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Happening
today

®TAMIL NADU Chief Minister

C Joseph Vijay will make his first
visit to Karur district after the
stampede in September last
year which claimed 41lives. He
is expected to meet the families
of the victims.

@®LORD'S WILL host the first
women'’s Test match between
India and England, 142 years
since staging its inaugural
men’s Test.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEWORLD  PAGEM
IRANSTRIKES U.S.
MILITARY INFRAIN
KUWAIT, QATAR AND
BAHRAIN
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INSTANCES OF VEHICULAR DAMAGE CIRCULATED ON SOCIAL MEDIA OVERBLOWN: MINISTER
E20 affects mileage, but West Asia crisis shows
India mustexplore alternatives, says Gadkari

On conflict of interest allegations, he
says personal stake ‘too insignificant’
toimpact government policy

Anil Sasi
New Delhi, July 9

AMID A raging debate over the
impact on vehicular perform-
ance from the shift to higher
ethanol blends, Union Road
Transport and Highways Min-

Think tank CSDS
likely to face funding
cuts from Centre

After probe, ICSSR ‘looks at’ suspending
its grants which account for 90% of
CSDS salaries: Rs 5.8 crore in 2024-25

Vikas Pathak
NewDeIhl, July 9

THE CENTRE for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS),
established in 1963 and one of
the premier social science re-
search centres in the country,
faces deep funding cuts from
the government which could
cast a cloud over its viability,
ThelIndian Expresshaslearned.
This action follows CSDS
professor Sanjay Kumar flag-
ing discrepancies in voter data
in Maharashtra which Kumar
himself later said was a mis-
reading and apologised for it.

Another think tank, Centre
for Policy Research, had to con-
siderably whittle down its op-
erations following an Income
Tax probe and the cancellation
of its foreign funding licence
two years ago.

CSDS faces the prospect of
losing its grants from Indian
Council of Social Science Re-
search (ICSSR), an organisation
under the aegis of the Ministry
of Education whose grants ac-
counts for over 83% of its in-
come.

Sources said CSDS may also
lose its status as an institution

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Karnataka: Like other
CMs, Siddaramaiah
dropped 52 cases related
to ‘support base’; HC stays

«POLITICAL CASES: THEREVOLVINGDOOR

CASES DROPPED:
In Siddaramaiah’s
FIRSTSTINT (2013-18)
SINCE MAY 2023 after
Congress returned to power:
CASES withdrawn
through separate orders
—onOct15,2024 &May 27,2026
WHAT THE HC SAID: On May 29,
2025, HC quashed govt's Oct 15,
2024 order. On July 2,2026,HC
stayed govt's May 27,2026 order.

2 CASES: Siddaramaiah
Cabinet proposed to with-
draw on May 21, 2026.
CASES DROPPED:
InBJP’STENURE
(2019-2023) through 7 orders.
WHAT THE HC SAID: On Dec 21,
2020, the HC stayed the govt's
Aug 31,2020 order.
®0nAug 11,2021, it said states
can'tdrop cases against sitting &
ex-MLAs/MPs without HC nod.

JohnsonTA
Bengaluru, July 9

LAST THURSDAY, the Karna-
taka High Court stayed the Con-
gress government’s May 27
order to withdraw 52 criminal
cases that came days after the
then Siddaramaiah Cabinet de-
cided to halt the prosecution of
these cases.

On May 28, Siddaramaiah
stepped down as the chief min-
ister to make way for D K Shiva-
kumaras part of the Congress’s
exercise forthe changing of the
guard.

The Siddaramaiah govern-
ment’s decision marked the la-
testinaseries of such moves by
successive governments, led by
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ister Nitin Gadkari reckoned
thataverage mileage candipas
ethanol content increases in
the fuel, butsaid the West Asian
crisis hasshown India must ex-
plore all alternatives to fossil
fuelimports.

He told The Indian Express

Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari. ExPRESSFILE

EXPLAINED
LESSONS FOR INDIA
FROM BRAZIL'S
ETHANOL PATHWAY
PAGE13

that the calorific value of etha-
nolislowerthan petrol. “Thisis
afact,” hesaid, admitting mile-
age could be hit with higher
blending, but added that

’AGE 2

EXPLAINED

Why explore fossil
fuel alternatives

Indiaimports fuel products,

and spends almostRs2lakh

croreinforexeveryyear.

Blended fuel —ethanolin

petrol & methanol in diesel —

w1ll helpthe countryreduce
d on fossil fuels.

INDO-PACIFIC A SYMBOL OF SHARED ASPIRATIONS: MODI

India, Australiaink defence
pacts, fast-track trade deal

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his

Step taken to operationalise 2014 nuclear
pact, secure uranium supplies to India

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, July 9

SIGNALLING A significant
deepening of bilateral ties,
India and Australia on Thurs-
day sealed a series of pacts
across sectors, from defence
and maritime security to
energy, including one that
paves the way to operationalise
their 2014 Civil Nuclear Agree-
ment that secures a stable cor-

ridor for uranium supplies to
India for peaceful purposes.
With these pacts forming
the backdrop, Prime Minister
NarendraModi described both
countries as “vibrant democ-
racies”, “multicultural so-
cieties”, and “significant ocean
powers”. Modi told Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese that they will together
strengthen peace, stability,
freedom of navigation, and a

t Anthony Alb:

rules-based order across the
Indo-Pacific region.

Albanese, in turn, said the
two countries are focusing on
deepening and diversifying
their partnership. “Six years
into our strategic partnership,
Australia’s relationship with
India has never been more con-
sequential than it is today. Our
partnership has never been
stronger,” he said.

“We share a focus on deep-
eningand diversifying the rela-
tionship between our countries
50 We can continue to grow
from strength to strength.
Today, we have done exactly

Thursday. ap;RELATED REPORT, PAGE 6

that across the breadth of our
relationship. With new land-
mark agreements, we are ex-
panding our relationship
across defence and security,
education, science and tech-
nology, and energy security
and critical minerals,” he said.
The strengthening of ties
comes at a time when China’s
assertive behaviourin the Indo-
Pacific region has caused con-
cernamonglike-minded Quad
partners, while the ongoing
conflict in West Asia between
the US and Israel on one side
and Iran on the other has
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
By EPUNNY
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'Govt clears Dixon (India)-Vivo (China)

JV for manufacturing smartphones

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, July 9

IN ONE of the first major ap-
provals to Chinese investment
inastrategic sector, the Centre
has cleared a joint venture be-
tween Dixon Technologies
(India) Limited and Vivo Mo-
bile India Limited (VMI) for
manufacturing electronic de-
vices and smartphones in the

| country, a BSE (Bombay Stock

Exchange) filing showed.

“We would also like to inti-
mate that VMI has today re-
ceived approval of Government
of Indiavideletter dated July 8,
2026, interms of Press Note 3 of
2020issued by the Department
of Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, forin-
corporation of the JV Co and
subscription of shares of JV Co
by VMIL,” the Noida-headquar-

tered Dixon Technologies
(India) Limited said in a com-
pany filing.

Press Note 3 refers to an
April 2020 regulation imposing
restrictions on investments
from China, making govern-
ment approval mandatory for
investments from countries
sharing a land border with
India. The move was aimed at
preventing  opportunistic

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Former TMC MPs Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu Sekhar Ray and Prakash
Chik Baraik with Bengal BJP chief Samik Bhattacharya (second
from left) in Kolkata on Thursday. express

Hours after joining
BJP, 3 former TMC
MPs fielded for RS
bypolls in Bengal

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, July 9

THREE FORMER Trinamool
Congress (TMC) Rajya Sabha
MPs, who resigned from their
posts a month after the party’s
defeat in the West Bengal As-
sembly elections, joined the
BJP on Thursday. Hours later,
the BJP announced them as
candidates for the Rajya Sabha
bypolls necessitated by their
resignations.

Sukhendu Sekhar Ray,
Sushmita Dev and Prakash
Chik Baraik joined the BJP at
the party’s office in Kolkata in
the presence of state party
president Samik Bhattacharya.

“All our leaders, including
(Chief Minister) Suvendu Adhi-
Kkari and I, are happy with their
inclusion in the party,” Bhatta-
charya said, adding, “It is a
really happy day for us. Like
Assam and Tripura, which are
moving forward under the

double-engine government,
Bengal will also move ahead.”

In the months following the
‘West Bengal Assembly election
results on May 4, which saw the
BJP come to power with aland-
slidevictory, the TMC has faced
its gravest internal crisis.

Amid the crisis, on June 8,
Ray resigned as Rajya Sabha
MP. He was followed by Sush-
mitaDevonJune 10 and Baraik
onJunell.

After joining the BJP on
Thursday, Ray said the protests
followingthe2024 R G Kar Medi-
cal College rapeand murder case
had already indicated that the
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC
would not retain power in the
Assembly elections. He also
claimed that under the TMC
government, Bengal was “mov-
ingbackwards”.

“This was because of re-
peated opposition to the cen-
tral government. By always

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AYODHYA DONATION ROW
Temple CEO must be
Ram devotee, huge
task to restore trust:
Search panel member

Just keeping money in account doesn’t
work... has to be invested, used properly’

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, July 9

FOR THE first Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Trust, the pri-
mary requirement is “Ram ke
pratishraddha ka bhav (devo-
tiontoLord Ram)”, said Suresh
Haware.

Oneofthe three membersof
thecommitteeset up toidentify
candidates for the post, newly
announced as the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Trust tries to clean
its house in the wake of the do-
nation theft row, Haware’slist of
credentialsrunslong. Heisare-
tired nuclearscientist whospent
27yearswith the Department of
Atomic Energy, has headed the
Shri Saibaba Sansthan Trust in
Shirdi, and is currently the
Chairman of the National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT), Rai-

| pur, and a member of the Shri

. EXPRESS
mterview

SURESHHAWARE
FORMER NUCLEAR SCIENTIST
WITHDEPT OF ATOMIC ENERGY &
MEMBER OF AMARNATH BOARD

——————————

Amarnathji Shrine Board, plus
has written a book called
Temple Management.
Speakingto The Indian Ex-
press over the phone from Sri-
nagar, as he participates in the
ongoing Amarnath Yatra, Ha-
ware called his new assignment
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

© SOCCER HELPED ME DISCOVER THE BREADTH AND THE BEAUTY OF THE CITY: MAMDANI

This Mayor plays Sunday league — and beat Trump for World Cup spotlight

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
cup

Sandip G
New Yark July9

BEFORE LAST year’s mayoral
election in New York, Rafael
Gomes, a security guard at a
Manhattan bank and amateur
footballer, was driven to Coney
Island's “Soccer Fest” by his
teammates, allcrammedintoa
van. “Ithought it’sjust another

fun tournament,” he told The
Indian Express. After the game,
Gomes saw a man in a black
suit, “bearded and handsome”,
near the dugout. “Someone
threw a ball at him, and he
juggled it beautifully. Lovely

mayoral candidate’s speech on
TV and became an instant ad-
mirer. “He said something like
soccer is a big part of New
Yorkers and a unifying force in
the boroughs. I was moved be-
cause of all the talk of crack-

down on immi-

touches, he might be
a professional, I ‘ PAGE1 grants, and here is
thought,” he said. t anchor f someone who talks

Gomes  asked
who that was; his friends said
he was running for mayor. “I
don’tlisten to political stuffand
all that. But I thought, “Wow,
cool, we are going to get a
mayor who plays soccer’,” he
said. Then, he watched the

of soccer and unity,”
hesaid.

A few weeks later, Zohran
Mamdani, born to Ugandan
academic Mahmood Mamdani
and filmmaker Mira Nair, as-
sumed office. Withinayear, he'd
become a hero of the masses,

New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani at the Soccerfest campaign
with NYC Footy during his campaign. nvcroory

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

not just for his politics but also
for hislove of asport that bound
the city. “Soccer might not be
the most popular sport in the
US, butit’stheidentity of immi-
grant communities in New
York, especially in the Queens,
where there are Hispanics, Ca-
ribbeans and Asians,” said Jo-
seph Aguilero, of Uruguay FC, a
local club.

Mamdani’s charm grew
with populist measures, even
making the World Cup afford-
able formany. “He got the pulse
of the World Cup, maybe be-
cause he is a passionate foot-
baller,” Josephsaid. When FIFA

New Delhi

chief Gianni Infantino de-
fended ticket prices as “justi-
fied in the US market”, Mam-
dani made 1,000 tickets
available tothe five boroughs at
$50 each. When FIFA banned
water bottles in the summer
heat, Mamdani objected, and
the governing body back-
tracked. After NJ Transit hiked
the Penn Station-MetLife
round trip ticket price to $150,
Mamdani and Governor Kathy
Hochul rolled out $20 shuttle
buses. “Heloves the people and
sport so much. We could con-
nect with him,” Rafael said.
On Wednesday, at a press

conference to unveil New
York's new buslanes, Mamdani
did the math on saved com-
muting time. “It means agree-
ingwith your friends that Egypt
was robbed yesterday (in the 3-
2loss to Argentina),” he said.
Pressed on what he would do
with those extra six minutes
(between the time Egypt scored
and the goal was disallowed via
the Video Assistant Referee sys-
tem), he skipped the policy
answer. “I would probably just
watch the replays of Egypt get-
ting robbed again,” he said.
“Gotta throw up the VAR.”
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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mia, Australia

affected maritime traffic in the
Strait of Hormuz over the past
four-and-a-half months.

Modi, who is in Melbourne
for the third annual India-Aus-
tralia Summit, said they have
now decided to “fast-track work
on the Comprehensive Econ-
omic Cooperation Agreement
(CECA), whichwill be balanced,
ambitious, and mutually benefi-
cial for both nations”. “We will
also accelerate progress on the
Bilateral Investment Treaty,” he
said after the bilateral talks.

Following the talks, the two
sides signed a joint statement
alongside separate statements
covering defence and maritime
security, energy security, and
critical minerals. Thestatement
noted tangible benefits already
reaching businesses and con-
sumersunder theexistingIndia-
Australia Economic Cooper-
ation and Trade Agreement
(ECTA), while emphasising the
need todismantlenon-tariffbar-
riers further and coordinate in-
stitutional financingtodrive pri-
vate-sector investment.

Another key outcome was
the finalisation of the adminis-
trative arrangement to oper-
ationalise the Civil Nuclear
Agreement signed in 2014 and
enable supply of uranium from
AustraliatoIndia. “Thearrange-
ment facilitates Australian ura-
niumexportstoIndiatohelpin-
crease the share of non-fossil
fuel power capacity, providing
an additional market for the
Australian resourcessector,” Al-
banese said.

Also, to support India’s do-
mesti gy push,

defence and security. Through
the India-Australia Defence In-
novation Corridor, we will work
onconnectingdefencestart-ups
and industries.” “Our Maritime
Security Collaboration Road-
map will lend new strength to
our shared efforts in the Indo-
Pacific. We will also move for-
ward together in shipbuilding,

ship repair and maintenance.”
Albanese said the joint dec-
laration ondefence andsecurity
cooperation will provide for
deepening “practical partner-
ship”. “Australia values India as
atop tier security partner and
the declaration reflects our
shared commitmenttoapeace-
bl d prosperous Indo-

a ]omt ‘Rooftop Solar Training Paclﬁc region. Wewill boost stra-
Academy’ will be: establlshed in  tegiccoordination, increase the
ipac- ity of our d

Gujarattobuilc

ity among women and youth
under the PM Surya Ghar Yo-
jana.

Ondefenceand security ties,
Modi said, “The Indo-Pacific is
not merely a confluence of two
oceans; it is also a symbol of the
shared aspirations of like-
minded democracies like India
and Australia. Today, we have is-
suedanimportantJoint Declar-
ation toenhance cooperationin

cises and further build interop-
erability between our defence
forces,” hesaid.

Reaffirming their commit-
menttoa rules-based order, the
joint statement noted that both
prime ministers “strongly op-
posed any destabilising or uni-
lateral action to change the
status quo and undermine re-
gional peace and stability,” and
explicitly emphasised adher-

encetothe United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea.

Addressing international is-
sues, Modi reiterated India’s
stance against cross-border ter-
rorism. “Indiaand Australia be-
lieve that terrorism is a serious
challenge not just for any single
country, but for humanity as a
whole. Therefore, our fight
against terrorism is shared, our
resolve is unwavering, and our
cooperation is continuously
strengthening,” he said.

On global conflicts, he said,
“We also believe that the ten-
sions and conflicts prevailing in
various parts of the world can
only be resolved through dia-
logue and diplomacy.”

The two leaders also laun-
ched the Australia-India Part-
nership on Cyber, Critical Tech-
nologies and Supply Chains.
Concluding the summit, Modi
said, “Cricket serves as a diplo-
matic language for the relation-
ship between India and Austra-
lia. That is why our meetings
often feel like a cricket match:
The agenda — focused like a
one-day match, decisions —
swift like a T20 game, and the
partnership—long-lasting and
deep, like a Test match.”

Temple CEO

a management challenge
“bigger than Tirupati, Shirdi or
even many of the country’s lar-
gest busmess organisations”.
before usis

number of pilgrimsis one aspect
ofit. “Tirupati receives around 1
lakh to 1.5 lakh devotees every
day, while Shirdi sees around
70,000-80,000. Ayodhya is
knowntodraw over2lakhdevo-
teesinaday, with these numbers
increasing mamfold on auspi-
ciou

very blg because it is a question
of public trust. Once trust is
broken, it takes years to rebuild.
Therefore, the system we create
has to be transparent. A proper
system of temple management
has to be put in place,” he said,
adding that he believes the task
starts with finding the right per-
sonwho can put in place such a
system. And “the primary
requirement is Ram ke prati
shraddhakabhav”.

The trust announced the
formation of the search commit-
tee for the CEO on July 6, with
Haware hearingabouthisinclu-

The other aspect, Haware
said, are the sentiments at-
tached to the Ayodhya temple.
“It is not merely a newly con-
structed temple, it is associated
with a struggle spanning more
than 500 years. Every Hindu has
anemotional connectionwithit.
... This is perhaps the biggest
temple institution in the
country... That makes the re-
sponsibility much greater.”

The CEOwould become “the
backbone” of theinstitutionand
oversee every aspect of its func-
tioning and management, Ha-

vested and used properly, more
so for giving it back to society,”
he said. Haware added that
temple management had

for. We will first meet online,
followed by a physical meeting.
After finalising criteria, we will
invite applications from eli-

scrutinise

evolved intoa i disci- gible c
plineencompassingfinance,in-  them, hold interviews, exam-
vestment, banking,accounting,  ine their background and fi-

human resource management,
material management, crowd
and disaster management, and
increasingly involves the use of
technology, including artificial
intelligence.

Atthe same time, he stre-
ssed,

nally prepare a panel of names
for the Trust.”

“I was at the Amarnath
Shrine when the Trust took this
decision. The other committee
membersareinDelhi. Giventhe
urgency, wewill firstmeetonline
and then i This con-

alone is not enough to be the
CEO. “A dry professional can-
not run a temple like this. The
primary necessity is Ram ke
prati shraddha ka bhav (devo-
tion towards Ram). The second
isaspirit of service towards so-
ciety and respect for devotees.
Only after that will we look at
experiencein finance, HR, ma-

cerns the faith of millions and
therefore hastobetreated astop
priority.”

Society expects every dona-
tiontobe properlyaccounted for
and used responsibly, Haware
said. “Temples today are ex-
pected to support hospitals,
schools, old-age homes, free
meals and other social initiat-

ives. Financial ac-

sion in it during the Amarnath
Yatra. Itsothermembersinclude
retired Justice Pradeep Kohli
and Lieutenant General (retd)
Vishnukant Chaturvedi.

On why Ayodhya requires a
different model of administra-
tion, Haware said the sheer

ware said. “] l khsof terial institu-
pilgrims every day tional administration and
fessional systems for crowd temple management.”
movement, disaster prepared- On the selectlon process,
andhuman F will

ness,

resourcesand, mostofall, finan-
cial management. Simply
keeping money in the account
does not work, it has to be in-

laydown around 10broad crite-
riabefore invitingapplications.
“Our first taskis to decide what
kind of person we are looking

counting and transparency are
integral to temple administra-
tion. Our responsibility is to
identify the right person —
someone who combines devo-
tion with professional compet-
enceandcanbuildaninstitution
worthy of the faith of millions.”

CSDS

receivingICSSR grants — called
“grants-in-aid” — after a three-
member probe committee, sub—
mittedareport that

This can mean suspension of
grants, through which most of
the salaries of the staff of CSDS
arepaid.

ICSSR grants account for
roughly 90% of the salary com-
ponent at CSDS apart from

of allegations regarding the
centre’s functioning.

‘The committee, constituted
by the ICSSR, includes a former
‘UGCsecretary, aformergovern-
ment auditor and a former pro
Vice-ChancellorofaCentral uni-
versity.

Their report submitted to
the ICSSR is learnt to have al-
leged “irregularities”: academic
appointments in violation of
UGC regulations, requisite
qualifications; processing of fi-
nancial matters without com-
plying with General Financial
Rules;and appointment of non-
academic staff without public
advertisement.

It has recommended that
ICSSR take action against CSDS
as per its “grants-in-aid” rules.

G_adkari

mileage also depends on
driving conditions, especially in
cities such as Delhi or Mumbai,
where vehicles stay in lower
gearsduetodrivingconditions.

Overthelast three years, the
percentage of ethanol in fuel
hasincreased from10%t020%,
upsetting a section of mileage-
conscious customers in the
country. Some also complain
and allege their car engines are
getting damaged with use of
blended fuel.

Gadkari, however, said in-
stances of vehicular damage
being circulated on social
mediaare “overblown”and part
ofaconcerted “false narrative”.
He said the E20 blend (20%
ethanoland 80% petrol) wasin-
troduced nationwide last year
only after clearances in
multiple tests carried out by
Pune-based testing lab ARAI
(Automotive Research Associ-
ation of India) and vehicle
manufacturers. On claims of
engine damage, he said auto
companies did undertake
checks, and found adulterated
fuel to be responsible.

Gadkari said ARAI reports
have said that for vehicles spe-
cifically built with flex-fuel en-
gines, there is no problem with
mileageefficiency. “Thatis why
we are also working on (push-
ing)fl i ”he
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Joint venture

takeovers during the Covid-19
pandemic, and remained in
force amid heightened security
concerns following the Galwan
clash later that year.

It was primarily targeted at
Chinese investors, as Bangla-
desh and Pakistan entities can
invest only via government
route, while investments from
other bordering countries like
Nepal, Myanmar, Bhutan and
Afghanistan account for a very
small share of India’s total for-
eign investment inflows.

However, tense trade ties
with the US now seem to be
pushing India towards a more
balanced economic relation-
ship with China.

Dixon Technologies said the

Karnataka

joint venture has been formed

said.
He said there are learnings
fromthe ﬂex engine, which has

whichital
research and some mainten-
anceactivities.

Whenasked aboutthesealle-
gations, CSDS director Awad-
hendra Sharan told The Indian
Express: “We haven't received
any report. Unless I see it, how
canlcommentonit.”

When contacted, Sanjay
Kumar declined to comment,
saying he was unaware that the
report had been submitted.

As per the unaudited ICSSR
annual report 2024-25, the total
income of CSDS was Rs 75.62
million that year, of which
Rs 62.88 million came from the
ICSSR: Rs 57.88 million in sal-
aries and allowances, and
Rs 50 lakh under the heads re-
search scheme/programme,
non-salary.

Maruti Suzuki are bringing flex
models. Brazil has been usinga
27% ethanol-petrol blend since
1970, with Hondaand Hyundai
running cars with flex-fuel en-
gineson ethanol withoutissues.
“The goal is to give the publica
choice - multiple blends at dif-
ferent pricing, given that etha-
nol is priced at approximately
Rs75perlitre,” the Minister told
The Indian Express. A flex fuel
hybrid vehicle results in effi-
ciency gains, since the electric
component of the engine en-
sures that energy is saved in a
battery.

Gadkari said the West Asian
crisis has shown that all alter-
natives to fossil fuel imports
need tob: lored. “In Karna-

The CSDS, on its own, raised
— from projects, fellowshipsand
consultancy —Rs.12.1millionin
2024-25. Thus, 83% of the total
income of CSDS in 2024-25 was
through ICSSR grants-in-aid.

Lastyear, ICSSR withheld its
grantto CSDS.

The enquiry committee was
setupafter controversy erupted
in August 2025 when CSDS pro-
fessor Sanjay Kumar, ina poston
X, said that tt of regis-

ingitwith the media, to “malign”
the reputation of the Election
Commission of India.

The show cause notice also
alleged faculty appointments
inviolation of UGC guidelines,
an opaque method of appoint-
mentofdirectors, and not hold-
ing elections for the chairman
of the governing body. It also
said that House Rent allowance
‘was paid to staff members who

ingin governmentac-

tered votersin Ramtekand Dev-
lali in Maharashtra had gone
downby 36-38 percent between
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
and the subsequent Maharash-
tra assembly elections. Subse-
quently, heapologised on X, say-
ing that the research team had
misread the data.

Seizing on this, ICSSR sent a
show-cause notice to CSDS, ask-
ing it to explain within seven
days why the Grants in Aid toiit,
which is discretionary, should
not be withdrawn, flagging
multiple “irregularities”, includ-
ingdatamanipulation and shar-

Generatorsets can runon CNG,
ethanol, methanol, oriso-buta-
nol—all of which are indigen-
ous Indian fuels. We do not
want foreign fuel or imports, as
we currently import Rs 2 lakh
crore of fossil fuels, and much
of the pollution is caused by
them. Construction equipment
can also be made electric,” he
said.

On allegations of conflict of
interest relating to the Centre’s
ethanol-blending programme
and his own business interest,
Gadkari said his personal stake
inthe country’s overall ethanol
production “is too insignifi-
cant” to influence government
pohcy “Idon't look after the

taka, Ashok Leyland collab-
orated with the Karnatak

my factory; mysons
do... The Petroleum Ministry
setsth rateviatenders,

Corporation to run 25 buses
using a 15% methanol-diesel
blend. They ran them for three
months and certified that there
were no problems, after which
Ashok Leyland developed a
dedicated methanol engine so
that trucks and buses can run
onmethanol. Currently, Assam
Petro-Chemicals produces 700
tonnes of methanol daily ata
rate of Rs 20-22 per litre, com-
pared to diesel which isaround
Rs110; thisresults in significant
cost savings.”

With this fuel, pollution is
also very low, he said. “Meth-
anol can be used for trucks and
busesinthe North East, and itis
also the best fuel for marine en-
gines. For water transport in
Brahmaputra and for barges
going to Bangladesh, we can

toactasan Original Equipment
for electronic de-
vices, specifically smart-

phones, and would be owned
51% by Dixon and 49% by Vivo
Mobile India.

This comes as the Finance
Ministry, in a major overhaul

undergonei ith
respect tomaterial compliance.

“For older cars going for servic-
ing, the washers used to be
made of metal. Now they are
(made of) rubber. During ser-
vicing, we have instructed ve-

on Wednesday, Cus-

hicle urers to replace

toms duty on 85 capital goods
used in lithium-ion cell manu-
facturing as well as inputs used
in manufacture of display as-
semblies, inductor-coil mod-
ules for wireless charging in
cellphones, until March 2029 to
promote domestic manufac-
turing.

A ministry official said the
exemptions are intended to
give impetus to domestic
manufacturing of display as-
semblies used in automotive,
medical and industrial sectors.

creasing curbs imposed by the

those washers at no extra cost
for the consumer. In my knowl-
edge, no cars have broken
down. When it comes to per-
formance, ethanol is proven to
be better; it has much better
anti-knocking properties and a
high octane number. I have
been advocating for ethanol as
analternative since 2004...”
‘With the incoming flex-fuel
engine technology, he said
nearly a dozen companies in-
cluding Tata Motors, Mahindra,
Hyundai, Toyota Kirloskar and

shak Dargah complex. The re-

usemarineer

methanol to save on diesel and
petrol. Through bamboo re-
fineries, we can produce etha-
noland also methanol, allowing
buses, trucks, and construction
equipment in the North East to
runonmethanolinstead of die-
sel,” he said.

Also, iso-butanol is made
from ethanol and serves as an
alternative for diesel, which is
necessary because ethanol can-
notbe mixed directly into diesel
engines. Kirloskar (Group) has
prepared two generator sets—
one running on100% iso-buta-
nol and one on ethanol—and
both are “If we use

and the Cabinet finalisesit, and
the Ministry decides the quo-
tas... We don't provide much
ethanol. Ourshareisjust0.07%.
‘Withsuchasmallstake, thereis
noquestion ofanysignificant fi-
nancial benefit,” he said.

In May 2018, the Union
Cabinet, which Gadkari is a part
of, had approved the National
Policy on Biofuels-2018 that
originally envisaged an indica-
tive target of 20% blending of
ethanol in petrol by 2030. Oil
marketing companies subse-
quently signed long term off-
take agreements (LTOA) with
131 shortlisted dedicated etha-
nol plant proponentsin various
states by floating expressions of
interest.

Gadkari’s sons Sarang and
Nikhil run Manas Agro and
CIAN Agro Industrieswhich are
into multiple businesses rang-
ing from producingethanol and
bio-diesel to oil and health
products. Manas Agro incorpor-
ated on September 6, 2012, and
in which Sarang Gadkari is a
‘whole-time director, produces
sugar, power, ethanol, bio-die-
sel, bio-fertilisers, biomass pro-
cessing. This company had op-
erating revenues of over Rs 500
crore in 2023-24, according to
RoCdatacollated by Tofler. Nik-
hil Gadkari is the managing di-
rector of Cian AgroIndustries &
Infrastructure Ltd, an unlisted
publlc company incorporated
13,1985, with rev-

iso-butanol for tractors, agricul-
tural equipment, harvesters,
and construction equipment,
our diesel imports will end.

wal of the cases, which was ac-

enues in the range of Rs 200-
300 crore. The company manu-
factures oil, spices and health
care products.

total of four cases were dropped.

commodation of their spouses,
and that annual accounts of
CSDS were not submitted for
audits to “hide” misuse of
funds.

Two FIRs were also filed
againstSanjay Kumarin Nagpur
and Nashik, but the Supreme
Court stayed criminal action
againsthim.

The ICSSR received a reply
to the show-cause notice in
which the institute is learnt to
have said that its actions, in-
cluding the appointment of di-
rectors, were as per its Memor-
andum of Association.

Mayor

Before academia, before his
job as a foreclosure prevention
counsellor, before politics seized
him, all Mamdani wanted to be
wasa footballer. Anuncle passed
on the bug in Uganda: he sup-
ported Arsenal,and sodid Mam-
dani. His love for the English
champion club is well-storied.
“T've kind of been hopelessly in
love fromthebeginning,” Mam-
dani once said of his commit-
ment to football.

He played youth football on
the Upper West Side and Morn-
ingside Heights, captaining his
team at Bronx High School of
Science, when a pro career felt
unrealistic. The love lingered
anyway: Sunday leagues in
Brooklyn, shifts as a defender,
until the mayoralty got in the
way. “Soccer helped me discover
the breadth and the beauty of
the city,” he said. He kept up his
old watch-party haunts too:
when Arsenal met PSG in the
Champions League final in May,
he was at the Fancy Tree Sports
Bar in Fort Greene with Spike
Lee. Bartender JoshuaSalemre-
members Mamdaniasadevoted
yetcomposed fan. “Hehad been
here several times. He had no
hang-ups of a Mayor, just like
one of us. He was cheering and
yelling for his team, but when
theylost he was quite calmabout
it. Hewas herethe otherday, too
for a (New York) Knicks game
too. He is having a great year,
isn't he?” Salem asked. His fa-
vourite team is Morocco, who
face Francein the quarter-finals
next, one more shot at making
this Mamdani's year.

Bothteamsended droughts,
Arsenal after 22 years, Knicks
after 53. He was at the Knicks'
City Hall parade with a stirring
speech. “The Knicks did notjust
win for New York City, they won
like New York City. What is New
York if your back is not up
against the wall, a dream that
feelsjustoutof reach, arent pay-
ment you don't know how you
willever make?” Mamdani said.

Healso criticised the federal
government’s anti-immigration
drive. “The World Cup is sup-
posed to be a celebration of the
world as awhole,” he said. “And
someofthedecisionsthat we've
seen have beentaken by thefed-
eraladministrationisanathema
towhat this tournament is sup-
posed tobe about.”

‘Theoverarching personabe-
fore the tournament was the US
President Donald Trump; the
real winner is Mamdani — the
Mayorwho playsSunday league.

judiciary. quest for withdrawal of eight  cepted by the government. The In the course of its tenure

Staying the government's  casesregistered againstover300  other cases the October 2024  from July 2019 to April 2023, the

May27order, thehighcourtrul-  Muslims, including many mi-  order dropped included those ~ BJP government issued seven

both the Congress and the BJP, ing cued itsown May 29,2025 nors,intheAlandcasewasmade — against farmer groups, Dalit  separate orders to withdraw the

todropcri in-  order,which thatthepros-  tothe govemment by LheAland and Kannada activists. prosecution of 385 cases, includ-

dividuals and groups that they  ecutionof selecti: Dargah's managir ettingasidetheorder,adivi-  ing182 f communal inci-
believed were fromtheirrespect-  be stopped by the incein- The5: Isoincluded10  sionbench ofthe HCruledthat ~ dents linked to hate

ive support bases. dividual state prosecutorshold  linked tothe2016 Bengaluruvi- ~ “the Government Order inits  cowvigilantism,and communal

The withdrawal of these
cases — largely involving rio-
ting, unlawful assembly and
breakingof prohibitory orders —
through executive orders has
taken place despite growing
judicial scrutiny of these deci-
sions in recent years. During its
previous2013-18tenure, theSid-
daramaiah-led Congress gov-
ernment dropped a total of 176
cases, mainly thoselinked toac-
tivists of the now outlawed Mus-
lim outfit PFI as well as farmer,
Dalit and pro-Kannada bodies.

the power under Section 321 of
the CrPC to decide on prosecu-
tion of amatter.

“In view of the order dated
29.05.2025, the impugned order
isstayedtill the nextdate of hear-
ing,”the HC bench of Chief Jus-
tice Vibhu Bakhruand Justice K
SHemalekhasaidonJuly2ona
pleafiled by aright-wingactivist
Girish Bharadwaj against the
government’s move.

Inoneofitslast meetings,on
May 21, the Siddaramaiah Cabi-
net approved a proposal “to

Duringits2019-202: im
the BJP government dropped
385 cases, many of which in-
volved party activists allied to
right wing Hindutva outfits like
Hindu Jagarana Vedike as well
as party legislators, farmer
groups and other activists.

Since the Congress’s return
topower in May 2023, the Sidda-
ramaiah government, in two
separate orders issued on Oc-
tober 15,2024 and May 27,2026,
ordered the withdrawal of alto-
gether 95 cases, registered
mainly against Muslims ac-
cused incommunalincidentsas
well asactivists of pro-Kannada,
farmer and Dalit groups.

Such “politically motivated™
moves have, however, faced in-

ithdrawatotal of 4
inAnnexure-] lregls'[eredmvan-
ous police stations of the state
and pending trial in various
courts and to obtain the per-
mission of the Hon'ble High
Court to withdraw 10 cases in
Annexure-2".

nanalysisofthe52 by

olence involving pro-Kannada
groupsinthewake ofaSupreme
Court order on the Cauvery
water dispute and protests over
non-Kannada banners; five
cases against Dalit groups for
protests over alleged insults
against BR Ambedkar; 12linked
to farmer protests; and some
cases linked to the Covid proto-
col violations in 2020-2021.

The government also de-
cided tomove the HCtodrop 10
cases slapped against the Kan-
nada rights activist, Vatal Naga-
raj, in Bengaluru since 2006.

So far, courts have allowed
the closure of only one of the 52
cases, which was related to a
2023 case against activists from
Kannada Rakshana Vedike.

On May 29, 2025, the HC,
hearing a PIL filed by Girish
j, stayed the govern-

The Indian Express reveals that
these included eight cases re-
lated to acommunal incident
that occurred in February-
March 2022 under the BJP gov-
ernment in Kalburgi's Aland, in
which many Muslims were
booked after communal ten-
sions flared up when right-wing
groups like Sri Rama Sena in-
sisted on conducting rituals ata
Hindu shrine in the Ladle Ma-

epaper.indianexpressmm.. .

ment’s October 2024 order to
drop 43 cases, some of which
werelinked toincidents of viol-
ence in Hubbali in 2022, when
some allegedly derogatory so-
cial media posts against Islam
inflamed communal passions
and led tostone-pelting, follow-
ingwhich several persons were
booked. A Hubbali-based Mus-
lim organisation Anjuman e

nature impinges upon the dis-
cretiontobeexercised by the pu-
blic prosecutors when it comes
to the withdrawal of a case or
cases under Section 321 CrPC. It
takes away the room for public

violence, an RTI response by the
governmenttoaqueryby Theln-
dian Express had revealed in
2023. Accordingtotheir details,a
majority of communal incidents
‘wherethe BJPgovernmentopted

pmseculor toapply hismind.” to withdraw prosecution — on
Therespondentitselfhas  the recommendation of the
claimed that the Ministersand  home minister, clearance of a
i partoft i Cabinetsub- ,andap-
which ended up with theim-  proval of the state Cabinet - per-
pugnedorder passedbythegov-  tained to right-wing activists.
ernment. It could be contended 45ofthese cases pertained to

therefore thatitwas a politically
taken decision,” the HC said.

Thegovernment argued that
its orders were its “policy deci-
sion” notviolative of Section 321
of the CrPC.

On August 31,2020, the then
BJP government decided to
withdraw 62 cases. HearingaPIL
by People’s Union for Civil Lib-
erties, the HC stayed it on De-
cember 21, 2020. Citing the SC
rulingin Ashwani Kumar Upad-
hyay vs Union of India case, the
courton August 11,2021 ordered
that states cannot drop cases
against sitting and ex-MLAs/
MPs withouta HC's clearance.

‘Among the beneficiaries of
BJP government’s move were
then Mysuru MP Prathap Simha
and then Honnali MLA M P Re-

Islam ¢ 1the withdra-

nukacharya against whom a

New Delhi

communal violence allegedly
involving right-wing activists in
Uttara Kannada district in De-
cember 2017 over the death of a
Hindu youth Paresh Mesta,
which was later found to be an
“accidental death” by the CBL
The casesincluded four inci-
dents of cow vigilantism in Chi-
kamagalur, several incidents of
violence in Kodagu and Mysuru
over celebration of Tipu Jayanti,
incidents around festivities like
Rama Navami and Hanuman
Jayanti, Ganesh festival, among

TMC MPs

speakingagainst the central gov-
ernment, we were moving out-
side the map of India. In trying
to oppose the Centre, talent left
Bengal. Bengal became an old-
agehome,” he said.

After joining BJP, Sushmita
Dev said, “Since childhood, I
have seen Didi (Mamata Baner-
jee) in a cotton sari, but I have
seen in Bengal how much cor-
ruption can happen — it is un-
believable. Corruption hasbeen
extreme in TMC at the lower
levels.” Shealso praised the PM,
saying, “The kind of vision that
Modi has, noother leader has in
the country.”

Soon after herresignation as
TMCRS MPlast month, Devhad
met Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma in New Delhi. Ray be-
camean RSmember for thefirst
time aﬁer 'Mamata Banerjee as-

others. Amongthet es ffi ‘Min2011. Dur-
of the withdrawal of caseswere | ing’ Lhe RGKar protests, he sup-
HinduJagaran Ja- | portedther

gadish Karanth, who was ac-
cused in four cases of making
hatespeechesin Dakshina Kan-
nada, Bagalkot, Bengaluru

Rural, and Tumkur.
| ]

a “night march”. Baraik,
ever, had been seen as being
close to TMC’s second-in-com-
mand Abhishek Banerjee before
hisresignation from the party.
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After 2024 controversy
over rejections, HC
clears 85 advocates

for ‘senior advocate’

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 9

THE DELHI High Court, ina
full court meeting on Thursday
evening, approved the designa-
tion of 85 advocates as senior
advocates, with dissent re-
corded overoneof the 86 names
placed beforeit, The Indian Ex-
presshaslearnt.

Thedesignations, which fol-
low a Supreme Court direction
to reconsider candidates de-
ferred or rejected in the contro-
versial 2024 process, were pre-
ceded by rigorous one-on-one
interviews that several candi-
dates described as “a pleasant
change” and a sharp departure
from the previous round.

The committee this time
comprised Chief Justice D K
Upadhyayaas chairperson, the
two senior-most judges, Jus-
tices V Kameswar Rao and
Nitin Wasudeo Sambre; Addi-
tional Solicitor General Chetan
Sharma; Delhi High Court Bar
Association (DHCBA) presi-
dent N Hariharan; and senior
advocate and former Addi-
tional Solicitor General (ASG)
Sanjay Jain.

The 85 fresh designations
will add to the list of 70 senior
advocatesdesignated in2024,a
processthat was challenged be-
fore the SC. In November 2024,
the High Court’s Committee for
Designation of Senior Advo-
cates deferred a decision on 67
of the 302 applicants, desig-
nated 70 and rejected the re-
maining 165.

The controversy erupted
when senior advocate Sudhir
Nandrajog, one of the six
members of the Permanent
Comumittee, resigned, writingto
then Chief Justice Manmohan
and the Delhi government that
the final list had been drawn up
withouthis assent. The designa-
tions were made on the eve of
Justice Manmohan’s elevation
totheSC.

Apetition was subsequently
moved before the Supreme
Court seeking the quashing of
the November 2024 decision.

On April 15, 2025, the SC di-
rected the Delhi HC to consider
the cases of the deferred and re-
jected candidates in accordance
with the High Court of Delhi
Designation of Senior Advo-
cates Rules, 2024.

“Theissue prima facieis that
marks assigned by one member
(of the Permanent Committee)
have notbeen considered,” Jus-
tice Abhay Oka, then hearingthe
petition, had said. The courtalso
directed reconstitution of the
Permanent Committee under
the rules, ordering that the de-
ferred and rejected applications
be placed before it afresh.

The reconstituted Perma-
nent Committee considered the
applications of the 232 advo-
cates deferred or rejected in
2024, and, thistime, conducted
interviews markedly different
incharacter.

Advocateswhoappeared be-
fore the committee said each
candidate was interviewed one-
on-one for anywhere between
five and 15 minutes, with 10-20
candidates slotted per day. The
interview process began on
April 28, and it is learnt that
questions ranged from “basic
questions on principles of law”
to “questions on procedural law
which may appear simple and
straightforward but require logi-
cal thinking.”

“The interviews were inter-
active, with questions being
asked on principles of law. Itisa
first, and it is a welcome
change...Italso helpsthejudges
know what kind of people they
are designating,” an advocate
who appeared before the com-
mittee in April said. In contrast,
in 2024, advocates said that
“groups of 10-odd advocates
would be called into the room.”

““We already know you and
theworkyou have done. Isthere
anything more you want to
add? This was the conversation
in2024,” another advocatesaid
about interviews which were
held in groups in 2024. Advo-
cates also said that the inter-
view lasted five minutes, collec-
tively, for the entire group.

A DAY AFTER ROHINI COLLAPSE

‘Only face-saving exercises being done’: SC
raps civicbodies overillegal constructions

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 9

PULLING UP civic authorities
over illegal and unsafe build-
ings in Delhi-NCR, the Su-
preme Court on Thursday said
that “only face-saving exercises
are being done” to check
the menace.

A bench of Justice A
Amanullah and Justice R Ma-
hadevandirected the settingup
of a team comprising two sen-
ior IIT professors and two
draftsmen, along with MCD of-
ficials, to assess the extent of
unauthorised constructions
that have come up in Saket,
Lajpat Nagar and Malviya
Nagar and submit a report to
the court.

Directing officials to be
presentbeforeiton August4—
on the next date of hearing —
the bench made it clear that
there should be “no slackness
in giving an honest report”.

Referring to news reports
that over 93% of Gurgaon es-
tablishments had failed fire
safety audit, the court asked the
Gurugram Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority vice chair-
man to appear before it on Au-
gust 4 and appraise it on what
had been done to address

buildi

tpointed

A
authorities over alleged inaction and failures. riLe

theissue.

While hearing the matter re-
lated to illegal constructions,
theSChad on March 25takena
serious note of the fact that con-
structions are frequently
undertaken inblatant violation
of the applicable norms and
regulations, including in pro-
hibited areas and upon com-
pletion, and that such lands
and buildings are often put to
usesotherthan those for which

sanction was originally granted
by the competent authority.
The courtaccordingly asked
municipal authorities across
the country “to conductacom-
prehensive inquiry within their
respective jurisdictions to
identify areas that are demar-
cated exclusively for residential
use, but are being misused for
non-residential purposes by
the persons concerned”.
Noting that no effective ac-

tion hasbeen taken onits direc-
tions, the court cautioned on
Thursday that it will not hesi-
tate to initiate contempt of
court proceedings against
those failing to comply with its
earlier directions in the matter.

The bench told Additional
Solicitor General SD Sanjay, ap-
pearing for the MCD that it is
“particularly concerned with
the conduct of” the corporation
“with regard to non-com-

2 more bodies recovered from rubble, collapse toll 3

Pragynesh
New Delhi, July 9

A DAY after two buildings col-
lapsed in Rohini, killing one
person, two more bodies were
recovered from the rubble as
rescue work continued on
Thursday — taking the death
toll to three so far, police said.

Police on Thursday said the
bodies were of Ram Dua and
Kafe. Dua’s wife and daughter-
in-law are the owners of the
plots on which the buildings
were being built, while Kafe
was a labourer who was work-
ing at the site. Kafe’s brother
was working as a contractor.

A case was registered on
Thursday under relevant BNS

sections for alleged culpable
homicide and negligent con-
duct during construction/re-
pair against the owners, police
alsosaid.

Arelative of Dua Thursday
said that his family had been
living in a two-storey house,
which stood on the same plots,
until about two years ago.
“They had lived in that house
forseveral years. They decided
to expand two years ago and
subsequently started the con-
struction of the two buildings,”
said the relative.

During the course of the
construction, Dua’s family was
living in a rented accommoda-
tion in the same area.

Kafe (24), who had come to

Delhi about three months ago,
was related to Sadam, one of
the survivors of the collapse.

Meanwhile the family of
Ram Kishore, whose body was
recovered on Wednesday, re-
fused to collect his body from
the mortuary and staged a pro-
testdemanding compensation
for his wife and two children.
“He was hit on the head by a
huge stonesslab. He was breath-
ing heavily when he was pulled
out from under the debris. He
was declared dead in a hospi-
tal,” said his twin brother
Shyam Kishore.

Two four-storey buildings,
which collapsed around 4.20
pm on Wednesday, were being
constructed on two adjacent

plots, as per the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi. At least five
people, including one of the
owners, arestill feared trapped
under the debris, as rescue op-
erations continued on Thurs-
day, police said.

Three persons, including
Ram Kishore, were pulled out
of the rubble on the day of the
collapse after a massive rescue
operation was launched.

The incident I

May 30 (left) and a fire in Malviya Nagar on June 3 (right) while slamming

pliance of directionsissued...in
2024 and specific directions of
May 20, 2026, which were is-
sued astowhat was required to
be done by the authorities”.
Meanwhile, in a status re-
port submitted through advo-
cate Govind Jee, senior advo-
cate Ajit Kumar Sinha -
appointed by SC to assist it as
amicus curiae - slammed the
MCD for failingtoact on timeto
stop the construction of the al-

The apex court
ordered settingup
of ateam comprising
two seniorIIT
professorsand
twodraftsmen,
alongwith MCD
officials, to assess
the extent of
unauthorised
constructionsin
Saket, Lajpat Nagar

legedly illegal building that col-
lapsed in Saidulajab on May 30,
killing six and injuring 14
others. He also pointed out that
ablaze onJune3at Delhi’s Mal-
viyaNagarand June 22 in Luck-
now were not the result of any
single failure but several.

The court took on record
status report. Sinha has been
appointed amicus in regard to
recent fires in Delhi, Lucknow
and action on unauthorised
constructions.

It also asked the Commis-
sioner of Lucknow Municipal
Corporation and Greater Chen-
nai Corporation to remain pres-
entonthe nextdate of hearing.
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near an MCD school in Rohini
Sector 16, coinciding with heavy
rainfall across the Capital.
Authorities, however, are yet to
confirm if the weather con-
tributed to the collapse, with
sources saying plumbing work
could have led to the mishap.
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Drishti Jain
Ghaziabad, July 9

ATHREE-YEAR-OLDgirl from
Ghaziabad and a seven-year-
old boy from Delhi's Samaypur
Badlidrowned in accumulated
rainwater on Thursday as
showers lashed both cities.

Police said that when her
father, left the house, the girl,
Manvi, followed him.

“Afterthe family realised the
girl was missing, they started
looking for her. After 10 minutes
orso,she was found drowned in
the water outside their home,”
the officer said.

At the family's home in Sar-
vodaya Nagar in Ghaziabad,
cuddling her elder daughter of
fiveyears, Khusboo (26), Manvi's
mother, was inconsolable.

Shobhit Kumar (28), her pa-
ternal uncle said, “Since it was
raining from last night, water
had filled the entire house.
While Khusboo was cleaning
the room after the water re-
ceded, the toddler walked out-
side the door and reached the
lane.... Soon after, the mother
saw a hand peeking out from
the knee-deep water that was
stillaccumulated outside.”

“We took her to two hospi-
tals. She was declared brought
dead,” headded.

Originally from Farrukha-
bad, Manvi's father works as a
vegetable vendor.

Assistant Commissioner of
Police (Kotwali Ghaziabad) Up-
asna Pandey said around 2-3 ft

IMD FORECASTS CLOUDY SKIES AND LIGHT RAIN, ACCOMPANIED BY THUNDERSTORMS, FOR FRIDAY

Flooded Ghaziabad and Delhi
claim lives of toddler, 7-yr-old

ofwater had accumulated after
heavy rainfall in Sarvodaya
Nagar. “The girl drowned inthe
rainwater around 12 pm. Her
body has been sent for postmor-
tem examination,” she added.
According to IMD, Hindon
recorded 28.5 mm of rainfall
and Kamla Nehru Nagar 31.5
mm in Ghaziabad on Thursday.
Anil Sharma, a local resi-
dent, said that this is not the
first incident that such an inci-
dent had taken place. “Around
four years ago, a school-going
boy had drowned in a drain...
His body waslater found 1.5 km
away from where he drowned.”
Following the death, family
members and local residents
held a protest on NH 9.
Meanwhile, seven-year-old
Rehan, a Class 3 student resid-
ing in Sanjay Colony in Delhi,
drowned in a waterlogged va-

The mother of the three-year-
old victim, Manvi, at their home
in Ghaziabad on Thursday.
GAJENDRA YADAV

cant plot after he reportedly
ventured into a deeper portion
of the accumulated rainwater
while accompanying his five-
year-old brother to attend na-
ture's call, police said.

PTIreported that as per Re-
han's mother, while her
'younger son returned home,
Rehan did not. "My son had
gone out in the morning to at-
tend nature's call. When he did
not come back for a long time,
we informed our relatives and
started searching for him," the
mother told mediapersons.

She said the family later
found Rehan'sbottle placed on
the stone boundary of the
waterlogged plot.

"When we saw the bottle
lying on the stone fence, we
feared something was wrong.
My brother-in-law and other
family members searched the

water. The plot was filled with
rainwater, and my son was
found inside a pit in the plot. If
itwere not filled with water, my
son would have been alive
today," she added.

“After he was found, he was
rushed to Burari Hospital,
where doctors declared him
dead,” said a police officer. Po-
lice initiated proceedings
under Section 194 of the BNSS.

Alocal, Phool Kumar, said,
"Every year, rainwater collects
here, butnoauthority takes ac-
tion. This time, it claimed the
life of an innocent child. Such
places should have either been
filled up or fenced so that
children cannot enter."

In another incident, a 26-
year-old man allegedly
drowned while swimming at
the pool of Bholi Ram Public
School in Najafgarh on Wed-
nesday evening, police said.

The deceased, Rahul Rai
alias Rahul Roy, a resident of
Jharoda village, was declared
dead at Tarak Hospital.

Police said Rahul had gone
to the pool with his friends
when he allegedly drowned
around 5.30 pm.

“Rahul worked at a com-
pany named Interval India,
which is engaged in the pack-
agingof cardboard cartons. His
body has been shifted to the
RTRM Hospital mortuary for
post-mortem examination,” a
police officer said.

(WITHINPUTS FROM
SAKSHI CHAND IN DELHI)

Northeast Delhi records 160 mm as rain

lashes city; ‘Good’ AQI after nearly 3 years

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 9

HEAVY RAIN lashed parts of
Delhi on Thursday, triggering
‘waterlogging, traffic snarlsand
tree falls across the city.

The city also recorded its
first 'Good' AQI day in nearly
two years and 10 months on
Thursday, with the daily aver-
age AQI droppingto48at4 pm
— the lowest recorded so far
this year.

The Capital had last wit-
nesseda'Good' AQIday on Sep-
tember 10,2023, when the daily
average AQI stood at 45, as per
data from the Central Pollution
Control Board.

‘While rainfall remained un-
even across the Capital, North-
east Delhi emerged as the wet-
test pocket, with Tukmirpur
recording around 160 mm of
rain during the day, which is
comparable to some of the
highestsingle-day July rainfall
events recorded at Safdarjung
base station.

Although Safdarjung did
notwitness an extreme rainfall
event, the around 160 mm re-
corded at Tukmirpur is of the
same order as the Capital's
most intense July downpours.
The IMD records show the
highest 24-hour July rainfall at
Safdarjung remains 266.2 mm
(July21,1958), followed by 1699
mm (July 25,1982) and 153 mm
(July9,2023).

Rain also disrupted normal
life in neighbouring Noida
while in Ghaziabad, the col-
lapse of a residential road sent
a parked car and a scooter
plunging into a pit in Vasund-
hara. Authorities declared a
holiday in government schools

)

roads near Delhi-M

in Ghaziabad.

IMD radar imagery showed
highest rainfall activity over
North Ghaziabad and North-
east Delhi. The second-highest
rainfall belt extended across
Central and East Delhi, while
only moderate rain was re-
corded over Gurgaon and parts

of Southwest Delhi.

At Delhi's base station, Saf-
darjungrecorded 72.6 mmrain-
fall in the 24 hours ending 8.30
am on Thursday, followed by
another 32.4 mm between 8.30
amand5.30 pm, takingtheday's
cumulative rainfall to 105 mm.

Rainfall remained dis-

Thursday.

tributed. For instance, Mayur
Viharin Delhi recorded 43 mm
till 4 pm, followed by Ghazia-
bad's Nehru Nagar station (3.5
'mm) and Hindon (28.5 mm).
The cloud cover and rain
caused daytime temperatures
to plunge well below normal.
Safdarjung recorded a maxi-
mum of29.2degrees Celsius, 74
degrees below normal, while
the minimum settled at 24.3
degrees Celsius, 3.6 degrees
below normal. Lodi Road re-
corded an even lower maxi-
mum of 28 degrees Celsius.
Theweather office has fore-
cast generally cloudy skies on
Friday, with very light to light
rain at many places and mod-
erate rain at isolated locations
accompanied by thunder-
storms, mainly during the
morning and forenoon.

Why heavyra

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, July 9

ANOTHER SPELL of heavy
rain battered Delhi on Thurs-
day, leaving roads waterlogged,
traffic crawling — and a trail of
fallen trees.

From a banyan and a pilk-
han tree that uprooted a con-
crete footpath in East of Kailash
to an Arjun felled in Mount
Kailash, a eucalyptus that
crashed in Surajmal Vihar and
avilayati kikar blocking a road
inNarela, the downpour leftits
markacross several neighbour-
hoodsasresidentslodged com-
plaints with the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD).
Complaints also included re-
ports of trees collapsing in Ro-
hini Sector 16, DU North Cam-
pus in Maurice Nagar.

The extent of the damage is
significant as among India’s
megacities, Delhi has the high-
estoverall forest cover.

It maintains a tree cover of
147 sq beyond the designated
forests, accounting for nearly
9.8% of its total landscape, ac-
cording to the 2023 India State
of Forest Report.

Tree cover vulnerable

Trees in the Capital topple
easily because a mix of ecolo-
gical stress and regulatory
hurdles leaves them structur-
ally weak.

W Concretisation around
trunks chokes roots and cuts off
aeration

® Trenchless cabling and
shallow watering damage or
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As reported by The Indian
Express on June 16, remedial
action can be taken against
dead treesand trees vulnerable
to falling. On June 6, 2025, the
Delhi government had issued a
notification for tree removal.

There were some exemp-
tions including a go-ahead for
government and developmen-

Delhi Preservation of Trees Act
(DPTA), 1994, remain oper-
ative, allowing immediate re-
moval when a tree posing
danger tolife and property.

Experts’take

Experts TheIndian Express
spoke to pointed to a range of
factors behind the damage,
from unscientific pruning and

stunt root systems. tal agencies to fell, cut, or concretisation  of
m Termite infestations hol-  transplant trees for infra- pavementstoenforce-

low out trunks structure projects without ment gaps.
mIrregularordelayed prun-  waiting for prior per- Naved Ahmed, a
ing allows canopies to grow  missions. Civic bodies | ] scientific team
heavy and unbalanced. and individuals did not member at DU’s
he iliti needf ission for “gen- Centre for Environ-

pounded by staff shortage, frag-
mented responsibility across
civicagencies, and the absence
of an updated tree census,
NDMC’s Horticulture officials
told The Indian Express.

When high-speed winds
and heavy rainfall strike,
weakened trees are unable to
bear the pressure.

eral tending and light pruning”
if the tree branch’s girth was
less than 15.7 cm.

Last month, the Delhi High
Court stayed this notification,
saying agencies can no longer
rely on blanket exemptions to
pruneor cuttrees during devel-
opment works. Instead, only
emergency provisions of the

mental Management of De-
graded Ecosystems (CEMDE),
said, “Trees are suffocating in
Delhi. The main reason is con-
struction... others are tree
ageing, fungal infections, etc..”

Dr Surya Prakash, retired
zoologist at the School of Life
Sciences, JNU, said, “I just
returned from Delhi, having
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covered 100 km of waterlogged
roads with huge potholes
and RCC pavement. Just im-
agine how suffocated roadside
trees are...” “In the name of
pruning, the ‘shoot apex’ is cut
so trees expand
horizontally... The stumps al-
ready surrounded by RCC, can’t
sustain that horizontal load of
branches...and ultimately fall.”

Chellaiah ~ Sellamuthu,
former NDMC Director
(Horticulture) earlier told The
Indian Express that pruning
practices are often discouraged
due to strict regulations under
the DPTA. “There is nodistinc-
tion between forest and non-
forest trees in urban areas.
‘The DPTA needs to treat them
differently...”

Hungry, tired children come home 4 hours
late: School buses crawl on Gurgaon roads

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, July 9

FOR HUNDREDS of school-
children in Gurgaon, the jour-
ney home from school
stretched by as much as four
hours the last few days, as the
season’s first major monsoon
downpour flooded roads and
brought traffic to a standstill.

Children who would nor-
mally be home by around 3.30
pm remained stranded inside
school buses until 7 pm or later
onTuesday and Wednesday, re-
turningexhausted, hungryand
distressed.

At Suncity Schools, at least
five buses were delayed over
the two days, director Rupa
Chakravarty said.

“Normally, our buses cover
a10-15 km radius and students
reachhomewithin an hour. Be-
cause of the rain, some buses
could only reach by 5-5.30 pm,”
she said.

‘While the school has not
changed its timings, Chakra-
varty said one of the conductors
bought snacks for children
stranded in abus on Tuesday.

Students travelling towards
Sector 14, Golf Course
Extension Road and Sohna

Road

Students travelling
and Sohna Road,were among those worst affected. casenora vaay

Road were among those worst
affected.

Richa Sareen, who lives on
Sohna Road and whose
children study at schools on
Golf Course Road, said they
reached home around 5 pm.
“They were exhausted, hungry
and rushed to the washroom.
Luckily, everything was normal
on Thursday,” she said, adding
that many of her children’s
classmates got home only
around 7.30 pm.

Parents of students from
Delhi PublicSchool in Sector 45

Is Sector 14, Golf Course

and Shikshantar School in Sec-
tor41alsoreported delays of up
to four hours.

‘The schools did not respond
torequests for comment.

"My daughter reached
home nearly two hours late
and was very tired,” Shilpi
Verma, whose daughter
studied at Shikshantar School,
said.

Ruchika Sethi, a resident of
Nirvana Country, said schools
and authorities should have
contingency plans in place for
extreme weather.

"Urban flooding in Gurgaon
is not unprecedented. We have
lived this reality for years.
These are foreseeable emerg-
encies. If we cannot yet elimin-
ate the source of the problem,
we must at least have
robust emergency response
protocols in place. Were school
disaster management proto-
cols activated? Were emerg-
ency response plans followed,"
she asked.

She called for contingency
plans and quicker mobilisation
of drinking water and medical
assistance  for  children
stranded for hours.

“Forachild, being stranded
inaschool bus for hours means
hunger, thirst, anxiety and not
being able to use a washroom.
‘We have to do better, notjustat
preventing such situations but
at responding to them when
they happen.”

"VVIP convoys pass through
swiftly, why are similar efforts
not made forschool buses? The
Department of Education, the
district administration and
every concerned authority
should take serious note of
what our children went
through. Things could have
been far worse,” Sethi said.

© ANUPRIYA ROY’S SHOW ‘CAFE DECKING’ NOW ONGOING AT THE IIC ANNEXE

The café on canvas: A slice of lifc in the modern metropolis, captured in art

TrishaMukherjee
New Delhi, July 9

IN A metropolis whose café cul-
ture is having a moment cur-
rently, it would seem

mucharefuge for those seeking
to escape its loneliness as for
those fleeing its chaos. The
painting shows art on the wall
and trees outside the window, a

laid-out table, but

appropriate that this no people. You
vibrant and flourish- could imagine in
ingreality is captured that absence a
inartaswell. slice of life in the
Brunchat Khan, a metropolis.

watercolour  that THE E‘.IENTFUL “Ididn’t start
zooms in on a corner clty goingto caféswith
by the window at an the intention of

i y Khan painting them.

Market café, is an apt
encapsulation of artist Anu-
priyaRoy’sshow ‘Café Decking’,
nowongoingat the IIC Annexe.
Roy sees the café as an inte-
gral partofthe modern city - as

They were places
for me to people-watch, and
over time my sketchbook be-
came avisual diary,” Roy said.

Herfirst café painting was of
aspace in Aut, a town in the

Anupriya Roy (left); Brunch at Khan, a watercolor painting by Roy. express

Mandidistrict of Himachal Pra-
desh, which Roy titled Aut and

About. The original is now lost
— but a digital print is part of

the 40-work exhibition.

Roy said she ventures out
about once every week to cafés
— her favourite spots are The

epaperindianexpress.com .- .

Grammar Room in Khan Market

and Devan’s in Lodhi Colony.
Her paintings are portraits

of lived spaces that are popu-

lated by both people and ob-
jects. So, in The Backpack, she
focuses on a bag whose owner
sitsacross it havinga meal, and
‘The Red Cup invites the viewer
to imagine moments around
the titular subject.

Roy’s cafés are spaces to
pause, evenifonly foraslongas
it takes to finish a cup of coffee
orasketch.

Cafés and their precursors
— taverns, inns, coffeehouses
— have a long pedigree as sub-
jects of art, going back to the
17th century Dutch Golden Age
of painting.

The modern café, though,
came to occupy a central space
in art only in 19th century
French modernism, appearing

New Delhi

justas Haussmann’s boulevards
were transforming Paris and
making café-going a defining
feature of the French capital’s
gaslit modernity.

The French Impressionists
treated cafés not as backdrops
but as actual sites of modern
life. Edouard Manet’s A Bar at
the Folies-Bergére (1882) re-
‘mains probably the single most
analyzed café painting in West-
ern art. Edgar Degas’s LAb-
sinthe (1876) showstwo isolated
drinkers at a café table, and
is widely read as a meditation
on urban loneliness and
dissolution.

‘The Dutch master Vincent
Van Gogh famously chose not
to use black in his Café Terrace

at Night (1888) because he
‘wanted to capture the warmth
ofaspaceilluminated bya “tre-
mendous yellow lantern”.

Outside of France, a famous
heir to the tradition was the
American Edward Hopper,
whose Nighthawks (1942) is a
late-night diner scene that has
been seen as translating the Pa-
risian café-as-isolation theme
into Americanurban alienation.

There isn’t a serious Indian
fine-art precedent for the café
—ordhaba—themeasasiteof
modern urban sociability.

Asurban India continuesto
evolve in new and fascinating
ways, this is a gap that more
artists such as Roy are likely
toexplore.
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Left to die with severed arm
in Nuh, Bihar teen to get

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, July 9

AYEAR after he was discovered
staggering along Taudu Road
near Haryana’s Nuh with his
left arm severed, bleeding and
allegedly deserted by his em-
ployer, al6-year-old issetto get
Rs 10 lakh as compensation.

The Haryana State Human
Rights Commission, which
took suo motu cognisance of
the matter, awarded him there-
lief, saying: “The victim-child
has suffered not only physical
injury but mental agony.”

In his village in Bihar’s Ki-
shanganj, his family says he has
begun adjusting to life.

His father (48), a labourer,
worries that the compensation
will barely cover the cost of an
artificial limb.

“What we really need is
enough moneytobuy abuffalo
sothatwe can have aregularin-
come,” he says over the phone.

“Anofficial atan orphanage
in Patna told us it (artificial
limb) would have to be im-
ported,” the father says.

The boy had left home in
May 2025 to work on a road
construction projectin Kangra,
Himachal Pradesh.

Every year, 200-300 people
fromtheir village alone travel to
North India for work. For the
teen, it was his first time so far
from home. A contractor of-
fered an advance of Rs 2,000,
and he left, without informing
the family.

“Atthe constructionsite, hot
tar fellon my body.” His mother
sensed something was amiss.
So, less than a month later, his
father went to get him.

On May 27, 2025, they
boarded the Delhi-Malda Fa-
rakka Express. When the train
chugged into Bahardurgarh
railway station in Haryana,
they got off to get some food —
and the boy was left behind.

Anil Kumar, alocal, offered
him help, but instead took him
to his dairy and put him to
work, allegedly beating him
when he resisted, denying any
contact with his family.

Rs10lakhas compensatlon

The boy’s home in Kishanganj, Bihar. express

On July 27, as the boy was
cutting fodder, his left arm got
caught in a chaff-cutter ma-
chine and was severed below
theelbow. His first reaction was
to “look for my arm”, he says.
“ButIcould not find it.”

Authorities recorded that
Anil only gave him some medi-
cines at home. “Fearing police,
he abandoned him between
Rasulpur and Baroli villages
near Hasanpur, giving him Rs
10,000 and promising more
later,” wrote Additional Chief
Secretary Sudhir Rajpal.

That was the only money
Anil gave him for his two
months of work, the boy says.
“Iwandered the roads foraday
and two nights. A rehri wala
gavemefood...Inthe morning,
ateacher found me.”

Arvind, who belongs to Re-
‘wari, told police he spotted the
boy, onlyin hisundergarments,
on July 29. After the bandage
that Anil had tied around the
‘wound bled through, the teen
tore up his shirt for a dressing.

The teacher, who took him
to Sadar police station in Nuh,
told police that when he asked
the boy where he was headed,
hesaid, “Bihar”.

Police took him to a hospital
and it was after two unsuccess-
ful surgical interventions that
PGIMS Rohtak stabilised his
wound.

Meanwhile, the family had
been searching for him
frantically.

The breakthrough came
when he reached Nuh police

station and told police the
name of his village. His eldest
brother was in Kaithal at the
time. “I received a call from
home and was told to rush to
Nuh police station,” the brother
recalls.

The hunt for Anil began.

All the boy could tell police
was that he was kept at ‘Anil
Dairy’, and the names of Anil’s
children. IPS officer Nitika
Gahlaut says they searched
more than 250 villages across
states. Three Special Investiga-
tion Teams were deployed.

A tip-off from a village sar-
panch took them to Greater
Gautam Buddha Nagar in UP.

Finally, on December 30,
2025, Anil was arrested. His bail
applications have since been
rejected thrice.

The teen, who only studied
till Class 5, talks about his li-
mited options, but how he
“doesn’t want to go anywhere
forwork anymore”.

Work on 12.3-km Metro
corridor between Inderlok
and Indraprasthabegins

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 9

TO ENSURE a smoother con-
nectivity between Outer Delhi
and parts of Central Delhi like
ITO, Indraprastha and New

*UNDERGROUND EXTENSION OF MAGENTALINE

STATIONS: 10 (Inderlok, Daya
Basti, Sarai Rohilla, Ajmal Khan
Park, Jhandewalan Temple, Nabi
Karim, New Delhi, Delhi Gate,

Delhi, the DMRC on-  Delhi 1G Stadium,
struction of a 12.3-km corridor  Indraprastha)

between Inderlok to Indrapras-

tha. TheInderlok-Indraprastha  INTERCHANGE &

corridor will be a fully under-
ground extension of the Delhi
Metro’s Magenta Line (Line-8)
and itwill have 10 underground
stations: Inderlok, Daya Basti,
Sarai Rohilla, Ajmal Khan Park,
Jhandewalan Temple, Nabi
Karim, New Delhi, Delhi Gate,
Delhi Sachivalaya-IG Stadium
and Indraprastha.

The work on the corridor
was inaugurated by Chief Min-
ister Rekha Guptaon Thursday.

Officials said that construc-
tion of a diaphragm wall has
been started at Sarai Rohilla
Metrostation, marking the first
phase of thisimportant project.

“Continued expansion of
the Metro network is a historic
step towards providingcitizens
with safe, fast, convenient and
environment friendly public
transport,” Gupta said.

Once thework is completed,
the Magenta Line will be nearly
89-km-long—makingitthelon-
gestMetrolineinthe DMRC net-
work. Itwill also have the highest
number of interchange and
underground stations, making
travel between different parts of
the city faster, easier and more

UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN

CONNECTIVITY: 7 Metro lines
(Red & Green Lines at Inderlok,
Magenta at Nabi Karim, Yellow
and Airport Express (Orange)
Lines at New Delhi, Violet at Delhi
Gate, Blue at Indraprastha)

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta at
the inauguration ceremony on
Thursday. AMITMEHRA

convenient, said officials.

Officials also said that the
corridor will connect with the
Red and Green Lines at Inder-
lok, Magenta Line at Nabi
Karim, Yellow Line and Airport
Express (Orange Line) at New
Delhi, Violet Line at Delhi Gate
and Blue Line at Indraprastha.

Besides, it is expected to
provide seamless connectivity
to several important destina-
tions, including Sarai Rohilla
Railway Station, New Delhi
Railway Station, Delhi Sachi-
valaya, Jhandewalan Temple,
Arun Jaitley Stadium, Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium, Delhi
Gate, Kartavya Path, India Gate,
the National War Memorial and
Central Vista.

The corridor was approved
by the Union Cabinet in March
2024, and the foundation stone
for the project was laid by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
thatsame month. Construction
work on the priority corridor of
the Magenta Line, from Janak-
puri West to R K Ashram Marg,
is already in progress. Of this,
the Janakpuri West to Krishna
Park Extension stretch (1.8 km)

Sujan Singh

Park North

eviction case: Delhi HC
refuses immediate stay

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 9

THE DELHI High Court on
Thursday refused to immedi-
ately stay eviction proceedings
against Sujan Singh Park North
Block, an upscale residential
complex near Delhi’s Khan
Market, while hearing a peti-
tion filed by Sir Sobha Singh
and Sons, the real estate com-
pany that built and runs the
complex. The court issued no-
tice to the government seeking
its response and posted the
matter forhearingon August17.
On June 11, the Estate Of-
ficer of the Land and Develop-
ment Office under the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
had issued an eviction notice
under the Public Premises (PP)
(Eviction of Unauthorised Oc-
cupants) Act, 1971, to the firm.
The notice stated the company
had breached the 1945 lease
and the lease had been “re-en-
tered”, or terminated, in 1960.
The firm has sought to

and the Deepali Chowk to

Majlis Park stretch (99 km) are
already operational, while the
remainingsections will openin
phases. Meanwhile, construc-
tion work on the Central Vista
corridor has also begun.

This corridor is one of three
non-priority corridors under
Phase IV of the DMRC. Of the
other two, work on the Lajpat
Nagar-Saket G Block corridor
began last month. However,
construction on the Rithala—
Kundli corridor is yet to begin,
even thoughit received Cabinet
approval in December 2024.
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quash and set aside this notice.

Arguingbefore Justice Har-
ish Vaidyanathan Shankar on
Thursday, senior advocate Sud-
hir Nandrajog requested that
the court stay the eviction pro-
ceedings, noting thata hearing
before the estate officer is
scheduled for Friday.

The central government’s
standing counsel, Ashish Dixit,
however, contended that the
petition is not maintainable,
relying on a recent division
bench order of the Delhi High
Court in the Delhi Race Club
case. That judgment had held
thateviction ofunauthorised oc-
cupants under provisions of the
PPActisa “statutory vested right
available” with the government.

‘The northern block of Sujan
Singh Park, alarge government
housing project built during the
British era, has been caught in
a legal dispute for nearly 70
years. The 7.58-acre complex,
which overlooks the upscale
Khan Market, includes the
iconic hotel Ambassador.

Kids Grow

Biometrics Too

Aadhaar
Biometrics
Updates

are also due!

Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur

ADMISSION TEST FOR POST GRADUATE COURSES (URATPG-2026)
ADMISSION TO POST GRADUATE COURSES FOR THE SESSION 2026-27
Online submission of Application Form on the University Website
from 13= July 2026 to 03~ August 2026.

Entrance Test Fea As prescribed to be depositsd
online through ICIC] gateway
Will be anncunced on website
As per University Norms,

Tentative Dates of Entrance Test
Eligibility

il iyl b
E-PROCUREMENT NOTICE

e-Tendar No; [rconiSLI10Z1Tanderi19555VSU-Phg 11 Dated: 09.07.2028

- Tendes I wo pache system ors ivied fam bi dels mesing qualifyng fequirements o s

workof Type-t, 24

B-40A, Sector-1, Noida-201301, Phone No. 9667800320,

E-mail:
Visit University websile https:/iuniofraj.org for list of PG Subjects. ==
Fee Details, Time Table, Admit Card, Examination Centre,
Declaration of Results etc.
s S R Bl svsRw e

it aforast 3

INDIAN COUNCIL OF mm.m IIESEIIHCH AND EDUCATION
f

o o R )

(An Autonomous Body anm M.m,w ol Brprwiset
Forest and Ciimata Change, Govt. of India)

TG — 248006 (3

Dun — 248006 (Uttarakhand)

F‘Q New Furehl Del

fafia e 03/ Prws,

, GilvgIe, 9 /20
Advt. No. 03/Director, RFRI Jorhat, Assamlzﬁzﬁ ICFRE

FARAT AT R G 3 e GusTga & Sramd 79 90 A
& A W 45 & Jorn s, v @ anREE HeT, Wi,
A 1 U AR W SR O% 93 A SR St yaa § |
Applications are invited for filing up the post of Director, Rain Forest
Research Institute, Jorhat, Assam in the pay scale at Level-15 of Tth
CPC Pay Matrix on  deputation basis at Indian Council of Forestry
Researchand Education, Dehradun

9q 48 Bq zwos  swefl wodnsofoto ECEIE
http:/iwww.icfre.org ¥ f&3 T fawa Remm & s wHEs @
wa B | airde are e 9 st ff ze.00.2006 # |
The interested candidates may apply for the above said post as per
detailed advertisement available at ICFRE website
http:/iwww.icfre.org. The last date of receipt of applications is
2002078 ifaa, woatoaoRmovo

Secretary, ICFRE

| (raven widees)
| CENTRAL WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
(ANAVRATNA CPSE)

CWCCDFZZIZE;ZB—CDMWEO!IM

: . NOTICE INVITING BID:
n Programme of Residential, Commercial & S No| Descriptionof Work | Bid Detalls | Imp Date & Time
Farm House Plots in Jodhpur (August. - September 2026) 1. | EXPRESSION OF INTEREST | CWCCO/22! | Pre-Bld: On 14.07.2026
- Appointment of a Strategic | 2026-COMM/ | 3:00 PM at CWC,
faeties: - 08,07 2026 Gperator for Satting Upand | EOD1 dated | Corporate Office & thvough
Managing an End-to-End 07072026 |VC
B2B Expriss Parcal Senice | Submission on or before
for 25 years Utsing Cantra ; 20.07.2026, 15:00 hrs,
| Warehausing Corporation’s
| Warehousing Infrastructure
| across India
For more detais, please visit oUr websitz www.cewacor.nic.n.
Tender Cell, Corporate Office, CWG

Dated: 08.07.2026

Jodhpur Development Authority, Jodhpur

[R

BHTE :~YE46 [ HAIBTH! (2026 (T8, 23284647

SpeTve] @t sroar §-aftomit

f&sTies 03.08.2026  24.09.2026 %
star e &

TR HEAT-701 ot et gaTe suTeT

. " TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES LIMITED TATA
T SES i e § g s fergme o 5 spros Regstred Offce: " Floor, Nirmal Bulding, Nariman Point, Murmbl 400 021, Tes +91 22 6778 8595 Fax 491 2 6778 9660
(1 65.06 a?frﬁa a. (72 a?ftﬂata’ (41 82 aaf !ﬁE! .& e-mail: m website: R¥ m CIN: L22210MH1995PLC084781
) ’ Extract of the audited consolidated interim financial results for the three months ended June 30, 2026 (% crore)

245,35 F9f Hiez) 269.92 7 ftez) 198,99 79 ftew)

Three months ended Year ended Three months ended
June 30, 2026 March 31, 2026 June 30, 2025

. Profit before exceptional items and tax 18,612 70,013 16,979
TUSHITY STaT § Ty Iotfesa, B gred ngrent aneft e § Profit before tax 17,984 65,487 16,979
Profit after tax 13,420 49,454 12,819
B TS B TS S 0 Total comprehensive income for the period 13,673 52,204 14,100
i ﬂ foft et Paid up equity share capital (Face value: ¥1 per share) 362 362 362
(167‘29 a (1500 a (225‘18 ﬁ Total reserves (including non-controlling interests)* 1,08,116 1,08,116| 95,409
354.08 ﬁflﬁ’ﬂ) 2580.22 'Eﬁfiﬁ?\') 312.27 mfﬁt?) Earnings per equity share:- Basic and diluted (Z) 36.90 136.01 35.27

*Balance for three months ended June 30, 2026 represents balance as per the audited consolidated balance sheet for the year ended March 31, 2026 and
balance for three months ended June 30, 2025, represents balance as per the audited consolidated balance sheet for the year ended March 31, 2025 as
required by Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015.

[ 05 ] 03 |

Extract of the audited standalone interim financial results for the three months ended June 30, 2026 Z crore)
e fig sosTl s gt wew Three months ended Vear ended Three months ended
June 30, 2026 March 31, 2026 June 30, 2025
g o e o o
rofit before exceptional items and tax , . ,
(83.64 a’af Iﬁ'ﬂ? ﬁ (83.64 a’a‘f rﬁt? ﬁ Profit before tax 17,709 62,806 16,186
Foft £1f Profit after tax 13,642 49,096 12552
462.12 ) 679.83 ) 8 Total comprehensive income for the period 13,037 48,49 12,683,
- Notes:
%‘ 1. The audited consolidated interim financial results and audited standalone interim financial results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and approved
¥ by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on July 9, 2026. The statutory auditors have expressed an unmodified audit opinion on these results.
- : E 2. The Board of Directors atits meeting held on July 9, 2026, has declared an interim dividend of ¥12.00 per equity share.
- i - | E 3. In April 2019, Computer Sciences Corporation (referred to as CSC) ﬁ\ed a \egal :\alm against the Company in the Court of Northern District of Texas and
sfondft o fesrs | | afsToTda faz | . Dallas Division (rial court) information and sought preliminary and permanent injunctive
‘/ | ) S relief, and unspecified monetary damages and disgorgement of profits.
A A trial before an advisory jury was held and on November 17, 2023, the jury returned an advisory verdict in favour of CSC, finding that the Company
03 3191 2026 & UTTEST urera fafir: aifem fafér: misappropriated CSC's trade secrets and recommended compensation of US $70 million and a further punitive damage of US $140 million to be paid by the
Company to CSC. Subsequently, the parties filed their respective written submissions in the matter. On June 13, 2024, the trial court passed a judgement as
follows
\ 03 3@ 2026 | | 24 FAaraw 2026 1. The Court ordered that the Company i liable to CSC for US $56 millon in compensatory damages and US $112 millon in exemplary damages.
E 2. The Court also assessed that the Company is liable for US $26 million in prejudgment interest through June 13, 2024,
On November 21, 2025, the Fifth Circuit issued a decision affirming the District Court’s rulings on liability and further awarded costs to CSC.
st arftrardt (sftemdt gme) ST e S T forgors fam On March 19, 2026,  petition for a writ of certiorari from the US Supreme Court was filed, seeking a review of the case. On June 15, 2026, the Supreme Court
denied the petition.
Wﬁ—“ﬁm fbraszor QR Code?ﬁ?l =1 Sﬁﬂg?hm wiferee The Company had provided US $150 million (¥1,352 crore) towards this legal claim in the statement of profit and loss for the year ended

March 31, 2026 and disclosed US $112 million (31,010 crore) as “Provision towards legal claim” under “Exceptional items” and US $38 million
(X342 crore) under “Other interest costs”. Pursuant to the denial of the Company’s petition by the Supreme Court, the Company has provided for
a further amount of US $70 million (%668 crore) towards exemplary damages and costs awarded to CSC, in the statement of profit and loss for
period ended June 30, 2026, and disclosed as “Settlement of legal claim” under Exceptional items. In addition, the Company has provided for
Us $7 million (X69 crore) towards interest paid until the date of settlement and disclosed it under “Other interest costs”.

The above is an extract of the detailed format of financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format for three months ended June 30, 2026, are available on the
BSE Limited website (URL: www.bseindia.com), the National Stock Exchange of India Limited website (URL: www.nseindia.com) and on the Company’s website
(URL: www.tcs.com/investors). The same can be accessed by scanning the QR code provided below.

siteigz

Hie: - 0291-2656355, 2656356

N

« Rera Reg. No.- RAJ/P/2023/2638, RAI/P/2017/183, RAJ/P/2025/3670
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For and on behalf of the Board of Directors

Mumbai
July 9, 2026

K Krithivasan
CEO and Managing Director
DIN:10106739
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A
Bypoll Relief

THE POSTPONEMENT of
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi’s students'
programme in Patna, owing
tothe Model Code of
Conduct enforced ahead of
the Bankipurbypoll on July
30,hascomeasareliefto
somestate leaders. Gandhi
was supposed tovisit the
Bihar capital on July 15to
addressstudents as part of
the "Chhatmn ki Goonj"

' EXPRESS special '

Norebellion in Punjab Congress...

thereisa splrlt of competition’

Man Aman Singh Chhina
Chandigarh, July 9

THE ALL India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC)'sgeneral secretary
in charge of Punjab Bhupesh
Baghel, the former Chhattisgarh
CM, has been camped in Chan-
digarh over the last several days
todeal with a crisis gripping the

iti: is learnt, was slrugglmgto
bri h students for

theevent. Although the state
Congress leaders were confi-
dent ofeventually managing
the idit

would have been an uphill
taskas Gandhi's office was
asking for details of all the
students who would attend
theevent.

Salute to Mentor

IN AN emotional note on the
78th anniversary of ABVP,
Delhi CM Rekha Gupta ex-
pressed gratitudetothe RSS
students’ wing for “giving
purpose” to herlife. Sharing
asepia-toned picture of her
election to the post of presi-
dent ofthe Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU) in
1996, Guptasaid her public
lifebeganas an ordinary
worker before being “given
direction by the Vidyarthi
Parishad”. Equating her days
asDUSU president with her
currenttenure, Guptasaid
then, when she had the op-
portunity toserve DU
students, and today, when
shehas dedicated herlife to
servingthe people of Delhi,
herinspiration and strength
stem from the valuesincul-
cated by the ABVP.

Digital Tracking

THEBJP hasdecided torec-

The Channi camp has
accused you of “favouring™
RajaWarring?

Onlywhen you cometomeet
me can we have any meeting...
‘You may keep sitting in Delhi
and then say that you could not
meetBhupesh. Itisaveryunfair
complaint. If youcome and Ido
not meet you, then your com-

There is a big difference be-
tween the twosituations. At that
time, we were in government
and a change of the CM was
asked for. At present, people
‘want to move out into the field
as soon as possible. The party
‘workers want todosoand sodo
leaders and the general public.

ing for the 2027 polls. We are al-
ready in a better position than
the AAP, BJPor Akali Dalevenas
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls is in prog-
ress. We have already trained our
cadres and ventured into the
field. This election is different
because it involves microman-
agement rather than fighting
under stalwarts like Capt Amar-
inder Singh earlier. We are focus-
ingonbooths and pannasevaks.
Therefore, we have to fight
through organisationalstrength
and Rahul Gandhi’s leadership.

HowdoyouseetheBJP’s
roleinthe 2027 polls given
that they may contest
independently this time?
It is not known what
wonders will be created by

In first visit to Karur
post-stampede, Vijay
tohand overjob
letters to victims’ kin

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, July 9

ON FRIDAY, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister and TVK president C
Joseph Vijay will visit Karur for
thefirst timesince thestampede
during his election campaign
that claimed 41lives.

Nine months after the tra-
gedy, hewill return tothe district
to hand over government ap-
pointment orders to eligible
membersofthevictims'families
and launch a major industrial
project. Vijay will distribute ap-
pointmentorderstooneeligible
member from each of the 41 be-
reaved families there. Following
eligibility verification, 32 ap-
pointments have been cleared.
The TVK-led government has
said it will continue to support

(Chief Election C th d familie:
Gyanesh Kumar a.ndAmuSha.h The official programme is
Amit Shah came to Punjaband | scheduled tobeginatthe District

said the party will fight elections
alone. And after he left, seven
Rajya Sabha MPs of the AAP de-
fected to the BJP.

After reports of internal
fissures in the Congress
emerged, the AAP appears
tobe confident of returning

state party unit. Fresh trouble  plaintisvalid. Howdoyouviewthe
erupted recently in the wake of BHUPESH BAGHEL presentsituationinthe
the Congress high command's ~ The Channi camp says that AICC GENERAL SECRETARY Punjab Congress as
decision to retain Amarinder ~ while youare holding daily INCHARGE OF PUNJAB compared to other state
Singh Raja Warring as the state  meetings, “important party units?
party chief, which hasupsetex-  leaders™ i ing former Every state has its own dy-
CM Charanjit Singh Channi, ministers and candidates Has Maken sahib’s report  namics. Punjabisdifferent. This
whohasbeennamedtheparty’s ~ from the2022 polls are not been made public? Whenitwas  isaborder state. The manner of
campaigncommitteechairman  meeting you. presented before the highcom-  expressing sentiments here is
for the 2027 Assembly polls. Icame here (the state party ~ mand, I was present. Whatever ~ different. People here do not
Inaninterviewwith TheIn-  headquarters) in the morning  theyaresayingaboutthereport — hold back their feelings. What-
dian Express, Baghel speakson  andtill eveningIdid nothave is wrong. These are mere ru-  ever is in their mind, they say it
raric igtoinfight-  evenaminute’sfreetime.People  mours.Icanonlysaythismuch — upfront. ThereisaChhattisgarhi
ingand factionalisminthePun-  from various districts, various  about the report becauseIcan-  saying: “Chatkan ko udhaar
jab C idhowheistack-  departments of the party are  notdisclose ts contents. nahi (There is no borrowing or
ling it. Excerpts: coming to meet me. There are lending when it comestoaslap,
block presidents, district presi- ~ How would youdescribe ‘yourepay itimmediately)”. They
You have reiterated there dents, people who have fought  the currentsituationinthe do not hold back anything in
willbeno electionsinthe pastandwantto ~ Punjab Congress? their hearts. Itisa good thing.
change in the Punjab fightelectionsagain, peoplewho There is no rebellion. Every-
Congress despite Channi have been ministersin the past ~ one in the family wantstowork ~ How bigis the role of
and his supporters and want to be ministers again. ~ for the party. Thereisaspiritof ~ personal ambitioninthe
insisti i Forme,allareimportant,noone  competition. They feel thatif — ongoingcrisis?
chiefRajaWarring. Whatis  isbigorsmallin the Congress. they getachance, they will work Everyone wants the party to
the middle ground in this hard. The Assembly elections  come to power. Then there is
situation? The Channi camp claims are extremely important forus  alsoafeelingthator
They have nothad any con-  that the three-member and everyoneisinadoordie animportant role in it. But the
versation with me over thisde- ~ committeeled by AICC mode. first thing that is important is to
mand. You are informing me  treasurer Ajay Maken had come to power.
about this demand. HowdoI  recommended Channi’s Isthisarepeat of the revolt
know what demand is being name asthe state party against Capt. What you
made? If the party high com-  chief. Another survey had Smgh" The percepuon is givingto the party rankand
mand has made. adecnslon then a t had filein your daily meetings?
itisfinal. Such not h f] ‘Why the Congressin Tam telling them that they
changed every now and then. was RajaWarringretained?  the2022polls. should now get down to prepar-

INDIA TO ALSO REPATRIATE RELICS OF AN ‘AUSTRALIAN FIRST NATIONS’ ANCESTOR
11th-12th century antiquities from Tamil
Nadu to finally come home from Australia

DivyaA
New Delhi, July 9

THREE ANTIQUITIES from
‘Tamil Nadu, dating back to the
1ith and 12th centuries and
housed at two museumsin Aus-
tralia, are all set to make their
‘way back to India.

The repatriation of the an-

o Allabout the three antiquities

METALTRIDENT
WITHIMAGE OF
GODDESS
BHADRAKALI:
Originating from Sri
Kasiviswanath-
aswamy Templein

ord th fthe

tiquiti the

party's ground-level func-
tionaries during organisa-
tional meetings and confer-
ences through amobile
application — ‘Saral’. The
party tested this digital at-
tendance system earlier this
week when BJP president
Nitin Nabinaddressed a
Shakti Kendra Sanyojak
Sammelan at Rashtra Prerna
Sthalin Lucknow. Sources
said atotal of 5,932 sanyojaks
and 377 mandal presidents
marked theirattendance
digitally through their mo-
bile phones duringthe
event. The app mandates
thatattendance be marked
byanindividual only from
theirown phone and from
thelocation of the event.No

of the India-Australia summit
during Prime Minister Nar-
endraModi’songoingvisittothe
island nation. For its part, India
has committed to the repatri-
ation of the relics of an Austra-
lian First Nations ancestor pres-
ently held at the Government
Museum of Chennai.

The antiquities that will re-
turn to India in due course, as
per the commitment between
the two sides, include a stone
sculpture of sacred Nandi - the
vehicle of Lord Shiva (11th to
12th century); a metal trident
with the image of Bhadrakali
(11th century); and a six-
headed Karthikeya statue in
stone (12th century), as per the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

it
was crafted inthe
South Indian temple ritual metal
work tradition for religious worship

STONE IDOL OF NANDI: Sculptedinthe ¢
Tamil Shaiva temple tradition, it originates
from Sri Kasiviswanathaswamy Temple,

Kollumangudi village in Thiruvarur district

STONEIDOL OF
SIX-HEADED
KARTHIKEYA:
Carvedinthe
Chola-period
sculptural tradition,
itoriginates from
the Naganathswamy Temple,
Manambadi village of Thanjavur
district

Wales). According to officials,
the antiquities are being repat-
riated after their provenance
was verified following investiga-
tions at the behest of Tamil
Nadu Idol Wing CID.

It was, in due course, estab-
lished that they had been re-
moved from temples in Tamil
Nadu and trafficked overseas,
sources said. The idols will be
handed over to the Indian

following the delegation-level
talks on Thursday, both the
Prime Ministers welcomed the
voluntary return of these cul-
tural artefacts to India.

In a separate statement, the
office of Australian PM Anthony
Albanese said: “The voluntary
returnsdemonstrate Australia's
ongoing commitment to being
an international leader in the
ethical collection of cultural ma-
terial and best-| practlce collec-

The MEA, in a statement is-

onecanmark Thy bj 1held  mission in Australia and subse-
fromhome, and alsono as part of the ofNa-  quentlyts 1backtothe tion
proxy attendance can be tional Gallery of Australiaand  country.

made, sourcessaid. Art Gallery of NSW (New South During their joint address

sued after the India-Australia

Annual Summit, said the two
PMs “noted the growing cultural
exchanges that continue to
deepen mutual understanding
and welcomed the voluntary re-
turn to India of several cultural
artefacts held by Australian in-
stitutions”.

Albanese also “welcomed

The AAP should focus on
saving its own house. There are
two “rahu” and “ketu” in the
form of Arvind Kejriwal and
Manish Sisodia sitting on the
head of Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann. This is being
watched closelyby AAPworkers
aswell as the people of Punjab.

Maharashtra
picksex-judge
of SCtohead
UCC panel

Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumhaz July9

MAHARASHTRA MINISTER
Ashish Shelar on Thursday an-
nounced the formation of a
committee headed by former
Supreme Court judge, Justice
RanjanaDesai todraftrulesand

riatean Austra-

1dations for imple-

lian First Nations ancestor
(relics) held in the Government
Museum of Chennai. Theances-
tors will be voluntarily and un-

mentmg a Uniform Civil Code
in the state. Justice Desai had
earlier headed the panel that
drafted the legislation for Uni-

conditionally repatriated by | form  Civili Code in
India to their Traditional Cus- | Uttarakhand.

todians,” said thy by The ber commit-
hisoffice. tee, the state government an-

It is believed that the Gov-
ernment Museum in Chennai
received the skull of a First Na-
tionsancestorsometimein1935,
aspartofananthropological ex-
change. Australia, which is
home to the First Nations
people, has in recent years fo-
cused on the repatriation of the
remains of ancestors and their
sacred objects.

“The repatriation of First Na-
tions ancestors promotes heal-
ing, justice and reconciliation,”
Albanese said, adding, “I com-
mend Prime Minister Modi for
the decision to repatriate Aus-
tralian First Nations ancestors to
their Traditional Custodians.”

Ram Temple donation ‘scandal’ raises the stakes

THE
NEERJA
CHOWDHURY
COLUMN

WEEKLY INSIGHT INTO WHAT'S CHANGING
INNATIONAL POLITICS - AND WHY

THE UNPRECEDENTED alle-
gation of “chanda chori”, or do-
nation theft, at the Ram Temple
in Ayodhya threatens to esca-
late into an issue which, unless
defused, could have a bearing
on the outcome of the UP As-
sembly elections next year.
Theelection battle is notjust
about Uttar Pradesh. Having
ensured the outright victory of
the BJPin2014.and 2019, as well
as the slump in 2024, UP is ex-
pected once again todecide the
outcome of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion battle in 2029. It may also
determine the contours of a
post-Narendra Modi era, help-
ingtodecide the fortunes of the
Prime Minister's potential suc-

cessors, as and when it takes
place.

The political import of UPis
widely understood. Eight of the
14 Prime Ministers were from
UP. The Nehru-Gandhi family,
which gave the country three
PMs, are Kashmiri Pandits who
made UP their karmabhoomi
(place of action). Modi is from
Gujarat, but, realising UP’s
importance, he has chosen
to retain Varanasi as his
constituency.

An RSS old-timer summed
up the concerns of many in the
Sangh Parivar today after the al-
leged theft in Ayodhya, saying,
“If UP slips out of the BJP’s
hands, other states may well
start to go out of its control one
byone.”

The movement for the Ram
Temple — the Ram Janmab-
hoomi movement — enabled
the BJP’s rise in national
politics. The temple is not like
any other. It has deeply affected
theHindu psycheinlarge parts
of the country and the move-

menttobuild thetemple onthe
spot where the Babri Masjid
once existed hassymbolised for
many an assertion of Hindu
identity.
SPsees a chance

The alleged embezzlement
of funds has led to many devo-
tees feelinglet down, giving the
BJP's opponents a leg-up. Sa-
majwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadavwas quicktoseize the op-
portunity as soon as the in-
formation about the alleged
theftleaked, demanding there-
turnofthe “stolen” money, gold
andsilver to devotees.

Akhilesh had been looking
for ways to give his campaign a
newness which goes beyond his
PDA — Pichhda (backward
classes), Dalit, Alpsankhyak
(minorities) — politics. It
worked wonders for him in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, giv-
ing him 37 Lok Sabha seats and
bringing down the BJP’s tally
from 62to33. This result robbed
the BJP of an absolute majority

The Ram Temple movement enabled the BJP’s rise with the temple
itself symbolising, for many, the assertion of Hindu identity. FiLe

in Parliament. But rarely does
the same formula work twice
over. Akhilesh has been trying
tothrow his netwider thistime.
‘The Brahmin conclave his party
held recently shows he would
like to attract the powerful
Brahmin community to his
side. In UP, Brahmins are esti-
mated to constitute 9-10% of
the population and have exer-
cised an influence far beyond
their numbers.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

The continuingdomination
of Rajputs in UP affairs under
Yogi Adityanath's stewardship,
the recent UGC norms favour-
ing the backward classes, the
BJP'sdecisiontoagreetoacaste
census, and now the alleged
embezzlement scandal have
made the Brahmins and some
other upper castes unhappy.
Andyet, itisalsoknown that the
Brahmins, though disgruntled
from time to time over the

nounced, will comprise former
judges of the Supreme Court
and High Court, and from vari-
ous fields. The members in-
clude former Bombay High
Courtjudges, Justice RC Chavan
and Justice SG Mehare, former
Maharashtra Chief Secretary
DK Jain, the state’s former Ad-
vocate General Birendra Saraf,
social activist and Padma Shri
awardee Ramesh Patange, and
education expert Dr Suvarna
Rawal.

Shelar made the announce-
mentinthe Maharashtra Legis-
lative Council, and Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis in the
Assembly.

years, have stayed by the BJP's
side since the Ram Temple
movement began. Can Akhi-
lesh, with the Congress’s help,
breach their ranks this time?

To reinforce his Hindu cre-
dentials, the SP president is
building a Kedareshwar Maha-
dev Temple in his home turf of
Saifai that is modelled on the
Kedarnath shrine. The Saifai
temple is expected tobe opened
soon and Akhilesh has said he
plans to visit the Ram Temple
after that.

Alleyeson Adityanath

Thereisdeep concerninthe
Sangh that the allegations
should not lead to a “moh
bhang (disillusionment)” about
Hindutva itself among the
middleclasses, said an RSS vet-
eran.

Even though it is the RSS
that has suffered a setback and
the resignations of Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust general secretary and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)

New Delhi

Collectorate, where Vijay will
meet thevictims'families before
handing over appointments
made on compassionate
grounds. He will later lay the
foundation stone foraRs 1,700-
crore footwear manufacturing
project in Karur, expected togen-
erate around 13,500 jobs, before
addressing a public meeting.
The CM's visit seeks to com-
bine the victims' rehabilitation
measures withamajor develop-
mentinitiative. Karuralso holds
political sif for Vijay.

The Tamil Nadu CM will also lay
the foundation stone fora
Rs1,700-crore footwear
manufacturing project today

One criticism, however, per-
sisted. Rather than visiting
Karur immediately after the
stampede, Vijay met the be-
reaved families at a hotel in
Chennai, prompting criticism
from political rivalsand sections
ofthe public, whoargued thathe
should have travelled to the dis-
trict to express his condolences.

Vijay's Friday visit therefore
carriesasignificance beyond the
official programme. Over the
past several days, officials have
contacted the victims' families,
collected documents and pro-
cessed appointment orders.
Transport has also been ar-
ranged for the victims' relatives
attendingthe event.

The CM'svisit will take place
under extensive security ar-
rangements. Authorities have
cappe the public

The stampede occurred on
September 27, 2025, during his
election campaign at Velusamy-
puram, where alarge crowd had
gathered for his rally. Forty-one
people died and more than 100
were injured.

The tragedy, however, did
notsignificantlyalter the electo-
ral outcome. Much of the public
debatethat followed focused on
crowd managementand admin-
istrative preparedness rather
than on Vijay personally. The
incident also renewed scrutiny
of how political rallies in Tamil
Nadu are organised, involving
coordination between organ-
isers, police, local administra-
tionand party workers.

meetingataround 5,000 people,
withentry regulated through QR
code-based passes. More than
5,000 police personnel from
Karur and neighbouring dis-
tricts have been deployed.

BJP state president Nainar
Nagendran welcomed the deci-
siontoprovidegovernmentjobs
tothevictims' families but ques-
tioned the timing of the visit.

“It is welcoming to see the
Chief Minister going to Karur,
butitwould have been more ap-
preciated had he visited the dis-
trict immediately after the tra-
gedy to express his
condolences,” he said, describ-
ing the exercise as “politically
motivated”.

Union minister’s son
getsbailin POCSO case

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, July 9

THE TELANGANA High Court
on Thursday granted bail to
Bandi Bhagirath, son of Union
minister Bandi Sanjay Kumar,
in a case of alleged sexual as-
sault of a 17-year-old girl.

The court granted bail inthe
POCSO Actcaseonabond of Rs
1lakh and two sureties. It im-
posed several conditions, direc-
ting Bhagirath not to contact or
influence witnesses or interfere
with the investigation.

The case against Bhagirath
was filed on May 8, and he was
arrested on May 16. He had ap-
plied for bail several times, and
on June 20, the High Court
granted interim bail so that he
could appear for his BBA exam-
inations, and directed him to

for BJP ahead of UP

leader Champat Raiand trustee
Anil Mishra have been ac-
cepted, ironically, the stakes
may be the highest for Yogi Adi-
tyanath.

For Adityanath, the exposé
could not have come at a worse
time, with elections due in the
state eight months down the
line. A third straight victory will
further strengthen his position,
whileifhejustscrapesthrough,
he will remain one among the
many BJP CMs. Adityanath has
an appeal outside Uttar Pra-
desh, and though he is not di-
rectly involved in the Trust, all
eyes are now on how he, as the
state's helmsman, handles the
crisis.

The UP CM was quick to set
upaSpecial Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the theft, with an
FIR registered based on its in-
terim report. As of now, eight
people have been arrested in
connection with the alleged
theft.

Adityanath has already
played the Mathura card, re-

return to prison on June 25.

Inher police complaint, the
mother ofthe 17-year-old girl al-
leged that Bhagirath initiated a
relationship with her daughter
and sexually assaulted her at
parties in farmhouses. Police
recorded the girl’s statement
and filed the FIR under provi-
sionsofthe BNS, along with rel-
evant sections of the POCSO
Act.

The complaint against
Bhagirath was filed after he had
filed a complaint in the first
week of May, accusing a Hyde-
rabad-based family of black-
mail, harassment, and extor-
tion. Bhagirath claimed in his
complaint that he was intro-
ducedtothe girl by friends, and
that on her invitation, he had
attended family functions and
parties.

elections

newing the call for the “liber-
ation” of the Krishna Janmab-
hoomi — another disputed site
in the middle of judicial pro-
ceedings — while facing Akhi-
lesh’sattacks. Thisissomething
the SPchief may find difficult to
navigate as Mathura could di-
vide the Yadavs, his party’s core
base. The Yadavs are devotees
of Lord Krishna and call them-
selves Yaduvanshis, Krishna’s
lineage.

TheBJP’s central leadership
may not want to give Aditya-
nath too long a rope. And yet,
winning UPis of critical impor-
tance for the BJP to maintain
the momentum for 2029. It’s
early days yet to say which way
the cookie will crumble. Ulti-
mately, it will depend on how
effectively the UP CM and the
RSS can control the narrative
and undo the damage.

(Neerja Chowdhury, Contributing
Editor, The Indian Express, has
covered the last 11 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. She is the author of How Prime
Ministers Decide.)
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Despite ‘major challenge’ of
US tariffs, India’s seafood

exportshitanall-timehigh  injection to cost Rs 261in India

Suijit Bisoyi India exported 19,72,018 MT of
Bhubaneswar, July 9 seafood valued atRs 73,890 crore
(USD 846 billion) during 2025~
DESPITE AN unprecedented 26 financial year, registering an
58% UStariff, India’sseafoodex-  all- umehlghmbor.h volume and
porthasi dtoRs73,800  valuedespi yal
crorein2025-26 fromRs 62,000  market conditions.
crore in the previous year, said ‘Whilethe USand Chinacon-
Union Fisheries Minister Rajiv ~ tinued to be the principal im-
Ranjan Singh on Thursday. portersofIndianseafood during
Addressing a gatheringin  the year, frozen shrimp re-
Bhubaneswar during the na-  mained theleadingexportitem,
tional launch of Letter of Auth-  contributing Rs 49,037 crore.
orisation (LoA) for sustainable  Vice President C P Radhakrish-

harnessing of fisheries in the
high seas, Singh said growth in
seafood export is a result of the
free trade agreements (FTAs)
India signed with various coun-
tries across the globe.

“In2025-26, we faced amajor
challenge when the United
Statesimposed a 58 per cent tar-
iff on our exports. The US is the
biggest buyer of India’s shrimp,
accounting for over 40% of our
total exports. A sense of disap-
pointment prevailed through-
out the country. But PM Nar-
endra Modi encouraged us...to
find out solutions to move
further,” said Singh.

According to official figures,

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
(SURVEY & CONSTRUCTION)
Dy. Chief Enginesr (Const), Morth-
Westem Raitway. Briwani for and on
behalf of the President of India, invilas.
a-Tarders under Two packet sysiem for
the following works: Tender No. : NWR-
SC-BNW-1-2026-27 Name of work
with its location : Balance work for
Laying and linking of Broad gauge main
ling, laop fines inciuding points and
crassings In yards, spreading of ballast
iemping of track, transportation af P-
way malerials and other anciliary works
from {Including) Km 68680 to Km
101.800 of Bawani Khera to Manhery
section & kim - 45.200 to km : 48,00 of
Rohtak-Bhiwani section (Including
Manheru, Bhiwani & Bawani Khera) in
connection with Manheru-Bawan|
Khera and Dobh Bahali-Bhiwani section
Doubling Project Approx. cost of the
: Rs.11.16.06.071.48 Bid
Security (Earnest Money) to be
deposited : 22,32,100.00 |me for
submission of e-Tend
22.07,2026 upta 15. nn hrs Dat;

gov.in Official email address :
dycacbnwi@gmail.com Note:- 1. No
manual tender will be acospted. 2. The
Bid Security (Eamest Manay) shall be
deposhed in cash through e- payment
gateway or submitted es Bank
Guarantez bond from a scheduled
commercial bank of India or as
mentioned in the tender documents
The bank gusrantea bond should ba
issued in favour of FA & CAO/
Construction, North Weslern Railway
Jaipur otherwise lender will not be

nan launched programme and
distributed LoA to the fisheries
cooperative societies, including
National Cooperative Exports
Limited, enabling eligible In-
dian-flagged fishing vessels to
undertake regulated fishing op-
erationsin the high seas.

At present, most of the fish-
ingactivities concentrate within
40-50 nautical miles off the
coast. As deeper waters beyond
national jurisdiction offer sub-
stantial opportunities for har-
vesting high-value species, the
Centre notified a framework for
sustainable harnessing of fisher-
ies from the Indian exclusive
economiczones and high seas.

Novo Nordisk’s weekly insuli

Express News Service
New Delhi, July 9

“IWILL diebut not start taking
insulin shots,” complain dia-
betics at Dr SK Wangnoo’s
clinic at Indraprastha Apollo
hospital. Others tell him that
they are frequent travellers or
work long hours at a corporate
job and cannot take insulin
shots every day, sometimes
multiple times a day. Pharma-
ceutical giant Novo Nordisk’s
once-weekly insulin injection,
icodec, may be the answer.

The drug will be sold under
the brand name Awigli, costing
Rs 261 per week, cheaper than
insulin already available in the
market. With a once-weekly
shot, this drugislikely to make
a headway in switching pa-
tients over to insulin, who
don’t opt for it in the fear of
regular pricks.

“Those living with diabetes
foreight to ten years, with pills
being unable to control the
blood glucose levels, need to
take insulin injections to pre-

vent further complications.

India, added: “Currently, there

Byintroducing are sixmillion people on insu-
better diabetes liln inlc{nfllia, l:gt }jhisbl;u;nber
should atleast be double. Insu-
management lin is a drug that is never
products, wewantto  abusedandisveryeffective for
bringdown the the treatment of diabetes, yet
HbAclevel@  peplesywayfon Ve
measure of average ence of using this drug would
blood glucose levels mean more and more people
over the last three who are recpr:lmended insulin
start using it.
months) from8to7 Shrotriya said: “The Rs 261
inIndia.” per week cost is cheaper than
the current price of other insu-
VIKRAN SHROTRIYA lin analogues, which can cost
MANAGING DIRECTOR OF anywhere between Rs 345 to
NOVO NORDISK

453 a week. This drug will es-
sentially cost around Rs 50 a

Yet, most of them are unwilling
to switch to the shots. Around
93% of people wish for diabetes
control without the use of insu-
lin and there is a need to
change this mindset. Initiating
insulin early can prevent dam-
age to the organs, nerve end-
ings, and the eye,” said Dr SK
‘Wangnoo.

Vikrant Shrotriya, manag-
ing director of Novo Nordisk

day.”

The medicine will be avail-
able in two different doses of
pre-filled pens — a 700 unit/
ml costing Rs 2,611 and a 2,100
unit/ ml costing Rs 7,883. A pa-
tient usually needs around 70
units per week, which may
need to be scaled up depend-
ing on their requirement.

Shrotriya adds: “By intro-
ducing better diabetes man-

One in ten Indians faces risk of cancer
before 75: Here is what WHO datareveals

Anuradha Mascarenhas
New Delhi, July 9

CANCER ISsteadilybecoming
one of India’s defining health
challenges. Accordingtothela-
test GLOBOCAN estimates,
nearly one in ten Indians is at
risk of developing cancer be-
fore the age of 75, while about
seven in every hundred face
the risk of dying from the dis-
ease before reaching that age.
India recorded 141 million
new cancer cases and 916,827
deaths in2022, while more than
3.25 million people were living
with a cancer diagnosis made
‘within the previous five years.
The burden is already in-
creasing. According to esti-
mates presented in the WHO
Global Status Report on Cancer
2026, India had approximately
1.6 million new cancer cases in
2024, with around 900,000
deaths. Experts now project
that annual new cases could

climb to 2.8 million by 2050,
driven by population growth,
ageingand changinglifestyles.

India and China together
account for more than half of
the global cancer burden, mak-
ing Asia the epicentre of the
disease. Without stronger pre-
vention and early detection,
experts warn the region will
shoulder an even larger share
of the global burden in the
coming decades.

India’s growing cancer
burden is due to multiple
forces acting together. One is
theincrease oflife expectance-
asitrises sodoesthe number of
people vulnerable to cancer.

Equally important are life-
style changes accompanying
rapid urbanisation. Rising
obesity, unhealthy diets, re-
duced physical activity, exces-
sive alcohol consumption and
prolonged exposure to air pol-

cancers. inuesto

drivelungcancer, while smoke-
less tobacco products — includ-
ing gutkha, khaini and betel
quid — remain a major reason
India has one of the world’s
highest burdens of oral cancer.
Improved diagnostic facilities
have also resulted in more
cancers being detected than in
previous decades; experts
stress that this does not fully ex-
plain therising incidence.
DrIsabelle Soerjomataram,
Deputy Head of the Cancer
Surveillance Unit at the Inter-
national Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC)said, preven-
tion has become important in
Indiabecause lung, oral cavity,
cervical, breast and colorectal
cancers account for a substan-
tial proportion of the country’s
disease burden. She points to
stark differences in access to

healt] een metropoli-
tan centres and nearby rural
districts, where delayed diag-
nosis iscommon.India’s cancer
pattern differs significantly
from that seen in many West-
ern countries.

Breast cancer emerged as
the country's most common
cancer, accounting for 192,020
new cases in 2022, followed by
lip and oral cavity cancer
(143,759 cases), cervical cancer
(127,526), lung cancer (81,748)
and oesophageal cancer
(70.637).

Among women, breast
cancer accounts for more than
one in four new diagnoses,
while cervical cancer remains
the second leading cancer de-
spite beinglargely preventable
through HPV vaccination and
regular screening.

lution are contributing to in-
creasing rates of several

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTM

e-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)
The Executive Engineer, , Division Kasumpti HPPWD, Shimla-3, H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the Percentage rate bids,
in electronic tendering system from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table

T

Name of Work

Starting date for

Earnest

Force remember its

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
CONSTABLE MOHD HAFIZ

102 BN BSF

04.03.1967 - 10.07.1998
Director General and all Ranks of Border Security

gallant Jawan Constable Mohd

Hafiz on his Balidan Diwas. On this day, Un-identified

militants fired upon him while he was availing leave at his home town

Khan-Kher area, Rajouri, Jammu and later succu

to his injuries.

53

Estimated | Form
Cos

Cost_| downloudi

ing Bid

Cansiruction of Govi. Senior
(HP). (SH:- Construction of Building Porton in
Saniary Insalltion, Septic Tank and R

r Kiar Kt
cluding W

7000

05072026

The exceutive

"The biddrs e advised oo ol detalls o enders rom th depriment webahe v pindergovin
any

all tenders.

No. 1754/2026/2027/HP

Himachal Pradesh

Rural Development & Panchayati Raj Department
NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER

On line item rate bids are re-invited by the Exe er RDD MANDI HP on behlf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from contractors firms of|
ot S gt i HPPWD hrough & i mode -
S [Name ofwork. Extimaied | Eanest | Costof | Time
No Cost.(R9) | Money | tender form
T [Consinucton of Gram Panchayar Community Cenre Panchayal Ghar ot Mashna| 76,35.395-00 | 1.53,000-00| 200000 | Twelve
Devclopment Block Sadar Kullu Distt Kullu Himachal Pradesh Sub Head Sitc Month
Development Civil work in Ground Floor and First Foor Septic Tank and WS and|
Sanitary Installations cte
o Lt ofillngplodin h ender s 16:07:2006 up 0 P
o Tender document and other detaled jewed on e from the portal htpss/Mptenders.govin by the firmindividual
Exccutive Engineer,
RD & PR Department,
No. 1720/2026/2027/HP ZP Division Mandi, Distt. Mandi H.P.

The Executive

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
TAUNI DEVI DIVISION

H.P. Public Works Department, TAUNI DEVI 177023, Telephone. 01972278422, ¢-mail: ee-tou-hp@nic.in

Tender Notice

Division, HP.PWD. Tauni Devi on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites the item rate bids in the electronic tendering

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani
Constable
Ramesh
Kumar Das
66 Bn
15-09-1967 To
10-07-1991

of 66

DG and all Ranks of CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable Ramesh Kumar Das

Bn, who made the supreme

sacrifice after being grievously injured
in a fierce encounter with terrorists
during an operation in Amritsar, Punjab
on 10 July 1991.

CRPF salutes the

braveheart and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section 82 Cr. PC/
84-Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,2023)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Furkan S/o Sattar Rio H.No. E-1781, Jhangir

Puri, Delhihas committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case FIR No.157/2020 Uis 356/379/511/174A/

34 IPC at P.S. Timarpur, Delhi

Delhi is

qf

system from the eligible class of contractor register with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table:-
sr. Name of work Construction | Starting date for | Deadline for | Time | Cost of Bidding
No. Cost (RS) ing_Bi ission of Bid| limit | Document
T [Upgradation of road from Sujanpur Tihra to Sandhol road 0100 1.47,15.225.00|  14.072026 20072026 | Thiee|  5000.00
1o 20100 (MDR-38) (SH:- Widening / Improvement in Km. Month
1/400 to 1/650) Under Job No. CRIF-HP-21 it

21.07.2026 at 10.30PM

No. 1726/2026/2027/HP

The bidder are advised to note other details of tend:

from the department website www.hptenders.gov.in date of opening of tender

. Tauni Devi
For and an behafof e Goverpor of 1P,

@D

Transmission

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
Jammu and Kashmir Power Transmission Corporation Ltd

Office of the Executive Engineer
Line Maintenance Di

jon-1 (TLMD-1), Bemina, Srinagar
Ph. No. 0194-2492427, e-Mail ID: timd1-bemina@jk.gov.in

Tender Extension Notice

- Tender Extension Notice for e-NIT mentioned below:

eNIT No Tender Refl Work Description Noor Bl
D received
Pe— il mafntenance contract fo carrying out he Preveniive
2026_PDD |Routine/ Breakdown maintenance of various 132/33kV Grid|
TLMD-IISGR/2026-27; - i g Two (02)
Do, 1906 2096 | -312832_1 |Sub-Stations & allied 132KV Transmission Lines falling
: under the jurisdiction of TLMD-I, Bemina

Last date for submission of e-Bid

Due to inadequate response, the last date for submission of e-bids and opening of Techno-Commercial bids for the
above mentioned e-NITs is hereby extended as under:

20.07.2026 (02:00 PM)

2. [Last date for submission of Hard Copy of e-Bid in the office of the Executive
Engineer TLMD-I, Bemina, Srinagar

21.07.2026 (04:00 PM)

3. |Date for online opening of Techno-Commercial e-Bid

22.07.2026 (02:00 PM)

No.: TLMD-I/TS/02A/26-27/1225-29
Dated: 09.07.2026

DIPK-NB-1017/26, DATE:- 09 JULY 2026

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
TLMD-1st Bemina Sgr|

DP/9384/N/20268

warrant of arrest thereupon Issued that the said accused
Furkan cannot be found and whereas it has been shown tomy
satisfaction that the said accused Furkan have absconded (or
is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant)

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Furkan of
FIR No. 157/2020 U/s 356/379/511/174A/34 IPC at P.S.:
to appear before this courtto
answer the saidcomplaint on or before 11.08.2026. By order

Judicial Magistrate First Class-02

and it has been returned to a

Karanbir Singh

Central, Room No. 26,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

l NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
E.

agement products, we want to
bring down the HbAIc level (a
measure of average blood glu-
cose levels over the last three
months) from 8to7in India.”

The most common side ef-
fect of the medicine is hypo-
glycemia — a condition where
the blood glucose levels fall too
much — that can affect one in
ten persons. Dr Wangnoo, how-
ever, assures that this is the
same level as seen with other
daily insulin shots.

In type-1diabetics — those
who have diabetes because
theirbody does not produce in-
sulin — hypoglycemic events
are more common with this
drug than the daily insulin.
“This usually happens because
of a mismatch in the insulin
dose that the type-1 diabetics
take before a meal and the cal-
ories in the meal,” said Dr
‘Wangnoo.

Type-1 diabetics have to
continue taking their pre-meal
fast-acting insulin shots, but
they can replace their daily
long-acting insulin shot with
this, resulting in fewer pricks.

n ‘Satlyj’ row: Former

Punjab cop convicted
in Khalra case faces
address verification

Raakhi Jagga
Ludhiana, July 9

NEARLY THREE decades after
the abduction and murder of
Punjab human rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra, one of the
key convicts in the case, former
deputy superintendentof police
Jaspal Singh, has once again
come under the spotlight amid
the controversy surroundingthe
Diljit Dosanjh-starrer Satluj.
Jaspal, who s in his late 60s,
'was granted interim bail in May
2023. Authoritiesat Nabha Open
Air Jail recently soughtaroutine

verification of his present ad-
dress from Hoshiarpur police, as
the address available in prison
records falls within the district.

The verification exercise
comesdaysafter Satluj, based on
Khalraslifeand disappearance,
was taken down from a OTT
platform after being available for
48hours. Jaspal’s character fea-
tures prominently in the film,
bringing renewed attention to
one of Punjab’s most high-pro-
file human right

Punjab cop held
aspolice seizes
300grams of
heroin, Rs 1.2 lakh

Amritsar: APunjab Police Sub-
Inspector posted in Tarn Taran
and hi i rear-

“Though I am yet to go
through any official email or so
in this connection, yes, I got to
know that some intimation has
come from NabhaOpen Air Jail.
As the stay address has been
mentioned in Hoshiarpur dis-
trict, we have been asked to pro-
vide details. He was out on in-
terim bail and such a
commumcanon seekingwhere-

ilsisaroutine check,

rested with 300 grams of heroin
and Rs 1.27 lakh suspected to be
drug money, police said on
Thursday.

SSP Tarn Taran Surinder
Lamba said the arrested police
official, Sahib Singh, a resident
of Majjupur village in Tarn
Tarandistrict, was posted asthe
Investigatig Officer (IO) at
Khalra Police Station. Intercept-
ing a car, SHO Baljinder Singh
recovered 300 grams of heroin
allegedly concealed in the ac-
cused’sright trouser pocketand
Rs1.271akh, suspected tobe pro-
ceeds from drug trafficking,
from Kinder Kaur's purse. FIR
filed under NDPS Act. PTI

Jodhpur for & on bekalf of the president
of India, invites E-tendsr for the follawing
work 1. Complete detalls of tenders
can be seen on Wobsite No :
www.ireps.govin 2. Date & time of
clasing of atendor ; 28.07 2026 up 1o
15.00 hrs. 3. Date & time of opening of
e-tonder : After 15,00 hrs, on 28 07.2026
Tender No. : GSUELECTG-10R2/2025-
26 Name of Work : Electrical work in
connection wilh (a) provision of new FOB
at dalsu, Gachhipura, Marwar Lohawal,
Deshnok stations. (b) Provision of
customer fagilities at Goods shad of
Kairla Station Apprax. Gost of the work
(Rs.) : 8713774.59 Tender No. :
B4R1/2026-27 Name of Waork : JU/G
Rewiring of staff quarters, service
buildings, statian buildings and LC gales
& other important locations under MTD &
DNA Fouse dapot af JU Division.
Approx. Cost of the work (Rs.

2!15075055 Tender No. : 09R1/,

27 Name of Wark : Exectrical Wark in chy
provision of S&T senvice buliding for
interiocking of 08 Nog. of manned LG
gates (e LC-143, 147A, 147, 137 in
MTD-JU Seclion, LC-25, 18,16 in LN-MJ
section and LC-60n RTGH-DNAsecion
over Jodhpur Division Approx. Cost of
the work {Rs.) : 217325770 Tender No.
+ 18/2026-27 Name of Work : JUiGen-(i)
Rewiring of staff quarlers, service
builiings, statian buildings and LC gates
& other impontant lacations under BGKT
power depot of JU Division. i) Rewiring
of staff quarters, service' buildings,
station bulldings and LC gales & other
important locaions under SMR & BME
power depet of JU Division, Approx.
Cost of the work (Rs.) : 56123205.06
. : GSUELECTG-11/2026-27
Name of Work : Electric Work in
cenneciion with (i) Pravision of additonsl
new platform no. 4 & 5, Extension of
existing FOB & Sacond entry at
Jaisalmer station. (i) Provision of twa
running line caver shed & cat walk on
both pit line at Jaisamer Station. (i)
Construction of 01 no. pil line wnn
associated faciliies at JSM. Approx.
Cost of the work (Rs.) : 39'!63514 19

For delailed information visit
972.Di/26

hitp:/iwww.ireps.gov.in
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nothing extraordinary,” San-
deep Malik, Senior Superintend-
ent of Police, Hoshiarpur, told
The Indian Express.

Attempts to contact Nabha
Open Air Jail Superintendent
Chanchal Kumari forcomments
were unsuccessful.

Police sources said the
verification should not be seen
asanindication that the convict
isabsconding. They pointed out
that aperson released on bail is
not necessarily required to re-
mainattheaddressinitially fur-
nished and that periodic verifi-
cation of residential details is a
routineadministrative exercise.
Sources added that the Hos-

f@] WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY
Materials Management
Department

|Se DMM/WCRY Bhopal an behalf of the|
President of Indla invites tha following|
ladvertised tender through e-
[Procurementsystom. No manuall postal
loffers shall be enertained. Tender can
be accessed under the lInk
ww ireps.govin for the details and for
submission of tender. Tender No.-
98265887, Short Description-Fire
Extinguisher, DCP ty) KG MAP 80,
[Tander ity 612 Sei. Oparing Date-
28-July-2028, EMD Value (In Rs.|

ISD)
Sr.OMMWCR/ Bhopal
o ST R B e T

17.07.2026 up 10 14.00 Hrs.

NAME OF THE WORK: APCRDA-Impmvements to exisling Paradé ground and parking area

for Indepentence-Day Celebealions-2026 in Ameravat Capital City, Ameraval! Est. Cost:

Rs.4.25 Crores. The bid can be downloaded on AP '-pmm.'ﬂmm\\ partal from 10.07.2026 to
1740,

hiarpur police have only been
asked to verify the address,
‘while Jaspal continued to re-
main under the jurisdiction of
Nabha prison authorities.

Accordingtoofficial records,
Jaspal’s native place is Cheema
Nagar in Jalandhar district,
while a later address available
with authorities is that of Majhi
village in Hoshiarpur district.

Jaspal was one of the princi-
pal accused in the abduction
and murder of Khalra, who dis-
appeared from outside his resi-
dence in Amritsar on Septem-
ber 6, 1995, six days after the
assassination of then Punjab
chief minister Beant Singh on
August 31,1995.

Khalra had exposed the al-
legedillegal cremation of thou-
sands of unidentified bodies
during Punjab’s militancy
period. Following an investiga-
tionby the CBI, Jaspal and sev-
eral other Punjab Police per-
sonnel were charge-sheeted for
abductingKhalra, illegally con-
fining him, murdering him in
police custody, and destroying
evidence.

According to the prosecu-
tion's case, Khalrawasshot dead
inside a police station. His body
‘wasallegedly transported inthe
trunk of a vehicle and disposed
ofinacanal near Harikeinanat-
tempt to destroy evidence.

In November 2005, a CBI
courtin Patialaconvicted Jaspal
of criminal conspiracy, kidnap-
ping, murderand destruction of
evidence and sentenced him to
life imprisonment. His convic-
tion was upheld by the Punjab
and H: High Courtin2007
and later by the Supreme Court
in2011.

Among the six policemen
convicted in the case, Jaspal
wastheseniormost officer. The
other convicts were sub-in-
spectors Amarjit Singh, Satnam
Singh, Surinder Pal Singh and
Jasbir Singh, besides head con-
stable Prithipal Singh. Jaspal
Singh had moved an applica-
tionseeking premature release
in2017, but the proposal was re-
jected by the Centre, sources
said.

ThreeKilled after
motorcycle collides
with trailerin UP

Sonbhadra: Three men were
killed after their motorcycle col-
lided with a trailer truck on
Thursday, policesaid. Thetrailer
collided coming from the oppo-
sitedirectionand theimpact was
sosevere that the riders died on
the spot, the officer said. PTI

ANDHRA PRADESH CAPITAL REGION Ilﬂ![llPMEl" AUTHORITY
, Andhra Pradesh,

Ra,apum Amaravati-52;

Hrs, Tachnical

bidopering 17.07.2026.8 16.00 Hrs. Forfuther

and www crda.ap govin

Sd!- COMMISSIONER, APCRDA, AMARAVATI

For tender detals and its terms & conditions,

P k‘
HIMACHAL PRADESH
STATE AGRICULTURAL MARKETING BOARD

Tender Notice

Name of work: Operation, Maintenance & Transfer (OMT) of CA store at Parala and
farm lovel infrastructure at Kharapathar, Shimia Hi Pradesh.

Bid submission start da 08.07.2026 at 15:00 HRS

Last date of bid 21072026 111 15:00 HRS

Exccutive Engi

No. HMB-EC-11/92-Vol-XI- 1843, Dated: 09/06/2026

please visit hitps:/h

1.
(On behalf of HPSAMB)

Directorate of Urban Administration &
Development
Technical Cell, Indravati Bhawan,
Nava Raipur (C.G.)
e-Procurement Tender Notice

Main Portal: http://eproc.egstate.gov.in
Notice Inviting Tender (5th Call)

NIT No:-/TC/UAD/2026-27/504911
[SN[ System
Tender

|| No.

Name of Work/Description of Work

Raipur Dated:- 06/07/2026

1194933

Establisfunent and Operation of Water Testing Laboratory
for Centralized State Level. (5th Call)

The Delmls can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the
G

of  Chhattisga

e- Portal  http://

eproc.cgstate.gov.in 08.07.2026 Time 17.30 Hours. (IST) on wards. &
Last date for Online Bid Submission is 20.07.2026, Up to 17:30 Hours.
Physical envelope containing original FDR and affidavit shall reach to
this office on or before 22.07.2026, 16:30 Hours by speed post only.
For more details on the tender and bidding process you may please visit

the above-mentioned portal.
Note:-

1. All eligible/interested contractors are mandated to get enrolled on

stat

e portal

Contractors can contact Help Desk for any Clarification of their
doubts regarding the process of Electronic Procurement System. c-

Procurement system Help Desk,

Procurement system. M/s Mjunction Service Ltd. on Help Desk Toll

free No. 1800 258 2502 or email helpdesk.eproc@ cgswan.gov.in.

>

2. Manager, Chhattisgarh Infotech

(CHIPS) on Tel. 0771-4014158 or email: pro-chips@nic.in

No. 262701957/4

1. The Service Integrator of e-

& Biotech Promotion Society

Sd/-
Chief Engineer
Urban Administration &
Development Nava Raipur

New Delhi
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Lawrence gang
targeted cultural,
politicaland
business leaders
inIndia: US DoJ

DivyaA
New Delhi, July 9

NOT ONLY Khalistani separ-
atist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, who
was gunned down in Canadain
2024, the United States Depart-
mentof Justiceindictmentalso
held the Lawrence Bishnoi
gangresponsible for other inci-

INDUS RIVER SYSTEM

Rainfall in eastern river basins
down 20% since 1951: Study

Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, July 9

IN THE first-of-its-kind assess-
ment of the impact of climate
change on water availability in
the Indus river system, a new
study has revealed that the
catchment areas of the three
eastern rivers — Ravi, Beas and
Sutlej — saw a 20 per cent de-

dents, i ingatthe

cline in ion in the

residence of actor Salman
Khan, threats issued to Punjabi
actor and singer Gippy Grewal,
and “ordering and directing”
the murder of singer Sidhu
Moosewala (Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu).

“Acts of violence committed
by members and associates of
the Bishnoi organised crime
group, or OCG, often targeted
prominent cultural, political,
and business leaders in India
and diasporacommunities out-
side of India,” US DoJ indict-
ment says.

It further stated that “the

period between 1951 and 2024.
Ontheotherhand, rainfallin
catchment areas of three west-
ernrivers — Indus, Jhelum and
Chenab — was largely stable,
with only a6 per cent reduction
observed over the same period,
“which is statistically non-sig-
nificant”, the study has found.
The findings are relevant in
viewof India’sargumentthat the
Indus Waters Treaty with Pakis-
tan, which governs the sharing
of waters of the Indus basin be-
tween the two countries, needs
toberenegotiated toaccount for
new ground realities created by

group had claimed -
ity through an interview with a
media outlet for ordering and
directing the murder of SSS, a
prominent Indian singer and
rapper who was murdered on
May 29, 2022, in Mansa, Pun-
jab,” the US DoJ says.

This is most likely a refer-
ence to noted Punjabi singer
and Congress leader Sidhu
Moosewala (Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, orsss.)

“Between 2022 and 2026,
Bishnoi announced, on
multiple occasions, his inten-
tion to murder SK, a well-
known Indian actor and televi-
sion  personality,” the
indictment said. According to
sources, this is a reference to
actor Salman Khan, whose resi-
dencewasunderattackin April
2024, besides the security
breach on his filmset. The gang
has been continuously
threatening the actor, primarily
due to the 1998 blackbuck
poaching case.

“Members and associates of
the Bishnoi OCG used these
and similar claims to promote
the enterprise and instil fear in
the public, including to extort
members of the public based
on fear of the Bishnoi OCG,”
says the DoJ.

On November 25, 2023, de-
fendant Bishnoi claimed re-
sponsibility for ashooting that
occurred on November 24,
2023, in Vancouver, Canada, at
the residence of RG, a promi-
nentIndian actorand singer, in
anonline post to Facebook that
warned, in Punjabi, “noone can
save you from us,” it says.

This is understood to be a
reference to Punjabi
actor/singer Rupinder Grewal,
or Gippy Grewal, as shots were
fired outside his house on the
same date in Vancouver.

1d other factors
like demographic changes.
‘Under the treaty, the waters of
the three eastern rivers have
been fully allocated to India,
while that of the three western
rivers are mostly meant for use
by Pakistan.

Afterth rorat-

Thefindingsare
relevantinview of
India’sargument

thattheIndus Waters
Treatywith
Pakistan...needs tobe
renegotiatedto
account fornew
groundrealities
createdbyclimate
changeand other
Jfactorslike
demographicchanges

tacklastyear, Indiahad declared
that it had put the treaty “in
abeyance”, meaningitnolonger
considered itself bound by its
Pprovisions.

Ithasrepeatedly maintained
thatthe treaty would remain “in
abeyance” until Pakistan
“credibly and irrevocably” ab-
juresitssupport for cross-border
terrorism But much before this
incident, in2023and 2024, India
hadserved morethan onenotice
to Pakistan seeking a “review
and modification” of the treaty.
India had argued that popula-
tion pressures, changesinwater
demand, need for accelerated
dewe of clean energy,

and changesin water availability
due to climate-induced pro-
cesses had brought about “fun-
damental and unforeseen
changes in circumstances” that
required suitable modifications
tobe madein the 1960 treaty.

Pakistan has not responded
tothese notices.

The latest study is the first
data-based evidence to support
the argument that water avail-
ability and the flow in the rivers
had been substantially altered
over the decades due to climate
change. The study was carried
outby Vimal Mishra, a professor
of Civil Engineering at IIT-Gan-

i and oneof India's lead-
ing researchers on hydrology
and the impact of climate
change on water resources, and
his colleague Urmin Vegad. It is
due for publication in a peer-re-
viewed international journal.

The study also found sig-
nificant depletion of ground-
water in the Sutlej and Ravi
sub-basins. The groundwater
situation in the Chenab, Jhe-
lum and Indus basins was
found to be relatively better,
“possibly reflecting limited ag-
ricultural use, lower population
density, or higher recharge
from snowmelt and precipita-
tion”. The study found a “pro-
nounced decline"inannual in-

flow of water in the reservoirs
of major dams on the eastern
rivers like Pong, Bhakra and
Thein. The reservoir of Pong
dam, forexample, saw adecline
of nearly 34 per cent in annual
inflows between 1951and 2020.
The major reservoirs in Pakis-
tan, onthe other hand, were not
substantially affected. Flows
into Mangla and Tarbela dams,
two of the biggest in Pakistan,
bothbuiltonthe westernrivers,
remained mostly stable, with
very minor declines.

“Most of these changes are
due to natural causes. Maybe,
groundwater depletion is man-
made. Butothersareallaresult
of natural variabilities. And
thesedoalter thesituation that
existed in1960 when the Indus
‘Waters Treaty was signed,”
Mishratold The Indian Express.

The study says these larges-
cale changes may make the
treaty unsustainable in the long
run. “The treaty was designed
in the mid-20th century amid
hydro-climatic conditions that
differ remarkably from the re-
cent period. Since the forma-
tion of the treaty, the Indus
River Basin has undergone
substantial hydro-climaticand
geopolitical changes that have
led to questions about its long-
term sustainability,” it says.

21dead as Surat gets 30% of season’s annual
rainfall in one week; 4,100 shifted to camps

Kamal Saiyed
Surat, July 9

THE HORRORS of the 2006
floods returned to Surat with
bodies of people who had gone
missing following record rainfall
earlier this week began to sur-
face when the floodwaters
started receding.

According to Surat city po-
lice, at least 21 persons died on
‘Tuesday and Wednesday with 11
bodiesrecovered onasingle day
from the creek area including
that of two brothers and a one-
and-half-year-old girl. Police
said the numbers could rise.

Thecity recorded 30 percent
oftheseason'sannual rainfall in
aweek, Surat Municipal Com-
missioner M Nagarajan had said.
Nearly 3,600 people had been
rescued and 4,100 shifted to re-
lief centres since Monday.

Amir Ansari, a resident of
Sanjarnagar in Unn area of the
city, lost his two sons — Harun
(21) and Faruk (18) in the floods.
Their residential society was
submergedand thebrothershad
gone missing while returning
fromworkon Wednesday night.

“Amir tried to contact them,
butit kept getting disconnected

Hussain, whoreplied that Faruk
and Harun had left a couple of
hours before. I called the police,
who carried out a search oper-
ationinthenight, butthey failed
tolocate them...”

“Ihavelost my twogrownup
children and I am deeply
pained. Harun got engaged and
hewastoget married nextyear,”
aninconsolable Ansari said.

Inanother incident, Dindoli
police teams found three bodies
at Gurudutt point on Wednes-
day evening and sent them to
New Civil Hospital.

People use a boat to cross a waterlogged area following heavy rain,
in Surat, on Thursday. p1i

after which he informed the Sa-
chin police station,” said police.

Police carried out a search
operationinresidential societies
near Sanjarnagar, but could not
locate them. The bodies of An-
sari brothers were found Wed-
nesday from the neighbouring
society, floating in flood waters.

Ansari, a property broker,
told The Indian Express,

Kerala student murdered in Uzbekistan,
classmate held; kin allege conversion bid

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
July9

A MEDICAL student from Ke-
ralawaskilled in Uzbekistan, al-
legedly by her classmate, also
from the state. The victim's
family has further alleged in a
police complaint filed in Kerala
thatshewas beingforced intore-
ligious conversion.

The victim was identified as
Sawariya Basanth, 21, from Ha-
rippad in Alappuzha district.
Shewasa first-year medical stu-
dent at Bukhara State Medical
Institute in Uzbekistan.

Sadarul Anam, 22, from Pu-
lamanthol in Malappuram dis-

Minister: Gujarat
man provoked
lion before attack

Ahmedabad:A lion attack that
killed a man occurred after he
and his friends provoked thelion
when it was mating, according
toauthorities.
Theincidentoccurredinare-
serve forest area outside Gir
Sanctuary in Amreli’s Liliya ta-
luka on Wednesday. The victim
was identified as Sohil Munja-
war, 21, from Amreli town.
Forest and Environment
Minister Arjun Modhwadiasaid,
“There is a reserve forest area
outside Gir Sanctuary and near
Antaliyavillagein Amreli. Three
youngstershad gonetheretosee
lions illegally. Due to provoca-
tion, one of them died following
anattackbyalion.” ENS

trict, is accused of killing Sawa-
riyalast Friday and wasarrested
soonafter theincident.
Sawariya’s body has been
brought back to Kerala, wherea
second postmortem was con-
ducted Thursday following a
complaint from her family. The
body was cremated later in the
day. Police in Kerala's Harippad
have registered a murder case
based onacomplaint filed by Sa-
wariya's father, Basanth, who is
employed in Kuwait.
Harippad SHO V Vishnu
said, “We have registered a case
under section 103 (murder) of
BNS. Weareyet toget official de-
tails of the crime from law en-
forcement agencies in Uzbekis-

tan. The postmortem conducted
in Alappuzha medical college
has prima facie indications of
physical assault. We will exam-
inethelegalstandingofthe case
registered in Kerala forthe crime
recorded in Uzbekistan.”

Basanth’s relative, Janeesh,
has said that Sadarul had been
“forcing Sawariya to convert”.

“Her classmates had in-
formed us that she was physi-
cally assaulted many times. He
had been forcing her toget con-
verted, but she resisted it,” Ja-
neesh said.

Police said the family, in its
complaint, had also raised the
allegation of an attempted
forced conversion.

“Around 6 pmonJuly 7, mysons
told me that they are returning
homealongwith their colleague
Hussain Pathan, whois also a
resident of Unn... Faruk called
me up at 7.30 pm after reaching
Hussain houseand told me that
they are on way to our house. I
told themtowait till the water re-
ceded, but they refused. Asthey
did not turnup till9 pm, I called

n Wed , police re-
covered the bodies of two mi-
nors, drowned in the Pandesara
areain separate incidents.

Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel, along with Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghavi and
Union Minister CR Patil, helda
meeting at the integrated com-
mand and control center in
Surat’s Althan to review the
flood situation. In a post on X,
the CM said, “To prevent the re-
curring flood situation in Surat,
the state government will allo-
cate Rs 500 crore for long-term
planning and the permanent
resolution of the issue through
creekdevelopment.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that M/s. Arihant Urban Space
Private Limited has been accorded Environment Clearance from SEIAR,
Uttar Pradesh, vide EC |dentification No. EC25B3B13UPSTIOS5TN,
proposal no. SIA/UP/INFRAZ/558358/2025 and File Mo. 1097710185
dated 12.06.2026 for Proposed Group Housing Project at Plot No. GH-1,

PROCLAMATION

(Under Section 84 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023)

‘Whereas a Proclamation Order has been issued by Sh. Jitendra
Partap Singh, Special Judge. NDPS Act, Patiala House Courts,

New Delhi, in NCB Case No. VIII/54/DZU/2020, under
Sections 8(c), 21 of the NDPS Act, 1985, vide Order dated
25.05.2026, against accused Baser Ahmad Tajik S/o Fazal
Ahmad R/o H.No.- J-330, Old Seemapuri, Delhi. Whereas the
said accused has absconded/is concealing himself and has failed
to appear before the Hon’ble Court despite issuance of warrants.

WILDLIFE PANEL CONSTITUTION HEARING

“Tendency to treat statutory
bodies as extension of govt
arm’: HC pulls up Centre

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, July 9

THE DELHI High Court Wed-
nesday pulled up the Centre for
“treatingevery statutorybodyas
an extension of the govern-
ment'sarm”while hearinga peti-
tion by former bureaucrats and
others, flagging the Standing
Committee of the National
Board of Wildlife (SC-NBWL) has
been constituted in contraven-
tion of statutory provisions and
has been “stamp-approving”
proposalsatan “alarming” rate.

The PIL, filed by 10 people,
including retired Indian Forest
Serviceand IAS officers, wildlife
conservationists,and anon-vol-
untary organisation working in
conservation, has flagged that
the SC-NBWL “has been reck-
lessly permitting proposals for
diversion of Protected Areas”
withover 97% of the project pro-
posals considered by the SC-
NBWL between 2014 and 2026
receivingapproval.

Abench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Kariaon Wednesdaysoughtare-
sponse from the government in
four weeks’ time.

Addressing the counsel rep-
resenting the government, CJ
Upadhyaya orally remarked
duringthehearing, “...If what the
(petitioners’ lawyer) says is cor-

rect...see the compositionofthe  completely contrarytothe ethos
Board... highest level function-  and rationale behind the forma-
aries of the country are tionofthe Committee”

members, and if the (Wildlife ThePILalsohighlighted that

Act provisions) says Standing
committee will be constituted by
the Board, not the government,
can’'t you differentiate simply
between a statutory board and
the functions of government?”
He said, “Board is an entity
distinct and separate from the

the SC-NBWL has approved
various projects, “prioritising
economic benefits over long-
term environmental impacts”.
The petitionerscited thatthe
SC-NBWL, reconstituted in
2026, in its very first meeting
held on March 21 this year, con-

governmententity;itcannotact — sidered 52 proposals. Ofthese, 28
asagovernment department.  werecleared, whichis “apoorre-
There is atendency ...treating  flection of the functioningofthe

every statutory body as an ex-
tension of the government's
arm. That is not the scheme of
this Act. There is a purpose be-
hind creating such an auton-
omous independent statutory
body or a board or commis-
sion...you cannot usurp every
power. Itisalarming...”
Accordingtothe petitioners,
the statutory requirements for
constituting the committee,
which s expected tobe aninde-
pendent body, has not been
complied withsince the govern-
ment changed at the Centre in
2014. The petitioners also high-
lighted that the committee,
which has a mandate to pro-

SC-NBWL, which should been-
suring that the last remaining
Protected Areas of the country
are free from all sources of de-
struction and fragmentation,”
theyadded.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi serves as the ex-officio
chair of NBWL, the Board con-
stituted under the Wildlife Act.
Morethan 10 years after assum-
ing office, PM Modi chaired his
first-ever meeting of the NBWL
in March this year. Apart from
denotifying protected areasand
eco-sensitive zones, as well as
permitting petrochemical and
mining projects in such areas,
the standing committee, in just

mote conservationand develop 12 meetings held between 2024
wildlife, has been taking deci- ~ and 2026, “has recommended
ionsand i thatare 187 for establishing

“beyond its mandate and juris-
diction under the Act and are

mobile towers in Protected
Areas,” petitionershavealleged.

Jitu Patwari’s brother named in
drug probe, political storm erupts

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, July 9

THE ARREST of two alleged

against him,” the officer said.
The DCPsaid preliminary in-

terrogation of the accused re-

vealed they were goingtodeliver

drugpeddlersinIndore hastrig-

theconsij of

geredapolitical row after police
claimed that one of the in-
tended recipients of the seized
narcotics was Nana Patwari, the
brother of Madhya Pradesh
Congress president Jitu Patwari.
Addressing the media, Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police
Narendra Rawat said, “Rajen-
dra Nagar police arrested Irfan
Khan alias Golu Chanderi and
Rani Bhai, and 10.8 grams of
brown sugar was recovered
from their possession. The pro-
cess of registeringa case against
both accused is underway.”
“During interrogation, the
accused disclosed that the seized
narcotic substance was meant
for two persons, one of whom is
Nana Patwari, Wealsoexamined
his criminal record and found
that Nana Patwari has nine pre-
vious criminal cases registered

totwoindividuals named Nana
Patwari and Manav Gangwani.
Police have not publicly dis-
closed whether Nana Patwari
has been arrested in the case.
Probe is underway to verify the
claims made during the ac-
cused'sinterrogation and estab-
lish the alleged supply chain.
The police action drew a
sharp political response from
Jitu Patwari, who alleged that
hisbrother had been taken into
custody without prior intima-
tion and accused the BJP gov-
ernment of using law enforce-
ment to settle political scores.
In apost on X addressed to
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav,
Patwariwrote, “The Indore Po-
lice have taken my brother into
custody without informing us,
sending the political message
that the BJP is now taking re-

'venge. Anyone who raises their
voice against the government
or the Chief Minister will be si-
lenced through the use of law.”

Patwari further alleged he
had anticipated “false legal ac-
tion” against him and his family
because of what he described as
government’s personal ven-
detta.” “We will neither be in-
timidated nor bow before
politicsdriven by legal pressure.
Instead, we will continue fight
with greater resolve,” he said.

Senior Congress leader
Vivek Tankha said he was “in-
formed by Jitu Patwari that the
Indore Police suddenly ar-
rested his younger brother
without informing him of any
offence and did not inform the
Patwari family where he had
been taken.”

“Iurge the DGP, the Indore
Police Commissioner and the
Indore Divisional Commis-
sioner not to create a situation
that could become troublesome
in the future,” Tankha said.

NATIONAL SPORTS UNIVERSITY,

IMPHAL, MANIPUR

(A Central University)
Government of India, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

7
Aaaeliy,
Aot

F. No. 11/NSU/EST-POST(CS)/2026

Date: 10/07/2026

ENGAGEMENT FOR THE CONTRACTUAL POSTS

Advt. No. 13/2026

National Sports University, Imphal, Manipur, invites applications from eligible
candidates for appointment to the following posts on contractual basis.

Whereas the said accused has himself
and has failed to appear before the Hon'ble Court despite
issuance of warrants.
Notice is hereby given that the said accused is directed to appear
before the Hon’ble Court on or before 03.09.2026, failing which
he shall be declared a Proclaimed Offender and proceedings
shall be taken against him as per law.
This proclamation is published for general information of the
public in compliance with the directions of the Hon'ble Court.
By Order
Sd/-
Jitendra Partap Singh
Special Judge, NDPS

Act Patiala House Courts, Delhi
CBC-19126/11/0041/2627

SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANT 'C' (NUCLEAR MEDICINE)
CIENTIFIC ASSISTANT ‘B’ (INFORMATION
' TECHNOLOGY - PROGRAMMER)
11 SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANT ‘B’ (RADIATION ONCOLOGY)
Online registration of applications made available from
01.07.2026 to 01.08.2026.
Last date for online application is 01.08.2026 up to 05.30 p.m.
(Indian Standard Time)
For more details visit our website: https://tme.gov.in and click
“Careers” Advt. No: 02/2026
It is mandatory to submit ONLINE application only.
Any addendum or corrigendum to this advertisement
will be uploaded on above websitconly,

Chief Administrative Officer, HBCH&RC, Visakhapatnam.
CBC 48155/11/0003/2627

updates.

CBC 47116/12/0004/2627

Sector-220, Yamuna Expressway, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh TEACHING POSTS
by M/s Arihant Urban Space Pyt Ltd. Copies of said Environment Sl. Name of Post Number Subject Department
(learance letterisavailable on the website of Ministry of Environment, No. of Posts
Forestand Climate Changeat www.pariveshnicin 1 éssflstant 01 Athletics Sports Coaching
rofessor
2 Assistant o1 Shooting Sports Coaching
@ TATA MEMORIAL CENTRE Professor
HOMI BHABHA CANCER HOSPITAL AND 3 Assistant o1 Weightlifting | Sports Coaching
RESEARCH CENTRE VISAKHAPATNAM, Professor
ANDHRA PRADESH A - -
4 Inoid Institution undor 4 Assistant 01 Badminton Sports Coaching
of Atomic Energy, Government of India Professor
5 Assistant 03 Physical Physical Education
Advt. No: TMC/VIZAG/AD/02/2026 01.07.2026 Professor Education
POSITIONS AVAILABLE . 1
Homi Bhabha OHS 10d»§ . Ceatre, Visaidhspataam A writ o] 6 Assistant 01 Sports Sports Psychology
omi Bhabha Cancer Hospital and Research Centre, Visakhapatnam A unit of
Tata Memorial Centre (TMC) invites applications for the following posts: - me.essor Psychology )
S, NO NAME OF THE POST 7 Assistant o1 Sports Sports Physiology
T |MEDICAL OFFICER ‘F’ (RADIODIAGNOSIS) Professor Nutrition and Nutrition
2 MEDICAL OFFICER “E” (MEDICAL GASTROENTEROLOGY)
3 MEDICAL OFFICER “E” (NUCLEAR MEDICINE) NON'TEACHING POSTS
4 IMEDICAL OFFICER *D’ (GENERAL MEDICINE)
= INEDICAT FIYSICRT D SI.No. Name of Posts Number of Posts
6 |SCIENTIFIC OFFICER ‘D’ (QUALITY) 1 Junior Engineer (Civi|) 01
7 SCIENTIFIC OFFICER ‘D’ (PHYSIOTHERAPY) - - -
8 (OFFICER-IN-CHARGE (DISPENSARY) 2 PUbIIC Relatlons Oﬁlcer 01
9

Detailed notification is available on the University website (www.nsu.ac.in).
The interview will likely be held on short notice, and the date will be notified
later. The last date for submission of the duly filled-in application form, either
by post or by hand, is 09/08/2026.
Submission of the hard copy of the application form, along with all
supporting documents, is mandatory. Applications received only through
email without the corresponding hard copy shall not be considered.

Candidates are advised to check the University website regularly for
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INVOLVES USALL NCASABLANCA, Humphrey Bogart  even a partial narrowing of it would dwarf thest along: India and the UK signed the  plus of roughly $7 billion in the 2000s, $22

Aglobal crackdown
and a chance for India

HEMULTI- agencyoperatron carried outby federal law
enforcementagenci untries, with net-
‘worksspanning continents, against transnational crime
syndicates, is welcome. India has actively cooperated

in the investigations. The findings also vindicate Delhi’s long-
held stand that it had norolein terror cells operating abroad. For
years, the Indian establishment had 1with allegations
that it was involved in the assassination of Khalistani separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Surrey in June 2023. The killing, and the
publicsmear campaign by the then Justin Trudeau government,
plunged bilateral ties into a deep freeze. Now, public statements
by senior officials of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, the
agency whose investigations were eatlier cited to cast suspicion
onthe Indian security establishment, reflect the maturity of the
new Canadian leadership under Prime Minister Mark Carney. He
has moved not merely to mend relations between the two coun-
tries but to fast-track cooperation in trade and education. Cana-
dian universities were long the preferred destmatron for many
Indianstudents, buttt upted theedu-
cational exchange. The newsignals from Ottawashould provide
afreshimpetus to people-to-people ties.
Operation Hard Ball hasal reach

of criminal syndicates targeting the Indian diaspora not only in
Canadabut alsointhe US, Europeand Australia. Indran security
\gthefirsttopointtotk

tween organised crime and terror networks. This convergence
enabled separatist groups to finance and sustain their agenda,
while forcing security agencies to confront syndicates dealing
simultaneously in drugs, terror and separatism. Extortion calls,
onceassociated with Mumbai’sunderworld of ab; have

nexusbe-

observes that the problems of “three

little people don’t amount to a hill of

beansin this crazy world”. Trade pol-

icyisnotcinema, butthelineapplies
‘with some precision to India’s current di-
plomatic enthusiasm for free trade agree-
ments. Its recent trade deals with the EU
and the UK and an earlier one with Japan
have been widely celebrated, underlining
the openness to global commerce. The cel-
ebrations are not entirely misplaced. But
thearithmetic suggests India may be cheer-
ingforthe hill of beans while the mountain
stands unclimbed.

‘The mountain is the United States. For
the period 2020-25, India’s annual goods
trade surplus with America averaged ap-
proximately $42 billion. India’s combined
goods trade surplus with the EU, the UK,
and Japan together was approximately $12
billion. The ratio is roughly 4 to 1in favour
ofthe US. One country, notrade agreement,
nearly four times the commercial benefit of
three large partners and three “celebrated”
trade deals. This is the number that should
beatthe centre of India’strade strategy con-
versation. It is emphatically not.

The US surplus is not an accident. It re-
flects India’s genuine comparative advan-
tages in pharma generics, software-adjac-
ent electronics assembly, and skilled
labour-intensive goods. An India-US FTA
that zeroes remaining tariffs on these cat-
egories would cement demand for Indian
exports. Afull deal cuts both ways too, open-
ing India’s market wider to American agri-
culture, energy, and defence goods, so the
$42billi pluswill notsimply hold. But

become the preferred weapon of criminal syndicates to terrorise
Indians settled abroad. While victimising fellow Indians, these
networks havealsotarnished the reputation of the diaspora, often
by exploiting vulnerable students as foot soldiers.

‘The operatic N opportunity he Indian dias-
porasafer. Itis also a chance for India to dismantle the domestic
gangsand extortion rackets that are increasingly targeting busi-
nessmen across parts of the country. The message should be un-
ambiguous. Youngsters lured by the glamour of gang culture
must realise that the path leads not to power or prosperity but to
prison or deportation. Syndicates that once appeared untouch-
ableare now being hunted across jurisdictions. India must seize
this moment to ensure that organised crime ceases to be a lu-
crative enterprise, and is seen for what it really is — a high-risk,
zero-reward proposition.

Don’tlet the rowdy
politician get away

HESHIV Sena (Eknath Shinde) hasdone the right thing

inadmonishingits corporator, Ramesh Mhatre, for the

assaultondoctorsand medical staff of a Thane munici-

palhospital afteravideo of the incident wentviral. The
altercation reportedly arose over the treatment of a patient on
Monday. Attimes, tempers do run high in hospitals with patients
and their families contending with overcrowded and oftenun-
hygienic, facilities. But Mhatre* di only
becauseit’san assaulton medical professionals but alsoan abuse
of his official position. Residents approach their municipal rep-
resentatives over a host of everyday civic concerns. Their effec-
tivenessliesin responding with empathy, escalating complaints
forredressal, and demanding public accountability. A corporator
should never intimidate or browbeat officials when they are dis-
charging their duties. Mhatre’s arrest on Wednesday has, there-
fore, sent the right message — Maharashtra’s Mahayuti govern-
ment, of which the Shinde Sena is a part, will not treat
high-handedness with impunity.

Foratleast three decadesssince its formation in 1966, the Shiv
Senacultivated a politics that was seen toencourage directaction
evenat the cost of transgressing the rule of law. While upholding
Marathi pride was the party’s avowed objective, parochialism
oftenslipped intoshows of force and violence. Whel.herm enfor—
cingbandhs, interveninginlocaldispt
the Sena projected itself as an organisation willing to bypass in-
stitutions in favour of a rough politics. However, as the party as-
sumed greater responsibilities ingovernment, it sought to present
itselfasamature political outfit capable of administering complex
publicinstitutions.

Shiv Sainiks, though, have not completely abandoned their
ways of yore. After the party split in 2022, cadresloyal to Uddhav
Thackeray reportedly vandalised the offices of the rival Shinde
faction. In March last year, workers of the Shinde Sena ransacked
aMumbai auditorium, where comedian Kunal Kamra had taken
ajibeagainst theirleader. The Mahayuti government, which often
makes developmental initiatives its calling card, can ill afford to
allow such acts of intimidation to become normalised. It must
ensure that Wednesday’s action is not an isolated response but
the standard for dealing with the abuse of political power.

The bees and the birds,
like us only

MONG THE elements that constitute the Homo sa-

piens’self-definition, thereis onethatis often ignored.

Human beings have an unending capacity for narcis-

sistic conceit. The “innerlife”, ithaslongbeen believed,

is the province of very few animals. With reluctance, people ac-

knowledge that “higher mammals” — elephants, primates, dol-

phins and some whales — are worth empathy. For lowly insects,

though, the fascination is rarely with the individual. The ant col-

ony and beehive are marvellous for their complexity, but the ant
and the bee are merely constituents ofa collecLive

Itturnsout thatbehind their bealot

more complex than people thought. A paper published in the

Pr incer-

bt ingl

ttocertain imi-
lar ways to some mammals, including human babies — they
seem to like sugar water, and retreat from saltiness. Researchers
concluded that bees may have a “subjective inner state”.

Bees are ready to join the growing ranks of smart non-mam-
‘mals. Corvids — crows, ravens, etc — use tools, have moods and
likesand dislikes. Parrots and their kin have a propensity forlan-
guages. Perhaps it’s tough to see these creatures as close kin be-
causetheylooksodifferentand areseen only inlarge groups. But
then, asthe crow or the bee fliesand looks down, it mightjustlook
atacrowd of humans and not see people atall.

anythingonoffer from the EU, UK, or Japan
deals combined. And the bigger prize is not
goodsatall: It is market access for Indian IT
and professional services — a services ne-
gotiation, notamerchandise one.

These numbers cover only merchandise
goods trade. India exports $79 billion in
goods to the US annually and imports $37
billion, generating the $42 billion surplus.
These are not raw commodities but generic
pharmaceuticals (Indiasupplies roughly 40
per cent of US generic drug volumes), elec-
tronics including Apple’s iPhone as-
semblies now made in India, gems and
jewellery, engineering goods, and chemi-
cals. The US is India’s most important des-
tination for high-value, knowledge-inten-
sive manufactured exports.

The EU is India’s second-largest goods
trading partner. The country runs a sur-
plus of around $18 billion annually with
thebloc —real and growing, driven partly
by petroleum re-exports after Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine, and partly by pharma-
ceuticals and engineering goods. The EU-
India FTA matters: India pays 9-12 per cent
tariffs on textiles and garments
entering Europe, while Vietnam,
which signed an EU deal in 2020,
pays nothing —alegitimate griev-
ance and real opportunity. But
even agenerous estimate of what
the EU FTA adds to India’s goods
balance — perhaps $8-10 billion
annually at full implementation
— leaves the US surplus in a cat-
egorically different league.

The UK deal is the one fur-

SURJITS
BHALLA

For the period 2020-25,

annual goods trade surplus
with America averaged
approximately $42 billion.
India’s combined goods trade
surplus with the EU, the UK,
and Japan together was
approximately $12 billion

Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) in July 2025. It de-
livers duty-free access for 99 per cent of
India’s exports to the UK by value — but
India’s current goods surplus with the UK
isonly around $5 billion, a rounding error
next to the American number.

The Japan story is more cautionary.
Indiaand Japansigned the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
in 2011, with a trade target of $25 billion by
2014. India’s goods exports to Japan today
— 15 years on — are approximately $6 bil-
lion, and the trade balance has swung from
a small deficit at signing to a deficit of
roughly $11billion now. The CEPA removed
most tariffs; what it could not remove were
Japan’s formidable non-tariffbarriers. At the
July 2026 Modi-Takaichi summit, the two
sides agreed only to review and negotiate a
CEPAupgrade —acommitment totalk, not
anegotiated reduction in non-tariffbarriers.

There is also the China question, which
noneofthese deals addresses but whichno
serious discussion of Indian trade policy
can ignore. India’s goods trade deficit with
Chinareached approximately $99
billion in 2024-25 — a record, on
imports of $113 billion against ex-
ports of just $14 billion. The com-
bined surplus from all three of In-
dia’sagreements with EU, UK and
Japan would not cover an eighth
of that deficit.

Which brings us back to the
United States. The India-US goods
relationship has strengthened
every decade since 2000 — a sur-

India’s

billion in the 2010s, $42 billion now — with-
outasingle formal trade agreement, asign
of how much more could be achieved with
one. An India-US agreement covering
goodsand services —withstable, near-zero
tariffs across pharmaceuticals, electronics,
gems, and engineering goods, plus provi-
sions on IT services and professional mo-
bility — would be the most consequential
trade agreement India has ever signed,
servingits broader ambitions: An economy
more reliant on markets than bureaucrats,
on the growth path Viksit Bharat requires.
InIndia’s trade policy universe, the US re-
lationship is not one dealamongseveral. It
is the deal. The others are useful incre-
ments, this one a structural shift.

Given this, it's worth asking why the US
dealissodifficulttoachieve. Political econ-
omy supplies part of the answer: The likely
losersareinefficient Indian producers who
currently enjoy protection, and China, since
deeper US-India integration would rein-
force the global shift away from Chinese
manufacturing dominance.

In the end, Bogart gave up the hill of
beans and chose the larger cause. India’s
trade negotiators face aversion of the same
choice: Keep celebrating agreements that
improve the margin, or muster the political
will for the one that changes the game. The
arithmetic has been clear for some time.
The question is whether the strategy has
caughtup with it.

The writer is chairperson of the Technical
Expert Group for the first official Household
Income Survey for India. Views are personal
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To prevent this
kind of political
commerce, the
Tenth Schedule,
was introduced
in1985.1t
represented a
constitutional
acknowledg-
ment that the
buyingand
selling of
legislators goes
against the
ethos ofamulti-
party
democracy

signed to mediate, moderate or con-

strain executive power. These

institutions are now being subordi-
nated to the interests of a specific faction of
big capital, which is fused with the ideologi-
cal apparatus of Hindutva, which pursues
the idea of Hindu Rashtra. It is an ongoing
project of legal, electoral and territorial en-
gineering which is being materialised
through legislation that says one thing and
does another. It is also being established
through a sustained assault on constitu-
tional firewalls thatstand between asecular
republic and a theocratic state.

Since 2014, the ruling party’s political
apparatus has merged with a specific
cluster of corporate houses, in a relation-
ship of mutual reinforcement so dense that
the boundary between state and private
capital hasbecome, in critical sectors, func-
tionally invisible. Corporates that made
investments in the BJP are receiving
material returns in the form of public-sec-
tor disinvestment, rewriting of environ-
mental and land-acquisition clearance
norms, restructuring of the banking system
to absorb corporate debt, etc. Political
power itselfis being reorganised as returns
on corporate investment.

Acquisitions. Mergers. Hc
‘Terms used in corporate boardrooms have
been perfected by the BJPas the quick fix to
overcome electoral setbacks. It began with
the fall of state governments through the or-
ganised poaching and wholesale purchase
of elected Congress legislators in Madhya
Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Manipuretc. Latet,
the targets shifted to the NCP, SS, AAP and
TMC. The “future trading” in political
leaders has become so normalised that it
now barely registers as a scandal.

To prevent thiskind of wholesale politi-
cal commerce, the Tenth Schedule, also
known as the anti-defection law, was intro-
duced in 1985. Despite its loopholes, it rep-
resented a constitutional acknowledgment
that the buying and selling of legislators
goes against the ethos of a multi-party

. That ackno 1t has
nowbeen rendered ceremonial. The mech-
anism of “merger” —requiring two-thirds
ofalegislative party to defect —isbeingex-
ploited with clinical efficiency.

Speakers, governors and the Election
Commission are some of the constitutional
positions that were designed as counter-
‘weightsor referees. However, speakers, who
are the constitutional authorities charged
with deciding disqualification petitions,

NDIA IS currently witnessing a cap-
ture of every institution that was de-

Acquisition, merger, takeover —
corporate talkis BJPspeak

have discovered remarkable reserves of
procedural delay whenever the petitions
concerntheirown party’sbeneficiaries. The
partisan functioning of governors in states
like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, and
‘West Bengal has been documented. The EC
isthebody on whoseindependence the very
possibility of an electoral democracy rests.
But it has repeatedly refused to act on com-
plaints against the Prime Minister and the
Home Minister for speeches that, by any
reading of the Model Code of Conduct, con-
stituted communal appeals.

Now with the SIR exercise, the current
ECTI'slackof non-partisanshiplies furtherex-
posed. While upholding the legality of the
SIR exercise in its May 2026 judgement, cit-
ing Article 324, the Supreme Court directed
the ECItosend the names of those whowere
deleted on the grounds of doubtful citizen-
ship to the Union government for adjudica-
tion under the citizenship laws. This offi-
cially linked the electoral roll revision to
citizenship determination. The SIR deletes
names. The CAA offers a conditional rein-
statement to some who belong to the right
religion. The NRC is the eventual settling of
accounts. The ultimate goal of the SIR is be-
coming clearer.

The Places of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, prohibited the conversion
of any place of worship and directed that
thereligious character of every such place
as it stood on August 15, 1947, be main-
tained. In 2022, the Supreme Court said
during the Gyanvapi hearings that though
“conversion” of a place of worship is
barred by the Act, “ascertaining its relig-
ious character” is not. In practice, the dis-
tinction between “ascertaining” and “con-
verting” has proved to be illusory. The
RSS-BJP project requires an endless
supply of “disputes” to sustain communal
polarisation as an electoral resource.

Delimitation based on a skewed popu-
lation data will restructure the arithmetic
of Parliament in favour of the BJP’s core
states. The SIR purges the rolls of those
most likely to vote against the BJP — poor,
migrant, minority, marginalised. The
CAA offers a backdoor for religious sort-
ing. The assault on the 1991 Act generates
the communal charge that keeps the Hin-
dutva coalition together.

The CPI(M) and the Left are fighting for
thedefence of the constitutional framework
within which Lhe ‘working class, minorities
and ill organise, agi-
tate and alter the course of history.

The writer is general secretary, CPI(M)
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Washington’s
denial strategy
assumed that
withholding
technology
would preserve
itslead
indefinitely.
China’s answer
is that denial
accelerates
substitution,
fragmenting
the global stack
into parallel,
incompatible
ecosystems

Lessons froma Chinese
supercomputer

N JUNE 23, at the International Supercomputing

Conference, amachine almost no one had heard of

vaulted to the top of computing’s most-watched

scoreboard. LineShine, housed at the National

Supercomputing Centre in Shenzhen, clocked 2.198

fl the High Per Linpack k—more

than 20 per cent faster than the United States’ El Capitan at 1.809.

Itisthefirst Chi ntotopthe TOP500si: Tai-

huLight in 2017, and the first machine ever to cross two exaflops
usingonly general-purpose CPUs, no GPUs.

That last detail is the story. China did not win by buying the
best chips; it was barred from doingso. LineShine runs on a fully
domestic stack — custom 304-core LX2 processors built on the
Armarchitecture, a proprietary LingQi interconnect, the home-
grown LingKun platform and Kylin OS, across nearly 13.8 million
cores. Chinastopped submitting to the TOPS00 asthe US export
controlsbit; re-enteringitisadeliberate signal that the chokehold
did notworkas intended. The export controlssince 2022 triggered

‘ked sel iency drive. Chip self- 1cy, just33

astate-b g
per cent in 2024, is targeted at 80 per cent by 2030. TrendForce
expects domestic chips to supply half of China’s Al-chip market
in2026. Three toolmakers, Naura, AMECand ACM Research, en-
tered the global top 20 for the first time in 2025; Huawei's AI-chip
revenue is projected to jump 60 per cent to $12 billion.

This is the value-chain ascent in miniature: China climbing
from assembly into design, tooling, materials and architecture
—the high-margin, hard-to-replicate links where strategiclever-
agesits. For India, the moment is instructive. Launched in 2021
with aRs 76,000- -crore outlay, the India Semiconductor Mission

13 proj . The Tata—Powerchip
fab in Dholera, a Rs 91,000~crore, 28nm bet on 50,000 wafers a
‘month, anchors the effort, with first silicon due around 2028.

Three lessons can be drawn from this result. First, an eco-
system is not a fab: China’s edge came from depth across equip-
ment, materials, interconnects, software and design IPbuilt over
adecade. ISM 2.0’s refocus on equipment, materials and Indian
IP suggests the lesson is absorbed; execution is the test. Second,
designisleverage, up to half of value addition, and India already
hosts the R&D centres of Nvidia, Intel, Qualcomm and Texas In-
struments, a fabless strength that may pay faster than chasing
leading-edge fabs. Third, patient capital and talent win: With a
700,000-strongskillsshortage looming by 2030, the country that
trains engineers fastest compounds its advantage.

The: deepertakeawaylsgeopohncal Washington’sdenial strat-
egyassumed thatwithholdir gy would preserveitslead
indefinitely. China it denial o,
fragmenting the global stack into parallel, incompatible eco-
systems. For India, that fracturing is an opening: As multina-
tionals seek alternatives to China-Taiwan concentration, anon-
aligned, English-speaking Indiagrowsattractive, provided itdoes
not mistake assembly for autonomy.

LineShine’s lesson is not that China has won the computing
race. Itisthatadetermined state, denied the best tools, can build
adequate ones and weaponise the symbolism. Washington must
weigh whether controls that catalyse arival’s industrial policy are
worth their cost. New Delhi should read the result plainly: Sov-
ereigntyinsilicon is bought wi indigen-
ous IPand engineering talent, and not: subsrdres alone.
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The Digital Decades: On SOVearsuflhe Internetin India
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Violencein Ahmedabad

CSSinghdead

entand set fire to a state transport bus,
two jeeps and a furniture shop. The

July 10,1986
il Nl‘lk‘d. 80 hurt I

Abmedabad violenc

COMMUNAL VIOLENCE, which claimed
300 lives last year, raised its ugly head once
againin the Dariapur-Shahpur areas of the
walled city during the annual rath yatra pro-
cession, leaving 11dead and nearly 80
injured. Anindefinite curfew has been
clamped on the areas. Official sources said
the trouble began when the rath yatra pro-
cession passing through the Chandan
Talavdi locality in the Dariapur area was
subjected to heavy stone-throwing. The
processionists had to divert their route.
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THE UNION Petroleum Minister, Chandra
Shekhar Singh, who was undergoing
treatment at AlIMS for liver cancer, died.
He was 60. Singh, former CM of Bihar, was
admitted to the AIIMS on June 30.

200 held asrally turns violent

THE POLICE resorted to a lathi-charge to
disperse an unruly mob at a Haryana Sang-
harsh Samiti meeting. The agitators, who
were mainly from the Lok Dal turned viol-

New Delhi

Express photographer Karter Singh’s car
was also damaged. The police arrested
200 persons.

21killedin SriLanka

AUTHORITIES CLAMPED a curfew on the
northeastern city of Trincomalee after 21
people were reported killed in twoinci-
dents. Residents of the port city said that
six people, believed to be members of the
same Tamil family, were killed.
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ILLUSTRATION:

From Hormuz to
Malacca, Delhi must
draw the right lessons

uranium enrichment by Iran and free-
dom of navigation. Unless mediators like
Pakistan and Qatar can hammer out yet
another modus vivendj, the Islamabad
} peace process may have breathed its last

IL and the region risks sliding back into an
open-ended crisis.

These events show how quickly rising
¢ -an turn mariti
into geopolitical flashpoints, disrupting
shipping lanes and global supply chains.
Asinterstate competition grows, the abil-
ity to threaten these critical routes for
energy, trade, and commerce under-
mines economic stability and highlights
why a rules-based international order
must be urgently restored.

Closer to home, parallels are being
drawn between Hormuz and the Anda-
man and NicobarIslands, situated at the

% P 74
ARUN PRAKASH

S WASHINGTON finished
celebrating America’s 250th
Independence Day, millions

in Tehran, defying predic-

ions, filed past their slain Su-

preme Leader’s remains to pay homage.
The Strait of Hormuz, locked inavolatile
“strategic pause”, has now erupted inare-
newed spasm of extreme violence. The
tension and uncertainty that have be-
come inherent in the Persian Gulf vividly

Cities provide more opportunities for women to work. Why can so few women access them?

Not till cities reduce
time, safety, care costs

KANIKA MAHAJAN

HE LATEST PLFS city esti-

mates from the National Stat-

istics Office seem to offer a

hopeful story: India’s largest

cities provide women with
betterjobs. Inthe 46 million-pluscities, 65.1
per centofemployed women are in regular
salaried work, compared with 509 per cent
in urban India overall. Yet female labour
force participation in these cities isonly 25.5
per cent, lower than the urban average of
277 per cent. Big cities produce better jobs,
but the real question is why so few women
canaccess them.

It should not surprise us that big cities
have a higher share of salaried jobs. This is
the equilibrium outcome of thicker labour
markets. Large cities concentrate firmsand
utilitiessuch 100ls, hospitalsand busi-
ness services, along with more educated
workers. Among women, 294 per cent in
these cities have college-and-above educa-
tionagainst 25 per centinnon-metrourban
India. Once firms and skilled workers
cluster together, moresalaried work follows.

Nor is it surprising that employed
women inbigcitiesare concentrated insal-
aried jobs. Women place high value on non-
wage attributes such as predictable hours,
formal contracts, paid leave, safety, child-
care and transport. Research shows that
‘women’s participation rises with the expan-
sion of white-collar work, which offers
higherreturnsandsocial acceptability. Our
research similarly finds that larger firms
employ more women, likely because they
offer amenities like maternity benefits,
transport and paid leave.

The salaried-work statistic must there-
foreberead carefully, sinceitis conditional
on being employed. It tells us only that
among the minority of urban women who
make it into paid work, many select into
better jobs. It does not mean the city has
solved women’s employment problems. A
city where three-fourths of women remain
outsidethelabourforce cannot declaresuc-
cess because the one-fourth who work are
more likely to be salaried.

The same caution is needed in reading
theearnings numbers. On average, women
earn22.7 per cent less than men, an impor-
tantdisparity, but monthly earnings donot
account for hours worked. The PLFS data
show that women employed in salaried
workworkalmost 12.6 per cent fewer hours

per week than men. In bigger urban cities,
this hour gapisslightly larger, at around 14
per cent. A simple accounting exercise
shows that fewer hours explain almost 20
per cent of the earnings gap. Adding age,
education and occupation raises the ex-
plamedshareto just, 30 percent. Thelarger
point ble earnings pen-
alty for women persists irrespective of city
size, pointing to a more general problem of
gender discrimination.

The harder question is why female par-
ticipation islower in the largest cities than
inurban Indiaas a whole. One answer lies
in the geography of work, since women’s
employment is not just a wage decision.
Evidence from job-search behaviour
shows that women search closer to home
and are willing to trade off wages for
shorter commutes. Indian evidence on
urban mobility points the same way.
‘Women are far less likely than men tostep
out of the home on a given day, reflecting
safety, household responsibility, social
normsand weak transportsystems. Fewer
hours worked reflect similar constraints of
care, commuting and safety.

This helps explain why rural India has
historically shown higher female work par-
ticipation. Much rural work islow-paid and
informal, but agriculture and allied work is
often closer to home and easier tocombine
with domestic responsibilities. As work
moves from farmsto firms, non-agricultural
growth can exclude women in the absence
of safe transport, affordable childcare and
quality jobs.

The unemployment data also tell the
same story. Female unemployment (ages
15-59) is higher than male unemployment
everywhere, but the gender gap is larger in
the 46 bigcities, at 9.81 per cent for women
against 649 per cent for men, versus 9.07
and 6.36 per cent elsewhere. Big cities are
not merely places where women opt out.
They are also places where women looking
for work face a harder matching problem.

India’s urban agenda cannot treat
‘women’semployment as an automatic by-
pmduct ofgrowth Cmes need frequemand

Beyond childcare,
four other barriers

Roopa I(GDVA

HERE ARE two things worth
cheeringaboutinthelatest re-
port of the National Statistics
Office on India’s million-plus
cities. First, female labour
force participation has climbed from 19.8
per cent in 2017-18 to 27.2 per cent in 2025,
showing the sharpest gain of fany group.

spending time on a street without a clear
purpose. Women feel they must be doing
something legitimate to justify their pres-
enceinpublicspace. That'saverydifferent
problem fromsafety alone, and it’s one po-
licing can't fix. The answer is designing
cities that assume women are full partici-
pantsin publiclife —not those whoneed a
reason to be there.

Career progression: Even womenwho
clear the first two hurdles run into a third:
Theydon'triseattheratetheyenter.Only 5
percentof NSE-500 companies arewomen-
led. For years, the explanation hasbeen ma-
ternity breaks and caregiving. That nar-
rative istired and incomplete — it explains
some exlts, but not why so many women

Thesecond isentre in32of
the46 million-plus cities, more than 20 per
centofunincorporated establishments are
now runbywomen. Cities have become In-
dia’s biggest centres of opportunity for
women —and increasingly, itisn’t only the
big metros. In Surat, Vadodara and Pune,
40 per cent of unincorporated establish-
ments are run by women.

Both numbers deserve celebration, but
they come withacatch. Female LFPR, even
after this gain, is still barely a third of the
male rate of 759 per cent. Startlingly, de-
spite the shift in aspirations, nearly 70 per
centof womenoutside the labour forcesstill
cite childcare and home commitments as
the reason, proof that this is far from a
solved problem.

Forthe rest, however, four gaps explain
why the LFPR gap is not closing faster.
Every system that touches a woman’s
working life — how she gets to work,
whether she can occupy public space with
the same ease as men, whether she rises
once she’s in an organisation, whether a
bank or an investor will fund her — is de-
signed around a male default.

Mobility: For men, the labour market
beginsat the workplace. For many women,
it beginsmuch earlier —onthestreet, at the
busstop, at the trainstation. ORF’s Women
on the Move study found that over half of
‘women repon.ed expenencmgharassmem

on ort,and

ransport, | nectivit
slreet lighting, mixed-use neighbourhoods,
childcareand regulationsthat

ities easier for employers to provide. The
real lesson from the new data is that even
our best labour markets do not work for
‘women. Until cities reduce the time, safety
and care costs of taking ajob, they will con-
tinueto produce betterjobs without produc-
ing enough women workers.

ceive it as unsafe. Women also rarely have
linear commutes — their journeys are
“chained”,droppingchildrentoschool, ma-
nagingerrands, on the way to or back from
work—whileour transport systems are still
built around a simple home-to-office trip.
Iftransportisn’'t reliable, safe or built for how
‘womenactually move throughacity, labour
supply shrinksbefore anemployereversees
the candidate

The writer i
Economics at Ashoka Unlversrryand
Co-Lead for Employment at the
Isaac Centre for Public Policy

The deeper problem is
beyond the commute. Look at our public
spaces — you rarely see women simply sit-
ting in a park alone, lingering in a café, or

don'tprc leadership.

Alarge part of the answer is uncon-
scious bias. Successful women are often
less liked than successful men, because
traits like assertiveness and driving ac-
countability conflict with longstanding ex-
pectations that women be accommodat-
ingand nurturing. A firm view fromaman
reads as conviction; from a woman, as
sharp. Women are asked to deliver out-
comes whil inuously i one
and perception — and that shapes self-be-
lief and choices, sometimes uncon-
sciously. That iswhy, as one reportshowed,
menapply for roles when they meet 60 per
cent of the qualifications, while women
wait until they meet nearly all of them.

This is where the conversation usually
runs into a familiar objection — that sup-
porting women somehow means compro-
mising merit. Far from it. Promoting
women isn’t anti-merit; it’s how you ac-
tually give yourself the chance to uncover
moreofit. Organisations that effectively ex-
clude half the workforce aren’t protecting
standards. They’re narrowing them.

Funding: The fourth gap is capital.
‘Women-led MSMEs in India face a credit
gap of around 35 per cent, held back by in-
adequate collateral, lower property owner-
ship and financial literacy. Further up the
ladder: Less than 5 per cent of India’s VC
funding goes to start-ups with a woman
founder. Partof the reason is pitch-roomdy-
namics. Studies have shown that investors
ask women founders more “prevention”
questions — about risk, safety, what could
go wrong — while men are asked “promo-
tion” questions, about growth and scale.

Cities have opened a door for women
that didn’t exist a decade ago. But walking
through it still means clearinga commute,
apublic square, a boardroom and a bank.
Until all four are rebuilt for her, closing the
gap with men will take far longer than it
needsto.

The writer headed Crisiland ONI

mouth of the Malacca Strait, as a fulcrum
of naval dominance in India’s eastern
waters. Coincidentally, a mega project
that envisages a deepwater port, an in-
ternational airport and a township on
Great Nicobar Island — a mere 90 miles
from the Indonesian port of Sabang — is
awaiting final government approval.
Proponents of this project claim that
apart from its economic benefits, the
project would bolster India’s regional se-
curity posture and act as a deterrent for
China’s maritime ambitions in the In-
dian Ocean region.

The Islamabad Memorandum of ‘While the absence of military fortifi-
Understanding (MoU), signed on June ~ cation of the Andaman and Nicobar
17, was intended to establish a 60-day Command has been a long-overdue
provisional ceasefire betweenthe US-Is-  lacuna, equating India’s potential lever-
rael coalition and Iran. As many feared,  age over Malaccawith Iran’stight grip on
the shaky agreement began to crumble  Hormuz could be misleading. Whereas

illustrate how geography can be weapon-
ised to hold the global economy and
world peace to ransom.

Violence had returned on June 25,
whenIran attacked a Singapore-flagged
merchant vessel that failed to comply
with its prescribed routeing instructions.
This was followed by a brief exchange of
air and missile strikes with US forces,
and a nominal pause in hostilities. The
pause was short-lived because each in-
terdiction by Iran of what it considered
“errant” merchantmen provoked a re-
taliatory US strike.

soon after its signing the Strait of Hormuzis a
under the weight of con- - short passage, domi-
flicting interpretations 4 nated by anarrow bottle-

and rigid positions neck between Iran and

adopted by all parties. Oman, the Strait of Ma-
On July 8, shortly lacca is a 1,100-Kilo-
after President Donald metre-long transit corri-

= dor, running between
| Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Singapore, which brook
noexternal interference.
Since Hormuz consti-
tutes the Persian Gulf’s
sole exit, its closure
means total maritime
isolation of the littoral
states. In the case of Ma-

Trump declared the
MoU “dead”, US Central
Command announced
onsocial media that “US
forces completed a new
round of offensive
strikes against Iran, hit-
ting over 80 targets... as
an immediate response
tolran’slatestattacks on
vessels transiting the Straitof Hormuz”.  lacca, there are alternative (albeit much
This is a dismaying indication that longer) routes available via the Sunda,
both trigger-happy nations are willing ~ Lombok and Ombai-Wetar Straits, con-
to risk the complete collapse of this  necting the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
fragile agreement. Given the vast ocean areas involved,
Atthe heart of the discord lies Article  interdiction or interference with interna-
5 of the MoU, which mandates thatIran  tional shipping via Malacca may be a
use its “best efforts” to ensure the safe  bridge too far, even for a major naval
passage of commercial vessels through ~ power. And yet there is no doubt that the
the Strait. Tehran views the MoU asrec- ~ 800-kilometre north-south geographic
ognition ofits authority toregulatetraffic ~ spread of the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
within its territorial waters, while Wash-  lands enables India to dominate the Bay
ington rejects this, insisting the Strait ~ of Bengal, and our naval strategists must
must be governed by the principlesoffree  draw all the right lessons about sea con-
“transit passage” guaranteed by the UN  trol, trade-warfare and blockades, from
Convention on the Law of the Sea. the ongoing Persian Gulf melodrama.
Israel had distanced itself from the ‘While maintaining alow-key posture
MoU, maintaining that the ceasefiredid ~ throughout this crisis, India has con-
not constrain its military operations ~ veyed unmistakable but unwarranted
against Hezbollah, and its forces con-  signs of a significant “tilt” in one direc-
tinued to wreak death and destruction  tion. In anticipation of the coming
well inside Lebanon. Given that the churn in regional geopolitics, India
deeper roots of this whole conflictliein  needs to grasp the earliest opportunity
Tel Avivand inIsrael’sunderlyingaims  torestore diplomatic balance in its long-
of eliminating Iran’s military and nu-  term national interest.
clear capabilities as well as its top leader- Given its cordial relations with all
ship, Iran’s possible response remains ~ three belligerents, New Delhi needs to
an imponderable of intense concernto  shed itsdiplomaticlassitude and leverage
the world. its moral and strategic weight to end the
Forlran, engagedinagrosslyunequal  ongoing violence, which could engulfits
conflict in which it has suffered tremen-  neighbourhood. India must remonstrate
dous devastation, accompanied by ex-  strongly with all parties to abandon reck-
treme economic hardship due to pro-  less brinkmanship, cease actions that
longed sanctions, the Strait is the final ~ threaten regional stability and world
strategic card left for it to play. Ahuge  peace, and returntothe negotiatingtable.
chasm persists between Iran’s demand ~ The Global South is watching us.
for security guarantees and economic re-
lief, and the US stipulations in respect of

[N
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The writer is a former Indian Navy chief

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

YASHEE

SBIHASanewad.Ihave multiple questions.
Thead says, “Your child will study mechan-
icalengineeringand thenstartayogastudio.
Get ready for life’s surprises with long-term
SIPs.” I duly sat down and thought about
long-term SIPs.

The more I thought, the more it left me
confused. Am I being asked to plan for my
retirement years because the yoga-instruc-
ting child won't be able to provide for me?
AmIsupposedtosavesoIcan fundheryoga
studio? Would the mechanical engineer
automatically have been the provider type?
Turning to the internet for an answer, I
searched “SBI mechanical engineer yoga
ad”. Turns out, other insurance firms have
similarofferings, and thereis quite aconver-
sation on the subject on social media. From

Spendonyour child'sfuture, drawaline

these, some common threads emerged.
There is the earnest “dignity and indepen-
denceinyoursilver years” framing. Thereis
the rather aggressive “spend on yourself,
don’tleave apenny for these ingrates” fram-
ing. Thereisthesappy “be the wind beneath
your children’s wings torever framing.

was to be spent in her service, every recom-
mendation ofwhat s “best” for her to be fol-
lowed, irrespective of the cost tome. Did not
workoutgreat. Iwastired, yes. Butmorethan
that, Iwas resentful and bitter.

Thankfully, I soon realised what my kid
needed most of all was a happy mother. A

ou dray ending

momwhocoulc 1ineenthusi-

money on your child, assuming money is
neither unlimited nor so limited as to make
such thought experiments unnecessary?
Millennial parentsareaconflicted lot. Weare
overflowing with good intentions, but not
quite sure where to direct them.

Theanswer, Irealise, islearnt early in par-
enthood. The same struggles you had about
time when your kid was a baby will be re-
peated with money when they are older.
‘Whatever worked for you then will work in
the future.

Itried being the martyr mom when my
daughter was born. Every waking moment
(and most moments were waking moments)

asm for playing with her, not just a sweaty
sense of duty. However, I do know friends
‘who can putupwithallsortsof hardshipsas
longasthey are meeting the standard of “re-
sponsible and dutiful” they have set for
themselves or inherited from their parents.
The same approach works for money.
Spend on your children till it doesn’t
make you resentful. Spend on them till the
point you can do so without expecting re-
turns. Spend out of duty if it makes you
happy, but remember, they have noobliga-
tion to feel the same sense of duty. Stop the
day youstart reminding them of how much
'you have spent. Instead, tell them that you

need tolookafter yourselftoo, and thisis all
the money you had for them. If that makes
themresentful, thatis for themto figure out.
‘And you have to make peace with their re-
sentment. Better to deal with someone
else’s resentment in reasonable comfort
than simmer yourself while also worrying
about money.

Our job is to educate them, equip them
for the world, teach them how to make
choices, and then stand back and watch
them make those choices. If the choices go
‘wrong, we can shelter them till they feel
brave enough to make new ones. Our job is
nottofund the choicesand then weighthem
down with our expectations. I would much
rather enrol in my kid’s yoga studio than
fund an expensive mechanical engineering
Master’sand expect her to pay for my medi-
cal expenses later.

The writer is senior assistant ediitor, The Indian
Express. yashee.s@indianexpress.com
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between visible corruption and mar-
ket-shaping favouritism deserves at-
tention (‘When corruption does not
make a political noise’, IE, July 9). Re-
storing competitiveness requires de-
politicised regulatory bodies and
stricter disclosure norms governing
business-government dealings.
Political parties across the spectrum
must be held to the same standard.
‘MBarathi, Bengaluru

Let peopledecide

OFLATE, interest in films based on
historical episodes has created a mar-
ket for such films (‘Look back at the
dark, shinealightonit’, IE, July 9).
Regrettably, the current administra-
tion sees a threat to national security
wheneverafilm does not conform to
itsideological agenda. This is why
films like The Kashmir Files, The Ke-
ralaStory, and Dhurandhar were not
only free of such concerns but were
also promoted at the highest levels.
Thedirective to withdraw the film
Satlujfrom alimited-reach OTT plat-
form has only ignited public curios-
ity. Why not let the people be the final
arbiters of historical events, however
painful they may have been?

Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

Cricket woes

FOUR STRAIGHT losses aftera T20
‘World Cup triumph demand answers
thatgo beyond personnel changes
(‘Four defeatsin, a cricket question’,
IE, July 9). The real reset lies in tacti-
cal range. The IPL has bred power, but
Test cricket taught the value of
changing gears. Unless India teaches
both, collapses will recur and “reset”
will become routine.

Veda Chidanand, Bengaluru

Restoring fairness
PRATAP BHANU Mehta's distinction

New Delhi
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MURDER OF DALIT Wi

OMAN

Ascreen grab from a purported video showing SSP Avinash Pandey
slapping people who had gathered near Meerut Commissionerate
Crossing on Wednesday to protest the death of a Dalit woman

They attacked cops,
says Meerut SSP on
‘thrashing’ protesters

Express News Service
Lucknow, July 9

AMID OUTRAGE and de-
mands for action against
Meerut Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Avinash Pandey
for allegedly slapping people
during a protest over the
murder of a Dalit woman, and
beating one of them inside a
police van, the officer Thursday
claimed that protesters at-
tacked police personnel.

A 30-second purported
video had gone viral on Wed-
nesday, showing the SSP slap-
ping several protesters. He is
thenseen beatingup someone
inside the van.

Asked about the video, SSP
Pandey said, “We did not even
know who this person was
when he was held”.

Heclaimed twomen had in-
stigated the protest over the
‘woman’s killing merely to gain
publicity.

There has been no official
response from senior police of-
ficers or the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment. Additional Director
General (ADG), Meerut Zone,
Bhanu Bhaskar, did not re-
spond to calls or messages seek-
ing comment.

Police Thursday arrested
seven people in connection
with the protest and registered
cases against over 30 others.

Around 11.30 am on Wed-
nesday, a group of people had
gathered outside the Meerut
Commissionerate Crossing to
protest the killing of a Dalit
woman on May 16, alleging the
wrong culprit had been ar-
rested.

In a statement, Meerut Po-
lice claimed one of the pro-
testers, Ravi  Gautam,
threatened to immolate him-
self, while others blocked traffic
at the Commissionerate cross-
ing, attempted to force open
the gate of the District Magis-
trate’s office.

Addressing the media, SSP
Pandey claimed protesters
pushed and scuffled with po-
liceand administrative officials
before attacking personnel. To
restore law and order and clear
traffic, police used the “mini-
mum necessary force” to dis-
perse the crowd, he said.

Policeclaim

Speakingto The Indian Express
over the phone, SSP Pandey
claimed, “Primary investiga-
tion found that Ravi and Digvi-
jay Bhati were provoking
people to protest against the
killing of a Dalit woman.”

The SSPalsoclaimed CCTV
footage showed the victim leav-
ingwith the main accused, who
was her friend, ona motorcycle
on the day she went missing.

Jharkhand unveils plan
toadopt Alin governance

Express News Service
Ranchi, July 9

THE JHARKHAND govern-
ment has launched a roadmap
to expand its digital infrastruc-
ture and adopt artificial intelli-
gence (AI) in public governance
in thestate.

The announcement was
made on Wednesday, onthein-
augural day of the two-day Na-
tional Stakeholders' Consulta-
tion 2026 held in New Delhi.
During the consultation, the
Jharkhand Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) Policy 20262031 was
proposed, which aims to inte-
grate Alacrossdifferent govern-
ment sectors like healthcare,
agriculture, education, mining,
environmental management
and disaster response.

The state government has
proposed an investment of Rs
1,150 crore over the next five
yearstobuild Alinfrastructure,
strengthen digital capabilities,
support innovation and accel-
erate Al adoption across de-
partments.

The Jharkhand government
has also proposed the Chief

Guest who never checked out:

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, July 9

ON THE face of it, he appeared
tobethe perfect guest: a69-year-
oldsilver-haired, English-speak-
ing man from Tamil Nadu who
was polite and suave, blending
in perfectly at a luxury hotel in
Chhattisgarh’sRaipur. So, when
he walked out of the sprawling
seven-storeyed hotel on the
afternoon of June 27 with two
duffle bags, he raised no suspi-
cion. That is, until they realised
hehadn’t paid.

They aren’t the only ones.
Last week, the Raipur Police ar-
rested Vincent John, aman from
Thoothukudi district in Tamil
Nadu who claims to have
scammed hundreds of hotels
over the last 30 years with

Jharkhand CM Hemant Soren at
the National Stakeholders
Consultation 2026 in New Delhi
on Thursday. ANIL SHARMA

Minister Data Intelligence Plat-
form (CM-DIP), an Al-enabled
system to monitor government
programmes in real time.

It said to strengthen the
state’s healthcare system and
mineral administration, the
Health & Nutrition Vigilance
System (HNVS) and the Critical
Minerals Administration Sys-
tem (CMAS) have been designed
usingintelligent data analytics.
This aims to attract over Rs
10,000 crore in investment by
2050. The State government
signed 14 MoUs worth a pro-
posed Rs 99,639 crore.

exactly the same modus oper-
andi: checking into luxury ho-
tels, enjoying their opulence for
days, and quietly sneaking out
— withoutallegedly paying. Po-
lice records show that he has
casesacross West Bengal, Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, Goa, Jhark-
hand, Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, the Union Territory of
Delhiand Chhattisgarh,and has
been arrested several times, in-
cludingonceby the Delhi Police
in2016 and again in Navi Mum-
bai in2020.

Sometimes, he would alleg-
edly sneak out with valuables
from the hotel, such as the Rs
148lakhlaptop hehad allegedly
slipped into his bag before leav-
ing the Raipur hotel. “John had
becomesocasual aboutitthathe
boastsof stealingvaluables from

CRACKDOWN ON ‘OBJECTIONABLE CONTENT

‘Screen every book’: J&K govt
toschools & coaching centres

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, July 9

THEJAMMU and Kashmir gov-

2025, banned the publication of
25books on Kashmir, including
by authors such as Arundhati
Roy and A G Noorani, saying

ernment hasdi d the heads
of all government and private
schoolsand coaching centresin
Kashmir toscreen booksin their
libraries, offices, classrooms and
staffrooms for “inappropriate or
objectionable content”.

It has also directed them to
submit a certificate to their re-
spective Chief or Zonal Educa-
tion Officers, certifying that no
book on the premises of their
educational institution contains
any “objectionable material”.

The move comes days after
the BJP protested against the
procurement of books by gov-
ernment schools over the al-
leged glorification of some sep-
aratist leaders. It also comes
almost a year after the J&K
Home Department, in August

the 3

“All Heads of Institutions of
governmentschools, recognised
privateschools,and coachingin-
stitutions operating within the
jurisdiction of Directorate of
School Education, Kashmir, are
hereby directed to conduct a
comprehensive screening of all
books available (recently ac-
quired or older publications) in
their respective jurisdiction, in-
cludingoffices, classrooms, staff
rooms, schoollibrary, etc,” reads
an order issued by the Director,
School Education, Kashmir,
dated July 6.

“The purpose of this screen-
ingistoensurethatnobookcon-
tainsinappropriate or objection-
able content. This includes
material that may violate relig-

ious sentiments of any section,
be it inappropriate content for
students, content against pre-
vailinglaws with the potential to
harm national interest, affect
educational values, and estab-
lished norms,” it states.

“Any lapse in compliance
with these instructions shall be
viewed seriously and will invite
appropriate disciplinary action
against the defaulting officer(s)
under the applicable rules," the
order reads.

Thereare10,787 government
and 2,386 recognised private
schools in the Kashmir division.

The development was met
with criticism from across the
political spectrum, includingby
a Parliamentarian from the rul-
ing National Conference. “The
reportsof books relatingto Kash-
mir's history and identity being
removed from the University of
Kashmir, alongside the ongoing
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‘FTA more than atrade pact

it’s choosing cooperation
over fragmentation’

AMBASSADOR OF the Euro-
pean union (EU) to India
HERVE DELPHIN said last
month that the Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) between India
and the EU could enter into
force in the first quarter of 2027.
Earlier, on June 17, following a
meeting with Prime Minister
NarendraModion thesidelines
of the G7 Summit in Evian-les-
Bains, France, the president of
the European Commission, Ur-
sula von der Leyen, had posted
on X: “We will sign the Free
Trade 1t by the end of

Ambassador of the European Union to India Hervé Delphin at Idea

the year.” India and the EU an-
nounced the conclusion of the
FTAinNew Delhion January 27
this year. In the weeks that fol-
lowed the announcement,
NIRBHAY THAKUR spoke
with six EU Ambassadors to
India about the agreement,
which has been described by
Prime Minister Modi as a “new
blueprint forshared prosperity”.

‘What key deliverables can
beexpectedin the coming
months?

The overwhelming positive
assessment in India, Europe,
and many partner countries

trade winds
-ENVOYS ONINDIA-EUFTA

NEXT: ANTONIO BARTOLI,

at The Indian Express in June 2025. ARcHIVE

field and mutual benefits, and
don’t create any potential un-
certainties.

Finally, thisFTAismorethan
just a trade pact. It will allow us
to build resilient and trusted
supply chains between the EU
and India. Bothsides have made
the choice of opennessover pro-
tectionism, cooperation over

ITALY'S JORTOINDIA

strategy is working in synergy
with each other. We have man-
aged to combine security, econ-
omy, technology, and people in

about the [January] Summit — mutually reinforcing ways.

anditsoutcomes, thejoint Com-

prehensive Strategic Agenda, TheFTAissupposedtobea

theFTAand other deli , st forbo

speaks volumes about the stra-  partners againstsupply
icsigni ourpartner-  chain ilitiesand

ship forus and for the world. economic protectionism.
We are committed to de- Canyouexplain?

livering at speed and scale.
Onlyafewweeksafter the Sum-
mit, we launched exploratory
talks for the Association to Hor-
izon Europe, which is the lar-
gest research and innovation
programme in the world. Then
we had the official launch of the
EU Legal Mobility Gateway Of-
fice that will facilitate the
movement of talent in the in-
formation and communica-
tions technology sector, fol-
lowed by our first elevated
security and defence dialogue.
In the coming weeks, we will
see the Trade and Technology
Council ministerial in Europe.

Every 1t of the

First, it is an enabler for
more investment and more
business. It is also creating the
world’s largest single market.
The EU has removed or re-
duced duties on more than 99%
of Indian exportsand India has
fully or partially removed tariffs
on close to 97% of EU exports.

The two-way trade in goods
and services, worth more than
180 billion Euros, will be accel-
erated;...we could reach double
the volume of trade. The FTA
will be great for the competi-

ion, and rule-based
trade over the unpredictability
of one-sided arrangements.

Thereis concernthat EU’s
“green” standards can
become non-tariffbarriers.
How does the FTA ensure
that sustainability goals do
notbecome aregulatory
hurdle for Indian SMEs?
Ithink there is a misunder-
standing. These rules apply to
every actor, whether EU ornon-
EU. They are non-discrimina-
tory. They donot put Indian ex-
porters at adisadvantage.
Indian exporters know that
the more decarbonised their
product is, the more competi-
tive they will be in the European
market. We went through anin-
terim transition and consulta-
tion period for over two years.
‘We did seminars, explanations
on deforestation regulations
and CBAM (Carbon Border Ad-
justment Mechanism). We have
also been going through a sim-
plification exercise of CBAM so

tiven d economiesof both

thatthereporting

the EU and India. Second, EU
FTAsare predictable, transpar-
ent, alevel playing

over300luxury hotels,”aRaipur
policeofficersaid. “Hetoldushe
spent time in Tihar jail and
heard stories of Charles Sobhraj.
He liked how cunning he was.”

Born in Thoothukudi, John
studied in an English-medium
schooland never married. Inves-
tigators said John told them he
beganworkingasatourist guide
in Delhi in the 1980s, which
helped himget free hotel staysas
partof his perks.

“He told us that once some-
thing went wrong and he was
humiliated by the 1t

are lower for MSMEs.
FULLINTERVIEW ON
'WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

auditofeducational institutions,
are deeply troubling,” said MP
Aga Syed Ruhullah Mehdi. “Li-
braries exist to preserve knowl-
edge, not curate political nar-
ratives. Erasing books doesn't
erase history; it only impover-
ishes scholarship.”

Saying that a society that
fears ideas fears the truth, Ru-
hullah said the "academic free-
dom and right to engage with
history never becomes casu-
alties of ideological control".

Peoples Democratic Party
leader Waheed Para called itan
attempt to “rewrite our collective
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Choppers on the tarmac as Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth arrives
to review security preparedness, in Poonch on Thursday. ani

JAMMU AND KASHMIR

Army chief Gen Seth takes stock of
security situation at Line of Control

DAYS AFTER taking over as army chief, Chief of the Army
Staff, General Dhiraj Seth, reviewed the security situation,

memory”. “Thisisan tto
rewrite our collective memory
and erase our own history from
the curriculum. It promotes se-
lective learning while taking
away future generations’ ability
toquestion, think critically, and
understand their past,” Paratold
TheIndian Express.

Mahadevapp
kingpinin
Oman; ED seeks
his extradition

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, July 9

AFTER HE was recently traced
to Oman, authorities in India
are seeking to extradite Saur-
abh Chandrakar, the alleged
kingpin in the Rs 6,000-crore
Mahadev Online Book betting
app case.

In March this year, ED at-
tached assets worth Rs 1,700
crore in connection with the
case against him. The assets in-
cluded luxury villas and high-
end apartments insome of Du-
Dbai’s most locations,

operational

f troops, anti-infiltration grid,

and the ongoinganti-terror operations along the Line of
Control and across J&K on Thursday. General Seth, who was
onathree-day visit to the Union Territory, also visited
Poonch. Earlier in the day, he had visited Nagrota-based 16
Corps Headquarters. General Seth had arrived in Srinagar on
Tuesday. He also reviewed initiatives towards tech absorp-

combatread-

tion,
ine:

said officials. He al

lledonL-G

ion
Manoj Sinhaand Chief Minister Omar Abdullah. ENS

SUV runs over Keralalandslip:
three migrant Body of engineer
workersinJewar recovered

THREE MIGRANT THE BODY of a civil engin-
labourers from Bihar died eer, who went missing after
afteraScorpio hit  the idein

them in Jewar, the police
said on Thursday. The de-
ceased have been identified
asKaran (22), Vishwajeet
(24) and Mithun (25), from
Arariadistrictin Bihar, who
had come for paddy trans-
plantation work. The acci-
dentoccurred on Wednes-
day night near Neemka
village on the Jewar-Khurja
road, said the police, adding
that the driver has been
booked and the vehicle
seized. The bodies were
sent for a post-mortem
ination. The accused

including in the Burj Khalifa.

Since 2023, the Indian auth-
orities have been trying to nab
him. Recently, the ED learnt
that he was in Oman and the
agency is now trying to extra-
dite him.

ED counsel Saurabh Kumar
Pandey told The Indian Ex-
press, “Lastmonth a warrant of
arrest and externment papers
for Chandrakar were issued by
aspecial court in Raipur. We
have sent the papersto the Con-
sulate General of India to get
him extradited from Oman.”

Apart from Chandrakar,
other major names associated
with the case who are based
abroad are Vikas Chapria, Ravi
Shankar Dibrewal, Amit Agra-
wal and Ravi Uppal.

“We are trying to get Chan-
drakar, Uppal and Chapria de-
clared as fugitive economic of-
fenders under the Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act. The
application is pending con-
sideration in the Raipur special
court,” said Pandey.

Originally a clothes sales-
man from Bhilai in Chhattis-
garh, Chandrakar had also run
ajuice centre and had teamed
upwithanotherkeyaccused in
the case, Ravi Uppal, to create
the betting platform in 2018, ac-
cording to officials.

Chandrakar also holds a
passport of the Republic of Va-
nuatu, officials said. Sources
said Ravi Uppal isbelieved tobe
either in Dubai or Vanuatu.

So far, 13 accused have been
arrested in the case by the ED.
Sources said the Mahadev Bet-
ting App racket is still oper-
ational under different names.

isyettobearrested. Further
probeisunderway. PTI

Kerala, was recovered on
Thursday. OnJuly 7,aland-
slide hit Wayanad. The de-
ceased, Rahul Sharma, who
isaresident of Rewalsar in
Mandi districtin Himachal
Pradesh, was working at the
Anakkompoyil-Meppadi
tunnel project site, when
thelandslide occurred. The
tunnel connects Wayanad
and Kozhikode districts.
Sharma had got married in
March. His family members
had been campingatthe
sitesince theincident. The
landslide has claimed 7
lives so farand rendered
several others missing. PTI

TCS CONVERSION ROW

‘No child should face
trauma of jail birth like
Lord Krishna’: Court
grants bail to Nida Khan

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai, July 9

INVOKING LORD Krishna's
birthin captivity, aspecial court
in Nashik granted bail to Nida
Khan, aTCSemployee accused
inthealleged religious coercion
case, observing that no child
should have to endure the
trauma or social stigma of
being born in prison.

“It is not disputed that ap-
plicant Nida is five months
pregnant. The traumaof taking
birth in a prison like Lord
Krishna or the social stigma at-
tached to it is not sufferable to
anyone. To avoid such a dis-
tressing situation, and for the
overall well-being of anewborn
baby, it would be just and
proper to exercise judicial dis-
cretion in favour of the appli-
cant-accused,” special judge K
G Joshi said in the order.

Khan is one of eight em-
ployees accused in the TCS
Nashik case, in which Nashik
city police registered nine FIRs
between March 26 and April 3

alleging sexual harassment and
religious conversion of col-
leagues at a TCS BPO office in
Nashik. She is accused of hurt-
ing religious sentiments and
“influencing” a colleague to
practice Islamic traditions by
allegedly giving her a burga
and religious books and instal-
ling religious apps on her
phone. She was arrested on
May 7 from Sambhajinagar
after a sessions court rejected
her anticipatory bail plea.

The court set conditions on
Khan, including prohibiting
her from entering the work-
place or residential vicinity of
the complainant. It also pro-
hibited her from contacting the
complainant, any witness or
anyone related to the case, or
interfering with evidence. She
has also been directed not to
leave the country without the
court’s permission and to in-
form the court and investiga-
tors of her address and contact
number. The court warned that
any breach of conditions would
lead to cancellation of bail.

How a man spent 30 yrs outwitting luxury hotels

Vincent John began working as
atouristguideinDelhiinthe
1980s, which helped him get free
of his perks

of aluxury hotel. Since then, he
nursed a grudge and began tar-
geting these high-end places,”
sub-inspector Piyush Baghel,
the investigating officer in the
case, told The Indian Express.
He was booked and arrested

by the Delhi Police for the first
time in 1996. According to the
police, he would check in as an
English teacher, a tour guide or
ayoga instructor. He would al-
legedly arrive with two bags —

epaper.indianexpress.oom.. .

onecarrying hisbelongings, the
other stuffed with newspapers
or pillows.

“He would never allow the
hotel staff to carry his luggage,”
theofficersaid. “Toevade suspi-
cion, heoftenleftone bag —the
one with the newspapers — in
the hotel so people wouldn’'t
think he was leaving. He would
always smuggle out expensive
liquor, cigarettes or valuables
like laptops, selling them later.”

‘While he initially used his
Aadhaar card to checkin, he al-
legedly later switched to photo-
copies after the document was
confiscated by the Andhra Pra-
desh Police.

According to investigators,
John checked into a five-star
hotel in Raipur on June 25 pos-
ingasan event organiser. “He is

fluent in speaking English. He
also sweet-talked one of the
staffersintogiving himalaptop.
He told the staffer he had good
contacts in the hotel industry
and would get him a better job,”
one officer said.

Atthe hotel, he allegedly or-
dered some foreign-made ciga-
rettesand an expensive bottle of
liquor “even though he doesn’t
drinkorsmoke”.

“After staying for two days,
John went to the reception and
said he wanted to book another
room for his son, who would be
coming the next morning. On
bothdays, John left the hotel for
‘some work’ and returned,
which did not raise any alarm,”
the officer said.

Amongthe casesagainsthim
was his 2016 fraud at the Hotel

New Delhi

Crowne Plaza in New Delhi’s
Okhla. However, on the morn-
ing of June 27, John quietly
slipped out of the hotel. CCTV
footage in the lobby shows him
walking out with two bags, one
in his hand and the other slung
over his shoulder. The bill came
toRs 63,755,

According to investigators,
Johnsold the cigarettes and the
liquorbottlebefore fleeing. After
finding his mobile numbers
switched off, hotel authorities
approached thelocal police, who
found that he had first taken a
train to Bilaspur and then
anothertoBhubaneswar, where
hewasarrested on July 2.

“He told us he stayed in
another four-star hotel in Rai-
pur during the pandemic. We
contacted the hotel, but they

have no record,” the officer
said, adding, “Luxury hotels
tend toavoid filing police com-
plaints over small amounts,
fearing it could compromise
their reputation.”

John had been taking ad-
vantage of his age, one investi-
gatorsaid. The police also claim
they “didn’t treat him like other
criminals”.

“When we questioned him,
helooked apologetic and prom-
ised this was his last time. He
said he had 10 acres of ancestral
land, and that he planned to
settle in an old-age home in
Goa,” City Superintendent of Po-
lice (CSP) Ramakant Sahu said.
It’s a story he had already told
other police departments before,
the officer claims. “I don’t be-
lieve him.”
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How Indonesia’s
iconic Prambanan
temple was lost
and rediscovered

Nikita Mohta
New Delhi, July 9

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi’s visit to Yogyakarta,
Indonesia, this week marked the beginning of India’s effort
to helprestore the iconic Prambanan Temple, a UNESCO
‘World Heritage Site. The Prambanan Temple Compounds,
located on theisland of Java, comprise Prambanan Temple
(also known as Loro Jonggrang or Candi Prambanan),
Sewu Temple, Bubrah Temple, and Lumbung Temple.

The birth of atemple

The Sanjaya dynasty ruled the Mataram Kingdom in
Central Java during the eighth and ninth centuries. It is
generally associated with the revival of Shaivite Hinduism
on theisland. Its dominance was challenged by the Sail-
endradynasty, a powerful Buddhist royal house.

Following the end of the reign of Samaratungga of the
Sailendra dynasty, Rakai Pikatan of the Sanjaya dynasty is
believed to have married Samaratungga’s daughter, Pra-
modhawardhani, and ruled between 842 and 856 CE. He
commissioned Prambanan as agrand Hindu sanctuary.

In hisjournal article ifi F and Bo-

ANIL SASI

IN THE mid-1970s, faced with surging oil
importbills and animploding global sugar
market, Brazil made abold bet: it would run
its cars on alcohol. Half a century later, this
Brazilian push to ramp up ethanol use in
itsauto fuel mixis now a masterclass in bio-
fuel adoption.

Thereare perhapsthree key enabling fac-
torsthathave made this asuccess: agraded,
spaced-out approach to fuel blending with
predefined milestones; the vehicular eco-
system being given enough time toadapt to
thistransition intandem with clear guidance
to motorists; and offering choice and price
incentives for consumers to shift to ethanol
thatisnow enshrined inanational law. This
isacontrasttoIndia’srushed effortstoincor-
porate ethanol into its fuel mix.

Context for adoption
Let’s consider the timing. In response to

the 1973 global oil crisis, the Brazilian gov-
ernmentlaunched the National Alcohol Pro-
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Following studies, Brazil increases
mandatory anhydrous ethanol
blend in gasoline from 27% to 30%
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Laws passed to boost
low-carbon vehicletech  Biofuels Policy
and biofuel adoption

50
YEARS

Inresponse to 1973 oil crisis, govt
launches the National Alcohol
Program to curb dependence

National

is passed

How long Brazil
took to get from
E10toE30

Fiatlaunches the 147, the world's first
vehicle powered entirely by ethanol.
Volkswagen, GM and Ford follow suit

Flex-fuel vehicles hit the market,
enabling cars to run on petrol, etha-
nol, or combination of the two.

How long India
took toget from
E5toE20

YEARS
€D

Indian 10t geared up for handling
higher blends of ethanol in the fuel mix.

Commuter choice

Over the past five decades, Brazil has
worked to give the power of choice to its
motorists. At nearly every petrol pump in
Brazil now, people have an option to choose
between blended petrol, which typically in-
cludes E27 ethanol, and E100, which is pure
hydrous ethanol. Alongside that, since
Brazilians got carmakers toswitch to FFVs,
consumers can fill up with whichever op-
tion is cheaper at the pump on a particular
day. Often, E100 is cheaper by 25-35% com-
pared to lower blended petrol.

Flex fuel cars were a hit with Brazilian
consumers, largely because government
pricesupport made the blended fuel cheaper
than petrol. Ethanol also improves acceler-
ationand reduces knocking (the sound that
occurswhen fuelignitesunevenly inside the
engine cylinder). By the late 1980s, nine out
of every 10 new cars sold in Brazil were ca-
pable of running on ethanol alone.

In India, motorists were told that per-
formance would not be affected. But the
definition of performance did not include
mileage. That has come back to bite the
decision-mal hicl noticed

India’s 5%blending (initial ~ 5%: For 20 states &4 UTs.  1.5%: Same as last pro- 4-5%: National
blending launch planned) 9 Mandatory push but hit gramme, withadministered  Policy on Bio-
journey ~ states&4UTs by supply shortages pricing mechanisms. fuelsintroduced
20%: Nationwide 19.2%:E20target  12.1%: Nationwide phased  10%: 5%: Countrywide push; oil mar-
target,100%of pet-  met5yrsbefore  roll-out of high-blend E20 blending keting i
rolsoldisE20fuel.  schedule. fuel commenced. achieved expand distribution chains.

roleum

gram (Prodlcool) in1975:
d dence by promoting ethanol addi-

robudur Temples (2026), researcher Hary Gunarto notes
that the construction of Prambanan was intended to mark
the return of the Hindu Sanjaya dynasty to power after
nearly a century of Buddhist Sailendra dominance.
Although the construction date is uncertain, inscriptions
record the consecration of the temple in 856 CE.

The marriage of a Hindu ruler and a Buddhist princess is
often seen as asymbol of religious harmony, also reflected in
the architecture of Prambanan. The temple incorporates a
Buddhist stupa-like element atop its superstructure, while
Buddhist artistic influences are visible across the complex.

For roughly the next century, Prambanan served as a
key pilgrimage centre. But around 929-930 CE, the politi-
cal centre of the Mataram Kingdom shifted to East Java.
While this move is often linked to the eruption of Mount
Merapi, historians have also suggested political and
economic reasons. As Central Java was abandoned,
Prambanan fell into disuse and was eventually buried
beneath vegetation and volcanic debris.

Rediscovering Prambanan

Who first rediscovered Prambanan after centuries of
abandonment remains a matter of debate. One possible
early visitor was the 15th-century East Javanese court poet
Mpu Tanakung. He wrote: “A great temple complex from
ancient time rose near amountain stream, and the path
there was lonely.” Scholars have noted striking similarities
between hisaccountand Prambanan.

Another figure associated with the site’s rediscovery is
Thomas Stamford Raffles, Lieutenant-Governor of Java
during the British interregnum (1811-16), who took a keen
interest in documentingits ancient monuments. An even
earlier European account comes from C A Lons, an official
of the Dutch East India Company. As Roy E Jordaan notes
inIn Praise of Prambanan (1996): “Lons was an employee
ofthe Dutch East Indies Company who in 1733, while stay-
ingatthe court of the Javanese sultan asa member of an
embassy made asightseeing tour of a number of temple
ruinsand reported on these to his superiors.”

Prambanan has since undergone several phases of res-
toration, many of them interrupted by World War ITand
Indonesia’sindependence struggle. “Thus the reconstruc-
tion of the main temple, which had been in progress since
1918, was only completed in 1953, under a new national
flag. The inauguration ceremonies were conducted by Soe-
karno, Indonesia’s first president,” writes Jordaan.

Aview of the Prambanan Temple complex. pri

tives. But its first ethanol blending law, Bra-
zil’s legislation requiring a 5% blend of an-
hydrous ethanol into petrol, goes all the way
back to 1931. This decades-long arc culmi-
nated in the 2024 ‘Fuel of the Future’ and
‘Mover Program’legislation toboost low-car-
bon vehicle tech and biofuel adoption, with
E30 petrol blend mandated in 2025.
Thetimeline of India’s ethanol-blended
petrol programme technically spans 2003
t02026. Even in that, much of the action is
front-loaded. It was only in 2022 that 10%
ethanol blending was achieved, with a
rapid increase to 20% in just three years.
The government originally planned to
dispense petrol blended with 20% ethanol
only by 2030, but E20 is now the nation-
wide standard. Since then, there has been
amove toshift to E25 as the base fuel, with
asimultaneous push for E85-100 fuels for
specialised flex-fuel vehicles (FFVs).
FFVsareessentially internal combustion
engine vehicles engineered to operate on
morethanonetype of fuel —typically petrol
blended with ethanol or methanol. These
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vehicles use a fuel composition sensor to
automatically adjust fuel injection and igni-
tion timing based on the blend in the tank,
allowingseamless switching between petrol
and ethanol and varying degrees of blends.

Getting the infra ready

Onthesecond aspect of readying the ve-
hicular ecosystem, too, big differences
emerge. Brazil started early with its policy
to promote FFVs. These vehicles, running
for over two decades now, are seen as the
drivers of the country’s transition to a
cleaner mobility model.

It was way back in 1979 that Italian auto
major Fiatlaunched the 147, the world’s first
vehicle powered entirely by ethanol in Bra-
zil. Volkswagen, GM, and Ford quickly fol-
lowed suit amid a global oil crisis. That
tempo was lost as oil prices fell. The Brazi-
lianauto industry subsequently started pro-
ducing FFVsatscale from early 2003, when
ethanol seemed economically viable again.

On March 23 that year, Volkswagen in-
troduced the first flex-fuel vehicle to the

Brazil’s FFV
push
Flex-fuel vehicles
(FFVs) are
engineered to
operate on more
than one fuel.

.

FFVs have been
driving cleaner
mobility in Brazil
foraround two
decades now.
—
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a sharp dip in fuel efficiency, with the
promise of more efficiency lossas blending
increases. Concerns over vehicle damage

‘OF ROAD TRANSPORT

Brazilian market, and other companies —
including GM and Ford — followed suit, ac-
cording to data from consultancy Argus.
Toyotabroughtinits Corollaflex. FFVs went
from selling just 48,178 units in 2003, or
under 4% of total light motor vehicle de-
mand, to 1.63 million vehicles last year, or
nearly 90% of the Brazilian car fleet. The do-
mesticcar industry also reached a milestone
of having delivered 40 million flex-fuel ve-
hicles as of February since 2003, according
to Brazilian industry body Anfavea.
InIndia, as E85 fuel dispensingstations
are being established nationwide, only a
few vehicle prototypes are in the works.
While the flex fuel setup entails an en-
tirely separate vehicle category and arange
of fresh vehicle readi ifications, as

appear C , though there
are concerns about plasticand rubber parts
getting degraded in older vehicles.

All the while, Brazil was focusing on
blended fuel and ethanol, implementing
policiesina phased manner to ensure that
people who had bought vehicles earlier did
not feel at a disadvantage.

Questions for India

InIndia, the push to progressively raise
ethanol blending in petrol from the current
E20 level to E25, before transitioning to-
wards flex-fuel vehicles and E85-E100
fuels, isan integral part of thestrategy tore-
duce dependence on imported fossil fuels.

According to an official, “India’s future
mobility ecosystem will combine EVs, bio-
fuels, hydrogenand rer inamanner

of now, India has only a handful of cars in
the category: the newly launched WagonR
flex fuel model and the Toyota Hycross hy-
brid flex fuel prototype, the Tata Punch and
Hyundai Creta flex fuel versions, alongside
some two-wheeler makers including Hero
and TVS. Most cars and two-wheelers on

suited to Indian realities”. India currently
imports nearly 88.5% of its crude oil require-
ment, making the economy and energy se-
curity vt geopolitical disruption:
Butthe rushed manner inwhich it has hap-
pened, without adequate disclaimers or
Ppreparation, raises serious questions.

Tabling report on Justice Varma: Accountability after resignation

Vineet Bhalla
New Delhi, July 9

LOKSABHA Speaker Om Birla’s decision to
table the report of the parliamentary com-
mittee probing former Allahabad High
Court judge Yashwant Varma puts India’s
judicial accountability framework intoun-
charted territory. When Justice Varma re-
signed in April, it was thought the impeach-
ment proceedings against him had hita
dead end. But expertsargue that tabling the
report is a crucial step for public account-
ability, challengingalong-held assumption
thatajudge’ ignation i

tinguishes a parliamentary probe.

‘What does the law say about ajudge’s
resignation?

Under Article 217, a High Court judge
can resign by writing to the President. In
1978, the Supreme Court ruled thatajudge’s
resignation is a unilateral act that takes ef-
fectimmediately on the date chosen by the
judge, without needing formal acceptance.

against Sikkim High Court Chief Justice P
D Dinakaran and Calcutta High Court
judge Soumitra Sen were dropped after
they resigned.

Justice Dinakaran had resigned while
the committee was in the midst of its probe
against him. The Rajya Sabha secretariat
reasoned that since the goal of the probe
wasthe removal of thejudge, aresignation
rendered the process meaningless.

The same rationale was followed when
Justice Senresigned, with Lok Sabha drop-
ping the impeachment vote even though
Rajya Sabha had passed the impeachment
motion against him before he had resigned.

Legal scholars, however, point out that
the law does not explicitly state that an in-
quiry must lapse upon resignation. Shub-
hankar Dam, Chair Professor of Public Law
and Governance at the University of Port-
smouth School of Law, said that the 1978
Supreme Court judgment did not account
for the implications of a judge resigning
while facing a misconduct probe.

“Afterthe precedentset by Justices Dina-
karanand Sen, resignatic iestway

Why did previous i 1

forjt tyand retain

probeslapse?

post-retirement benefits,” Dam said. He
added thatthereport parliamen-

No judge has ever been i lin
India. In 2011, impeachment proceedings

tary and public record of a judge’s conduct.

The Justice
Varmacase

® Last year, wads of
burnt currency notes
wererecovered from
Justice Varma's offi-
cial residence.

® Anin-house probe
by the Supreme
Courtreportedly
found him culpable.
© Over146 Lok Sabha
MPs moved amotion
for his removal. The
Speaker constituted
athree-member
committee under the
Judges (Inquiry) Act.
® Before the panel
could concludeits
hearings, Justice
Varmaresigned.

‘Was there any resistance to ending
the Justice Dinakaran probe?

Duringthe Justice Dinakaran impeach-
ment episode in 2011, jurist G Mohan
Gopal, thenamember of the panel probing
thejudge, had written to his fellow commit-
tee members urging them to complete the
investigation despite the judge’s resigna-
tion less than three weeks earlier.

Inhisletter, Gopal drew adistinction be-
tween the two parts of the procedure under
theJudges (Inquiry) Act: the “investigation
and proof” of misbehaviour, and the actual
“removal from office” by Parliament. He ar-
gued that establishing the truthfulness of
the chargesisan end in itself.

“If judges are given the de facto power
to‘veto’even this narrow sliver of account-
ability for misbehaviour, the public faith in
the system may be eroded further,” Gopal
wrote. He warned that aborting the probe
would create an “absurd situation” where
ajudge could end an investigation at any
point simply by resigning.

Ultimately, the Justice Dinakaran probe
was wound up, partly because avacancy on
the probe committee made it dysfunc-
tional, and the Rajya Sabha chairman, Vice
President Hamid Ansari, felt that after Jus-
tice Dinakaran’s resignation, the primary

objective of his removal was moot.

What are the implications of tabling
thereportnow?

Tabling the report against Justice
Varma would serve two major purposes.

First, it would bring the findings of a
constitutionally-mandated, taxpayer-
funded inquiry into the public domain.
Lawyer and legal scholar Alok Prasanna
Kumarsaid this was an opportunity for the
Speaker to “overturn the unfortunate
precedent set in the Dinakaran case”.

“This is not just a removal process but
an accountability process that allows the
public to know whether a judge has com-
mitted misconduct,” Kumar explained.
“This is an inquiry conducted on public
money under a constitutional process, and
we as the public are entitled to know what
the committee has found.”

Second, the findings could have legal
and financial consequences. Upon resig-
nation, a judge is typically entitled to the
same pensionary benefits as one who re-
tires normally from service. A formal im-
peachment by Parliament could stop the
judge’s pension and other post-retirement
benefits, and potentially pave the way for
further criminal action.

® POLICY

Revamped EPFO portal: Centralised database, with casier claim filing & info access

Aanchal Magazine
&RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, July 9

AS THE Employees’ Provident Fund Or-
ganisation (EPFO), India’s retirement fund
body, rolls out arevamped portal, members
will be able to access all their details on a
unified portal along with faster auto-credi-
ting of interest by July 15.

One of the most important features of
the Centralised IT Enabled Services
(CITES) project under the EPFO 2.01 initi-
ative is the move towards a centralised da-
tabase. It follows the merger of information
from all regional centres, which will allow
members to resolve their issues at any re-
gional EPF office and not necessarily in
their city of employment, where Provident
Fund deductions may have happened.

“The EPFO has completed the process
of migrating its entire database of member
records to the new centralised database.
Earlier, the services were tied toa particular

Regional Office. Now, a member’s service
request can be processed from any auth-
orised location across the country,” the
Ministry of Labour and Employment said
in astatement on Wednesday.

Centralised database

The new portal enables automated pro-
cesses, including crediting of interest, on-
line processing of claims verification, and a
facility to view the eligible amount for with-
drawals under various claim categories.

A centralised database is a significant
measure that will help employees who mi-
grate for work and also the PF members
who struggle to find solutions at a particu-
lar regional office, as has happened in the
past. For instance, if an employee has
worked in Chennaiand moves back to their
hometown in West Bengal, they can access
their records and resolve any issues at the
EPFO office in West Bengal instead of
travelling to the Chennai office.

The new portal will also help expedite

theannualinterest crediting process by July
15, which would earlier get delayed to Oc-
tober-November. Labour and Employment
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on Wednes-
day said the annual interest of Rs 144 lakh
crore for financial year 2025-26 will be auto-
processed on the new portal and verified by
field authorities before being credited to 34
crore EPFaccounts by July 15. The EPFO has
nearly 8 crore contributing members.

Also, under the revised system, interest
for the final PF settlements will now be cal-
culated up to the date of payment author-
isation. Earlier, interest was calculated only
up to the last day of the previous month.
“This ensures that members receive the
benefit of additional interest for the inter-
vening period,” the ministry said.

Pre-validation of claims
Member claims will undergo auto-

ciencies or discrepancies will be identified
and will be communicated to the EPF
members through SMS and the portal.
“Wherever additional information or
clarification is required during claim pro-
cessing, EPFO offices will be able to raise
queries online through the system.
Members can respond online, enabling
faster resolution, minimising physical vi-
sits to EPFO offices, and further reducing
claim rejections,” the ministry said.
Inanother new feature, members will be
able to view the eligible amount for with-
drawal from their PF account under the dif-
ferentclaim categories. These measuresare
aimed at improving first-time acceptance
ratesand reducing claim rejections, as high
claim rejection rates have been a key con-
cern over the last few years. “Earlier,
membersdid not have clear visibility of the
amount they were eligible to withdraw

mated pi ion before | at
EPFO offices, as per the Ministry state-
ment. In a first-time feature, any defi-

under different with ies.Asa
result, claims exceeding the permissible
limit were often rejected,” the ministry said.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Streamlined claims
Members will have access to a unified
digital interface to view their 1ip

ship. The 100% eligible member balance
means withdrawal of 75% of the total funds,
as25%isa y minimum balance

details, provident fund balances, claim
status, pensionable service records, and
benefitsavailed. Thisis to ensure transpar-
encyand access to information about their
PF account and submission of claims, the
ministry said.

Member claims for advances upto Rs 5
lakh, which are fully KYC-linked and vali-
dated, will be processed through an auto-
settlement mechanism, it said.

In October 2025, the EPFO announced
aslew of changes to its withdrawal norms
by streamlining the withdrawal categories
from 13 to three — essential needs (illness,
education, marriage), housing needs, and
special circumstances, along with an intro-
duction of a minimum balance of 25%.

Members canwithdraw fundsin case of
illness of self and family members, up to
100% ofthe eligible member balance, after
completion of 12 months of total member-

New Delhi

requirement. The full 100% amount can be
withdrawn after remaining unemployed
for one year.

Members can also withdraw money for
the education of self and family members
after 12 months of membership, subject to
amaximum of 10 withdrawals during their
membership. For marriage of self and
family members, members can withdraw
upto100% of the eligible member balance,
with a maximum of five withdrawals dur-
ing their membership.

For housing-related requirements, a
member may be allowed partial withdra-
wal for the purchase of a flat or house; site
for construction ofa house; construction of
ahouse; repayment of a home loan ob-
tained for purchase, construction of a flat
orhouse or foracquisition of a site; and ad-
ditions, alterations, renovations or im-
provements to an existing house or flat.
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28killedinChina
shoefactoryfire,
Xiorders ‘all-out
rescueefforts’

Reuters
Beijing, July 9

AT LEAST 28 people were killed
in a fire at a shoe factory in
southeastern China on Thurs-
day, state-run Xinhua news
agencyreported, after flamesen-
gulfed the multi-storey building,
trappingworkerson the rooftop.

The fire broke out at around
noonlocaltime inthecityof Jin-
jiang in Fujian province at foot-
‘wear manufacturer Huiteng.

Atotal of 239 people were at
the factory when the fire broke
out, Xinhuasaid. Itsaid 213 were
evacuated, two of whom died
after being taken to hospital for
treatment. Another 26 people
previously reported missing at
thescenewere confirmed dead.

Videos released by state
mediain theafternoonshowed
flames ripping through the
buildingand thick black smoke
billowing into the sky. A dozen
or so people, apparently
trapped by the blaze, could be
seen on the rooftop as smoke
swirled around them.

Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing issued instructions urging
anall-out rescue effort. Hesaid
that the fire had “caused signifi-
cant casualties” and that it
came after a number of deadly
accidents at production facil-
ities in the country in recent
months. Xi called on author-
ities to hold those responsible
strictly accountable.

Firefighting and rescue ef-
forts were still under way, al-
though open flames had largely
been extinguished by about 4
pm, a firefighting official told
state broadcaster CCTV. Thick
smoke could be seen rising
from the site, with fire engines
continuing to spray water by
Thursday evening, Xinhuasaid.

IRGC SAYS ANY FURTHER U.S. INTERVENTION WILL DRAW A ‘CRUSHING RESPONSE’

Iran says it hit US milicary targets
in Gulf, Iays slaln leader torest

US strikes killed 14,
injured 78in 2 days,
say Iranian officials

Reuters
Dubai, July 9

IRANIAN ARMED  forces
launched attacks on US military
infrastructure in Gulf states on
Thursday following US strikes
on Iran's southern coastal and
eastern provinces, putting
further strain on a three-week-
old ceasefire agreement. Theat-
tacks came on the day that Iran
buried its slain Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei at a
shrinein Mashhad, the culmina-
tion of a week of mass funeral
processionsand rallies. Khame-
neiwaskilledinaUSairstrikeon
first day of war on February 28.

Khamenei's body was car-
ried by truck slowly through
crammed streets towards the
Shrineof Imam Reza. Black-clad
mourners waved Iranian flags,
photographs of the late leader
and red placards with revol-
utionary slogans.

Iran's Revolutionary
Guards Navysaid the US attacks
and intervention in redirecting
shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz were disrupting the
waterway's gradual reopening.

The Guardssaid the number
of vessels transiting the strait
under Iranian supervision had
recovered to about 50% of pre-
war levels over the past two
weeks, adding permission was
being granted to ships using
routes designated by Tehran.

Any further US intervention
will draw a “crushing response”,

Mourners gather by Imam Reza shrine, on the day of of the burial of Iran’s slain supreme leader
Ayatollah AliKhamenei in Mashhad on Thursday. reuters

the Guardssaid. The US military
said Wednesday itslateststrikes
were aimed atkeeping the Strait
open after it said Iranian forces
had struck three tankers in the
area. The assault came hours
after US President Donald
Trump said he believed interim
ceasefire with Iran to be “over”.
While Iran has not
claimed responsibility for the
shipattacks, analystssay Tehran
uses such actions to gain lever-
age in negotiations. Iranian of-
ficials said the US attacks had
killed 14 people and injured 78
across five provinces on July 8
and 9, state media reported. The
Fars news agency said one US
strike had hit a rail bridge used
fortrade with Russiaand China.
Several explosions were
heard on Thursday morning in
Iran's Bushehr province and in
Bandar Abbas, a port city on
Iran'ssouth coast, the semi-offi-

cial Mehrnews agency reported.

Bushehr is home to a Rus-
sian-built nuclear power plant
andalocal official later told state
media that a US projectile had
hit the perimeter area of the fa-
cility. The perimeter had already
been hit several times before an
April 8 ceasefire.

Iran's army said in a state-
ment released by state media
that it had launched attacks at
US Patriot systems in Kuwait, an
early-warning site in Qatar and
aUSarmy fuel depotin Bahrain.

Kuwait said its armed forces
had engaged with a cruise mis-
sile, three ballistic missiles and
10dronesinitsairspace, and that
one person had been injured
from falling shrapnel.

Sirens also sounded in Jor-
dan after missiles launched
from Iran were detected, the
state news agency reported.

injuries or damage reported.
The Revolutionary Guards
later said Iran had fired 10 bal-
listic missiles at Jordan's Azraq
military base, which is used by
UsSforces, and alsoa US military
control centerin West Asia, with-
outelaborating.
Qatarcondemned attackson
commercial shipping but also
called for a return to diplomacy.
The foreign ministers of Turkey
and Omanalsostressed the need
to avoid further military escala-
tion in separate calls with their
Iranian counterpart, Abbas
Araqchi. In a call with the army
chiefof Pakistan, which has also
mediated in the conflict, Aragchi
condemned what he called US
“warmongering policies”.
“TheStraitof Hormuzwillbe
reopened onlyunder Iranianar-
rangements, not through US
threats,”said Iran'stop negotiator
Bager Ghalibaf.

Eightwere withno

New attacks raise
questions about

what comes next
inUS-Iran conflict

Associated Press
Washington, July 9

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
says he believes the ceasefire
withIranis over. Hesayshe’snot
sure he wants a deal anymore
and says the US should “finish
the job.” But he also insists con-
tinued attacksdonotmeanare-
turn to war or long-term action.
The confusion and uncer-
tainty in Trump’s mixed mess-
aging and his approval of back-
to-back military strikes leave
major questions about what
comes next in the conflict, just
weeks after difficult diplomacy
to reach even an initial deal be-
tween thelongtime adversaries.
The whipsawing rhetoric
could be a strategy to increase
pressure on Tehran to stop at-
tacking ships transporting oil
and natural gas in Strait of Hor-
muz and bend to US demands
onits nuclear program —some-
thing Trump has tried before.
Whether it is a negotiation
tacticorasignal ofan escalation
infighting, mediatorsarescram-
bling to save the interim deal
and the actions risk further in-
flaming tensions —which could
spell problems for Republicans
in November’s midterm elec-
tions if gas prices stay high.
Aregional intelligence offi-
cial involved in mediation said
conflict had reached a critical
stage as mutual mistrust rises.

Putin likely to ‘escalate’ Ukraine war, despite Trump peace push

Reuters
Madrid, July 9

PRESIDENT VLADIMIR Putin
is rejecting calls to negotiate
peace with Kyiv, three sources
close to Kremlin told Reuters,
with Ukraine’s recent drone
strikes on Russia’s oil refineries
and ports strengthening his re-
solve to keep fighting for now.
Twoofthesources, speaking
oncondition of anonymity, said
that Putin was instead likely to
escalate the conflict, now well
into its fifth year. One of them,
‘who meets regularly with the
president, described a “high pro-
bability" of escalation in the

coming months.

The comments come after
'USPresident Donald Trump on
Monday said that Putin wanted
the war to end and that a resol-
ution was “closer than people
realize.” Trump held separate
phone calls with Putin and his
Ukrainian counterpart Volody-
myr Zelenskyy last week. He
met Zelenskyy at the NATO
summit on Wednesday where
the Ukrainian president said
they discussed “ideas to bring
peace closer.”

‘The White House did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

One of the people familiar
with Putin’s thinki idhehad

“dugin his heels” to achieve the
Kkey objective of capturingthere-
mainder of Ukraine’s eastern
Donbas region, where Russian
advances have slowed this year.

The same source said Putin
recently rebuked a group of ad-

ingacompromise

special military operation,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said in response to a re-
quest forcomment for thisstory.

In response to a request for
comment to Zelenskyy’s office,
asenior Ukrainian official said
Kyiv'si reportsinre-

based on a ceasefire along the
current front lines. The second
sourcesaid Putinbelieves Russia
will soon capture the Donbas.
The Russian president pub-
liclyrebuffed acall by Zelenskyy
in June for a meeting and a
ceasefire. “Russia is ready for a

peaceful  resolution  but
has enough capability to act in-
ly and continue the

Anti-immigration South African
groups drag foreigners from homes

Reuters
Johannesburg, July 9

GROUPS OF anti-immigration
South Africansseized foreigners
from their homes in Johannes-
burg on Thursday and handed
them to police in ahardening of
Pprotests that have sown fear in
communities and strained ties
with some countries.

In Johannesburg's Alexan-
dra township, protesters were
seen breaking down doors and
entering houses where they be-
lieved undocumented immi-
grants were hiding.

They escorted the people
to police vans where they were

taken away, including awoman
and asmall child from Malawi.
Another man who was appre-
hended by the marchers told
Reuters he was in the country
legally. “TamaZEP holder,” said
the Zimbabwean national, Total
Mhlanga, referring to the Zim-
babwean Exemption Permit
which allows tens of thousands
of nationals to live and work in
South Africa.

In Soweto, anti-i

“peaceful march” followed by
“door todoor™.

Another marchtookplacein
Durban on the east coast. The
most prominent leader of the
‘movement, former radio pres-
enter Jacinta Ngobese-Zuma,
said on that day that protests
would take place every Thurs-
day until demands were met.

Her group, March and
March, has painted undocu-
mented i as the

protesters marched through
town wielding sticks and flags,
with plans to go search for un-
documented immigrants.
Several of the flyers for
Thursday's protests advertised a

source of South Africa's econ-
omic problems and is demand-
ing tighter border controls,
mass deportation, and for
schools and health centres to
serve South Africans first.

centmonthsreflected that Putin
was preparing for further steps
inthe war rather than for peace,
including new operations in
Ukraine or a possible attack on
another European country.

Some Western military ana-
lysts believe Russia would need
amandatory draft of fighting-
age men to achieve the goal of
taking the Donbas.

Ukrainian drones batter Russian
oil facilities, set oil tankers ablaze

Kyiv: Ukrainian drones hit more
Russian oil facilities and set two
oil tankers ablaze in the Sea of
AzovonThursday, adayafterUS
President Donald Trump
pledgedtograntKyivalicenseto
manufacture the Patriot air de-

The Kremlin said the license
deal reflected what it called
‘Washington’s “ambivalence” but
noted itappreciated Trump’sef-
forts to help broker a peace deal
to end the war, which Russia
launched over fouryears ago.

orotectitscities.

UK rikesonoil

A top Ukrainian official,
meanwhile, cautioned that it
could take a year or more for the
countryto produce Patriotinter-
ceptor missiles.

refineries and other infrastruc-
ture across Russia has triggered
a widespread fuel crisis with
gasolineshortagesand: mnonmg
inmultiple regions.

Critical US Senate race in doldrums
as candidate qu1ts over rape charges

Reuters
Washington, July 9

MAINE DEMOCRATS were
scramblingon Thursday tofind
a path forward on a critical US
Senate race after progressive
candidate Graham Platner
dropped out following a string
of controversies including an
accusation this week of rape.

The seat in the rural north-
easternstate, currently held by
Republican US Senator Susan
Collins, is seen as vital for the
party's chances of taking con-
trol of the Senate in Novem-
ber's midterm elections.

‘Two Democratic candidates

Graham
Platner,
Democratic
candidate
whoquitrace

who came upshort in their runs
for the party’s nomination for
governor have already jumped
into the newly reopened race,
both laying claim to the popu-
list mantle that gave the win to
Platner, an oyster farmer and
US Marine Corps veteran.
NiravShah, alawyerand epi-
demiologist, promised Mainers
he would fight to reduce medi-
cal bills and make “billionaires

and the biggest corporations fi-
nally pay their fair share.”

“The past few days have
been frustratingand downright
maddening for all of us here,”
Shah said in a video message
announcing his renewed candi-
dacyonsocial media. “And now
it's time to focus on the future.”

And Troy Jackson, alogger,
announced his candidacy on
‘Wednesday night, promisingto
empower “a powerful move-
ment of working class people.”

Both candidates focused
their attacks on Collins, an in-
cumbent of nearly three dec-
ades, who is running for re-
election.

Agungifted by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Lithuanian
President Gitanas Nauseda at the NATO summitin Ankara. ReuTers

Turkey’s Erdogan gifts
NATO leaders arevolver
conundrum after summit

Reuters
Madrid, July 9

BELGIUM’S PRIME minister
wasalittlesurprised onlanding
back home from Wednesday's
NATO summit in Turkey to
find thathe had ahandgunand
ammunition in his luggage.

After NATO leaders gath-
ered for Wednesday's fractious
summit in Ankara, their host,
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, handed each
an unusual parting gift: a vin-
tage revolver, along with live
ammunition indicating it was
not just for show.

Erdogan wanted to show-
case Turkey's defence industry,
which has become a key export
and foreign policy tool.

Images shared by the office
of Lithuanian President Gita-
nas Nauseda showed what ap-
peared to be the Gumusay .357
Magnum, a rare six-shooter
produced by Turkish arms
maker MKE in the 1990s.

It was set in a wooden dis-

*BRIEFLY

play box featuring Turkey's flag
and the NATO logo as well as a
placard inscribed “Gumusay,
the first revolver-type handgun
produced in our country” in
Turkish and English.

Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez's spokesperson
said all the leaders had been
giventhesame model, engraved
with their own names. The Bel-
gian premier, Bart De Wever,
handed his to Brussels' airport
police to be secured in asafe.

An aide to Polish President
Karol Nawrocki told Radio RMF
FM that his revolver was await-
ingcustoms clearanceat Warsaw
Airport and would be keptinan
appropriate place “so that it is
firstly safe and secondly re-
spected as a gift”. “Certainly no
onewillbeshootingit,” headded.

The offices of the Dutch and
Swedish prime ministers said
their revolvers had been take to
their respective embassies in
Ankara. The Dutch one wasdue
tobedisabled while the Swedish
oneawaitingimport paperwork.

PORTUGAL

‘Total Eclipse of the Heart’
singer Bonnie Tyler Dies at 75

BONNIE TYLER, the gravelly voiced,
Grammy-nominated Welsh pop star
whose 1983 chart-topping power bal-
lad “Total Eclipse of the Heart™” en-
chanted succeeding generations
with itsbombastic charms during
solarand lunar eclipses, has died.
Shewas 75. Tyler died unexpectedly
inahospital in Portugal where she
wasbeingtreated for anillness, her
family said Thursday in astatement.

She was hospitalized in May in Faro,

Bonnie for
Tylerduringarehearsal

for201 final

intestinal surgery.

“Bonnie’s family and team are
heartbroken

that

Bonnie unexpectedly passed away
last night in hospital in Portugal as a result of the illness
that she was being treated for,” her family said.

ITALY

Two Russian
officials expelled
in espionage case

THEITALIAN government
hasdecided to expel two
military attaches at the Rus-
sian Embassy in Italy who
wereallegedlyinvolved in
espionage activities, Foreign
Minister Antonio Tajani said
onThursday. Earlier this
‘week, two people were
arrested on charges of pas-
singclassified information
toaRussianagent. Prosecu-
tors said the main suspect
was a former officer of
Italy's Carabinieri police
force. REUTERS

GERMANY

US Tomahawk
missiles deal
secured: Merz

GERMANY HASstrucka
deal with the United States
tobuy American-made
Tomahawk cruise missiles
and station themin
Germany, Chancellor Frie-
drich Merzannounced
Thursday. The German
leader said the agreement
onthelong-range missiles,
which are used to strike tar-
getsdeep inside enemy ter-
ritory, was reached this
week on thessidelines of the
NATO summit in Turkey’s
capital, Ankara. AP

o THE ACADEMY TRAINED SEVERAL MEMBERS OF CAPE VERDE’S 2026 WORLD CUP SQUAD, INCLUDING JOAO PAULO FERNANDES AND KEVIN PINA, WHO SCORED THE NATION’S FIRST WORLD CUP GOAL AGAINST URUGUAY

AtCape Verde academy, football talents dream big after World Cup debut

Sodiq Adelakun
&Julio Rodrigues
Praia, July9

THOUSANDS OF flag-waving
fans gathered in Cape Verde’s
capital towelcome the returning
national soccer team after their
stunning debut World Cup per-
formance, mobbing the players
astheyleft the airport.

Indowntown Praia, atoneof
the country’s most prestigious
training academies, students as
young as nine say it is just the
start of their island nation’s
transformation into a power-
house of the sport.

From their opening group-

knockout loss to defending
champions Argentina, the “Blue
Sharks” frustrated some of the
world’sbeststrikersand showed
off some scoring flair of their
own, pushing Lionel Messi’s
team into extratime.
Supporter Renato Ribeiro
said he was overjoyed to see his
team, representingacountry off
West Africawith a population of
around 500,000, theleast popu-
lousevertoreach the World Cup
knockout rounds, defy the
‘world’s low expectations.
“They only gave us a 1%

REUTER:

chance, butl id that1%
isalot for us,” he told Reuters
during a party at a fan zone on

againstheavy it
Spain to their heartbreaking 3-2

Sunday, wheretl
an appearance. “My greatest

pride is to see that our national
team will leave young people
with more desire to play.”

itthe BolaPraF

The inspirational nature of
the Blue Sharks’strongshowing
is already on display at Praia's

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

inPraia, Cape

Bola Pra Frente — “Ball For-
ward” — Academy, which was
founded in 2010 and quickly es-

tablished itself as a top national
development centre.

“The future of football in
Cape Verde, both women’s and
men’s, is strong — it is big,” said
SilveriaNedio, thehead coach at
the academy and for the
‘women'’s national team.

The academy was an early
training ground for several
playersonthe 2026 men’s World
Cup team, including defender
Jodo Paulo Fernandes and mid-
fielder Kevin Pina, whonotched
Cape Verde’s first World Cup
goal in a group-stage match
against Uruguay.

There are currently around
240 players aged between four
and 17 training at Bola Pra
Frente, all of them plugged into

New Delhi

the Blue Sharks’ recent heroics.
“Iwanttogettothetopwhere
football can take me,” said César
Alexandre Franga, 12, who has
been training at the academy
since hewassix. “Tlike my family
and want to make them proud.”

Marcelo Pereira Valera, 9,
has been at the academy for
three years and also dreams of
being called up to the national
team. “Iwant to do great things
with football,” he said.

Bola Pra Frente is one of
‘more than 20 football academies
in Praia alone, and there are
others scattered across the 10
volcanic islands that make up
the archipelago, said Mario
Semedo, president of the na-
tional football federation.

“I believe we have indeed
madereal investments,” hesaid,
adding that this had “played a
major part in the development
of our national team”. The na-
tional programme still faces fi-
nancial constraints, however,
prompting many young talents
toseekdevelopment abroad.

Even before the World Cup
started, Nedio was helping put
Cape Verdean soccer on the
map, securing the women’s
teanm’s first qualification last year
for the Africa Cup of Nations
tournament that begins later
this month in Morocco.

“From this moment on-
wards, things can change com-
pletely - both in football and in
the country.” REUTERS
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GOVT’S TOP ECONOMIST SAID THE ADVANTAGE BUILT BY INDIA ‘CAN ERODFE’

GCC costsrising, others are

copying India, cautions CEA

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, July 9

'WHILE THE rise of global capa-
bility centres (GCCs) has been
“one of the quiet successes” of
India, the country can’t be com-
placent as costs are rising do-
mesticallyand other nationsare
copyingus, ChiefEconomic Ad-
visor V Anantha Nageswaran
said on Thursday.
Speakingat the CIl GCCBusi-

CEAV Anantha Nageswaran

hecautioned that
theadvantage builtby India “can
alsoerode”. “Other countriesare
‘watchingusand copyingus. Our
costs are rising. In some skills,
our talent is already scarce. So,
indispensability is not a title we
can hold forever. It is a position
we have to earn, and then earn
again. The moment we believe
we have arrived is the moment
othersbegintocatchup,” Nages-
‘waransaid, warningagainstcel-
ebrating “too early”.

Indiaisaglobalhubof GCCs,
‘with the CEA pointing out that
there may be more than 2,000
such centres in the country
possibly employing morethan2
million people, with revenue
heading towards $100 billion.
On the whole, they account for
around 2% of India’s GDP.

‘With more and more global
companies— from bankstocar-
makers and semiconductor
firms — performing cutting-
edge work in artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning in
these GCCs, India has become
thesecond-largestbase of enter-
prise Al talent in the world.

Addressing fearsthat Almay
replace Indian professionals
suchascoders, Nageswaran said
that if the value of a GCC lies in
“doing simple tasks at low cost,
then that value is under real
threat”. However, heargued that
the building, deployment, and
governing of Al still requires hu-
mans, and that this workis only
increasing, withagrowingshare
of itbeing done in India. And in
well-run GCCs, Alonly raisesthe
value of each employee.

The CEA said that in such a

* GUARDRAILS

INDIAIS aglobal hub of GCCs,
with over 2,000 such centres
possibly employing more than 2
million people, with revenue
heading towards $100 billion. On
the whole, they account for
around 2% of India’s GDP, CEA
Nageswaran said.

BUT HE cautioned thatindispen-
sability is notatitle that can be held
forever. Itis a position that has to
be earned, and then earned again.

FM: Not just host GCCs; maximise
innovation, accelerate discovery
R

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, July 9

MOVING BEYOND minimising
cost to maximising innovation,
accelerating discovery and
strengthening long-term com-
petitiveness should define the
ambition for the enterprises for
thenextdecade, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Thursday.

The ambition for the next
decade should not simply be to
host Global Capability Centres
(GCCs), but “to ensure that an
increasing share of the world's
ideas, parents, products, algo-
rithms, platforms and enter-
prise capabilities are conceived,
engineered and led from India”,
shesaid.

“Global enterprises no

situation, the government and
industry must work together to
ensure GCCs don’t stand still
and “move up”, while asserting
thatwhile the government “can
build the runway... It cannot fly
the plane.”

Listing the announcements
oftheUnion Budget 2026-27 that
provided tax certainty to GCCs
and simplified and expanded
thetransfer-pricingsafe harbour
along with a higher threshold,

id industry must

longer ries merel;
Dbased on costsorincentives. Itis
ecosystems, not incentives
alone, thatdeterminelong-term
competitiveness,” Sitharaman
said at the inaugural GCC sum-
mit organised by the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry (CII).
In her message tothe indus-
try leaders, Sitharaman urged
them to continue moving deci-
sivelyupthe value chain by cre-
atingintellectual property, lead-
ing fronuer research, and
des Iapplications, own

now help make the “move from
cost to capability, from execu-
tion to innovation”. This in-
cludes skilling in the form of

product architecture to drive
global innovation.

She asked industry to
deepen its engagement with

day- which
will require umversmes indus-
try,and thegovernmenttowork
together at the same time. With
the value of GCCs lying in the
judgmentofthe peoplewhorun
them, the goal according to the
CEA s not to make people work
like machines but to free staffto
dowhat machines can’tdo.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

institutions through
stronger partnerships with uni-
versities, start-ups, and centres
of excellence to ensure that in-
novation moves seamlessly
from laboratories to markets.
AsTier-2and Tier-3citiesare
rapidly developing the talent,
infrastructure and innovation
capacity required for globally
competitive enterprises, Sitha-
raman said the industry should

TCS reports 8.5% jump in net
profit for first quarter of FY27

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumhat July 9

TATA CONSULTANCY Ser-
vices (TCS), India’s largest soft-
ware services exporter, on
Thursday reported an 8.5% on-
year rise in net profit to Rs
13,849 crore for the first quarter
of the financial year 2027
(QIFY27).

Ithad reported a profit of Rs
12,760 crore in the first quarter
of FY26. The net profit, attribu-
table to the shareholders of the
company, was down by 2.68%
from Rs 13,718 crore in March
2026 and a rise of 4.61% from
Rs 12,760 crore in June 2025.

The firm incurred an ex-
penditure of Rs 668 crore due
tosettlement of a legal claim.

Revenue for QIFY27 rose by
13.9% to Rs 72,275 crore as
against Rs 63,437 crore a year
ago period. The board of the
company declared a dividend
of Rs 12 per share.

The company posted a net
margin of19.2%. TCS shares de-
clined by 0.52% at Rs 2,047.75

on the BSE on Friday. TCS
shares have fallen by 40% from
the 52-week high of Rs 3416.60
on July 9, 2025 amid the slow-
down in global IT spending,
West Asia conflict and the dis-
ruption caused by the Al devel-
opments.

“QIFY27 reflects continued
growth momentum and the
strength of our strategic posi-
tioning, despite geopolitical
and macro-economic head-
winds,” K Krithivasan, Chief
Executive Officer and Manag-
ing Director, said.

“We delivered a strong
order book of $9.5 billion, in-
cluding a marquee Al-led
transformation deal with SKF,
while continuing toadd clients
across key revenue bands and
scalingour Albusinesstoa $2.6
billion annualized revenue run
rate,” he said.

“As customers accelerate
investments in Al modernisa-
tion, cyber-security, sovereign
cloud and platform simplifica-
tion, our strong deal conver-
sion, improving client mining

and expanding ecosystem
partnerships position TCS well
to translate opportunity into
sustained growth,” Krithivasan
said. Aarthi Subramanian,
Executive Director - President
and Chief Operating Officer,
said “Q1 was characterised by
strong growth across several
services. We won multiple Al-
led transformation deals with
our dual commitmentto Al-led
optimization as well as innova-
tion-led outcomes.”

“We signed strategic part-
nerships with Anthropic and
Mistral expanding our Al eco-
system,” Subramanian said.

The company provided
$150 million (Rs 1,352 crore) to-
wards the legal claim in the
standalone statement of profit
and loss for the year ended
March 31, 2026 and disclosed
$112 million (Rs 1,010 crore) as
provision towards legal claim
under exceptional items and
$38 million (Rs 342 crore)
under other interest costs.
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The next phase of GCC growth cannot remain confined to a handful
of metropolitan centres, the FM said. express PHOTO

look at expanding into the
emerging cities.

“Tencourage industry toen-
gage proactively with state gov-
ernments, city administrations,
educational institutions and
local communities to build that
awareness and help prepare
these cities for the next wave of
GCC investment,” she said, ad-
ding that industry should build
partnerships with governments
bysharing practical feedbackon
policy, processes, talent and in-
frastructure. Urgingenterprises
that have invested successfully
inIndiatobecomeambassadors
for India's capabilities, she said
their success stories are the
“strongest endorsement of In-
dia’s GCC ecosystem”.

The finance minister said
the next phase of GCC growth
cannot remain confined to a
handful of metropolitan
centres. “If the first 2,000 GCCs
‘were concentrated in metropoli-
tan centres, the next wave of In-
dia’s GCC growth will be geo-
graphically far more diverse.
The geography of global value
creation itself is changing. To-
morrow’s breakthrough in artifi-
cial intelligence, engineering
designor product development
could emerge as readily from
Varanasi, Chandigarh, Visakha-

India questions
e-comminterim
pathway at WTO

Press Trust of India
Nachlhl July9

INDIA HAS raised questions in
the World Trade Organization
(WTO)over aninterim arrange-
ment as a pathway for imple-
mentation of an agreement on
e-commerce, which has been
agreed upon by only 66
member countries of the WTO.

According to acommunica-
tion circulated by the WTO on
Thursday at the requestof India,
on February 18 and December
16, 2025, the General Council
(GC) was requested to adopt a
decision to add the pact to
Annex 4 of the WTO agree-
ments, but there was no consen-
suson that.

Annex 4 of the pact contains
plurilateral trade pacts that are
binding only on the WTO
members who have accepted
them, unlike the mandatory
multilateral agreements. But
such pacts need the consensus of
the member countries. India
has opposed the e-commerce

agreement.

patnam, Tiruchirappalli or My-
suru as from Bengaluru, Hyde-
rabad or Gurugram.”

“These cities are offering
competitive operating costs,
and they are also rapidly devel-
opingamatureinnovationbase,
emergingas powerful centres of
innovation,” she said.

The establishment of a GCC
inoneofthesecitieshasamulti-
plier impact, Sitharaman said.
“It creates demand for ad-
vanced skills and specialised
training. It supports start-ups,
professional services, housing,
urban infrastructure and re-
search collaborations. Italsoen-
courages stronger partnerships
between universities, industry

Govt waives import duty on
inputs for manufacturing
batteries, display assemblies

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, July 9

THE UNION finance ministry
has exempted customs duty
on 85 capital goods used in
lithium-ion cell arin,

© CUSTOMS RELIEF

THEDUTY exemptionson

specified inputs and parts are

intended to provide animpetus
d d ing of

as well as on inputs used in the
manufacture of  display
assemblies and inductor-coil
modules for wireless chargingin
cellular mobile phones, till
March 2029 to promote
domestic manufacturing in the
electronics sector.

The items exempted from
customs duty include backlight
units, frames, anisotropic con-
ductivefilm, cathodeand anode
extrusion coating machines,
powder dryers and slurry
transfer systems.

A finance ministry official
said the duty exemptions on

display assemblies used in the
automotive, medical and
industrial sectors.

EXPERTS SAID the government
isgradually integrating India into
the global electronics and smart-
phone value chain by extending
duty relief to specified compo-
nents used in smartphone and
electronics manufacturing.

THEEXPANDED LIST of 85

exempted capital goods for
lithium-ion cell manufacturing
is expected to accelerate
investments in domestic battery
manufacturing.

tending duty relief to specified
components used in smart-

tures. The expanded list of 85
exempted capital goods for li-

specified inputsand
tended toprowdeammpetusto
domestic manufacturing of dis-

phoneand electror cell ingis
turing. likely to accelerate investments
The expanded list of 85  indomesticbattery manufactur-

lay liesused intheauto-
motive, medical and industrial
sectors.

The import duty exemption
for inputs used in the manufac-
tureofinductor-coil modules for
‘wireless chargingin cellular mo-
bile phones will further deepen
value addition in mobile phone
manufacturing, the official said.

On the duty exemption for
capital goods used in lithium-
ion cell manufacturing, the offi-
cial said the earlier exemption
was linked to lithium-ion cells
used in specific types of bat-
teries, such as those for mobile
phones, electric vehicles and

and local institutions, helping
cities evolve into vibrant inno-
vation ecosystems. In doing so,
GCCs become catalysts for bal-
anced regional development,”
shesaid.

‘The minister said states can
developspecialised ecosystems
aligned to their own abilities
and needs as different states
possess different competitive
advantages, which will help
makeIndia’soverallinnovation
ecosystem moreresilient, diver-
sified and globally competitive.
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energy

1 capital goods for li-
thium-ion cellmanufacturingis
expected to accelerate invest-
ments in domestic battery
manufacturing, a strategically
important segment for smart-
phones, consumer electronics
and electric mobility.

Manoj Mishra, Partner and
Tax Controversy Management
Leader at Grant Thornton Bha-
rat, said the government’s deci-
siontogrant duty exemptionsis
another  significant  step
towards strengthening India’s
electronics manufacturing eco-
system. “By reducingtheimport
cost of critical components and
capital goods, these measures

existing entries for specified
capital goodsused in the manu-
facture of lithium-ion cells and
removestherestriction linked to
specific downstream battery ap-
plications, and this will support
lithium-ion cell manufacturing
for batteries used across elec-
tronics, electric mobility, energy
storage and other applications,”
the official said.

Expertssaid the government
is gradually integrating India
into the global electronics and
smartphone value chain by ex-

*Goldpricefalldragsforexreservesto15-mthlow

The fallin the global price of gold is influencing the level of India’s
foreign exchange reserves, with Reserve Bank of India data released
Friday showing the reserves were down more than $5 billion as on

June 26 compared the previous week.

Itwasinthe June 22-26 week

that the price of gold had fallen below $4,000 per ounce for the

first time since November.
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®As on June 26, India’s forex
reserves stood at $666.93
billion, down $5.65 billion week-
on-week. This was almost
entirely because of a $5.39
billion fallin the value of the
RBI's gold holdings, the central
bank data showed.
®At$666.93 billion, India’s forex
reserves areat their lowest level

since March 28, 2025 —ora15-
monthlow —when the reserves
stood at $665.40 billion.

@®The value of the RBI's gold
holdings, at $102.54 billion, is
down 26% since January 30,
when gold prices had hitan all-
time high of around $5,500/0z.
The RBI continues to hold
880.52 metric tonnes of gold.

‘SOURCE:RBI

are d to improve cost
competitiveness, encourage
greaterdomestic value addition,
and support the localisation of
high-value manufacturing in
smartphones and other elec-
tronic products. Theexemption
for inputs used in dlsplay as-
semblies for , medi-

ing, an area that is strategically
important for smartphones,
consumer electronics and elec-
tric mobility,” Mishra said.
Senior Research Fellowatthe
Academy of Business Studies
(ABS), KS Chalapati Rao, said in
anote on Thursday that elec-
tronics manufacturing, a key
component of the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
and the broader domestic
manufacturing push, saw new
equity inflows almost halve in
FY26 compared with FY25.
“Electronics FDI fell from $2.04
billion (FY25) to $1.15 billion
(FY26) despite record aggregate
inflows. One possible interpre-
tation is that the initial invest-
ment cycle associated with the
PLI programme is moderating.
Confirmation, however, requires
firm-level evidence,” Rao said.
InaLokSabhareplylastJuly,
Minister of State for Electronics
and Information Technology
Jitin Prasadasaid the number of

cal and industrial appllcauons
broadens support beyond con-
sumer electronics, while the re-
lief for inductor coil modules
used in wireless charging will
benefit smartphone manufac-

mobile manufacturing units in
India had increased to 300 in
2024-25 fromjusttwoin2014-15.
Mobile phone production rose
28-fold to Rs 5.45 lakh crore,
whileexportsincreased 127-fold

turers adopting advanced fea-  toRs2lakhcrore.
*BRIEFLY

DrReddy’sdelays ‘Indialosing fuel
semaglutide worth Rs 4.5k cr
supply, loses annually dueto
$678 million tyre pressure’

Bengaluru: Indian
drugmaker DrReddy’s Lab-
oratories on Thursday said
itwill delay supplies of its
genericdiabetes drugdueto
anissue with the actlve
pharmaceutical i

New Delhi: India is estimated
tobelosing over 42 crore
litres of petrol worth more
thanRs 4,500 crore every
year duetolow tyre pressure,
oneof the most neglected

ts of vehicle

erasing $678 million from
its market capitalisation. It
told exchanges that certain
batches of semaglutide, the
keyingredientin
blockbuster diabetes and
obesity drugs, were found to

be “out of ion”.

ance, accordingtoastudy by
ATMA. Alarge number of
passenger vehicles on
Indianroadsarebeing
driven with tyre pressure
below the manufacturer-rec-
ommended levels, resulting

The firm said it would probe
theroot cause. REUTERS

Google appeals
Indiaruling over
its ads platform

New Delhi: Google has chal-
lenged anIndian court rul-
ingthatitinfringedona
company’s trademark

ial fuel wastage,
highervehicle operating
costs.PTI

DPIIT amends
footwear QCOs,
deadline toclear
stock extended

New Delhi: Toboost
domestic manufacturing

o MINISTRY DISCUSSED STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN CASE OF ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS —PARTICULARLY IF HYDROPOWER AND WIND GENERATION ARE AFFECTED

Power ministry mulls advisory amid EINifio uncertainty

Pratush Deep
New Delhi, July 9

THE POWER Ministry is ex-
pected toissue a detailed advis-
ory to stakeholders across the
power sector, outlining
measurestomitigate theimpact
of erratic weather conditions
due to the effects of EINifio.

Atareview meeting held on
Thursday, the ministry dis-
cussed contingency steps to be
taken in the event of adverse
weather conditions, particu-
larly if hydropower and wind
generation are affected, TheIn-
dian Express has learned.

The meeting was attended
by the Power Secretary, the
Central Electricity Authority

(CEA) Chairperson, represen-
tatives of State Load Despatch
Centres (SLDCs), state govern-
ments, transmission sector
stakeholders, among others.
‘This comes after Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) on Tuesday
tookstock of possible impact of
EINino on various sectors and
directed that the overall situ-
ation should be continuously
monitored and the impact of
the monsoon/delayed mon-
soon on vulnerable districts
must be assessed in coordina-

Thermal power station

tionwith remedial
action can be taken up when
necessary.
Accordingtoofficials aware
of the discussions, the Power
Ministry’s advisory is expected

to focus on a few key areas, in-
cluding ensuring fuel and
water availability for thermal
plants, preventing outages,

tominimise forced and partial outages. REUTERS

safeguarding critical trans-
mission assets, and shifting
more agricultural demand to
solar hours. It is likely to stress

the need for thermal power
plants to maintain adequate
coal stocks and ensure reliable
water availability, particularly
intheeventof deficient rainfall,
for which state governments
may be asked to facilitate
supply. Thermal power stations
are also expected to undertake
preventive maintenance to
minimise forced and partial
outages during periods of high
demand.

Generating companies and
transmission utilities may also
be asked to identify critical
transmission lines, trans-
formers and other network el-
ements vulnerable to heavy
loading or overloading, so that
preventive measures can be

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

takeninadvance. Theadvisory
isalsolikely to encourage states
to shift agricultural power de-
mand to solar hours to better
utilise abundant daytime solar
generation.

Queries sent to the Ministry
of Power remained un-

rightsby rivalsto
use its name as an advertis-
ingkeyword, arguing the
decision will hurt
consumers, documents re-
viewed by Reuters show. The
May decision could reshape
theonlineads marketina
country where Google last
year earned $4.1billion in
gross advertising revenue
butwhereitisalso facinga
raftof cases. REUTERS

and ofdoing
business, the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade on
Thursday said it had
amended two Quality Con-
trol Orders (QCOs) related
tothe footwear sector.
Notified last month, the
amendments extend the
deadline to July 31,2027
from July 31,2026 to clear
stocks. ENS

answered till thetime of fiing . * MARKETS

this report. There ns

thatdeficient rainfall could ad- e

versely affect both hydroelec- 7' 7' @) '@

tric and wind power gener- Gold » USDollar v
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output from these sources de- | 7 241 o5 23962.80 143,656 9539
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CLASSIFIED & TENDER
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Classifieds

|, Gaurav Jain S/0 Ashok Kumar
Jain, R/0 354, Near Mother
Dairy, Sector-17, Kheri Kalan
(113), Faridabad, Haryana-
121002, have changed my name

PERSONAL

I,Dayakant s/o-Prabhu Yadav,
R/0-191, Din Dayal L

t h Jaiin.

0071046738-1
1,DHANANJAY KUMAR
SINGH,S/O,

Camp, Road No-77, Punjabi
Bagh West, New Delhi-26, have
changed my name to Dayakant
Yadav.

00408650202

L,Reena Kumari,D/o Shri Inder
Singh Rana,R /0 J-4/79A Khirki
Extension,MalviyaNagar,New
Delhi-17,declare that my
mother's name has been
wrongly mentioned as Malti
Deviinmy 10th Class School
Certificates.My mother’s
Correct-name is Musi Devi.

0040865022-7

Gita Rana, wife of Janak
Kumar Rana, residing at
Chaura Raghunathpur, Sector-
22,Noida-201301, District-
Gautam Buddha Nagar,U.P., do
hereby declare thatinthe
school records and ongoing
CBSE registration forms for the
Class-10th board

SINGH,R/0, H.No1,3rd
floor,Hayat-Nagar,Shiv

IKajal D/O Ranbir Singh Malik
R/O House no 729,Sector-23,
Sonipat, Haryana- 131001 Have
Changed My Name Kajal To
Kajal Malik Permanently.

0040864994-1

LAnlta Rani W/o Jai Kishan R/o
K-1559 K-Block Jahangirpuri
N.S Mandi Delhi-110033' have
changed my name to ANITA.

0040865049-6

Park,khora-
UTTAR PRADESH-201020,| have
changed my name to KARAN
SINGH RATHORE.

0040865022-4

I, MUNUSWAMY
RAMAMOORTHY, S/0 P.
MUNUSWAMY R/0 C-6A/61C
JANAKPURI B-15.0 JANAKPURI
B-1WEST DELHI - 110058 have
changed my name M.
RAMAMOORTHY for all future
purposes

0071046640-1

1, MEENU W/O-PAWAN KUMAR

SINGHAL,R/0-362, 3RD
FLOOR,POCKET-5, SECTOR-
22,ROHINI, DELHI-110085,have
changed my name to MEENU
RANISINGHAL.

00408650272

of my minor daughter, Vidhi
shishodia, astudent of Class-
sthat Assisi Convent School,
Noida, my name has been
wrongly recorded as Geeta
Rana. My correctand legal
name is Gita Rana. In future, |
should be known and
addressed as GitaRana
0071046661-1

I,Lalitha velayotham,W/0 Arul
Raj,R/0 A-250,2nd Floor,Double
Storey, Near Nehru Enclave
Metro Station,Kalkaji,South

I,HasIna Bano, D/o Saeeduddin,
R/0 26, Gali No-18, Zakir Nagar,
JamiaNagar, New Delhi-

1, MOHAMMAD ASIF S/o
Mohammad Ahmad, J-44/1,
GaliNo-48/2, Jafrabad,
Seelampur, Delhi-53, have
changed my name to MOHD
ASIF S/0o Mohd Ahmed.

0071046672-1

I, Sakshi Agarwal W/0 Manuj
Jain R/O Flat No. 252,
Kadambari Appartment ,
Sector-9, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
after marriage have changed
my name as Sakshi Jain.

0040865031-1

,N0-12984755A,NK,Gh Mohd
Bhat, R/0- KandiKhass, Tehsil-
Handwara,District-Kupwara-
193221.In my service record the
name and D o Bofmy son has
been wrongly mentioned as
Mehraab Ahmad Bhat,19-04-
2010instead of Mehrab Ahmad

I, Prachi Ruhela, D/o Hemant
Kumar R/0 Om Sai Enclave,
Chipiyana Buzurg, inform that
my High School Marksheet
(Roll No. 1230399397) has been
lost from my bag in Chipiyana.

00710466181

Itis notified for information that
my Original/Duplicate
Qualifying Examination
Certificate of
main/Compartment,
Secondary, Senior Secondary
Examination of Year 1986 and
Roll No. 34806 issued by CBSE
has been actually
lost/destroyed/mutilated.
Name of the candidate Rajiv
Kumar Full address/Tel. WP-
467 Shiv Market, Wazirpur
Village, Ashok Vihar, Delhi -
110052

0040864909-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

o hich, i sl b preomd o 2

sa-
Arun Kumar (Advocate)
a Block,

s Hazari Cow

Kanchan Khanna W/o Praveen
Chand Khanna & Vidhu Khanna
W/o Naveen Khanna R/0 17
Alipur Road Civil Lines Delhi
110054 we have lost original
possession certificate number
0C/PL/904/13, allotment letter
BH242280 and flat buyer’s
agreement of Flat No-902
Tower-0C-6, 9th Floor Orange
County GH-4 AhinsaKhand-1,

up

Bhat,11-12-2011as
in Aadhaar Card. It needs

201014
0040864914-1

110025, h y name
toHaseenaBano forall
purposes.

00408650492

1,Pavan Kumar Agrawal s/o-
Uttam Chand Agarwal, R/o-C-
53B, Block-C, Gali No-01,Rama
Vihar, Karala, Delhi-81, have
changed my name to Pavan
Kumar Agarwal.

0040865020-1

Delhi-110019,have changed my
name to Lalitha.

0040865049-5

I,Vimal Singh Rana,S/o Late Shri
Dharam Singh Rana,R/0 J-
4/79A, Khirki

ion,Malviya Nagar,New

1,No- NK,Gh Mohd
Bhat, R/0- Kandi Khass, Tehsil-
Handwara,District-Kupwara-
193221.In my service record the
D 0B of my son namely Musaib
Ahmad Bhat has been wrongly
mentioned as 26-11-2013
instead 0f02 01-2016as

Delhi-110017,declare that my
mother's name has been

rrection. tobe
filled to Unit 162 Inf BN TA JAKLI
within seven days.
00205162911

1, Ashutosh Pandey S/0
Ramakant Pandey R/o HNo.
5A/11026, 3rd Floor, W.E.A Sat
Nagar, Karol Bagh, PO: Karol
Bagh, Central Delhi- 110005, |
have changed the name of my
minor daughter Thaswika
Pandey to Thaswika Pandey
aged6years.

00710467331

1,S.P Tripathi, S/o- Late R.K
ripathi, R/0: WZ-134, Budela,
Vikaspuri, New Delhi-110018,
Have Lost Original OFFICE ID
CARD (ICICI BANK) in the Name
of Aneesh ID Card No-2605776,
VSTSID
TRIN304611/CN/CD/A00102.
Finder Contact:99990 90939

00710467021

PUBLIC NOTICE

IJAWAHAR LAL BHAWNANI,S/O
Motiram Bhawnani,R/0 H.No-

Sushila
Devl in my 10th class School
Certificates.My mother’s
Correct-nameis Kidi Devi.

0040865022-6

certmcates Il needs
correction. Objections to be
filled to Unit 162 Inf BN TA JAKLI
within seven days.
0020516290-1

Itis for general information that
1,RAKHI,D/0-RAM CHARAN,W/0
PRADEEP KUMAR,R/0 C-
163,Budh-Nagar
Inderpuri,Central-Delhi-
110012,declare that name of
mine has been wrongly written
as RAKHEE in my 10thand 12th
Class Educational Documents.
The actual name of mineis
RAKHI, which may be amended
accordingly.

0040865022-9

|, YOGINDER YADAV S/0 RAM
CHANDER YADAV R/O HOUSE
NO 3196 P, SECTOR 46, JHARSA,
PO: GURGAON SECTOR 45, DIST
GURGAON, HARYANAN 122003.
have changed my name
'YOGINDER SINGH YADAV for all
future purpose
0071046650-1

1, AKHANDA KUMAR SINGH, /0.
LALLAN SINGH, aged 53 years,
residing at H.no 846-B, SHIV
MANDIR BLOCK, TIRTHANKAR
NAGAR,JAINNAGAR, VILL -
KARALA, NORTH WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110081. have changed
my name from AKHANDA
KUMAR SINGH to AKHAND
KUMAR SINGH as per Affidavit

LAshish Sharma,s/o Kailash
Chand Sharma,R/0-Royal
Appartment,98-|
Floor,Kh.No-500/2,Shakti
Enclave Ajit-Vihar,Burari
Garhi,Delhi-110084,have
changed my name to Ashish
Kumar Sharma,for,all
future,purposes.

0040865049-10

IL.alllee Yadav D/o Raj Kumar
R/0 Ward No-08, School Para,
Ambhar, PO-Patna, Distt-Koriya,
Chhattisgarh - 497331, have
changed my nameto Lallee
Yadav

0071046667-1

1,Deepak Majoomdar,S/o-Arun
Kumar,R/o-Plot No-719,Flat
No.SF-1,2nd Floor,Sector-
3,vasundhara Ghaziabad U.P-
201012 have changed my name
to Deepak Majumdar.
0040865022-2

I Abhishek S/0 Jitender Kumar
R/0192-B,Katwaria Sarai, Hauz
Khas Delhi-110016 Have
Changed my Name to Abhishek
Kumar.

0040865049-7

1, MITHILESH R/0 A-223 SHASTRI
NAGAR DELHI-52, have
changed my name to
MITHILESH SHARMA vide
affidavit dated 08/07/2026 at

LHI

0130066639-1

No. IN-DL48:
dated 07.07.2026 issued by
Notary Public Avadhesh
Chandra Tiwari.

0040864913-1

I,Momina W/o Matloob
Ahmed,R/0 157-F,Pocket-A-
3,Mayur Vihar Phase-lll,Delhi-
110096,have changed my name
from Momina Parveen to
Momina.

0040865040-1

ISumita W/o Gurnam Singh, R/0
A-1/59, Sector-18, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 have changed my name
to Sumita Singh forall
purposes.

0040864904-1

I,Ravinder Singh Rewal,5/0
Khazan Singh,R/0 House No-
246, Housing Board Colony,

EW-4,Third/F, Mian Wali-
Nagar, Vihar,Delhi-
110087,have changed my name
to JAWAHER 5

has
o N

4
28 DLF Phac I Gurugram,

Hary from its owner Swarsj
Lumba. Do Badba Ram who. b
dectared ed along

imal sale

title documens in

00408650221

n Arora,R/c
418/3 Street No.7,Pandav
Road,Vishwas-Nagar, Delhi-
110032,have changed my name
to Nikita Arora for all purposes.
0040865022-3

erto known as AFROZ
"AHMAD,S/0 MANZOOR
AHMED,R/0,D.D.A. FLAT-
NO.41,POCKET-5, MAYUR VIHAR
PHASE-1, DIST:EAST-DELHI,
DELHI-110091,have changed
the name of my minor
daughter MAHALA AFROZ,
aged-08-years and she shall
hereafter be known as FAIQA
AFROZ.

0040865049-8

I,Deepak, S/0 SATYVEER R/0-
167, Bali,PO:-Bali, DIST:-
Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh-
250601, have changed my name
from Deepak Kumar,to
Deepakfor all future purposes.

0040865027-1

LRAJEEV GOEL S/0 Dharam Pal
Goyal R/0-E-174 Prashant Vihar
Rohini Sector-14,Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to RAJEEVKUMAR

0040865049-1

urendra Singh S/0 Jhabbu
Singh R/0 WZ-421A, Second
Floor, KH.No-66/10/1 and 66/11
66/9, Sadh Nagar, Palam
Colony, Near Railway Station
Palam, New Delhi- 110045, |
have changed the name of my
minor son Prag to Parag Yadav
aged 10years.

0071046741-1

Sector-

Haryana-122001,Have Changed

My Name to Ravindra Singh
0040865049-4

1, Sanjay Kumar S/o Late Shri
Thambu Ram Goyal R/0 228,
Near Sardar Patel Jheel, Gram
Sabha Colony, Pooth Kalan,
Delhi-110086 have changed my
name to Sanjay Kumar Goyal
forall purposes. 0040864904-3

I, Anil Singal,S/0 Amar Nath
Singal, R/0-86, Anand Vihar,
Pitampura Delhi,have changed
my name to Anil Kumar Singal.

0040865018-1

I, Khushbu (old name), /0
Devender Singh Dahiya, R/O H.
No.91/92, Pocket 11B, Sector
23, Rohini, Delhi - 110085, have
changed my name to Khushbu
Dahiya. Henceforth, | shall be
knownand called by the name
Khushbu Dahiya for all
purposes. Khushbu and
Khushbu Dahiyarefer to one
and the same person.

0040865031-2

LKanti bhatt dependent of
Shubham bhatt resident of RC-
206,galino-5,prashant
garden khora colony,
ghaziabad,UP-201309,have
changed my Name, from Kanti
bhatt to Kanti vide Affidavit
dated 02-07-2026,before
District court-delhi

0040865040-2

Jain,S/o-Late
shn Mahendra Kumar Jain,R/o-
888/5, Gali.N0.6A,Near-Banke
Bihari Mandir,Patel-
Nagar,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122001,have changed my name
from Prabhas Kumar Jain to
Prabhash Jain for all purposes.
8

L,TINA D/o Late R.G.Canneth,R/0-
H.No.78,New Four
StoreyVishal-Enclave, Rajouri
Garden,New Delhi-110027,have
changed my name to TINA
CANNETH.

0040865022-5

I, NUPURAGARWAL , W/O
SANJEEV AGARWAL R/0 A-201,
VVIP MANGAL RAJNAGAR
EXTENSION NANDGRAM
MEERUT ROAD GHAZIABAD
UTTAR PRADESH - 201003 have
changed my name RINI
AGARWAL for all future
purposes

00710466431

1,Md Abdul Gaffar S/o Husan
AraR/oC17,DDAHIGFlat,
Pocket 9A, Jasola, Jamia Nagar
Delhi have changed my name
to Abdul Gaffar for all
purposes.

00408649151

I, Vijay Kumar Singal, S/0 Pawan

Kumar Singal, residing at S-76
Vijay Vihar, Uttam Nagar, New
Delhi-110059, do hereby
change my name to Vijay
Singhal for all future purposes.
I declare that Vijay Kumar
singal and Vijay Singhal are the
names of one and the same
person. 0071046617-1
I, NK bearing No. 13004732N in
the 165 INF BN (TA) (H&H)
Assam, Achun Panmei, a
resident of Village,

I, Raj Kumar Lohia, S/o Late Shri
Hari Ram,R/0 A-1/23,2nd Floor,
Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name from
Raj Kumar to Raj Kumar Lohia.

0040865049-3

IMohammad Yasin S/o Late
Ghasita R/0 B-555, JJ Colony Old
Seemapuri Delhi-110095 have
changed my name to Mohd
Yaseen for all purposes.

0040864904-2

1,NOUSHAD S/0 Aftab Beg,R/o-
Wz-204/A-2,No.1 Hastsal-Road,
Near-Canara Bank,Uttam
Nagar,West-Delhi,Delhi-
110059,declare that name of
my father has been wrongly-
written as MUSTAK BEG in my
Voter-Card No.VEL4977815.The
actual name of my father s
AFTABBEG respectivelywhich
may be amended accordingly.

Mongjarong-Khunou, PO & P.S.
Nungba, District Noney,
Manipur, do hereby declare
that my wife’s real name
Lungniamlu Panmei and it will
beusedinall future purposes.
0040865056-1

I, Ikram Khan S/0 Nanua R/0-461,
Jhajhar, Gautam Buddha
Nagar, UP have changed my
name to Ikram. 0071046664-1

Asifa Begum, W/0- No-
12984755A NK Gh Mohd Bhat,
R/0- KandiKhass, Tehsil-
Handwara,District-Kupwara-
193221.Inmy husband’s service
record mynameandDoBhas
beenwrongly mentioned as
Asifa Bano,04-04-1986 instead
of Asifa Begum,01-05-1989. It
needs correction. Objections
tobefilled to Unit 162 Inf BN TA
JAKLI within seven days.

0020516304-1

I,Sunder Singh,S/0 Sh.Narayan
Singh,R/0 House No.332,First

LOST & FOUND

LOST: Property documents
(allotment & possession letter,
demand notice, challan
receipt, NOC electric
connection) of shop at Sector
B-1,CSC Double Story, Block 2,
Vasant Kunj, of Gayatri Panwar
(W/oLate ShriRS Panwar), R/0
H.No. 645, Sector A, Pocket C,
Vasant Kunj. Contact:
9862909418.

0130066599-1

Floor, Front Side,
Colony,SLF Mall, Sector-
30/33,Amarnagar,
Faridabad,Haryana-
121003,presently at New
Delhi,declare that actual name
of mine,my wife and children
are Sunder Singh, Sarla Manral,
Mukul Manral and Neha
Manral, respectively for all
future purposes.

0040865022-10

1,Poonam Kochar,W/o-Rajeev
Kochar,have lost my original-
property document property
id:-KCC-10761,document
(registration
no.3052/31/03/21) of the
shop.no.29,G.F.,Rodeo Drive
Mall,TDI-city Kundli,Distt:-
Sonipat-131028 Haryana.
Finder,may contact-
9999411170

0040865027-3

wha
or any part th
ofany demand documents

requited 1o put forth
hisierits claim with the undersigned
vitin sven 1)y of bl o

[whatsocver and no clim of whatsocver

sa-
SAMEER DEWAN

Advocate

ROAD NO 10, HOUSENO S,
EAST PUNJABI BAGH,|
NEW DELHI-110026,

nfarmaiion s given 10 geoerdl puble 53
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ot witeus ol Herac
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continuons disespect towirds the advice
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given o the|
publc at large that my chenl
Smt. Shashi Arora, wife of Shri
Anil Kumar Arora, is the absolute. |
rightiul and legal owner of
Property bearing No, C-31150,
anakpur, Celhi - 110056, I s|
clarified by my client that her son.|
Shn Rohit Arora and his family do|
not have any right, interest or|
share in the saxd property. I
anybady deals with them ha/she
will do 50 at his/her own risk, cost
and consequences. My client
shall nol be liable and|
respansible for their conduct in|
any manner whatsoever,

SALON| MAHALAN (Adiocsts)

Lwyers’ Chamber, Dehi High C:
Sher Shan Roas, New Devi-410003

L callor
{© WhatsApp
9717006820

to advertise
on classified
page
#The IndianEXPRESS
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(®] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE.

Online open E-Tander are invited by
Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer/
TRS/Electric Loco Shed/Gorakhgur!
North Eastern Raliway, acting for and
on behall of the President of India for
the follawing work: Tender Notice
No.: ELS GKP-SLAM-2026-27;
Dascription: “lManagement of SLAL
Systom ol ELS-GKP for 2 years.”

Estimated Cost: 56,48 283.08;
Earnest Money: ¥1,13 000/-, Cost af
Tender form: 20.00: Contract
Period: 24 Months; » Offer can be
uplpaded by the lenderer, up to
15:00 trs. on 31.07.2026 and will be
opened after 15:00 hrs. on
31.07.2026. = Detalled information,
minimum  eiigibility criteria, Terms
d Conditions regarding this
etender are available al websile
www.ireps.gov.in. + Tenderer should
check any comection’ cormigendum
related to this e-tender notice on the
website before uploading their offer.

DEE/TRS,
Gorakhpur

CPROJEL-90

RETTE IN TRAIN:

S. E. RAILWAY - TENDER

E-Tender Notice No. : KGPW-CARR-
COACHCL-26-28-1. For and on behall
of President of India, the Dy. Chief
Meghanical Engineer (Carmage Works),
Khasagpur Workshop, Knasagpur inviles
e-Tender for the following works. Name
of work : Mechanised cleaning of
interiar and exteriar portion of incoming
coaches, Intensive cleaning of interior
portion and buffing and polishing of
Stainless Steel components of traffic
out coaches, machanised intensive
cleaning and buffing and palishing
Paniry Cars/Power Car and intensive
cleaning of interior and exterior portion,
buffing and polishing of interior stainiess
sieel parts of traffic out EMUMEMU
coaches on cuntract basis. Place of
work : Kharagpur Workshop, South
Eastem Railway, Post-Kharagpur, Dist
Paschim Midnapore, Pin-
721301 Quantity : 4800 coaches
Tender Value : T 14188616/
2 2,21,000¢ Contract|

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that our clien is
negotiating for the purchase of Property

Sha Delhi from i
owner i ‘o Sh. Rajesh!
PopliAny person having any right,tile.
intrest, claim, len, charge or objection
in respect of the said property is hercby,
required to intimate the same in wriing

lasaturig 117 . af Priger

sty s bt Lot underignd ik 15 oy fom

" “mm . s,m};n.nnam e pusliction of this noic alon wih
eyt g supporing documens. Failig whi, i

T e, T e

lownar thraupn Sate” Dgad " gated st and our cliet shall proced with

ASa0el et by i sl the proposed transaction without any

funter i

s puon o fnds
i 1 vd g
nr i e e
e E
T i v,
i andlr shtion t of th
oy o mmumm

i under rugn i uy Ses
iy o |

i
' ablcaton of s ol

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL CONCERNED|
AT MY CLIENT ik Ay

Deed dated 16061951
Smt Basani Devi Wio Late Pt

e offc of sub LR
Rexis

Sa-
Devender Singh (Advocate)
CHAMBER NO.620, LAWYERS|
BUILDING, ROHINI DISTRICT|
COURT, DELHI-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

dated 30052026, regading the same has
d

Period : 24 Months from the date of
issue of LOA. Closing Date and Time
of Tender : At 03,08.2026 at 15.00 hrs
Cost of Tender Document : Nil,
Bidding System : Two Packel Sysiem
Contract Type : Service - General
Tender Type : Open. Details Tender,
Notice and Tender Document fs
available in the e-Portal website

https://www.ireps.gov. {PR-449)

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Divl, Rly. Manager, N.W.Rallway.
Jaipur for and on behalf of Prasidant of
India invites open E-Tender for the
following works upto 1600 hours on the
date shown as below- Name of work
with location : ENGG-JP-2026-27-77
DEN (E) JP Section- Repair fo Br No
94, 112, 130, 153, 178 and other minor
and major Bridges in RE-BAI sectian.
Approx Cost of work : 2125204492
Earnest money Rs. : 425100.00
Name of work with location : ENGG-
JP-2026-27-78 Providing track man
refuges along side track in the section
of DEN/E. Approx Cost of work :
24376120.24 Earnest money Rs. :
487500.00 Name of work with
location : ENGG-JP-2026-27-80
Infrastr Satellite

e o sl coument s e
inany mae il dosoat /e
Lm o ot o ooty

it of time. I any persoCorparaton/ban|
i

opery
15 ays ffom the dat of this publcalion. post
exiationof which any gttt ieest

Track Machine Depot, BKIJP with the
provision of staff facilties. Approx
Cost of work : 4148581 86 Earnest
money Rs. : £3000,00 Name of work
with location : ENGG-JP-2026-27-81
ADEN BKI Sub Drvision

NORTHERN RAILW

PEN ENDER NOTI
No. 128-Wi280/e Tender Notice/NIT-21-26-27-W-Il Dated :-08.07.2026
The Sr. Divisional Erginesr-Il, Northem Raitwary, Dathi Division invites E-Tendar for tha

NIT [ Name of wark:: 1. Fravision of new RPF/GRP barcacks, upgradation of

<21 | axisting RPFIGRF thana & baracks in the seclion af ADENMUT, and
2. Constructian of new crew and frain manager abby at Ghaziabad with
warious faiilies to unfing staff under ADENIGZE in jurisdicfion of S.
CEN-IOLL Approx cost of werk:- 4100746546

Eamest Money to be deposited:- 620200.00

2| Date & Time of apening of tendar [ 04.08.2025 15:00 Hrs.

3| Website particulars whers complete details | www.ireps.gov.in
of tender documents can be seen

st banking or payment gateway arly. 2362126
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

- The tendsrers must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procuremant system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating In the e-tender system, - For all
lerms and conditions please refer lender document. + No manual offers are
acGoplable. » Cost ar wil

ol

WAeE T AT T
fersprer At % foIw S St e e & i ww s
R ¥ AEA F TR F o i dad W) 2 7@ A F
forg <t/ TRt F Hiewis e 5 T
fomior Wl @R WR % wmE w O e SR fee g e,
fopdlt <t Fmeh i efea % T & IRE HefE s
AR (A FiE, TR, HY, TR, e, U,
W R grow) § feod wve fem ud duRe sfer s
IqRUEE S, TEE A % AR | ol S w2
Wi HevA Heifid st § @ve fawm vd e sifuewry
/ TTHUEE AT, T S 3 FEed A 13 gar,
2026 T FAE 10:00 I F farAler 20 FewE, 2026 F TR
12:00 T T A IHF T 1 R S FHA 2 |
forem vt & frfeor wfifa, wFiod & o fae 1 R e
foredt ot = Tt FrETA N THER A SRAFER FH F AIER
e B

AT/~
wreE s
No. 47029/HRY v T, H

V@IS TS WEE Rawatbhata Rajasthan Site
sifvefa it sfveats (EOI)-we-fafaar smw=or
Expression of Interest-cum-Invitation for Bids

S T, AR, /2026-27/1
EOI Invitation number, RR Site / CSR /2026-2027/1

AT, T TR g Fe FHfF SAEhie (CSR) ¥ shof ase ot

=i % (LGSF) weifrit snenfea sfeger simaardt Faf (AWCs) % festes, amyfd,
Forsfo, e (Erection) vd adteifin e #q o vd argee wsifedimd 4 afiefy #
wifweafs (EOI)-we-fafrend smifm #wa 21 NPCIL, Rawatbhata Rajasthan
Site, invites Expression of Interest (EOI)-cum-Bids from eligible and
experienced agencies/firms for the following work under its Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives for Design, Supply, Construction,
Erection and Commissioning of Modular Aanganwadi Centres (AWCs)
using Light Gauge Steel Frame (LGSF) Technology under CSR Initiatives
at NPCIL Rawatbhata Rajasthan Site.
Frf F TR, T AHES, aEA i, At fem od wd, Al wga w6
P, A TR M e v Wew e EOl-w-Rm s
www.npeil.nic.in & Sreee i o WA # s e @ o By S 9 The
detailed EOI-cum-Bidding Document containing the scope of work,
cligibility criteria, technical requirements, commercial terms &
conditions, bid submission procedure, evaluation methodology and other
conditions may be downloaded from www.npcil.nic.in or obtained from
the undersigned.

i s ST i (Physical) w9 3 e 31.07.2026 F T 10:30 T
T HATE e TN, TR T wen-1 ¥ frre TAiRienid, e T wee §
< ¥ Interested agencies shall submit their proposals in physical form on
or before 31.07.2026 up to 10:30 Hrs at Mewar Guest House, Near NTC
Gate No. 1 NPCIL Rawatbhata Rajasthan Site

o e off ww dEme
Contact Person: Shri Sanjay Kandpal
§ skandpal@npcil.co.in

CBC 48157/11/0001/2627

GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
E/M MINIMATA BANGO DIVISION MACHADOLI,
H.Q. KATGHORA (C.G.)
e-Procurement Tender Notice
eProcurement Portal: https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

CORRIGENDEM No. 3

The following corrigendum has been issued to Notice Inviting
Tender No. 01/SAC/2026-27, Dated 17.06.2026 System Tender No.
193639, repair of gate of)mgduon scheme and ¢/m formation work

& rapairing work al existing bridge with

taeraln o andstle e st
PAL (Advocate) Ch. No. D717 7Th oo,
0 s D 002 e sio0eg

FUBLIC NOTICE
SRR AL s s sokDE

N um o ot No. mn n
t03on 16

nd|
eing of the same by any body wi b 8

il i

s
VIVEK KUAMR SING

itz Courts, Db 110054

DOM Buiiding, 16, Barakhamba
foad, C.8, New Delni is in the
process 0t advancing a loan 1o M
Anikel Guola & M. Manoj Guala,
against_ mortgage o Property
Bsaing No. 5725 & DM No. 355
Ft R v Wa), Kheits
0 405/ m Gall South
Candhi Nagas, Vlage Sesar
llaca Gabdara. Do, who have
ropresented that Me Manoj Gupla i
ine qwner af the said Proparty
haring purchased tha sai Praperty|
from Hirs. Mahinl Devi vide: Sale
Deeit datat 16102018 (Rug, no.
B640). Original Sale Deed dated
06,04.2016 (Reg. no. 2284)
executed n raspent of the said

eI, s dsomes et
MRS, SUKHVINDER KAUR. and  revoke

s deaing it thm sl b doin 3 thk
ar.No.Dr769200

PUBLIC NOTICE
KANIKA  JOSHI,  VINEETA.
PANDEY, and MEENAKSHI
TRIPATHI are the sole owners of|
House No. C-222, Madhuvan,

Email: jind6380@gmailcom

sa-
VISHAL KANAUJIYA
Advocate

Chamber No:- 483,

2
“Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi- 110054

Whilst care is taken prior o

of the samo, ane FIR tearing LR ao.
472026 daled DB 07 2026
has ban fodged wan PS. Gani
Nagar Delhi ffanyone has any right.
interest. llen, claim or objection to|
ihamortgage of the saidProperty oa|

Sotumaa

same have
shal be enfertined i
ny.chent shal proceed 1o advance,
the loan by marigagiy the said

properly,

Vishal Chopra, Advacate
Marang & Associates
0-28, Jangpura Extension,
New Delhi-110014)

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

acceptance of advertising

its contents. The Indian

pitching work,
Bailast ratainer, slandard no plague;
water way cleaning, epoxy wark, HFL,
DL marking, Flood Gauge,Painting
work et at Major & Minor Bridga in
ADEN BII section, Approx Cost of
work : 21193513.89 Earnest money

5. : 42400000 Name of wark with
location : ENGG-JP-2026-27-82 JP-
Preparation & Submission GAD of
minor bridges, Preparing Building lay
outsplans & drawing of level crossing &
land plans elc. Approx Cost of work :
3208074.20 Earnest money Rs. @
64200.00 1 Deail is available on
N.WRly website- www.ireps.gov.in
and Notice Board In WA sectian, DRM
Offica, NWR/Jaipur. 2 Tender No
ENGG-JP-2026-27-77 & 61 is to be
closed on 05.08 2026 at 15:00 hrs and
opened on 05,08.2026 at 16.00 hrs. 3
Tender No ENGG-IP-2026-27-78, 80 &
82 is to be closed on 3107.2026 at
45:00 hrs and openad on 31,07 2026 at
16,00 hrs, 978.D126

under district-jashp

S Ttem Previous | Amendment

No| issue

1. | Bid Start Date and time: Date Date 10/07/26,
(The date and time from which bidders | 24/06/26 | (Time 17:31)

start preparation) Submission of their
bid response, before this bidder's action
will not be allowed)

. | Bid Due date & time’
(The last date & time for submission of
bid response, after which no bids can
be submitted.)
Bid Open, Start date & time
(The date of opening of
Envelope- A & B online)

(Time 17:31)

)

Date | Date 24/07/26
08/07/26 (Time 17:30)
(Time 17:30)

Date
09/07/26
(Time 11:30)

Date 27707726
(Time 11:30)

All other terms and conditions of NIT are remain unchanged.
Sd/-
Executive Engincer
E/M Minimata Bango Division

Ro. No. 262701976/7 Machadoli, H.Q. Katghora (C.G.)

FAREE J3H12, Mo Bt fstrar
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§- areumiEE Ffier s gEsn
1T RWD/IDHANBAD/26-27
ardeters s gl sl fam, sl pwse, oearg g B R @
qafy & e s @ snd £
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¥ e-procurement

sgel | | o R ] [ w1
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1 Mgy | qeradte @ ods 162652 | % @ amE A |12 owWe | owem

g FeR w1

advertisinginits newspapers

2 i T T S A T =
Express (P) Limited cannot * )L 17248 T S 9 12 W | wEs
be held responsible for such 26/26-27 Srer T
contents, nor for any loss or
transactions with companies, 3 DMFT wferarie | amatem 1 are 161.869 | w6 ax1s yoee ne | 12 W | wesr
associations or individuals 3712637 e T

e Tosfolo w1
e

or
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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AT, - 826001

6. Tl v e Ho— 0326-3654757 i
farwga @ @ ferg FawmEe jharkhandtenders. gov.in i 2% &1 WA 8 | oy o e,
ﬂ:._gaaas? Rural Work Depariment (26-27) D

g ¥ e weT @ e — 13,07 2026
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*CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1Trade is bad though up (7)

5 Many poems need
deciphering (5)

8Junior seat leads to senior
professional post (9)

9 A well-endowed resort (3)
101t’sunchanged when
returned to me (4)

12 Saying no to an official
getting employment (8)

14 Support for the head in
retirement (6)

15 Drug addict follows mother
with a gun (6)

17Bury the hatchet though put
injeopardy? (8)

18 An indistinct impression of
speed (4)

21Itake partin The Gondoliers (3)
22 New inn to fail in time of
price increases (9)

24 Claim that is just in name (5)
25 Objects to Ernest’s
replacement (7)

DO

1Residue of burning some
trees (5)

2 Notastatic water tower (3)

3 Peruvian in Spain cannot be
understood (4)

4 Wiped out as deer may

well be (6)

5 Looking round for

aletter? (8)

6 Itsrecipients are bound to be
putout (9)

7Rockand roll (7)

11 Clumsy dolt gets involved
with Maria (9)

13 Instruments for a number of
sailors (8)

14 Now is the time to make a
contribution (7)

16 Alittle lower (6)

19 They are often closed in the
common interest (5)

20 Girl in glasses (4)

23 Charged particle of air
conditioning (3)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6036 ACROSS: 1Centaurs, 5 Oars, 9 Total, 10
Snowman, 11 Contaminates, 13 Ankara, 14 Ablaze, 17 Ghost stories, 20
Awesome, 21ldaho, 22 Site, 23 Sturgeon DOWN: 1 Cuts, 2 Network, 3
Alliteration, 4 Resume, 6 Admit, 7 Sinister, 8 Sound barrier, 12 Gangways, 15

Average, 16 At rest, 18 Overt, 19 Horn

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.
Readers are

____sthinkersare __-

Harriet Martineau (9,...4)
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GREENHOUSE GASES SOON,
ITLLBE TOO LATE,

* CALVIN & HOBBES
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BY MICHAEL FRY & TLEWIS
NOPE...SOMETHING TO SMILE
ABOUT IN THE FACE OF
INEVITABLE CLIMATE CHANGE,
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BY BILL WATTERSON

T KNOW, BUT WY ISH'T
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FAR, CALVIN.

ITS NOT FAIR/
!
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RATS! THAT MILLER GLY DIDN'T
DELIVER MY DINNER TONIGHT!

LOOKS LIKE I'M
GOING TO HAVE TO
FORAGE FOR
MYSELF

| *ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIANICOLS

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Financial discussions will go
well today; nevertheless, be aware of the restrictions of the
Moon Alert. Wait until tomorrow to commit to purchases or
decisions. Tonight: An interesting conversation.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): Thisis agood day to explore
wrapping up old matters and loose ends, because things
willtend to go in your favour for most of today. Neverthe-
less, there'sa Moon Alert in effect, which means restrict
spending to food and gas and wait until tomorrow to make
important decisions. Tonight: Maintain your belongings.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): You want to keep a low pro-
file today, nevertheless, with fiery Mars in your sign, you're
ready to defend your best interests. Be aware there’sa
Moon Alertin effect all day, so restrict spending to food
and gas. Tonight: Youwin.

CANCER (JUNE 22- JULY 23): Thisis the perfect day to
talk. But don't agree to anything important during the
Moon Alert, whichisin effect almost all day. Enjoy relaxing
with others. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You're noticed today. Be aware
there'saMoon Alertin effect all day. Don't volunteer for
anything. Chat with others, but commit to nothing. Restrict
spending to food and gas. Tonight: Be friendly.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): You need a change of scenery.
Enjoy socialising and talking to people from different back-
grounds. Because there'saMoon Alert in effect all day,
restrict spending to food and gas. Postpone important
decisions until tomorrow. Tonight: You're admired.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today you might be involved in
discussions about inheritances, shared property, taxes or
debt. Please be aware there'sa Moon Alert all day, which
meansit's a poor day to make decisions or commitments.
Restrict spending to food and gas. Tonight: Explore.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Be cooperative with others
today, because with the Moon opposite your sign, you will
have to go along to get along. Furthermore, there's a Moon
Alertin effect all day, so restrict spending to food and gas.
Tonight: Check your finances.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You're charming to
everyone right now because Venus is at the top of your
chart. Meanwhile, today you might have to work for the
benefit of someone else. Make no important decisions or
There’saMoon Alertin effectall day.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 3s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to9 must appear in
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL

15 = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard;
5s=Very Hard;

6s = Genius

5[2]7] [ | S| |[4]2]3]1]7]5]86]9
12 9| |6 ©|([1]6/9[3/2/8]5/4|7
3 2/1] 12| |[5]8]7|46]0]3[1]2

] 6] (4|l Q| |[e[3]1][2]8][6[4]7]5
7 12| |2 |[el7]2]9]5/4[1]3]6
NE 3 = | ||6/5/4|7[13]2]9]8
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INDIAN OIL The HDPE (High Density Polyethylene) Unit at
Panipat Naphtha Cracker (Indian Oil's 1st Refinery integrated
Steam Cracker Complex) secured the First Position globally in
the Hostalen Global Benchmarking Survey 2025, the Linear Alkyl
Benzene (LAB) Unit (Indian Oil's 1st Petrochemical Unit) at
Gujarat Refinery became the first refinery/petrochemical plant
in India to receive the CIl GreenCo Silver Certification. The
certificates were presented to Arvind Kumar, Director
(Refineries), IndianQil, by Subhajit Sarkar, ED (Operations) along
with members of the Refineries Headquarters — Technical (Petrochemicals) team.

(DCM) business,

PNB GILTS LIMITED celebrated its 30th
Foundation Day, commemorating three decades
of steadfast contribution to the development of
India’s debt market and the Government
securities ecosystem. The milestone celebration
was graced by Ashok Chandra (MD & CEO,
PNB), Pareed Sunil (VD & CEO, PNB Gits),along
‘withthe Board of Directors, senior management,
employees, and distinguished guests. The
Company has grown its net worth to approximately Rs.1,700 crore, achieved a Top 10 mnkmg in Debt Capital Market
isting on the stock exchanges.

leted 25 years of

CORPORATE

POWERGRID Naveen Srivastava, Director (Ops), POWERGRID,
has been conferred the prestigious IAM Global McKeown Award for
Individual Achievement 2026 by the Institute of Asset Management
(IAM), United Kingdom. The award was presented during the IAM
Global Conference 2026, held in London, United Kingdom, recently.
He was selected winner among the finalists from Turkey, Portugal,
UK, Dubai and Qatar. The IAM Global McKeown Award is among the
highest international honors in the field of Asset Management and recognizes individuals for their outstanding
contributions to advancing the profession globally.

Restrict spending to food and gas. Tonight: Cooperate.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Today is a playful day.
Welcome any chance to make art or explore your creative
talents. Nevertheless, there's a Moon Alert all day, so
restrict spending to food and gas. Tonight: Work.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB 19): Quiet time at home today
will please you and family discussions about old matters
might occur. Meanwhile, there’sa Moon Alert in effect all
day. Restrict spending to food and gas and postpone
important decisions. Tonight: Talk.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): You have a strong
desire to share your ideas with someone today. This
isactually a creative, social day; however, there's a
Moon Alertin effect all day. Restrict spending to food
and gas. Tonight: Relax.

HUDCO The 62nd Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)
Training Programme on “Leadership
Skills for Women” sponsored by the

Ministry of ~ External ~ Affairs,
Government  of India, was
HUDCO at

its HSMI Hostel, Asian Games Village
Complex (AGVC), New Delhi, recently. The two-week capacity- buﬂdmg programme broughttogelher% women
i from Iraq and served as a platform for and cross-

THE BLIND RELIEF ASSOCIATION: Torchit and the Blind
Relief Association, recently, jointly unveiled a new generation of
affordable Al-powered assistive jies aimed at

cultural engagement. The programme was designed to strengthen pamcwpams&#sg \eadershlp competencies
by enhancing their of gender equity, I hip dlls and
equipping them to assume greater within their i m" domains.

persons with visual impairments and other disabilities through
education, mobility, employment, and independent living. The event,
held atthe Blind Relief Association, Lodhi Road, New Delhi, brought
together leaders from government, healthcare, education, CSR,
technology, and the disability sector to showcase how innovation
can create equal opportunities for milions. The launch was graced
by Smt. Manmeet Kaur Nanda, IAS, Additional Secretary, D/o

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Gol, as the Chief Guest. CEO of Torchit, Dr. Homiyar Mobediji and

eminent ophthalmologist Dr. Suraj Senjam (AIIMS, New Delhi).

CBC; K Moses Chalai,

SCOPE Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister, inaugurated
the 3rd Batch of DAKSH, the flagship leadership program by
the SCOPE and CBC. Ms. S Radha Chauhan, Chairperson,
Secretary, DPE; Dr. KP
Mahadevaswamy, Chairman, SCOPE & CMD, NBCC; Dr.
Alka Mittal, Member, CBC; Roop Narayan Sunkar, Member,
PESB; Brajesh Kumar Upadhyay, Vice-Chairman, SCOPE &
CMD, GSL; Atul Sobti, DG, SCOPE; alongside Senior Govt.
officials, PESB members, and CPSE leaders. The third
batch of DAKSH entails 70 participants from PSEs across
diverse sectors. DAKSH (Development of Aspiration,
Knowledge, Succession & Harmony) is a 12-month immersive Iearmng journey, meticulously designed to be future-
focused, empowering participants with the strategic, ioural, and
navigate the complex and evolving challenges of the Public Sector.

“VINUBHAI BACHUBHAI NAGRECHA CAMPUS™ Sadbhavana Old Age Home has been operating
for the past ten years in Rajkot. In this old age home, without any discrimination of caste or religion, needy
elderly people are respectfully admitted as per rules and within the admission capacity of the institution,
and all facilities are provided free of cost. With a huge cost of 500 crores, in 1400 rooms, 5000 destitute-sick-
bedridden elderly will be accommodated in the new Vinubhai Bachubhai Nagrecha campus where they will
stay completely free for lifetime.

POWERGRID has acquired the Project Special Purpose Vehicle, Kakinada-| Transmission Limited, on 29 th
June 2026 from PFC Consulting Limited (PFCCL), the Bid Process Coordinator (BPC), under Tariff Based
Competitive Bidding (TBCB) for the project “Transmission System for proposed Green Hydrogen / Green
Ammonia Projects in Kakinada Area (Phase-l)”. The Kakinada-| Transmission Limited project comprises the
establishment of a new 765/400 kV Gas Insulated Substation (GIS) at Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh, with 3x 1500
MVA transformation capacity, along with a 240 MVAr Bus Reactor and associated works.

INDIANOIL Arvind Kumar, Director (Refineries), Indian0il
inaugurated Swachhata Pakhwada 2026 at Refineries
Headquarters. On the occasion, Mr Kumar felicitated
‘Swachhata Mitras™ from the housekeeping team and
presented them W|th Swachhata Klts |n retognltlon of thelr
work environments. Mr Kumar also administered the
Pledge and unveiled a thematic poster based on

required to

project hi

POWERGRID has secured a landmark green loan of JPY 80 billion
from Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC), underscoring its
pivotal role in India’s renewable energy transformation. The loan
agreement was signed by POWERGRID and JBIC recently. The facility is
intended to support financing of Khavda-Nagpur HVDC transmission

the strategic

between POWERGRID and

JBIC to develop critical infrastructure for renewable energy integration.
The green loan emphasizes POWERGRID's continued commitment to
supporting India’s energy transition goals while adhering to the
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) standards.

this year's theme, "Swachhata is Everyone’s Responsibility".

H.E. ARMANDO PEDRO MUIUANE JUNIOR, HIGH COMMISSIONER of the Republic of
Mozambique to the Republic of India, presented his Letters of Credence to Her Excellency Smt. Droupadi
Murmu, President of India, formally assuming his responsibilities as High Commissioner of
Mozambique to India.

On the occasion, the High Commissioner stated: “Building on the longstanding friendship and strong
bilateral partnership between Mozambique and India, my priority will be to deepen political and economic
cooperation, expand trade and investment, and strengthen collaboration in agriculture, energy, healthcare,
education, digital technologies, maritime security and the blue economy. | look forward to working closely
with the Government of India and all stakeholders to further advance the shared prosperity and enduring
friendship between our two countries.”

RWANDANS AND FRIENDS OF RWANDA MARK
KWIBOHORA32 IN NEW DELHI

The High Commission of Rwanda celebrated the 32nd Anniversary of
Rwanda’s Liberation Day (Kwibohora32) in New Delhi, bringing together
around 1,000 guests, including senior Indian officials, diplomats and
business leaders. The event highlighted Rwanda’s remarkable progress,
expanding Rwanda-India cooperation, and growing trade and
investment opportunities. In her remarks, High Commissioner Jacqueline
Mukangira reflected on Rwanda’s liberation and transformation over the
past 32 years, hlgh\lghtmg achievements in peace, good governance

and

investment and tourism.

IRCTC has introduced anew tourism circuititled “Divine East Temple
Tour” on its Bharat Gaurav Deluxe Tourist Train. The thoughtfully curated
11-day rail-based journey offers devotees and travelers a unique
opportunity to visit some of the most revered pilgrimage destinations
along with culturally rich heritage sites across Uttar Pradesh,
Odisha,West Bengaland Jharkhand. The journey will begin from Delhi
Safdarjung and would cover Varanasi, Puri, Konark, Chilika,

while ing greater Indian

Kolkata, and Dham before

returning back to Delhi. Bookings for the Divine East Temple Tour are
openon IRCTC’s tourism portal and through authorized IRCTC tourism
offices across the country.

IREDA Dr. Bijay Kumar Mohanty,

Director (Finance), IREDA, recently
assumed additional charge as CMD of
Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency Ltd. (IREDA). The M/o New &
Renewable Energy has entrusted him
with the additional charge for three

months, or till the appointment of a regular incumbent, or until further
orders, whichever is earliest. Dr. Mohanty has been serving as Director
(Finance) of IREDA since October 12, 2023, and as the company’s Chief
Financial Officer since October 16, 2023. He is a fellow member of the
Institute of Cost Accountants of India, and holds a bachelor’s degree in

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

commerce along with master’s degrees in Philosophy (Commerce) and
Public Administration from Utkal University, Odisha.

IRCON Saleem Ahmad has taken additional
charge as CMD. He holds a degree in Civil
Engineering from Jamia Millia Islamia
University, New Delhi and brings over 35 years
of extensive experience in the construction
sector. His background encompasses the
execution of large scale infrastructure
projects, with specialized expertise in bndges tunnels, as well as
residential and commercial developments. Currently he is CMD of Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited. Earlier, he was working as Director (Project) at NBCC
(India) Ltd. Prior to joining NBCC, he served as ED (Civil) at DMRC and
previously held a position at Mumbai Port Trust.

about selllng—n is about mastering mindset, building character, leading
with authenticity, and achieving excellence with both performance and
purpose. Pathak combines the timeless wisdom of ancient Indian
scriptures with modern sales strategies to offer a rare and powerful
roadmap for purpose-driven success.

New Delhi

BLUE ROSE PUBLICATION Ashutosh
Pathak, a distinguished corporate trainer and
MORD-certfied faculty, presents a refreshing
new perspective on success through his
inspiring book, From Rookie to Rainmaker:
The Ultimate Sales Playbook Rooted in
Ancient Wisdom. The book is not merely
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Pierluigi Collina defended the
officiating at the World Cup. ap

Refereeing
chiefrejects
charges of bias

Reuters
Geneva, July 9

FIFAREFEREEING chief Pier-
luigi Collina defended the of-
ficiating in Argentina's 3-2 vic-
tory over Egypt in the World
Cup round of 16, dismissing
allegations of bias and saying
match officials operated with
complete independence.

In an interview published
on inside.fifa.com on Thurs-
day, Collina said criticism of
referees was part of football
but he condemned the ques-
tioning of the officials' integ-
rity after Egypt complained
about the officiating following
the defeat.

"Constructive discussion
about decisions will always be
part of football, but un-
founded allegations have no
place in our sport,"” Collina
said.

"Nobody can question the
integrity of the FIFA World
Cup match officials ... Nobody
can claim that FIFA refereeing
can be influenced by anyone,
noteven by the FIFA president
(Gianni Infantino)."

Collina said that such alle-
gations could provoke threats
against referees and their
families. Egypt exited the
tournament but claimed they
had been treated unfairly after
Argentina overturned a 2-0
deficit tosnatchvictory witha
stoppage-time winner from
Enzo Fernandez.

Pressureon referee

Coach Hossam Hassan al-
leged after the match there
may have been pressure on the
referee to keep Argentina in
the tournament. And the
Egyptian Football Association
said "several key incidents
raised serious concerns and
left profound questions about
the consistency and fairness of
decisions that directly in-
fluenced the course of the
game."

Egypt argued that Mostafa
Zico's second-half strike was
incorrectly ruled out for
what it described as a non-
existent foul in the build-up.
Egyptwere also incensed that
a challenge on Mohamed
Salah was not penalised mo-
ments before Argentina
launched the move that pro-
duced the winning goal.

FIFA's Collina said VAR
had correctly recommended
overturning Zico's goal after
identifying a foul by Marwan
Attia on Argentina defender
Lisandro Martinez during the
attacking possession phase.

"We believe that a foul is a
foul," Collina said. "Regardless
of whether the foul appears
'obvious', if the referee did not
see it on the field of play, the
VAR can intervene."

EXPRESS AT
WORLD
cup

SandipG
NewJersey, July 9

ALL EYES were on the curly-
haired wunderkind Lamine
‘Yamal duringatraining session
atLa Masia.

But the eyes of Barcelona
manager Xavi Hernandez wan-
dered to a lean, tall figure with
boyish looks. He summoned a
youthcoachby hissideand told
him he wanted the boy to train
with the senior team the next
week. On the day of training,
‘when Xavi entered the training
ground, he was there with a
warm smile and introduced
himselfin a firm tone: “Hi, Tam
Pau Cubarsi.” Xavi was im-
pressed. “He had none of the
shyness you think of when a
teenager called for his first train-
ing with the senior team,” the
manager recalled to Spanish
outlet MARCA.

In months, along with the
wunderkind Xavi had visited
the academy to check out, Cu-

barsibecame aregularinthe

senior team. After his
debut, a Copa del Rey
game against Unionistas 4
de Salamanca, Xavi told
the media: “With Lamine
Yamal, he would markanera.”
He was only 16 then, but in
Xavi’s assessment, he was al-
ready a leader. “He doesn't
seem 16 when you speak with
him.” The pass-master’s
words were not hollow. In only
three years, since debuting
under a child protection

protocol in 2022, he has g

become the cornerstone
of the stingiest defence
in the World Cup. Five
games on, Spain have the
most impregnable de-
fence in the tournament.

In 609 minutes, they are yet
tosee their nets ruffle. Not only
that, they have faced the fewest
shots (29), fewest shots on goal
(six), and on an average the op-
ponents had only seven
touches per game inside their
box. Spain are perhaps classical
Italians in disguised red shirts
— and they defend beautifully
and not savagely.

The fixation, unflinchingly,
isonSpain’s midfield, the disar-

SPAIN’S

BACKLINE
BULWARK

Pau Cubarsi is the ‘leader’ of defence in a team blessed with
attacking riches and a well-oiled midfield

ming passing oeuvre of Pedri,
the mechanical grace of Rodri,
and the blinding dynamism of
Dani Olmo. Or certainly, the
impish genius of Yamal. But
stealthily, the backline has
emerged as Spain’s unbreakable
armour. At the heart of the res-
olutenessis Cubarsi,borninthe
village of Estanyol that has only
195 residents, in Girona.

He produced a masterclass
on defending against Portugal
by containing the creative head
BrunoFernandes. Marking Cris-
tiano Ronaldo was stress-free.
He possessed a half-a-second
advantage over the Portuguese
invaders, was always the first to
the ball, seldom tackled or
lunged in the fine tradition of
Barcelona centre-backs. He
purred through the game witha
vanishingly rare blend of tim-
ing, physicality and speed. So
much so that his centre-back
ally Aymeric Laporte, 13 years
hissenior, calls him the “leader”
ofthebackline. “In the dressing
room, everyone listens to him,

5

SPAIN HAVE kept a clean
sheetinall of theirfirst five
matches at the 2026 World
Cup. Only one other team
has done so — Italy in 1990.

609

ITHAS been 609 minutes
since Unai Simon last
conceded agoal atthe
World Cup. No goalkeeper
has kepta clean sheet fora
longer consecutive period.

like he is a senior player,” man-
ager Luisdela Fuente observed.

Passingaccuracy

His control is impeccable;
passing accuracy nearly per-
fect. Across the tournament,
Cubarsi has attempted 449
passes, missing just 17, giving

him an exceptional passing ac-
curacy of 96 per cent. Five of
them were key passes. He be-
came the quickest to five clean
sheets, striding past Italian
metronome Paolo Maldini. “It’s
not an individual thing, it’s a
collective effort,” Cubarsi de-
flected the glory to his team-
mates after the Portugal game.
It’s both individual and col-
lective, asallsturdy defencesare.
Laporte, hisside-kick, isassilken
as Cubarsi. He defends without
violence, without strained sin-
ews. Before he fell out with Man-
chester City manager Pep
Guardiola, the latter would rate
him the finest left-footed centre
backinthe Premier League. “He
reads the attackers’ intentions
evenbefore he (theattacker) had
decided his plan of action.” He
has lost some of his speed to in-
juries, but is arguably the best
around in positional play and in
one-on-onesituations.
Flanking them are Marc Cu-
curella and Pedro Porro, the
team’s metaphorical hitmen,

painting Spain with a nasty
streak, streaming through the
wings with their purposeful
sprints and capacity to make
bothunderlapping and overlap-
pingruns. Both are proven goal-
scorers and assist-makers, and
both are essential to the wide
passingtriangles. Teamslookto
overload their midfield, and
Spain find anoutletthrough the
wings, the full-backs keeping
wingers Alex Baena and Yamal
busy. Cucurella assisted two
goalsinthe Australiarout; Porro
nailed the third. De la Fuente, a
full-back himself, has master-
fullyused hiswide playerstoun-
lock cussed defences.

The mldﬁeld certainly, fa-
cilitate control with

The manager
nobody wanted

Rudi Garcia inherited a fractured Belgium
squad, which has now reached thelast 8

VISA

Coach Rudi Garcia's first call to action was to bring goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois back into the Belgium fold for the World Cup. ap

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, July 9

LAMINE YAMAL and Pau Cu-
barsi had yet tokicka ball. Gavi
and Nico Williams had onlyjust
joined their local academies.
Captain Rodriwas on the verge
of being released by Atlético
Madrid's youth setup for lack-
ing the necessary physicality.
None of Spain's 26-member
‘World Cup squad had made a
professional appearance when
Rudi Garcia won hislast trophy,
the 2010/11 Ligue 1, and can be
forgiven for knowing little of
Belgium's manager. The Bel-
giansdidn'tknow much, either.
They do now.

The resentment at his ap-
pointment was not baseless. He
has won only two titles in over
two decades as amanager. His

lecessorwas Do-

masterful possession. Spain has
enjoyed an average of 68 percent
possession. Butit’s not the pos-
session as Spain once adver-
tised. There is less of short, re-
lentless passing, not the death
(at times suicide) by a 1000
passes, but a mixture of short,
midrange and long passing. De
la Fuente also shook the tradi-
tional high defensive line fix-
ation of Spain. He often sets up
Spain in a mid-block, and has
not been averse to the mid-low
blockeither. Each defender can
holdon hisown, butt.hey isolate

menico Tedesco: young, new
ideas, and the only coach to win
the DFB-Pokal with RB Leipzig.
Tedesco sold dreams, and then
delivered nightmares. Amidrifts

Theresentment at
RudiGarcia’s
appointmentwas
not baseless. He has
wononly twotitlesin
overtwodecades as
amanager.

and perhaps the most signifi-
cant, stepwasrestoring Thibaut
Courtoisto the fold.

Acaptaincy dispute with Te-
desco had driven Courtois into
international exile. Garcia was
tooexperienced toletafractured
relationshipweaken histeam. A
call was made, and a flight was
booked for Madrid, where Court-
ois plays his club football. The
goalkeeper said at the time that
his first impression of the con-
versation had been positive, and
that Garcia would be coming to
Madrid himself before long.

Weeks later, Garcia was in
Spain. Courtois came away
convinced: "Garciaisawinner."
Th

and disagr Belgium

ison he reached for

imploded early. Before him was
Roberto Martinez. He was en-
trusted with a cohort of talent
ranked first in the world, the
famed 'Golden generation' that
promised exactly whatitsname
implied. Gold. Bronze was the
closest it came.

Belgium wanted a serial
winnet, oranameiconicenough

their 10t

fanbase

with Cubarsi, Cucurella would
be, and soand so forth.

Thedefensive unithasa per-

sonality to match their skills.

None of them have looked

frazzled under the pressure of

the World Cup. Belgium free-

wheeled against the USMNT;

theybenched Kevinde Bruyne.

Perhaps, they would recom-

mission him to bypass the

languidly dogged defence

of Spain. The highest

- praise came from Aus-

tria’s tactician, Ralf Rag-

nick. “Icannot remember

any unforced errors they

made. We attacked them

and challenged them; we

werebrave, butwe could

 not always prevent this

combination  tactic.

They area perfect clock-

work,” he noted. And at

the base and heart of it is a 19-

year-old whose voice is most
valued in the locker room.

Marc Cucurella (L), Aymeric
Laporte (R) and Pedro Porro (C)
have helped central defender
Pau Cubarsirunthe defensive
roostat this World Cup. ap

thathad already started todesert
the national team. Conversa-
tions were held with Thierry
Henry, Zinedine Zidane and
Xavi. Footballing royalty. Every
pursuit met a dead end. Atten-
tion shifted to Michel Preud-
'homme, a name less famous
globally than that triobutalocal
legend nonetheless. He had per-
sonalissues. And then, fromthe
chaos, emerged Rudi Garcia.

Fans were enraged, but
barely anyone was more angry
than Jacky Mathijssen, the
former Belgium U-21 manager.
He fired off a text to the feder-
ation's director, Vincent Man-
naert, making his fury plain:
"This choice makes nosense."

Before he had fully stepped
through the door, there were
calls to usher him back out. On
Friday, at Los Angeles Stadium,
hewilltrytoushertheteam past
Spain and into what would be
only their second World Cup
semi-final ever.

The critics have had their
Rudi Awakening.

Methodical process

Garcia's rebuild of Belgium
has been methodical. The first,

was his own club manager,
Carlo Ancelotti, someone who
simply makes players feel good
about themselves.

An integral member of the
golden generation had returned
home. Garcia, however, didn't
want the golden generation's
imprinton hisvision. Hewanted
to build a team of his own. A
team that is young.

Belgiumwerethefifth-oldest
teamatQatar2022. At this World
Cup, they sit almost exactly in
themiddle, ranked 24th foraver-
age age. Centre-back Nathan
Ngoy, midfielder Nicolas Raskin
and winger Diego Moreira, were
all handed debuts by Garcia.

He has also achieved what
Martinez could not at Portugal:
a system of meritocracy im-
muneto popularity picks. Down
two goals in the round of 32
against Senegal, Garcia subbed
out Kevin De Bruyne and Je-
remy Doku, replacingthem with
Nicolas Raskin and Dodi Luke-
bakio. It looked like a mistake
until half-time substitute
Romelu Lukakuand Youri Tiele-
mans scored twice in three late
minutes to force extra time,
where Tielemanssettled it from
the penalty spot.

Neither De Bruyne nor Doku
started the next match. Belgium
dismantled the USA 4-1regard-
less. Against Spain, Garcia will
rely on the collective, again, to
do the heavy lifting. In his first
press conference, he had de-
clared, "I feel 100% Belgian."
Should he beat Spain, Belgians
will100% agree.

© THE MAN BEHIND THE TOUGH CALLS

Letexier, the referee who officiated Egypt—Arg

A World Cup controversy, and a Frenchman who has spent
his career knocking on doors nobody wants opened

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, July 9

ON THE days he is not refer-
eeing, Francois Letexier some-
times shows up at a stranger's
door with paperwork that
makes him unwelcome before
he has said a word. This week
heisthe most talked-about ref-
eree at the World Cup, the man
Egyptwants removed from the
tournament, and the parallel
between his two jobs has never
been harder to ignore.

He is a huissier de justice: a
bailiff, the person the French
legal system sends to serve no-
tices and enforce judgments
nobody asked to receive. He

specialises in rental disputes
and illegal occupation — evic-
tions, mostly, which does not
make for easy company at the
door. He found the job in law
school and liked that it was
hands-on. Letexier had noten-
visaged that it will become the
bestavailable description of his
other career.

Asked what the two jobs
share, he told the French outlet
Brut simply: “Football gener-
ates some pretty crazy behav-
ioursinterms ofemotions, and
in my work as a bailiff, often,
when I am involved in collec-
tionactions, my presenceisnot
always welcome. The situ-
ations also generate reactions

towhichImustadapt.”

He trains five or six times a
week for the refereeing, on top
of the case files. He has de-
scribed thearrangement as two
careers that complement each
other, and there is a simpler
justification for keeping it
going: French referees aren't
professionals, and football, as
he put it, is a fluctuating busi-
ness. The bailiff work is the
steadier income. He has also
said that itis also a foothold in
ordinary life outside a sport he
calls extraordinary.

It has not felt normal this
week. On Tuesday night in At-
lanta, Letexier disallowed an
Egyptian goal for a foul in the

French ref

F Francois Letexier

fire for the d

he and the VAR team took during Argentina vs Egypt. a»

build-up, waved away Mo-
hamed Salah's penalty appeal
instoppage time, and sent offa
member of Egypt's coaching

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

staff, all before Argentina
scored three times in the final
minutestowin 3-2. Atone point
Hossam Hassan, Egypt's man-

ager, crossed hisarms at Letex-
ier, the gesture FIFA uses to re-
port racial abuse. What hap-
pened in that moment is
disputed. What is not disputed
isthat Argentina went through.

By Wednesday, Egypt's fed-
eration president had filed a
formal complaint demanding
Letexier's removal for the rest
of the tournament. Letexier
deactivated his Instagram.
L'Equipe reported that FIFA
‘would review his performance
before deciding whether he
takes charge of another
match, though there is a
simpler reason he might not:
FIFA tends not to assign refer-
ees from countries still alive in
the competition, and France
arestill alive.

Backing aplenty
FIFA's r chief,

than promising a review. He
called the criticism baseless,
said nobody could question the
World Cup's match officials,
and warned that doing so ex-
poses referees and their
families to threats. "Nobody
can question the integrity of
the FIFA World Cup match of-
ficials," he said.

Thestory followed him into
someone else's press confer-
ence. Asked on Wednesday
about Thursday's quarter-final
against Morocco being handed
to an all-Argentine crew led by
Facundo Tello, Didier Des-
champs did not duck the ques-
tion so much as set it down
carefully. "Let's hope our offi-
cials are as good as Monsieur
Letexier was," he said.

There is a precedent for
what happens next, and itis not

ing. Atthe 2002 World

Pierluigi Collina, went further

New Delhi

Cup, Ecuador's Byron Moreno

entina, delivers bad news for aliving

‘was blamed by Italy for their
exittoco-host South Korea, and
although FIFA never said sodi-
rectly, he did not referee again
that tournament.

He is 37. The IFFHS, the
sport's own historians, named
him the best referee in the
world in 2024, the first French-
man to hold the title since Mi-
chel Vautrot in 1989. None of
that is in question this week.
FIFA has spoken up for him.
‘What it has not is to clarify
whether he referees again in
thistournament, and thatis the
part that will actually decide
things. He has been here be-
fore, in a smaller way: a dis-
puted penalty and two red
cards at Nice against Nantes in
2022 brought him death
threats. He knows what it is to
knockonadoorand haveit not
matter, to anyone inside, that
the paperwork s correct.
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FIFA president
targeted by
complainttolOC
ethics body

Gianni Infantino. FILE/REUTERS

Associated Press
Geneva, July 9

FIFA'S PRESIDENT Gianni In-
fantino is being referred to
Olympic ethics investigators
for a possible breach of political
neutrality after US President
Donald Trump helped block a
‘World Cup player's ban.

Trump took credit on Mon-
day for FIFA's decision - un-
precedented in modern World
Cup history - to let United
States forward Folarin Balogun
play against Belgium despite
getting a red card in the team's
previous game. A Belgium
team clearly fired up by the fu-
rore won 4-1in Seattle.

The 10C cites neutrality
among “fundamental prin-
ciples of Olympism” for sports
bodies like FIFA, and has juris-
diction over Infantinosince he
joined its exclusive group of
100-plus invited members in
2020.“FairSquare will file a
complaint to the International
Olympic Committee (I0C) re-
garding FIFA President Gianni
Infantino's repeated breach of
political neutrality rules,” the
London-based sports and
human rights NGO said in a
statement. The pledge to file a
formal complaint to the IOC
Ethics Commission came one
day after the Olympic body's
president Kirsty Coventry told
reporters none had yet beenre-
ceived.

“Obviously, if they do, they
would look into it,” Coventry
said in an online news confer-
encewhen asked about the Bal-
ogun controversy fuelled by the
Trump administration lobby-
ing FIFA and Infantino.

“Yes, we have been ob-
viously watching everything
playout,” theIOC presidenthad
said earlier when asked about
interference in field-of-play is-
sues by the World Cup co-host
nation, which alsowill stage the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

FIFA was asked for com-
ment about the complaint to
the IOC about its president. In-
fantino has built close ties with
Trump since 2018 when the US,
Canada and Mexico won a vote
to host the World Cup this year.

This is an unbelievable generation of

footballers. Of course Erling is a superstar,
who bangs in goals for fun and then laughs

Norway notbuiltinaday

Strong grassroot
pathway, more
artificial pitches,
and collectivism
helped team
make animpact

AmitKamath
Mumbai, July 9

"NORWAY USED to be an al-
most team,” Morten Gamst
Pedersen tells The Indian Ex-
press. "But almost is never
enough." He would know. Ped-
ersen played 83 times for Nor-
way and lived through three
separate World Cup qualifying
campaigns, 2006, 2010, 2014,
that each ended the same way:
agonisingly short. This time
there were no almosts. Norway
held offagrandstand Brazil fin-
ish, Haaland's second goal only
arriving in the 90th minute be-
fore Neymar pulled one backin
stoppage time, to reach the
‘World Cup quarter-finals for
the firsttime ever, 28 years after
they last made a World Cup at
all, havingscored 37 goalsinan
eight-from-eight qualifying
campaign, eight more than any
other team in the world.

No one could have been
prouder than the man who
spent a career on the wrong
side of Norwegian football's
near-misses. He credits it to
what he calls the team's super-
power: togetherness. "Thisisan
unbelievable generation of
footballers. Of course Erling is
asuperstar, who bangs in goals
for fun and then laughs about
it. But he's also a humble guy,
like the rest of the team." Ped-
ersen, who was the last Norwe-
giantoscore against Brazil,ina
friendly, before Haaland's two
in the last 16, points out that a
squad stacked with talent, Haa-
land, Martin Odegaard, Alex-
ander Sorloth, has somehow
avoided anyone acting bigger
than the team itself. "That's
their superpower. Watching
this team, it feels like this is a
boys' holiday."

That collectivism has found

aboutit.”

Thereis plenty of focus on the grassroots in
Norway. This led to young players playing for
the national team earlier in their careers than
previous generations.”

MORTEN GAMST PEDERSEN, FORMER NORWAY INTERNATIONAL

THE MAKING OF VIKINGS

Norway is on their best-ever run ata World Cup after

28

Norway are making are-
turn to the World Cup
aftera28-year hiatus.
Their last appearance
was at France '98.

4

Thisis only Norway's
fourth World Cup ap-
pearance. Among the
i eightquarter-finalists,
i noonehashadfewer. |

Braziland

e

2

i Norway had only won
two matches before this
i edition. They haveal-

i ready won four games
this time around.

Norway had scored only
: sevengoalsintheir

eady scored 12 now.

its way home too, in a form no-
body could have scripted. The
supporters' club Oljeberget
turned the Viking Row into a
global celebration from the
stands in America, and back in
Norway the same gesture has
spread to retirement homes,
airports, children's nurseries,
even military bases. The clear-
est sign of how far it travelled
camerecently on Oslo's Karl Jo-
hans Gate, where an estimated

100,000 people sat down in
front of the Royal Palace to row
together as one. Partway
through, Crown Prince Haakon
walked out of the palace and
joined them, royalty and com-
moners shoulder to shoulder,
doing the same silly, joyful
thing at the same time. "There
is a sense of euphoria back
home," says Pedersen, who was
in the US to support the team
recently and will be travelling

back again for the England
quarter-final.

None of this happened by
accident. Pedersen credits
some of it to FIFA's expansion
to48teams, but the deeper en-
gine has been running for two
decades inside the Football As-
sociation of Norway, known lo-
cally by its Norwegian name,
Norges Fotballforbund, or NFF.

Its grassroots pathway
starts with six-year-olds: a pub-

Fery one win away from history

Bhuvan Gupta
New Delhi, July 9

ARTHUR FERY was seven
years old when he sat on Court
18and watched JohnIsnerand
Nicolas Mahut play the longest
match in tennis history, eleven
hoursspread across three days.
He didn't know yet he'd spend
his own career on that same
court, in shorter but no less
stubborn instalments, one of
them four hours and thirty-
nine minuteslong, ending with
him still standing.

That one came in the third
round, against Zizou Bergs:
down two sets to one, a double
break gone in the fourth, 1-4
again in the decider. Fery won it
2-6, 7-5, 2-6, 7-6(3), 7-6(10-5),
breakingintotheworld'stop100
inthe process. "It'sareally special
moment," he said afterward.
"Doing it here is incredibly
special forme. It'smy hometour-
nament. It's where Igrewup.”

That last part is not a figure
of speech. Fery picked up a
racket at five, at Westside Ten-
nis Club fifty metres from his
childhood home, then at-
tended King's College school, a
serve and volley from Henman
Hill. Born in the Parisian sub-
urb of Sevres, he played for
France at under-12 level before
the family settled in London;
his mother Olivia competed at
Roland Garros in 1991 and re-
mains along-time All England
Club member, his father Loica
multimillionaire investor and
former owner of Ligue 1 club
Lorient. None of it made him a
guaranteed pro. He shelved
tennis for two years as a teen-
agertofocus onschool, split his
training between an English
coachandaFrenchoneat Roe-
hampton, and only in 2020

Wildcard Arthur Fery will face
Alexander Zverev. REUTERS

emailed Stanford's Paul Gold-
steintoaskaboutascholarship.

Goldstein remembers the
transition landing softer than
anyone expected. "He got to
campus at 18 years old, really
unfazed by the transition of
coming from the UK, nine thou-
sand miles away, to a college
campus for the first time. Hejust
managed it seamlessly." Three
years and two All-American se-
lections later, Fery turned pro
early, on the strength of results
good enough that Taylor Fritz,
then sixth in the world, spent a
week training alongside him in
2024 and came away rattled.

"He was beating me, like,
every day," Fritz said. "I was
like, yeah, this guy's really good.
This guy can play. He had a
good forehand for his size."

It has, evidently. Fery beat
Otto Virtanen on Court 18 in
round two and asked to stay
there for Bergs, "becauseit'sawe-
some." He beat Grigor Dimitrov
infivesetson Centre Court, clos-
ingoutafifth-set breaker played
to ten. And in the quarter-finals
heranintoFlavio Cobolli, ranked
ninth in the world, two months
older,andbeathim 6-4,7-6(4),6-
Ointwohoursand fourteen min-
utes, a scoreline that barely re-
sembled the five matches before

it. Alison Taylor, his childhood
coach, watched it fromthe Royal
Box."KnowingArthur,"shesaid,
"he'sjust fearless.”

Goldstein put it differently
to ESPN: "For those who have
seen Arthur play tennis for the
firsttime, seeing what an extra-
ordinary player he is, I'm here
to tell you, he's a more extra-
ordinary human beingthan he
isatennis player."

Noneofitisbuilton obvious
weapons: no big serve, no fore-
hand that ends points early.
What he has, by a Guardian
analysis, is a knack for the mo-
ments that matter most, win-
ning roughly 75 per cent of
pointsat30-30 ordeuce, and 10
per cent more of the tour's deci-
sive points on return than the
‘Wimbledon field averages. A
game built for exactly the situ-
ations his tournament keeps
forcing him into: a set down, a
break down, the match trying
toend early.

‘Waiting now is Alexander
Zverev, the reigning French
Open champion chasing a
Channel Slam nobody but Car-
los Alcaraz has managed since
2024, hisserve alonelanding 78
aces this fortnight to Fery's 31.
Asked how he'll spend the two
days before facing him, Fery
had no plan. "I don't know," he
said. "I've never been in this
position before. We'll figure out
as we go." Win, and the final
falls on his 24th birthday. He
mentioned as much to the
Queen. "I told her it was my
birthday on Sunday," he said.

"It'd be great to play the
‘Wimbledon final on my birth-
day."Thekid from Court 18isn't
asking for eleven hours this
time. Just one more afternoon
where nobody else s left stand-
ing.

13,14,15... Sooryavanshi
falls prey to the short ball

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, July 9
VAIBHAV SOORYAVANSHI'S
vulnerability against short de-
liveries was exploited yet again
by England, as the opener per-
ished for a10-ball 15 in India's
fourth T20I against England,
which was played at the County
Ground in Bristol. He has
struggled against back-of-length
deliveriesinall three matches of
his international career so far.
Bowlersin international cricket
are akin to sharks when they
smell blood, and Sooryavanshi
is finding that out the hard way.
‘With Archer showing the way,
othersarelikelytotakealeafout
of his book.
IfheistoserveIndian cricket
for long, the prodigy needs to
score runs all around the world
in different conditions and not
juston flat wickets in the IPL. At
15, Sooryavanshi has time
aplenty to learn new skills, but
the sooner he does it the better
asIndia'stalent poolis overflow-
ing. India's batting display at
Bristol was an improvement on
what they offered in the last
T20I, yetthey muster

lished, age-by-age curriculum,
broken into detailed chapters
for coaches and clubs, spelling
outnotjust the format but what
togroomateachstage. Six-and
seven-year-olds play three-a-
side, built around giving kids

{ SIDELINES}

Bjorge Lillelien (L) was the Norwegian commentator who

Margaret Thatcher

in1981.

When Norway’s broadcaster
addressed British PM

plenty of time on the ball; eight- IT WAS atime when nar- Norway had part-timers —
and nine-year-olds move to ration mattered more rallies from a goal down,
five-a-side, with passing be- than narratives. And he through goals for Roger
coming the emphasis; the plan was more Jon Albertsen and Hallvar
keeps evolving, stage by stage, Champion’s wit than Thoresen. Norway had
from there. Since 2011, UEFA Peter Drury’spoetry. But ~ Hallvar before footba.ll
figures show, more than 17000 Bjorge Lillelien Ot VAR.And
coaches have completed Nor- tating on Norwegian Tore Antonsen couldn’t
way's full grassroots coaching radiotoregister their2-1 celebrate because he
pathway, and almost 2,000 winover England in needed to go back to work
have gone on to complete the World Cup qualifyingin next morning of Septem-
UEFA Bdiploma. 1981, turned epic for his ber10, at7a.m. The result
At the top of that pyramld feisty, duect monologue however became famous
sitsthe Lanc na- then UKPM for Lillelien’s throaty,
tional team school for players Margaret Thatcher.“Mag-  giddy addressing of some
aged 12t0 16, fed by 1,800 clubs gie Thatcher, can you of the most famous Eng-
spread across 18 football dis- hear me?” he bellowed. lish political figures.
tricts, each nominating talent “Maggie Thatcher, your “Lord Nelson, Lord Bea-
into a standardised develop- boystookahellofabeat-  verbrook, Sir Winston
‘ment system. Many of this cur- ing.” BBC4recalled the Churchill, Sir Anthony
rent squad came through it. iconic piece of commen- Eden, Clement Atlee,
Somewhere in that process, tary that heralded the Henry Cooper, Lady
Pedersen says, the federation firstoftwotimesNorway  Diana, Maggie Thatcher,
made a deliberate shift, away havebeatenEnglandina  canyouhear me? Maggie
from defensively sturdy sides World Cup cycle. That Thatcher, your boys took
and toward technically gifted Englishteam forthe1982  ahellofabeating” he

players who could cut through
opponents "like longboats
through fjords.""Thereis plenty
of focus on the grassroots in
Norway," he says. "This led to
young players playing for the
national team earlierin their ca-
reers than previous gener-
ations." Norway's brutal winters
forced a parallel investment: 539
new artificial pitches built be-
tween 2016 and 2025, with 586
‘more renovated, sothe weather
stopped decidingwhogottode-
velop. On Sunday, Norway face
England in the quarter-finals, a
team with its own long history
of almosts, the country that in-
vented the game and has spent
decades not quite winning it
since. Pedersen doesn't sound
worried. "England will have
much more pressure. Football
was born there. Norway? No
pressure atall," he smiles.

An almost-team knows
better than anyone what press-
ure does to aside that hasn't
learned to handle it. Norway, fi-
nally, has.

qualifiers had Glen
Hoddle, Bryan Robson
and Kevin Keegan, while

Jesus appointed
Portugal’s coach
after WC exit

FOLLOWING THEIR exit
from the 2026 FIFA World
Cup, whichled to Roberto
Martinez’s resignation, Por-
tugal isusheringinanew
era. Accordingto the Portu-
guese news outlet Record,
Jorge Jesusissettobeun-
veiled as the new head
coachon Friday —amove
thatshould bringjoy to
their talisman, Cristiano
Ronaldo. Notably, Ronaldo
won his first Saudi Pro
Leaguetitle last season — at
the fourth time of asking —
under the stewardship of
Jesus. Jesus mentioned
that his goal was to win
trophies for Ronaldo. ENS

would declare addressing
the then PM.
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

‘Argentina are
vulnerable’:
Swiss coach

ARGENTINA HAS had a
couple of tiring but thrilling
games against Cape Verde
and Egypt, both of which
‘wentdown to the wire.
While the game against
Cape Verde went to extra
time, Argentinawon
against Egyptin normal
time, but physical fatigue
showed up in patches. Swit-
zerland, which has beaten
Murat Yakin, believes that
hisside canbeat Argentina.
“Judging by their last two
matches, we could see that
they are vulnerable. We are
capable of stopping the
‘world champions,” the
Swiss coachsaid. ENS
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atotal of 158/7. Captain Shreyas
Iyer led by example, scoring an
unbeaten 49-ball 80. For Eng-
land, Archer was the most effec-
tive bowler, taking two wickets
and conceding only 20 runs in
his four overs. He also came out
on top in the most anticipated
duel of the game — against his

metic progression: 13, 14 and 15.
Notably, a similar short de-
livery by Archer led to Soorya-
vanshi'sdownfall inthe previous
fixture aswell. On that occasion,
heglovedadelivery aimed atthe
leg stump, and was caught by
mcketkeeperjos Buttler.
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Rajasthan Royals
Sooryavanshi.
Having found the strategy
conducive in the previous two
T20Is, he banged the ball short
twice in the first over. The wun-
derkind offered aswingon both

oryavanshiin
the latter's debut appearance in
an Indian shirt, but a similar
theme was observed in that fix-
ture as well, with Archer and
Tongue peppering him with
short deliveries.
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