regionsof Uttar
Pradesh till July 22. Very heavy
rain (120-200mm in 24-hours)
warning prevails for Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Ut-
and east Uttar Pra-

itsnormal position and remain
closer to the Himalayan foot-
hills. Correspondingy, the rain-
fall over south, central and
northwest India expected tore-
mains subdued. Rainfall over
central Indiaislikely to pickup
towards the last week of July,
when this trough would swing
backtoits normal position, the
Met office said.

IMD also said that strong
northwesterly winds will be
dominant and prevent the in-
flow of monsoonal winds that
cause rainfall.

desh during July19-21.
Likewise, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-
land, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura are bracing for very
heavy rainfall which is ex-
pected to continue till July 19.
Heatwave conditions will
prevail over coastal Andhra Pra-
desh, Yanam, Rayalaseema,
‘Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karai-
kal on July 17. Muggy weather
will prevail over Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Yanam and

rainfall deficit stood at 8 per According to the latest fore-  Rayalaseema till July 22.
Wife a suspect as Karnataka | T Srinivasa Kumar
doctoriskilled, son stabbed | appointedEarth
Express News Service sidearoom ofthe family’ssixth- SCIe nces Secy
Bengaluru, July 16 floorapartmentat RankaApart- | ExpressNews Service

ment, opposite Pawan High | New Delhi, July16

A45-YEAR-old anaesthetist was
allegedly murdered inside his
apartmentinKarnataka’s Dhar-
wad, while his eight-year-old
son was left critically injured
with multiple stabwounds. The
police have detained the doc-
tor’s 42-year-old wife, the only
other adult present in the flat,
whowas allegedly found sitting
beside her husband’s body and
looking at her mobile phone
when officials arrived on Wed-
nesday night.

The police said they are
treating the case as suspected
murderand attempted murder
and investigating the sequence
of events and the motive be-
hind the incident.

‘Thevictim, DrKiran Honan-
navar, was an anaesthetist at
Chirayu Hospital. His body was
found with multiple injuries in-

School. In another room, the
couple’s son was found lying in
a pool of blood with multiple
stabinjuries. Hewasrushedtoa
private hospital, where he re-
mains in critical condition. Ac-
cordingto police, the only occu-
pants of the apartment at the
time of the incident were Dr
Kiran, his wife, Dr Priyanka Ka-
tanahalli, 42, an ophthalmol-
ogist, and their son. Investigators
said there were nosignsof forced
entry into the apartment and
suspect Priyanka’sinvolvement
inthe crimes.

Hubballi-Dharwad Police
Commissioner N Shashikumar
said: “There were only three
people inside the house—the
husband, wife and child.”
There are no signs of forced
entry. We need to investigate
what happened.”
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New Delhi, July 16

THE NATIONAL Testing
Agency (NTA) on Wednesday
declared the result of the Na-
tional Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (Undergraduate), NEET
(UG) 2026, with Aryan Gupta
from Punjab and Panshul Ban-
sal from Haryana jointly secur-
ing the highest score of 715 out
0f 720 marks.

Among the State Toppers,
Jigmet Yangchan Lamo from
Ladakh scored 530 marks,
Dhruv Tripathi from the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
scored 606 marks, and
Fahmida Anees from Lakshad-
weep scored 573 marks.

State Toppers were re-
corded across every North-
Eastern state as well. Of the
State Toppers, 17 scored 700
marks orabove, while 26 scored
above 690 marks.

Beyond the top scorers, the
NTA data showed that 1,492
candidates scored 650 marks
and above, 10,160 candidates
scored 600 marks and above,

T SRINIVASA Kumar, former
head ofthe Hyderabad-based In-
dian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS),
hasbeenappointed the new Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Earth
Sciences, a government order
said on Thursday.

Srinivasawas currently work-
ing as the head of the Indian
Ocean Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System (IOTWMS)
secretariat in Perth,
Australia.Srinivasa has beenap-
pointed for two years, the gov-
ernment order said.

He succeeds M Ravichan-
dran, who retired in May this
year after a nearly five-year stint
in office. Srinivasa is one of the
architects of India's tsunami
early warning system, having
served asits project director.
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and 90,780 candid. scored
500 marks and above.
According to the NTA, a
total of 19 candidates scored
above 700 out of 720 marks.
The Top 17 rankers who
scored more than 705 marks
came from eight states — Pun-
jab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, htra, Bihar,

Panshul Bansal at his residence

Of these, 11.21 lakh candi-
dates have qualified for admis-
siontoundergraduate medical,
dental, AYUSH, and allied pro-
grammes.

The NTA said the result was
declared in time to keep the
medical admission and coun-
selling calendar on track.

Scorecards for all candi-
dates, along with the full list of
Top Rankers, State Toppers,
category-wise toppers, cat-
egory-wise cut-off marks, and
language-wise participation
data, are available on the offi-
cial website, neet.nta.nic.in.

More than 58 per cent of all
qualified candidates are
women.

The NTA noted that women
also qualified at a higher rate
than men — 56.8 per cent of
women who appeared quali-

Tamil Nadu, and Telangana.

Inall, 138 candidates scored
above 690 marks, coming from
66 cities across the country. Of
these top scorers, over 93 per
cent appeared for NEET (UG)
for the first time, and 99 per
cent were between 17 and 19
years of age.

Close to 20 lakh candidates
appeared for NEET (UG) 2026,
held on June 21, 2026, at 5,440
centres spread across 551 cities
inIndia and 14 cities abroad.
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fied, 0 55.1 per cent
of men who appeared.

As per the NTA, the cat-
egory-wise break-up of quali-
fied candidates is as follows:
General category, 2.91 lakh;
OBC-NCL, 5.12 lakh; SC, 1.59
lakh; ST, 63,716; Gen-EWS,
95,026; PWBD, 3,666; and PwD,
303. Category-wise cut-off
marks and percentiles have
also been published simulta-
neously.

NEET-UG was conducted in
13languages
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table 5 new Bills; ‘delimitation
package’ not on agenda for now

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, July16

during the session. BJPinsiders
said the malter was likely to

THE BJP-led NDA government
islikelytotable five new Bills, in-
cluding one aimed at making
provisions for registration of
births and deaths more strin-
gent, inadditiontotakingupthe
contentious Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Amendment
Bill in the Monsoon Session,
which starts Monday.

The agenda for the session
does not include the “delimita-
tion package” of which the Nari
Shakti Adhiniyam, or women’s
reservation Bill, is a significant
component. The Bill was de-
feated inthe LokSabhaafter the
NDA failed to secure the two-
thirds majority required for a
Constitutional amendment.

Sources said this “package”,
which requires both total and
special majority in the House of
the People, will need to be tabled
and ratified by the Union Cabi-
net to be put into motion yet
again, which could be taken up

ameet-
ing to be chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh with
NDA leaders on Friday.

The FCRA Amendment Bill,
which seekstoamend the FCRA
(Regulation) Act, 2010, that gov-
ernsthy 1utilisa-

amend Section 13(3) of the Reg-
istration of Births and Deaths
Act, 1969 (as amended in 2023),
in order to make provisions of
registration “more stringent”,
and the Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, which is in-
lended at replacing an existing

tion of foreign contribution and
foreign hospitality to “ensure
that such inflows do not ad-
versely affect national interest,
public order or national secur-
ity”, waslisted for “consideration
and passing”. The proposed

in this regard, were
among the two new significant
legislation proposed to be taken
upduring the session.

The other proposed legis-
lative business includes the In-
come-Tax (Amendment) Bill,
2026, which aimsto “deepen In-

legislation was tabled March25.  dia'ssovereign debt market”, at-
Accordingtot] the tractin, lobal capital in-
“Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhish- ~ flows and enhance liquidity.

thanBill, 2025, which wasintro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on De-
cember15,2025but later referred
to a Joint Committee of both
Houses, willalsoreturntocentre
stage with the 31-member com-
mittee’s report scheduled to be
presented and considered dur-
ingthe session.

A Bill seeking to further

The other Bills likely to be
tabled are Prevention of Insults
to National Honour (Amend-
ment)Bill, 2026,and aBill which
seeks to align the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Act, 2006 with the
“changing MSME landscape”
and enhance ease of doingbusi-
ness in thesector.

Congtoraise temple donation row, fuel
blending, paper leak issues in House

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16
THE CONGRESS will raise the
Ram Temple donation theft,
ethanol-blended fuelsand ques-
tion paper leaks,amongother is-
sues, in Parliament during the
Monsoon Session that begins
Monday, the party’s communi-
cation in-charge Jairam Ra-
mesh said.

Hesaid the party would also
work to unite the Opposition
againstany delimitation Bill the
government may introduce.

Leader of the Opposition in
RajyaSabha Mallikarjun Kharge
wrote to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday, de-
manding an all-party meeting
onthedelimitation Bill before it
isintroduced in Parliament.
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“I would, once again, re-
quest you to convene an All
Party Meeting to discuss the
Government's revised propo-
sals on delimitation, etc., and
give us adequate time to study
them in detail before they are
introduced in Parliament,”
Kharge wrote.

Congress Parliamentary
Party (CPP) chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
Kharge and other senior party
MPs participated ina CPP meet-
ingin New Delhi on Thursday.

Speaking after the meeting
chaired by Sonia, Ramesh said:
“The Bill, which is reportedly
goingtobetabled by the govern-
ment, wehavenopriorinforma-
tionabout it. We are hoping that
we will be informed about it in

theall-party meeting. Although
itisjust a formality, because in
this meeting 35-40 leaders
speak, some ministerslisten, but
thosetwoat the highest position
dowhat they want todo.”

“Our stand is clear that we
aregoingtooppose it (delimita-
tion Bill),” the MP said, but reit-
erated that the Congress favours
theimmediate implementation
of the women's reservation Bill.

On the defection of MPs
from the TMC and other Op-
position parties, Ramesh said:
“Itisafact that some parties are
nowdivided. But thisisaninsult
tothe Constitution. Still, the BJP
won’t be able to touch two-
thirds majority. Our senior
leadership—Rahul Gandhiand
Mallikarjun Kharge is in touch
with them.”

Key Projects for
Inauguration

in most partsuntiimonthend Bansal, Aryan

Guptashare top
NEET-UG rank

Express News Service
Bengaluru, July16

DRY CONDITIONS will prevail
over large parts of the country
for the remaining days of July,
except for the east and north-
east regions where rainfall will
continue, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) said
on Thursday.

“Overall, rainfall activity is
likely to be normal to above
normal over most parts of east
and northeast India and below
normal over the remaining
partsofthe country during July
16-22. Normal rainfall is likely
over central India during July
22-29.” the IMD said in its
weekly forecast.

The IMD had forecast
below-normal rainfall (about
94 per cent of the long period
average) over the country dur-
ing July. Atthe end of the first
halfofthe month, the country's

cent. With the rainfall having
taken a break since July 9 over
most parts of the country, the
country-wide seasonal deficit
hasslipped to 24 per cent.

As for most of the remaining
days of July, the monsoonal
trough - an elongated zone of
low pressure areas prominent
durmg this season - would be

muchtothenorthof

cast, heavytoveryheavyrainfall
is likely to occur over Jammu
and Kashmir, Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and
eastand western regionsof Uttar
Pradesh till July 22. Very heavy
rain (120-200mm in 24-hours)
warning prevails for Jammu and
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Ut-
and east Uttar Pra-

itsnormal position and remain
closer to the Himalayan foot-
hills. Correspondingly, the rain-
fall over south, central and
northwest India expected tore-
mains subdued. Rainfall over
central Indiaislikely to pickup
towards the last week of July,
when this trough would swing
backtoits normal position, the
Met office said.

IMD also said that strong
northwesterly winds will be
dominant and prevent the in-
flow of monsoonal winds that
cause rainfall.

desh during July19-21.
Likewise, Arunachal Pra-
desh, Assam, Meghalaya, Naga-
land, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura are bracing for very
heavy rainfall which is ex-
pected to continue till July 19.
Heatwave conditions will
prevail over coastal Andhra Pra-
desh, Yanam, Rayalaseema,
‘Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karai-
kal on July 17. Muggy weather
will prevail over Punjab, Ha-
ryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Yanam and

rainfall deficit stood at 8 per According to the latest fore-  Rayalaseema till July 22.
Wife a suspect as Karnataka | T Srinivasa Kumar
doctoriskilled, son stabbed | appointedEarth
Express News Service sidearoom ofthe family’ssixth- SCIe nces Secy
Bengaluru, July 16 floorapartmentat RankaApart- | ExpressNews Service

ment, opposite Pawan High | New Delhi, July16

A45-YEAR-old anaesthetist was
allegedly murdered inside his
apartmentinKarnataka’s Dhar-
wad, while his eight-year-old
son was left critically injured
with multiple stabwounds. The
police have detained the doc-
tor’s 42-year-old wife, the only
other adult present in the flat,
whowas allegedly found sitting
beside her husband’s body and
looking at her mobile phone
when officials arrived on Wed-
nesday night.

The police said they are
treating the case as suspected
murderand attempted murder
and investigating the sequence
of events and the motive be-
hind the incident.

‘Thevictim, DrKiran Honan-
navar, was an anaesthetist at
Chirayu Hospital. His body was
found with multiple injuries in-

School. In another room, the
couple’s son was found lying in
a pool of blood with multiple
stabinjuries. Hewasrushedtoa
private hospital, where he re-
mains in critical condition. Ac-
cordingto police, the only occu-
pants of the apartment at the
time of the incident were Dr
Kiran, his wife, Dr Priyanka Ka-
tanahalli, 42, an ophthalmol-
ogist, and their son. Investigators
said there were nosignsof forced
entry into the apartment and
suspect Priyanka’sinvolvement
inthe crimes.

Hubballi-Dharwad Police
Commissioner N Shashikumar
said: “There were only three
people inside the house—the
husband, wife and child.”
There are no signs of forced
entry. We need to investigate
what happened.”
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Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

THE NATIONAL Testing
Agency (NTA) on Wednesday
declared the result of the Na-
tional Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (Undergraduate), NEET
(UG) 2026, with Aryan Gupta
from Punjab and Panshul Ban-
sal from Haryana jointly secur-
ing the highest score of 715 out
0f 720 marks.

Among the State Toppers,
Jigmet Yangchan Lamo from
Ladakh scored 530 marks,
Dhruv Tripathi from the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands
scored 606 marks, and
Fahmida Anees from Lakshad-
weep scored 573 marks.

State Toppers were re-
corded across every North-
Eastern state as well. Of the
State Toppers, 17 scored 700
marks orabove, while 26 scored
above 690 marks.

Beyond the top scorers, the
NTA data showed that 1,492
candidates scored 650 marks
and above, 10,160 candidates
scored 600 marks and above,

T SRINIVASA Kumar, former
head ofthe Hyderabad-based In-
dian National Centre for Ocean
Information Services (INCOIS),
hasbeenappointed the new Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Earth
Sciences, a government order
said on Thursday.

Srinivasawas currently work-
ing as the head of the Indian
Ocean Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System (IOTWMS)
secretariat in Perth,
Australia.Srinivasa has beenap-
pointed for two years, the gov-
ernment order said.

He succeeds M Ravichan-
dran, who retired in May this
year after a nearly five-year stint
in office. Srinivasa is one of the
architects of India's tsunami
early warning system, having
served asits project director.
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and 90,780 candid. scored
500 marks and above.
According to the NTA, a
total of 19 candidates scored
above 700 out of 720 marks.
The Top 17 rankers who
scored more than 705 marks
came from eight states — Pun-
jab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, htra, Bihar,

Panshul Bansal at his residence

Of these, 11.21 lakh candi-
dates have qualified for admis-
siontoundergraduate medical,
dental, AYUSH, and allied pro-
grammes.

The NTA said the result was
declared in time to keep the
medical admission and coun-
selling calendar on track.

Scorecards for all candi-
dates, along with the full list of
Top Rankers, State Toppers,
category-wise toppers, cat-
egory-wise cut-off marks, and
language-wise participation
data, are available on the offi-
cial website, neet.nta.nic.in.

More than 58 per cent of all
qualified candidates are
women.

The NTA noted that women
also qualified at a higher rate
than men — 56.8 per cent of
women who appeared quali-

Tamil Nadu, and Telangana.

Inall, 138 candidates scored
above 690 marks, coming from
66 cities across the country. Of
these top scorers, over 93 per
cent appeared for NEET (UG)
for the first time, and 99 per
cent were between 17 and 19
years of age.

Close to 20 lakh candidates
appeared for NEET (UG) 2026,
held on June 21, 2026, at 5,440
centres spread across 551 cities
inIndia and 14 cities abroad.

Assemblv Consﬂtuenmes

Distribution of

Appreciation Letters
Government Schemes

fied, 0 55.1 per cent
of men who appeared.

As per the NTA, the cat-
egory-wise break-up of quali-
fied candidates is as follows:
General category, 2.91 lakh;
OBC-NCL, 5.12 lakh; SC, 1.59
lakh; ST, 63,716; Gen-EWS,
95,026; PWBD, 3,666; and PwD,
303. Category-wise cut-off
marks and percentiles have
also been published simulta-
neously.

NEET-UG was conducted in
131anguages.
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SCjudge flags Class 9
stress, suggests third
language from Class 6

Remarks came
after TN raised
concerns over the
three-language
policy duringa
hearingon
Navodaya schools

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 16

THE SUPREME Court said on
Friday that the third language
should beintroduced in Class 6,
notClass 9, observingthatlearn-
inganewlanguageayearbefore
board examinations can be
stressful for students.

Presiding over a two-judge
bench, Justice BV Nagarathna
made the remarks while hear-
ing an appeal by the Tamil
Nadu government challenging
aMadras High Court direction
to facilitate the establishment
of Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
layas (JNVs) in every district of
the state. The High Court had
held that the state's refusal to
permit JNVs curtailed students'
right to choose educational in-
stitutions and was inconsistent
with the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Educa-
tion Act of 2009.

The bench, also comprising
Justice R Mahadevan, coun-
selled the state not to oppose
every Central scheme merely
because they come from the
Centre. “You may have your
educationsystem, butdon't pre-
vent the Central government
schools. Don't have this attitude
that‘itisthe Uniongovernment,
why should we accept it’,” Jus-
tice Nagarathna said.

The CBSE’s three-language
policy has been challenged be-
fore the Supreme Court in peti-
tions pending before a bench
presided over by Chief Justice of
India SuryaKant.

While the three-language
policy was not a direct issue in
the matter heard on Thursday,
the Tamil Nadu Government
counsel flagged the state’s con-
cerns regarding the policy dur-
ingthe hearing. Thisinvited the
comments from the bench.

Justice Nagarathna pointed
out that as per the policy, “The
state language has to be taught,
Englishhastobetaughtand any
third language. It doesn't say
Hindi.” The counsel appearing
forthe petitioner, on whose plea
the Madras HC passed its order,
said the National Education Pol-
icy (NEP) bars the imposition of
any language on any state. This
prompted Justice Nagarthna to
ask, “You don't want Hindj, but
ifit's Sanskrit, whatistheissue?"

When informed that the
third language becomes man-
datory only from Class 9, Jus-
tice Nagarathna said, “That is
verybad. The ninthstandard is
stressful. Why do you introduce
anew language in the ninth
grade? You introduce it in the
sixth.”

“UnionofIndia, please don't
have a third language in the
ninth standard,” she said.
“CBSE, ICSE, State Board, tenth
standard is a board exam. From
the end of the eighth standard
onwards, the pressure starts...
Don't start a new language in
9th. Startitin 6th...”

Fixingthe matter forhearing
next on August 11, the court
noted that discussions between
the Centre and the state on the
issue are still on and that the
question of hearing it on merits
‘would arise only if they fail.

‘Beefraid’ on housein
UP: Police arrest four
more after ‘encounter’

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, July 16

NEARLY THREE weeks after it
arrested three women after a
raid onahouse in Kaushambi's
Sarai Akil area over allegations
of cowslaughter and cooking of
beef, police have made more ar-
rests in connection with the
case following an “encounter”.
Accordingtopolice, they re-
ceived information that the ac-
cused were hiding in an or-
chard. When they reached the
spot, the suspects opened fire,
policesaid, and inthe exchange,
Mohammad Arshad alias Ched-
dan sustained a bullet injury to
his leg. Three other suspects,
Sunne alias Iliyas Khan, Nafees
and Fakrul, werearrested, while
two of the accused managed to
escape, police said.
Kaushambi Circle Officer
Shivank Singh said a forensic
report fromalaboratory in Ma-
thura had confirmed that the
meatsamplesseized duringthe
June 24 raid from Arshad’s
house in Kaushambi were that
ofbeef. The accused have been
booked under various provi-
sions of the Uttar Pradesh Pre-
vention of Cow: Actat

are residents of Panara Gopal-
purvillage.

Theother two held are from
the neighbouring villages of
Khanpur Pathanpurwa and
Khopa. Police said Nafees and
Fakrul’s names had come up
during the course of the inves-
tigation.

The absconding accused are
the husbands of Shaista and
Fatima, identified as Irfan and
Badkau.

Police had announced a re-
ward of Rs 25,000 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of the
accused.

Officialssaid they raided Ar-
shad’s house based on a tip-off
that beef was being cooked
there. When they reached the
spot, police said, several men
ran out of the house and fled,
and they arrested the three
‘Wwomen present.

Panara Gopalpurisavillage
ofabout 6,000 residents witha
mixed population, and located
around 30 km from the Kau-
shambi district headquarters.

Sushil Pathak, a “represen-
tative” of Panara Gopalpur sar-
panch Cheedi Lal, said Arshad
had previously been accused of
cattle smuggling but had re-

Sarai Akil Police Station in Kau-
shambi.

The three women who were
held during the June 24 raid,
Shama Parveen, Shaista and
Fatima, are related to Arshad,
who has six previous criminal
cases registered against him,
thelastof them in 2016. All four

cently switched to trading
goats. Expressing surprise at
the allegations against the
family, Pathak said their
relatives who also live in the
areaare caring for the children
of the women.

The relatives could not be
contacted.

SEXUAL ASSAULT CASE

Tarun Tejpal’s counsel claims
complainant not ‘sterling
witness’, points to ‘contradictions’

Pavneet Singh Chadha
Panaji, July 16

'WHILE OPPOSING the state’s
plea challenging his acquittal,
Tarun Tejpal, the former editor-
in-chief of Tehelka, whowas ac-
cused of sexually assaulting his
then colleague inaGoahotel in
2013, told the High Court of
Bombay at Goa on Thursday
that the complainant’s testi-
mony was notofa “sterling wit-
ness”, claiming that there were
contradictionsin her testimony.

A journalist had com-
plained that Tejpal sexually as-
saulted herin the hotel elevator
on November 7, 2013, and No-
vember 8, 2013. In 2021, a
sessions court in Goaacquitted

Tejpal of all charges, observing
that the complainant “did not
demonstrate any kind of nor-
mative behaviour” that a vic-
tim of sexual assault “might
plausibly show”. The Goa gov-
ernment had subsequently
filed an appeal in the High
Court of Bombay at Goa, chal-
lenging theacquittal, and argu-
ments in the case are ongoing.
Relying on the CCTV foot-
age played in the court, Aabad
Ponda, the counsel for Tejpal,
told the High Court that there
were contradictions in the tes-
timony of the complainant dur-
ing the trial regarding the cir-
cumstances and sequence of
eventsin thelift of the hotel on
the day of the alleged incident.

DAYS AFTER ASSAM RIFLES CAMP TARGETED IN SENAPATI DISTRICT

CRPF redraws SOP for Manipur |

Lays stress onuse
of bulletproof
vehicles, women
personnel in
troop movement

Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, July 16

DAYS AFTER a mob attacked
an Assam Rifles camp in Sena-
pati district of Manipur, the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) has reworked its strat-
egy for troop movement and
field deployment in the state.

Sources said the revised in-
structions placessts

Charred remains of a vehicle
that was torched by amobin
Manipur’s Senapati district,
PTI

sis on protected and guarded
movement of personnel, both
for administrative duties and
operational tasks.

Around 100 bulletproof ve-
hicles have been sent to Ma-
nipur to strengthen force pro-
tection and mobility, officials

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
July16

WHEN HE slipped into Tamil
Nadu 39 years ago after his
brother-in-law was hacked to
death, Mohanan Pillai from Ve-
liyam village in Kerala’s Kollam
district hoped to shed all traces
ofhis past. Heallegedly changed
everything about himself - he
slipped intoanewidentity, mar-
ried and rebuilt hislife.

That is, until a tiny slip dur-
ingahospital visit led the police
straight back to him. This week,
Mohanan Pillai Kodiyattu was
arrested for the murder of his
brother-in-law Chandrasekha-
ran Pillai, bringing an end toa
four-decade-long search. In the
time that passed, much had
changed: Mohanan, now 64 and
going by Rajan Keshavan, be-
camethe father of two children,
earnedalivingthroughoddjobs
athotels and shops, and had al-
legedly become an alcoholic.

“We probed into details of
Mohanan’s family. Ourteamac-
cidentallystumbled onaperson
who told us that a few months
ago, he had met someone at the
Kottayam Government Medical
College Hospital asking about
the Kodiyattu family in Ve-
liyam,” saysinvestigating officer

said. CRPF personnel have
been directed to move only in
bulletproof vehicles in sensitive
areas, said sources.
“Administrative move-
ment, which often involves
routine deployment, supply,

coordination and movement
between camps or duty points,
has also been brought under
tighter security protocol. Such
movement will now have to be
well-guarded and planned in
advance,” an official said.

As part of the revised strat-
egy, women personnel will be
included in troop movement
teams, as and when required.
This decision was taken in view
of recent instances when
‘women protesters took the lead
in surrounding security forces
during operations or move-
ment, an official said.

‘The CRPF has also deployed
two CoBRA (Commando Bat-
talion for Resolute Action) bat-
talions in the state. “One of the
key responsibilities of the
CoBRA units will be to destroy

ested routes, where convoysare
considered vulnerable,” the of-
ficial said.

According to officials,
around 320 companies of the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs), excluding the Assam
Rifles, are currently deployed
in Manipur, as part of the
Centre’s efforts to stabilise the
security situation in the state,
which has witnessed prolonged
ethnic violence.

The CRPFis alsoworking to
reduce hostility from Kuki
groups with confidence-build-
ing measures and careful de-
ployment patterns to prevent
further escalation, said offi-
cials.

On Tuesday night, a mob
targeted an Assam Rifles camp,
following a search operation to

track armed cadresof

bunkers etup by out-
lawed groups belonging to the
Kuki, Meitei and Naga commu-
nities. Security forces are also
clearing suspected ambush
points, particularly along
curves, hilly stretches and for-

' EXPRESS special '
A hospital visit, a forgotten family
name: How a murder accused from
Kerala was caught after 39 years

This week, Mohanan Pillai Kodiyattu (left) was arrested for the
murder of his brother-in-law Chandrasekharan Pillai (right),
bringing an end to a four-decade-long search. express

and Pooyappally SHO O P Shaji-
mon. According to the police,
Mohanan hacked hisbrother-in-
law Chandrasekharan Pillai to
deathonJanuary11,1987.Chan-
drasekharan, then 35, used to
brew illicit liquor and allegedly
keptitat Mohanan’s house, lead-
ing to disagreements between
them. That day, the disagree-
mentsallegedly cametoahead,
and Mohanan went to geta ma-
chete from a neighbour’s house
and slit Chandrasekharan’s
neck. Investigators would find
this weapon at the house.

Soon after, he allegedly
went into hiding, slipping into
Tamil Nadu and working as a
hotelagent in the Christian pil-

grimage town of Velankanni in
Nagapattinam district. Here, he
met his wife Valsa, who worked
‘with a Kottayam-based family
on pilgrimage.

“While staying at a hotel,
Rajan struck up an acquaint-
ance with all of us. He was of-
fered ajob by the family at their
rubber nursery in Kottayam,”
Valsa says. Taking up the fam-
ily’s offer, Rajan went to Kot-
tayam months later and event-
ually asked to marry Valsa. The
couple have two children —a
37-year-old daughter and 35-
year-old son.

“My family was poorand my
older brother was struggling to
‘marry meoff. Hence, the propo-

the NSCN (IM). The mob re-
sorted to stone-pelting, arson
and vandalism, prompting se-
curity forces to fire blank

| *BRIEFLY
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Narrow escape for 47 Amarnath
pilgrims after their bus catches fire

row

FORTY SEVEN Amarnath pilgrims, on Thursday hadanar-
theis the

-Sri-

nagar national h\ghway near Karolin Ramban district of
Jammu and Kashmir. The pilgrims from Rajasthan were on
their way home after darshan at Amarnath shrine in South
KashmirHimalayas, officials said, adding the incident took
place around 4.15 pm. The police control room at Ramban
confirmed thefireincident, adding that all the passengers

dis-
perse thecrowd, officials said.

sal from Rajan, who pretended
tobe an orphan, was irresistible
for all of us. We started living in
my house and he was known
after our house name Kalayil,”
Valsasays.

Investigators back in Ve-
liyam went on a manhunt, con-
ducting searches as far away as
Mumbai, where Mohanan had
worked earlier. Then, evenwith-
out a suspect in custody, a
chargesheet was filed but the
trial waskept inabeyance. Soon,
the crime faded fromeveryone’s
memory except a few police of-
ficersand the case went cold.

Recently, the police revived
the case and began looking for
fresh leads. It was during this
thatthey allegedly found thein-
formation that led them to Mo-
hanan. “That person was learnt
to be inquiring after the Ko-
diyattu family, and had also re-
vealed that he was living in Kot-
tayam’s Kallaravillage,” the SHO
says. “Our team went to Kot-
tayamdistrictand shared details
with various stations.”

In Kottayam, the police
found that Mohanan was now
married and a father, had taken
upjobsathotelsandlocal shops.

The police are now waiting
to conduct DNA tests to for-
mally confirm his identity as
Mohanan.

Kandhamal riots investigation reports missing,
former CMO officials summoned in Odisha

Sujit Bisoyi
Bhubaneswar, July16

THE ODISHA Police have sum-
moned two former senior
bureaucrats who served in the
chief minister's office (CMO)
under the previous Biju Janata
Dal government as part of an
investigation into the alleged
disappearance of two inquiry
commission reports.
Summons have been issued
to retired IAS officer Rajesh
Verma and former Indian Rail-
way Traffic Service (IRTS) of-
ficer Manoj Mishraas part of the
investigation into the alleged

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, July 16

INDIAN SPACE-TECH startup
Skyroot Aerospace will attempt
the first orbital launch of its in-
digenously developed rocket,
Vikram-1, on Saturday, July 18,
at11.30 am, from the country’s
premier spaceport at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sri-
harikota. The mission, named
‘Aagaman’, meaning ‘arrival’,
marks a milestone for India’s
private space sector: the na-
tion’s first-ever attempt to place
a payload into orbit using a
completely privately developed
launch vehicle.

All necessary airspace and
maritime notices have been is-
sued establishing restricted
zones during the launch win-
dow, according to the company.

“We have done everything
that could be done to test Vik-

disappearance of two reports —
one pertaining to the killing of
Hinduseer Laxmananda Saras-
watiinKandhamalin2008,and
the other on the fire at SUM
medical college in 2016.

Thetworetired bureaucrats
have been asked to appear on
July22. Theydid not respond to
callsand texts fora comment.

“You are requested to bring
with you any documents, rec-
ords, electronic devices or any
other material relevant to the
investigation that may be in
'your possession or control,” the
notice issued to Verma on Wed-
nesday said.

ram-1on the ground. On July
18, we are eager to see how Vik-
ram-1 performs in a real flight
environment for the first time,”
said Pawan Kumar Chandna,
co-founder and CEO of the
company.

“This is our first test flight,
and we will be getting valuable
data from it. This will be foun-
dational to Skyroot’s aspir-
ations of establishing launch
cadence. We are excited to see
this through,” he added.

Even in its first flight, Vik-
ram-1will carry several tech-
nology demonstrations from
the Indian earth-observation
nanosatellite maker Grahaa
Space, Indian space debris re-
moval company Cosmoserve,
space component developer
DCubed, and its own SCOPE
satellite, which will collect im-
portant flight data. Aside from
this, Vikram-1 will also carry a

Verma served as principal
secretary to former chief min-
ister Naveen Patnaik between
2017 and 2019 and served as
secretary to President Drou-
padi Murmu after joining the
central deputation in 2022.
Mishra served as secretary of
the Electronics and IT Depart-
ment and as officer on special
duty (OSD) in the CMO during
the BJD rule. Mishra resigned
after the change of government
inJune2024.

Police sources said that
since the two retired officials
appear to be acquainted “with
the facts and circumstances of

the case”, they were asked to
appear for examination and ex-
tend cooperation.

The complainant alleged
that while several other reports
and files forwarded by the
home department to the CMO
were returned on June 4, 2024
—whenthe Assembly election
results became clear — these
two are still missing.

The FIR claimed that the
“disappearance” of the reports
created a reasonable suspicion
that they may have been “in-
tentionally removed, retained,
concealed, destroyed or other-
wise unlawfully dealt with”.

India’s first private orbital rocket, Vikram-1, stands fully stacked at
Sriharikota for the upcoming ‘Mission Aagaman’ test flight.
CREDIT:INSTAGRAM/@SKYROOTAEROSPACE
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safely. Eye wit

id the CRPF person-

nel deployed at Karol noticed the fire and immediately
started evacuating the passengers. Teams of Army, SDRF,
Fireand Emergency Services, and othersjoined them. ENS

3minor boys
drownin pitin
Chhattisgarh

TWO MINORsiblings and
anotherboydrownedina
rainwater-filled pitin Chhat-
tisgarh’s Rajnandgaon dis-
trict, police said on Thurs-
day. A4-year-oldboy and
two brothers, both aged 8
‘wentout to play. When they
didn’treturn, their family
and villagerslaunched a
searchand found the bodies
inawater-filled pitat night,a
police officer said.The pit
wasallegedly created after
excavation of soil for some
workseveral months back. It
got filled with rainwater fol-
lowmg recentshowers, he

Mumbai FDA
suspends licence
of Parsi Dairy

THE MAHARASHTRAFDA
suspended the food licence
of Mumbai-based Parsi
Dairy Farm Pvt Ltd after
findingserious food safety
and hygiene violations, offi-
cials said on Thursday. It was
partofastatewide enforce-
mentdrive in which food
items worth more than
Rs1.90 crore were seized,
theyadded. Theinspection
conducted onJuly 14, found
fungal growth on walls of the
storage and production
areas, raw material stored on
the floor and no protected
Raw M11k Reception Dock for

raw milk. Durmg
th

said. Vi alleged the
deep pitwasleft th

d ternaction isbarred from
against those responsible. manufacturing, storing, sell-
The exact cause would be ing, or distributing food

ascertained after aninvesti-
gation, the official said. PTI

items, and any violation will
invitelegal action. ENS

Atleast 2dead, many
hurtin crowd surge
during Puri Rath Yatra

Sujit Bisoyi
Puri, July16

AT LEAST TWO men died and
over 100 were hospitalised fol-
lowing an “unprecedented
rush” of devotees during the
Rath Yatra of Lord Jagannath
in  Puri on Thursday,
officials said.

The two menwho died were
aged 60 and 35. Officials said
the 60-year-old collapsed dur-
ingthe rush, after which he was
rushed toa hospital, where doc-
tors declared him dead. The
exact cause of his death re-
mains to be ascertained. The
35-year-old mansuffered acar-
diac arrest and died despite re-
ceiving immediate medical at-
tention, the officials said.

As many as 100 devotees
were admitted to the district
hospital in Puri with injuries
and other medical issues due to
the commotion, officials said,
adding that all those hospital-
ised were in stable condition.

The state government had
deployed nearly 12,000 police
personnel, 19 senior IPS officers
and over 100 senior adminis-
trative officers, and sought
“proper coordination and

diamond art piece called Cos-
mic Bloom from Cosmos Dia-
monds and a micro-art piece.

“This test flight will show
us how every technology we
have developed over the years
performs in real-world condi-
tions. With the in-flight data
gathered from this mission, we
will return to the shop floor to
learn, improve, and build
further. This test flight is the
firststep towards creatingare-
liable, on-demand launch
company for the world from
India,” said Naga Bharath
Daka, co-founder and COO of
the company.

Vikram-1launcher
Named in honour of Dr Vik-
ram Sarabhai, the father of In-
dia’s space programme, the
launcher stands seven storeys
tall. It is engineered to deliver
small satellites weighing up to

seamless communication”
among inter-departmental
agencies, in an effort to ensure
asafe and incident-free Rath
Yatra as Puri prepared to wel-
come lakhs of devotees from
across the globe for the nine-
day festival that started on
Thursday. Nearly 30 lakh devo-
tees from India and abroad are
expected tovisit Puri during the
course of the festival.

Despite persistent rain and
inclement weather, an esti-
mated 8- 9 lakh devotees had
arrived in Puri to witness the
Rath Yatra, during which the
siblingdeities, Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra and Goddess
Subhadra, are believed to em-
barkonanannualsojourn from
their 12th-century temples to
Gundicha Temple. Devotees
pull three large decorated char-
iots to mark the day. The Ba-
huda Yatra, scheduled for July
24, marks their return.

A statement issued by the
Chief Minister’s Office claimed
theoverall conduct of the festi-
val was peaceful, orderly and
well managed. It said there was
no stampede incident or any
systemic breakdown of crowd
management.

350 kg to Low Earth Orbit
(LEO). For this launch, it is tar-
geting a 450 km orbit at a 60-
degree inclination.

Alongside Skyroot’s Vik-
ram-1, Indian Space Research
Organisation (Isro)’s own
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV) and Agnikul’s under-
development rockets are set to
expand India’s capability to
launch satellites in this region
of space. This is significant
given the increasing number
of companies developing
small satellites intended for
low Earth orbit, such as the
fleets by internet providers
Starlink and OneWeb.

So far, two Indian launch
vehicle developers, including
Skyroot, have demonstrated
sub-orbital flights — vehicles
that take a satellite to outer
space but lack sufficient veloc-
ity to put it into orbit.

Skyroot to launch Vikram-1 ()rbltal rocket tomorrow
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‘silver’ row: How
the shrine stores,
guards offerings

Arun Sharma
Jammu, July 16

ACOURT inJammu is hearing a plea claiming possible
adulteration and misappropriation of silver worth
around Rs 550 crore donated by devotees at the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine. The controversy arose from reports
that only around 5-6% of the approximately 20 tonnes of
the shrine’s accumulated silver offerings was found to be
actualsilver. The complainant sought an investigation
into whether devotees had been sold fake silver articles,
or whether genuine silver offerings had been diluted and
pilfered after their receipt.

‘What s offered at the shrine?

Each year, nearly one crore pilgrims visit the Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine in the Trikuta hills in Jammu
division. They commonly donate cash, and gold and
silver items. In earlier years, the gold items donated at
the shrine each month would weigh a total of 2-2.5 kg. But
as prices increased over the years, donations of the yel-
low metal dipped to around a kilo each month.

Meanwhile, offerings of “silver” are at nearly 100 kg
each month. Thissilver isin the form of “chhatars” (um-
brellas or parasols), coins or ornaments. These donated
chhatars, coins and ornaments have now reportedly
been found to contain a very low proportion of the metal.

Shrine officials say they have found no purity issues
with the gold items donated at the shrine. They say these
gold offerings are found to contain 70-75% of pure gold
ontesting. But these officials also believe that this purity
may also decline in the future owing to the increasing

prices of the yellow metal
and the circulation of 16

PURITY DEBATE gram (gm), 14 gm and even
- onegm gold jewellery in

@ Shrine Baardothalssayths the market.

low percentage of silver does

not necessarily imply wrong- How did the

doingasthe |_tems may_nof have controversy arise?

been of the highest purity in the The Shri Mata Vaishno

first place. Devi Shrine Board had re-

@ Butothersclaimthat pilgrims  portedly sent around 20

would not deliberately donate tonnes of accumulated

‘fake’silveritemstotheirdeity.  silver, stated to be worth
around Rs 550 crore, for
testing, melting and pro-
cessing to a government mint outside Jammu and Kash-
mir. When the melted material was tested to check its pu-
rity, it was reportedly found to contain only 5-6% of
silver. The rest was cadmium, iron and cheap materials.
Cadmium isacheap, toxic metal that resemblessilver.

The question that arises here is this: Were the
offerings made by the devotees made of adulterated
silver in the first place, or whether any adulteration took
place after the donations were made.

How are these offerings tracked at the shrine?

Pilgrims place gold, silver and cash in donation boxes
within the shrine complex. These boxes are double
locked, kept under 24x7 CCTV surveillance and guarded
by CRPF personnel and the guards from the shrine board.

‘When these boxes get filled, an officer of the rank of
Sub Divisional Magistrate (SDM) and a shrine board offi-
cial open them and count the cash. The gold and silver
items are weighed separately and then sealed in packets
for safe custody in a strongroom. The entire exercise is
carried out under CCTV surveillance. The strongroom,
too, is guarded round the clock by CRPF personnel. After
five-six months, when an ample quantity of these gold
and silver items get accumulated, they are brought down
to Katra town, sometimes via helicopter, under the
watchful eyes of CRPF personnel, shrine board officials
and the SDM. The seals on the packets are checked and
‘weighed again before keeping them in another strong-
room at the shrine board office, again guarded by person-
nel from a Central Armed Police Force.

What tothe melted ial?

After deriving gold and silver in their pure form fromit,
the shrine board gets coins manufactured from the govern-
ment mint itself with photographs of Mata Vaishno Devi
inscribed on them. These coins are later sold by the shrine
board to pilgrims with a guaranteed purity 0of 99.9%.

The Odyssey iniits

native 15/70mm format.

India doesn’t have one

o
PV

ARAV SHAH

THE RELEASE of The Odyssey today
marksalandmark technical achievement
in cinema — it is the first full length fea-
ture film shot entirely on an IMAX cam-
era. Christopher Nolan has advocated that
his films be watched on an IMAX screen
that projects the analog 15 perfor-
ation/70mm film reel developed from the
original colour negative (OCN).

‘While IMAX cameras capture better
image resolution and details than others,
theyare both expensive and inconvenient
to regularly handle due to their size and
deafening internal motors. To bypass this,
Nolan and the IMAX team created a new
cameratitled the ‘Keighley Camera’. This
camera is housed inside a novel carbon-
fibre casing termed “The Blimp’, reducing
the sound of the motors by 30-50%.

India, however, will only screen digital
versions of the film.

First, the basics

The 15 perforation/70mm film reel
referstothe physical reel where the strip’s
width is 70mm with 15 perforations or
sprocket holes punched alongside its
edge. These holes advance the film frames
during projection. This technique yields
animage resolution equivalent to18K and
atowering 1.43:1 aspect ratio.

This aspect ratio is the proportion be-
tween the width and height of the dis-
played image. A 1.43:1 aspect ratio essen-
tially means that the projected film
appears taller with a square finish as op-
posed to the standard rectangular images
in most films. This set-up results in each
frame of the movie being roughly 10 times
larger than a standard 35mm film frame.

Post-production

TheOdyssey’s OCN was spliced together
manually. In a conversation with The In-
dian Express, Andrew Oran, Senior Vice
President at FotoKem Labs (did Oppen-
heimer’s prints; onlylabthat can do features
ofthislength for 15p/70mm) said: “It is true
that the film was spliced together by hand,
andthatall 70mm/15perf. pn'ntswere made
from the original cut negative.” Once the
filmis captured on celluloid, the post-pro-
ductionprc setsapart theanal
print of The Odyssey from other versions.
‘The process largely followed these steps:

® Once the raw film leaves the movie
sets, it reaches the lab where it goes
through a processor — running through
developer and fixer baths —before hitting
thedryingrack.

 Bythe end of production, these rolls
are digitised and scenes requiring VFX
edits sent to the appropriate workshop.
After the limited digital edits, these parts
of the film are printed back onto the 15
perf./70mm film.

® Then, the negatives are physically
cut and glued together by the post-pro-
duction lab — in this case, FotoKem in
Burbank, California.

® The OCN then undergoes a photo-
chemical colour correction process.

® The photonegative is run through a
contact printer that projects light through
the OCN onto blank positive film stock to
create the final print. These release prints
arethen dried after a final chemical bath.

Massiveimage, massive reels
The labour-intensive process involved

Christopher Nolan shoots ‘The Odyssey’ onan IMAX camera.

«NotallIMAX screens are built the same
The theatre near you may advertise an IMAX screen, but there are multiple

The Odyssey, a
primer on the epic

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

CHRISTOPHER NOLAN'’S adaptation of The Odyssey arrives in
cinemas today, introducing one of the oldest surviving and foun-
dational works of Western literature to a new generation of viewers.
Despite its enduring influence, many readers and filmgoers
know The Odyssey more by reputation than by its story. Written
nearly 3,000 years ago, it is astory of homecoming after war, set in
aworld populated by gods, monsters and mortals. Its themes, char-
acters and adventures have influenced storytelling ever since.

Whatis The Odyssey?
The Odyssey is one of two epic poems traditionally attributed

variants. The first two, the highest-grade offerings, are not available in India.

IMAX 15/70 MM: Chr\slopher Nolan’s rec'

IMAXCDLa Digital projector used for

it
version of the film. The physical film runs hor-
izontally through a projector. The maximum
aspectratiois 1.43:1 — which provides the
biggestimage possible. The resolutionis
between 12K-18K.
IMAX GT (Grand Theatre) Dual Laser: The
only digital IMAX format capable of achieving
21431 aspect ratio. Itusestwo in-sync
4Klaser I is 4K

large halls using a single 4K laser.
The resclu\lon is 4K & maximum aspect ratio
i$1.90:1. Employs dual-lens to project two
overlapping images for deeper contrast
IMAX XT: Single lens 4K laser projector.
While aspectratiois 1.90:1, only one image is
projected instead of two overlapping ones.
Anoption for smaller/retrofitted auditoriums.
IMAX Xenon: Oldest of the three techno-

(4096x2160 p\xels)v

What'san LY

that lan shot thi

logie: ilable in India. The resolution caps
outat 2K. Aspect ratio remains 1.90:1.

f'The

IMAX

camera?

camera.

records much larger and more
detailed images than aregular

Odyssey onthe novel Keyleigh
camera— named after two top
IMAX executives

in preparing the film ensures that the vis-
ual data remains purely analog from the
lens to the projector.

“The most intensive period of the post-
production process for FotoKem was
‘when we were creating the master print-
ing negatives in all three film formats —
70mm/15 perf., 70mm/S perf. and
35mm-—all at the same time,” Oran said.

This maintainsa theoretical resolution
equivalent to 18K—up to three times the
fidelity of the best digital cinema cameras
available today. This enhanced resolution
and aspect ratio delivers a tmal print

and cost-effective solution deployed in
retrofitted multiplex screens (typically
under 50 feet wide).

When The Odyssey — shot to fill a
towering1.43:1canvas — is projected onto
India’s 1.90:1 CoLa or XT screens, the
image is expanded horizontally to fit the
screen width, but the top and bottom of
the frame are permanently truncated.

This does provide an advantage —In-
dian exhibitors do not receive a 300-kg
metal platter containing sensitive film in-
side; they receive an encrypted, digital
hard-drive (known as a key delivery

weighing appr

thatgreatly democratises the

(530-600Ibs), requiring a specialised 68-
inch transport platter justto hold the reel.

“Our (FotoKem) role in relation to the
70mm/15 perf. release on The Odyssey was
to provide prints of each of the film’s 54
reels to IMAX, who QC-screened and as-
sembled the prints forshipping,” Oransaid.

The official theatrical run-time of2
hoursand 52 mis

distribution of the film.

That onescreenin Ahmedabad
Imagine a fully operational, meticu-
lously maintained 15-perforation 70mm
IMAX projector and a colossal 1.43:1screen
(measuring 97 feet by 67 feet) — the likes
of which Nolan himself might enjoy

17 kilometres of celluloid for a smgle
15/70mm print.

Differing from standard 35mm film,
the 15/70mm film runs horizontally (in-
stead of vertically) through a cinema pro-
jector, pulling 15 perforations per frame.

Today, there are only 41theatres across
the globe equipped to project The Odyssey
inits native 15/70mm format. Indiadoesn’t
have any such commercial theatre.

What India gets to see

The Indian IMAX landscape is cur-
rently populated by three tiers of digital
projection: dual 2K Xenon systems, single-
lens 4K Commercial Laser (CoLa) and the
4K XT Laser.

Both IMAX CoLa and XT systems are
restricted by their architecture and digital
systems to a maximum aspect ratio of
1.90:1. The CoLa projector is utilised for
medium-to-large auditoriums and is typi-
cally paired withIMAX’s 12 channel audio
system. The IMAX XT system is a newer

atching his creation on.

Located in Ahmedabad, Gujarat
Science City (GSC) boasts of exactly such
ascreen. But GSC, a government-owned
venue, hasastrictly educational mandate,
aimed at fostering a scientific tempera-
ment for students and visitors.

Demand and permission issues aside,
there are other barriers prohibiting The
Odyssey from being screened here.

First, theequipment and film printsim-
ported by GSC are likely to benefit from

stions reserved
for educational material. Screening a for-
profit feature could violate these import
tariffs and breach the institution’s charter
of focussing on science and education.

Second, the mechanical layout for pro-
jection is strictly tailored for short-form
content, lasting around 40-50 minutes.
Such features require considerably
smaller film platters. The Odyssey’s 172-
minute runtime means that the GSC’s
platter ecosystem is not engineered to
support its weight or spatial demands.

tothe Greek poet Homer, and generally dated to the eighth century
BCE. Theotheris TheIlliad. Today, ‘epic” is often used to describe

something Inli

however, an epic is along

narrative poem that typically deals with extraordinary figures, her-
oicdeedsand the intervention of gods or other supernatural forces.
The Odyssey’s central figure is Odysseus, the king of Ithaca, re-

©KEY CHARACTERS

ODYSSEUS

The king of Ithaca. Known as
Ulysses in Roman tradition.
Known for his intelligence
and adaptability, rather than
brute strength. Played by
Matt Damon.

PENELOPE

Queen of Ithaca, wife of
Odysseus. Renowned for her
intelligence, patience and
resilience while resisting
suitors. Played by Anne
Hathaway.

TELEMACHUS

Son of Odysseus and
Penelope. Comes of age
while searching for news of
his missing father. Played by
Tom Holland.

ATHENA

Goddess of wisdomand
warfare. Odysseus' divine
protector. Played by Zendaya.
POSEIDON

God of the sea and storms.
Odysseus’ greatest
adversary. No physical actor.
POLYPHEMUS

The cyclops h

nowned for his intelligence. The
poem follows his long journey
homeafter the war.

Both TheIliad and The Odys-
sey have sparked debate about
theirauthorship, triggering what
is known as the Homeric Ques-
tion. Scholars continue todebate
whether Homer was a historical
individual,anameattached toan
oral poetic tradition, or some
combination of both.

‘What'’s the setting?

Odysseus’ voyage takes him
across an imagined Mediterra-
nean where real places coexist
‘with mythical landscapes. While
Troyand Ithaca correspond toreal
locations in Turkey and Greece,
other placesbelongtolegend orre-
main the subject of debate.

The poem famously opensin
medias res (in the middle of
things) — neither at the start of
the Trojan War nor at the start of
Odysseus’ journey home but in
the middle of his journey. The
hero is stranded on the island of
Calypso, a goddess-nymph who
wishes to make him her husband
forall eternity. Backin Ithaca, his
wife, Penelope, is staving off
suitors who have taken over the
king’s palace. Penelope is not
merely a passive figure waiting
for her husband to return. Her

the course of the hero's
voyage. Played by Bill Irwin.
CALYPSO

Nymph who keeps Odysseus
onherisland for years.
Played by Charlize Theron.

d abil-
ity to navigate the pressures of
the suitors make her one of the
poem’s central characters.

How does the film differ
from the poem?

While The Iliad recounts the
Trojan War, the poem follows

Odysseus’ decade-long journey home after the war has ended. It
is often cited as one of literature’s earliest and most influential
“hero’sjourneys”. The film, meanwhile, reportedly begins with the
episode of the Trojan Horse, in which Odysseus devises the ruse
thatleads to Trojans dragging a giant wooden horse into their city.
APreportsthat the film also includes elements from related stories
suchas Virgil's poem The Aeneid and the play Agamemnon, a Greek
tragedy by Aeschylus. The film appears to draw on the wider Trojan
tradition, rather than being a page-for-page adaptation.

‘What'’s the poem’s relevance?

Classical scholar Emily Wilson, in her 2018 translation of The
Odyssey, says the poem is the story of a man whois “not ‘the’ man,
but one of many men — albeit a man of extraordinary cognitive,
psychological and military power”. She notes that, contrary tothe
reader’s expectations, The Odyssey recounts “the story of a man
whose grand adventure is simply to go back to his own home... For
this hero, mere survival is the most amazing feat of all.”

© SPORT

Argentina’s Falklands banner: Polltlcal gestures at World Cups and FIFA’s rules

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, July 16

‘WHILE CELEBRATING their 2-1 triumph
over England in the semi-final of the 2026
FIFA World Cup, Argentina’s Lautaro Mar-
tinez and Giovani Lo Celso held aloft a

pation asillegal. In 1982, the two countries
fought a74-day war that resulted in 649 Ar-
gentine casualties and 255 British deaths.
Officially, Britain continues to administer
the islands, with the majority of the resi-
dents voting to remain a British overseas
territory during a referendum in 2013. But

banner that read: “Las Malvinas son Ar-
gentinas.” It translates to: “The Falkland Is-
lands [Malvinas| are Argentine.” Argentina
fans had been banned from carrying Falk-
lands flags into the World Cup semi-final.
Butitsar ersy.

‘Why is the banner controversial?

The answer lies almost two centuries in
the past. The Falkland Islands — or Islas
Malvinas, as they are known in Argentina
— have remained at the centre of a sover-
eignty dispute between Argentina and the
UK since Britain reasserted control over the
islands in 1833. Argentina argues thatitin-
herited the sovereignty of these islands
from Spain upon gainingindependence in
1816, and therefore regards Britain’s occu-

still. i the British protec-
torate essential to its national identity.

‘What are the rules on such gestures?

FIFA’s regulations state that any politi-
cal banner or flags with political messages
arestrictly prohibited before, afterand dur-
ingamatchinthe immediate vicinity of the
stadium. International Football Associ-
ation Board (IFAB) regulations also pro-
hibit players from using sporting equip-
ment with political messaging.

FIFA’s code of conduct also says fans
cannot “curse or chant ina political, offen-
sive and/or discriminatory manner”. The
world body is currently reviewing the on-
field gesture in Atlanta under its rules pro-
hibiting political messaging.

Argentina’s Giovani Lo Celso holds a banner saying ‘The Falklands are Argentine’. ap

‘What have Argentina fans said or

done at the World Cup on the dispute?
Atthe2026 World Cup, Argentina’sun-

official anthem has been ‘Muchachos’:

En Argentina nact, (Iwas born in Ar-
gentina)

Tierra de Diegoy Lionel, (Land of Diego
and Lionel)

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

De los pibes de Malvinas, (Of the boys of
the Malvinas)

Que jamds olvidaré (Whom I will never
Jforget)

Thelast twolines are widely understood
tobeatribute to the Argentine soldiers who
died during the 1982 war. After the victory
over England, the players also celebrated
with the chant “Porlas Malvinas, por Diego
yporeliiltimode Leo (For the Malvinas, for
Diego, and for Leo’s last one)”

Have ina fans made
tothe Falkland Islands earlier?
Something similar took place during
Argentina’s friendly match against Slove-
nia in 2014. On that occasion, the players
stood behind abanner with the exact word-
ing of the one held up on Wednesday. On
that ocassion, FIFA had imposed a non-
sportingsanction on Argentina. The feder-
ation was asked to pay 30,000 Swiss francs.

Have players made political gestures
at World Cups before?

New Delhi

Yes. Atthe 2018 World Cup, for instance,
Switzerland’s Xherdan Shagiri and Granit
Xhaka celebrated goals against Serbia by
makingthe Albanian double-headed eagle
gesture with their hands. Both players have
ethnic Albanian roots linked to Kosovo,
whose independence Serbia does not rec-
ognise. FIFAimposed a fine of 10,000 Swiss
francs on both players.

During the 2022 World Cup, meanwhile,
Serbia were fined 20,000 Swiss francs fora
banner they had hoisted in their dressing
room which showed Kosovo as a part of
Serbiaand read: “No surrender.”

Atthe same World Cup, German players
had covered their mouths with their hands
ahead of a match, in a symbolic gesture to
convey that FIFA were forcibly silencing
players. The football body had warned
teams against using OneLove armbands,
celebrating gender inclusivity, with the
tournament being held in Qatar, where
same-sex relationship is criminalised.

FIFA did not sanction Germany for the
protest.
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ACROSS DOWN

1US spies capture the Spanish 10pportunity giventoa

girl (5) number in the church (7)
4Kind of concrete that takes 2Lear’swrysmile is bright and
‘woven carpets (7) penetrating (5,4)

8Idiot rising without pressing 3 Ashortisland passage (5)
need (3) 4 Mixed up Presbyterian not
9Hedoesn’thavetobesmartto  bestin this? (6)

fool the birds (9) 5 Afeature of singular weather
10 Get back into the middle of conditions (7)

the procession (7) 6 Dryatmosphere? (3)

11 Agree to be keen (5) 7Building a tug? (5)

13 Songs the Fuhrer heard? (6) 12 She instructs and her charges
15 Lines of poetry or music (6) aresmall (9)

18 'm illuminated round the
edge ()

19 Putinto liquidation? (7)
21Theatre company object to

stage (9)

14 Values seem set for achange
)
16 Staff held in asort of respect
@)

17 Defrosted iceman is seen in

23 Some brieftitle fora newt (3) the pictures (6)
24 Can asaint have a game of 18 Words in an early Richard
cards?(7) Rodgers song (5)

20 Provider of alight fixture (5)

25 Ifone delays one won't make f
it® 22 Elegant female writer (3)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6042 ACROSS: 1 Love letter, 8 Mated, 9 Lays off, 10
Simpers, 11Title, 12 Utmost, 14 Andrew, 17 Remit, 19 Equator, 21 Distort, 22 Goods,
23 Runs toseed DOWN: 2 Optimum, 3 Endue, 4 Enlist, 5 Try it on, 6 Roost, 7
Afterwards, 8 Masquerade, 13 Sit down, 15 Rat-hole, 16 Beat it, 18 Miser, 20 Urges.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

Qualityisnotanact,itisa____.— Aristotle (5)
BDEAI EEMNPH
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GHNOT EKORRB
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERS ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Raja @ Achhu S/o Yudhveer Rlo D-18, Gali
No.12, Sant Garh, Tilak Nagar, West Delhi has committed (oris
suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 1002/
2020 U/s 33/38/58/52(2) Excise Act at PS: Khyala, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the
said accused Raja @ Achhu can not be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Raja @
Achhu has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation s hereby made that the
said accused Raja @ Achhu of FIR No. 1002/2020 Uls
33/38/58/52(2) Excise Act of PS: Khyala, Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 19.08.2026. By order
Sheetal Rani
Judicial Magistrate First Class-12
West Room No - 152
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/9774/\WD/2026

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr.PC)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Rinku Yadav, S/o Sh. Raghubir Dayal R/o A-2/32, Block-A,
Rana Park, Village Siraspur, Samaipur, Delhi-110042 has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case CT No.5771/2018 u/s 138 NI Act, P.5. KNK Marg, Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Rinku Yadav cannot be found and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Rinku Yadav has absconded (or is concealing himself
to avoid the service of the said warrant)
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Rinku
Yadav of CT No.5771/2018 uis 138 NI Act, P.S. KNK Marg,
Delhi is required to appear before this Court to answer the said
complainton or before 29.08.2026. By Order,

Sh. Rishabh Kapoor
Ld. Judicial Magistrate First Class-01, Narth-West
DP/9692/RDI2026 Room No.116, 1st Floor, Rohini Court, Delhi

-

{0GLAMAT
EARANCI
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Satpal @ Satwan @ Gulati, S/o Mange Ram, Rio A-1182,
DDA Flats, Loknayak Puram, Bakkarwala, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in case FIR No. 672/2021, U/s 33 Delhi Excise Act, P.S.
Mundka, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued that the said Satpal @ Satwan @
Gulati cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to
my satisfaction that the said Satpal @ Satwan @ Gulati
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service
of the said warrant)
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Satpal @
Satwan @ Gulati accused of FIR No. 672/2021, Uis 33
Delhi Excise Act, P.S. Mundka, Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
15.00.2026. By Order - Sh. Gaurav Singal
Judicial Magistrate First Class-06, West
DP/9755/0D/2026 Room No. 355, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
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T CANT GET THIS MODEL
AIRPLANE TO LOOK RIGHT.

THESE DIRECTIONS
ARE IMPOSSIBLE!

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 3s
INSTRUCTIONS
TosolveaSudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to9 mustappearin
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s=Very Hard;

6s = Genius

SUDOKU 6382

[B]EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [8]

27 of 2026-27 (Open)-Engg/DDU

On line (through e-tendering) for the|

for and n bahalt of the President of Indial
from experienced and financially as well as|
technically sound contractors incl
tinse eniisted with the Railway, CPWD,
BSNL, MES, PWWD and ather pubiic sector |
undartakings: - (1) Name of work with ts|
location: Tendsr No. 17-DDU-SR DEN-I-
26-27 Replacing of sl girder by PSC slab
under Sr.DEN/2/DDU (Br. No
548,520.510,406 & 343) (i) Advertised|
Value: Rs. 3798040803 (iil) Earnest|
Money: Rs. 759500.00 (iv) Name of work|
with its location: Tender No. 18-DDLESR|
DEN.1.26-27 Replacement of Bridge No
466,471,480 484,499, and 516 by RCC
precast box under Sr U (v)]

/

WNORSTY tofinish old projects,

swiftly the job will go.

TAURUS (APR 21- M.
opportunities, especi
day tosocialize. In pa

BY BILL WATTERSON

CANCER (JUNE22-

Tonight: Enjoy discus:

80

20 ot s By, . W s st

You're strong.

ticular you might wan
SCORPIO(OCT 24 -
romantic. You will alst

Friendships.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV

and you will be surprised at how
Tonight: How is your health?

AY 21): Today is full of creative
ally if you make art. It's also a great
rticular, sports events and fun activ-

ities with kids will appeal. Tonight: Play.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): With Mars in your sign now,
you have a lot of energy to get things done. Admittedly,
Mercury s still retrograde; however, you can use this
energy tofinish old projects. Meanwhile, today focus on
home and family. Toni

ight: Relax at home.

JULY 23): Thisis a great day to talk

with everyone. You'll also have interesting interactions
with new faces and appreciate your daily surroundings.

sions.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Today you will enjoy buying
beautiful things for yourself and loved ones. (Especially art
objects, jewelry and lovely clothing.) Group activities,
especially related to sports and physical competition,
might appeal. Tonight: Maintain your belongings.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today the Moon is in your
sign lined up with beautiful Venus, which makes you
cheerful, sociable, warm and friendly. It's a great day to
socialise. You will also enjoy making anything around you
more beautiful, especially your home. Tonight:

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today is full of contradictions,
because in one way, you are in the spotlight of the Sun,
which s flattering to you. This is why you might be asked to
take onincreased responsibilities. However, today in par-

t to hide or be low-key. It's your

choice. Tonight: Enjoy time alone.

NOV 23): Friendships are impor-

tant to you today. In fact, someone might be very special,
perhaps to the point that a platonic friendship turns

0 be productive today. Tonight:

24 - DEC 22): Today people notice

youto the deg

some damage control

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR.
No. NIT/2026-2714669-78 Date: 15072026

T/2006-27
frofofe et e £ 26 s st B e o8
B i A | g
)| wem
Setcction o Bidder for Colletion of User Fee on the bass of comperitive
bidding through c-pracurcment basis fo the following:-
On Kishangarhbass- Khairihal-Bansur-Kotputli BOT Road for3 | 28192 Bl
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about your life. Be aware of this, especially if you have to do

I personal details

|. This could create problems witha

spouse, partner or friend. Tonight: Be modest.
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2 | 5 a 2|8 | 816 9 | 3|4 | 1 | T grade might create delays and silly mistakes in your work,
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5 3 - o 172 - 537 6[8194 loose ends. Tonight: Check your finances.
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7 — 514 6 o 43 ! 7/5/8/9]2/6|1 time for you. However, your home scene might be some-
6|8 BT 8 8/9(6(4(1(2]|7|5(3 what busy dealing with guests, increased activity, even
L chaos. Do your best to make things run as smoothly as

possible. Tonight: Show genuine interest.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSO!
See Section 82 CrPC

\Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Birender Khadka S/o Bhark Khadka, Rio H-4/74A,
Sunrise Appartment, Bangali Colony, Mahavir Enclave,
Palam, Delhi, has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in FIR No. 315/2019, U/S 279/337
IPC, PS Hari Nagar, West Distt., New Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
accused Birender Khadka cannot be found, and whereas it

KERALA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT

CORPORATION

Transport Bhavan , Fort P.O,

Thiruvananthapuram-695023
E-TENDER NOTICE

Last Date of

N f Ite
ame of ftem Bid submission

Advertised Value: Rs. 68542647 B6 (vi)
Earnest Money: Rs. 1330900.00 (vii)
Name of work with its location: Tand
No. 19-DDU-SR DEN-1I-26-27 Strengther
of bridges by grouting and jacketing o
Bridge No_ 464 470,478, 483 574, 585,539,
542543 and replacament of RCC slab of]
Bridges No. 477.545,550,549,535A & 546
undar SrDEN(IVDOU. (vill) Advertised|
Value: Rs, 32314561.85 (ix) Earnest
Money: Rs. 848300,00 (x) Closing Date &
time for submission of e-tender:
05,08.2026, Up-to 12:00 hrs. {xi) Website|
particulars of e-tendering: www.
ireps.gov.in Divisional Railway Manager,

East Central Railway,DOU

327144

Hiring of AC Segment Buses (Diesel
Fuelled) On Wet Lease

Pre-bid meeting: 20.07.2026, 03.00 pm
For the detailed tender document visit:

28.07.2026, 06.00 PM

has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Birender Khadka has absconded (or is concealing himselfto
avoid the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Birender Khadka the said
accused of FIR No, 315/2019, U/S 279/337 IPC, PS Hari
Nagar, West Distt., New Delhi, is required to appear before
this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
22.08.2026. By Order
Ms. Moksha Bains
Judicial Magistrate First Class-11,

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused person(s)
(1) Uday Bhan Singh @ Tinku Sfo Late Satya Pal Singh Rio VPO

RTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

Dy. Chief Enginesr (Genst), Morth-
‘Westar Railway, Bikaner for and on
behalfof the President of India, invites
open eTenders under Two packet
system for the following works:-
Tender No. NWR-SC-BKN-02-2026-
27-EPC: 2. Name of the work with its.
location: Major Upgradation of
Bikaner Railway Station of North
Western Raitway on EFC mode. 3.
Approx. cost of the work: As,
455,24,83,844.05; 4. Bid Security to
be deposited: Rs.9,10,49,700.00; 5.
Date for submission of e-Tender:
On 14.08.2026 uplo 15.00 hrs; 6.
Date, time and place of pre bid
conterence: On 23.07,2026 at 11.30
AM in the office of Ghief
Administrative officer (Construction),
Head Quarter North-Western Railway,
Jagatpura, Jalpur (Rajasthan) 7.
Details and particulars of website
where e-tender can be seen & filled
up. www.ireps.gov.in; 8. Official
‘email address: L.com;
Note :-1, No manual tender will be
accepted. 2 The Bid Security shall be
deposited in cash thraugh e-
payment gateway or submitted as
Bank Guarantee bond frem a
Scheduled Commercial Bank of India
or as mentioned in the tender
documents. The bank guarantes
bond should be issued infavour of FA
& GAD/Construstian, North Western
Raitway Jaipur otherwise tender will
notbe considered

1021-AMI26
Railways

Please join u

PS Aliganj Kotwali, Distt. Etah, Uttar Pradesh; (2) Vinay
Kumar Slo Sh. Suresh Kumar Rio Vill. Jatwara Mohalla, PS Mau
Darwaza, Distt. Farukhabad (Uttar Pradesh) has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 732/2015 Uls
394/397/342/411/120B/34 IPC, PS Ranijit Nagar, Delhi and it has
been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon issued thal the said
acoused person(s) (1) Uday Bhan Singh @ Tinku (2) Vinay Kumar
can nat be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused person(s) (1) Uday Bhan Singh @ Tinku (2)
Vinay Kumar has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said
accused person(s) (1) Uday Bhan Singh @ Tinku (2) Vinay Kumar
of FIR No. 73212015 Uls 394/397/342/411/1208/34 IPC, PS Ranjit
Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this courl to answer the said
«complaint on or before dated 24.08.2026 at 10:00 AM.

By Order

Sh. Vijay Shankar
Addl. Session Judge-04 (West)
Room No. 202, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/8854/CD/2026
(Court Matter)

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in, Chairman & Managi:gll-)ireclor DP/3678/WD/2026 (West), Court No.-31,
ww.keralart ‘tenders/purchase, q (Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi |
16.07.2026
PROCLAMATION REQUIRING PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
E APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSOI APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82(2) (i) Cr.PC fied Beftion 82 pree

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Sahiban @ Md. Imran S/o Md. Ifan, R/o Plot No.-2,
Kh. No. 9/2023, Ground Floor, Village-Mubarakpur Dabas,
Kanjhawala, Rohini, Delhi, has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 00191/2023, U/S
380/411 IPC, PS Kanjhawala, Rohini Distt., New Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Sahiban @ Md. Imran cannot be found, and
whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said
accused Sahiban @ Md. Imran has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Sahiban @ Md. Imran the
said accused of FIR No. 00191/2023, U/S 380/411 IPC, PS
Kanjhawala, Rohini Distt., New Delhi, is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before
19.08.2026. 8y Order
Sh. Apoorv Bhardwaj
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02,
North-West, Gourt No.-113, 1st Floor
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/9768/RD/2026
(Courl Matter)

| [for Tond! Fatehpur Nagar Pancha-|

OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,
CONSTRUCTION CIRCLE,

U. P. JAL NIGAM (URBAN),
GWALIOR ROAD, JHANSI-284001
Letter No. : 997/F-03/138
Date : 15.07.2026
E-TENDER NOTICE

U.P. Jal Nigam (Urban) Invites
onfine percentage plusiminus (+/-)
rate e-lenders on Turn-key basis intwo
bid system for execution of "Detailed|
Survey, Soil investigation, Design,
Supply of all materials, labour, T&P|
etc. required for construction,
erection, completion, testing &
commissioning of water supply
works such as Intake well, Foot
Bridge (Lakheri Dam), R-water
Raising main, WTP, RCC OHTS,|
ZPSSICWR cum Pumping Station,
C-Rising main, Feeder main,
Distribution System, SCADA Room,
Chlrination room, Meter Room,
Panel Room, Staff Quarter,
Boundary Wall, Site Office & Site
development works etc. and other|
appurtenant works including|
SCADA and Automation as per

ificati in tender

yat Water Supply Reorganization
scheme Under Amrut 2.0 The scope
of work also includes trial run of 3
months & defect liability period of|
12 months for Civil works & 24
months for E&M works after|
completion of successful trial run.
All completed and commissioned
work of Tondi Fatehpur Nagar|
Panchayat Water Supply Reorgani-|
zation Scheme Under Amrut 2.0
shall be hand over to Jal Sansthan,
NP, Tondi Fatehpur after 3-month|
successful trial run period.” are
hersby Invited from eligible, reputed|
and experienced bidder. E-bid|
documents will be availal
download from 22.07.2026 by 17:00|
Hrs. Pra-bid meeting will be held on
dated 27.07.2026 at 11:30 Hrs, In
office of the Superintending Engineer,
Ci Circle, UP Jal MNigam

ON REQUIRING THE
F ACCUSED PERSON

APPEARANCE
See Section 82 Cr.P.C. / 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused

Pawan @ Joni @ Ankush, Slo Rajesh, Rio 1) Plot No. 06,
Khasra No. 58/18, Ground Floor, Block-K-4, Agar Nagar,
Delhi, 2) A-30, Gali No. 03, Amar Colony, Kamruddin
Nagar, Nangloi, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case e-FIR No. 001268/2019,
Uis 380/411 IPC, P.S. Prem Nagar, Delhi and it has been
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said
Pawan @ Joni @ Ankush cannol be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Pawan @
Joni @ Ankush has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoidthe service of the said warrant)
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Pawan @ Joni @
Ankush accused of e-FIR No. 001268/2019, Uls 380/411
IPC, P.S. Prem Nagar, Delhiis required to appear before this
Courttoanswer the said complaint on or before 31.10.2026.
By Order - Ms. Shagun
Judicial Magistrate First Class, North West
DP/9665/RD/2026 Room No. 109, Rohini Courts, Delhi

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACGUSED PERSON
n s

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused person Sameer S/o Salim R/o H. No. E-57/C-315,
Jhuggi Sunder Nagri, Nand Nagri, Delhi has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence e-FIR No.
25022/2023 u's 411 IPC at P.S. G.T.B. Enclave, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Sameer cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Sameer has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proceeding u/s 82 CrP.C. has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the
sald Sameer accused of e-FIR No. 25022/2023 u/s 411 IPC
at P.S. G.TB. Enclave, Delhi is required to appear before

this Court ta answer the said complaint on 22.08.2026
Order: Ms. Sanghmitra,
Judicial Magistrate First Class-01,
Room No. 54, Second Floor,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

OP/3745/SHD/2026

(Urban), Jhansi. E-bids can be
submitted till 17.08.2026 up to 17:00
Hrs. and technical bid shall be opened
on 17.08.2026 at 17:30 Hrs. in office
of the Superintending Engineer,
Construction Circle, UP Jal Migam|
(Urban}, Jhansi in presence of]
conlractor or their authorized
representative, E- tender Cost is Rs
20000+GST @ 18% for Each tender.
Details are available on U.P. Govl. e-
procurement porial hitp:Nelender.
up nicin & UP Jal Nigam (Urban)|
wiebsite hitp:/www.in upstc gov.in.
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Argentina have scored
19 goals in this edition
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of the FIFA World Cup,
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ball in his image, now he is H S al : : d
Legend’s assists, redefining t. ) ow d>caloni englneel‘e
als from Strike, curing pearier that .
e ’ h
swung away from Pickford, Arg
Fernandezand avung avay om piokors. - PIQLNET entine remontada
3 3 upright (he would slam the post
Martln?z S’Cl‘lpt again), Nico Gonzalezinduced =~ ShuvadityaBose
Argentlna S2-1 alowdivingsavefromthe Eng- | New Delhi, July16
b k . land goalkeeper.
comeback win Each unfruitful attempt | THEGREATEST trickthe devil
didn’t wither them. Messiim- | ever pulled off was convincing
plored the crowd to raise the | theworld he didn't exist.
EXPRESS AT volume and keep believing. There is a touch of Keyser

WORLD
CUP

Sandip G
Atlanta, July 16

NEAR THE centrecircle, Lionel
Messi knelt, prayed, and stared
poignantly into the skies
through the translucent roofs
of the arena. Tears of joy
streaming down, his head
drooped and he repeatedly
punched the air like a judoka’s
underarm knock.

In 20 years of scaling great-
ness, he has felt the sport’s elu-
sive nirvana, achieved saintli-
ness and experienced every
conceivable emotion, suffered
heartbreaks and felt disil-
lusioned, and won every trophy
football could offer him. But
beating England 2-1with collec-
tive courage, via late goals
when everything seemed
nearly lost, was special. Even
for Messi.

‘With a faint but contented
smile, he trudged towards the
fans, where his teammates
were already celebrating, with
drumsblaringincoherentbeats
in the background. Some of
them unfolded a huge white
flagwith amessage — “Las Mal-
vinas son Argentinas” (“The
Malvinasare Argentine”) -aref-
erence to the Falkland Islands,
a self-governing territory of
Britain over which the coun-
tries went to war nearly half a
century ago. His

Lionel Messi didn’t score but
provided crucial assists for
both goals. (R) Enzo Fernandez
celebrating Argentina’s
equaliser in the semifinal. ap

ried him on their shoulders,
which is now aritual.

On his way back to the tun-

el, he wrapped his arms
around England captain Harry
Kane, stopped for a chat with
John Stone, and consoled Tho-
mas Tuchel. He could relate
with England’s pain, he has felt
similar torment. It was a poign-
ant frame that captured the un-
dulating emotions of a game
that barely roused in the first
half.

England couldn’t beat
Diego Maradona; they wouldn’t
his heir Messi either. Harry
Kane said he was gutted, but
the trauma could live forever.
Another game into the alley of
heartbreaks.

Yet, it could have been dif-
ferent. Just five minutes re-
mained between a painful end
toMessi's career, before he and
his mdefatlgable men pulled
offanother escape,

tossed Messi in the air, and car-

scoring two goals insix minutes

to nail their spot in the final.
This one would be sweeter than
the Egypt heist; the layers of
history that underpin the two
nations, the angst and acri-
mony that spilled onto the
field, the nerves and the ten-
sion that clanged, the possible
hollowness of becoming
former champions.

But when adversity stares
intotheir eyes, Argentina inevi-
tably find athread of hope. Per-
haps, it's their ignition; they
need a slap on their face to
wake them up from slumber.

Amoreshort-tempered ref-
eree would have flicked the
cards in his chest-pocket more

often. Players pushed and
pulled, tackles flew frequently.
Aheader from John Stones off
aDeclanRice cross was the first
convincing attempt on goal.
That came 33 minutes into the
game. Before half-time nudged
in, Enzo Fernandez unzipped a
curler that soared over Jordan
Pickford. The moreapt portrait
of the game was the 7-12 stat in
Argentina’s favour, the number
of fouls committed.

The second Argentina con-
ceded, through a startling de-
fensive lapse that winger An-
thony Gordon pounced upon,
they transformed into a differ-
entteam; they gathered asense
of authority.

‘When they are pushed to a
corner, when the comeback
paths are blocked, when all is
nearlylost, they throw the care-
fully-conceived tactical sheets
into the wind, eschew struc-
tures and formations, and just
unlock chaos.

A rhythmic, systematic
chaos, like the chorus of their
anthem Muchachos. Messi, re-
fined at La Masia, was never a
man of chaos. Now, he is an
agentofchaos. He defined foot-

From a fleeting passage of
shock, they picked up their
voice. Argentina found their
precision and purpose.

When Argentina got a
corner, England packed the
box, anticipating a wickedly
swirling corner. Itdidn’t. Messi
tookthe corner, received it back
andrecycled itto Fernandez, in
vastspace. Hetookatouchand
wrapped his footaround it. The
ball whooshed past Pickford,
‘who had put in a heroic shift.

Discernible was a shift in
mood. One could hear the
sound of England’s belief creak-
ing, thankstotheir own self-de-
structiveness and defensive
tactics.

Destroying belief

Argentina would now be
unstoppable. They tigerishly
reclaimed possession; they rav-
enously attacked England’s
box, dismantling their cohe-
sionand destroying their belief.

The dagger through the
heart arrived soon. From the
foot of Messi, again. He swirled
a devastatingly arcing cross
over Nico O’ Reilly.

Lautaro Martinez was wait-
ing. He strained every sinew of
his neck to meet the ball and
guide it past Pickford. This was
the game; Argentina knew;
England knew it too.

England could not beat Ma-
radona; they couldn’t beat
Messi either. And Messi has
one more game to experience
the whole spectrum of emo-
tions that he lives for. Perhaps
the greatest game of his career;
or the cruelest.

Argentina players taunt English with Falkland banner

Express News Service
Mumbai, July 16

AFTER ARGENTINA over-
hauled a1-0deficitagainst Eng-
land into astatement 2-1victory
inthe semi-finals, some of their
players made a statement of
another kind.

Giovani Lo Celso and Nico-
las Otamendi broughtabanner
onto the pitch of the Mercedes
Benz Arena that said ‘Las Mal-
vinas son Argentinas’ (The
Falkland Islands are Argen-
tine). The banner was a refer-
encetotheFalkland Islands (as

known in England while in Ar-
gentinatheisland is called Islas
Malvinas) which had led to a
74-day conflict between the two
countries 44 years ago. The
conflict had led to over 900
people — 649 Argentiniansand
255 Britons — losing their lives.

England reasserted control
of the Falklands after that 1982
‘war with Argentina’s military
government.

Argentinastill considersthe
British protectorate essential to
their national identity. The
banner could land the Argen-
tine football team in trouble

Argentina players carrying the
banner after the semifinal
againstEngland. ap

with FIFA’s rules on political
messaging. Argentina will take
on Spain in the FIFA World Cup
final on Sunday hoping to re-
tain their title won in Qatar
2022.

While it was uncertain
where the banner had come
from, according to a report
from The Associated Press, Ar-
gentina fans had been banned
from carrying Falklands flags
into the World Cup semi-final.

Britain complaints
Reuters adds: The British
government on Thursday

urged FIFA to investigate Ar-
gentina’s team after players
posed with the banner. UK
Business Secretary Peter Kyle
said the players’ behavior was
“entirely inappropriate. I ex-
pect FIFAtodoitsinvestigation
thoroughly.”

FIFA can prosecute Ar-
gentina’s players and soccer
federation because its disci-
plinary code prohibits at sta-
diums any “message that is not
appropriate for a sports event”
including those of “a political,
ideological, religious or offen-
sive nature.”

Soze about Lionel Scaloni.
Thereisareasonwhy Luis dela
Fuente's positional organisa-
tion or Thomas Tuchel's stra-
tegicdetail have been minutely
analysed. Yet, no manager at
this World Cup has slipped
through tactical scrutiny quite
like Argentina's.

For every time Scaloni has
been asked to explain an Ar-
gentine remontada, his answer
has been the same: it is inex-
plicable, he does not under-
stand it either.

Wednesday's  semifinal
against England was another
case in point. Argentina over-

64th minute

Substitution & the comeback

out
Nico Leandro
Gonzalez Paredes

Argentina generated only 0.2
expected goals in the first 63
minutes. And then arrived Nico
Gonzalez. On paper, a single
substitution. In effect, it created
three solutions. Gonzalez
occupied his usual position on
the left wing, allowing Alexis
Mac Allister to move back into
midfield and restore Argentina's
numerical superiority there.
And Lionel Messi, instead of
attempting through balls, went
direct with aerial deliveries.

Before England realised what
hit them, Messi had launched a
raft of crosses towards
Gonzalez.

Inthe next five minutes, the
Messi-Gonzalez diagonal
combination knocked on the
English doors three times.

92nd minute

Argennna coach Lionel Scaloni s in line to be a double winner. a»

turned a deficit to win 2-1.
Asked how his team did it, Sca-
loni offered only asmile.

"My understanding is that
when we smell blood, that's
‘when we play our best football.”

And yet, footballing dis-

72nd minute

Tuchelfalls for Scaloni’s bluff

® After selling Tuchel adummy
with Gonzalez on the left, Scaloni
strengthened the right wing with a
Messi-Montiel-de Paul triangle.

Recognising that Reece James
was struggling with Gonzalez,
Tuchel reinforced his right flank.
EzriKonsa replaced goalscorer
Gordon. Tuchel didn't realise he
was walking into Scaloni's trap. As
he committed resources to
Argentina's left, Scaloni doubled
down on his right by introducing
Gonzalo Montiel and Rodrigo de
Paul — both right-sided players.
Messi, who had a central role till
then, also switched to the right.
The triangle of Messi-Montiel-de
Paul launched 11 crosses.
Argentina were knocking. They
would soon bring the door down.

also had, from the time Gordon
scored, 88 per cent ball
ion. And yet, the

g logic

Since concedlng Argent\na had
d 1.4

scoreline read 1-1. Something
had&oglve When the scope of

wmh 04 beforehand Thev had
relentlessly attacked from the
flanks, producing 37 final-third
entries from wide areas. They

. genius begins.
And there he was: Messi, on
theright. Tuchel had the
situation covered. Or so he
thought. He had doubled up on

course does not have room for
hyperbole. 'Smelling blood"
cannot account for 12 goals
after the 75th minute, seven of
them after the 90th. There has
tobean explanation.

Against England, there was.

82nd minute

Tuchelreacts, butsstill falters
Tuchel, a Champions League
winner, realised he had been
sold adummy. He tried to
correct it by introducing left-
back Nico O'Reilly, but the
decision to take Declan Rice out
would prove to be costly.

For much of the evening,
Elliot Anderson's job had been
simple: deny Messi space. He
had done so withimmaculate
efficacy. But with Rice
withdrawn, he was
outnumbered in midfield.

Three minutes later,
Argentina worked a short
corner. Messi exchanged a pass
with De Paul, drawing Anderson
towards the pair. What the
English midfielder had not
spotted was a third Argentine
shirt lurking near the D: Enzo
Fernandez.

Asublime long-ranger. 1-1.
Four minutes before the
goal, Scaloni had made another

telling substitution. He had
introduced another attacker —
Lautaro Martinez — by
withdrawing left-back Nicolas
Tagliafico. This change would
prove to be crucial 11 minutes
later.

Messi — both O'Reilly and
Spence tasked to prevent him
from crossing with the wand of
his left foot. Left foot?

Messi shaped to deliver with
his left, sold both defenders the
feint, shifted onto his right and
whipped in a delightful ball.

Lautaro Martinez's header. 2-
1.Comeback for the ages.

© HEARTBREAK HARRY

Kane and the World Cup semifinal that ended like all the others for England

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, July 16

HARRY KANE stood with his
handson his hips and looked at
the grass. Around him the At-
lantastadium had splitintotwo
noises, one of which had no-
thingto dowith him any more.

England had led since the
55th minute. Enzo Fernandez
bentonein fromdistance inthe
85th. Two minutes into stop-
page time Messi crossed and
Lautaro Martinez headed the
winner. “It’s a similar story to
what's happened in previous
tournaments,” Kane said
afterwards. “We'd done so well
for that 60 minutes. We
scored. We deserved to be
ahead. And then, for one rea-
son or another, we struggled to
keep the ball.”

He has said versions of this
sentence in Moscow, at Wem-
bley, in Al Khor, in Berlin. He is
32and word perfect at it.

In 1999, on his first day at
Ridgeway Roversin Chingford,
a coach named Dave Bricknell
asked his six-year-olds if any-
one fancied going in goal.
Kane’s hand went up.

“I thought I'd found a goal-
keeper,” Bricknell says.

The parents on the touch-
line put himright. Arsenal took
him, looked at him, decided he
‘was too chubby, too unathletic,
and let him go.

Spurs took another look,
then spent years lending him
out, Leyton Orient, Millwall, a
relegation battle, a forgotten
‘Under-20 World Cup in Turkey.

Peter Taylor, who coached
that team, says he could not
have predicted the career. “You
couldn't meet a nicer boy,” he
said. Thatis not the same thing
as a prediction. “He didn't
really careif he missed, because
heknew another chance would
come along.”

The chance came. It always
came. That is the part the rec-
ord books show and the part
that tells the least of it.

‘Whatthe books do notshow
is the 30th minute in Moscow
in 2018, England leading Croa-
tia in a World Cup semi-final
and Kane two yards out with a
rebound sitting up. He shot.
Goalkeeper Danijel Subasic got
ahandtoit. Theball came back.
He shot again. The ball hit the
post and ricocheted off Sub-
asic'sleg.

Subasic had sprinted back
from nowhere and thrown
himselfalong the ground to di-
vert it with his foot, from two
yards, ataball that had already
beaten him once.

‘What the books do not show
isthe108th minute at Wembley
in 2021, England leading Italy
inaEuropean final, Kane cross-
ing from the right, the ball
travelling across the six-yard

3 _

England's Harry Kane hugs Anthony Gordon after the semifinal ap

epaper.indianexpress.mm.- -

Sixgoalsinsix
games, England's all-
time World Cup
record taken off
Gary Lineker along
theway, at 32, at the
agestrikersare
supposedtobe
slowingdown.

box, Stones arriving at the far
post with his head. Donna-
rumma came off his line and
punched itaway with both fists.
Two minutes of extra time re-
mained.

What the books donotshow
is Al Khor, 2022 in Qatar. Level
with France, 84th minute,
Kane having already scored
once from the spot. He placed
it the same way he always
places it, low, to the right, the
corner he owns.

But this time it left his foot

New Delhi

differently, climbing instead of
staying down, clearing the bar
by several feet.

He knew before it landed.
The shirt came up over his face
before anyone in the ground
had stopped watching the ball.

Last summer, Bayern Mu-
nich played a pre-season
friendly at Tottenham. Kane
walked backintothestadium he
had given nineteen years to.
Bayern won. At the end a small
trophy was produced and the
team gathered. Kane shook his
head, would notlift it, would not
hold something in front of the
people he had left without one.

Hisstriker coach Allan Rus-
sell once drew the distinction
thatunlocks him.

“Isheanice guy? No. He'sa
good guy. Nlce guys get taken
advantage of.”

Beneath the mildness is
something harder. Six goals in

six games here, England's all-
time World Cup record taken
off Gary Lineker along the way,
at32,attheagestrikersaresup-
posed to be slowing down. The
mildness has a source too.

Kate Goodland has known
him since they were pupils at
the same Chingford school,
both photographed with David
Beckham in 2005, aged 11 and
12, before either had any idea
what the picture would come to
mean. He tapes his wedding
ring before every match. Four
children were watching some-
where on Wednesday night.

Afterwards, asked about his
England future, Kane looked
across at the man who had just
beaten him, still deciding
matches at 39. “As you see on
the other end with Leo there,
he'sstill performing at the high-
estlevel. SoInever want to put
alimiton these things.”

Bricknell's boy never cared
about the miss. Another chance
might come along.
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Death knell: Giving
Messitoo much
space and time

Sandip G
Atlanta, July16

THE CONTEMPLA-
TIONS would rage on, for
days, months and dec-
ades. Those six minutes
between glory and des-
pair, those six minutes
when England lost their
courageand clarity, those
six minutes the country
could regret forever.
Manager Thomas Tu-

Thomas Tuchel’'s
defensive subs bl

chel bstitu-
tions, perceived as the
game’s deflection point,
would be painted as the
fallguy. Butit wasnothis
tactics that wrecked Eng-
land, butthe team’sinca-
pability to implement
those and deal with the
in-game tweaks of his Ar-
gentine counterpart Lio-
nel Scaloni.

Ateamdefendingal-
Olead inasemifinal with
abundant baggage is not
cynicism but a practical
reaction to a situation
wherein the opposition
rings in attacking
changes. England’s back-
line comprises those
with knowhow and
nous, some are serial
winners in club football,
who have lived through
suchssituations.

Scaloni repositioned
Messi, from a central,
free-roaming role to the
right side, his hunting
zone in the past. Now he
functioned as a hybrid
winger. The intentions
were simple, storm Eng-
land with crosses, mix
the delivery style, the
weight, the shape and
the bend. Some were

Argentina's hands. ap

trouble. Their position-
ing went off-kilter, with
too many operating side
by side. For instance,
Stones and Dan Burns
often found themselves
suffocatingly close to
each other, intervening
ineach other’s path.

It was not as though
England were horribly
unused to the formation.
Under Tuchel, England
havesuccessfullyadopted
this ploy. Tuchel hinted as
‘much: “Tbelieve that'sjust
thenatureofthegame. As
soon as you lose, you get
criticised. It'swhatitis.No
one knows what would
have happened if we
madedifferentdecisions.”
Inasense, adding fresh
legs and defensive rein-
forcementswasasensible
decision. England pan-
icked when they should
nothave. They madeindi-
vidual lapses.

Jude Bellingham,
strangely  over-emo-
tional, was late to distort
the vision and path of
Fernandez. Djed Spence,
hitherto strong and judi-

long, some short, some  ciousineveryendeavour,
floated, some forceful. emerged second-best
Some were passes, long, ~ from a physical contact
short, mid-range ones.  with Messi, just before he
Scaloni deputed Messi  crossed to Martinez for
because nooneelsehas the second goal. The
hisrange. bigger strategic letdown

England lost the plot ~ was substituting An-
there. Theymadethefatal  thony Gordon, sucking
mistake of giving Messi ~ pace out of them. Ar-
toomuchspaceandtime.  gentinacould throwmen
Messiandspaceisacom-  upfield with the security
bination for calamity. In ~ that England offered
thebuild- up(obothgoals, little attacking (hreat
Messihad the ti It'snot

his men. No one suffo—
cated him, no one wore
himdown.
Itwasoften11vs10in-
side the box and there-
abouts. England tooknu-
merical superiority for
granted. Both goal-
scorers, Enzo Fernandez
and Lautaro Martinez,
wereleftunmarked. Mar-
tinez leapt over John
Stones, adefenderof con-
siderable aerial prowess
and taller than thestriker;
Fernandez was miscon-
strued as a mop-up man
for corners; no one
bothered to check him.
England were

feat of Tuchel’s tactics,
but the broader failure of
understanding the na-
tion’s sensibilities, their
psyche conditioned by
episodic failures, stories
of pain and curses. As
consistent as England
have been in advancing
to the deep end of tour-
naments, they have lost
two World Cup semifi-
nalsineightyearsand as
many successive heart-
breaks in Euro finals. It
takes more than a man-
ager to alter the nation’s
responses.  England
could keep on changing
‘managers, but unless the

myopic and
ative. They were merely
inclined toblockand de-
fend their way out of

inherent

back shifts, they will
keep on losing as they
did on Wednesday.

With future in doubt,
Rohit struggles for
rhythmin 2nd ODI

Express News Service
Chennai, July 16

IT WAS the over before
‘Will Jacks put an end to
RohitSharma’s struggles
for a 47-ball 26. Two de-
liveries into left-arm
seamer Sam Curran’s
firstover of the afternoon
- the sort of variety that
hastroubled the 39-year-
old in the past - Virat
Kohli walked up to his
long time teammate to
share a short message:
“Take your time.” The
run-rate was 6.43, with
Kohli ensuringthe intent
shown by skipper Shub-
man Gillat thetopwasn’t
going to be compro-
mised in Cardiff.

For the second time
in this series, the condi-
tions offered an even
contest as India were
bowled out for 233 with
six overs left unused.
‘And the one whowas put
tothe maximum test was
Rohit, a batsman who
struggled for rhythm.

The right-hander

rarely makes ugly runs.
When bowlers test him,
he fights it out, but days
like Thursday arerare, as
hestruggled not because
he wasn’t equipped to
handle the questions
posed at him. Itwas more
amental battle, with his
future in India colours’
beyond Sunday in doubt.
Maybe, he was keen on
provingsomething while
not being in the best
frame of mind.

Kohli’s innings was a
complete contrast, as he
walked in and owned the
stage until he threw it
away after making 65 off
66. Beyond Rohit and
Kohli, it was vice-captain
Shreyaslyer’s660ff 71 that
India were thankful to.
With Washington Sundar,
Axar Patel and Shivam
Dube falling in the space
of 31 deliveries, India
folded for 233.

BRIEF SCORES: India
233alloutin 44 overs
(ShreyasIyer 66, Virat
Kohli 65; Jofra Archer
3/47) against England

England Kicked out by God’srightfoot

Through a crowded box, Messi found a
passing lane that shouldn't have
existed, and did it with the right foot,
which is considered his weaker one

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, July 16

LIONEL MESSI glanced up for
barely a heartbeat.

It was stoppage time of the
World Cup semi-final. Ar-
gentina had already rescued
themselves once, and now
sensed one last opportunity to
avoid extra time. Inside Eng-
land's penalty area stood a wall
of white shirts. One defender
rushed out to close Messi down,
another threw out a desperate
leg to block the cross. Three
more occupied the six-yard box,
each standing exactly where a
delivery ought to land. Jordan
Pickford lurked behind them,
waiting for anything overhit.

The passing lane didn't exist.
Orsoitseemed.

Messi's right foot clipped the
ball into the night sky. It rose
over the first challenge,
skimmed above the heads of
England's defenders by inches,
drifted beyond Pickford's reach,
left him in a dilemma whether

to commit or leave, and, almost
impossibly, dipped at precisely
the moment Lautaro Martinez
arrived at the far post. By the
time the Argentina striker
nodded home the winner, guid-
ingthe defending champions to
asecond successive final, the
ball had travelled over almost
the entire England defence be-
fore landing gently on his fore-
head. Zlatan Ibrahimovic, the
Swedish great, gushed on Fox:"T
had said yesterday that you're
going to see the left foot of God.
You got to see the right foot of
God ... beautiful moment."

Football has always cel-
ebrated players who beat de-
fenders with feints and dribbles.

Diego Maradona's 'Goal of
the Century'against England in
1986 remains perhaps the
sport's greatest act of individual
brilliance. Starting inside his
own half, he dribbled past five
outfield players, rounded Peter
Shilton and rolled the ball into
an empty net.

Forty years on, against the

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAJIT DEY

Lionel Messi’s cross found the head of striker Lautaro Martinezin the
92nd minute, resulting in the winning goal for Argentina. reuters

same opponents, Argentina
produced another moment that
belonged in the same conversa-
tion. Maradona erased six Eng-
lishmen by carrying the ball.
Messi erased six with a cross.

Weaving runs

Messi has made those weav-
ingruns, too. The slalom against
Getafe, that run through Ath-
letic Bilbao and countless solo
goals for Barcelona belonged to
afootballer who bent matches at

his will, with his legs. That ver-
sion of Messi is gone.

Age takes away the explosive
firststep, the relentless dribbles
and the ability to outrun
younger players for 90 minutes.
What it cannot touch is vision. If
anything, it sharpensit.

At 39, Messi solves football's
problems differently.

Against England, he wasn't
looking at defenders. He was
looking beyond them. Where
most footballers would have

Agetakes awaythe
explosivefirst step,
therelentless
dribbles andthe
ability to outrun
younger players for
90 minutes. What it
cannottouchis
vision. Ifanything, it
sharpensit.

seena penalty area crowded with
bodies, Messi spotted a passing
route that wasn't through de-
fenders but above them.

The margin for error was
microscopic. A fraction lower
and it strikes a defender. A frac-
tion longer and Pickford claims
it. A fraction slower and the op-
portunity disappears. The win-
dow existed for barely a second.

Messi found the only sol-
ution: going aerial. Perhaps
even more astonishing was the
foot he used.

For nearly two decades,
coaches have devised plans
around forcing Messi onto his
weaker side. Every full-back
who has faced him has been told
the same thing: don't let him
come inside onto his left. Eng-
land did exactly that. For a fleet-

ing moment, it even looked as
though Messi would check
backand recycle possession to
ateammate waiting outside
the box.

Instead, he trusted his
weaker right foot. The cross he
produced is one many elite
wingers would struggle to de-
liver with their stronger one.
As much as the execution, it
was the imagination that made
it extraordinary.

He saw an angle that didn't
appear to exist and a space that
revealed itself only after the

ball had travelled through it.

This assist deserves to sit
alongside the greatest goals
Messi has scored. Not just be-
cause it was spectacular at first
glance, but also because every
replay makes it seem even more
impossible. Watch it once and it
looks like a fine cross.

Watch it again and you begin
counting the defenders t clears.
Freeze the frame and you
wonder how the ball found its
way through a corridor that ap-
peared not to exist.

At 25, Messi might have
dribbled through six defenders.
Now, he simply looks up, trusts
his weaker right foot and lifts
the ball over them, and Ar-
gentina into another World Cup
final.
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‘NO CENTRAL SUBSIDY FOR LAND ACQUISITION TO SET UP CHIP PLANTS, STATES EXPECTED TO TAKE LEAD’

Govtnotkeen to cover land, tech
transfer costsinnew chipscheme

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, July 16

UNDER THE next phase of In-
dia’s ambitious Rs 1.27 lakh
crore Semiconductor Mission,
the Central government may
not offer subsidies to com-
panies arising out of technol-
ogy transfer costs, with the pre-
vailing thought being that
calculating such expenses is
complicated, The Indian Ex-
presshaslearnt.

The Centre may also no
longer offer subsidies for land
acquisition to set up chip
manufacturing plants, as state
governments are expected to
take the lead on that, a senior
government official said.

Under the first iteration of
the scheme, there was a provi-
sion for the government to
cover a portion of technology
transfer costs that approved
companies may incur, but a
senior government official said
that it has been removed under
India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) 2.0. Even though the
provision existed under ISM
1.0, such disbursals were not
made, it is understood.

“The reason we have de-

cided to not offer subsidies on

technology transfer costs is be-
cause when we were evaluating
proposals under the first leg of
thescheme, there wasa realisa-
tion that such transfer costs are
quite opaque. It is almost im-

o TECHTRANSFERCOSTS

TECH TRANSFERS are animpor-
tant element in firms setting up
semiconductor manufacturing

llatethe
exactamount, sowe have made
changes accordingly,” the offi-
cial said, requestinganonymity.

Technology transfers are an
important element in com-
panies setting up semiconduc-
tor manufacturing operations
inIndia, because many partici-
pants may not have access to
such technology in-house. For
instance, Tata Electronics,
whichissettingupachip fabri-
cation plant in Gujarat, is get-
ting the manufacturing tech-
nology from Taiwan’s PSMC.

These reconsiderations also
point to the broader theme of
India’s shifting priorities under
its new chip incentive scheme.
The new policy is expected to
place greater reliance on subsi-
dising chip design, and the
broader ancillary industry.

“In terms of our priorities
for the new scheme, first would
be chip designing, then bring-
ing the broader supply chain

inindia, because
many participants may not have
accesstosuch techin-house

UNDER THE firstiteration of the

scheme, there was a provision for
government to cover a portion of
tech transfer costs that approved
firms may incur

BUT A senior government official
said the provision has been

removed under ISM 2.0. Even
though it existed under ISM1.0,
such disbursals were not made

ecosystem to India, and then
subsidising building of new
chip manufacturing units,” a
second official said.

On Wednesday, the Union
Cabinet approved ISM 2.0 with
an outlay of Rs 1.27 lakh crore.
Under the first scheme, India
managed to attract 12 chip
making plants, including a fab-
rication facility being set up by
the Tata Group.

The country’s foray into
semiconductor productionand

Govt plans tighter fuel-economy
norms, credit market from FY28

Sourav Anand
New Delhi, July 16

THE POWER ministry has pro-
posed a tougher five-year fuel-
economy regime for passenger
vehicles from April 1, 2027,
tightening fleet-average con-

litres per 100 km, 0r 78.90 gCO,
per km, by 2031-32.
Compliance will be assessed
acrosstwoblocks, comprisingan
initial three-year period fol-
lowed by a second block of two
years. The phased tightening is

blendinglevel.

Manufacturers will also be
eligible to claim compliance
benefits of up to 9 gCO, per km
for approved fuel-saving tech-
nologies, with the benefit
capped at 1 gCO, per km for

intended to provi
urers a predictable

carmakers to use carbon-neu-
trality benefits, super creditsand
acompliance-credit mechan-

regulatory path for developing
and deploying more fuel-effi-
cient models.

ism to meet the new standards.
Thedraft Corporate Average
Fuel Economy-III norms, circu-
lated for stakeholder consulta-
tion, will cover Ml-category pas-
senger vehicles manufactured
orimported for sale in India be-
tween 202728 and 2031-32. The
existing CAFE-II norms are
likely toexpire on March 31,2027,
‘Under the proposed frame-
work, the fuel-consumption
target will progressively de-
cline from 3.996 litres per 100
km, equivalent to 94.76 gCO,
per km, in 2027-28 to 3.3273

Inasignificant change, the
ministry has proposed Carbon
Neutrality Factors for ethanol,
biofuel and compressed biogas
for the first time. The mechan-
ism will permit specified re-
ductions in declared tailpipe
carbon dioxide emissions be-
fore a manufacturer’s com-
pliance is assessed.

At the current ethanol-
blending level, an 8% Carbon
Neutrality Factor has been pro-
posed. For compressed biogas
andbiofuel, thereduction willbe
linked to the prevailing actual

each A

The draft provides super
credits while calculating fleet-
average fuel consumption for
battery electric vehicles, range-
extended electric vehicles, plug-
in hybrids, strong hybrids and
flex-fuel vehicles, giving manu-
facturersadditional flexibility to
expand cleaner vehicle port-
folios. It also proposes a credit-
and-debit system similar to the
mechanism in the recently cir-
culated draftamendmenttothe
CAFE-IInorms.

The proposed regime com-
bines steadily tighter fuel-con-
sumption targets with incen-
tives for alternative fuels,
electrified vehicles and fuel-sav-
ingtechnologies. FE

Avoid deploying Indian seafarers
in Strait of Hormuz: DG Shipping

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, July16

IN THE wake of escalating se-
curity concerns in the Gulf re-
gion, the Directorate General of
Maritime ~ Administration
(DGMA), under the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways, has directed shipowners,
ship managers and recruit-
mentagencies toavoid deploy-
ing Indian seafarers on vessels
transiting the Strait of Hormuz
until further orders.

The DGMA advisory, issued

on July 15, comes against the
backdrop of a series of attacks
on merchant ships and a wor-
sening security environment
in the Persian Gulf, raising
fresh concerns over the safety
of thousands of Indian sea-
farers employed on interna-
tional cargo vessels.

The circular said the safety,
security and welfare of Indian
seafarers, along with the protec-
tionof Indian ships, remain cen-
tral to the mandate of the mari-
time administration. It noted
thatrecentattacks on merchant

vessels—includingMombasaB,
AlBahyah, GFS Galaxy, MT WE-
DYAN and AL REKAYYAT —
have significantly heightened
the risks faced by commercial
shipping operating in the con-
flict-affected region.

The advisory said incidents
resulting in casualties among
Indian seafarers, coupled with
continuingattackson merchant
ships during the ongoing con-
flict, have made it necessary to
adopt enhanced precautionary
measures. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

packaging hasbeen outlined as
astrategic move by New Delhi
to insert itself into the global
chipsupply chain and establish
the sector to deepen domestic
valueaddition initselectronics
sector. Semiconductors —used
to power devices from toasters
to fighter jets — have become a
critical ~ resource  amid
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions over the last few years.
By 2029, India expects to
achieve the capability todesign

and manufacture chips
required for nearly 70-75% of
domestic applications, and by
2035, the country aims to be
among the top semiconductor
nations globally.

Compared to the first iter-
ation of the ISM, government
incentives for semiconductor
manufacturing plants have
been slashed in ISM 2.0. For in-
stance, the first scheme carried
auniform capex subsidy of 50%
for fabs and assembly plants.
However, under ISM 2.0, silicon
fabs will receive a subsidy of
40%, and other fabs will get
35%. Similarly, the incentive for
advanced packaging has been
kept at 35%, and 25% for con-
ventional packaging.

Under the new scheme, the
government will offer grants
and may also take equity in
large companies and start-ups
that design semiconductor
chips, which rank higher on
strategic and commercial par-
ameters. The government’s in-
vestment will depend on
whether these companies are
able to raise money from pri-
vate equity investors.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SPECIFIED NON-FINANCIAL ASSETS
RBIintroduces SNFA
category, bars banks
from selling assets
back to defaulters

George Mathew
Mumbai, July 16

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has introduced the con-
ceptof Specified Non-Financial
Assets (SNFAs) in the event of
loan defaults and mandated
that disposal of such assets
should primarily be through
public auctions under SAR-
FAESI Act principles and pro-
hibited resale to the original
borrower or related parties.
SNFAs refer primarily toim-
movable properties that banks
acquire when borrowers fail to
repay loans. Such assets typi-
cally include residential build-
ings, commercial properties,
industrial land or other real es-
tate accepted by banksin settle-
ment of outstanding debt.
The RBI has issued the
Third Amendment Directions,
2026 under its Commercial
Banks - Resolution of Stressed
Assets Directions, 2025. The
new regulations establish a
comprehensive framework for
how banks should acquire,
value, manage and dispose of
non-financial assets obtained
from defaulting borrowers.
According to the new direc-
tions, banks may acquire an
SNFA only after a borrower’s
loan hasbeen officially classified
as a non-performing asset. The
acquisition must involve either
full or partial settlement of the
bank’soutstandingexposure. In
caseswhereonly partoftheloan
issettled through the transfer of
property, the remaining debt

Specified non-financial assets

areimmovable properties that

banks acquire when borrowers
fail to repay loans. reuters

will continue to be treated under
restructuring norms, ensuring
thatbanks maintain appropriate
Pprovisioning and risk manage-
ment standards.

The RBI hasintroduced strict
valuation guidelines to prevent
overvaluation. Every acquired
property mustberecorded atthe
lower of two values—the net
book value of the extinguished
loanorthedistresssale value de-
termined independently by at
least two external valuers.

Banking experts believe this
conservative valuation method
will reduce the possibility of in-
flated asset values appearingon
bank balance sheets while en-
couraging more realistic finan-
cial reporting.  FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

How a new subsidy plan
hopes to build an Indian
smartphone brand

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, July 16

INDIA MAKES almost every
smartphonesold inthe country.
Butwhen itcomestothe names
on those phones, Indian com-
panies are conspicuously ab-
sent. Anew Rs 62,500 crore mo-
bile phone manufacturing
scheme, approved by the Union
Cabinet Wednesday, hopes to
changethat.

Under the new scheme, a
five-year follow-on to the Pro-
duction Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme forsmartphone assem-
bly, which helped Indiasuccess-
fully localise production, the
government s focusingonlocal
sourcing to boost domestic
value addition, and on design
and R&D by Indian brands,
along with incentives linked to
the export of smartphones,
Union IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

For building Indian brands,
an additional incentive at the
rate of 3% on eligible sales will
apply for design and R&D of the
product under the scheme.

The push to build an Indian
smartphone brand also signals
that the government’sambition
fortheelectronicssectoris mov-
ing beyond simply attracting
factories and boosting as-
sembly. Having estab-
lished India as a major
manufacturing base, New
Delhi now wants Indian
companiestomovedeeper
into the value chain - into
product design, researchand de-
velopment, intellectual prop-
erty, c 1t ecosystems
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ested in building a mobile
phone brand that can compete
withothers on quality and price.
But, they may have a cost dis-
ability of 10-15% initially, so
through the new scheme, the
governmentislookingtobridge
at least 5-6% of that,” a senior
government official said.

Why an Indian
smartphonebrand

The push to build an Indian
smartphonebrandisrootedina
larger gap in India’s electronics
story. The country has suc-
ceeded inattractingglobal com-
panies to manufacture mobile
phonesatscale, but muchof the
value generated by the industry,
from product design and intel-
lectual property to
brandingand technol-
ogy, continues to be
owned by companies
headquartered else-
where, though Indian
companies like Tata
Electronicsand Dixon areestab-
lishing themselves in the
contract i

and brand ownership.

Though a long-term plan,
what the government is essen-
tiallylookingtosubsidise to help
propel an Indian smartphone
brand is theimmediate cost dis-
ability it may have against well-
established competitors, par-
ticularly from China.

“We expect that four or five
Indian companies will be inter-

UPI payments
over Rs 2k to big
merchants may
see 0.5% MDR

New Delhi: The Centre may re-
introduce amerchant discount
rate (MDR)on UPI transactions
0f Rs 2,000 and above for large
merchants to compensate
banks and payment service
providers for rising operational
costs and technology invest-
‘ments, sources said.

The proposed MDR on UPI
paymentsaccepted bylarge mer-
chants won’t exceed 0.5% of the
monetary value, asource said.

However, merchants and
businesses with an annual
turnover of up to Rs 1.5 crore
are likely to be exempt from
the levy, irrespective of the
transaction amount. A deci-
sion on the proposal is ex-
pected within a month, the
sources added.

Larger merchants are better
placed to absorb the MDR or
pass on the cost to customers,
whereas small businesses have
limited ability to doso, the gov-
ernment reckons. FE

© THE LEAK INCLUDES A 14.3 GB DATASET COMPRISING 18,997 FILES RELATED TO THE KUDANKULAM NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

Kudankulam files on dark web: Inside the alleged data leak

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, July 16

FOR MORE than a month, a
large cache of files pur-
portedly linked to the Kudan-
kulam Nuclear Power Plant
have been available on the
dark web.

The data, leaked by ran-
somware group World Leaks,
is purportedly linked to Anil
Ambani-led Reliance Group,
whose subsidiary, Reliance In-
frastructure Ltd, was awarded
the Engineering, Procurement
and Construction (EPC)
contract in2018 for the plant's
non-nuclear common service
facilities, known as the Bal-
ance of Plant (BoP).

The leaked data, accessed
by The Indian Express, in-
cludes a 14.3 GB dataset com-
prising 18,997 files related to

the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant. These files are
part of amuch larger cache of
1.2 terabytes containing over
858,000 files purportedly
linked to the Anil Ambani-led
Reliance Group.
Asearchinthe leaked data-
set using the term “KKNP” —
an acronym for the Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Plant — re-
trieves numerous internal
documents, including inspec-
tion records, engineering de-
sign files for various plant fa-
cilities, minutes of meetings,
and correspondence between
Reliance Infrastructure and
the Nuclear Power Corpor-
ation of India Ltd (NPCIL) on
project execution and con-
struction-related matters.
While The Indian Express
could not independently ver-
ify the authenticity of these

The leaked dataset is largely related to Units 3 and 4 of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant. reuters

documents, a spokesperson of
Anil Ambani-led Reliance
Group told this newspaper
that there had been a “partial
breach” of its data on a server
hosted by third-party data

centre service provider Yotta,
and the government had been
informed about the incident.
In a statement to Reuters,
Yotta also maintained that it
had noted suspicious activity

epaperindianexpress.com -- .

on May 29 on a server it hosts
that belongs to Reliance Infra-
structure. It said the activity
was immediately terminated
and the suspected ransom-
ware execution was prevented.
Following reports of data
breach, state-owned NPCIL,
the plant’s operator, also clari-
fied that the leaked informa-
tion does not pertain to any nu-
clear safety or security systems
and the compromised data re-
latesonly to the plant’s conven-
tional Balance of Plant com-
monservice facilities, for which
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd was
awarded a contract in 2018.
Located in Tirunelveli dis-
trict of Tamil Nadu, Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Plant con-
sists of six units of Pressurised
Water Reactors of VVER de-
sign, which were established
in technical collaboration

with Russia.

The first two units (KKNPP
Units-1 & 2) are already in op-
eration, while Units 3 and 4
are still under construction
and are due to be operational
by 2027. The remaining two
units are at different stages of
progress.

The leaked dataset is largely
related to Units 3 and 4 of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Plantand contains documents
associated with the EPC
contract executed by Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd.

From tender documents
and invoices to engineering
drawings and design files for
various structures, the folders
appear to be organised ac-
cording to different aspects of
the project.
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New Delhi

The government’s new mo-
bile phone manufacturing
scheme hopes to explicitly ad-
dressthis gap by supporting In-
dian brands, with the stated ob-
jectives of achieving
technological sovereignty, cap-
turing a larger share of the
economic value generated by
the sector and creating Indian
patents in design and research

*BRIEFLY

and development.

This is important because
manufacturing alone does not
necessarily translate into con-
trol over an industry. A phone
assembled in India may still be
designed elsewhere, use for-
eign-owned intellectual prop-
ertyand be sold under a foreign
brand. The government now
wants Indian companies to
move up this value chain. The
scheme, with aRs 62,500-crore
outlay over five years, is in-
tended to deepen domestic
value addition, strengthen
supply chains and improve glo-
bal competitiveness, while pro-
viding incentives on eligible
mobile phone sales.

The policyalsoreflectstheli-
mits of the first phase of India’s
mobile manufacturing push.
Production-linked incentives
helped attract global manufac-
turerslike Appleand expand In-
dia’s capacity to make phones,
with the country emerging as a
major manufacturing and ex-
portbase. ButIndia has not pro-
ducedasmartphone brand with
comparable scale and global
reach. The newschemeisanat-
tempt to fill that gap, to ensure
that the next phase of growth is
not only about more phones
being made in India, but also
about Indian companies own-
ing the design, technology and
‘brand behind those phones.
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SBIFunds IPO
attracts bids
worthRs3 Lcr

Mumbai: The initial
public offering (IPO) of
SBIFunds Management
Ltd witnessed overwhel-
ming investor interest,
closing with an overall
subscription of 41.66 times
onthe final day of bidding
and generating demand
worth nearly Rs 2.97 lakh
crore. The issue received
bids for 518.93 crore
equity shares against the
12.45 crore shares on offer,
according to cumulative
subscription data
available on the BSE and
NSE. The IPO was priced
in the band of Rs 545-574
pershare. ENS

‘Social protection
Now covers
100 cr citizens’

New Delhi: India’s social
protection coverage
increased to over 100 crore
citizens in 2026, up from25
crorein2015, accordingto
Union Labour and Employ-
ment Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya. The minister, in
apostonsocial media plat-
form X on Wednesday, high-
lighted the landmark vali-
dation of the country's
social security landscape by
the International Labour
Organisation (ILO). “India
breaches 1billion markin
Social Protection
Coverage!” Mandaviya
wrote onX. PT

*MARKETS

Tech Mahindra
Q1 net profit
rises 28.4%

New Delhi: IT services com-
pany Tech Mahindra on
Thursday posted a28.4%
year-on-year rise in its con-
solidated net profit for the
June quarter atRs 1,465
crore. The company’s rev-
enue from operations was
up17.7% atabout 15,712
crore during the quarter
justended. Total headcount
at146,760 was 863 people
lower quarter-on-quarter,
while theIT attrition stood
at11.8% on an LTM (last
twelve months) basis. In
dollar terms, the QIFY27
revenue at $1,660 million
camein2.2% higher
sequentially. PTI

I-T Deptadds
foreignincome
datato AIS

New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department has started
displaying information on
foreign assets and income
tothe taxpayers on thein-
come tax e-filing portal as
per information received
under the Automatic
Exchange of Information
(AEOI) framework. The tax
departmentis currently
displaying information for
2022,2023,and 2024 inthe
Annual Information State-
ment of taxpayers.
Information for 2025 will be
visiblein the AIS onceitis
received in September or
October, sources said. FE
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