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‘lam my first critic’

Ace composer AR Rahman on collaborating with Hans Zimmer and
the challenge of making music in an era of streaming platforms
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Shri V. D. Satheesan
Hon'ble Chief Minister
Government of Keralam

For seven decades, Keralam has charted a distinctive path of
development and social progress, setting benchmarks that have
earned the nation's pride. As the State celebrates its 70th
birthday, it stands at the threshold of new possibilities, looking
ahead with renewed ambition to shape a future that is more
progressive, inclusive and opportunity-driven.

Marking the first step in a journey that brings together
celebrations, ideas and action is the Festival of Keralam, which
will showcase Kerala's rich art and cultural heritage, as well as

its investment epportunities. The year-long festival, to be held
across major cities in India, will be inaugurated today at
4 pm at the Nishagandhi Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram.

The journey ahead will see Keralam harness the
winds of change to strengthen social security, drive
economic growth, improve everyday life and
create a future where the aspirations of the new
generation take centre stage.

Keralam 70

WINDS OF
CHANGE

Pioneering Initiatives Shaping a New Era

Senior Citizens Act & Department: {| Mission Samudra: Amended Maritime

\ " Introduced the world's first-of-its-kind ~~ Law for maritime and port-led
legislation and department to development initiatives.
safeguard senior citizens' rights. 7 Aviation Services Hub: Leveraging
Saral Keralam: Enacted legislation to the state’s aviation infrastructure and
drive regulatory reforms and promote connectivity to develop an aviation
industry and investment. services hub.
Enhanced Social Welfare Support: 1| Knowledge Valley & Research Park:
Increased pensions and strengthened Launched to position Kerala as a global
welfare schemes, hub for higher education, research and

= Priyadarshini Free Travel Scheme: innovation.

Enabled free public transport * Sports Reforms: Major legislative and
for all women through the State structural reforms to curb partisan
Transport Netwark. politics, protect athletes’ rights and

| Operation Toofan: Anti-drug meodernise sports administration.
operations have been launched to Governance Reforms: Undertaking
wipe out drug networks and protect """ participatory reforms in laws and rules to
students and youth. reduce litigation and ensure ease of living.
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Congo’sEbola
deaths cross
5,000, fear of
spread mounts

Associated Press
Bunia, October 31

DEATHSIN Congo’s Ebolaout-
break have topped 5,000 as the
country grapples with the re-
lentless spread of the disease
and casesarerecorded in other
African countries, the latest
government data on Saturday
shows.

Data from the Congolese
Ministry of Health showed that
the disease has killed 5,026
people out of 10,351 infected, at
anearly 50% lethality rate. The
surge is sparking concerns
among experts regarding the
authorities’ ability to contain
the deadly virus.

Thelatest outbreak, caused
by the Bundibugyo virus, was
declared in mid-May, catching
authorities by surprise. They
have since struggled to man-
ageit.

It is already the second
deadliest Ebolaoutbreak in his-
tory, second only to a two-year-
long West Africa outbreak be-
tween 2014 and 2016, which
killed 11,000 people across
multiple countries.

Aprotester

KHAMENEI ORDERS ARMED FORCES TO PREPARE IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO ANY ATTACK

Iran, Qatar hold talks amid threat
of strikes by US after midterms

Doha proposed
seven-day US-Iran
trust-building
plan, say officials

Reuters
Dubai, Cairo, October 31

IRANIAN NEGOTIATORS held
talks in Doha with Qatari medi-
ators on Saturday to discuss
paths out of war in the Gulf, a
source told Reuters, as diplo-
mats try to avert a new out-
break of fighting after the US
midterm elections this week.
Saturday's talks in the Qa-
tari capital followed more than
12 hours of discussions on Fri-
day between Iranian and Qatari
envoys in Tehran, said the
source, who was briefed on the
negotiations and spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. The
source said the talks were being
coordinated inregular contacts

education in Paris on Saturday. ReuTers

Weekend protests
continue across
France, thousands
take tothe streets

Associated Press
Paris, October 31

HUNDREDS OF thousands of
mostly young protesters took
to the streets across France on
Saturday in a third consecutive
weekend of demonstrations
over living costs and educa-
tion.

About 70,000 police and
gendarmes were deployed
across the country, and Paris
marches were rerouted to the
capital’s edge.

France's government esti-
mated that 3,20,000 people
protested nationwide Satur-
day, fewer than in previous
protests but still a significant
turnout. Mass protests on Oc-
tober 17 that deteriorated into
some of France's worst rioting
in years drew more than
500,000 people around
France, and demonstrations
on October 24 drew 4,10,000,
according to government esti-
mates. Organizers’ turnout es-
timates are much higher.

Authorities in France re-
ported about 300 arrests na-
tionwide so far — down from
800 at the same time last

week.French Interior Minister
Laurent Nufiez warned of a
“very high risk” of disorder, es-
pecially after dark on Hallow-
een. Police had arrested thou-
sands of people following riots
and looting that marred the
largely peaceful protest
marches the previous two Sat-
urdays.

AtPorte de Bagnolet, onthe
eastern edge of Paris, thou-
sands gathered behind aline of
students who led the march
hand in hand.

Security agents from the
CGT, one of France’s largest
labor unions, were keeping
watch at the front of the gather-
ing, while police were massed
onside streets.

The marchers’ grievances
arediverse. Each group carried
its own banner: high school
students, climate activists and
people angry about the cost of
living. Corentin Cabreux, a 21-
year-old student, said that he
livesinastate-runstudent resi-
dence where “there are damp
stains all along the bottom of
my walls, whole sections peel-
ing off, cockroaches every-
where, rats.”

The slogan on abanner in Farsi reads, ‘Flag of battle is still hoisted’,
atPalestine Square in Tehran on Friday. ap

with Washington.

Countriesin the region have
beenanticipating that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who has
held off on strikes on Iran dur-
ing the weeks leading up to
Tuesday's midterm elections,
could restart attacks once the
voting is over. Iran has re-
peatedly said it would respond

tonew attacks by strikingat US
and Israeli targets in neigh-
bouring countries.

Iran's Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Mojtaba Khamenei is-
sued a statement on Saturday
orderingthe armed forcestobe
prepared to respond to any at-
tacks. The Iranian military later
announced it was taking steps

toimprove its readiness.

"Any level or type of threat
must be met Mwith an im-
mediate, impactful, and geo-
graphically unrestricted re-
sponse,"” Khamenei, who has
notappeared in publicsincere-
placing his father slain at the
‘war's outset, said on Saturday
in the statement posted on his
official Telegram account.

He said that senior com-
manders had reported high
readiness along the Gulf coast,
inand around the Strait of Hor-
muzand Gulf of Oman, and on
Iran's northwestern and south-
eastern borders.

Trump, who launched the
war alongside Israel in Febru-
ary, has repeatedly hinted at
plans to restart strikes on Iran.
Last week he called on Israelis
ahead of their own election to
keep his wartime ally Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in power sothe two
leaders can "finish thejob".

But Washington has also
lately takenstepstoindicateitis

open to diplomacy. Earlier this
week, Vice President JD Vance,
who led the US delegation Kat
previous rounds of talks with
Iran, wrote aletter to a hardline
senior Iranian security official,
which the New York Times and
Wall Street Journal described as
an initiative to see if it was
possible to restart talks.

Trump played the letter
down, saying he approved it
only todiscuss the possibility of
letting more medical supplies
into Iran: "I said if you want to

do that, that's ok. Basically,
it's getting supplies in to help
people that are not well."

In the latest Qatari-me-
diated discussions, the Qataris
brought a proposalto Tehran a
week ago for a seven-day plan,
under which the US and Iran
would take daily steps to build
trust ahead of broader peace
talks, the source briefed on the
negotiations said. A senior Ira-
nian official told Reuters on Fri-
day that this proposal was not
deemed satisfactory by Tehran.

Jewish ex-cop will represent an Islamist
party in Israel’s newly elected parliament

SamMetz
Sakhnin, October 31

JEWISH EX-COP and self-de-
scribed Zionist might seem an
unlikely candidate to repre-
sent an Islamist party in Is-
rael’s parliament.

But Yoav Segalovitz will
soon be seated in the Knesset
as a member of Ra’am, an
Arab-led party that won eight
seats in Tuesday’s election.

His decision to leave a cen-
trist Jewish-led party and join
aconservative Arab-led one
has drawn curiosity and con-

Yoav Segalovitz

demnation in Israel, where a
key question after an incon-
clusive election is whether
Arab-led parties will be em-
braced by other opponents of

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu to help oust him from
power.

Segalovitzsays the purpose
of his partnership with Ra'am
leader Mansour Abbas was to
show that Jews and Arabs can
build political coalitions across
racial and religious divides.

“He’s Arab. 'm a Jew. 'm
secular. He's religious,” he said
of Abbas. “But we're all citizens
of Israel. We all take part in this
society. If we want to get prog-
ress here, we must go in part-
nershiptogether,” hesaid inan
interview before the election.

GenZ protests reach Germany as
thousandsjoin Halloween ralhes

Miranda Murray
Atlanta, October 31

THOUSANDS OF people across
Germany joined demonstra-
tionson Saturday, asayouth-led
movement inspired by protests
elsewhere in Europe tooktothe
streetstodemand bettereduca-
tion and lower living costs.
The protests follow a wave
of Gen Z-led demonstrations
across Europe this year. In Ser-
bia, student-led activism
helped unseat the country's
long-time leader at the ballot
box, while protests in France

have  descended  into
rioting and looting.
‘The German protests organ-

ised by the campaign group
“Gen Z regelt” — Gen Z takes
charge in German — are
planned in 34 cities including
Berlin, Frankfurt and Munich.
The group says it opposes com-
pulsory military service and
wants greater investment in
education as many young Ger-
mansstruggle with rising costs.

Official numbers on Satur-
dayafternoon suggested partici-
pant turnout was significantly
belowthe 182,000 organisersin-
itially expected. Police in Frank-
furt, Munich and Berlin re-

Young people attend a protest by campaigna Gen Z groupin
Frankfurt on Saturday. Reuters

ported 6,000 protesters, com-
pared with around 36,000 on
the organisers' website.

Germanauthoritiessay they
expect Saturday's demonstra-
tions, which coincide with Hal-
loween festivities, to be largely
peaceful but have warned of at-
tempts by extremist groups to
exploit the movement.

Parts of Germany's far-left
scene and some groups linked
to foreign extremist move-
ments have joined efforts to
mobilise support, according to
the federal interior ministry.

"We all have those images

fromFranceinourminds—loot-
ing, burning houses, burning po-
lice vehicles, and attacks on po-
liceofficers,"said Roman Poseck,
interior minister for the state of
Hesse, whose capital is Ger-
many's financial hub, Frankfurt.
"France must not be held up
asamodel in this regard."
Some businesses across
German cities boarded up win-
dowsand planned early closures
ahead of the demonstrations
due to concerns over possible
unrest, including along Berlin's
Tuxury Kurfuerstendamm shop-
ping boulevard. REUTERS

Segalovitz was speaking
about an alliance formed to
help a small party win greater
acceptance, but his words also
have meaning within a
broader debate that could de-
termine the election’s ultimate
impact.

Arab-led parties won an
unprecedented 18 seats in Is-
rael’s 120-member Knesset
and could play a decisive role
in forming a majority in the
next government — if the
country’s Jewish-led opposi-
tion is willing to join hands
with them. AP

UKPM Burnham
says heis ‘open
toanapology for
slavery, but rules
out reparations

Reuters
Lomlon, October 31

BRITISH PRIME Minister Andy
Burnham has said he is open to
calls for a formal apology for
Britain's historical role in slav-
ery, before attending next
week's Commonwealth summit
atwhich he is likely to face de-
‘mands for financial reparations.

Writing in the Guardian
newspaper, Burnham said Brit-
ain was "offering a structured
dialogue with those affected by
thetransatlanticslave trade", in
which at least 12.5 million Afri-
cans were abducted and sold
into slavery. “Listening to calls
foraformal apology onbehalfof
the Britishstate will formanim-
portant partof this process, and
Tam open to them,” he added.

But Burnham rejected calls
for financial reparations, writ-
ing: "I do not think that British
people today can be held liable
for historical wrongs, however
heinous, that happened inadif-
ferent age under different laws
and in which they played no
personal part.”"

duringa

ian mission from the

Russian-occupied town of Oleshky, return to Ukrainian-controlled
territory, amid Russias attack on Ukraine, on Saturday. reuters

Ukrainian evacuees
from Russia-occupied
Oleshky reach Belarus

Associated Press
Chernihiv Region, October 31

EVACUEES FROM Russian-oc-
cupied Oleshky in Ukraine ar-
rived in Belarus on Saturday on
their way back to Ukraine, part
of amajor rescue operation car-
ried outunder the most signifi-
cant truce since Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine 4
years ago.

The ceasefire in Ukraine's
southern Kherson region,
which the White House says
was brokered with help from
US first lady Melania Trump,
began at 3 am Tuesday and is
expected to continue through
Sunday evening.

It was a rare joint Russia-
Ukraine humanitarian effort,a
briefrespite in the grim war.

Civilians from Oleshky, on
the DniproRiver, beganthelong
journey out of the war-ravaged
region inbus convoyson Friday.
The estimated 2,000 remaining
residents were offered the choice
of travelling to Ukrainian- or
Russian-held territory, or re-
maining in the city with replen-
ished food and medical supplies.

Russia's Ministry of Defence
said those who chose to travel
from Oleshky to Ukrainian-

held territory were taken to the
Russian city of Anapa and
flown to the Belarusian city of
Homel. They were accompa-
nied by Dmytro Lubinets,
Ukraine's commissioner for
human rights, it said.

“We will be home soon!”
said avideo post from Lubinets
atHomel airport.

Four planes with the evacu-
ees landed in Belarus and the
passengers would be on
Ukrainian territory "within
hours," said Ukrainian law-
maker Davyd Arakhamia.

Relatives waited on Saturday
at the Ukrainian-Belarusian
border, along with aid tents, cof-
fee stands and even provisions
to feed the pets the evacuees
‘were bringing with them. Vol-
unteers from organizations, in-
cluding the Red Cross, Doctors
without Borders and the World
Central Kitchen, werealsothere.

Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy on Saturday
welcomed US approval of
Ukraine's purchase of S00 PAC-
3Patriotinterceptorsbuturged
partnerstosupply the weapons
from existing stocks to protect
the country this winter, warn-
ing the newly authorized U.S.
sale could take years to deliver.

Poland President accuses
Tusk of forced takeover
of country’s top court

Reuters
Warsaw, October 31

POLISH PRESIDENT Karol
Nawrocki on Saturday accused
Prime Minister Donald Tusk of
staginga forced takeover of the
country's top court after the
head of the court, an ally of the
previous far right government,
was suspended.

Late on Friday, the Constitu-
tional Tribunal said itslongest-
serving judge Anna Korwin-
Piotrowska had suspended
Bogdan Swieczkowski, the
tribunal's president and an ap-
pointee of Tusk's hard-right
predecessor, and was now in
charge of the court.

The move escalated abattle
between Nawrocki, an ally
ofthe previous nationalist gov-
ernment, and Prime Minister
Donald Tusk's pro-European
government over control of the
judiciary. "Tonight, there wasa
breach of public order in the
Republic of Poland and a forc-
ibletakeover of a constitutional
body," Nawrocki said inastate-
ment read by an aide outside
the court early on Saturday,
after the president had turned
back mid-flight from a trip to
Africato address thesituation.

Police officers at Polish
Constitutional Courtin
Warsaw on Saturday. ap

He headed straight to the
court where riot police were
outin force as several hundred
protesters demanded
Swieczkowski's reinstatement.
Nawrocki called for urgent
political consultations.

Tusk, writing on X, said his
government was seeking to re-
store the rule of law, which the
European Union had accused
his predecessors —the Lawand
Justice Party — of subverting.

Along-running political dis-
pute over the Constitutional
Tribunal has effectively para-
lysed the institution, with the
pro-European governmentand
the nationalist president refus-
ingtorecognise appointees put
forward by the other side.

© THE FORMER BRITISH PARATROOPER’S MISSION BEGAN AFTER RECEIVING A BIRTHDAY CARD FROM HIS FATHER, KEITH, IN THE MID-1990s

In 28 yrs of walking, Karl Bushby overcame jungle and red tape, now he’s nearly home

Brian Melley
‘Market Resen (England) Oct 31

KARL BUSHBY has spent 28
'years walking home, but as he
approaches the finish Monday,
it's not clear he’s ready for the
audaciousjourney toend.

Pushing a cart loaded with
camping gear along a country
road in northern England about
50 kilometers (30 miles) from
the finish line, Bushby was un-
certain of the future, anxious
aboutthe prospect ofliving in his
mother’s basement and facing
anidentity crisis.

“My purpose and reason for
living is about to end,” he said.
“It'sgoingtobedifficult... trying
toblend back into asociety that

you just don’t know anymore.”
Bushby, 57 wasjustshy of 30
when he set out from the tip of
South America on Nov. 1,1998.
Sincethen, hehaswalked 31,000
miles (50,000 kilometers)across
four continents, navigated shift-

times as long for Bushby to re-
turn to his mother, Angela, in
Hull as it took the hero in “The
Odyssey” to reach Ithaca.
“Odysseus was a bit of an
amateur,” Bushby quipped. “T'1l
cut him some slack. I haven’t

ingiceovertheBeringStraitand ~ metany giant Cyclops.”
swam, by his own description, The real world provided
i andEng- enough Hefaced off

acrosstheC:

lish Channel. He has crossed 30
countries to return to where he
started nearly three decades ago.

Swampy jungle, scorching
desertand frozen tundraslowed
‘him down, but bureaucratic ob-
stacles helped turn what was
supposed tobea12-yeartrekinto
theepiche callsthe “Goliath Ex-
pedition.”

It has taken nearly three

with a polar bear, floated
through crocodile-infested
waters to avoid a guerrilla con-
flict in Colombia, was attacked
by amob in Peru and was res-

British

cued by h from anice
floedriftingout tosea.

The former British para-
trooper’s mission beganafter re-
ceivingabirthday card from his
father, Keith, in the mid-1990s.

His father mentioned a debate
among special forces soldiers
about whether a person could
walk from London to New York

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Karl Bushby near Market Rasen, Lincolnshire

via the Bering land bridge once
used by early humans.

Bushby traced a continuous
route across Europe, Asia and

North America and then ex-
tended it to the southern tip of
Chile.

“With that under my skin,
there was no going back,” he
said.

Unlike many global expedi-
tions that use transport to cross
oceans, Bushby imposed two
rules: notransportation could be
used to move forward, and he
had to return home on foot.

He set out with $500 and
soon found himselfbattling hur-
ricane-force winds onthe Patag-
onian Steppe. He crossed the
dangerous Darién Gap in 2001
andspent18daysinjailafteren-
teringarestricted borderzonein
Panama.

The Bering Strait crossing in

2006 nearly ended the expedi-
tion. Bushby and American ad-
venturer Dimitry Kieffer sur-
vived a plunge into freezing
waterand were airlifted tosafety
before being detained for enter-
ing Russia illegally.
Russiabecame one of hisbig-
gest challenges. Visa problems
and harsh weatherstretched his
journey theretonearly adecade.
‘When Russia denied him a visa
in2012, Bushby walked from Los
Angelestothe Russian Embassy
inWashingtonin protest, event-
ually securing the necessary pa-
rwork.
Healsoenduredsurveillance
in China, delays caused by the
pandemicand a31-day crossing
of the Caspian Sea after geo-

political barriers blocked routes
through Russiaand Iran. Aweak
swimmer, herelied onaflotation
vest and wetsuit, usingaself-in-
vented technique he calls “floa-
timming.”

Romance also altered the
timeline. Relationships with
women from Colombia and
Japan ended in heartbreak,
strained by his nomadic life.

The expedition has been
equally hard on his family.
Bushby’sson, froman early mar-
riage that ended in divorce, is
now in his mid-30s after largely
growing up without him. Al-
though his father methimwhen
hecrossed the English Channel,
Bushby has not seen his mother
inadecade. AP
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Murmu will attend the 'Hirak
Jayanti’ (diamond jubilee)
celebrations marking the 60th
year of formation of Haryana,
atKurukshetra.

®THEINDRAVATITIGER
Reservein Chhattisgarh's Bas-
tarregion s set to welcome
tourists for the first time in four
decades. Thereserve, estab-
lished under Project Tiger in
1983, was largely inaccessible
due toleft-wing extremism.
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OPPOSITION RALLY AT RAMLILA MAIDAN IN DELHI TODAY

INDIA bloc holds ‘impeachment’ of

CEC: PM calls

Kharge levels six
charges against
Gyanesh Kumar,
Rahul calls for trial

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, October 31

‘THE OPPOSITION INDIA bloc
on Saturday held a symbolic
“publicimpeachment” of Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar over various
alleged electoral irregularities
and the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls, with
Lok Sabha Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP) Rahul Gandhi saying
that the event was a “political
weapon” against those who
“colluded to destroy the votes
of the Indian people”.

Former Lok Sabha Speaker Meira Kumar pi

by the O

The mock imp: nt
session, presided over by
former Lok Sabha Speaker
Meira Kumar, was held at Con-
gress president and Rajya
Sabha LoP Mallikarjun
Kharge’s 10, Rajaji Marg resi-
dence in the national capital.

The Oppositionleadersand
MPsalong with several civil so-
ciety members passed a resol-
ution to “impeach” Gyanesh
Kumar, accusing him of “delet-
ingvotestosteal elections” and
demanding that he be tried in
court for “treason” and jailed.

Wrapping up the proceed-
ings, Rahul said it was “strange

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Lucknow’s KGMU
probes police report
claiming conversion
pressure on campu

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, October 31

KING GEORGE’S Medical Uni-
versity (KGMU) in Lucknow
has decided to initiate an in-
quiry into a report by the Uttar
Pradesh Police’s Special Task
Force (STF) that raised allega-
tions of staff members being
harassed and, in some cases,
being coerced to convert by
their colleagues and seniors
from the minority community.
The STF had launched an
inquiry following claims about
alleged religious conversion
and “love jihad” that emerged
last year. The Lucknow police
had in January arrested Ra-
meezuddin alias Rameez
Malik, a junior resident in the
university’s Department of Pa-
thology, and a medical internin
two separate cases.
Rameezuddin, who was ar-
rested in Lucknow on January
9, faces allegations of sexually
exploitingand trying to convert
two women. The intern faces
allegations of sexually exploit-
ing a nursing student on the

UP Police had launched a probe
after claims of alleged religious
conversion emerged last year

false promise of marriage.

Initsinquiry report recently
submitted to the state govern-
ment in August, the STF is
learnt to have alleged miscon-
duct, including physical and
mental harassment of female
junior residents, nursing staff
and a contractual employee by
male nursingstaff, doctorsand
ahead of department from the
minority community.

The report claims to have
found instances of harassment
in four different departments
of KGMU.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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PM Narendra Modi at ‘Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas’ celebrations in Ekta
Nagar, Gujarat, Saturday. p1i
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b ’ of Chief Election C
INDIA bloc at Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge's residence in New Delhi, Saturday. p1i

Gyanesh Kumar

Forces conspiring to divide India,
social media used as weapon: Modi

Aditi Raja
Kevadia, October 31

ON A day when the INDIA bloc
held a “public impeachment”
of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday said the Opposition had
turned into an “obstructionist
force” (avrodh paksh). Warning
against forces “engaged in con-

spiracies todivide” the country,
hesaid social media was “being
used as a weapon, rumours
beingspread, and efforts being
madetotarnish India’simage”.

Speaking at the Rashtriya
EktaDiwas celebrationstomark
the birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, at the Statue
of Unity in Ekta Nagar in Nar-
mada district of Gujarat, Modi
alsowarned against “dimagi (in-

tellectual) Naxals”, and under-
lined the need to move forward
towardsa “secular civil code”.
“In a democracy, the re-
sponsibility of the Opposition
is to oppose government pol-
icies, but it is our misfortune
that the Opposition (virodh
paksh) hasbecome an obstruc-
tionist force (avrodh paksh)...
Driven by frustration and
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘48 lakh non-BS-VI vehicles in NCR dists, cops

have task cut out as Delhi curbs begin today

-PRE-BS-VIVEHICLESINNCRW

Sophiya Mathew
&Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, October 31

registered in Uttar Pradesh, Ha-
ryana, and Rajasthan. Forty-
eight lakh of these vehicles are

Segment | UPNCR |HaryanaNCR]| R| Combined
BEGINNING SUNDAY, non- Two-
BS-VIpetroland diesel vehicles | wheelers 9591akh 22lakh 4871akh 3655akh
registeredoutsideDelniwillno | corioabe [ 1651akn | 518lakh | 42373 | 726lakh
longerbeabletoenterthecapi- |- 1
tal. The restriction, whichwill | G900S | 59348 | 30 |akh 9,890 170 lakh
be in effect for three months | vehicles
until January 31, 2027, will im- Buses 5,809 16,390 2,854 25,053
pactlakhsofoldervehiclesthat - ™ g0 ™15 064 | 191lakh 19,536 226 lakh
donotmeet the prescribed tail- | |
pipe emission norms. Total 1M.75lakh | 30.65lakh 5.62lakh 48lakh

Approxi 3.02 crore

Bharat Stages-ItoIV vehiclesare
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CM Mann among40 MLAsin AAP’s
first Punjab poll list, focus on Malwa

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, October 31

SEEKING A headstart in the
run-up to the Punjab Assembly
elections slated for February
2027, the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Saturday an-
nounced its first list of 40 can-
didates, all of whom are sitting
MLAs renominated from their
respective seats across thestate.

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann figures in the list; he will

E @ EXPLAINED

Eyeing a headstart

Bydeclaringits firstlist of
candidates monthsahead of
thepolls, AAPislookingto

contest the elections from his
Dhuri seat in his home district
Sangrur, putting to rest specu-
lation that he may shift to
another constituency.

The list was announced by
AAP national secretary Pankaj
Kumar Gupta following a meet-
ing of the party’s Political Af-
fairs C (PAC)in Delhi,

gain itsrivals.
Ithassoughttodeclare can-
didatesin ‘safeseats’ firston
basis of their performances
asMLAsand publicsurveys.

which cleared the nominees.
The meeting was attended by
the AAP top brass, including

»CON
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in National Capital
Regiondistricts adjoining Delhi.
Allthese vehicles frequently
enter and exit Delhi, oftenona
daily basis. Roughly three-
quarters of these pre-BS-VIve-
hicles are two-wheelers.
Several Delhi Traffic Police
officerswithwhom TheIndian
Express spoke acknowledged
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor and India’s
Ambassador to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra in Atlanta. p1i

AT G20 FOREIGN MINISTERS’ MEET
Jaishankar raises
energy crisis, flags
sanctions, attacks

‘Deliberate attacks
onenergy trade,
infra calculated
strategy to hold
prices hostage’

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, October 31

EXPRESSING CONCERN over
the increasing “distortions of
energy markets through ob-
stacles, sanctions and choke-
points”, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar has said that
the “deliberate attacks” on
energy infrastructure and trade
are a “calculated strategy” to
hold prices hostage.

Speaking at the second ple-
nary session of the G20 Foreign
Ministers’ meeting in Atlanta,
US, on Friday, Jaishankar said

INSIDE PAGE6

QUAD BUILDING
RELIABLEAND
OPEN SUPPLY
CHAINS, SAYS RUBIO

there appears to be “little re-
gard” for the predicament of
low-income countries.

His remarks come amid the
US'ssanctionson thesale of Ira-
nian oil and its recent decision
to waive Russia-linked sanc-
tions. There have been attacks
on energy infrastructure and
ships carrying oil and gas in
both the ongoing wars in West
Asiaand Russia-Ukraine.

“Spoke at the 2nd Plenary of
@g200rg #Atlanta. Underlined
that the world today stares at
an energy crisis, not of produc-
tion, but of unpredictability

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

2 foreigners die in Bengaluru 5-star
hotel pool, electrocution suspected

Atiya Firdos
Bengaluru, October 31

TWO FOREIGN nationals —a
German and a Slovak — died
of suspected electrocution in
the swimming pool of Benga-
luru’s Conrad Hotel, a five-star
facility, Friday evening,
police said. Two others were
injured while attempting to
rescue them.

The victims were identified
as Alexander imilian The-

iss, 57, a German national and
Lufthansa crew member, and
Juraj Horvat, 45, a Slovak na-
tional working as a project
manager at IBM.

The injured were identified
as Mathew Desantis, 41, an
American national staying at
the hotel, and Rahul Tiwari, 28,
a hotel employee who worked
as a pool attendant and life-
guard. Both were taken to
Manipal Hospital for treatment
and have since been dis-

charged.

Theincidentoccurred at the
hotel's swimming pool on the
third floor. Police Commis-
sioner Seemant Kumar Singh
told reporters that investigators
suspect an electrical leakage
into the pool.

“The area had been sealed,
and technical and Scene of
Crime Officer (SOCO) teams
had inspected the spot. We are
awaiting the Forensic Science

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

© STORE’S REQUEST FOR SPACE ELSEWHERE HAS NOT ELICITED A RESPONSE

Shastri Bhawan being razed, Capital’s first Jan Aushadhi Kendra has nowhere to go

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, October 31

IN A corner of Shastri Bhawan
in the heart of the Capital, a
blue board announces Jan Au-
shadhi Kendra, the govern-
ment’s generic drug store. The
one-room store has shelves
stacked with the most com-
monly used medicines: cough
syrups, paracetamol
and medicines for
diabetes, choleste-
rol, hypertension
and allergies.

Every day, employees of
various ministries and labour
hands from nearby construc-
tion sites walk in to buy medi-
cines at affordable rates.

[ PAGE1
| anchor |

This is no ordinary store.
Among the country’s earliest
Jan Aushadhi Kendrasand the
firstin Delhi, it opened its doors
in 2009 when Ram Vilas Pas-
wan, the then Union Minister
of Chemicals and Fertilisers,
came for its inauguration.

Seventeen years later, it is
set to shut shop because the
building is going to be demol-
ished and the gov-
ernment is yet to al-
locate an alternate
space for the store.

Under the Central Vista
redevelopment plan, all minis-
tries and departments in Shas-
tri Bhawan had been asked
to vacate the building by
September.

“While the ministries and
departments have already
moved out from the building,
we are yet to be allocated space
forthestore,” the Jan Aushadhi
Kendra in-charge said.

“Unlike most Jan Aushadhi
Stores now, which are run by
private players, this one is en-
tirely government-operated.
The space and other costs such
as electricity are borne by the
Department of Pharmaceuti-
cals (which runs the scheme
and is under the Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilisers) and
the employees are from
Kendriya Bhandar,” the in-
charge said.

There is no other Jan Au-
shadhi Kendra in the vicinity -

The store opened in 2009. ANONNADUTT

®Shastri Bhawan is being demol-
ished under the Central Vista
redevelopment plan. All minis-
tries, departments were asked
tovacate the building by Sept

® Unlike most Jan Aushadhi
Stores now, which are run by
private players, this one is
entirely govt-operated

@ Three requests for allotment
of alternative accommodation
made since January

the nearest store is in Gole Mar-
ket near the RML Hospital.

As the ministries and de-
partments began leaving the

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

premises, thestore’s request for
space elsewhere did not elicita
response.

The first request for allot-

ment of alternative accommo-
dation was made in January
thisyear when store employees
wrote to the Department of

Pharmaceuticals. A reminder
was sent in March and then
again in July.

“It has been three months
since thelast letter but we have
not received any communica-
tion yet. No alternative space
has been allocated for the
store,” the store in-charge said.

Until 2014, there were only
80 such stores across the
country. The scheme was mod-
ified and rebranded in2015and
2016, allowing private players
to run the stores with medi-
cines being procured by the
government.

Under the modified
scheme, it is for the owner of
the store to find a suitable
space. The store at Shastri Bha-

wan had been paying a nom-
inal rent of Rupee 1until now.

The Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilisers, sources said,
had requested the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs to
allot a suitable space to the
store to ensure there is no dis-
ruption inservice. Accordingto
MoHUA sources, the process
for allotting space for the Jan
Aushadi Kendra is ongoing.

Currently, there are more
than 19,000 stores across the
country, with at least one in
each district. With large stocks
purchased centrally, medicines
sold at these stores are 50% to
80% cheaper than the branded
medicines available in the
open market.
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INDIA bloc holds ‘impeachment’ of CEC

and unprecedented” that the
entire Opposition had togather
in the garden of the Rajya
Sabha LoP's house to discuss
the CEC'simpeachment as “all
otherinstitutions were shut for
them”.

“I fully support the motion
to impeach Gyanesh Kumar,
whoshould be tried for treason
in court and justice served,” he
said.

"People gathered here have
amessage for Gyanesh Kumars
of thisworld: You are hiding be-
hind the institution you have
sworn to protect. Remember,
youcan'thide behind it forever.
One day, you will have to face
the representatives of the
peopleofthis country,” the Lok
Sabha LoP said.

Claiming that Gyanesh
Kumar “will not survive as
CEC”, Rahul said the Opposi-
tion has “enough evidence to
ensure that this gentleman
does not continuein office,” ad-
ding that “If the BJP insists on
retaining him even after we re-
veal, its game will be clear for
everyonetosee.”

Rahul said 13.3 crore votes
were deleted during the SIR,

whichindicated, headded, that
130 million voters accounting
for 15% of India's electorate
were deleted. “And the differ-
ence between the Opposition
and those who won the 2024
elections was only 3%, which
means the Election Commis-
sion itself is stating that the
2024 Lok Sabha elections were
illegal,” he alleged.

After Rahul's speech, the
resolution to “impeach” the
CEC was passed unanimously
by those present by raising
their hands. The Opposition
members also raised slogans
against Gyanesh Kumar.

Earlier in the day, while

through ECINET” and “shut
out the other two Election
Commissioners™.

Among the INDIA bloc
leaderswhoattended the mock
impeachment event were Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
(CPP) chairperson Sonia Gan-
dhi, Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Samajwadi
Party (SP) MP Dharmendra
‘Yadav, TMC MP Saugata Roy,
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav,
CPI(M) MP John Brittas and
CPI's P Sandosh Kumar. A
number of civil society
members including Yogendra
‘Yadav and Nikhil Dey, student
leaders like Neha Bora, and

moving the “imy

motion”, Kharge levelled six
charges against the CEC, accus-
ing him of "conspiring to steal
elections”and “actingat the be-
hest” of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home Min-
ister Amit Shah.

Detailing the charges
against Gyanesh Kumar,
Kharge alleged that he “deleted
132 crorevoters” duringthe SIR
exercise, “rewrote Form 6”
without Parliament's approval,
“seized the electoral rolls

ome voters whose have
beendeleted, were also present.
Several of them addressed the
session too.

Kharge said, “The right to
vote, granted to our citizens
through universal adult fran-
chise under Article 326 of the
Constitution of India, is today
in grave danger”.

Hesaid the Opposition MPs
had submitted motionsinboth
Houses of Parliament to seek
the CEC's impeachment, but
their notices were rejected. In

April this year, the presiding of-
ficers of both the Houses had
rejected the Opposition
members’ impeachment mo-
tions to remove the CEC.

“The proposal we have
brought today is aimed at safe-
guarding the dignity of a con-
stitutional institution. We have
no personal animosity towards
the CEC. Ourintentionisforthe
Election Commission to func-
tion impartially, in alignment
‘with the spirit of the Constitu-
tion, and to ensure that the
common man’s trust in it re-
mains intact. We must prevent
asituation where the voting
rights of vulnerable sections,
‘women, and the youth could be
arbitrarily deleted by someone
sitting in Delhi, using a com-
puter,” said Kharge.

Recalling former PM Rajiv
Gandhi's decision to lower the
voting age to 18 years, Kharge
said the move had given young
people the right to decide the
country's future. He alleged
that the Modi government was
now threatening that right
through its actions.

“The Modi government has
done everything to remain in

Forces conspiring to divide India: PM

disappointment, these people
are creating obstacles in the
path of the country's develop-
ment. This is not opposition,
this is obstruction. They have
made this their political
agenda. They are engaged in
undermining the dignity and
sanctity of the Constitution,"
Modi said.

“Certain forces are continu-
ously engaged in conspiracies
to divide the country... After
more than a decade of frustra-
tionand disappointment, these
forces have now come out in
the open... Who is secretly
meeting whom abroad? Whom
are anti-India forces suppor-
ting? Who is speaking the lan-
guage of India's enemies? We
must recognise all these pat-

—

°
AAPlist
party national convener Arvind
Kejriwal and CM Mann.

terns and confront them to-
gether... Especially the way so-
cial media is being used as a
‘weapon, rumours are being
spread, and efforts are being
made to tarnish India’s image.
‘The people of the country must
come together to deal with
these challenges," he said.

Recalling hisaddressat Sar-
dar Patel's birth anniversary
celebrations last year, Modi
said he had pledged that the
country would be free of
Maoists. “Exactly one year later,
as we gather here today, that
national resolution has been
fulfilled. The backbone of Na-
xalism has been completely
broken," he said.

“We have eradicated Naxal-
ism from remote parts of the

the polls. Assembly Speaker Kul-
tarSingh Sandhwan hasbeenre-
nominated from his Kotkapura

seat.
The AAP’sfirstlististilted to-
wards the Malwa region, where
i iesof 27 of the40

Among the can-
didatesinthelistis Minister San-
jeev Arora, who has been re-
nominated from Ludhiana West
despite having been in jail in
connection with an Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) money
laundering case. Besides CM
Mann, Arora is so far the only
Minister in the 15-member AAP
Cabinetwhohasbeen fielded for

candidates are located. Malwa
accounts for 69 of the state's 117
Assembly seats, while Majha
and Doaba have 25 and 23 seats,
respectively. The party has
named five candidates from
Majha and eight from Doaba in
its first list.

Malwa, especially the dis-
tricts of Sangrur, Barnala and
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country. However, the threat of
whatTcall ‘intellectual (dimagi)
Naxalism’ has not yet disap-
peared. The country must re-
main vigilant against these in-
tellectual Naxals,” he said.

"We now have to work on
the next big goals. We must se-
curethe country'sborders com-
pletely. We have tostop infiltra-
tion and the demographic
changes taking place. We also
have to move forward towards
aSecular Civil Code. Whenever
the country takes big resol-
utions, whenever the country
makes big decisions, hurdles
will arise, obstacles will be cre-
ated, and storms will have tobe
faced, but India is not going to
stop now," he said.

"The ideals of 'Ek Bharat,

Mansa, is considered the epi-
centre of the AAP’s rise in Pun-
jab. The party currently has 66 of
the region's 69 legislators, in-
cludingCMMann, whohad won
the Dhuri seat in the 2022 elec-
tions by defeating the Congress
candidate by over 58,000 votes.
‘The AAPhad swept the 2022
polls, bagging 92 of the state’s 117
seats. Currently, the party’stally
inthe House stands at 94.
Initsfirstlist, the AAP’sdeci-
siontorenominatesitting MLAS
has been fuelled by its assess-
ment that they might not be
facing any significant “anti-in-

Shreshth Bharat' and the goal
of adeveloped India have now
become the country'sunwaver-
ing commitments. We will put
in our utmost effort. We will
confront every challenge with
determination. But our vision
will remain fixed on one goal...
By2047,when Indiacompletes
100 years of Independence, we
must build a developed India
that is sustainable and strong.
This passion must guide every
effort we make and become a
partofour verybeing," he said.

Referring to the global
energy crisis in recent months,
Modi said several countries had
imposed restrictions on diesel
and petrol purchases, while
concerns had been raised about
India's ability to withstand the

cumbency”, sources said.

On Friday, CM Mann had
said that the party’s candidate
selection would be based on
their performances and public
surveys.

‘AnAAPleadersaid the party
has opted for “safe seats” in its
first list. “The surveys also fa-
voured these sitting MLAs,” the
leadersaid.

Thelistincludes fourwomen
candidates — Inderjit Kaur
Mann (Nakodar), Santosh Kata-
ria (Balachaur), Baljinder Kaur
(Talwandi Sabo), and Dr Aman-
deep Kaur Arora (Moga) who

power - Sansad chori, party
chori, electoral bonds and now
vote chori,” alleged the Con-
gress chief.

Kharge also said that CEC
Kumar was able to carry out
such actions because of the
Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election Commis-
sioners (Appointment, Condi-
tionsof Service and Term of Of-
fice) Act, 2023, which, he said,
provided perpetual immunity
to the CEC and ECs from any
punitive action.

He said the 2023 legislation
was passed by the Modi govern-
mentafter 145 Opposition MPs
were suspended from Parlia-
ment, which prevented them
from participating in a debate
on it. “This is shameful. Those
who were working in national
interest were kept out and the
law was passed. This law gives
the CECimmunity which even
the President and Prime Min-
ister donot have,” he added.

Khargealsosaid the Opposi-
tion was not seeking voting
rights for “ghuspaithiya (infil-
trators)” as the BJP alleges, but
to ensure that the voting rights
of all Indian citizens are pro-
tected. "It is the BJP which is
protecting 'ghuspaithiya’, and
the pot is telling the kettle
black," he said.

The stage at the event was
designed to resemble the Lok
Sabha, with a wood-panelled

impact because of its large
population and dependence on
petroleum imports. He said
India had managed to prevent
the crisis from affecting its
citizens, describing the out-
come as a diplomatic and stra-
tegic success, while crediting
publicsolidarity for playing an
equally important role.
“While the country was
looking for solutions to external
challenges, certain forces
within the country also began
spreading lies and rumours in
anattempt to create instability.
But the people of India stood
shoulder to shoulder with the
government... This is the
country's greateststrength. Itis
the biggest foundation of our
courage and determination,”
hesaid.
“Theworldisburninginthe
flames of unrest. These are ex-
tremely difficult times for sev-

headsthe Punjab AAP’swomen
wing. The party has named
sevenScheduled Caste (SC)can-
didates in this list.

Four former ministers —
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal
(Ajnala), Bram Shanker Sharma
Jimpa (Hoshiarpur), DrInderbir
Singh Nijjar (Amritsar South)
and Balkar Singh (Kartarpur) —
have alsobeen fielded.

PunjabAAP president Aman
Arora does not figure in the first
list, while working president
Amansher Singh has been re-
nominated from Batala. None of
theparty'shalqain-charges, ap-

backdropand seatsarranged in
asemi-circular formation simi-
lar to the seating pattern in the
House. Microphones were also
installed in the first three rows.

Initiating the proceedings,
Meira Kumar said the session
was convened to hold a “public
impeachment” of the CEC as
eligible voters were being
“wrongfully” removed from
the electoral rolls. “When this
issue is raised by the INDIA
bloc, thereis noaccountability.
So we have decided that the
Opposition alliance will hold a
meetingand bringa proposal to
remove Gyanesh Kumar,” she
said.

Inastatement later, former
Union minister P Chidamba-
ram said: “Today's public im-
peachment of Mr Gyanesh
Kumar, CEC, wasahistoricand
unprecedented event... The
gatheringtoday isaunited and
resurgent front of the people,
political parties and civil so-
ciety organisations that are de-
termined to resist these de-
structive forces and protect the
Constitution and the country.”

The mock impeachment of
Gyanesh Kumar, which was
held as part of the INDIA bloc's
campaign against the CEC and
the Modi government over al-
leged “vote theft” and the SIR
row, set the tone for its mega
rally to be held on Sunday at
Delhi's Ramlila Maidan.

eral countries. Wars are raging
between many nations. The
economies of major countries
are grappling with serious chal-
lenges. Resource shortages are
continuously increasing, and
global supply chains are being
disrupted... At such a time, In-
dia's unity, the unity of all In-
dians, is our greatest strength.
It is this unity that will help us
overcome every storm,” he
said.

Earlierin the day, Modi paid
floral tributes to Sardar Patel at
the Statue of Unity. "Heartfelt
tributes to Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, the architect of Akhand
Bharat and the Iron Man of the
country. Hededicated hislife to
the creation of a strong, pros-
perous, and capable India," he
said in a post on X. He also in-
augurated development pro-
jects to boost tourism and civic
infrastructure in the area.

pointed in over 20 consti-
tuencies, have been given party
ticketsso far.

CM Mann’s aide Baltej
Pannu, the AAP’s media in-
charge, has not made it to the
party's first list. He was aspiring
for aticket from Patiala (urban),
where the party has renomi-
nated MLA Ajit Pal Singh Kolhi.

The Punjab elections are set
to be a multi-cornered battle
with the AAP facing challenges
from the principal Opposition
Congress, Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD)and the BJP,among major
contenders.

5-star Bengaluru hotel

Laboratory (FSL) report, post-
mortem findings and other re-
portstoascertain theexact cause
of theincident,” he said.

In a complaint to the police,
SilviaHotuatova, the47-year-old
wife of Horvat, alleged negli-
gence on the part of the hotel
‘management. She said that she
and her husband had arrived in
India on October 20 for a vaca-
tionand werestayingat the Con-
rad Hotel.

According to the complaint,
Horvat went swimming in the
hotel poolaround 5.15pmon Fri-

day. Hearing screams near the
pool, Hotuatova rushed to the
spot and found her husband
lying motionless in the water. A
hotel staff memberwhojumped
intothe poolinanattempttores-
cuehimalsosuffered anelectric
shock, the complaintstated.
The complaint further al-
leged that another person
alerted those present to the sus-
pected presence of electric cur-
rent in the pool. Hotel staff then
switched off the power supply,
pulled the people out of the
water and attempted to revive

them. Hotuatova said she was
taken to the hospital along with
herhusband.

Based on her complaint, po-
lice registered a case under Sec-
tion 106 (causing death by neg-
ligence) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023, at Halasuru
Police Station.

Hotel sources said the two

hasbeenshutdown.
Responding to the incident,
aConrad Bengaluru spokesper-
son said: “We are deeply sad-
dened by the tragic incident
which occurred at Conrad Ben-
galuru yesterday [Saturday],
whichled tothesubsequent pas-
singaway of two guests. We offer
our deepest condolences to all

men may h d electric
shocks soon after entering the
pool. Police suspect a short cir-
cuit may have caused the inci-
dent. “Seeingthemstrugglingin
the water, one person tried to
rescue them, and the other
joined the effort, resulting in
both being injured,” a police of-
ficer said, adding that the pool

Thecauseofthe
incident has not yet been estab-
lished and remains subject to a
comprehensive investigation by
local authorities. We are offering
our full support to their investi-
gation. Our team remains avail-
able to provide all appropriate
assistancetorelevantauthorities
astheirinvestigation continues.”

Lucknow’s KGMU

KGMU spokesperson Dr K K
Singh told The Indian Express
that the STF had not recom-
mended criminal proceedings
againstthose named inits report
but had referred the matter for
disciplinary action. The univer-
sity received the report from the
government on Thursday.

“We will place the report be-
fore the university’s executive
council, after which a commit-
tee will be constituted to exam-
ine the allegations. The disci-
plinary committee will assess
whether the allegations have
merit. All theissuesraised inthe
report will be examined,” Singh
told The Indian Express.

Thegovernment, initsletter,
has directed KGMU authorities
to initiate action against em-
ployeesmentioned in the report
inaccordance with provisions of
the KGMU Act, 2002, and the
University'sstatutes and submit
an action-taken report. The
executive council meeting is
likely to be held next month.

The report places at least
eight people across various

| levels at KGMU under the

scanner, and an equal number
of employees who were alleg-
edly subjected to harassment or
pressure.

According to the report, the
STFinquiry was initiated follow-
ing a complaint by a man who
identified himself as president
of the “UP Youth Association”
and sought a probe into alleged
religious conversions and what
he described as “love jihad”
cases on the university campus.

The report alleges that both
cases in which aresident doctor
andanintern werearrested were
linked to a department where
certain faculty members
shielded other faculty members,
residentdoctors, students, nurs-
ingstaffand employees fromthe
minority community who were
accused of misconduct. The re-
portallegesthat thisallowed the
physical and mental harass-
ment of some women resident
doctors, students, nursing staff
and other employees to con-
tinue.

The report further alleges
that when women employees
objected to or spoke out against
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such conduct, some faculty
‘members tried to silence them
by threatening to damage their
careers, label them mentallyun-
stable or terminate their em-

and pressured them to convert.
The report further alleges that
‘when the women complained
verbally to the department, fac-
ulty members and the head of

Flshankar at G20

& disruption, ur

Aftertt 1, Jaishankar

costs, and challenges of access,”
Jaishankar said ina poston X.

“Highlighted that deliberate
attacksonenergy trade &energy
infrastructure are a calculated
strategy to hold energy prices
hostage,” he said.

Jaishankar said he empha-
sised that “continuous distor-

also met US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio. “Appreciated
@SecRubio’s hospitality in At-
lanta for the @g20org FMM.
Tookstockof our bilateral coop-
eration,” Jaishankar posted on
X, along with a picture of him
with Rubio, Indian Ambassador
to the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra

tions of energy marl ough  and US Ambassador to India
obstacles, sanctions & choke-  Sergio Gor.
points are I i ithin- i participation at

creasing frequency, greater
complexity &widerimpact.” ad-
dingthat "there appearslittlere-
gard for the predicament of low-
income countries”.

“Stressed that convenient
distinctions are being drawn be-
tween oil and gas. Selective car-
veoutsspeak for themselves. Re-
iterated that the knock-on
effects&mutual dependencein
aglobalised market should not
be underestimated,” he said in
his post.

Reaffirming that Indianeeds
“reliable and predictable LPG
supplies for its clean cooking
needs”, Jaishankar said he reit-
erated that India’s national
mission on critical minerals
spans fromexplorationtorecyc-
ling. India has also proposed a
G20 Critical Minerals Circularity
Initiative, he said.

“The G20 must display both
understanding and leadership
to keep energy markets open &
predictable. It must widen ac-
cess to finance and advance
storage, small modular reactors,
green hydrogen and bio fuels,”
hesaid.

the G20 Foreign Ministers”
meeting comes just days after
Rubio visited India on October
20-22. Hisvisitisalsobeingseen
as laying the groundwork for
Prime Minister NarendraModi’s
possible visit to the US for the
G20leaders’summitin mid-De-
cember.

Jaishankar also met his
counterparts from Canada, Aus-
tralia, Germany, Brazil, Mexico,
Argentina and Poland among
others.

In his meeting with his Ca-
nadian counterpart Anita
Anand, the two sides assessed
the "steady growth"inIndia-Ca-
nada cooperation and agreed
that Modi's visit to Canada in
December will be another
"building block" in their "ambi-
tious relationship".

From Atlanta, Jaishankar
will travel to Antigua & Barbuda
to attend the CHOGM (Com-
monwealth Heads of Govern-
mentMeeting) from November
1to4. Hisvisitsare partof Delhi’s
engagement with multilateral
groupings, with an opportunity
to have bilateral engagements.

Delhi’s anti-pollution
curbs begin today

that ensuring effective imple-
mentation of the restrictions
through the winter would pres-
entaformidable challenge.

Enforcement would be car-
ried out by joint teams of the
Traffic Police and Transport
Department of the Delhi gov-
ernment, with support from
local police at key locations, the
officers said. Border checks will
use automatic number plate
recognition (ANPR) and radio
frequency identification (RFID)
technology, they said.

More than 60% — 30.65
lakh — of the 48 lakh pre-BS-VI
vehicles are registered in the
NCR districts of Haryana, in-
cluding Gurugram, Faridabad,
Rohtak, Sonipat, Jhajjar, Nuh,
Rewari, and Palwal.

Smaller numbers of these
older vehicles are registered in
the NCR districts of UPsuch as
Gautam Budh Nagar and Gha-
ziabad (11.8 lakh), and Rajas-
than (5.6 lakh).

Across the region, two-
wheelers make up the largest
chunk of these older

inventoryidentified industries
asthelargest source of particu-
late pollution, accounting for
44% of PM2.5 and 41% of PM10.
‘Amongvehicular sources, two-
wheelers were the largest con-
tributors to PM2.5 (31%) and
carbon monoxide (51%). Buses
contributed the largest share of
vehicular nitrogen oxide
emissions, at 34%.

An earlier emissions inven-
tory prepared by IIT-Kanpur,
Dbased on data collected in 2013-
14 and submitted to the Delhi
governmentin 2016, had ident-
ified trucks as the largest con-
tributors to vehicular PM2.5
and PM10 emissions, account-
ing foraround 46% of each, fol-
lowed by two-wheelers at
around 33%.

Buses wereidentified asthe
largest contributorsto nitrogen
oxides, while two-wheelers
contributed the most tocarbon
monoxide emissions.

A separate study by TERI
and the Automotive Research
Association of India, based on
monitoringand i -

numbering around 36.5 lakh.
Carsand cabstotal 7.26 lakh ve-
hicles, or 15% of the active pre-
BS-VIstock. Goods vehicles,
buses, and tractors together
numberabout2.9lakh, or 6% of
thetotal.

In the heavier segments,
diesel is the norm: 81% of goods
vehicles, 70% of buses, and 93%
of tractors and farm vehicles
run on diesel, which is more
polluting than petrol as a fuel.

Transport-related pollution
has been the dominant con-
tributor to air pollution in the
capital, according to the Deci-
sion Support System (DSS), a
numerical model-based frame-
work developed by the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorol-
ogy (IITM), Pune. The average
contribution of transport-re-
lated pollution to Delhi’s air
pollution in the winter months
is estimated at 15-20%.

The traffic load on Delhi is
enormous. Around 16,900
heavy-duty trucks enter the

ployment. the department attempted to | capital daily, more than half of
The report further alleges ~ suppressthematter,andthatthe | which arrive at four primary
thatanursingstaffmemberwho  women  were  allegedly | entry points, a joint study by
i larelationshipwitha ith their | IIT-Delhi and The Energy and
colleague from a different faith failurein theirexam- Institute (TERI) re-
was subjected to physicaland  inations. ported earlier this year.

mental harassment and press-
ured toconvert.

The STF report also alleges
that a 50-year-old employee of
another department, who be-
longs to the minority commu-
nity, harassed and stalked a 25-
year-old woman working there
asacontractual computer oper-
ator,and allegedly pressured her
to convert and marry him.

Accordingtothereport, after
the woman complained to the
head of the department, a com-
nmittee was constituted, but no
action was allegedly taken
against the employee. Instead,
the report claims, her contract
was terminated, leaving her
withoutajob.

According to the report, a
resident doctor in another de-

According to the report, the
family of a woman who had
complained of alleged coercion
to convert said the department
head described herasa “psycho-
path”and defended the accused
doctor. This allegedly left the
family feeling defensive and
pressured to consider acompro-
mise, the report claims.

Thereport further accusesan
additional professor, who had
been given the additional re-
sponsibility of approving resi-
dentdoctors’ leave applications
by the HOD, of bias. The report
alleges that residents seeking
leave to celebrate festivals such
asChhath Pujaortoattend their
grandparents’ funerals faced in-
sensitive remarks, while those
from the minority community

partmentallegedlydrewtwofel-  were granted leave to attend
lo i doctorsinto  prayers, i other per-
relationships and blackmailed  sonal engagements.

‘While these trucks repre-
sent only a fraction of the total
vehicles on Delhi’s roads, they
generate 61% of all transport-re-
lated PM2.5 emissions between
the hours of 10 pm and 7 am,
the study reported.

Adraftemissions inventory
for 2021 prepared by TERI esti-
‘mated that vehicles accounted
foraround 47% of Delhi’s PM2.5
emissions, 78% of nitrogen
oxide emissions, and 49% of
non-methane volatile organic
compounds.

Two-wheelers were ident-
ified as the largest vehicular
source of PM2.5, PM10, sulphur
dioxide, and carbon monoxide
emissions. Buses were the big-
gest source of nitrogen oxides,
while three-wheelers con-
tributed the most volatile or-
ganic compounds.

For the NCR as awhole, the

ried out in 2016-17, estimated
that the transport sector con-
tributed 28% of Delhi’s winter
PM2.5 concentrations.

This study also found that
vehicles manufactured before
BS-IV standards came into
force had a higher contribution
to particulate matter concen-
trations than vehicles that com-
plied with BS-IV norms.

Traffic Police officers said
coordination and cooperation
among neighbouring districts
will be crucial to the effective
implementation of the restric-
tions, particularly in prevent-
ing pre-BS-VIvehicles fromen-
tering Delhi. Senior Delhi
Traffic Police officers have had
several meetings with their
counterparts in neighbouring
districts to discuss this issue.

There are 23 entry points to
Delhi, and officials estimated
that more than121akh vehicles
enter the capital every day.
Once a vehicle manages to
enterthe city orgetonaflyover
leading into Delhi, itis difficult
to turn it around, the officers
said.

“Itis virtually impossible to
ensure that every vehicle is
turned around and sent back
without causing massive traffic
congestion. Given the available
manpower, it is also not poss-
ible to deploy personnel to
monitor every vehicle that
enters the city,” an officer said.

Fines for violations can
range from Rs 20,000 to up to
Rs 40,000. Traffic Police of-
ficers said challans issued by
the Traffic Police donot always
carry the same penalties as the
ones that are issued by the En-
forcement Wing of the Delhi
Transport Department.

Challans will also be issued
if traffic surveillance cameras
catch non-compliant vehicles
onthecity’sroads, officers said.
They underlined that cooper-
ation from the public would be
critical to ensure the success of
these measures. “Pollution is a
problem for everyone,” an of-
ficer said.
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No fire clearance, exits at
shoe factory whereblaze

killed 4 blocked; 2 arrested

‘Stayed for another shift to
earn more...: Grieving kin

The fire broke out at the factory
on Friday night. amiTMEHRA

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, October 31

NO FIRE clearance certificate,
inadequate ventilation
measures, and blocked escape
routes, including the staircase
to terrace, were among the al-
leged violations observed after
a fire broke out at a factory in
Northwest Delhi’s Mangolpuri
Industrial Area Phase-1 on Fri-
day, leadingto four deaths, said
officials.

Around 9:30 pm, Vikas, 22,
a worker, was having dinner
‘with his colleagues on the first
floor of the shoe factory. When
theblaze broke outaround 9:32
pminthebasement, theyalleg-
edly realised that the main exit
of the four-storey building was
locked and ran in panic towards
theterrace, tryingto escape the
blinding smoke. Even as the
building, which had been alleg-
edly operational for nearly 30
years, has four gates, all of them
were allegedly locked — with
iron sheets placed on top — at
the time of the incident.

“The gate was right there,
but we couldn’t get out. The
guard must have locked the
door and left,” Vikas, who was
admitted to the emergency
ward at Sanjay Gandhi Memor-
ial Hospital on Saturday, told
The Indian Express, adding,
“Wetried everything to escape.
Istuffed cloth inmy mouth and
poured water on it to protect
myself from choking.”

After rescue operations,
Vikas and another factory
worker, Harinder, now ad-
mitted to the ICU of Sanjay
Gandhi Memorial Hospital,
survived. But four of their co-
workers died. The four de-
ceased have been identified as
Ashok (25), Harihar (40), Lal

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, October 31

THE HENNA on Gayatri’s
hands, which she applied for
Karva Chauth, has hardly
faded. Just two days after cel-
ebrating the festival with her
husband, Harihar, 40, she sat
outside the Sanjay Gandhi
Memorial Hospital’s mortuary
on Saturday, crying. Her son,
Ansh, 10, held her hand tightly
every time she would burst in
tears while talking to relatives
and reporters. Her daughter,
Anjali, 13, also sat next to her
while her son, Himanshu, 15,
stood next to his father’s body
lying on astretcher.

Harihar, the family’s sole
breadwinner, had been work-
ingatthe shoe factory in North-
west Delhi’s Mangolpuri for
more than two decades, re-
called Gayatri. His monthly sal-
ary had increased to Rs 35,000
gradually. He often took double
shifts, particularly during the
festive season, to earn extra for
the family.

On Friday, too, Harihar was
workinglate. It was not unusual
for his family. While others at
the factory went out for dinner,
hedialled up home. Himanshu
setoutwiththefood, like hedid
on most days. By the time he
reached the factory, it was 8.55
pm. "He gotangry that the food
had not come earlier. He
wanted his meal on time. He
told his son, ‘Agli baar se time
peaao thoda... (come a little
earlier next time)’,” Gayathri
recollected, adding that she
could not imagine this was the
last conversation the father had
with his son. Harihar was
among four factory workers
who were killed when a huge
fire broke out at the shoe fac-
tory on Friday night.

In her late thirties, Gayatri
now has the responsibility to
look after three children. She
wants those responsible to
be punished. “There should
have been escape routes at the
factory and adequate fire fight-
ing material,” she said in re-
sponsetoasurvivor’sclaimsthat
all gates were locked when the
incident happened.

Lastvideo call
For another victim’s family,

Harihar's daughter Anjali with arelative on Saturday. aviT MeHrA

thelastmoments ofaloved one
were captured in a video call.
Ashok, 25, who hailed from
Phulparasin Bihar, had worked
in the factory for around 14 to
15 years. He earned approxi-
mately Rs 16,000 a month. He
is survived by a pregnant wife,
and two daughters.

According to his uncle,
‘Umesh, Ashokwas speakingto
his wife and playing virtually
with his younger daughter over
a video call around 9.20 pm
minutes before the fire broke
out.Soon after, heinformed his
family that there was a fire and
began looking for a way out.
The call was abruptly cut.

Ashokworked in the dyeing
section. He would often put in
extra hours to earn more,
Umesh said, particularly dur-
ing the peak months.

Overtime was offered twice
ayear, and Ashok would travel
from Bihar to Delhi to work
duringthese periods. August to
December was one such peak
season. He would come to the
Capital, earn what he could and
then return home.

For the family, those
months of extra work were a
‘way to make ends meet.

Now, Ashok’s wife is left to
raise their two daughters while
she prepares for the arrival of a
third child.

‘Onlyworkplace’

For Lal Babu Chauhan, 38,
who hailed from a village in
Uttar Pradesh, the factory was
hisfirstand last workplace, his
sister, Hevanti Devi, said. Liv-
ing alone in a slum in Sultan-

puri, he had been working for
nearly 15 years — he saved his
earnings to send money back
home. “Ihad met himjusta few
days ago. And today, I am
standing at the mortuary to
take his body,” the sister said,
holding back her tears.

Grieving the loss of her
brother, she expressed
anger towards the factory
owner who, she said, had not
come forward to help the
families of the victims.

Prem Chand, 50, another
victim, worked night shifts to
manage finances and pay for
thecancer treatment of his wife
at LNJP Hospital in Delhi.

Aresident of Prem Nagar,
Premchand had been working
atthefactory for10 years where
hewasinvolved inshoe dyeing.
He earned around Rs 14,000 a
month, his family said, and
often took on overtime to sup-
plement his income.

His son, Ramesh Kumar
Jha, said he had received a
call from his father around
8.30 pm.

Premchand told him he
would not be returning home
that night and would instead
‘work extra shifts so the family
could earn more ahead of the
festival. Ramesh had quit his
job recently to care for his
mother during her treatment,
making Premchand the sole
breadwinner.

The family learnt of his
death after a friend called
them. When they arrived at
the hospital, they found
that Premchand had died
of suffocation.

After PHQ protest call, transferred ACP seeks
‘Sampark Sabha’ with top cop, all personnel

SakshiChand &
Mahender Singh Manral
New Delhi, October 31

DAYS AFTER two Delhi Police
officers, including an assistant
commissioner of police, were
transferred followingan indefi-
nite strike by district court law-
yers, police personnel in the
Capital are planning a protest
outside the Delhi Police head-
quarters (PHQ) on Monday
morning. Senior officers are
likely to ask district DCPs and
unit heads to prevent their staff
fromjoiningthe gathering, The
Indian Express haslearnt.

The controversy began on
October 23, when an advocate
allegedlysuffered aserioushead
injury in a scuffle at Shahdara
police station. Lawyers were as-
sured the accused would be ar-
rested, but the next day they
weretold the accused had been
released without action. Ac-
cordingto the lawyers, duringa
meeting with senior police of-
ficers, one of them also waved
his loaded revolver and
threatened them.

District court lawyers then
called an indefinite strike, de-
manding action against the of-
ficers concerned. Earlier this
week, Manasvi Vashistha, ACP
(Gandhi Nagar subdivision),
and Arun Kumar, SHO of
Shahdara police station, were
transferred to the Special Police
Unit for Women and Children.
Following this, the lawyers
called off their strike.

Aquerysenttothe Delhi Po-
lice spokesperson for comment
did not elicit a response.

OnFriday evening, Delhi Po-

' OBITUARY |

Lt. Col (Dr.) Harish Chandra Vyas (Retd)

bereaved family.

Lawyers at the protest earlier this week. AmiTMEHRA

lice Commissioner Anurag
Kumar called a coordination
meeting with representatives of
Bar Council of Delhi. The meet-
ing was also attended by senior
police officers. "It was mutually
agreed to constitute a Joint Co-
ordination Committee and ap-
point nodal officers at district
levels and Police Headquarters
for timely resolution of griev-
ances. The concerned Bar As-
sociation will, as far as practi-
cable, be informed about FIRs
registered against practisingad-
vocates," Delhi Police PRO Ra-

day, Vashistha said, “...the sup-
port I have received from all of
you has made me feel that Tam
notbrokenatall. Instead, Thave
become even stronger.”

“..since weare membersofa
disciplined force, instead of
holding a gathering, we should
have an open discussion with
the Commissioner of Police (CP)
atPHQ,” headded.

He also called for the inter-
action to be made accessible
through video conferencing for
those unable to attend. “We
wanttomeet him (CP)in person

jeev Ranjan said in a
late Saturday.

Following the transfers, a
message began circulating in
Delhi Police WhatsApp groups,
asking personnel to gather out-
sidethe PHQat8amon Novem-
ber 2 to express solidarity with
the two officers and demand
thattheiroriginal postings be re-
stored.

After allegedly initially try-

ingtostopthe mobilisation,sen-

ior officers are likely to ask all
district DCPs and unit heads to
prevent their personnel from
reaching the PHQ on Monday.
Inavideo released on Satur-

30 Oct 2026
Corps

expresses profound grief on the sad demise of
Lt Col (Dr.) Harish Chandra Vyas (Retd). He
will always be remembered for his selfless
and dedicated service to the Corps. We pray
to the Almighty to bless eternal peace to the
departed soul and give strength to the

Maj Gen Tamojeet Biswas
Addl DG AE & HoS (AEC)
and All Ranks of Army Educational Corps

and ask him tt ions... T
request that asmany police per-
sonnel as possible attend, ex-
cept those who are engaged in
essential duties. Everyone else
should join,” he said.

Later in the evening, he
wrote to Kumar, asking that the
planned gathering be con-
verted into a formal interac-
tion. The subject line of the
letter allegedly requested the

organisation of ‘Sampark
Sabha’ on November 2.

The letter asked that the
Sampark Sabha be open to all
Delhi Police personnel, es-
pecially those at subordinate
ranks, with a discussion on the
following agenda. “Detailed dis-
cussionoftheincident thathap-
pened at Shahdara police sta-
tion on October 23 and 24.
Detailed discussion on subse-
quent events especially the ad-
verse orders against Shahdara
police station and myself even
whenall evidence wasinour fa-
vour. Other issues related to
similar eventsthat happenregu-
larly with police personnel es-
pecially in Courts. The future
plan to address the same,” Vas-
histha wrote.

The ACPalso requested that
the Sampark Sabha be broad-
casted through a secured web
link for all Delhi Police person-
nel, adding thatsince the matter
is imperative, it should be ad-
dressed without further delay.

Assimilar protest took place
in 2019, when more than 2,000
police personnel and their
family members gathered out-
side the PHQ following attacks
on policemen by lawyers over a
parking dispute. The protest
ended after senior officers as-
sured them that a review peti-
tion would be filed in court,
medical assistance provided to
the injured and a minimum ex-
gratiaof Rs 25,000 paid to them.
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Babu (38) and Prem Chand (50). /
Expressinggrief, Delhi Chief !

Minister Rekha Gupta stated, /
RAMRAJD

“The loss of lives in the unfor-
tunate fire incident is ex-
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tremely painful. My deepest
condolences are with the be-
reaved families."

On Saturday, the Delhi Po-
lice registered a case of culpable
homicide and arrested two
men in connection with the
incident.
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ation of regulations. Prime
facie, officers said, a short cir-
cuit may have caused fire.
MCD officials have stated
that the area in which the build-
ing is located is administered
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‘Tam an artiste,
bro’: Diljit puts
Punjab & politics
centrestage

at his Delhi show

After pop superstar responds to
Abhijeet Dipke’s criticism, CJP leader
posts asking him to ‘let the matter go’

Suanshu Khurana
New Delhi, October 31

A MAP of Punjab, its outline
etched across the night sky by
synchronised drones, with the
words “Waheguru ji ka Khalsa,
Waheguruji ki Fateh” inscribed
within, flashed above the mass-
ive stage at Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium as Diljit Dosanjh
crooned Main hoon Punjab
from Imtiaz Ali’s Amar Singh
Chamkila.

Amid the pyrotechnics, the
Punjabi global popstar arrived
on the elaborate stage framed
by a towering, volcano-like
structure, its giant centre glow-
ing with what looked like
molten lava. But the spectacle
on Friday night wasn’t just
about the theatre of a typical
Diljit concert.

He screamed “Punjabi aa
gayeoye”, as limbs danced and
hearts pounded, right before
diving into his famed number,
GOAT. Soon enough, Punjab
was centrestage — and its
identity, faith, and history
‘would be the string running
through the evening.

This included the choice of
the date of the much-talked-
about opening concert of the
Aura Tour. The concert was in-
itially scheduled for November

During the performance on
Friday. INSTAGRAM/DILITDOSANJH

the audience onto the stage.

The setlist spanned Do-
sanjh’s career, moving from ex-
plosive Punjabi pop hits like 5
Tara, GOAT, and Patiala peg to
intimate, melodic ballads such
as Ikk kudi. There was also a
tribute to Nusrat Fateh Ali
Khan with Saanso ki mala,
amongothers. The ground was
wet from the rain earlier in the
day, but it could not dampen
the crowd’s enthusiasm.

“I'm an artiste, bro,” Do-
sanjh repeated through the
evening, at one point putting
the words in the sky above the
stadium. The line, said during

1,but 1bytwodays
after Rajya Sabha MP Vikramjit
Singh Sahney appealed to Do-
sanjh toconsider thesentiments
of Sikh families for whom the
date is associated with the 1984
anti-Sikh violence. The singer
agreed, ensuring that the con-
cert would not coincide with
the day of remembrance and
mourning for many.

Dosanjh has often engaged
withtheviolence 0f1984, one of
the most painful chapters in
contemporary Sikh history.
“1984isinour collective subcon-
scious,” he had said in 2022
‘while speaking about his film
Jogi,and wanted the word “riot”
tobe changed to “genocide”.

Friday’s concert had faced
issues regarding permissions,
with Delhi Police initially refus-
ing clearance citing security
concerns. It was also caught in
political crossfire. The AAP al-
leged a bias against the singer,
citing his support for the
farmers’ agitation and his film
on human rights activist Jas-
‘want Singh Khalra; the BJP re-
jected the accusation.

Permission was eventually
granted after the organisers ad-
dressed the security and traffic
concernsraised by police. “Dilli
ka show hona zaroori tha...
kyunkibohot saarelogon kazor
laga tha ki show na ho... Hum
tohkardiyehain,” Dosanjhsaid.

He joked that he had a “di-
rect word with God” over the
phone. “Now Iam here, if any-
one has the courage, let them
come forward and try to stop
it!” he roared.

He also thanked Delhi Po-
lice for their help, and invited a
‘woman CRPF personnel from

an live by Dosanjhin
July, had become a talking
point over the musician’s re-
sponse tothe Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP)’s protests, which
had eventually resulted in the
resignation of Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan.

Asked if he would lend his
support to the CJP’s protest,
Dosanjh had said that he was
an artiste, not a politician. His
response was criticised on so-
cial media, especially because
he had supported the farmers’
agitation earlier.

CJPfounder Abhijeet Dipke
had raised the question of an
artiste’s responsibility to speak
up on issues affecting society.
Mocking Dosanjh, he had said:
“Aana padta hai bro, nahi toh
aapki filmein ban ho jaati
hain... Because everything is
political, bro,” referring to Sat-
1uj, the story of Jaswant Singh
Khalra that was removed a day
after it was released.

OnFriday evening, Dosanjh
said, “Ilove all of you because I
am an artist, bro. I am being
quiet, solet me stay quiet. Isup-
port all of you. But don’t teach
Punjabis how to fight. The film
youare making fun of on stage,
Jaswant Singh Khalra’s film —
we fought for that film for a
longtime.” He did not mention
Dipke or the CJP.

Subsequently, Dipke posted
onInstagramseeking to putthe
matter behind them. He said
Dosanjh’s remarks in June had
hurt him a little only because
he admired the singer. He
ended with, “Chhota bhai sa-
majh kemitti pao(Consider me
your younger brother and let
the matter go)”.

NON-BS-VI PETROL AND DIESEL VEHICLES REGISTERED OUTSIDE DELHI NO LONGER ALLOWED ENTER THE CAPITAL

Gurugram & Noidastepup
border checks ahead of
BS-VI vehicle curbs in Delhi

Delhi saw shallow fog and a night temperature of 16.2 degrees Celsius on Saturday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Sakshi Chand, Abhimanyu
Hazarika & Drishti Jain
New Delhi, Gurugram,
Noida, October 31

'WITHRESTRICTIONS onnon-
BS-VIpetroland diesel vehicles
entering Delhi coming into
force on Sunday, Gurugram
and Noida have deployed
special teams at key border
points to screen vehicles and
regulate their movement.

In Delhi, enforcement will
be carried out by joint teams of
the Traffic Police and Transport
department, withsupport from
the local police. Border checks
will alsouse automatic number
plate recognition (ANPR) and
radio frequency identification
(RFID) technology.

Identifying vehicles thatdo
not meet the prescribed
emission standards could,
however, pose a challenge for
traffic personnel. While some
newer SUVs have distinct de-
signsthat help differentiate BS-
VI models from their BS-IV
counterparts, the same may not
betrue of sedans, said officials.

To address this, the challan
application used by the Delhi
Traffic Police is linked to the
Vahan database, which pro-
vides details of vehicle makes
and models. Officials said this
would help personnel identify
vehicles and determine
whether they comply with the

required emission standards.

The police will also issue
challans through cameras, as it
‘would not be possible to deploy
personnel at every entry point
into the city, said officials.

In Gurugram, the Traffic
Police has deployed special in-
spection teams at five Haryana-
Delhi border routes - Sirhaul
toll, Kapashera, Bajghera, Aya
Nagar and Gwal Pahari - to
screen vehicles headed towards
the Capital.

“Officers stationed at these
checkpoints will verify BS-VI
emission compliance, registra-
tion credentials and valid Pol-
lution Under Control Certifi-
cates (PUCC). The roadside
inspections will focus primarily
on commercial vehicles, inter-
state buses and heavy goods
carriers registered outside
Delhi,” Traffic Police spokes-
person Vikas Soni said.

Therestrictions will remain
in force until January 31, 2027.
Only BS-VI-compliant vehicles,
CNG vehicles and electric ve-
hicles will be permitted entry
into Delhi. Commercial freight
carriers whose destination is
elsewhere have been advised to
use peripheral expressways.

Officials said traffic author-
ities have asked motorists and
transport operators toverify pa-
perwork of their vehicles before
approaching the borders.

In Noida, the Gautam Bud-

dha Nagar Traffic Police said
vehicles registered outside
Delhi, including passenger
buses and trucks, would notbe
allowed toenter the Capitalun-
less they met the prescribed
emission standards.

“Vehicles travelling through
Delhi to other destinations
have been advised to take the
Noida-Greater Noida Express-
way or Yamuna Expressway to
Zero Point, proceed via Pari
Chowk, Kasna and Sirsa, and
use the Eastern Peripheral Ex-
pressway toreach their destina-
tions,” itadded.

A senior police officer said
petrol vehicles more than 15
years old and diesel vehicles
more than 10 years old were al-
ready prohibited from operat-
ing on public roads in Gautam
Buddha Nagar under the exist-
ing Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) protocol. “Drivers
and vehicle owners will be held
responsible,” the officer said.

Anofficer from the Regional
Transport Office said BS-IV ve-
hicles registered in Noida could
operate within the district,
while those registered in Delhi
could operate in the Capital.

“Five of our teams will be
deployed alongside the Noida
Traffic Police at the borders.
BS-1, BS-IT and BS-III vehicles,
classified as end-of-life ve-
hicles, were already being
checked and their movement
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restricted within Gautam Bud-
dhaNagar,” the officer added.
A police officer said round-
the-clock checks will be con-
ducted at five locations - Chilla
border, Delhi-Noida Direct
(DND) Flyway, Kalindi Kunj,
Pari Chowk and Zero Point.

Transporters warn:
Bus fares may rise

by 15-20%, essential
goods supply at risk

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, October 31

BUS FARES could rise by
15-20% and the supply of essen-
tial goods face disruption as
Delhi bars entry to non-BS-VI
petroland diesel vehicles regis-
tered outside the Capital from
Sunday under its Winter Action
Plan, transporters warned,
while maintaining that the re-
strictions could cause financial
losses and push up transporta-
tion costs.

Gurmeet Singh, owner of
Highway Travels, said on Satur-
day that unlike previous years,
buses with tourist permits
would not be exempt from the
restrictions. “This ban will lead
to enormous losses for us, as
these three months are the
tourist season. Many foreign
tourists alsovisit different cities

¢ Industries cautioned

INDUSTRIAL UNITS in Delhi-
NCR that come under 17 highly
polluting categories, which have
notinstalled air pollution control
devices or placed orders for
them, will face closure or receive
showcause notices, the Central
Pollution Control Board said.

IN AN October 30 order, the envi-
ronmental watchdog directed the
pollution control boards of
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan and Delhi to act against
the non-compliant units to meet
PM emission norms set by the
CAQMin Delhi-NCR.

THEACTION comes ahead of
winter when industrial emissions
contribute significantly to air pol-
lutionin Delhi-NCR.

of North India,” said Singh, who
operates 450 buses. Around 50
of his buses will be unable to
enter Delhi.

Anil Dixit, owner of Noida-
based Skyline Motors, said the
restrictions come during the
festive season, when people
travel to their hometowns or
visitrelativesin other cities. “Al-
most everyone takes these
buses on loans. How are we
supposed to pay EMIs when
these buses cannot ply for the
three months when the earn-
ings were supposed to be maxi-
mum?” he asked.

Accordingtobusoperators,
asthenumber of buses that can
travel toand from Delhi will re-
duce, it could push up ticket
prices by 15-20%. “During this
time of the year, all the buses
used to run full and seats are
difficult to find because of the
festive rush. There will be a se-
vere shortage this time,” a fleet
owner said.

While larger private oper-
atorsand state-run busservices
may be able to shift older ve-
hicles to routes outside Delhi,
smaller operators are likely to
bearthebrunt. “We will haveto
arrange tempo travellers or
other modes of transport for
passengers to reach the drop-
off site from the border. Auto
and cab drivers will benefit
from this,” Singh said.

Around 2.5 lakh goods car-
riers could be affected by the re-

strictions, according to the All
India Motor Transport Con-
gress (AIMTC).

Gunjeet Singh, owner of
Sangha Freight, operatesaround
50 trucks, 35 of which are BS-TV
vehicles purchased between
2018and 2020. "Dueto these re-
strictions, I have been trying to
sell them. I can't keep them sit-
tingidle, asthat will meanlosses
for me. But even their resale
value has fallen from Rs 15 lakh
toRs9lakh,"headded.

Transporters also warned
that restrictions could disrupt
the movement of perishable
goods, a large share of which
reaches Delhi by road from
across the country. Disruption
in the movement of these
goods could delay supplies to
wholesale markets such as
Azadpur and Ghazipur, in-
crease transportation costs and
eventually push up prices for
consumers, they added.

Harish Sabharwal, AIMTC
president, said the transportin-
dustry was already grappling
with rising operational costs,
taxes and toll charges. “A
sudden restriction on vehicle
operations for three months
would severely affect their
earnings, while loan instal-
ments, insurance premiums,
other financial liabilities and
household expenses would
continue,” he said.

Farm fires, weather, Diwali: Factors behind CAQM curbs

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, October 31

THE ORDER by the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Manage-
ment(CAQM)in National Capi-
tal Region and Adjoining Areas
for a15-day ban on dust-gener-
ating demolition and outdoor
construction activities and a
50% work-from-home man-
date in Delhi and five NCR dis-
tricts is perhaps the first time
that such a measure has been
adopted outside the scope of
the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP). While emergency
measures under GRAP are en-
forced based on deterioration
of air and forecast for poor air
quality, usually following the
onset of winter, the fresh curbs
have been cited explicitly as
“precautionary” and “anticipa-
| tory” measures.

The CAQM order was issued
two days before Delhi’s 10-
point winter pollution plan
Kkicks off on Sunday, which en-
forces curbs on entry of ve-
hicles, dust control, fuel dis-
pensing, staggered office
timings, higher parking fees,
and construction curbs.

The latest curbs have been
issued under Section 12 of the
CAQM Act, 2021, which em-
powers the watchdog to take
such measuresand issue direc-
tions as it considers necessary
orexpedient for protectingand
improving the quality of air in
NCR and adjoining areas.

Officials aware of develop-
mentsexplained that following
assessment of multiple factors,
ranging from meteorological
factors, paddy harvest progress
in Punjab and Haryana, and
historical peak data, pre-emp-

Commuters walk past a field amid fog in Gurugram on Saturday. e1i

tive curbs were announced for
sectors where pollution sources
could be controlled easily.

It is expected that air
quality across the region will
gradually worsen through the
coming week.

After the respite of a rare

“Satisfactory” air quality

sidered before Friday’s order
were a gradual turn towards
unfavourable meteorological
conditions, the upcoming Di-
wali festival and pollution from
firecrackers, and paddy stubble
burning during the remainder
of the harvest season.

So far, around 55-60 %
paddy harvesting in Punjab
and 50% in Haryana has been
completed, officials said, and
efforts are underway to ensure
farmers get the right ma-
chinery and help to manage
paddy stubble disposal.

“For the first time, we have

tried such pre-emptive

index (AQI) late October, actions. The Chief Secre-
driven chiefly by rain, taries across states would
the AQIworsened on Sat- have to coordinate with
urday to ‘Moderate’. By municipal commis-

November 2, it is ex-
pected to turn ‘Poor’.
Among the factors con-

sioners and district
magistrates to enforce the con-
struction ban and work from

home mandate,” a CAQM
official said.

This October, Delhi-NCR
has experienced better air
quality than last year during
the same month, largely due
to favourable meteorological
conditions.

With an AQI of 60, Friday
was the cleanest October air
day since October 10, 2022 just
a day after the Capital saw a
‘Poor’ air day, The Indian Ex-
press reported on Saturday.

With an AQI of 230, the
Capital recorded the worst
‘air’ day on October 23 in the
“Poor’ category.

The AQI has not worsened
to ‘Very Poor’ or ‘Severe’
through the month. In com-
parison, last October, the worst
air quality was recorded on Oc-
tober 30, 2025, when AQI was
373 inthe ‘Severe’ category.

© CODEYOGI FOUNDER PRASHANT CHAUDHARY WINS ROHINI NAYYAR PRIZE

A teacher’s faith in a struggling Chlld astudent’s vow to create a million learners

Reva Thakkar
New. Delhi, October 31

IN CLASS 4, Prashant Chaud-
hary was failing almost every
subject except Hindi. Having
moved from a Hindi-medium
school to an English-medium
one in his village Bhagwanpur
near Meerut, he struggled to
follow lessons. The textbooks
‘were in English, while teachers,
not very proficient in the lan-
guage, often explained themin
Hindi. He expected to repeat
theyear.

Then his science teacher,
MitaSingh, began bringing Cof-
fee Bite candies to class and
asking questionssuited toeach
student’s ability. Gradually,
Chaudhary became one of the

most active students in the
classroom. During the finalles-
son on levers, she repeatedly
turned to him whenever the
others could notanswer a ques-
tion. At the end, she an-
nounced that there was only
one scientist in the class.

Nearly three decades later,
Chaudhary (39), on Saturday
won the fifth Rohini Nayyar
Prize for Outstanding Con-
tribution to Rural Develop-
mentby apersonunder40. The
prize honours Dr Rohini
Nayyar, one of India's foremost
economist-administrators re-
sponsible for designing
MGNREGA. She had passed
away in 2021.

Chaudhary's  CodeYogi
Foundation has taught tech-

nology and artificial intelli-
gence (AI) skills to more than
3.5 lakh students across nine
states and 120 districts. The
award, carrying a cash prize of
Rs 10 lakh, was presented by
Amitabh Kant, former CEO of
NITI Aayog and India’s G20
Sherpa, in New Delhi. Chaud-
hary plans to donate the prize
money to the foundation.

“I wanted to be like Mita
Singh,” hesays. “To help others
the way she helped me.”

CodeYogi’s model does not
depend on computers, labora-
tories, English proficiency or
trained teachers. Its courses run
on family smartphonesand are
available in Indian languages.

Chaudhary’s own journey
outof hisvillage began when he

Prashant Chaudhary in New

Delhi on Saturday.

spotted a reference to IIT in
DainikJagranwhilein Class11.
He went on to become the first
person from hisvillage toenter
1IT Delhi, graduating in 2010.
At his first software job, a
colleague who had dropped out
of a BA course and taught him-
self coding changed Chaud-
hary’s thinking. “You don’t ac-
tually need to go to IIT or hold
aformal degree if you build the
right practical skills,” he says.
In 2012, Chaudhary began
training cousins and friends be-
foretaking hislessonstoanen-
gineering college in Ghaziabad,
teaching iOS development.
He founded DevsLane, a
software services company, in
2016 He hired his students and

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

grewto $2 million

inannual revenue. Initially, the
foundation ransix-month train-
ing programmes for batches of
around 1,000students, many of
them former mechanics,
welders and plumbers. More
than 80% of those completing
the courses secured jobs paying
Rs 6-8lakh annually.

Chaudhary exited in 2020,
handing the company to two
students, and used the proceeds
tobuild CodeYogi. Last October,
he registered it as a non-profit
company. But computer labora-
tories proved a major obstacle,
with broken machines and un-
reliable electricity.

CodeYogi's turning point
came in2023.

Apilotwith16,500 students
at Dewas in Madhya Pradesh

proved students could learn on
theirsmartphonesinstead. The
model expanded to 3.5 lakh
learners in 2024. Late last year,
as generative Al began chang-
ingsoftware development, Co-
deYogi retired its pure coding
course for a 30-day applied Al
fluency programme. Since
then, more than one lakh stu-
dents have registered. Among
the students, 48.6% are gitls,
while 95% rely exclusively on
smartphones.

Chaudhary is careful about
Al's limitations. CodeYogi
covers basic Al literacy and al-
gorithmic bias, while warning
students against over-reliance.
“Al must serve as an assistant
rather than a substitute for
genuine cognitivelearning,” he

says. He cites Ankit, a Class 12
biology student from Dewas
with no coding background, as
anexample of the talent waiting
tobediscovered. Afterlearning
to code through CodeYogi,
Ankitidentified flaws in its edi-
tor, built a better version. Co-
deYogi hired him and incorpor-
ated hiswork into its platform.
For him, the ambition to
reach a million learners by
Marchis rooted in the interven-
tionofateacherwhoonce made
astruggling fourth-grader be-
lieve he could be ascientist. It is
why CodeYogi now starts in
Class 9 — 59% of its top-per-
forming students who landed
high-paying jobs had no Maths
background. Thetrickistoreach
them early, says Chaudhary.
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25 years of JAN SEVA by PM Narendra Modi Ji

The Classroom of 2047:

Is Indian Education Ready for Its Next Great Leap?

welve years ago, a smart classroom
meant a projector, a computer and
perhaps a particularly technology-
loving teacher. Today, artificial intel-
ligence explains scientific theories, solves
equations and writes essays in seconds.
Knowledge has never been more accessible.

Yet | often wonder whether this extraordi-
nary technological advancement has been
matched by equally meaningful progress in
the way we educate our children.

Are we preparing students for to-
morrow's technologies, or merely
teaching them to operate today’s?

Over the last twelve years, India’s educa-
tional outlook has evolved significantly, mov-
ing beyond traditional measures of achieve-
ment towards a broader understanding of
learning. Under Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, initiatives including Digital
India, the National Education Policy 2020,
DIKSHA and PM SHRI Schools have advanced
an educational vision embracing skills, innova-
tion, technology and experiential learning.

As we reflect upon the Prime Minister's 25
years of public service, perhaps the most con-
sequential change is the recognition that edu-
cation must prepare India not merely for em-
ployment, but for leadership in a changing
world. Institutions must translate that vision
into meaningful experiences.

I began teaching at fifteen. Education is an
unusual profession: the longer one teaches,
the more one realises how much remains to
be learnt. Children are naturally curious. Of-
ten, our educational systems become less cu-
rious with age.

Perhaps the greatest transformation re-
quired s philosophical, not technological. We
must move from asking what a child knows
to what a child can discover, create and con-
tribute.

This philosophy guides Macro Vision Acad-
emy in Burhanpur. We have never considered
geography a limitation upon ambition, nor
believed innovation must emerge from met-
ropolitan centres before reaching smaller
cities.

Indeed, some of the most interesting educa-

MACRO

VISION ACADEMY

tional conversations are taking place far from
traditional centres. Our Chronosphere inno-
vation hub exemplifies this belief. Across ap-
proximately 18,000 square feet, 450 iMacs
and twelve specialised laboratories introduce
students to artificial intelligence, robotics, ma-
chine learning, programming, animation, data
science and entrepreneurship.

From Class VI, students learn program-
ming, develop applications, experiment with
technology and approach real-world chal-
lenges through practical solutions rather than
theoretical exposure alone.

In October 2025, 750 students participated
in record-setting Python programming exer-
cises. The achievement was encouraging, but
more satisfying was their confidence with
technologies many adults are still trying to
understand.

Increasingly, educators from major-city
schools visit Burhanpur to observe these devel-
opments. | welcome that curiosity. Education
advances when institutions learn from one
another; innovation belongs to no particular
school or city.

The lesson is that geography need not dic-
tate educational leadership. Institutions that
experiment, invest thoughtfully and trust stu-
dents can shape the national conversation.

I sometimes remark that buying computers
is the easiest part of developing a technology
laboratory. Encouraging children to think be-
yond what those computers already know is
harder.

Al'makes this distinction crucial. It can per-
sonalise learning, identify difficulties, improve
access to content and help teachers support
individual students. But its use must rest on
reasoning, ethics, originality and responsibility.

We must ensure children do not become so
proficient at obtaining answers that they lose
the patience to discover them.

This brings me to what | consider one of In-

(A nation is in good hands when its children
are encouraged to raise theirs. Welcome
questions, nurture curiosity, raise good
humans and they shall raise a great nation.”
ANAND PRAKASH CHOUKSEY, Founder & Chairman, Macro Vision

Academy, Burhanpur

portunity.

Regardless of geography or income, every
child deserves meaningful science education,
dlgltal literacy, competent teaching, physical

I creative ion and en-

a place where teachers have every answer

and students are expected to have none.
When | imagine the classroom of 2047, | do

not slmply see more screens, sophisticated

couragement to think independently.

Institutional evaluation also needs clearer
standards. Infrastructure, examination results
and enrolment figures tell only part of the
story.

How well does a school develop problem-
solving abilities? Can its students communi-
cate confidently, collaborate, exercise judge-
ment and apply knowledge beyond
examinations?

These questions belong in educational as-
sessment.

The National Education Policy 2020 and
competency-based evaluation offer a founda-
tion. We now need consistent implementa-
tion, measurable accountability and continu-
ous teacher development.

We cannot expect teachers to prepare stu-
dents for 2047 without preparing teachers for
the world already emerging.

Academic rigour must remain central. At
Macro Vision Academy, JEE and NEET prepara-
tion forms an important part of our ecosys-
tem. Strong results and conceptual clarity
matter enormously.

But education cannot end where an exam-
ination begins.

A child's intelligence may emerge through
mathematics, science, art, leadership or an
unusual understanding of people. Schools
must recognise these different forms of po-
tential. That is why sports, music, art, practical
life skills and character development remain
integral to our approach.

One of my most cherished experiences is
our Darbaar, where students question me
freely, often moving beyond academics into
society and life’s uncertainties.

dia's most important unfinished reforms:
standardising educational quality without
standardising children themselves.

India’s diverse educational landscape still
suffers disparities in qualified teachers, labora-

« /25 Years of /
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tories, technology, creative opportunities and
institutional support.

Standardisation should not create identi-
cal schools or demand identical outcomes. It
should establish a common standard of op-

Once, a student asked me about the mean-
ing of meaning itself.

Children occasionally ask questions for
which even a lifetime of experience has not
prepared me. That is precisely why | value
these conversations. A school should never be

or d teaching systems.
Those are instruments, not the purpose of ed-
ucation.

I'see technology strengthening human po-
tential, teachers becoming more effective
mentors and students investigating the world
rather than merely memorising explanations.

| see learning connected to practical chal-
lenges: sustainable agriculture, environmental
conservation, healthcare, entrepreneurship
and technological innovation.

Above all, | see institutional quality mea-
sured by opportunities created and minds nur-
tured, rather than the prominence of an ad-
dress.

At Macro Vision Academy, we explore this
future through experimentation. Our progress
is substantial, butinnovation has no finishing
line. Each advance brings another responsi-
bility to learn.

The best educational exchanges happen in
person. Our Burhanpur campus welcomes ed-
ucators, institutional leaders and curious ob-
servers to engage with our students, teachers
and ideas. Constructive scrutiny matters as
much as appreciation.

India’s aspiration to become Viksit Bharat
by 2047 requires more than economic devel-
opment and technological advancement. It re-
quires a generation capable of independent
thought, responsible action and solutions to
challenges we may not yet understand.

The classroom of 2047 will not suddenly
emerge in 2047. Its foundations are being laid
today, through educators’ decisions, the insti-
tutions we build and the confidence we place
inour children.

The next great educational revolution may
not come from where we expect it. But it will
come from institutions that refuse to wait for
the future before building it.

And perhaps education’s finest achieve-
ment will be the day our students begin asking
questions even artificial intelligence cannot
answer.

Macro
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Quadbuilding reliable, open supply chains
and securing critical minerals, says Rubio

US commits to $10 mn for infra in India,
ASEAN nations for critical minerals

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, October 31

LAYING OUT key markers for a
coalition against China’s assert-
iveness in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion and in an attempt to as-
suage concerns over Donald
Trump administration’s com-
mitment towards the Quad gro-
uping, US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said that the US,
India, Japan and Australia are
building “reliable and opensup-
ply chains”, supporting “next-
generation technologies”, in-
creasing “maritime
cooperation”, and securing
“critical minerals”.

Quad Foreign Ministers met
forthethird timein less than six
months, after the gathering in
New Delhiin Mayand in Manila
inJuly.

Rubio met External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, Japan’s
Foreign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi and Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong on the
sidelines of the G20 Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Atlanta.

Afterthemeeting, Rubiosaid
he discussed “the real progress
we have made in turning our
shared priorities into real bene-
fits for the Indo-Pacific”.

“As our nations continue
building reliable and open
supply chains, supporting next-
generation technologies, in-
creasing maritime cooperation,
and securing critical minerals,
the United States, Australia,

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, Japan’s Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi and Australia’s
Foreign Minister Penny Wong in Atlanta, Saturday. ap

meeting in 6

ministerial
! Lots of ongoing work

India, and Japan are delivering ~ onjointinitiatives.
resultsforourpeopleand thena- Ajoint statement read, “The
tionsintheregion,” hesaid ‘Quad mini: the
‘USambassadortoIndia,Ser-  importance of economic secur-
gio Gor said, “The third QUAD ity in maintaining global stabil-

NVS-03launch
successful, will
strengthen India’s
navigation system

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, October 31

LIFTING OFF past midnight on
Friday, ISRO’s GSLV-F18 (Geo-
synchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle) rocket placed the NVS-
03 satellite into orbit, restoring
critical positioning and timing
services for India’s Navigation
with Indian Constellation
(NavIC) network.

“This mission was accom-
plished with the least turn-
around time of just 56 days be-
tween successive GSLV
missions. Last month, on Sep-
tember4, i the

{f/a,\ -

iSRO Chairman V Narayanan

intended orbitand leavingitun-
ableto provide positioningdata.
The ISRO Chairman stated
that launching the fourth oper-
ational satellite into the NavIC
ion has restored the

GSLV-17/E0S-05  mission.
Today, all the vehicle systems
have performed as predicted
and as expected,” said ISRO
Chairperson V Narayanan.

Hesaid that this was an im-
portant component of the ‘One
Nation, One Time’ project.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the ISRO
scientists. He said, “This
mission marks an important
step in strengthening NavIC,
ourindigenous satellite naviga-
tion system. Equipped withen-
hanced capabilities, NVS-03
will further our pursuit of self-
reliance in critical technologies
and support navigation ser-
vices that benefit our people.”

Over the next week, the
spacecraft will execute aseries of
manoeuvres to transition from
its elliptical orbit to its targeted
high, circular orbit. This was the
exactstage where NVS-02 failed
last January, failing to reach its

minimum configuration
needed for location data. The
system had lost positioning ca-
pabilities due to satellite retire-
ments, atomic clock malfunc-
tions, and launch failures.

NavIC — operational name
forthe Indian Regional Naviga-
tion Satellite System (IRNSS) —
isaseven-satellite constellation
inthe Indian subcontinentand
1,500 km around it. It is a re-
gional satellite-based naviga-
tion system like America’s Glo-
bal Positioning System.

The system, when func-
tional, can provide better cover-
age over the Indian landmass
compared toGPS, whosesignals
arereceived in India at an angle
that makes it difficult to access
in certain areas, like valleys and
forests. The ISRO chairmanalso
said that the mission was signifi-
cantconsidering that 80% of the
contribution for the vehicle
came from the Indian industry.

ity and prosperity. They reiter-
ated theircommitment tobuild-
ing reliable and open global
supply chains and trusted and
resilientinfrastructure. They ex-
pressed grave concerns regard-
ing economic coercion, includ-

ing through arbitrary export re-
strictions, as well asnon-market
policies ... that result in overca-
pacity to disrupt global supply
chainsin critical industries.”
“Recognising the impor-
tanceofcritical sealanes, theun-
interrupted flow of commerce,
energy security, and the unhin-
dered passage and safety of
maritime crews and vessels
‘without the imposition of tolls,
they reiterated the absolute
necessity toprotectand preserve
navigational rights and free-
doms in the Strait of Hormuz,
theRedSea, and the Babel-Man-
debStraitinaccordancewithin-
ternational law as reflected in
UNCLOS,”itsaid.
Theywelcomed the US com-
mitment to provide $10 million
to promote infrastructure and
facilities in India and ASEAN
countries that recover critical
minerals fromwaste. “The Quad
ministers highlighted the im-
portanceof Aland initiativeslike
Pax Silica to the future of econ-
omicgrowthand

intent to provide over $85 mil-
lion of technical and financial as-
sistance,” it said.

The Quad ministers also ex-
pressed their “deep concern
aboutthe proliferation of online
and cyber scams that pose a
threat to national and interna-
tional peace and security...The
Quad countries are committed
todismantlingthese operations
and holding transnational
criminal groups and their
leadersaccountable.”

Onsupportingenergy secur-
ity in the Indo-Pacific, it said that
the Quad convened the first-ever
Quad Fuel Security Forum in
September and discussed “our
commitment to advancing fuel
security in the Indo-Pacific, in-
cluding by strengthening their
respective strategic petroleum
reserves and stockholdings”.

On advancing commercial
diplomacy, itsaid the Quad min-
isters announced the first-ever
Quad Business Leaders’ Forum
to foster greater ties across our

1their

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah and journalist Nidhi Razdan pose for photographs as
they announce their marriage. pi

‘It's done bro: Omar Abdullah,
Nidhi Razdan announce wedding

Express News Service
Srinagar, October 31

JAMMU AND Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on Sat-
urday announced his wedding
tojournalist Nidhi Razdan.

“A new journey began yes-
terday,” the 56-year-old Omar
saidinapostonX, tagging Raz-
dan and sharing four photos
from the private wedding func-
tion.

Sharing the same pictures,
Razdan posted. “Itisdonebro.”

Razdan, a Kashmiri Pandit

originally from central Kash-
mir’s Budgam, is a senior jour-
nalist and television anchor
who worked with NDTV for
more than two decades, event-
ually rising to executive direc-
tor. She is the daughter of MK
Razdan, the former editor-in-
chief of the Press Trust of India
(PTI), India’s largest news
agency.

The wedding took place
three months after the Su-
preme Court said it would dis-
solve the marriage between
Omar and his former wife Payal

Singh.

The court made the deci-
sion after Omar and Payal told
it they had mutually agreed to
end their relationship.

Omar and Payal got married
in1994 after they metat Delhi's
The Oberoi hotel, where they
‘were working. They have two
sons, Zahir and Zamir.

In 2011, Omar announced
that they had separated, and a
divorce case remained pending
before the court for several
‘yearsbefore the Supreme Court
dissolved the marriage.

publicand pri ors.

‘PUBLIC IMPEACHMENT’ OF CEC
Keep Rahul as your
mock PM for life: BJP’s
swipe at INDIA bloc

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, October 31

‘THE BJP on Saturday accused
the INDIA bloc of making a
“mockery” of Parliament and
democracy after the grouping
held a symbolic “public im-
peachment” of CEC Gyanesh
Kumar, and said that the Con-
gresswill notsucceed no matter
howmuchit triesto “launch”its
leader Rahul Gandhi.

“Go ahead and hold your
mock parliament or take out
your marches; the world has al-
ready understood that Rahul
Gandhi simply lacks the fuel.
This ‘satellite’ is never going to
launch,” BJPspokesperson Sam-
bit Patra said at a press confer-
ence at the BJP headquarters.

Terming Congress’s allega-
tionsof “votechori”a“lie”, heal-
leged that “it was Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehruwhobecame PMby
‘vote chori’. He stole Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel’s vote and be-

' EXPRESS special

came PM.” The INDIA bloc was
“making a mockery of democ-
racy by holding a mock parlia-
ment today”, Patra said.

“... please, do not dismantle
this mock parliament you have
created. Justseat Rahul Gandhi
on the treasury benches... Keep
him as your ‘mock Prime Min-
ister” for life; we have absolutely
noobjection,” Patrasaid.

Describing the Opposition’s
mock parliament as a “drama”,
Patra rejected the opposition’s
charge of changesin Form6,and
accused Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge of lying on
theissue.

“Onlyadeclaration hasbeen
added with Form 6. No one’s
vote has been stolen... The SIR
exercise is not yet complete.
Those who were absent are
being added. Those 6 crore
voters, who have shifted (from
their previous address), will also
be added once they complete
the process,” Patrasaid.

Why J&K Cabinet expansion
has triggered revolt within NC

Unfulfilled
poll promises,
sidelining of senior
leaders have ruffled
feathers in party

Bashaarat Masood
Srinagar, October 31

THE MEETING of 18 aggrieved
National Conference legislators
in Srinagar on Friday has ex-
posed the latest fault lines
within the party leadership
over the Cabinet expansion,
with the leaders signalling that
theywere “unwilling” toaccept
the party’s decision.

This comes days after four
new ministers were inducted
into the Cabinet. According to
legislators, even before the
cabinet expansion, individual
outbursts and murmurs of dis-
content within the National
Conference had already begun
surfacing. But the cabinet ex-
pansion brought this discon-
tenttoahead, triggering an or-
ganised pushback in the form
of the meeting at the residence
of a party MLA in Srinagar.

“It (cabinet expansion) was
never going to be an easy deci-
sion. Discontent had been sim-
mering since the government
was formed in 2024 as some
senior leaders felt sidelined.
There was a feeling that people
closetothe chiefminister were
getting preference,” said a Na-
tional Conference legislator.
“With limited cabinet berths,
the discontent was expected.
Butwhat hasangered everyone

is the arbitrariness of the deci-
sion. Once again, the senior
leaders, who have remained
loyal tothe party through thick
and thin, have been left out.”

‘While choosing a Cabinet
‘was always going to be a diffi-
cultexercise for Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, particularly
with more contenders than
available berths, his election
promises further complicated
the task.

During an election rally in
Tangmarg, the CM had urged
voters to give a decisive victory
to party candidate Farooq
Ahmad Shah, saying: “The
bigger the victory margin, the
bigger the portfolio.”

At an election rally in So-
pore, Omar made a similar
pitch for National Conference
(NC) candidate Irshad Rasool
Kar. “If Trshad Kar sahib secures
the biggest victory margin in
the Baramulla district, he will
be made minister in the next
government,” Omar told the
rally. At Rajpora in Pulwama,
he gave a similar assurance
while campaigning for NC can-
didate Ghulam Mohidin Mir.

In all three constituencies,
the NC candidates were first-
time legislators, with Omar’s
public assurances raising their
expectations.

“What was the need to
promise a cabinet berth for
everyone when he (Omar)
knew that he could induct only
nine ministers,” said a party
legislator from South Kashmir.

The legislators who met on
Friday have several demands.
These include dropping min-
isters who have been in the
Cabinet for the past two years,

fulfilling promises made to
legislators and the public, and
addressing grievances against
two senior party leaders —
CM’sadvisor Nasir Aslam Wani
and NC treasurer and parlia-
ment member Gurwinder
Singh Oberoi, popularly known
asShammi Oberoi. While Wani
lost the Assembly elections,
Oberoi did not contest.

“Neither hasbeen able tose-
cure people’smandate, yetboth
of them enjoy close access to
Omar sahib and are part of the
keydecision-making,” saidaNC
legislator from north Kashmir.

Omar Abdullah’s biggest
challenge now is to keep the
flock together amid growing
discontent among the party’s
old guard. Senior NClegislators
Mubarak Gul from Srinagarand
Abdul Majid Larmi from South
Kashmir’s Anantnag have pub-
licly voiced their resentment
over being left out of the Cabi-
net, while theirsupporters have
staged protests demanding
ministerial berths for them.
Another senior party leader,
Nazir Ahmad Khan, whorepre-
sents Gurez, isunderstood tobe
upset over the “rebuke”.

In an apparent attempt to
pacify the disgruntled leaders,
National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah appointed Gul
as the party's general secretary
in place of Ali Mohammad
Sagar, whowasinducted intothe
Cabinet. However, Gul's refusal
to accept the post has further
complicated matters. Larmi, a
three-time legislator, is also
upset over being overlooked in
favour of hisjunior, Altaf Ahmad
‘Wani, whorepresentsthe Pahal-
gam Assembly constituency.

© PUNJAB’S FALL HAS BEEN SLOW ENOUGH NOT TO SHOCK, BUT DEEP ENOUGH TO DEFINE A GENERATION

Sops, debt and Ed Sheeran song: At 60, why Punjab falls, Punjabi rises

NORTHERN
LIGHTS

BY MANRAJ GREWAL
SHARMA

AWEEKLY DISPATCH ON
THEPOLITICS AND IDEAS
SHAPING NORTH INDIA

ANNIVERSARIES MAY
prompt one to look back and
ask some tough questions. On
November1every year, Punjab
remembers the formation of a
smaller, Punjabi-speaking state
in1966.

The state was carved after
years of the Akali Dal-led Pun-
jabi Subamovement which was
initially dismissed as parochial
inthe wake of India’s Partition.
The1955 States Reorganisation
Commission, in its report, re-
fused to recognise Punjabi as a
distinct, independent lan-
guage. The AryaSamaj had also

once urged Punjabis to aban-
dontheirlanguage. That battle
is now history.

Punjabi has travelled farther
and wider than its critics ever
imagined. Even the renowned
British singer Ed Sheeran uses
it effortlessly. Remember his
2025 hit song “Sapphire” in
‘which hesang the line, “Cham
cham chambkesitare wargi (she
shines like a star)”, like a true-
blue Punjabi? And late Sidhu
Moosewala continues to com-
mand a loyal fan base across
states, including Bihar and
beyond. So the Punjabi lan-
guage or its survival are no
longer the issues.

Troubled arc

Sixty years on, the state’s
real conversation is with
“younger brother” Haryana,
which seems to have outrun it.
In Punjab’s drawing rooms,
their comparisonstill rankles in
conversations.

To be fair, Punjab won the
first round in this sibling ri-
valry. The Green Revolution
madeitIndia’s food bowl. With
just1.53% of the country’sland,
it once accounted for about 70-

73% of wheat and 40-45% of
rice in the central pool in the
early 1980s.

Punjab’s per-capita income
remained the highest in India
until the mid-1990s despite re-
eling from militancy. Till the
early 2000s, it ranked near the
top among major states in per-
capitaincome.

Today, however, Punjab
finds itself near the bottom,
plunging to around the 10th
spot on the per-capita score by
the 2020s, and to the last posi-
tionamong major states on the
NITI Aayog’s Fiscal Health
Index in 2025 and 2026.

Punjab’s fall has been slow
enough not to shock, and deep
enough to define a generation.
Its farmers have steadily con-
tinued to produce despite the
diminishing returns and the
spectre of rice drying up most
of its water table. Despite the
decades-long pitch for crop di-
versification, the acreage under
rice cultivation keeps growing.
This year, it touched a record
32.76 lakh hectares.

The costs are visible on the
ground. In central Punjab, the
water table has crashed from an

average 7.8-9 mts below the sur-
face in the late 1990s to more
than 21 mts now. In many dis-
tricts, ground water is falling by
more than a metre annually as
per the Central Ground Water
Board. Some observers say
Punjab may be exporting its
ground water to the rest of
India through rice.

The Centre also no longer
needs Punjab the way it once
did. Other states have become
self-sufficient or surplusin food
production. Punjab’s share in
the central pool has plum-
meted — wheat from 70% in
the 1980s to about 30% in re-
cent years, and rice from 40%
down t020-25%. While the pro-
curement of grains in absolute
terms remains large, the state’s
old leverage is gone.

Freebies amid crisis
The reasons for Punjab’s
economic troubles, however,
go much beyond agriculture.
The state has seen a slew of
populist policies being imple-
mented as welfare schemes
with successive governments
across party lines vying with
the other to champion them.

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

In 1996-97, the then Con-
gress chief minister Rajinder
Kaur Bhattal first gave free
power to small farmers just as
her tenure was about to end.
The succeeding Akali Dal-BJP
government led by CM Parkash
Badal promptly extended it to
all farmers. It also started Sha-
gun, acash gift scheme for poor
families for the marriage of
their daughters.

In 2002, the new Congress
government led by CM Capt
Amarinder Singh scrapped the
free power policy and intro-
duced a flat tariff regime. But
political pressure forced it tore-
store power subsidies in 2005.

After hisreturn tothe helm,
Parkash Badal launched the
“atta-dal” scheme in 2007 and,
in 2015-16 during his second
consecutive term, the free pil-
grimage programme for the
elderly. In2021, the Amarinder-
led Congress government
rolled out free bus rides for
women.

The current Bhagwant
Mann-led AAP government,
which assumed power in 2022,
has taken the freebie model to
a new level. It provides 300

units of free electricity monthly
to domestic consumers. The
power subsidy bill alone costs
the state an amount raging
from Rs 15,500 crore to Rs
20,500 crore per annum.

In July this year, the Mann
government launched the
Mawan Dhiyaan Satkar scheme
to give monthly cash to every
eligible woman in the state.
These are popular sops, which
many say could buy loyalty or
silence. They also lock the
state’s finances intoadebt trap.

Once a freebie is given, it is
virtually impossible to with-
draw it. Every government in-
herits the dole and the bill. The
resultisastate budget in which
interest payments, power sub-
sidy, salaries and pensions to-
gether swallow most of the rev-
enue. What remainsistoolittle
for roads, schools, hospitals,
skill centres or industry. Pun-
jab’s gross capital formation,
the money spent on assets that
create future growth, has
lagged behind the national
average by 16-26 percentage
points for two decades. The
cumulative investment short-
fall runs into lakhs of crores.

Prof R SGhuman, in his 2025
study “Walking with the Ups
and Downs of Punjab Econ-
omy”, says over 18,700 indus-
trial units have shut down
acrossth 'mid-2000,

crore by 2027. The state’s debt-
to-GSDP ratio remains in the
mid-to-high 40s, indicating
that its outstanding debt is
equivalent to nearly half of its
nomic output. Inter-

43% in Amritsar alone. Batala,
the foundry hub, is almost de-
serted, and Mandi Gobindgarh,
the steel town, is tottering.

Fraught future

From manufacturing, Pun-
jab has shifted its focus to real
estate, evenasthe flight of capi-
tal continues. An industrialist
from Malerkotla recently said
he was making investments in
Telangana despite the lan-
guage barrier. Most of the
state’s old industrial houses
have units in states as far as
Chhattisgarh. There has not
been any major new invest-
ments into Punjab — and the
menaces of drugs, gangs, gun
culture, and a hostile border do
not help.

The numbers show the
scale of the crisis. Punjab’s out-
standing debt stood at Rs 3.46
lakh crore in 2023-24. It is pro-
jected tocross Rs4.17lakh crore
by 2025-26 and to Rs 4.5 lakh

estalone consumes more than
afifth of revenue, while debt
servicing takes over 40%. The
state is no longer able to bal-
ance its books without fresh
borrowing. “Punjab’s finances
arein the ICU,” says economist
RSGhuman.

TheIT boom bypassed Pun-
jab. The question now is, would
it be the same for the Al wave,
which is reshaping the world?

Observers however believe
that Punjab could still do
course-correction if it cuts in-
discriminate freebies, raises
productive investment, forces
real crop diversification, and re-
buildsitsindustry. Orelse, itcan
just keep borrowing, distribu-
ting sops, and watching the
next generation leave the state.

Sixty years after the state's
reorganisation, Punjabi con-
tinues to flourish. It is Punjab
itself that needs to be rescued.

(MANRAJGREWAL SHARMAIS NATIONAL
EDITOR, NORTH, THE INDIAN EXPRESS)
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President Murmu opens
Nashik Kumbh Mela 2027

Alok Deshpande
Nax!uk October 31

PRESIDENT DROUPADI
Murmu on Saturday said that
the gathering of devotees at
Kumbh Melas over centuries
reflected India’s cultural and
spiritual unity.

“The organisation of such
Kumbhs for centuries without
fail is an indication of the
country's mythological, histori-
cal, cultural, social and spiritual
power. For centuries, innumer-
able devotees gather at Kumbh
Melaondesignated datesand it
isanexample of India’s cultural
andspiritual unity. It represents
examplesof India’s devotion to-
wards faith and social harmony
(Samajik Samrasata)... I believe
this Kumbh will connect our
historic inheritance to modern
dimensions,” she said.

President Murmu was
speaking ahead of the Maha
Goda Aarti ceremony on Satur-
day evening. Earlier in the day,
she unfurled the Dhar-
madhwaja, or religious flag, at
Ramtirtha on the banks of the
Godavari in Nashik, marking
the launch of the 2027 Nashik-
Trimbakeshwar Simhastha
Kumbh Mela.

The President said India
had an ancient tradition of re-
ligious and spiritual gatherings,
with historical records showing
that people participated insuch
events even about 1,400 years
ago. “Times have changed, and
generations have passed; how-
ever, the flow of faith in the
hearts of Indians has remained
uninterrupted,” she said.

BJP yatra to mark 650th
birth anniv of Sant Ravidas

Murmu also referred to Ma-
harashtra’s history of valour
datingback to Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj, its contribution to
social change and its entrepre-
neurial spirit.

Speakingahead of President
Murmu’s address, Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis said
that Sanatan culture brought
together different streams of

thought, forms of worship and
sects, just as rivers meet an
ocean. “Kumbh is an expression
of all these and therefore
Kumbh is an expression of our
Sanatan culture. When the
world sees all these different
ideas taking a dip in river God-
avari, it realises that the oldest
cultureinthe world isour Sana-
tan thought,” he said.
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(Above) People perform aartiat
Ramkund near Godavari River;
President Droupadi Murmu
during the ceremonial launch
of 2027 Nashik-Trimbakeshwar

UP voter roll discrepancies’: Disable login IDs
of all 806 computer assistants, orders CEO

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, October 31

AFTER REPORTS of alleged
discrepancies in the voter lists
in Azamgarh and Pilibhit dis-
tricts, Uttar Pradesh Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) Navdeep
Rinwa on Saturday directed the
district election officers (DEOs)
to immediately deactivate the
ECINET login credentials of all
806 computer assistants de-
ployed in 403 Assembly consti-
tuencies of the state.
Oncetheiraccess tothe por-
tal is withdrawn, voter-related
entries will be made by booth-

level officers (BLOs), the CEO
office said. Two computer assis-
tantseach assigned toevery As-
sembly seat have been working
asoperators at voter registration
centresintheoffices of electoral
registration officers (EROs).

In the October 31 order, the
CEOs office asked the DEOs to
ensure that all computer assis-
tants’ login IDs in their districts
are marked inactive or disabled
forthwith. The EROs concerned
will confirm the deactivation,
while DEOs must personally ver-
ify compliance and submit an
action-takenreporttothe CEO’s
office, the directive stated.

Also, the outsourcingagency
concerned has been directed to
terminate the services of the
computerassistant allegedlyin-
volved in discrepancies in elec-
toral roll entries in the Pilibhit
Assembly seat.

The office said the instruc-
tions must be implemented on
priority, stressing that no laxity
will be tolerated in “maintain-
ing the integrity, security and
transparency of electoral roll-
related work”.

Explaining the rationale be-
hind the decision to deactivate
theloginIDs of computer assis-
tants, a senior official told The

Indian Expressthatthe ECThad
initially provided computer as-
sistants the access to the portal
because many BLOs were not
equipped to work on the BLO
application at the time. But
since most BLOs have now
been trained to use the applica-
tion, the need for operators’as-
sistance was no longer felt.

“Only BLOs concerned will
submit forms relating to the
polling booth assigned to them.
Forms can either be submitted
either online on ECINET/BLO
app or through physical sub-
mission, which will be digi-
tised,” the official said.

CHANDRAPUR
CANCER CARE

PT. DEENDAYAL UPADHYAY CHANDRAPUR CANCER HOSPITAL,
*. an initiative of Department of Medical Education and Research (Government of Maharashtra), District Mineral Foundation-
Chandrapur and Tata Trusts, is seeking qualified candidates for the following positions in Chandraps

, Maharashtra:
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Senior Fasideni_— Sugicsl _Deeciogy

Healsodescribed Kumbhas R

asymbol of! ial har- 5 —Heod & .
mony), citing the participation Spror Rewied -Fnduiie_Quesoly
of 6,§00lmbal peop}e inthe Qod— i A
avari puja. Addressing the saints Indonsie Car
and members of the akharas S Restiemt -

‘Geraral Duty Madical Offcars |

(monasticorders), Fadnavissaid
hewas their servantand sought
theirblessings for the successful
conduct of the Kumbh.

The Simhastha Kumbh will
continue until July 2028. The
flags will be lowered in cer-
emonies at Trimbakeshwar on
July 24,2028, and at Nashik on
July 29, 2028, bringing the ap-
proximately 21-month festival
period to a close.

&

TAMIL NADU MARITIME BOARD
(GOVERNMENT OF TAMILNADU)
No.171, South Kesavaperumalpuram, Off Greenways Road,

Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai - 600 028.

%

Lucknow: The BJPwill organise ayatra from Jaland-
har to Varanasi from November 18 to mark the
650th birth anniversary of Sant Ravidas and spread
his message of social harmony, a party leader said
on Saturday. The 2,558-km journey will pass
through eight states and UTs, BJP national vice-
president Lal Singh Arya said. It will begin in Ja-
landhar on November 18 and conclude in Varanasi
on December 3. PTI
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Ref No: 4244/S1/2026 Dated 02.11.2026
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (Eol)
Expression of Interest (Eol) are invited from ferry operators for
operation between Nagapattinam (India) and Kankesanthurai, Jaffna
(Sri Lanka). The Eol Document can be downloaded from the website
https:/itntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app from 11.00 hrs on 02.11.2026
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MS / DNB in Surgical O

Tnscne, or MS ENT./ NS ENT
MO/ ONB

MAES with Postgrad
vakid medical mgistration

dagres i MR, businass,

Icwally with

Hospieal Adevinistration

MD / DNB in Nuclear Medicine from a recognized institute.

ENT from a recognized Instinste

qualification in general surgery with

3. years of axperience i handing a Ut
indepandently

0-3 yoars

| year post BNS | MD experience peefesable
| 3 years” expeniance in Surgy

| year past DNE

0-8 years of axp

Onesiagy
M5 experience

WD experience

in surgical oncology ar casicer

medical terminology, and ele
ord syste

Lagel Assaars Bachelor's degres in aw o 4 reaied fld, an L8 may e » i cantact, fega reseasch
4 depending on the emplayer ana a hospital matters 13
e Tmnscrpaonet Certificate, diploma, of relevant Waining in medical 1-2 Years of experience sequired especially familiarity
transeription, with swrong English, tening. and with cancer clagnoses, treaiments. medicanions, and
macical terminotogy pathoiogy tarms
“To know more about the qualification / experience / job role of above d also apply for other position, please visit www.chandrapureancercare.org/earcers Candidates

inerested in applying for the o, may aso sen their CVs t careers @ chandrapurcancercare.arg Lastdat of submission of applicaton s 30 November, 2026

SHANTL SEWA NYATA

Stop for Safety:
Respect the
Zebra Crossing
Right of Way

At ZEBRA CROSSINGS, slow
your pace; give pedestrians
their rightful space.

JOIN DELHI IN FIGHTING POLLUTION,

FOLLOW NOTIFIED GRAP REGULATION

e || Delhi Traffic Police wishes everyone joyous
%upcoming Deepawali, Bhai Dooj and festive season

For more details follow us on:- @ : 8750871493 [§| @ dtptraffic

@ dtptraffic (3] @ dtptraffic

E-mail to CP, Delhi at:cpdelhi@delhipolice.gov.in | Write to CP, Deihi at: P.O. Box No. 171, GPO, New Delhi

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112

BE A TRAFFIC PRAHARI

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Download App from »

24x7 Traffic Helpline : 011-25844444/1095
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Moments after Azam steps out of
jail, ED arrests him in PMLA case

Express News Service
Lucknow, October 31

SENIOR SAMAJWADI Party
leader and former Uttar Pra-
desh cabinet minister Azam
Khan was arrested by the En-
forcement Directorate in con-
nection with a PMLA case mo-
ments after he stepped out of
the Rampur district jail on Sat-
urday evening.

Khan, along with his son
Abdullah Azam Khan, was
granted bail by the Allahabad
High Court in a double PAN
card case two days ago. Abdul-
lah, also lodged in the Rampur
jail, went to his home after
being released from jail.

The HC, however, had dis-
missed their plea for staying
their conviction and had fixed
the hearingin the revision peti-
tion in January. The two have
been injail since their sentenc-
ing in November last year.

The case pertained to Abdul-
lah obtaining two PAN cards
withdifferent dates of birth, and
his father was named as an ac-
complice in the alleged forgery.

The ED had registered the
PMLA case over alleged finan-
cial irregularities in the con-
struction of Mohammad Ali
Jauhar University in Rampur.
Azam Khan is the founder of
theuniversity and the chairper-
son of the Maulana Moham-
mad Ali Jauhar Trust that runs
the institution.

He will be produced in a
designated court in Ghaziabad
on Sunday since the case is

Awdeograb of former UP minister Azam Khan speaking to

before being

being investigated by the
agency's Delhi branch, it is
learnt.

The ED had initiated its
probe after the Rampur district
administration and police
started filing cases against
Azamand the Trust on charges
of constructing the university
on the land belonging to gov-
ernment or owned by locals,
when the Samajwadi Party was
in power in Uttar Pradesh and

the ED in Rampur, Saturday.

gate around 6.30 pm amid slo-
ganeering by their supporters,
the ED officials approached
him and showed some him
documents apparently related
toanarrest order.

The SP leader was seen
shoutingat the agency officials
who asked him to accompany
them. Afteraheated argument,
Azam said addressing the
mediapersons standing nearby,
“Kya kahne ko hai. Kahne ko

'EXPRESS special’

As Uttarakhand chopper crash probe widens,
focus on flights that took fo before and after

Flying operations in Badrinath Valley
were suspended for 3 hours on Friday,
but resumed after conditions improved

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
Dehradun, October 31

NOTLONG after the Trans Bha-
rat Aviation helicopter, which
crashed in Uttarakhand’s Sthan
Marwadi on Friday, took off,
two other choppers departed
from Badrinath and landed
safely at their destinations, The
Indian Express has learnt. One
left just eight minutes after the
aircraft, and another nearly an
hour later, officials told The In-
dian Express, adding that two
other flights that flew before the
Trans Bharat chopper alsocom-
pleted their journeys safely.
This, officialsindicated, will
be considered as part of the
probeasthey try tounderstand
whether the crash was the result
of “adverse weather conditions”

he was a minister. raha kya hai. Musalman hone
On October 13, the Rampur ki saza hai. Galatiye hai..uni-
policealsolodged another case i iek ne.

against Khan and the Trust
under charges under the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
the Prevention of Corruption
Act in connection with alleged
financial irregularities in the
construction of the university.

As soon as Azam and Ab-
dullah walked out of the jail

Ye hai gunaah. Bachchon ke
school banaye. Ye hai gunaah
hamara (What is left to say.
This is the punishment for
being a Muslim. This is the of-
fence. A Muslim set up an uni-
versity. This is the offence. Es-
tablished schools for children.
This is my offence).”

- as initially by the
authorities - or a combination
of factors.

While flying operations in
the Badrinath Valley had been
suspended for three hours on
Friday morning because of in-
clement weather between 9am
and noon, they resumed after
conditions improved.

Si<h [§) UCO BANK

T ST fira

Sale Nofice for

Hanours your trust

o ihe Sacurity

Zonal Office : 75/4, Siddhi Sadan, Halsey Road
Near Badshahi Naka Police Station, Kanpur - 208001
E-mail : zokanpur.rec@ucobank.co.in
SALE NOTICE FOR SAI‘.nE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERFTlES LSei p{é:lg'igu to Rule -

r Sale of e i and Enfor

8(6)
cement of Secuiy

8
stAct, 2002 read with

f which:

Name & Address of Borrower

Guarantor(s)
Branch: Firozabad, District irazabad;
Borrower:
Mr. Ram Naresh Rajput Slo. Shri
Nathu Ram @ Natu Ram Rajput

Co-Borrower:

Smt. Malti Rajpoot Wio. Shri
{Ram Naresh Rajpoot

Both Address-1:- H. No. 95
Gayakwad Nagar (Santosh
Nagar), Raipura Road, Opp. Sati
Ashram, Firozabad-283203 (UP.)
Both Address-2:- H. No. 370,
Nagla Karan Singh, Kotla Road,
Firozabad-283203

Borrower(s):
Mr. Guishan Kumar Slo Mr.
Bharat Singh,

Mr. Dal Chand Sfo Mr. Panni Lal,
Mr. Bharat Singh S/o Mr. Panni
Lal,

All Address 1 : 55/185, Bagh
Nanak Chand, Near Idgah Bus
|Stand, Shahganj, Agra-282001

All Address 2 : 56/11F/1E, Chak
Doyam, New House Nagla Fakir
Chand, Agra-282001

. (I!ormwer)
Rajneesh Kushwaha
Hariram Kushwaha
(Co-Borrower): Ms. Aradhana
Address 1 of Both: 24 Kammod
Nagar Royal City Jhansi-284003
Address 2 of Both: 40/1, Mau
Dehat, Mauranipur Jhansi-
284204
Guarantor(s):
Shri Hariram Kushwaha
Bhagwan Das
Address: 24 Kammod Nagar
Royal City Jhans+-284003

Sio shri

Slo

Date :- 29.10.2026
Branch:- Bada Bazar (0310), District -Jhans
Borrower(s):

Mis. Kanchan Garments

(Proprietor: ShriNitin Kanchan)
Address: Shop No. 208, Sarafa
Bazar, JhansiU P-284002
Proprietor: Shri Nitin Kanchan Slo
Shri Suresh Kanchan
Address: 92 (old), 110/3 (New),
Hazaryana, Jhansi-284001
Borrower(s):
Shri Nitin Kanchan S/o Shri
Suresh Kanchan
(Co-Borrower):
Smt. Sushma Kanchan Wio Shri
Suresh Kanchan
Address: 32 (oid), 11003 (Naw),
Hazaryana, Jhansi- 284001

Note:- Hindi & English versians of this Natice are being published in Hindi & English Newspapers respectively. Il is ciarified thal in case of any

ontact Numbet
28.06.2018
06.10 2018

2 Y| Bahi No.
190, Sl No

Sanjay Jain

07.04. 2026
09.07.2026

Mr.

- 4919713267746, +91-8789356663; Emall Id:- firoza
All that part and parcel of the property
consists of land and building measuring
760.00 Sq. Ft. (70.68 Square Meter) as per
1, Zild No. 9724, Page No. 163 to

Tehsil & District Firozabad standing in the
name of Shri Ram Naresh Rajput S/o Shri
Nathu Ram Rajput Rio. H. No. 85,
Gayakwad Nagar (Santosh Nagar),
Raipura Road, Opp. Sati Ashram,
Firozabad-283203 (U.P.).

Detalls of Boundaries (As per Deed):
East: Plot Sunita Jain, West: 8 Ft Wide

operty(les)
Officerof UCO Bank Secured Creditor, will e sold on "As is Where is”, "As is what is" and.
Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) 10UCO Bank Secured Creditor. Tha delails ane described as bel

12525, Registered on

29.11.2013 at Sub-Registrar-|, Firozabad,| Paisa Eighty
situated at Mohalla - Gayakwad Nagar,| ~ ©only) as on
28.10.2026

The Trans Bharat helicopter
departed from Dehradun at
12.20 pm and landed at Badri-
nath at 1.11 pm. Immediately
afterlanding, itislearnt thatthe
pilot picked up five passengers
forthe returnjourneyto Dehra-
dun. The helicopter crashed
‘while making this journey.

"Ttwas not like the flight was
starting from Badrinath; it had
already made a successful trip
from Dehradun to Badrinath
and was going back to Dehra-
dun... Two flights were flown
successfully before this flight
too. And two flights were again
safely able to reach Dehradun
afterthisflight... We are notsure
‘what exactly went wrong - i
could be a local weather phe-
nomenonorsome otherissue,”
an official told The Indian Ex-
press on the condition of ano-
nymity.

He added that authorities
are speaking to pilots who had
flown in the region around the
time of the accident to under-
stand the conditions prevailing
atthetime.

The Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) team

Chorbagan stampede: SIT questions
13 people. seeks accounts of police

Express News Service
Kolkata, October 31

held its second meeting at
‘Writers’ Building to review the

Ly
¥

SDRF personnel carry mortal remains of the Chamoli air crash
victims, on Saturday. 1

has reached the accident site,
and efforts are underway to re-
trieve as many aircraft compo-
nentsasy reconstruct

Hathi Parvat area and crashed
while descending towards a
lower alntude The India Me-

the sequence of events.

“We have not received the
blackboxyet. Theteamisatthe
accidentspot. And wearetrying
to retrieve as many parts as
possible toanalyse the situation
completely,” the official said.

The wreckage has been al-
most entirely destroyed, he
said, with the tail section being
the only part that remains
relatively intact.

The Chamoli district ad-
ministration’s initial Action
Taken Report had said the heli-
copter encountered adverse
weather conditions in the

RAILWAY MINISTER Ashwini

Department had
issued an orange alert for Cha-
molion October 30, warning of
thunderstorms accompanied
by lightning, hail and gusty
winds of 40-50 kmph in iso-
lated areas.

Meanwhile, the recovery of
the six bodies from the crash
site has been hampered by the
difficult terrain. The accident
siteis20-22km from the nearest
roadhead and can only be ac-
cessed through a difficult trek.

Ajoint team of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF) was dis-

patched on Saturday morning
toretrieve the bodies and bring
them to the nearest roadhead.
Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Uttarakhand Civil Avi-
ation Development Authority
Chief Executive Officer Prateek
Jain said, “They have been on
the route for the last 12 hours,
and will be reaching by tonight
to the nearest roadhead... the
district administration will
transport them by ambulance
from Joshimath to Rishikesh.
Post-mortem examinations
will be conducted there, after
which the bodies will be
handed over to the families.”
Meanwhile, the DGCA has
decided tomake the presence of
a co-pilot mandatory for all
charter helicopter operations
for the remainder of the season,
the official said. A meeting was
held on Saturday to discuss
flight operations for the re-
mainder of the season, follow-
ingwhich the regulator decided
against allowingsingle-pilot op-
erations for charter flights.
“The DGCA has taken a
decision that we will not allow
single-pilot operations. It's a
mandatory requirement now.
‘We havessetitinstonethataco-
pilot will be mandatory for all
the charter operations from
now on; further investigation
intothe cause of theaccident is
underway,” Jain said.

Delhi to Agra in 59 mins: PM
approves bullet train corridor

Press Trust of India
Varanasi, October 31

come group, and artisans in small-
scale industries. People will re-

member Prime Minister Modi for

cobank.co.in, Zokanpur.rec

39,04,002.80/-
(Rupees Thirty Rs.
Nine Lakh Four
Thousand Two &

plus Unapplied
interest and
charges as
applicable

ucobank.co.in

Rs,
20,98,000/-

2,09,9000-

probe. “We questioned 13
THE SIX-} ERSIT probing particularly police
the Chorbagan stampede on  personnel from Girish Park po-
Saturday questioned 13 people,  lice station who were on duty

including police personnel who
were on duty at the time of the
incident. The panel, headed by
retired Calcutta High Court
judge Anindita Roy Saraswati,

during the tragedy. We also
spoke to some fire service per-
sonnel,” Saraswati said. Shesaid
the panel would summon eye-
witnesses and local residents.

Government of India
ereraa 7 e HaTE
Ministry of Persannel, Public Grievances & Pensians
err v Ferninft aseamor fv

Department of Pension & Pensioners’s Welfare

Vaishnaw announced on Saturday
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has approved the north corridor of
thebullet train project, which isex-
pected to transform the lives of
many people. He emphasised that
the construction work for the bullet
train, from pillar to girder, will be
donein India.

"The construction is progressing
rapidly. It will be fully 'Make in
India’, built by the youth and
welders of India," he said.

Speaking before flagging off the
new Vande Bharat Sleeper Express
services between Varanasiand New

the next100 years for thisinitiative."
He detailed the north corridor's
route, which will connect Delhi,
Agra, Kanpur, Lucknow, Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Prayagraj, Patna, Siliguri,
and extend to Guwahati.

According to Vaishnaw, travel
times will be significantly reduced:
the journey from Delhi to Kanpur
will take 1 hour and 45 minutes,
from Delhi to Agra will take 59 min-
utes, and from Delhi to Lucknow
will take 2 hours and 12 minutes. Ad-
ditionally, the trip from Lucknow to
Varanasi will take 1 hour and 21 min-
utes, while Varanasi to Delhi will
take 3 hours and 35 minutes.

Way, North: 14 Ft. Wide Way, South: Plot

Knawn Encumbrances, if any - Nil

All that pal: and parcel of the pmperly

consists of Land and building, measuring
area 125.55 Sq. Mtr, registered at Book No.|
o "1, Volume No. 3837, Page No. 393 to 385 ail
Sr. Ne. 1250 registered on 04.07.1989 Sub-|Paisa Farty Six Only)|
Registrar Office Agra Tehsil-Sadar &
District Agra situated at House No.
56(11FI1E situated at Chak Doyam, New|
House Nagla Fakir Chand, Agra Property|
standing in the name of Mr. Dal Chand and
Bharat Singh Slo Late Pannilall
resident of 55(185 Baag Nanak Chand
Shahganj, Agra 262001.
Details of Boundaries (As per Deed):
East: House of Gupta Ji, West: House off
Kamla Dixit, North: Road, South: Other
Proj

Authorized Officer (|
awWalp{Eucobank.co.In, ZoKaNpULT
Rs. 21,84,015.46
(Rupees Twenty One
Lakh Eighty Four
Thousand Fifteen

as on 28.10.2026
plus Unapplied
interest and
charges as
applicable

Rs. 35,582,000/

Rs. 3,56, 200/~

Nationwide Digital Life
" Promatit

on of Faﬂmmm\mlnnmrmm anp"
Organized By-
Ministry of Rallways
Persannel & Accounts Department
Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli
From-
1 November to 30 November 2026
Time- 11:00 am- 05:00 pm

Venue-
Admin Building/MCF/RBL

Campaign 5.0

Delhi from here, Vaishnaw said,
"The prime minister has approved
thenorth corridorof thebullettrain,
which will change thelives of many.
Thevision for the bullet train shared
by the prime minister will greatly
benefit the youth, the middle-in-

Office of the Director, Disease Control & Farms,
Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow
No. 1027/Gen-1/X-84/MVU-ESVHD/2026-27,

e-Tender NOTICE

This is to inform that the Department of Animal Husbandry, U.P., Lucknow, invites
tenders for Packages B, C, and D, in connection with the operation of Mobile Veterinary
Units (providing veterinary services and support to livestock through mobile veterinary
units) in the state, via the e-tender portal: etender.up.nic.in.

The Scheduled dates and time for the e-Tender are :-

Dated 30 October, 2026

AtriMitra

UPCM Yogi Adityanath said that

aplan hasbeen prepared to operate
abullettrain between Delhiand Va-
ranasi.

"This will allow the journey from

Delhi to Varanasi to be covered in
3.5hours...,” he said.

CM warns CPM: Will
reopen Nandigram,
Chhoto Angaria cases,
won’t spare anyone

Kolkata, October 31

'WEST BENGAL Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikarion

P
Known Encumbrances, if any -
ce : Rawatpara, Agra

Authorized Officer (UCO Bank)

i; Contact Number(s):- +81-86302:
13012017

18.03.2017
(Symbolic Possession)

284002,

i; Contact Number
02.07.2019
08.11.2019

284002,

All that part and parcel of the property
consists offand and building measuring area
74.35 Sqr. Mtr. or 800 Sq. Ft. As per BahiNo
01, Zild No, 5282, Page No. 199:216 at St
No. 4045, Registered on 18.05.2015 at Sub
Registrar Jhansi, Situated at Arazi No. 445,
Mauza -Bijaull Abadi Rajgarh, Teh Nad
Distt-Jhansi, Property Standing in the
Name of Mr. Rajneesh Kushwaha Slo
Hariram Kushwaha Resident of 24
Kammod Nagar Royal city Jhansi-

Details of Boundaries (As per Deed)
East: Plot of seller, Weast: Plot of Gaurav
Kushwaha. North: Pict of Khuman, South:
Road 5.49 meterwide

Known Encumbrances, if any - Nil
Place : Jhansi

1-9651042174, +91-8788356663; Email I+ jhan
Al that part and parcel of the property cansists|
of tand and bulding measuring 564 sq. ft.
(52.42 square meter) as per Bahi No. 1, Zild|
"|No. 5680, Page No. 253 to 276, 5. No. 2136,
Registerad on 26,03.2014 at Sub-Registrar-1|
Jhansi, situated at H. No. 92(0id), 11013
(New), Mohalla Hazaryana, City & District]

Details of Boundaries (As per Deed): East:|
House of Ramdas; West: Rasta 6.10 Meter;|
North: House of Neeraj Batra; South: House|
ofPradeep Kanchan

Knowin Encumbrances, if any - Nil

Emall Id:-bundel

Jhansi standing in the name of Shri Nitin P‘F? U”alPP";‘ﬂ
Kanchan Sfo Shri Suresh Kanchan resident| 'Eh‘;’zz;‘;;
af 92 (Old), 110/3(New), Hazaryana, Jhansi - applicable

Authorized Officer (UCO Bank)

bmission of Earnest Money Dep:
t0 5:00 PM as per (IST)

for
17.11.2026 from 01:00 PM

Bid Incremental Amount of Rs
om

contradictionin Hindi and English version of the Notice, the English version of the. Notice will prevail

jucobank.ca.n, zokanpur.rec
Rs. 30,42,928.51/-

Thousand Nine
Hundred Twenty
Eight & Paisa Fifty
One only) as on
28.10.2026
plus Unapplied
interest and charges
as applicable

Authorized Officer (UCO Bank)
ank.co.in, Eokanpur.
Rs. 20,74,091.68
(Rupees Twenty Lakh
Seventy Four
Thousand Ninety
One Paisa Sixty Eight
Only) as on
28.10.2026

1- [Availability of Online Tender Forms:

Date 02-11-2026 from 05.00 P.M.

2- |Submission of Online Tender Forms start date:

Date 02-11-2026 from 05.30 P.M.

= W | 13- [Pre Bid Meeting

Date 16-11-2026 at 03.00 P.M.

4- |Last Date for online submission of tender form:

Date 23-11-2026 up to 02.00 P.M.

aturday t] to reopen cases related to the
Chhoto Angariamassacre of 2001and theviolence in
Nandigram in 2007, warning that those involved
‘would notbespared. Addressinga ‘Save Democracy”
rally in Garbeta, he also accused the CPI(M) and the

5- |Opening of Online Tender Forms (Technical bids):

Date 23-11-2026 up to 02.30 P.M.

UPID-260021 Dt. 31/10/2026
www.upidadv.gov.in

The interested vendors can go through the documents and submit e-Bids on e-Tender
Portal etender.up.nic.in only, as per the terms and conditions mentioned in the tender
document. The detailed information will be also available on Departmental website
http://www.animalhusb.upsdc.gov.in/en.

Sd/-
Director,
Disease Control & Farms,
Department of Animal Husbandry,
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow

Trinamool joining handsto revive politi-
cal violence in West Bengal.

Targeting CPI(M) state secretary Mohammad
Salim, Adhikarisaid, “You had the temerity tosay that
the BJP came to attack the CPI(M) and people re-
sisted.” He said he would reopen cases against those
‘whoallegedly travelled from the CPI(M) office in Gar-
beta to Nandigram with firearms during the 2007
anti-land acquisition movement.

“Iwill reopen the crime files committed during
theLeft Fronterain Nandigram and Chhoto Angaria.

Iwill reopen the cases of those who went from

obank.co.in

00/

PUBLIC NOTICE
ATTENTION
Restriction on Entry/Plying of Vehicles in Delhi

1. Vehicles Registered Outside Delhi

e Every year, from 1 November to 31 January, Other State registered
BS-1V and below vehicles will not be allowed to ply in Delhi.

2. Commercial Goods Vehicles & Buses Registered Outside Delhi

o With effect from 1 November 2026, commercial goods vehicles
(LGV/MGV/HGYV) and buses which are BS-IV and below will
not be permitted to enter Delhi. This also includes buses operating
under All India Tourist Permit and other service regimes.

Exemptions: The above restrictions shall not apply on BS-VI,

CNG, LNG, Electric, emergency/sovereign-duty vehicles and

vehicles registered in Delhi.

Note 1: Violation shall attract action as per law.

Note 2: GRAP restrictions shall also apply, as and when enforced.

DIP/Shabdarth/Classified/0259/26-27

Sd/-

Transport Department
Government of NCT of Delhi

the CPI(M)officein Garbetawith gunstocreate
the bloody sunrise in Nandigram in 2007. Not
asingle person will be spared,” he said.

Adhikarialsorecalled aconfrontation with
former CPI(M) leader and minister Sushanta
Ghosh, claiming that party leaders had
threatened to break his legs if he entered the
area. “Within three days, I went to Chandra-
konaRoad and held ameetingstandingon Su-
shanta Ghosh’s chest,” he said.

The CM accused the CPI(M) and the TMC
ofcomingtogether tocreate unrestinthestate.
“What the Trinamool is today is the CPI(M).
‘The two have merged and want to bring back
those days of anarchy,” he said.

He also referred to the alleged assault on
BJP MP Pranata Tudu during the 2024 elec-
tions and asked her to send him a copy of the
FIR. He said he would examine how many
people had been arrested and threatened ac-
tion against those still at large.

“We have not forgotten what they did. They
did the same thing in Keshpur. The time has
come to settle all accounts,” he said, recalling
analleged attackon himat ChandrakonaRoad
while he was returning from Purulia.

The Chhoto Angaria massacre referstothe
alleged killing of 11 TMC supporters by CPI(M)
workers in the village in Paschim Medinipur
district on January 4, 2001.
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lIT-B student’s
suicide: Parents
move HC, seek
CBIlprobeor SIT

Express News Service
Mumbai, October 31

SEEKING A fair and indepen-
dent investigation into the
death of their 20-year-old son,
Sahil Wakode, the parents of
the deceased IIT-Bombay stu-
dent have approached the
Bombay High Court. Their peti-
tion seeks a transfer of the
probe to the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) or, alter-
natively, another Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT), and moni-
toring of the investigation by a
retired High Court judge.

Aseparate pleahasalsobeen
filed before a special court des-
ignated under the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act. It
seeks a status report on the ac-
tion taken on six representa-
tions Sahil's father has made to
the police so far, along with di-
rections for the preservation of
evidenceandactionovertheal-
leged unauthorised circulation
of CCTV footage, private phone
conversations, hisapology letter
and other information.

Sahil, a second-year BTech
student, allegedly died by sui-
cide on September 18. The in-
stitute has said the incident fol-
lowed his being caught using
his mobile phone during an
examination.

However, the petition by Sa-
hil’s parents, Ravindra and
Sonali Wakode seeks a probe
into allegations of abetment of
suicide linked to “acts and il-
legal omissions of persons in

Meiteis, Nagas hold rally in Imphal
for SoO truce pactabrogation

Jimmy Leivon
Imphal, October 31

IN WHAT is arguably one of the
largest public gatherings in Ma-
nipursincethestartoftheethnic
conflict in 2023, a massive rally
was held by Meitei and Naga
groups in Imphal on Saturday.
‘Thedemonstration followsare-
cent flare-up in tensions invol-
ving both groups and the Kuki-
Zo community.

Organised by the Coordinat-
ing Committee on Manipur In-
tegrity (COCOMI), the rally was
held to demand lasting peace,
justice for victims of the pro-
longed crisis, safe resettlement
of internally displaced persons,
and abrogation of the Suspen-
sion of Operations (S00) agree-
mentwith Kuki militant groups.

Naga apex body, United
Naga Council (UNC), endorsed
Saturday’s rally. It began at Tid-
dim Ground in Kwakeithel and

i ina i Thau

Manipur’s indigenous commu-
nitiesin theirdemand forjustice.
“This is a testimony that the
indigenous population of Ma-
nipur is united and ready to
stand against the injustices
meted out to them by the Cen-
tral Government through the
State Government,” he said.

He alleged that the Centre
had failed to address the con-
cerns over the lives and proper-
ties of indigenous people, ter-
ming the prevailing situation a
“proxy war”. He said commu-
nitiesacross Manipur, including
Nagas, Meiteis and other ethnic
groups, remained concerned
about their security and future.

“The proxy war campaign
carried out by the Government
of India using Chin-Kuki-Narco
Terrorists must be stopped im-
mediately,” he said.

Athouba warned continued
indifference by the Centre to-
wards the plight of indigenous

ities could compel

Ground in Thangmeiband, Im-
phal West district.

Thousands of people from
different walks of life took part,
raisingsloganssuchas ‘Remove
S00’, ‘End proxy war’, ‘Bring
peacein Manipur’,and ‘Manipur
needsjustice’. InresponsetoCO-
COMI's protest call, business es-
tablishments and educational
institutions remained closed,
while public transport services
‘were suspended.

Authoritiesbarricaded roads
leading to the Chief Minister's
bungalow and Raj Bhavan as a

them to determine their own
courseofaction against what he
termed “narco-terrorism”.

Extending support to CO-
COMTI’s demands, the United
Naga Council (UNC), alongwith
its federating units, sub-consti-
tuencies and Naga civil society
organisations, also organised
protest rallies in several hill dis-
tricts, particularly in Naga-
dominated areas such as Sena-
patiand Chandel.

'UNC president N G Lorho
said Nagas across the hill dis-
tricts had united to defend their

authority at IIT Bombay”. precautionary measure. Secur- ~ ancestral land. “We are the
The petitic hatthe | it 1t ictedfri-  owners and guardians of our
police have so far failed toin- = skingand i traffic  landfromtimei

vestigate the case with the seri-
ousness the law demands.
Sahil's father has been on a
hunger strike, demanding jus-
tice for his son.

Ujjwal Nikam
appearsas SPP
inKetan Agarwal
murder case

Express News Service
Pune, October 31

TRIAL IN the Ketan Agarwal
murder case began at Wadgaon
Maval court in Pune district on
Saturday.

Ujjwal Nikam, a senior law-
yer and Rajya Sabha member,
who has been appointed as
special public prosecutor in this
case, was presentin the court. All
three accused Siya Goyal (20),
Chetan Chaudhary (22) and Ri-
tesh Hange (22) were also
brought before the court.

Nikam said, “We requested
the court to initiate the proce-
dure to frame charges against
thethreeaccused persons. Court
hasallowed ustosubmitalist of
documents pertainingtothe evi-
dencegathered againstthe three
accused, on which the prosecu-
tion would be relying,” he said.
Meanwhile, lawyers repre-
i d Chetan filed ap-

orial. We

diversions at several locations,
including Keishampat Junction,
Konung Mamang, Palace Gate
and Kangla Western Gate.
Describingtt iveturn-

will not surrender our ancestral
right,” hesaid. ANagarepresen-
tative, Achung Gangmei, alleged
that indigenous communities

i jected toa “proxy

outas historic, COCOMI Conve-
norKhuraijam Athoubasaid the

war” and accused Manipur gov-

rally unityamong

ernmentofusing Kuki militants
against other ities.

: EXPRESS special': e

During the joint rally in Imphal on Saturday. ani

ThreeKuki-Zo
menkilledin
Noney districtin
exchange of fire

Jimmy Leivon
Imphal, October 31

THREE KUKI-ZO men died fol-
lowinganexchange of fire with
unidentified armed miscreants
at Kekru Naga village in the
Nungba sub-division of Ma-
nipur’s Noney district on Satur-

.

Following the incident, po-
lice heightened security but did
not specify the cause of the
shootout or the identities of
those involved.

‘Unconfirmed reports indi-
cate the firingbegan around 10
amand lasted for several hours,
following 48 hours of intermit-
tent attacks on Kekru Naga vil-
lage and adjoining areas by
armed miscreants.

The identities of the dead
are yet to be confirmed.

The Kuki Inpi Manipur
(KIM), the apex body represent-
ing Kuki tribes, condemned the
incident, stating the victims
were village volunteers and ac-
cusing the NSCN-IM and
ZUF(K) of the killings.

Accusing authorities of fail-
ing to provide adequate secur-
ity to vulnerable Kuki-Zo com-
munities, KIM stated that the
government must ensure civil-
iansafety in the affected areas.

Expressing solidarity with
the bereaved families, the or-
ganisation demanded justice,
accountability,and immediate
intervention to prevent further
violence.

‘The police have not publicly
identified the perpetrators in
the statement confirming the
incident.

Onthe outside, UP factory produced rose
water, seized inside: Over 1,000 kg of drugs

Rs200-cr worth
mephedrone found
amonth after the
factory came up

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, October 31

INTHE early hoursof Thursday,
residents of Rampura village in
Uttar Pradesh’s Jalaun district
were roused from their sleep by
thesound of vehicles passingby.

Curious about the unusual
movement, a few villagers fol-
lowed the convoy. They watched
asthevehi lupoutside

t
plications seeking bail and
claimed there was no evidence
againstthem. Siya'scounsel also
submitted an application seek-

arosewater manufacturingunit.
Several people dressed in civil-
ian clothes, some in black,
stepped out and entered the

ingherdi: omthiscase. = premises.Alocal
Nikam told the court these = rived sometime later.
applicationsby defencelawyers Itwasonlylater that villagers

cannotbeheardtill the prosecu-
tion submits its case and the list
of evidence. Court will hear the
prosecution arguments and the
applications by accused in the
next hearing on November 17.

learnt what was allegedly hap-
pening inside: men were alleg-
edly manufacturing mephe-
drone, with the rose water
business serving as a front to
conceal the operation.

The alleged drug-making apparatus in the factory at Rampura
village in Jalaun district. exeress

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), in a joint op-
eration with the UP Anti-Terror-
ism Squad (ATS), raided the
premises and seized 1,102.88 kg
of mephedrone and precursor
chemicals, valued atover Rs200
crore on the international mar-
ket. Officials said this was the
biggest drug haul in recent
months.

Hemendra Kushwaha, 27,
and Santosh, 37, who werealleg-
edly involved in making the
drug, were arrested. The team
searched their homes, recover-
ingadditional quantities of mep-
hedrone and precursor chemi-

cals. DRI officials said the plot
owner, a local resident named
Shailendra Singh Pal, 25, is on
therun.

Mephedrone, also known as
Meow Meow or White Magic, is
asynthetically manufactured
stimulant of the amphetamine
and cathinone category. Till
early 2010s, the drug was not in-
cludedinthelist of contrabands
under the Narcotics Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. But after multiple
seizuresoflarge quantities of the
drug and rising instances of its
consumption as a narcotic in
largecities, authoritiesincluded

itin the list in 2015.

Behind closed gates

Rampura, with a population
of around 900, is nearly 10 km
from the district headquarters
and fallsunder the Dakor police
station, around 8 km away. The
unit was on the outskirts of the
village, fenced offand fitted with
alarge gate. The fencing was
covered with green fabric,
keeping the activities inside out
of public view.

Accordingtovillage pradhan
Omkar Pal, the factoryhad come
up just over a month agoon a
one-and-a-half-bigha  plot
owned by a Shailendra. “He
claimed he had invested money
in the business after taking a
bankloan, projectingit as anes-
tablished and profitable ven-
ture,” Pal said.

Local resident Shivam Rajput
claimed thatoncethe factorybe-
came operational, vehicles and
people from outside the village
began arriving there regularly.
“Onlythreepeople, includingthe
twomen whohave nowbeenar-
rested, were allowed inside. No
other villager had access to the
premises,” he claimed.

© GIVES GUARDS A SLIP AT PRISON ENTRANCE AFTER HANDCUFFS REMOVED

Days after Theni mass escape: Robbery accused
flees police custody in Coimbatore twicein 24 hrs

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, October 31

A ROBBERY accused escaped
from the Coimbatore Central
Prison complex after his hand-
cuffs were removed during ad-
mission, marking his second
escape from police custody in
24 hours and another security
breach days after 17 prisoners
fled ajail in Tamil Nadu’s Theni
district.

Raghavan, a native of
Annur in Coimbatore district,
had been brought to the prison
followingacourtorder. Person-
nel removed his handcuffs

while escorting him between
the firstand second gates of the
prison’s two-tier entrance sys-
tem. He allegedly broke away
and fled, promptingasearch by
Race Course police.

The previous evening, Rag-
havan had allegedly escaped
from Annur police station, only
tobe chased down and caught.
His latest escape came despite
tightened security at Coimba-
tore prison following the Theni
jailbreak.

On Wednesday, Central Re-
serve Police Force personnel
wearing protective gear and
helmets conducted a parade in-

side the complex, carrying la-
this in a demonstration of pre-
paredness for unrest.

Prisoners wereinstructed to
finish work and return to their
cells by 5.30 pm, half an hour
earlier than before. Staff were
directed to carry walkie-talkies
and lathis.

Established in 1872, the
prison houses about 2,300 con-
victs and remand prisoners.
Around 300 prison guards and
police personnel oversee secur-
ity, supported by CCTV cam-
eras and mobile phone
jammers.

Security was also reinforced

atthe prisoners’ ward in Coim-
batore Medical College and
Hospital, with a sub-inspector
and armed personnel deployed
atitsentrance.

Anaccused wanted in more
than 40 cheating cases in
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana had escaped from the
ward months earlier before
being recaptured.

The Coimbatore breach fol-
lows the October 26 escape at
Theni district jail, where 17 re-
‘mand prisoners fled afteralleg-
edly attacking staffwhen one of
them feigned aseizure. All have
since been brought back into

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

custody: 15 were caught and
two surrendered.

After theincident, the Tamil
Nadu government transferred
Director-General of Police
(Prisons) Sandeep Rai Rathore,
posting himas DGP/Chief Vigi-
lance Officer, Tangedco, Chen-
nai. KShankar, ADGP, Enforce-
ment Bureau-CID, was posted
as ADGP, Prisons and Correc-
tional Services. Theni Prison
Superintendent Nageshwaran
was suspended on Friday.

All17 remand prisonerswho
were recaptured will be shifted
to different prisons across the
state.

Pal said he had visited the
factory once in connection with
some work but was not allowed
inside. “They had installed a
heavy-duty generator to meet
the unit’s electricity require-
ments. The peoy there

*BRIEFLY

An excavator clears debris after a landslide triggered by rain
blocked the Kaipur-Gangabad road in Gajapati on Saturday. ani

ODISHA

12 missing in Ganjam landslide
triggered by Cyclone Arnab

AT LEAST 12 people have gone missing after alandslide
triggered by torrential rain under the influence of Cyclone
Arnab struck a hilltop hamlet in Odisha’s rain-battered
Ganjam district. Officials said the search operation had
beenintensified to trace the missing persons. The incident

occurred on Friday at

village under

block, located on a hilltop al

the Ganjam-K:

border, officials said. “The hamlet had a total population of
26,0f whom 13 people were relocated following heavy rain-
fall... So far, one person has been rescued alive and taken to
areliefshelter. A full-fledged rescue operation is still
underway to trace the remaining missing persons,” said
Odisha’s special relief commissioner Rajesh Patil. ENS

2 college students
electrocuted near
Hyderabad

TWO ENGINEERING stu-
dents died after coming
intocontact withan electric
wire ata paddy field on the
city outsKirts, police said on
Saturday.A group of 10 stu-
dents from a private engin-
eering college gathered at
anagricultural field late on
Friday night for abirthday
celebration, they said.The
students panicked after no-
ticing a patrol vehicle
approachingthemand rode
theirbikes into the fields,
while others ranon
foot.Soon after, they found
two of their friends lyingon
the ground. PTI

Engineer dies
during election
duty in Kota

AN ASSISTANT engineer
posted on poll duty as
Returning Officer in the Sar-
panchelection in Kotadis-
trict’s Kukdakhurd allegedly
died ofaheartattackduring
the counting of votes, offi-
cialssaid on Saturday.
Suresh Meena, an assistant
engineer at Kota Thermal
Power Station, was a native
of Kanwasareainthe
district. He was living with
his family in Kotaand was
servingasthe Returning of-
ficer during the Sarpanch
election in Kukdakhurd
Gram Panchayat on Friday,
they said.PTI

Engineer suspended
in MP over ‘voluntary
bribe’ remarks

Express News Service clearance ofa pending payment.
Bhopal, October 31 The contractor, Gaurav
Tomar, a contractor

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment has suspended a Panna-

told methatagulabjal manufac-
turingunitwasbeingsetupand
that its products would be sup-
plied to different districts and
states. Abrand-new car wasalso
parked inside the premises,” he
claimed. Itwas only after the raid
that Pal got to see the premises
from inside. “The manufactur-
ingunitwasinsideatinshed, oc-
cupyingaround 450square feet.
Three doors separated it from
the outside, and several large
containerswere keptinside,” the
pradhan said.

Police said Hemendra is
from Hamirpur district, while
Santosh hails from Mumbai.
Both had been living in Jalaun
in rented accommodation.

“Neither HemendranorSan-
toshhad any known association
with the villagers. We are sur-
prised how Shailendra, who is
unmarried and haslost both his
parentsrecently, cameintocon-
tact with them,” Pal said.

based executive engineer of the
‘Water Resources Department
after his remarks that he ac-
cepted money offered volun-
tarily, evenifhe did notdemand
it, went viral on social media.

CB Ahirwar, was suspended
with immediate effect through
an order issued by the depart-
ment on October 30. The sus-
pension order described his con-
duct as “unbecoming” of a
governmentservantand said his
remarksamounted toaviolation
of thestate’s service rules.

The action came two days
afterhe madetheremarkstothe
media following a Lokayukta
operation in which two em-
ployees of his department were
allegedly caught accepting a
bribe of Rs 45,000.

‘The Sagar Lokayukta police
‘had caught two Water

from Gwalior, was executing
construction work on a canal
sluice under the Majhgayan
Medium Project. According to
reports, three of his bills had
been cleared, while the depart-
ment employees were allegedly
demanding money for approv-
ing his fourth and final bill.
After Tomarapproached the
Lokayukta police, the complaint
was verified and a trap was laid.
Divisional accounts officer
DeepakSingh Parmarand assis-
tant grade-II employee Arvind
Kumar Pathak were allegedly
caught accepting the money.
Ahirwar was not among
those allegedly caught in the
operation. However, when
asked whether he had a fixed
percentage for contractors,
Ahirwar told the media: “...If
someone gives something will-
ingly, I'm happy with it. I tell
themt 1, brother, if

Department employees in
Panna on October 27, allegedly
acceptingRs 45,000 fromacon-
tractor in connection with the

you are giving it willingly, then
give it. T have no fixed percen-
tage. This has been the policy
sinceIjoined the office”.

Awidow,a toddy shopand a ﬁght'
tobreak Keralam’s glass ceiling

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
October 31

INJULY 2024, whenshe firstap-
proached a toddy shop where
herlate husband had worked in
Thrissur district’s Irinjalakuda
toddy range, Sophy Kunjupalu
was turned away — women
couldn’t be employed there be-
cause of the law. Instead of ac-
cepting it, Sophy chose to fight
back, taking the battle for her
right to work to court.

In August this year, that
battlect inaprogress-

toddy shops, saying it violated
the principles of equality.

But for Sophy, a resident of
Ponjanam in Thrissur who will
join the toddy shop either as a
saleswoman or managet, the
courtcasewasn’tagrand gender
battle. It wasa more fundamen-
tal fight for survival — workers
inthetoddy sectorearn between
Rs 35,000 and Rs 45,000 a
month, depending on sales.

In July 2024, two months
afterher husband’sdeath, Sophy
approached the shop, hopingto
secure a job on compassionate

i i 1er husband had

ive ruling — the Kerala High
Court struck down a clause bar-
ring women from working in

worked there. But her request
was turned down under Rule
7(37) of the Kerala Abkari Shops

and Disposal Rules, 2002, which
regulatesliquorand toddyshops
and prohibits the employment
of women in toddy shops.

Sophy petitioned the High
Court in August 2024. Oppos-
ing the petition, the govern-
ment argued that toddy shops
are often situated in remote
placesand that the rulemaking
authority was bound to ensure
women were not employed
there to safeguard their safety
and well-being.

After 28 rounds of hearings,
the courtheld thatthe provision
violated constitutional provi-
sions, rejecting the govern-
ment's argument that the rule
‘wasintended to protect women.
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Days after
Arnab, Andhra
bracesfor
anothercyclone

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, October 31

LESS THAN a week, after ‘se-
vere cyclone’ Arnab wrecked
havoc along its coast, Andhra
Pradesh will have to brace for
another cyclone.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said that a
cyclone would develop in the
southeast Bay of Bengal and
cross the Andhra Pradesh
coast at a location between
Nellore - Narsapur during
early hours on November 3.

On Saturday, awell-marked
low pressure area had devel-
oped along the southeast Bay
of Bengal, close to the Anda-
man and Nicobar islands in
the Andaman Sea.

Later in the day, it intensi-
fied into a depression and
moved west-northwestwards.
It will further move west-
northwestwards, the system is
expected to strengthen into a
deep depression during the
‘wee hours of Sunday.

“The system will intensify
further into a cyclonic storm
over southeast and west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal on Sunday.
It will reach near the Andhra
Pradesh coast around evening
of November 2,” the IMD said
late on Saturday night.

“It will cross south Andhra
Pradesh coast as a ‘severe’
cyclonic storm with wind
speed of 100 to 110 km per hour
gusting to 120 km per hour be-
tween Nellore and Narsapur,”
the national weather agency
added.

As per the latest satellite
imagery and IMD’supdates on
Saturday, the system was lo-
cated about 960 km east-
southeast of Chennai, 980 km
southeast of Visakhapatnam
and 1,030 km southeast of Ma-
chilipatnam and 1,080 km
east-southeast of Ongole.

Once the cyclone develops,
it will be identified as Murasu,
or ‘drum’ in Tamil.

PANCHKULA SCHOOL HORROR

Class 3 student attacks 6-yr-old with
brick, takes victim’s father to the spot

Girl stable; school
booked for
negligence; govt
forms probe panel
Express News Service
Panchkula, October 31

A KINDERGARTEN student
was grievously injured when an
eight-year-old student allegedly
attacked her with a brickand a

is undergoing treatment at
PGIMER, Chandigarh. She re-
gained consciousness on Satur-
day, thethird day of her hospital-
isation, and her condition has
improved, Panchkula DCP Aditi
Singh said.

During investigation prima
facielapses on partofschool ad-
ministration came o fore follow-
ingwhichan FIR has been regis-
tered under relevant sections of
the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protectionof Children) Act, 2015,
and relevant BNS provisions.

“The case will be investi-

flower potinsic yclass-
roomatagovernmentschoolin
Haryana’s Panchkula, said the
police.

Thegirl, whosustained facial
fractures, includinganasal frac-
ture in the October 28 incident,

gatedt , impartially
and seriously,” DCP Singh said.
The Haryana government
constituteda five-membercom-
mitteetoprobe theincidentand
ordered acomprehensivesafety
auditofschoolsacross the state.

AICTE unveils four
schemes to boost
innovation, research

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, October 31

THE ALL India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
on Saturday launched four
schemes under infrastructure
and capacity building (IDC) in-
itiatives to strengthen experi-
ential learning, research and
improve the quality of techni-
cal education.

The fourschemes, unveiled
for the current academic year,
are the IDEA Lab, Grant for Or-
ganizing Conference (GOC),
Modernisation and Re-struc-
turing for Outcome Based Sys-
tem (MODROBS), and Marg-
darshan Scheme. Eligible
institutes will get financial as-
sistance, said officials.

Inview of the
cyclone, Andhra Pradesh and
Rayalaseema are bracing for
very heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall (115mm - 200mm or
more in 24-hours) on Novem-
ber2and3.

Rajasthan: Amid
probe against
IAS officer, his
IPS wife removed
from post

HamzaKhan
Jaxpur, October 31

ADAY after the Rajasthan gov-
ernment approved an investi-
gation by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) into senior IAS
officer Shikhar Agrawal over
allegations of collusion with a
private firm, the state govern-
ment placed his wife, IPS of-
ficer Prashakha Mathur, on
Awaiting Posting Order (APO),
citing “administrative reasons”.

A 1995-batch IPS officer,
Mathur was posted as Addi-
tional Director General in
charge of Planning, Modernisa-
tionand Welfare.

On Friday, the government
approved an ACBinvestigation
into Agrawal after the bureau
said its assessment indicated
“prima facie evidence” of al-
leged collusion between him
and the firm. According to the
ACB, Agrawal allegedly col-
luded with a private firm,
“abusing his position and in-
fluence, thereby conferring
undue benefits upon himself
and the related company, and
causing substantial financial
loss to the state government.”

‘Near human habitat’: Bengal minister in

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, October 31

THE WEST Bengal Govern-
ment on Saturday announced
that it plans to capture the ti-
gress that strayed into Assam
last week, travelling 100 km
from Buxa Tiger Reserve, and
bring it back.

The tigress, Doars Rani,
brought from Bihar and re-
leased into Buxa on October 2
as part of Bengal’s first reloca-
tion programme, has already
killed three domesticated pigs
and four piglets after it entered
Raimona National Park in
Assam. The tigress was located
first near Hatigarh village and
then near Narayanpur village.

Forest Minister Manoj

“These foursc
portant steps towards fulﬁllmg

the aspirations of our country.
ThroughIDEA Labs, we canen-
courage students to develop
new ideas and translate them
into practical solutions. It is
time to rethink our teaching
‘methods, promote experimen-
tation and make our classrooms
more interactive and student-
centric,” said Yogesh Singh,
chairman of AICTE.

AICTE Member Secretary
Shyama Rath encouraged insti-
tutions to utilise the opportun-
ities being offered by AICTE to
strengthen their capabilities
and improve learning out-
comes for students.

‘The IDEA Lab scheme pro-
motes hands-on learning
through the concept of “learn-
ing by doing”, enabling stu-
dents to apply STEM concepts
toreal-world

The government will also bear
the girl’s entire treatment cost.
The Haryana State Commission
for Protection of Child Rights,
which has taken suo motu cog-
nisance of the incident, said the
child was now out of danger.

CCTV footage of theincident
shows the Class 3 student grab-
bing the 6-year-old by her hair
and repeatedly banging her
head against a desk. After she
falls, he kicks her and hits her
with a brick and a flower pot
multiple times, continuing the
assault even after she loses con-
sciousness.Inanothervideo, the
boyisseenreturningtotheclass-
room after some time and at-
tacking her again with the brick
and stomping on her.

The girl’s uncle said the boy
had lured her toan empty class-

room on the pretext that her
father was calling her.

“She went upstairs to her
classroom at around 3.15 pm.
The assault probably took place
between 4.15 pm and 4.30 pm.
The boy told her, “Tere papa aa
rahe hain school’ (your father is
coming to school), and took her
toanother classroom,” he said.

The uncle alleged that the
boy hit her seven to eight times
with a brick, banged her head
against abench and also struck
herwithar i dustbin.

hermet her father and told him,
“Uncle, I will take you upstairs.
She is there’. Her father found
her lying unconscious in a pool
of blood. She had been lying
there for more than two hours,”
thegirl'sunclesaid.

The family said the school
subsequently examined the
CCTV footage and called the
boy’s parents. The boy allegedly
narrated the incident when
questioned by a teacher.

A Panchkula police team

He then left the room but re-
turnedaround halfan hour later
and attacked her again. The
family came to know about the
incidentwhen theautorickshaw
driver arrived to pick up the girl
but could not find her.

“The boy who had attacked

took the eight-year-old boy to
PGIMER on Saturday foramen-
tal health assessment. DCP
Singh said the assessment is
mandatory in cases involving
children between seven and 12
years of age. A Juvenile Justice
Board latersenttheboytoanob-
servation home in Ambala.

New IAF chieftakes charge

Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh (left) with Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, who assumed charge as
the Indian Air Force chief, in New Delhi on Saturday. pi

{ SANJAY GUPTA - 19692026 }

Filmmaker who brought Hollywood-inspired crime thrillers home

Tarantino grunge, slo-mo staple

Alaka Sahani
&Apoorva Agashe
Mumbai, October 31

FILMMAKER SANJAY Gupta,
who created a distinctive space
for himself in Hindi cinema
through gangster dramas, crime
thrillersand stylised action films
like Kaanteand Shootout at Wa-
dala, died after falling in the
kitchen of his Mumbai residence
Friday night. He was 57.

“This (Saturday) morning we
received information that (San-
jay) Gupta was found at his resi-
dence in an unconscious state.
He was rushed to a hospital
where the doctors declared him
dead. We have registered an
ADR (Accidental Death Report)
and will investigate,” said zonal
DCP Purshottam Karad.

According to police, Gupta’s
head hitasharp object when he
slipped in the kitchen and re-
mained unattended for hours.
“Prima facie, the incident took
place around 2.30 am when
Gupta was in the kitchen. He
slipped and his head banged
against a sharp object. He was
leftunattended, duetowhich he

Sanjay Gupta with Sanjay Dutt. ExPRESS ARCHIVE

“Hiswife, theirtwochildrenand
the househelp were on the first
floor and they did not realise he
had fallen. In the morning, the
family saw him,” police said.
“We do not suspect any foul
play,” police said. Gupta’s body
had been sent for postmortem.
Sanjay Gupta, whose career
spanned three decades, often
drew inspiration from American
and South Korean action
thrillers, but brought his own
styleand swagtohismovies. His
preoccupation with crime, ac-
tion and morally ambiguous
ident from his

might hisin-
juries,” the police said.
His wife, Anu Lekhi — they

remarried in 2009, five years
after their divorce — their son
Shivansh and daughter Dalai
were at home at the time of the
incident, butdid not realise that
Guptawas lyingunconsciousin
the ground floor of the house.

Oraon visited Assam on Satur-
day and held a meeting with
forest department officials of
both Bengal and Assam. The
minister said that the Assam
government would write tothe
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) for per-
mission to cage it.

“Had thetigress been in Rai-
mona forest, we would have let
itbe. Butsinceitislocated near
human habitat and hasalready
killed domesticated animals,
we have decided to captureand
cageit. Kali Pujaand Diwaliare
coming, and people will burst
crackers. This will disturb the
tigress. That’s why we plan to
captureit,” Oraon told reporters
in Assam. The minister said
they expect to get the per-

directorial debut, Aatish (1994),
amulti-starrer featuring Sanjay
Dutt, Karisma Kapoor, Raveena
Tandon and Aditya Pancholi.
With potboilers that fol-
lowed, including Hameshaa,
Khauff, Ram Shastra and Jung,
Gupta punched a mix of thrills
and action, but did not make a

mission from NTCA on Satur-
day. “We have already written
to the Assam government. I
have spoken to the chief min-
ister (Suvendu Adhikari) too.
Our teams are ready. We will
start operations to capture and
cage the tiger from tomorrow.”

According to sources, sig-
nals from theradio collar of the
tigress failed on Thursday, fol-
lowing which search teams of
the Bengal and Assam forest
departments were pressed into
action. But on Friday, her posi-
tion was located.

Oraon said that the borders
of Bengal, Assam, and Bhutan
are man-made, which the ani-
mal does not know.

“Theanimal’s basic instinct,
after release, is to explore the

bigimpact at the box office.
Eight years after his direc-
torial debut, Gupta made
much-talked about Kaante, a
heist thriller he co-wrote and
directed, withan ensemble cast
of Amitabh 1, Sanjay

suchas Dus Kahaniyaan (2007),
Acid Factory (2009) and Pankh
(2010) under his White Feather
Films banner. Among his other
significant directorial outings
was Kaabil (2017), featuring Hri-
thik Roshan as a visually im-
paired man who sets out to
avenge a personal tragedy.

In an interview earlier this
year, Gupta had revealed plans
for a sequel to Kaante, a project
delayed by legal issues.

In his social media post,
Sanjay Dutt remembered their
years of friendship and said he
will make Kaante 2. “Iwill miss
you, our conversations and all
thetimes we spent together. We
werejustdiscussing Kante 2 re-
cently, I will make Kaante 2
your dream, in memory of you
my brother...”

Fi ‘Hansal Mehtare-

Duttand Suniel Shetty. Kaante
showcased Gupta’s distinctive
visual signature, marked by
dramaticlighting, slow-motion
action, sharp editing and sty-
lised violence.

‘While Kaante drew inspira-
tion from crime thrillers such
as Quentin Tarantino’s Reser-
voir Dogs, John Houston’s The
Asphalt Jungle, Stanley Ku-
brick’s The Killing, and Ringo
Lam’s City on Fire, another
much-discussed film of his,
Zinda (2006), featuring his fre-
quent collaborators Dutt and
John Abraham, was based on
Park Chan-wook’s Oldboy.

Asaproducer, he made films

called how he had stood by him
duringadifficult phase. “Iwatc-
hed some of the best films of my
life in his theatre. I borrowed
some of the best books I've read
from his shelves,” Mehta wrote.
Hailing Gupta as a “stylish film-
maker”, director Rahul Dholakia
said he was among the first to
use trailers and cut promos o
pitch filmideastc

Shubhra Gupta
New Delhi, October 31

SANJAY GUPTA was one of
those mainstream directors
who found their voice in rip-off
Korean cinema, but continued
tobe heard inthe last few years,
even when the quality of his
work had dipped considerably,
simply because he had the
courage to question.

His most films

Class 10 student,

friend attacked with
chainsaw in Andhra
school, accused held

Sreenivas Janyala
Hyderabad, October 31

AISYEAR-OLD Class 10student
of azilla parishad school in An-
antapur district, Andhra Pra-
desh, wasseriously injured after
a21-year-old man allegedly en-
tered her classroom and at-
tacked her with a mechanised
chainsaw on Friday.

‘Thegirlsuffered deep cutsto
herneckand abdomen, and her
right hand was nearly severed.
Another girl, who tried to inter-
vene, was also injured. Both are
battling fortheirlivesata private
hospital, said the police.

Theaccused, arelativeof the
girl, wasarrested from Dharma-
varam railway station. He is a
wholesale tomato vendor. Po-
lice teams are investigating the
circumstancessurrounding the
incident.

The family of the Class 10 girl
is still struggling to come to
terms with the incident. They
said they are unable to under-
stand why she was targeted.

“She hardly spoke with any-
one. She is shy and only inter-
ested in herstudies. Sheis close
only to the friend who tried to
protect her. We do not know if
he spoke with her or pursued
her. Every morning, she went
by autorickshaw toschool with
otherstudentsand returned in
the same vehicle,” one relative
said. Her brother said: “Sheisa
brilliant student.”

Anantapuram Circle In-
spector C Srikanth said the
school's main gate was closed
and all students were in their
classrooms when the incident
occurred. Around 10.30 am,
when a Class 10 mathematics
lesson was underway, the
school watchman went inside
tofetchabucket of water for the
plantson the premises. The ac-
cused allegedly entered the
school during that time.

Police said eyewitness ac-

their grey avatars. Kaante's bad
quotient is still something to
watch, and it remainsoneof the
few films of that era which can
match up to actioners of today.
Samewith Zinda, oneof San-
jay Dutt’s more memorable
films, which gave his hard-
edged character a softer side.
Yes, it was based on OldBoy,
though there was nothing offi-
cial about it, but it delivered, in
pades, oni fbeinga

‘may not have been original, but
were stylish and entertaining.
When Kaante released in 2002,
itbecameahuge hit. Theslo-mo
walk, a clutch of Bollywood sta-
1s, led by the redoubtable Ami-
tabh Bachchan, flanked by San-
jay Dutt, Suniel Shetty and co,
was a memorable moment. Till
then, it had been an Ajay Devgn
trademark; post-Kaante, it be-
camethethingthat truebaddies
had todoto pass the cred-test.
Itwasn'tasifdirectorsbefore
him hadn’t done crime thrillers
but Gupta’s distinctive stylised
grunginess, and his grey-green
palette, laced with kinetic doses
of Killi

tributors. Actor- dlrec‘lorAnu—
pamKhershared that Guptawas
“an encyclopaedia of films”.
“You could ask him practically
anything about movies, and a
conversation would remind you
howmuch heloved theworld he
belonged to.”

The 3-year-old tigress, T-138, has killed 3 domesticated pigs and
four piglets near forest villages in Assam. FiLe

area and then settle down; like
what happened in the case of ti-
gress Zeenat, which travelled

epaperindianexpress:.com .. .

fromSimlipal toJharkhand and
then Bengal. It was captured in
Bengal,” hesaid.

lling each other,
heavily influenced by Quentin
Tarantinoand the S Koreans, be-
came his very own.

There’s a thrill of a very par-
ticular kind to watch actors,
togged outinmafia-styletrench
coats, who had mostly done
goody-two-shoe roles, enjoy

“The tigress is safe now, and
we know its location. It has
covered around 100 km and
even crossed a national high-
‘way. We are calling it Doars
Rani,” Oraon added.

Accordingtosources, teams
from Bengal and Assam are
placed in the area where the ti-
gress is presently located.
‘Teams equipped with trap door
cagesand tranquiliser gunsare
waiting for a go-ahead for the
mission.

In December 2024, tigress
Zeenat, hailing from Simlipal
in Odisha, travelled 300 km,
crossed Jharkhand and entered
Bengal. It was later tranquilised
and caged in Bankura.

According to sources in As-
sam’s Raimona National Park,

satisfying bone-cruncher.

You can count Shootout At
Wadala and Mumbai Saga in
the list of his box office succe-
sses. But the one film he made
with a highly unusual co-
mbination of Irrfan Khan and
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan was a
flop. WhileIwas working on my
bookonrrfan, [asked himexac-
tly how he chose an actor like
Irrfan for a film like Jazbaa, he
shared an interesting anecdote.

They had got to know each
other when Irrfan was working
in one of his productions, Acid
Factory, back in 2009. During
their conversations, Irrfan had
askedtobecastinafilminwhich
he could get to do a Salman
Khan-like cop, with his one-
liners, and was thrilled when he
got to know that he would be

counts indicate that the man
may have been waitingoutside
theschool for several hours be-
fore the attack. The girl's
brother is also reported to be
studying at the same school.
“The familyis distraught and is
not in a position to give a state-
ment. We have to establish if
there was any connection be-
tween the suspect and the girl
before the attack,” a police of-
ficer said.

The Zilla Parishad school
has several CCTV cameras and
police have collected the re-
cordings. With the incident
leaving students and teachers
shaken, the school will remain
closed on Monday. A multi-dis-
ciplinary team of doctors is
treating the girl and her friend.
They may be shifted toasuper-
speciality hospital in Benga-
luru for advanced treatment.

The incident has triggered
outrageacross Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, with politicians
and citizens expressing con-
cern. Chief Minister N Chandra-
babu Naidu expressed deep an-
guish over the attack. He spoke
to officials to enquire about the
girl'scondition. Hedirected the
medical team to accord her the
highest priority and provide the
best possible care.

Condemning the attack, he
said those who target young
girls inside schools have no
placeinsociety. Naidu spoke to
the student's mother over the
phoneand assured her that the
accused would be punished.
He assured the family that
every possible effort would be
made to save the student’s life.

Education Minister N Lo-
kesh Naidu expressed deep
shockovertheincident. “Wewill
crushsuchmaniacs withaniron
fist... There will be no leniency
for anyone—no matter how
powerful they may be—who
shows negligence regarding the
safety of children,” he warned.

bring gravitas as well as come
commercial viability, of which
hewasthe perfect combination
atthat point”. That film, regard-
less of its box-office status, gave
Irrfan two of his most memor-
able lines, the first being: toh
kya main Singham banke
ghumu?You could literally feel
Irrfan, an actor known for his
serious performances, crackup
while delivering that line.

And the other, ‘mohabbat
hain is liye jaane diya... zidd
hoti toh baahon mein hoti’. If
anyoneelse had said that line, it
would have sounded corny,
Guptatold me, butintheway he
delivered the line, you knew
Irrfan was being honest.

Oneofthosesteeped-in-old-
school-Bollywood walas who
hadnoillusionsabout theindus-
try he belonged to, he was out-
spokenabout many of the things
his contemporarieshad stopped
commentingon —ararity given
the growing anti-Bollywood
sentiment in last few years. He
tracked new filmsandshowson
OTT, and was generous with his
praisewhen heliked something,
notsomething most filmmakers
are prone to. They were also in-
dicative of a filmmaker with
spine, whoused mainstreamde-

working with Aishwarya.
Guptasaid he couldn’t think

of anybody else for that role, as

hewanted “anactorwhowould

the tigress is presently located
at Narayanpur village in Gos-
saingaon sub-division in Kok-
rajhar district.

Afterentering Assam seven

iceswithad ‘panacheto
tellhisbrand of stories, top-lined
by colourful goons and gang-
sters, and a few good guys.

Assam as teams move to capture tigress

significantly affected the con-
ditions needed tosustainaresi-
denttiger population, the Min-
istry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change had said in

daysago, thetig located
first near Hatigarh village and
then Narayanpur village. It has
already killed three domesti-
cated pigs and four piglets.
Tigress Doars Rani aka T-
138'sintroduction in Buxa Tiger
Reserve, a protected forestand
national park spanning ap-
proximately 760 square km in
West Bengal’s Alipurduar dis-
trict, was partofalarger reintro-
duction plan. Historically an
important tiger landscape in
North Bengal, habitat degrada-
tion, changes inland use and a
declinein prey availability have

a

The tigress’s release was
meant to markthe beginning of
aphased recovery.

Afterbeingtranquilised and
caged in Valmiki Tiger Reserve
in Bihar, the tigress was flown
inonamilitary aircraft to Hasi-
mara Air Force Station in Ali-
purduar early on September 30.
It was then taken to the Rajab-
hatkhawa forest area under
Buxa Tiger Reserve.

OnOctober2, Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari released the
tigressintothe wild from its2.2-
hectare soft enclosure.
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Rupee slide: Panicis no policy

OFFTHERECORD

BY P VAIDYANATHAN IYER

HEREIS some panicabout the
falling rupee in a section of
Delhi, the country’s capital,
which makes policy. Such
nervousness generally gets
amplified when transmitted to Mumbai,
the city which makes and regulates finan-
cial markets. Aweek or ten days back, adis-
cussion paper by the Reserve Bank of India
captured this phenomenon just perfectly:
to address Delhi’s anxieties, the RBI pro-
posed ideas to control dollar outflows,
‘which did well only to alarm everyone.
The RBI is learnt tol have proposed dis-
allowing residentir msending
money abroad for buying real estate and
shares, overseas direct investment, open-
ingbankaccounts, and givingloans to NRI
relatives under the Liberalised Remittance
Scheme (LRS). Further, the LRS limit for all
current account transactions, including
overseas travel, but excluding health and
education, may be reduced to $50,000 a
year from $2,50,000 a year, it has suggested.
It is a drastic measure, and a typical

bureaucratic response to a situation when
there are no easy and quick solutions. Put
verysimply, afall in rupee can be stemmed
either by strong dollar inflows or by ration-
ing dollar outflows. Given the flux in the
global financial markets, foreign investors
are not necessarily queueing up to invest
in India. And strong macroeconomic fun-
damentals alone do not guarantee robust
FDI or FPI inflows. So, RBI thinks restrict-
ingdollar outflows, which is under its con-
trol, can help - afterall, LRS remittancesin

2025-26stood at roughly $29 billion dollars. Mumbaiis
First things first: What is the getting to hear
panicall about? two confusing
Therupeeisdepreciating, andfast.Inthe  messages from
last 12 months, it has fallen by almost 7 per B B
centto94.95 from 88.84 against the US dol- Delhl' Oneisof
lar. This matters because it makes imports  Panic over the
expensive. So,abarrel of crudeoil valuedat ~ depreciating
$100 will now cost Rs 9495 compared with rupee —whatis
Rs8,884ayearago. Similarly, gold. It makes . :
foreign tms\,/el a?fi educatioz t%o expensive. RBI domg with
To save dollars and arrest the rupee  SUCh huge
fall, the PM exhorted people to cut fuel  reserves. The
consumption, avoid gold purchases, and  gtheris - no
postpone overseas travel to save dollars. d
Dampening the demand for dollars bodes "ee 0
well for the rupee. On its part, the RBIsold intervene, let
dollars, or bought rupees, to shore upits  the rupee find
value. It also hiked the key policy rate;  jts floor. Both
higher interest rates make rupee assets
like bonds attractive for foreign investors, ar§ fra_ught
and facilitate its appreciation. But no- ~ Withrisks

thingreally helped. The market continues

-
INSIDETRACK | By CoomiKaPoOR

MODIFYING MINORITY GROUP

Inthe1990s, whenthe Essar group attempted atakeover of
the Tamilnad Mercantile Bank, the Nadar community pro-
tested whatittermed a “Marwari outsider” acquisition of their
bank. Even though Essar had purchased the majority of the
shares, the RBIrefused toletthe group control thebank’s man-
agement. Incontrast, the Parsi community initially was largely
silent over what many others perceived as a Tamil Brahmin
backdoor takeover of the 150-year-old qumtessentlally Parsi

i 10use, TataSons, without

Therecently appointed Parsirepresentative of the Minorities
Commission, Berjis Desai, alawyer and author of Modi’s Mission,
believes the Tata controversy does not fall within his brief, as
the Tata Trusts are secular charities. Former commission
member Kersi Deboo, however, disagrees, pomtmg out that
themajorachievementduring histent

to bet the rupee will fall.

Theglobal storm: Why India
finds itselfin a tight spot

Crude oil prices have topped $115 a bar-
rel, and there is no respite from the two
wars — Russia-Ukraine and Israel/ US-Tran.
US President Donald Trump is difficult,
and Chinastrategically leverages its domi-
nance in manufacturing, rare earths, elec-
tricvehicle batteries, solar panels, etc, while
dealing with India and others. All this has
kept most countries on tenterhooks, and
markets hate uncertainty.

Meanwhile, the US government con-
tinues to borrow, leading to rising yields,
making the greenback attractive relative to
other currencies. The difference inyields be-
tween 10-year US bonds (about 5 per cent)
and Government of India bonds (about 7.5
per cent) is probably at its two-decade low
0f 2-2.5 per cent. What this means is foreign
investors would rather invest in US bonds
sincethey donothave toworryabout rupee
depreciation or inflation.

Further, US companies in the Artificial
Intelligence space and building large lan-
guage models are attracting whatever re-
mainingdollar is available. India, unfortu-
nately, does not really have any Al play. So,
alongwith other emerging markets, it finds
itself in a difficult situation.

What'’s lacking: Conveying a
coherent strategy
India’s macro fundamentals are good.

Growth is robust, inflation is under con-
trol, and the government is fiscally pru-
dent. Lacklustre private sector invest-
ment, stagnant wages and lack of enough
jobs continue to be sentiment dampeners.

RBI is estimated to have sold $75-80
billion during June-October defending
the rupee. Its outstanding net forward
sales (contracts to sell dollars on a future
date at an exchange rate agreed upon
today) stood at $239 billion in September
end. At $720 billion, foreign exchange re-
serves are comfortable. More cushion is
always better.

Mumbai is getting to hear two confus-
ing messages from Delhi. One is of panic
over the depreciating rupee - what is
RBI doing with such huge reserves. The
other is - no need to intervene, let the
rupee find its floor. Both are fraught with
risks. And, what is surprising is that the
institution of RBI has reacted to Delhi in
the most possible defensive manner.
Curbing LRS outflows may result in
spreading the panic further than stabilis-
ing the rupee.

What the market is lookmg for is pro-
bably credible communication that ac-
knowledges the vulnerabilities - that, like
many other countries, India is also caught
in a global capital vortex. It would be
happy with a near-term coherent strategy.

The writer is Managing Editor,
The Indlian Express.
Offthe Record is a fortnightly column

A fire that devastated ariver —

and sparked its re]uvenatlon

HISTORY HEADLINE
BY HARIKISHAN SHARMA

W \XACTLY 40 years ago, there was a
_{ fire in an agrochemical warehouse
f Sandoz near Basel, Switzerland,
p n November1,1986. To control the
flame, firemen used gallons of water, which

washed tonnes of toxic into the
i ir

munity properties in Valsad, Navsari, Thane, Bharuch, Surat
and elsewhere from encroachers, including government
agencies. Lastweek, Deboowrote to PM Modi, urging protection
forthe Tatagroup’s philanthropiclegacyand charitableshare-
holding. He was not seeking an exemption from the law, but
requesting that the law be applied fairly. Six major Parsi and
Zoroastrian organisations, in India and abroad, have finally
‘woken up and written to the government, objecting to recent
attempts to undermine the renowned Parsi business house.

The Gujarati-speaking Parsis’initial complacent careless-
ness was perhaps because they assumed that Modiand Amit
Shah have a special affection for their community, which,
unlike most minorities, supported Modi in 2014. It has come
asarude shock that the PM has not intervened in the messy
Tataimpasse. B: iewassignificant the fact that
the Ministry of External Affairsarranged ameetinglast fortnight
between USSecretary of State MarcoRubioand N Chandrase-
karanwh intmentaschairmanof Tata een

and other aquatic life. The visuals of dead
fish floating to riverbanks sent shockwaves
across Europe. Theincident was close onthe
heelsoftwo environmental disasters, Bhopal
(December, 1984) and Chernobyl (April,
1986), images of which were fresh in public
memory. The ministers ofthe Rhine riparian
countries, Switzerland, France, Germany,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, met at Rot-
terdam on December 19, 1986, and asked
the International Commission for the Pro-
tection of the Rhine (ICPR) to draw up a
plan. The ICPR drafted the Rhine Action
Programme (RAP), which was approved on
October 1,1987.

TheRAPaimed atachlevmgthree results

not merely claims. I have observed and
studied the Rhine rejuvenation programme
asafellowofthe Media Ambassadors India-
Germany programme, sponsored by the Ro-
bertBosch Stiftung in May-July 2015. During
mystay in Germany, I visited sewageand in-
dustrial treatment plants in Koblenz and
Ludwigshafen and interacted with the ICPR

; nBridgein Colog pl

attach locks and throw keys into the Rhine

terion for outdoor bathing). In Delhi, the
BOD levels in Yamuna water are several
times this limit. The faecal coliform is also
several timesthe desirable value of SO0 most
probable number (MPN) and permissible
level of 2500 MPN per 200 ml.

The occasional outrage over the condi-
tions of rivers has failed so far to shake so—

officials, chemical industry ives
and officials responsible for STP operations.
They talked about how their focus is nowon
checking mi pharmaceuti-
calresiduesfrom flowingintothe river. Apart
from the achievements shown in the data
and technical report, what attracts one’s at-
tention is the river’s clean current carrying

by 2000. First, higher species pi in
theRhii orinstance, salmon) mustbeable

challenged before the Company Law Board — and not Noel
Tata, thebona fide head of the Tata Trusts (After hisretirement
as Foreign Secretary, S. Jaishankar worked for the Tatas fora
‘year). RBIGovernorSanjay Malhotra’s recent publiccomment
ontheTata’sneed tolistwas certainlyunorthodoxtoo. Theele-
phantintheroomactuallyisnotlistingalone, but theinsidious
attempt by the Maharashtra charities’ commissioner to bar
thetwo main Tata trusts from votingon the group chairman’s
dubious appointment, citing hastily drafted and legally am-
biguous amendments to the Maharashtra Public Trusts Act
that were rushed through the state legislature 2025-end.

HALALSTYLE, NOT JHATKA

There have been nomajorupheavalsin PMModi’s Cabinet
sinceJuly2021, when RaviShankar Prasad, Prakash Javadekar
and Harsh Vardhan were abruptly dropped. Although the
mediahas frequently speculated on ministerial reshufflesin
the offing, since June 2024, in Modi 3.0, there have been only
minorchangesatthe MoSlevel. Theonly jhatkawasthe forced
ouster of Dharmendra Pradhan in July in the wake of the stu-
dents’agitation. Ministers of state George Kurianand Ravneet
Singh Bittu quietly demitted office after their Rajya Sabha
terms were not renewed and returned to their h

to return there. Second, the use of Rhine
water for drinking water supplies must con-
tinue to be possible in the future. Third, the
sediment must not be polluted with harmful
substances. More wastewater treatment
plants were built, accident-prevention
measures were optimised, watercourses
toamorer andthe
connectivity between the main course of the
Rhine, its tributaries and the North Sea was
improved. Rhine’s water quality has since
“improved significantly compared with the
period beforetheaccident”, accordingtothe
ICPR. “TheRhine now serves asa habitat for
more than 70 species of fish once again, and
species that had previously become extinct
in the river have returned, some of them as
part of joint reintroduction efforts (salmon,
allisshad),” its statement noted. The salmon
‘became the mascot of Rhine rejuvenation.
ICPR'swords, I cansay with certainty, are

shipsand 1g. The cleanwaterand
infrastructure have connected the river to
the people. The Hohenzollern Bridge, which
crosses the Rhine River right next to the Co-
logne Cathedral, has become an attraction.
Couples come from far away, attach en-
graved padlocks to the bridge’s chain-link
fencingand throw keysinto the Rhine River
asasymbol of everlasting love.

Soon, we will celebrate Diwali, followed
by Chhath. Somestrikingimagesof Chhath,
women standing knee-deep in the white
toxicfoam of Yamunaatghatsin Delhi, have,
of late, caught the public eye, but not trig-
gered theresponsethese visualswarrant. Ya-
muna is comparable to the Rhine in length,
but has remained one of the most polluted
river stretches (PRS) in the country. In fact,
‘Yamuna’s most polluted stretch is in Delhi.
APRSistwo or more polluted locationsona
river, in a continuous sequence, with Bio-
chemlcal Oxygen Demand (BOD): exceedmg

litre (the water quality cri-

ciety i Buildinginsti
launchmg initiatives are pre-conditions for
g river ing, but: i hes

needa calalyst In India, initiatives to save
rivers were launched decades ago — The
‘Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act1974, The Environment (Protection) Act,
1986, Ganga Action Plan-I (June 1985), Ya-
muna Action Plan (1993), National Ganga
River Basin Authority (2009), National
Mission for Clean Ganga (2011), Namami
Gange (2014) and National Ganga Council
(2016) —but havenotyielded thedesired out-
comes. The devastation to the Rhine reson-
ated i in the Parliament, when Congress MP
GS question
in the Lok Sabha on November 12,1986. Re-
plying, then environment minister Bhajan
Lalsaid there were 14 polluted riversin India
and Rs3,000 crorewould be required toclean
them. Sincethen, morethan eighttimesthat
amount hasbeenspent—Rs24,298.32crore
— on just two rivers, the Ganga and the Ya-
muna, through GAP Phase I & IT (Rs 938.57
crore), YAPPhase &I (Rs1,514.80 crore) and
Namami Gange (Rs 21,844.95 crore). How-
ever, polluted river stretches and locations
increased to 296 on 271 rivers in 2025.

The writer is Senior Assistant Editor,
The Indian Express

Turning
democracyinto
afarce

L= f
FIFTHCOLUMN

BY TAVLEEN SINGH

[OR ME, the defining image from last week was of the

Prime Minister gently fondling and feeding calvesina

Gujarati dairy. He smiled benignly down at the calves

and they, in their fashion, smiled benignly back at him.
He was so happy with these pictures that he posted them on
Instagram, saying that these were special moments from his
visit to Gujarat. Did he do this to increase his popularity on the
social media platform that the Cockroach Janta Party today
understands better than any mainstream Indian political
party? Perhaps.

‘What can be said for sure is that Narendra Modi seemed to
want to get as far away from the political events in Delhi as poss-
ible. Personally, Iunderstand and sympathise with his need to
flee the polluted air of our capital city at a time when it is about
togetalot more polluted because we Indians find it hard to cel-
ebrate Diwali without firecrackers. Modi may also have wanted
to distance himself from the clampdown his government has
ordered, in which thousands of posts on social media have been
censored. For the first time, one of my posts was reduced to a
black frame the size of a postage stamp, and I was told that it
would not be visible in India. I have no idea what was in this
censored post.

Other things were going on in Delhi that Modi would have
liked to stay well away from. The Congress Party’s rally today
inRamlila Maidan being one of them. Why thisrally is happen-
ingjust before we celebrate our most important festival remains
amystery. What is clear is that the Congress Party believes that
after thousands of supporters gathered in the streets of Delhi
toshow approval of Rahul Gandhi, they are now in the political
driving seat once more. It certainly looks as if there are bad
times ahead for the Modi government and the BJP.

Itwas these thoughts I was mulling over before Isat down
to write this piece, and then came a piece of news that re-
minded me Modi can continue to rely on Rahul to help him
out of a difficult spot. Somehow, I had missed the news that
the Congress Party was planning a ‘public impeachment’ of
the Chief Election Commissioner. When I1did hear of it, [ was
not just astounded but seriously worried about whether our
oldest political party has now been reduced to a circus filled
with clowns.

If schoolchildren had come up with a mock impeachment
of Gyanesh Kumar, they would have been advised by their wiser
teachers that charades were a bad idea in the high realms of
governance and politics. Ifthe Cockroach Janta Party had come
upwith thisidea, it could be dismissed as the idiocy of novices,
but when the once-mighty Congress Party reduces serious
political issuestoafarce, it is much harder to forgive. How does
it help the case against the Election Commission to impeach
the ChiefElection Commissioner in this mock trial? If anything,
it helps the BJP prove that the opposition parties are not inter-
ested in saving democracy at all.

Thi *sexcellent investigation into the function-
ing of the Election Commission is what gave everyone good
reason todemand answers. Rahul Gandhi’s minions like to say
that it was he who came up with the ‘vote chori’ idea. He did
indeed, and it made no difference to the voters he was trying
toappeal to. The Congress Party failed to make it an issue of na-
tional importance until the ‘cockroaches’ came up with catchy
slogans and huge rallies. All this will now have been in vain be-
cause of this ‘public impeachment’.

The Congress Party suffers from severe amnesia, or it
‘would remember that its own record of appointing election
commissioners is not exactly glorious. Many could and should
have been impeached many times over for the way elections
were conducted in troubled states like Bihar. A whole case
study on how not to conduct elections could be done on the
way they were conducted in the former state of Jammu and
Kashmir for decades.

It is my view that even when elections are rigged in favour
of a particular party, it cannot change the course of an entire
election. Exceptin Kashmir. In this state, it wasa rigged election
in1987that many pundits believe was what made young Kash-
mirislose faith in Indian democracy and flee across the border
into the Islamist Republic next door to return as violent jihad-
ists. The men whosstarted this new chapter in Kashmir’s tragic
history contested in that ill-fated election and were made to
lose allegedly because of cheating. Is there nobody in the Con-
gress Party who remembers any of this?

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister can continue to cuddle cows
in Gujarat with abenign smile on his face because if thereisone
thing that will make ordinary Indians realise that his charge
that Congress leaders have no respect for institutions s this far-
cical ‘publicimpeachment’. If the Congress Party’s leaders have
so little faith in Indian elections, would it not be best for them
to stop contesting them? It is not possible in any contest to be
bothaplayerand a protester at the same time. If you participate,
you must accept victory and defeat.

ostensibly for party work. LMuruganresigned his Rajya: Sabha
seat from MadhyaPradeshlast month toreturnto Tamil Nadu.
Harsh Malhotraand Pankaj Chaudhary officially continue as
MosS, though their key task is as state BJP presidents in Delhi
and UP, respectively. Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri, whose
name has been linked to Jeffrey Epstem appeared to have
been putonnoticewhen he d 1lastmonth
for UP’s Rajya Sabha nomination. But Puri finally won a re-
prieveand wasaccommodated as BJP candidate for the Rajya
Sabha seat vacated by Murugan. Puri has denied the Epstein
allegations, saying their meetings were entirely professional.

RETIRING THE RUI.ES

ThePM ial change:
isreflectedin his penchant for retaining top bureaucratslong
after their official retirement. In August 2024, when Cabinet
Secretary TV Somanathan wastoretire, the Cabinet Committee
onAppoint d him an extension till August 2026.
He has since been asked to commue till August 2027. Home

to mak

Thedifficult relationship between hard work & success

ILICON VALLEY-based billionaire
'Vinod Khosla stirred the proverbial
ornet’s nest with his recent post on

X seeking a new “Chief of Staff”.
Khosla, an early investor in OpenAI and
DoorDash, has a formidable reputation for
sussing out new opportunities, so anyone
working closely under him as his executive
assistant, aka CoS, could gain hugely from
his vast experience. A quick glance at the
Khosla Ventures website makes it clear that
he didn’t get where he is by attachmg any

ork-life balance: hi 1t

by in the post-Al world. Considering the de-
pressingdearth ofjobsand how tenuousthe
future of employment looks — most likely
—there'd beamad scramble for applications
for this post. Our feeds may throw up an
alarming amount of psychology on “self-
care”, “boundaries”and “me-time”, butany-
one with even an iota of sense instinctively
knowsextraordinary success requires extra-
ordinary effort —and even then success re-
mains elusive. Luck and timing both play
their part. To top that, if one is reluctant to

Secretary Govind Mohan! 1sofayear

forc arein-personwork,

twoexter

eachandwill continuetill August nextyear. Foreign

12h dail Typically,

Vikram Misri was granted a 19-month extension after super-
annuationon November 30,2024, followed by another waiver
till July2027. The chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes,
Ravi Agrawal, was due to retire in September 2024. After two
extensions, hewill continuein this position till December2026.
The increasingly common practice of extending the tenures
of fave he moraleoftheservices, depriving
those nextinline of seniority of an opportunity to occupy the
topslot, acherished ambition of all bureaucrats.

Xwasaflutter with disgruntled murmurings
on our always-on culture and slave-driving
bosses expecting constant availability.
Alas, there are always tradeoffs to be
made. A chance to be Khosla’s right-hand
means a crash course in unfamiliar techno-
logies and a bird’s eye-view of how a sea-
soned entrepreneur evaluates and builds
businesses. Meaningful workis hard tocome

forfeittk 1al weekend in the pursuit
of something bigger, good luck getting
through life.

AsMalcolm Gladwell famously observed
inOutliers, ittakes alotof practice tobecome
excellent at complex tasks — 10,000 hours
precisely, he worked out. (For these times, it
better be at something Al can’t do, like cut-
ting hair or playing golf). Having said that,
notmuch good comes of romanticising striv-
ing, orspouting the sermonising mantras we
heardinourchildhoods, like “work hard and

you'll succeed”. It’s not true. Obviously,

gest a heartening shift from the mere hard-

someone talented in Gaza has a very differ-
ent path from their counterpart born in
America. The young, 1n any case, are stuck

core academic to someone with both soft
and technical skills. Prioritising “Achiev-
ement, depthand intellectual range”, the KV

between beringreal-
ities. Itis one of the pitfalls of youth that one
innocently believes the world is fair. At some
level the students' Pprotests across Europe
i for reassurance
malmdeed effortw:ll beduly rewarded. Past
generations were fortunate enough toknow
that if they did well at work, they’d be pro-
moted and incentivised to stay. In today’s
landscape, companies have noloyaltytoem-
ployees, so GenZ correctly upsand leaves for
the first better option that comes along.
High attrition rates across industries in
Indiaremainapermanent HR gripe, but 20-
somethings are unfairly written off as unre-
liable foot-draggers. Actually, they re under-
standably discouraged by the gap between
the old-fashioned grind mindset and their
dismal economic prospects. Interestingly,
thejobrequirementsofthe to-be KV CoSsug-

ONTHE

LOOSE

BY LEHER
Kara

epaperindianexpress.com .. -

website emphasises, “evidence of these
qualities matters more than credentials”.
Darewe hope, the haloaround Harvard and
1IT is beginning to fade? I have often won-
dered what happens to the millions of kids
who get 95 not 99 per cent and fall just short
of top engineering institutes. Perhaps, this
bizarrely exacting standard is giving way to
theappreciation ofamore well-rounded per-
sonand loand behold, broadening the defi-
nition of success. For some of history’s most
revered thinkers, like Einstein, it's their cre-
ative side that led to innovations. Going for-
ward, theonly route to (subjective) “success”
will beto find something one enjoysand has
anatural aptitude for, while making peace
with unpredictability. The “objective” ver-
sion of success will be increasingly rare.

The writer is director, Hutkay Films
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NEPAL WAS HIT BY FLASH FLOOD ON AUGUST 26 THIS YEAR

Despite flood, Nepal
stepped up power
exports to India

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, October 31

DESPITE FLASH flood damag-
ing hydropower projects and
disrupting electricity evacu-
ation in Nepal in August, the
country exported electricity
worthoverRs725 croretoIndia
in the two months that fol-
lowed, data provided by the
Nepal Electricity Authority
(NEA) shows.

Between August 27, a day
after the floods hit Nepal, and
October 27, the country ex-
ported around 1,262 million
units (MU) of electricity to
India, the NEA data showed.

This was equivalent to
nearly a third of the electricity
Nepal exported toIndia during
the financial year 2025-26.

The continued exports
came despite apprehensions
among Indian government of-
ficials about possible dis-
ruptions to electricity supplies
from Nepal, given the damage
to several hydropower plants,
including the 14-MW Devighat
hydropower plant, which
supplies electricity to India.

In September, the Union
Ministry of Power had also ap-
proved the Nepal government’s
request for early imports of elec-
tricity from India, saying that
the “floods have caused signifi-
cantdamage to hydropowerin-
frastructure in Nepal, reducing
its domestic power generation
capacity and creating an addi-
tional requirement for electric-
ity” How, then, was Nepal able
to sustain electricity exports to
India?

Seasonal surplus and
electricity trade

Nepal exports electricity pri-
marily to two countries, India
and Bangladesh. And India ac-
counts for the bulk of its ex-
ports. Electricity trade between
Nepal and India is seasonal,
with Nepal exporting surplus
power to Indiaduring the mon-
soon and importing electricity
during the dry winter months
when domestic hydropower
generation declines.

eAgainsttheodds

®Nepal Electricity Authority
attributed this sustained
electricity supply to surplus
generation

®Nepal had applied to Indian
authorities for approval to
export electricity from
additional power projects
within a week of the floods

on August 26

®Indian government officials,
onthe other hand, believe the
sustained electricity supplies

As per the annual report of
NEA, Nepal had a total available
energy 0f 18,624 MU in 2025-26.
Out of total available energy,
12,394 MU has been utilised in
Nepal, 3,817 MU and 148 MU
were exported to India and
Bangladesh, respectively.

Similarly, Nepal had 15,641
MU of available energy in 2024-
25,of which 11,343 MU was con-
sumed domestically and 2,380
MU was exported to India.

The seasonal surplus has
contributed to a steady rise in
Nepal’s earnings from electric-

from Nepal may, in part, be
explained by adeclinein
domestic demand following
the floods.

®The damage to homes,
infrastructure and
transmission networks may
have reduced electricity
consumption in the affected
areas, leaving more power
available for export.

which is why we were able to
continue supplying power to
India,” Ghimiretold The Indian
Express.

Indian government officials,
on the other hand, believe the
sustained electricity supplies
from Nepal may, in part, be ex-
plained by a decline in domestic
demand following the floods.
The damage to homes, infra-
structure and transmission net-
‘works may have reduced electric-
ity consumption in the affected
areas, leaving more power avail-
able for export. The scale of the

ity exports. Its earnings from  damage to Nepal’s power infra-

electricity exports i d tructurt igni! 1t

from Nepalese Rupee (NPR) Nepal'sEnergy Ministry had

1747 billion in 202425 to NPR  said in an earlier statement that

29.3 billion in 2025-26. thefloods had affected 13 hydro-
wer plants, including several

Surplus orlow load? ;”;de,,i’mmmm p[rlfieasy as

Achyut Babu Ghimire, spo-
kesperson for the NEA, at-
tributed thissustained electric-
ity supply to this surplus
generation. He said Nepal had
applied toIndian authorities for
approval to export electricity
from additional power projects
within a week of the floods on
August 26.

“We have a surplus of elec-
tricity during the monsoon,

well as a solar power plant.

Ghimire said the floods
knocked around 430 MW of ca-
pacity out of the system due to
damage to transmission lines,
whichdisrupted the evacuation
of electricity.

Of this, around 74 MW of
hydropower capacity was di-
rectly damaged by the floods.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

IBBI rules seek to keep completed
projects out of resolution process

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, October 31

IN A step to address the con-
cernsof homebuyers, the Insol-
'vencyand Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI) has mandated that,
‘where a company has multiple
real estate projects, the resol-
ution professional shall place
the project-wise completion
status before the Committee of
Creditors (CoC) so that a deci-
sion can be made on whether
any project can be kept out of
the corporate insolvency resol-
ution process (CIRP).

The board said that the pro-
ject-wise informationshould in-
clude RERA registration details,
stage of completion, status of
possession and occupancy, and
detailsof completed and incom-
plete units. “Based on this in-
formation, the Committee of

Creditors (CoCs) may, with at
least 66% voting share, recom-
mend tothe Adjudicating Auth-
oritytheexclusion of any real es-
tate project from CIRP, along
with recorded reasons,” said the
Board in its new regulations is-
sued on Friday.

This enables project-wise
treatment of real estate insol-
vencies, minimising disruption

observed —especially in Delhi-
NCR projects — that once a
holding company goes into in-
solvency, it affects even those
real estate projectsthatare near-
ing completion.

The IBBI regulations said
that the resolution professional
will undertake a project-wise
technical and cost-to-complete

to completed and occupied
projects and focusing resol-
ution efforts on projects that
genuinely require intervention,
said the IBBI.

Under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) frame-
work, which came into effect in
2016, homebuyers have been
identified as financial creditors
and caninitiateinsolvency pro-
ceedingsagainstdefaultingreal
estate developers. However,
over the years, it has also been

1t before inviting ex-
pressions of interest for such
projects. “The assessment shall
coverthe physical status of con-
struction, regulatory approvals,
sold and unsold inventory, esti-
mated completion costs, fund-
ingrequirements, timelinesand
risks affecting completion. The
assessment shall form part of
theInformation Memorandum
and be made available to pros-
pective resolution applicants,”
said theboard. FULLREPORTON

'WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New phase of India’s poverty challenge

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, October 31

THE WORLD BanK’s latest ‘Pov-
erty & Equity Brief” note shows
that poverty in India fell signifi-
cantly in 2023 to 2.6% as per a
$3-per-day poverty line and to
16.1% if the Lower Middle-In-
come Country threshold of
$4.2-per-day is used. These are
significant declinesand deserve
appreciation.

The World Bank also esti-
matesthe poverty rate for 2026
at14.2% (as per the threshold of
$4.2-per-day) which may fall to
12.1% by 2028. These figures
will be updated as labour mar-
ket and macroeconomic
numbers are revised or new
datab: ilable. And the

Globally, the share of income going to labour fell from around 54%
in 2004 to 52.6% in 2025. ReUTERS

spite economic growth?” Ac-
cording to ILO Chief Economist
Sangheon Lee, the relationship
between higher prc ivityand

projected declinein the poverty
rate hinges on a key develop-
ment: India’s poorest states cre-
ating productive jobs.

‘The World Bank also noted
that youth unemployment has
risen over the past year to15.9%
and real earnings have not
moved much.

The feeling’ of growth

To be sure, India has been
posting rather impressive
growth rates, with the 7.8% ex-
pansion ofthe GDPinthe April-
June quarter besting nearly all
forecasts. And yet, questions
have been raised about this
rapid growth not being ‘felt’ on
the ground.

This isn’t unique to India,
with the International Labour
Organization (ILO) wonderinga
couple of weeks ago why life is
“becoming harder to afford de-

Binanceheist:

Cryptoexchanges
callfor quick moves
tobolster defences

New York: Crypto exchanges
are taking quick action to
bolster their defences and urg-
ing greater industry-wide in-
formation-sharing after a rec-
ord $6.3billion hack of Binance
exposed their vulnerability just
as they become more em-
bedded in mainstream finance.

Coinbase said it made ad-
justments to its systems that
store cryptocurrency keys off-
line “solely out of an abun-
dance of caution,” while
Kraken said it was monitoring
industry incidents for lessons it
could apply to its defenses.

Buttheindustrywill need to
moveurgently, analystsand in-
dustry executives said, as US
President Donald Trump’s
regulators promote deeper in-
tegration of digital assets into
the financial system, raising the
stakes for an industry with a his-
tory of big hacks.

“For crypto to reach its full
potential, thesecurity situation
must be addressed immedi-
ately,” said Chris Perkins, Frank-
lin Templeton’s head of crypto.

Binance, the world’s largest
crypto exchange, halted with-
drawals after Thursday’s attack
— which analysts blamed on
North Korea — and said it
would use company funds to
cover the losses.

Binance co-CEO Richard
Teng said on X that the “com-
plex attack” may have begun
with a compromised software
engineer’s laptop, giving
hackers access to systems used
to process withdrawals.

The company later found
additional breaches, whilesoft-
ware designed to erase traces of
theattackhampered the inves-
tigation. REUTERS

wages has been weakening: glo-
bally, the share of income going
to labour declined from around
54%in2004t052.6% in 2025.

Government officials pri-
vately acknowledge the tough
road that lies ahead,
warning that India’s
demographic dividend
cannot be taken for
granted.

“Our biggest prob-
lem is that we think demo-
graphic dividend is a tailwind
for India. With social media,
smartphones, and now Al af-
fecting cognitive skills, ability
to concentrate and read 10
pages at a time, and the im-
pact on mental, physical, and
social health, the question is
whether the demographic
dividend can be taken for
granted. Probably not,” a gov-
ernment official said.

e

Problem states

The World Bank estimates
that57% of India’s poor now live
ina “contiguous belt stretching
from Uttar Pradesh to West Ben-
gal”.Itdid not providesstate-wise
poverty rates.

Luckily, a Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) staff paper last year
updated India’s last official pov-
erty line, set by acommit-
teeled by former RBI gov-
ernor C Rangarajan. The
Rangarajan poverty line
caused astirin 2014 when
it estimated the national
povertylineatRs1,407interms
of monthly per capita expendi-
ture for urban areas and Rs 972
forrural areas. Thisled toIndia’s
poverty rate being pegged at
29.5%. The updated, but unoffi-
cial, Rangarajan poverty lines
for 20 major states using the
Household Consumption Ex-
penditure Survey for 2022-23
produced noteworthy results.

Inruralareas, thestateswith
by far the highest poverty rates

« INDIAN WORKERS LACK FINANCIAL

PREPAREDNESS

While India’s workforce is
confident about ts financial
future, many may beill-

prepared to withstand
prolonged income disruption,
said areport by Grant
Thornton Bharat report.
Emergency fund
70% 64.52%
60%
50%
40%
30%
209 B 19-54%
10% 911% 6.83%
0% |
3 8 § BE
T 2 8 2
g E
s 2 g g
: z 2 =
z e
5 F 2
oy Saytheir
O 62/° income growth

will not keep pace with future
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rely on employment
O 91% as their primary
income source, and 92% of
respondents under 34 are
unprepared for retirement.

formal financial systems, financial

resilience remains a challenge, as per the report.

SOURCE: GRANT THORNTON BHARAT - INDIA'S FINANCIAL RESILIENCE REPORT 2026

‘BRICS+must

goahead with

ajoint cross-border payments’

London: BRICS+ countries
should press ahead with ajoint
cross-border payments mech-
anism toreducerelianceonthe
‘USdollar, butashared currency
would face major economicand
institutional obstacles, a think
tank report said on Friday.

The paper, published by
non-profit policy platform
BRICS+Thinking, urged the ex-
panded grouping of major
emerging economies led by
Brazil, Russia, India, Chinaand
South Africatocommittosuch

a mechanism and take the
steps needed to make it work.

“Itis absolutely crucial that
their central banks embrace
this goal and make sure that all
the technical requirements are
putin place to allow this mech-
anism to function,” said authors
Gregory T Chin, Danny Quah
and Jim O’Neill, the former
Goldman Sachs economist who
coined the BRICS acronym.

Cross-border payments
have long been on the BRICS
agenda. REUTERS

were Chhattisgarh (25.1%) and
Jharkhand (16.6%). Rural Mad-
hya Pradesh was fourth (9.6%),
West Bengal seventh (7.5%),
Bihar ninth (5.9%), and Uttar
Pradesh 11th (5.7%).

The results were slightly
more telling for urban areas.
Chhattisgarh again had the
highest poverty rate (13.3%), fol-
lowed by Jharkhand (12.6%),
West Bengal (12.4%), and Mad-
hya Pradesh (11.6%). Uttar Pra-
desh was sixth (99%) and Bihar
seventh (9.1%). It was not all bad
news for these states, because
they had recorded huge de-
clinesin poverty levelsbetween
2011-12 and 2022-23. For in-
stance, the fall in poverty in
urban Bihar was the highest of
any state, from 50.8% in 2011-12
109.1% in 2022-23.

Wages and youth

‘While the World Bank noted
that employment increased by
13.4 crore between 2017 and
2023, the challenges for the
Uttar Pradesh-to-West Bengal
states are apparent too. Con-
sider the following:

® Wages of factory workers
in Jharkhand declined 5.2% in
2024-25againsta5.3%all-India
rise. It was the only state to see
afallin wages.

® 1n 2025, 81% of districts in
Bihar — the highest in the
country — had more than a
quarter of all youngsters aged
15-29 were neither employed
nor in education or training.
‘West Bengal was second at75%,
with Uttar Pradesh not far be-
hind at 69%. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SEBI keeping
aneyeonTata
developments,
says Pandey

Press Trust of India
Kolkata, October 31

SEBICHAIRMAN Tuhin Kanta
Pandey on Saturday said the
market regulator is monitoring
developments relating to gov-
ernance at the holding com-
pany level in the Tata Group,
and pointed out that the
group’s listed companies and
their promoters are subject to
SEBI’s disclosure and com-
pliance norms.

The comments came amid
differences over governance
matters at Tata Sons, the
group’s holding company, in-
cluding the reappointment of
N Chandrasekaran as chair-
man and the question of its pro-
posed listing.

“At the holding company
level, there are some issues, as
that’s not really a listed com-
pany. The rest of the com-
panies, those which are listed,
follow all the LODR (Listing Ob-
ligations and Disclosure
Requirements) norms,” Pandey
told reporters on the sidelines
of the launch of the Bharat
Chamber Investors Forum.
These listed companies and
promoters of those firms are
subject to all norms, he said.

Asked whether the SEBI
was keeping track of Tata
Group’s developments, he
said, “Yes... I mean in the
sense of, you know, we have
to keep monitoring all the de-
velopments.”

*BRIEFLY

Govt hikes Commerce min

windfall tax sets up panel for
ondiesel, ATF better utilisation
shipments of RELIEF

New Delhi: The
government on Saturday
hiked windfall gains tax on
exportof diesel and
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
and slashed the levy to zero
on petrol for the fortnight
beginning October 31. For
ATF exports, the duty has
been hiked marginally to
Rs11/litre, from Rs
10.5/litre for the fortnight.
The rate of special
additional excise duty
(SAED), along with road
and infrastructure cess on
export of diesel, will now
beRs1l.5alitre, up fromRs
8.5alitre. Duty on petrol
exports has been slashed to
nil, from Rs 2.5 per litre, for
the next fortnight. PTI

Centrereleases
additional tax
installment
tostates

New Delhi: The Central
government on Saturday
released additional install-
ment of tax devolution to
state governments total-
ling over Rs 1.09 lakh crore
ahead of festival season.
This is in addition to the
regular monthly
devolution and the second
additional instalment this
financial year. The Union
government released tax
devolution of Rs 1,09,019
croreto state
governments, the finance
ministrysaidina
statement. PTI

New Delhi: The commerce
ministry hassetup a
six-member committee
for better utilisation of
funds and improved
uptake of the RELIEF in-
itiative for exporters. RE-
LIEF (Resilience and Lo-
gistics Intervention for
Export Facilitation) is an
initiative of the govern-
ment launched under the
Rs 25,060-crore Export
Promotion Mission
(EPM). Itis aimed at pro-
tecting exporters from
soaring freight costs, in-
creased insurance
premiums, and maritime
trade disruptions in the
Gulfand West Asian
corridors. PTI

NTPC profitup
41%toRs 7,351 cr
in Q2 on higher
generation

New Delhi: State-owned
power giant NTPC on Satur-
day posted a 40.68% growth
in consolidated profit toRs
7,351 crore in September
quarter on the back of
higher generation and im-
proved operational
efficiencies. The strong per-
formance was supported by
a73% increase in profits
fromsubsidiary
companies, whichrose to
Rs1,990 crorein Q2FY27
fromRs 1,149 crore in Q2
FY26,acompany statement
said.In Q2FY26, the net
profit was Rs 5,225 crore. PT|

© ELECTRICITY PRICES FOR AMERICAN HOMES HAVE RISEN MORE THAN 10% SINCE 2024 WHEN PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP WAS ELECTED

Rising power bills, data centre boom put US utilities in spotlight ahead of midterms

Reuters
New York, October 31

US ELECTRICITY prices had
flown under the radar in past
national elections, but they
have become a major political
issuein thisyear’s midtermsas
Americans grow angry over ris-
ing utility bills and deals for
power-hungry data centres.
Nationwide, according to
Energy Information Adminis-
tration data, electricity prices
for homes have risen more
than 10% since 2024 when US
President Donald Trump was
elected along with i

therise in costs for other goods
and services.

Power bills have grown even
faster in political battleground
states of Ohio, Michigan and
Pennsylvania, which are also
hot spots for new data centres.
In some cases, electricity bills
have soared by triple the infla-
tionrate.

Many politicians vying for
top statehouse seats across the
country this year have backed
cracking down on utilities.
Some have proposed freezing
utility rate increases and slash-
ing guaranteed returns, steps
that could ha ping con-

majorities in both houses of
the US Congress. Higher elec-
tricity prices have outpaced

sequences for the country's
utility industry.
“Itcould be the first election

tofeature utilities and electric-
ity, specifically, asa prominent
issue in the midterms,” said
Charles Hua, executive direc-
tor of PowerLines, a nonprofit
that advocates reforming util-
ity policy to favour consumers.
“Partof thatis because people’s
utility bills have gone up and
up, and they don’t see any end
insight.”

Utilities are heavily regu-
lated. State regulators gen-
erally must approve utilities’
requests to spend on the grid
and to recover those costs
through rate increases. Regu-
lators also set the return on
equity utilities can earn on
their grid investments.

This year, utilities are on

Higher electricity prices have outpaced the rise in costs for
other goods and services. ReuTers

trackto match lastyear’s record
high $31billion in rate increase
requests toregulators, a Power-
Lines survey showed. Last

year’sspendingwas double the
previous record.

The investor-owned com-
panies are also expected to

carry outarecord of nearly $1.3
trillion in capital spending
over the next five years, ac-
cording to an analysis by S&P
Global’s Regulatory Research
Associates.

Utilities spotlighted
Seats on nine state public
utility commissions are up for
election thisyear, nearly all the
US states where voters elect
their utility regulators. These
include burgeoning data center
hubs Arizona and Georgia.
Governors willbe chosenin
36 US states this year, and gov-
ernors appoint utility regula-
tors in states where commis-
sionersare not directly elected.
In Ohio, Democrat Amy

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

Acton has promised to lower
energybillsifsheis elected gov-
ernor. Her campaign said she
will also appoint a public util-
ities commission that was “not
beholden to utility companies”
and work with the state attor-
ney general to crack down on
“excessiverate hikesand preda-
tory practices.”

Ohio’sresidential electricity
bills have grown by more than
20% over the last two years, ac-
cording to EIA data.

Acton has alsosaid she sup-
ports a data centre mora-
torium. Her Republican oppo-
nent Vivek Ramaswamy said
hewould assure Ohioansliving
near data centres would not
pay electricity bills at all.

Some governors who are
up for reelection have used
their political weight to press-
ure the power industry to keep
prices down.

In April, Pennsylvania Gov-
ernor Josh Shapiroannounced
that prominent utility, PECO
Energy Company, had acceded
tohis demand that it withdraw
its proposal with state regula-
tors to increase rates. Shapiro,
aDemocrat running for reelec-
tion, said the move would re-
duce future utility bills by as
much as $34 amonth.

He followed up with a
letter to more utility CEOs
seeking changes in how util-
ities justify spending and re-
turns on equity.
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1, Malvika Chauhan d/o Brijesh Singh
Chauhan r/o B-75, Rosewood City,
Sector-49, Gurgaon, Haryana-
122018 have changed my name to
MALVIKA. 0040886602-1

PERSONAL

1, Saiju Anish W/o Anish Mathew C-
61, FIRSTFLOOR, SECTOR-56,
Noida, PO:Noida, DIST:Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301 have changed my name to
Saiju Mathew for all future Purposes.

0071069085-1

1,PUJADEVIis wife of Amy
No.15696719L.Rank:-Havildar
Name: Manish Kumar residing
at,V.P.O.Pidhauli,PS &
Tehsil:Teghra,Distt Begusarai,Bihar-
851133 have changed my name
from,PUJADEVI to,PUJAKUMARI
vide affidavit date 31.10.2026.
0040886744-8

1,Deepak,S/o Dilbagh Singh,R/0.Q-
164,Vikas Vihar,Utiam Nagar, West
Delhi-110059,have changed my
name to Deepak Singh for all future
Purposes. 0040886744-1

1, Mohan Shyam Rawat S/o Ram
Prasad R/o-S30, Sunder Block,
‘Shakarpur, Delhi have changed my
name to Mohan Shyam for all
purposes. 0071069093-1

1,BUNTY,S/O-SHIV JEE SINGH R/O-
D-72,J.J. COLONY,SECTOR-
24,ROHINI,DELHI-110085 declare
thatname of my father has
been,wrongly written as, SHIVA JEE
SINGH,in my 10th-educational
documents. The actual name of my
fatheris, SHIV JEE SINGH which
may be amended-accordingly.

0040886724-1

I,DAVENDER ARORAS/O
SURINDER KUMARARORAR/O
750/23 DLF COLONY ROHTAK
HARYANA-124001.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
DAVANDERARORA.

0040886744-10

1, Anish Ahmad, S/0-Rafiq
Ahmad,R/0.B-148 Shalimar Garden
Main,Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, UP-
201005, Have Changed My Name
To,Anees Ahmad.Anish Ahmad And
Anees Ahmad Is, One And The Same
Person. 0040886744-3

1, Nayna Kumari Dfo Sh. Krishna
Kumar Chaudhary & Vibha Devi,
R/o-B-821, Gali.no-4, Sai Nagar,
Mithapur, Badarpur, South Delhi-
110044 have changed my name to
Naina Chaudhary for all future
purposes. 0071069128-1

1,RAJESH AGGARWAL, S/o-Harkesh
Agarwal R/o-E-44 Guru Nansk

Itis for general information that
1, SUDHARANIW/0-VIJAY KUMAR
SHARMA R/o-102,New Layal Pur-
Colony,Krishna Nagar,Delhi-
110051,declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as, SUSHIL
inmy Kisan Vikas Patra
No.24798,and 24799, Dated 21 may
2005.The actual name of mine
is SUDHARANI respectivelywhich
may be amended accordingly

0040886724-2

I Abhishek,S/o-Sh.Mohan Jha,R/o-
Chhotu Ram Nagar,Ward No -
10,Near!

PUBLIC ROTICE
*Be known 1o all that my clent S
Jasmine, Wio Shri Bunty Pter, RIOT-
315, Padam Bast, Nangal Raya. 2
New Delh-110046 has st o,
disowned/debarred_her stepson

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sec-I1, PO Robini secto
Dethi 110085,

and disherted her on Sh. Vivek Chandel
50 Mrs
and immovable propertes due o his

Raj Chandel from all ber movble
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Haryana have changed my name to

Abhishek Jha for all Purposes,
0040886744-11

1,S.Jayalakshmi/ Syamala devi
Jayalakshmi, W/o Brijesh Kumar
residing at Flatno.15 Pkt-A, New
MIG Flats, Mayur Vihar-3, Delhi-
110096 s the same person and now
the name has been changed to
Jayalakshmi for allfuture purposes
vide affidavit dated-29/10/2026
notarised at Delhi. ~ 0071069072-1
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1, Maninder Pal Kaur W/o Avtar Singh
D/o Balbir Singh R/o §-221/24A, S~
Block, GaliNo. 1, Vishnu Garden,
New Delhi-110018, have changed
my name to Simran Kaur future
purpose. AffidavitNo. IN-
DL32172428568468Y

0050300625-1

1,Mahboob Husain S/0-
Ishaq,R/O.B-40,Shalimar Garden
Main,Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, UP -
201005, Have Change My Name To
Mehboob.Mahboob Husain And
Mehboob Is One And The Same
Person. 00408867444

1,UROOSA ANAS, W/o-ANAS IQBAL
R/O 6 ATAWR REHMAN
LANE,UNDER HILL ROAD CIVIL
LINE DELHI-110025, Have changed
my name to UROOSA FAREED.
00408867244

1Dipak Kumar S/o Rupchandra
Prasad R/o Vill- Dhangain Ward No-
9,PO- Bikramganj,
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE

OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr, P.C, & 84 BNSS

Whereas complaint has been made before me Inat
accused Person Mukesh Kumar S/o Jai Karan Sii
H.No. 4/13B Gali No. 05 Ambedkar Basti Maujpur Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
FIR No: 446/2018, U/s: 435IPC PS: Jafrabad, Delhi, and
it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused person(s) Mukesh Kumar, cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused person(s) Mukesh Kumar has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of
the said warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the
said accused person Mukesh Kumar, of FIR No: 446/
2018, U/s: 435 IPC PS: Jafrabad, Delhi, is required to
appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 10.02.2027 By Order
Anushtha Srivastava

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05

Room No. 07 Ground Flaor, Shahdara District
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP15704/NE/2026
(Court Matter)
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Rohtas, Bihar- 802212, have
changed my name to Samar Raj

0071069084-1

I hitherto known as GURPREET
SINGH LOHIAS/O MANJEET
SINGH residing at PLOT NO 68-D,
F/F, RIGHT SIDE ROAD VIPIN
GARDEN, NEAR METRO PILLAR
NO 798, UTTAM NAGAR, WEST
DELHI 1

Road Adarsh Nagar
Delhi-110033 have changed my
minor son name, KHEYAT
AGGARWAL aged 14 years to
KHYATT

my
name and shall hereafter be known
as GURPREET SINGH.

0040886639-1

0040886724-3

1, Seema Devi W/o Rajender Singh
R/0J-706, Arihant Arden, Sector-1,
Greater Noida West, G B Nagar, UP-
201306, have changed my name to
Seema Singh for allfuture purposes,

0071069073-1

1, Madhu, W/o Sudhir Kumar, R'o
House No.194, Village Maincha,
Greater Noida, Gautam Buddha
Nagar(U.P) have Changed my
name from Madhu Bhati to Madhu
forall future purposes.

0071069162-1

1,Sarika Mehra,W/o Vineet
Mehra,R/o-E-200 First-Floor,East Of
Kailash,Delhi-110065,have changed
my name to Sarika Vineet
Mehra, 1

ItIs For General Information That
1, Anees Ahmad, S/0-Rafiq
Ahmad,R/0.B-148, Shalimar
Garden Main,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad,UP-201005, Declare
That Name Of My Late Mother Has
Been, Wrongly Written As Khalida
Sultana Alias Kaniz Fatma,In My
Passport No.K5900328. The Actual
Name Of My Late Mother
Is,Sameena.Which May
Be, Amended Accordingly.
0040886744-6

1BebiMishra W/o J K Mishra Rio
Siliguri, Netaiji Sarani Haiderpara,
Ward No-39, Siliguri (M Crop),
Haiderpara, Rajganj, Jalpaigiri, West
Bengal- 734006 , have changed my
name to Baby Mishra

0071069137-1

1,Nafisha Begum,D/O,Abdul
Hameed,R/O.B-40,Shalimar Garden
Main, Sahibabad,Ghaziabad,U P-
201005, Have Changed My Name To
Nafeesa. Nafisha BegumAnd
Nafeesa Is One And The Same
Person 0040886744-5

1, Chandani Sharma W/o Rudraksh
Bhadoriya, resident of Flat No. 001,
Tower-C, Ace City, GH-01, Sector-1,
Bishrakh, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201306, have
changed my name from Chandani
Sharma to Chandni Bhadoriya
Henceforth, | would be known by the
name of Chandni Bhadoriya for all
future purposes.  0071069136-1

Ihitherto known as,B Gurprasad
Rao,S/o-Late B.Gopal Rao, R/o-
Shop No-4,1st Floor,Bada Bazar,Old
Rajinder Nagar,Rajender Nagar,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110060 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as, Guru Prasad
Rao. 0040886724-5

1LJAYMALA s mother of Service
No.15729056N, Rank:-Havildar
Name:-Jadhav Dadaso
Ramchandra residing at,Flat No.C-
504,Casalino Tower,Handewadi,
Hadapsar Road,Near Tulja Bhavani
Hall.Undari (Part)(N.V.),Pune-
411060, have changed my name
from, JAYMALAto JAYMALA
RAMCHANDRAJADHAV vide
affidavit date-31.10.2026.
0040886744-7

1,ANJALI D/O DEEPAKARORAR/0
House No.103, Ground-Floor Left-
Side, Gali-No.2, Govindpuri, Kalkaji,
New Delhi-110019,have changed
my-name to ANJALIARORA.
0040886724-9

IRajaRam Sharma S/o Sh KP
Sharma added Bhawan Dutt

IMomeen,S/o-Buniyad Ali, 232 Block
ASangam Vihar South Delhi 110062
Have changed My Name to Momin
ForAll Future Purpose.

0040886724-6

|, PATELROSY PRABHU S/o
PRABHU, aged 20 years, res\dmg at
Kotharpada, Amboli, PO: Ambol
DIST: Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli- 396230,
have changed my name from PATEL
ROSY PRABHU TO RAJVIRR
PATEL for allfuture purposes, vide
Affidavit dated 27/10/2026 sworn

before Notary Hiteshkumar K
Bhandari, Silvassa.

00710690831
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ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR

(NEAR MAHIPAL PUR) DELHI CANTT - 10
TELE NO - 011-26153558/9

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
Date of deposition of EQI duly completed for supply of
branded computer, laptop and printer published vide
The Indian Express dated 16 Oct 2026 is extended till
14 Nov 2026. CRaRAR

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF TELANGANA LIMITED
[1 IDER NOTICE
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[ DIPR A.0. No. : 721-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT/2026-27, Date: 31-10-2026 Chief Engineer/PEMM

, Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.
Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)
TNPDCL / SHORT / PP-49 / 2026-2027
TNPDCL invites E-Tender for procurement of RTG power (00 to 24 hrs) from 18-01-2027
to 15-06-2027 from both Interstate and Intrastate generators on firm basis from CERC /
TNERC approved Traders / Generators. Bidding will be done as per the revised guidelines
for short term procurement of power notified by the Ministry of Power vide resolution
dated: 30.03.2016 and as per amendments daled: 21.02.2022 through e-Bidding portal
(DEEP) only and subsequent amendments thereof are applicable to this tender specification.
The link for the e-Bidding portal is www.mstcecommer nd is also available
on the website of Minisiry of Power owermin.nic.in) and PFC Consulting Lid
(www.pfeclindia.com). Specification is available in TNPDCL website and MSTC DEEP
E-Bidding portl.

Sd....30.10.
Chief Engineer/PPP, TNPDCL

i m
Tende’ Mo 1024 Date : 31.10.2028

TENDER NOTICE
Office of the Executive Engineer (Maint.), Chibro Power Station,
Dakpathar (Dehradun), invites sealed tenders from interested parties
Tender No(1)CH (Maint -28/2026-27Servicing & Maintenance of 15
Tonnes Draft Tube Gantry Crane at Chibro Power Station

Estimaled cost: (1) 18,13,304/- (GST extra)

Date of availability of bid on website: 02.11.2026, 18:00 brs.

Lastdale for submission of tender: 25.11.2026, upto 13:00 hrs

For further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents can be
downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

SC,AD,32 years, Tamil ,BTech ,own
companies 20LPY, Seeks bride from
same caste. 7708850383

0050300130-2

SC,AD,38 years, USA Green card
holder, CEO, divorced, seeks bride
from same caste. 9791175571

0050300131-2

Prasad
Bijalwan R/o D-650,Galino.17
&18,Near pahari Dharamshala
Bhajanpura North East Delhi-
110053. Both name belongsto one
and same. 0071069088-1

1NARESH KUMAR S/O RAM LAL
BATRAR/O 1452 SECTOR-15
SONIPAT HARYANA-131001 HAVE
CCHANGED MY NAME TO NARESH
KUMARBATRA.  0040886744-9

1,Seema Begum, W/O,-Anees
Ahmad,R/O.B-148,Shalimar Garden
Main Sahibabad Ghaziabad,UP-
201005, Have Changed My Name To
Seema.Seema BegumAnd Seema
Is One And The Same Person
00408867442

1, Rudraksh Bhadoriya, resident of
FlatNo. 001, Tower-C, Ace City, GH-
01, Sector-1, Bishrakh, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, UP-201306, have
changed my minor daughter’s name
from Rithanya Sharma to Rithanya
Bhadoriya. Henceforth, she would
be known by the name of Rithanya
Bhadoriya forall future purposes.

0071069134-1

SIKH/PUNJABI

Canadian PR Jatt Sikh Sidhu boy, 25-
12-1994, 62", B.Tech. E.C. Diplomain
HVAC, Driving in Canadian Cottage
Dept. Contact :- 94651-73523,
WhatsApp: 75289 - 43234

0020522891-1

PUBLICNOTICE

(Executive Engineer, Maint., Chibro)
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF URBAN
MANAGEMENT (NIUM) I'w'll
No: E 1088894/NIUM/59/2026-PH-NIUM-Part(1) Date: 28.10.2026
RECRU MENT: CHIEF INVESTMENT OFFICER (CI0) - TUFIDC
NIUM invites applications from experienced finance professionals for the position of Chief]

DPHQ UDHAMPUR
No: CB/Look Out Notice/2026/72588-99 Dated: 29.10.2026

LOOK OUT NOTICE

As requested by Dy.SP Hars. Udhampur that on 23.10.2026 an

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANGE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Mohd. Waseem S/o Mohd. Ibrahim Rfo Gali No.-03,
Gokulpur Village Near Laxmi Madie, PS-Gokulpuri, Delhi, has
committed {or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
FIR No. 202/2008, U/S 392/34 IPC, PS I.P. Estate, New Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Mohd. Waseem cannot be
found, and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused Mohd. Waseem has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant);

Proclamation is hereby made that Mohd. Waseem the said
accused of FIR No, 202/2008, U/S 392/34 IPC, PS |.P. Estate,
New Delhi, is required to appear before this Court to answer
the said complaint on or before 17.12.2026. By Order
Ms. Preeli
Judicial Magisirate First Class-03,
Central Distt., Court No.-150,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/15246/CD/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED
(See Section B2 Cr PC/84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita-2023)|
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Sunny Kr Slo Suresh Rlo Foot Path West
Rohini Metro Station Delhi Also Vill Chhara Karinpur Mchall
Aligarh has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in case FIR No. 226/21 Dt.05.12.2026 U/s 379/411 IPC at
P.S.: Rani Bahg, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of
arrest there upon issued that the sald accused Sunny Kr could
not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said accused Sunny Kr has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made thal the said accused person Sunny Kr of case
FIR No. 226/21 Dt. 05.12.2026 U/s 379/411 IPC of P.S.: Rani
Bagh, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer
the said complainton or before 05.12.2026. By order
Anuradha Jindal

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate

North West Court No.101, 1st Floor

DP/15082/0D/2026 Rohini Court, Delhi

was received at PS Udbampur from PCR mipur that one unknown
person who was admitied at GMC Udbarmpus in an unconseious condition
nd Lt was referred 10 GMC
docto cd him brought deacl. In ord
death of the decensed, an inquest proceeding U/S 194 BNSS
initinted by P/S Udhampur vide DDR No. 46 dated 23.10,2026 und enquiry
Initiated. The dead body of the deceased is kept at mortuary room of GMC
Jammu for identification/post-mortem. The Photogruph with descriptiv
wed ix s unders-

on h mu for further treatme

Phota

Deseription

Age:- About 3035 Years

Complesion : Wheatish

Black Colour Sweeter

has been
210 the

1t s therefore requested that, if any missing report of such perso
entered in your respective police unitsfurisdiction or any clue lead
identification of said deceased person, immediate information may kindly be
shared on the below mentioned Telephone Nos./Favie-mail address for
further course of action.

Email: sspoudhidjkpolice
Fax: 01992-270027
Phone: 01992-2270210
PCR Udhampur: 01992-276915
SHO P/S Udhampur: 9469707070

DIP/1-13548/26, DATE 31 OCT 2026 SSP Udhampar.

Deputy Commissioner Office, Chatra
District Planning ofﬁce)
Collectorate office, Chatra- 825401
Email: dpochatra@gmail.com

Request for Proposal (RFP)
Tender Reference No: 900  Date: 30-10-2026

i es e-tender proposals for
ssioning of Solar High
¢ basis at Different place
chatra Distric

upply, Installat
| Commissfoning of Sl o it Lighl.
| System (SHMLS) on Turnkey bas
Bifferent places i chatra Ditrict

| Estimated cost approx - 49000000/ (Four
| crore ninety lakh only}

30.10.2026

Fis. 10000.00 (Rupees ten thousand only
(Nan-refundable) anline at
g arkhandtenders.gov

BO00 /- (Nine Lakh Eighty thos
onling at hug‘ 115 harkhanlenders gnv in
14,11.2026 , till- 5.00 Ph

1 | Name of the work

| Bat
of Bid

2 Publication

1 | Tender fee

Earnest Money to be
4 | Deposited (EMD)
Last date and time of
Submission of Bid
o | Technical Bid
Opening
7 | Financial 8id Opening
8 | Bid submission Place

4| Bid Opening Place
10 Contact Number

17.11.2026, 11.00 AW

After Technical Evaluation

itenders.gov.in/

| Stage 1: The eligibility criteria documents,
| Bid Fee EMD submitted by the bidders will
| be \:vn\uateu in me first stage. The bidders
the technical evaluation criteria
| Lmly w: be shurl!lslcﬂ for further financial
| bid valuation.
| Stage 2: Out of the tachnically eligible
Bions, the cgency bRy T lowest
financial bid will be awarded the project,

| T rates qucted by the a%mcl:s ‘Should
bE valid for 1 year from issue of the

Note : Na han‘i(npyﬂ?hysl(a\ “copy is required to be submitted for tender

opening/Evaluation. However Department may ask original documents for

11 | Method of Selection |

Investment Officer at Telangana Urban Finance an
(Comoraion (TUFIDC Hyderabad.

0 n: Postgraduate in Finance, Economics or Business Administration from premier
mana;.:mem institutio
Experience: Minimum 5 years in banking, finance or financial institutions. Expe
project finance, municipal finance, pooled municipal bonds and urban infrastructure
financing preferred.

For details: www.nium.org.in/careers/jobs | Email: hr@nium.org.in

Last date: 15112026

Director Generall
NIUM
Director|
NIUM

Executive

[No.: 12869-PP/CL/ADVT/2026-27 Date: 31-10-2026

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
WD TENDER NATICE
13t Corrigendum to o Mo 03 of
20262027 of The Suu:mnenumg
En & Projact

werification b of contract,
1. Tender Fee and EMD will be recelved through online made only. Bidders can
ernet Banking facility for faster processing of tender fee an
rmatively, Bidders can use NEFT/RTGS Challan generated for the tender fram
www jharkhandtenders. gove.in portal
2. Refund will only be ssued to the originated bank account use for the pays
of Tender Fee and EMD. So, Bidders are advised NOT foddoch Pkl el
for anline payment/ [NEFT/RTGS) of tendarfee and £

T Bt onima EMD bt ad amount wil bt nefanded i the sam bark
account thraugh which oniing tender fee and EMD fee payment has been done
after AGC process,

PR 332954 (Planning and Development) 26-27 (D)

District Planning Officer,
hatra

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82(2) (ii) Cr.PC/84 BNSS)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) MUNMUN Sfo Sanju Rle U-103, Lal Building,
Netaji Nagar, New Delhi has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in case FIR No./CC No. 117/2018,
U/s 381/411 IPC, PS Sarojini Nagar, Distt. South-West, New
Delhi and ithas been returned to a Warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused person(s) MUNMUN can not be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that
the said accused person(s) MUNMUN has absconded (or is
cancealing himsell to avoid the service of the said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused person(s)
MUNMUN of case FIR No./CC No. 117/2018, U/s 381/411 IPC,
PS Sarojini Nagar, Distt. South-West, New Delhi is required
to appear bafore this court to answer the said complaint on or
before dated 30.11.2026 at 10:00 A.M.

By Order

Ms. Vijayshree Rathore

Judicial Magistrate, First Class-05
Room No. 13, Main Building
Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

DP/15025/SW/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 CrPc

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Amit S/o Lt. Sh. Sunder Raj R/o H.No. H-1/229,
Madangir Ph-1, Ambedkar Nagar, Delhi has committed
(or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case
registered vide FIR No.745/14 U/S 379 IPC,
PS Rani Bagh, Delhi and it has been returned to a
warrant of arrest their upon issued that the said accused
Amit can not be found and whereas it has been shown lo
my satisfaction that the said Amit has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service ofthe said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Amit of FIR No.745/14 U/S 379 IPC, PS Rani Bagh,
Delhiis required to appear before this court (or before me)
to answer the complaint on or before the day of
01.12.2026.

By Order,

Anuradha Jindal

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate
HNorth-West Court No. 101, 1st Fioor
Rohini Court, Delhi

DP/1507 1 Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 CrPc / 84 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Imran Khan S/o Yunus Khan R/o 36, Gali No.
1, Sourabh Vihar, Hari Nagar Extn., Jaitpur, Badarpur,
Delhi have committed (or is suspected to have committed)
the offence in case registered vide FIR No. 263/2020 U/S
498A/406/377/34 IPC, PS Jagatpuri, Delhi and it has
been returned to a warrant of arrest their upon issued that
the said Imran Khan can not be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said Imran Khan
has absconded (or is concealing themselves to avoid the

service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Imran Khan of FIR No. 263/2020 U/S 498A/406/377/34
IPC, PS Jagatpuri, Delhi is required to appear before this
court (or before me) to answer the complaint on or before
the day of 01.12.2026.
By Order,
MS. Shipra Dhankar
Judicial Magistrate First Class(Mahila Court)
Room No. nd Floor
ourt Matter)

DP/15617/SHD/! Courl, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Devashish Veerkandaj S/o Deen Bandhu, Rio
H.No. B-95, Mange Ram Park, Budh Vihar Phase-l, Delhi has

[Tender Reference No, 3363

OF LIQUID NITROGE]
(OF ASHOK LE
[Kangra H.P -176061. Firm:
departmental website htips:

ol Pre-Bid Meting In Fiybrid made
{both online and offline}: 04.11.2026 at

Submission of Bid (Technical Bid &

Financal 8 on I o roposal ue
« (PDDJ: 25.11 2026 upto15.00

Dite. o1 Gpaning. ol Techaical Bg

27.11.2026 shtar 1500 Hes, Datails of

MAT. and Tender documents may be

[Note; The bick

who has/hav

E-tenders are invited from I‘lmh-’:lgcm'luﬁ IuJI‘l“mg terms & conditions for the PURCHASE & INSTALLATION
3000 LITERS TRANSPORT TANKER ON MEDIUM MOTOR VEHICLE CHASSIS
LAND SUPER 914 CEC OBDII”
gencies willing to participate in the tender may download the tender documents from
prenders. gov.in from 28th October, 2026 on 05:00 PM to 20th November, 2026
1t date and time for submission and uploas
d the same will be opened on 20th Novermb

15.00rs, Start Date & T (10:00 AM). The I

Submission af Bid (Technical 8id & | [3pa

Financial Bid) (on linel. 06112026 a | [2026 (10:00 AM

15,00 it date & time of| |Animal Husbandry Palampur Disit

clarifications in respect of this tender will be published only on aforesaid website. The bidders arc advi
the website regularly for updates, if o
deposited hisitheir EMD and Tender Cost, need nof to depasit it again however
they have to upload the requisite documents and BOQ afresh.

TENDER NOTICE
Dated: Palampur 28th Oct. 2026

to the Joint Dircctor Animal Husbandry Palampur Distt

ovember.
f Joint Director]

of filled-in tender document is 20th N
2026 (11:00 AM) in the office
modifications. and|

Kangra P -176061. All subsequent corrigendum,

No. 4432/2026-2027/HP|

TCAIT19456(1)/202¢
. | | F-—1

epapet.indianexpress.com
paps P | |

corm is dto have co d} the offence FIR
No. 644/2016 u/s 27 DMC Act at P.S. Begumpur, Distt.
Rohini, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thersupon issued that the said Devashish Veerkandaj cannot
be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Devashish Veerkandaj has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proceeding us 82 CrP.C. has been initiated in the case.
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Devashish
Veerkandaj accused of FIR No. 644/2016 u/s 27 DMC Act at
P.S. Begumpur, Distt. Rohini, Delhi is required to appear
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before

05.12.2026. By Order: Ms. Anuradha Jindal,
Additional Judicial Megistrate,

North-West, Rcom Ne. 101, First Floor.,

DP/15540/RD/2026 | Rohini Courts, Delhi.
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*SUNDAY CROSSWORD

2606

BRIDGE

VULNERABLE: Both

DEALER: East QUICK CLUES T 8 v
ACROSS
NORTH SOUTH 1.Jump orleap (6)
4AQ5 a2 4. Was plentiful (8)
Q82 @ AK10965 9. Detest or dislike (6)
*AK +87 10. Chicago's state (8)
87432 *K65 11. Assuage (6)
12. Footpath (8)
13. Cow sound (3)
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST 14. Jeans line (6)
- - - e 17. Talk over (7)
g pass 2% pass 21. Consider deeply (6)
2@ pass 4o pass 25.Rockgroup
pass pass - - Leppard (3)
26.Compensated for or
West leads the ten of clubs. East wins the club atoned for (4,4)
aceand returns the club queen. Plan the play. 27. Walked firmly (6)
If declarer releases the king of clubstooearly, 28.Mascot (8)
the contract can be set. In view of the bidding, 29.Lasso (6)
Westis likely to be able to ruff the king of clubs, 30.Revokes, abrogates or
and may then shiftto a spade, establishing the cancels (8)
setting trick before discards are available. A look 31. Deadly (6)
atthe full hand confirms this fear. winner (6)
THEWESTHAND DOWN 25. Disney duck (6)
1.Adversity (8)
498743973 495432 £10 2. Answer (8) CRYPTIC CLUES
JLEERSHIEAND 3.Stupid person (8) ACROSS
4K106 ®J2 ¢QJ106 #AQJ9 5.Seaport in N Spain (6) 1. One of the smallest
i, instaad, declarer holds up his clubking at trick 6.Joined(6) could be the nicest (6)
two, the best the defence can do s take a club 7. Sl_mple semiconductor 4. Sew together frame?
ruffattrick three. However, declarer can then devices(6) 6.2 )
win the spade shiftin dummy, draw trumps, ruff 8. Discoverer of the 9. Sings of online pests (6)
aclubtoestablishatrick there, and returnto Mississippi (6) 10. The sort of meeting
dummy in diamonds to cash the club winner fora 12. Caught game or fish thatleads toan
spade discard. illegally (7) inundation? (8)
DEALER: West VULNERABLE: None 15. Jet fighter craft (3) 11. Begin again on the
16. Recipe amt. (3) synopsis, perhaps (6)
NORTH SOUTH 18. Computer 12. A minor irritant may
®) make one feel a bit
4Q832 4AJ1094 19. Reprove (8) jumpy ! (4-4)
*632 ®AK7 20.Eastern (8) 13. Husband withdraws
+Q10 4942 22.Actor - "remote” Hawaiian island political
*)852 *A6 anagram? (6) body (3)
23.Grownups (6) 14.Itisin its rightful
SOUTH  WEST NORTH  EAST 24.1994 US Open place among Latin
- 1 pass e
dbl 2@ pass pass
24 3¢ 3a pass
pass pass -

West leads the king, ace and jack of diamonds;
Eastplays the five and then the three.

Planthe play.

29 Pipe, 30 Jill

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

‘What makes life dreary isthe __ofa___.- George Eliot (4,.,6)
KNAEO INOWMN
ATTIC

101]3 961039 - "9AROWI € JO JUBM BY} S1 AJEBIP J1| SSYEW 1BYM *YIMSNY

13AES “MOUUI “}IOB] ‘UBYEO ‘SNOILNTOS

BANGALORE MEDICAL CDLI.EI‘:E & RESEARCH INSTITUTE

DIFFICULTY LEVEL 5s
INSTRUCTIONS

To solve a Sudoku
puzzle, every digit from
1to9 must appear in
each of the nine vertical
columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows
and in each of the nine
boxes.

SUDOKU 6489

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s = Mediu =Hard;

5 ‘ery Hard;
6s=Genius

phrases (2,4)

17. Gridiron
maneuvers (34)

21. There are doubts
associated with this
name (6

25. Finished an
poetically made small?
@

26.Indian rain-makers
®)

27. It protects Cockney
comedian Wendy from
talking (6)

28. Situated on the
farther side, our tiler
fell! (8)

29. People put on weight
inaFrench resort (6)
30.They open out fora
novice (8)

31. Loves commercial
rambling rose (6)

DOWN

1. Mingle in period

nine (8)

2. Director makes his
mark with first of
Emmys, embraces son (8)
3. 0ne forced to share his
time with another (4-4)
5.In Spain you abridged
Treasure Islands (6)

IFIT'S YOUR
BIRTHDAY

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1: Take
charge of your health. Physical
exercise will be important. Stay
grounded and levelheaded. You
realize that hard work is required
tomaintain your lifestyle.

MONDAY NOVEMBER 2: You'll
A . : .

6. Mongol (6)
7.Elderly in damage from
freeze (4,2)

8. Pulverize prisoner

of war turned
communist (6)

12. Just lies mostly, but
children believe in

them (7)

15. International body
may look into unopened
letters to begin with (3)
16. What a blow
backwards and forwards
this can deliver! (3)

18. Send round
instrument to scene of
action (5,3)

19. A foreign tradesman
stuffsathousand intoa
single carrier (8)
20.Artisans tumble for
old Royals (8)
22.Question an urchin
over gun-shot (6)
23.Dye used by woman at
Tobago (6)

24.Quarter turnin the
river (6)

25. Walking where the
corn's growing? (2.4)

SOLUTIONS TO 2605 QUICK CLUES ACROSS: 8 Tiramisu, 9 Allout, 10 Odes, 11 Polly, 12 Nara, 13 Restarts, 16 Arches, 18 Flaw,
20Tiled, 21Rosy, 22 Feudal, 23 Suspense, 26 Show, 28 Verve, 30 Lick, 31 Anvils, 32 Trampled DOWN: 1Girdle, 2 Tars, 3 Kipper,
4Purl, 5 Maryland, 6 Flan, 7 Quarters, 14 Towed, 15 Solos, 17 Curve, 19 Leeching, 20 Televise, 24 Seesaw, 25 Secret, 27 Whim,
29Roti, 30 Lops CRYPTIC CLUES ACROSS: 18 Comatose, 9 Mooted, 10 Scry, 11 Overs, 12 Seas, 13 Specific, 16 Hackle, 18 Base,
20 First, 21 Bade, 22 Pursue, 23 Bird's eye, 26 Ida's, 28 Popsy, 30 Jaws, 31 Dermis, 32 Pedalled DOWN: 1 Mob cap, 2 Zany. 3 Fob off,
4Here, 5 Smash hit, 6 Mobs, 7 Derailed, 14 Clews, 15 Carib, 17 Cubes, 19 Amundsen, 20 Freepost, 24 Riyadh, 25 Yawned, 27 Some,

new
starting anew hobby orinterest
and those with professional
ambitions will make a substantial
change of direction.

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 3: You
may make firm commitments as
long as you intend to follow them
through. In matters of the heart
you are still pursuing a fantasy.

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 4:
Stick close to people you know
best and feelings which are tried,
tested and understood. Focus on
partnerships which will help
achieve your goals.

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 5:
Whatever happens over the next
few days could be repeated over
the coming months, inamore
positive and productive manner. A
new enthusiasm could carry you
togreater heights.

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6: Today
and the next twelve months are
perfectforarootand branch
reform of every single one of your
closest relationships.

SATURDAY NOVEMBERT7:
Success comes when you look on
the bright side. Wherever youare,
whatever you are doing, your best
efforts will be rewarded.

PUNJAB REMOTE SENSING CENTRE

AREE 8| [3[5/1[8[6[a]92]7

6] | [3] S| ([o]6[a]1]7]2|5[8]3
5 8 2| |[2[8]7[9]3 5|64 1
6 2| | 14| 8] |[7[e]3]5]4 1]8]6]2
43 15 | 3| |[4/2/8]elo 7|1]3]5
8 6 2| =||[el1/5]2[8/3]4[7]8
"6l | (3] \2||[5[7/2[4[1 8]3]8]6
5] [ [8]1] (3] |[1]a]e]3]2]6]7|5]8

9 8 Q| |Isl3l6|7]5/9]2[1]4

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

*YOURWEEKAHEAD

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Avoid disputes today about
shared property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance
issues. Just coast. Parents should be vigilant about their
kids. Social plans might suddenly change. It'sa good day
tomake art. Tonight: Have fun.

{\f'

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You are set to gain emo-
tionally and financially. This is not the moment to turn the
tables on people who have got the better of you, butitis
time to stop and consider what can be done when your
chance comes.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): A new partnership will bring
good fortune at home. You may have to face alittle disap-
pointment openly and courageously. Deal with this well
and your eventual success will be all the greater.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You should always

that you were born under bitious sign and
have much to accomplish. The moment you forget this and
begin toimagine that you are always a sweet and sensitive
person, you'll miss major opportunities.

95

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Make a point of broadening your
horizons at every turn. Itis time to take care of your own
needs and aspirations, making it apparent to one and all
that you are to be toyed with no longer. People who think
otherwise may bein line for a shock.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): It's all too easy to jump to con-
clusions. Have you considered the possibility that you have
got someone all wrong? It may be that you have inter-
preted a partner’s behaviour more in line with what you
would like to be the case, rather thanin terms.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): You should be less inclined to
worry about partners’ and relations’ behaviour. At work,
you should concentrate on getting on with people, as you
might need loyal allies in the future.

SCORPIO (OCT 24 -NOV 23): It's a useful moment to
consider your physical well-being, taking whatever deci-
sions are necessary to getinto shape with dietand exer-
cise. And while you're atit, pursue a new interest now,
rather than putting it off.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Some of your basic
qualities are strengthened today, especlally your adven-
andyour with new
lifestyles and ideas. Don’t be afraid to break out, just as
long as you have taken whatever advice is essential.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): There are sound reasons
why thisis not a good moment to finalise relationship
matters unless you are one hundred and ten per cent cer-
tain. However, a perfect period in which to open yourself to
new partnerships and make new life-long friends.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21- FEB19): Whatever praise or appro-
val you now receive will surely be well-deserved, but never
letflattery go to your head. Plus, you should watch out for
creeping complacency. If you rest on your laurels for a
moment, opportunity may begin to slip from your grasp.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Costs may be increasing, but
thatis of little significance at the moment. What is very
much more important is that you make a bid for romantic
happiness. In the final analysis it’s all down to your ability to
alter your perspective on one particular person.

PUBLIC NOTICE ON AUCTION OF
PLEDGED GOLD ORNAMENTS

3rd Phase, Manwi Taluk, Raichur District. (Extent 106.13 Acres),

https:/ikppp.karnataka.gov.in

DIPRIGP/3456/CCLI2026-27

experience and proven record of similar nature of work for project mentioned below:-
Name of the work: Providing Consultancy Services for Preparation of Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for the formation of new industrial layout, including Economic Analysis, Surveying,

Layout Plan Design, Preparation of Cost Estimate, Cost Structure etc., at Manvi Industrial Area,

@ Last Date for submission of bids: 13.11.2026 upto 4:00 pm.
Applicants May download bidding documents from the Karnataka Public Procurement portal

Sdi-
Chief-Engineer-2
KIADB

“ Natice Inviting e-Tender”

s 0 behalf of Geverno

o pprved eligible cont
Estimaied | Earnest | T | Cost of
Cost | moncy | imit | form

Meattn

N 44202008

Executive Engineer,
ISV Do, Jaisinghpar

(An Autonomous Insti Karnataka) . . . 2 R i
(A Government of Punjab Enterprise) CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE Theet of e B due: b the barowse st Under 0asrae s payment fotcs 2nd
PAU Campus, Ludhiana 141004 www.prse.punjab.gov.in - Teceaun N s by IN Bk he 0 Gt o it e b S2cuy B e
d ket Veor Balidani DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay y a e bankseeuty by e
S Constable ~[solemn tribute to Constable Ravinder | g ecourse” al branch premisés on 12° Nowamiar 2026 af 10.30 AN. The auclin may be
Applications are invited for the posts of Praject Associ Ravinder Singh [Singh of 77 Bn, who made the |sioumes toany her er et dsenton of e bk o pubietion ftreseme i e
No: BMCRIISUP(2)/04/2026-27 Dated: 30-10-2026 i P ! avin e
(2) Research Scientists; Research Associate; Research Fellows Jr. 7 Bn supreme sacrifice after 53‘“'"'"& I P s e, T B0 kU 10 Mo A, e ¥ i o Arbe b B o
E-TENDER NOTIFICATION Research Follow; Geospatial Assistant and Project Assistant on 6-5-1964 To  [grievous injuries in a grenade attack | eceyened hereafe,fegal ot wl te iisaed agans he borowss o tecovery o the balance
R : ; 111.1991  |while countering an ambush in J&K.
E-Tender has been invited as per Kamataka Transparency in contractual basis for a period n! six months likely 1o be \:'ﬂsltrjul CRPF salutes the braveheart and 5.] Auction Genter ccountama | Cllant - [Noaf Bal Oulstan-[ pyoiont
Public Procurements Acl 1999 lender for Outsourcing of :u;m ;\n : candidate p:-mluu.u:u:“ n:\.ju;w] mml Pn;_m‘u pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain. Mo, 0 (k| o
Scheme/Cenl § requirements. For further detatls visit websie i i " i 1 | Ashok Wihar - Dehi Aka Rani 002
Laundry Services on Turnkey Basis for BMCRI Attached R i = S i Veer alidant Head Veer Balidant 2 | asho vikar -t [an 004 | 14'30849.02| 20434
< www.prsc.punjab.gov.in Constable Constable il O oo o | AnaDAn R 03
Hospitals, Bengaluru, Sd. Mohd Moz Ayodhya Prasad 4 |Ashok viar- Dol |Seeta Dew 001 | 13254135 3708
The tender documents may be downloaded from e-Procurement Dircctor 133 BN Singh 133 BN E A T o | M %%
Website: hitps:/ikppp.karnataka,gov.in from 31-10-2026 and I 12121950 To [ |Paan I s | 1egssacs) 2858
Last Date for Submission of Tenders through e-Prc —— — £, e Jasrmine Masssy ZH0E 02| ThEME! B
: : 2 alam ] i
Portal is 30-11-2026 upto 5.00 PM. Those tenders which are . WORKS DEPARTMENT Lance Nak e Nak 1 |Paiar Comarujarma Ansar | 10010262| 001 | 62597018 6140
ot submitted with EMD wil be rejected "ty OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, Damu Tudu Bimal Dev Barma | |15 | Paom s o | Grazeegil ot | $gosaons| Ta5r
For further details contact Director cum Dean, Bangalore B EASTERN CIRCLE (R&E), BALESHWAR 133 BN 133 BN s |Paom Dnehmaa |Gl 0| rasan| vss
i | 1R b B e-mail: - seec bls@rediffmail.com 10-1-1956 To 6-6-1965 To 15 | Pai vinod Kumas 08137977 041 | 35030658 3254
Medical C: Institute, R isha e ; o e i
1 R0 Government of Odisha """ Procurement Notice 1-11-1997 1111997 17 |paiam Zeswnbed | ol1BiE) 01| Bl 1230
. . o waraka Padam Deswa 1 1505610 3
BMCR. Bangairs e b oz o BER et BE e
DIPR/CPI3455/ Adverini2026-27 3 3 ] .10.. il varaka aful 2 b, 0, .
- - . o N Constable 21 ctor T ika Rani Q4085431 001 | 12236143 2500
1. Nature of work:- Short term road maintenance Works. Sunil Kumar Jagbir Singh 22 ; Aman 5 :nz'ﬁcgaz 001 | 18454801 éﬁu
2. Number of works:- 02 No. Roads. 133 BN 133 BN b T | e | ke 001 | Barieras| 7res
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Rohit se.t to join INDIA'S TOUR‘OF NEW ZEALAND «BRIEFLY
e Amid defeat, Mayank shows

Vijay Hazare
e 5

Rohit Sharma. p1i

DevendraPandey
Mumbai, October 31

ROHIT SHARMA has told the
Mumbai Cricket Association
(MCA) that he will be available
for Mumbai in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy in December.

The Indian Express under-
stands that he willjoin after In-
dia's three-match ODI series
against Sri Lanka at home,
from December 13 to 19. The
matches are in Delhi, Benga-
luruand Ahmedabad, and the
first falls a day before the tour-
nament begins.

“Hehasinformed usthat he
will be playing for Mumbai in
the Vijay Hazare Trophy and to
consider him available after In-
dia's three-ODI series against
Sri Lanka at home. How many
matches he will be available
for, he will inform us later,” an
MCA source said.

Theleague stage of the tour-
nament runs from December
14 to 29, with the knockouts
from January 2 to 8. The ODIs
are followed by three T20Is,
from December 22, which
Sharma will not play. That
leaves him the last ten days of
the league stage. India's three-
match ODI series against Zim-
babwe begins on January 3.

The league games are in
‘Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Ranchi
and Rajkot, and the knockouts
in Visakhapatnam. The last of
the three Zimbabwe ODIs is at
the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai on January 9.

It will not be the first time.
Lastseason Sharmamade him-
self available for Mumbai and
played two Vijay Hazare Trophy
games in Jaipur, his first in the
tournament since 2018. He
made 155 off 94 balls against
Sikkim in the first, and was out
for a golden duck against Utta-
rakhand two days later. Before
that he had played 18 matches
for Mumbai in the tournament.
He now plays one format for
India, having retired from T20Is
in2024 and Tests in 2025.

Sharma may soon have a
bigger job at his IPL franchise
too. The Indian Express has re-
ported that Mumbai Indians
are likely to give him back the
captaincy for IPL 2027. He is
part of the ODI squad for the
five-match series in New Zeal-
and, which starts next week.
He trained at the MCA-BKC
ground a few days ago. India
have no ODIs scheduled be-
tween the Zimbabwe series
and the IPL, and with next
year's ODI World Cup ahead,
the domestic games would give
him match practice.

express pace and quietresolve

Oncomeback,
seamer has
showcased not just
blistering pace, but
alsothegritto
persevere

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, October 31

THERE IS a story Mayank
Yadav tells about Justin
Langer and Shoaib Akhtar that
captures something of his per-
sona. A few years ago, when
Langer was coaching his IPL
team, Lucknow Super Giants,
he had explained to Mayank
why Shoaib Akhtar’s “aggres-
sive personality” made him
the fastest bowler he had
faced.

There were other quicks
around, but Shoaib’s personal-
ity made Langer feel he was
“quicker than others”. Mayank
follows that anecdote with a
moment of self-awareness. “I
am not aggressive. My nature
istobe calm,” he had told Star
Sports. “Iwork around it on
other things.”

Grit, perseverance

‘What he doesn’t lack,
though, is grit, perseverance
and courage. Otherwise, he
wouldn’t have made it back to
top-level cricket after two
yearsin the wilderness, during
which a series of injuries kept
striking one body part after
another. And yet, when he re-
turned a few months ago, his
pace was still up there.

He had mapped out his
route: Delhi, India Under-19,
IPL, India. Once, on Manjot
Kalra’s YouTube show, he re-
called bowling at half pace
duringaServices trial to avoid
beingselected. A few thunder-
bolts escaped. A Navy job was
offered. He fled in an auto.
Speed wouldn't last, the offi-
cial warned him.

Some aspects of his bow-
ling aresstill awork in progress.
At times, he telegraphs his
short ball by dropping his
head to the side and cocking
his wrist at an angle at the
point of release as he looks to
bangthe ball inshort. Itisalso
still notentirely clear what his
stock ball is in terms of move-
ment. But what has been no-
ticeable is hisimprovementin
mixing up lengths, and in
courage.

On Friday night at Eden
Park, in the fourth T201, which
India, having sealed the series,
lost by 87 runs, he took 3 for 48
as New Zealand made 259 for
7. His courage was of a kind
that doesn’t need angry stares
or verbal exchanges: sticking
to his plan even when under
fire from the batter. Take his

A
|
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Despite Indialosing to New Zealand at Eden Park, Mayank Yadav was the pick of the Indian bowlers with his three wickets. cremas

Nabiadded to India squad
for New Zealand ODI series

JAMMU AND Kashmir player
Auqib Nabi has been added to
the Indian squad against New
Zealand for the first three ODIs.
The pacer was nitially partof the
team for the final twogames, but
on Saturday, the BCCI an-
nounced that he will be part of
those first three ODIs as well.
‘Theseamer will bein theside in
place of Prasidh Krishna, whois
suffering from a hamstring in-
jury.

The29-year from
Baramulla is only the second
cricketer from J&K to make it to
the nationalside after Parvez Ra-
sool. Earlier, Nabi made his
debut against West Indies in the
2nd ODI in Guwahati. Nabi
claimed 104 wickets across the
last two Ranji Trophy seasons,
including 60 wickets in the 2025~
26 campaign, playing a pivotal
role in Jammu and Kashmir’s
maiden Ranji Trophy triumph.

Son of a school teacher in
Kashmirand good atacademics,
he had to be selected at a talent
hunt to convince his parents to
let him play in his final year at
U19S. As such, he was a terribly
late starter. “Back then, there
was noformal coaching reallyin
Baramulla. Now things have
changed. SoIplayed my first real

red-ball cricket only after 19,” he
recalls, of the early days when
T20s was all that cricketers
around himplayed. “Thappened
to accompany a friend for state
trials when I was picked.” Till
that time, Dale Steyn videos
were his virtual coach. ENS

INDIA'S UPDATED SQUAD FOR
THEFIRSTTHREE ODIS:
Shubman Gill [C], Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Shreyas
Iyer [VC], KL Rahul [WK],
Axar Patel, Naman Dhir, An-
shulKamboj, Gurnoor Brar,
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Arshdeep
Singh, Ishan Kishan [WK],
Mohammed Siraj, Kuldeep
Yadav, Nitish Kumar Reddy
(only for the first ODI), Auqib
Nabi.

second over of the innings, to
Daryl Mitchell. The first few
deliveries were walloped to
the boundary, three of them
rather full, but Mitchell kept
clearing his front leg and scy-
thing the ball away.

A bouncer at this stage
seemed likely, especially since
Mayank had taken a wicket
with that delivery in his first
over. Perhaps he felt Mitchell
might be expecting it, so he
went instead for a searing

eMayank Yadav2.0

Numbers since returnto

Team India

| matches | 9 |
Wickets 13 |
Average | 24.76
Economy | 974 |
3-fers 3

yorker that trapped the
batter’s back foot right in front
of middle and off.

Mayank was quietly back at
the top of his bowling mark,
waiting for the DRS to confirm
his and the umpire’s verdict.
The next ball was a 149 kmph
yorker, six kmph faster than
the wicket-taking delivery,
which Glenn Phillips man-
aged to stab away.

Infact, even the first over is
worth revisiting. Mayank had
repeatedly hurled full de-
liveries at Finn Allen and Tim
Seifert. Aslice from Allen flew
towards third man, who leapt
beyond the boundary ropeand
parried it back into play. This
time, Mayank went for the
bouncer off the final ball. His
head fell over, his wrist took on
that familiar crooked angle,
and he banged the ball inshort.

Seifertleapt into the air for
a fierce slash but was beaten
by the pace and bounce, and
third man snapped up the
simple catch.

His next intervention in
the game was probably his
best. New Zealand were cruis-
ing at 109 for 3 after 10 overs,
with two of their most in-form
batters, Phillips and Bevon Ja-
cobs, at the crease.

Mayank began with three
length balls before slipping in

his best bouncer of the day to
Jacobs. This time, there was
no tell, no hint of what was
coming, no falling away of the
head. Jacobsistall and strong,
and likes to stand erect and
crunch his pulls. Perhaps he
was lulled by the gentle
rhythm of Mayank’s run-up
and release and did not expect
a142 kmph short ball to climb
so rapidly towards him.

But the pull comes nat-
urally to Jacobs, and he went
for it. The ball had the pace
and bounce to beat the bat
rather than the other way
around. The resulting miscue
was swallowed inside the 30-
vard circle.

His final spell with the ball,
inthe 18th over, proved costly:
he conceded three sixes. The
left-handed Michael Brace-
well smartly used the pace to
lap and scoop full deliveries on
the leg-and-middle line over
the boundary.

The plan wasn’t a bad one
—totuckup the left-hander —
but Bracewell responded with
deftness rather than muscle.
Mayank changed tack, slip-
ping in slower balls.

The first worked, eliciting
amiscued pull, but Bracewell
was ready for the second, on
the penultimate ball of the
over, and came up with
another scooped six. Mayank
finally responded with an out-
side-off yorker that flew
through to the wicketkeeper.
Was it worth trying that earlier
in the over?

Those are the questions
Mayank will ponder at this
stage of his career. He might
not have innate aggression,
but grit and courage are no-
thing to sneeze at.
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Leylah Fernandez beat Kamilla Rakhimova 7-5, 6-3. ap

Leylah advances to Tokyo WTA
final with win over Rakhimova

LEYLAH FERNANDEZ has advanced to her third WTA final
of the year, with a chance to win her second tournament.
The Canadian beat Kamilla Rakhimova 7-5, 6-3 Saturday in
the semifinals of the WTA's Pan Pacific Open tennis tourna-
ment. InSunday's final, Fernandez will play third-seeded
Diana Shnaider, who beat teenager Mia Pohankovain the
second semifinal Saturday 6-4,7-6 (7). Fernandez had won
the Singapore Open in September. AP

England pip
Indiain Hong
Kong Sixes

INDIA SUFFERED a narrow
three-run defeat against
England in the Bowl Divi-
sion semifinal of the Hong
Kong Sixes 2026 on Satur-
day, missing out on a place
inthe final after a runfest
frmboth sides. England will
face South Africainthe
Bowl Division final, while
Indiawill take on Bangla-
deshinthe11th-12th place
playoff match. PTI

Kingleads WIto
8-wicket win
over Bangladesh

OPENER BRANDON King
hitanunbeaten 81as West
Indies chased down 170
with ease to beat
Bangladesh by eight
wickets in the first Test.
Bangladesh were bowled
out for142in thesecond in-
nings, taking alead of just
169 runs.

BRIEF SCORES: Bangladesh
272 and 142 (Nayeem Hasan
52; Roston Chase 5/36,
Jomel Warrican 4/63) lost
toWest Indies 245 and 170

Rymbai helps
Shillong beat
Mohammedan

SHILLONG LAJONG FC
began theirIndian Football
League (IFL) campaignona
winning note, securinga
hard-fought1-Ovictory over
Mohammedan SC. Substi-
tute Nelson Rymbai struckin
the 90th minute to break the
deadlock and hand the visi-
torsall three points. After
dominating possession for
large periods, Shillong La-
jong found the breakthrough
inthe closingmoments. PTI

Pranavi cards 73,
slips to tied 23rd
at Wistron Open

INDIAN GOLFER Pranavi
Urs endured a difficult third
round at the Wistron Ladies
Open, cardingal-over73to
slip to tied 23rd at Sunrise
Golfand Country Club. Pra-
naviarrived in Chinese Tai-
peionthebackof asecond
consecutive top-four finish
atthe Hero Women's Indian
Open. After opening witha
70 and followingitup witha
68,achallenging third
round left her at 5-under

for2( King81not 211, Pornanong
out) by 8 wickets. AP Phatlum. PT|
ChennaiOpen’s  India complete
lasteditionthis ~Commonwealth
year: Amritraj Kabaddi double
CHENNAI OPEN will have INDIACOMPLETED a
itslastedition this year doubleat the inaugural
afterIndialost the tourna- Commonwealth Kabaddi
mentslottothe Championship 2026,
Philippines, but the Tamil winningboth men'sand
Nadu Tennis Association women'stitles with

(TNTA) is working to bring
three to four WTA 125
events, Indian tennis leg-
end Vijay Amritraj said.
Amritrajsaid the decision
tomoveit was understand-
able given the weather con-
ditions in Chennai. PTI

commandingvictoriesinthe
finals on Saturday. The In-
dian men'steam defeated Sri
Lanka54-20toclinchthein-
augural men's crown, while
the women beat Uganda 35-
15earlierinthe eveningto
seal the women'stitle. PTI

Bad decisions by batters
cost Aus, says Cummins

Nick Said
Cape Town, October 31

AUSTRALIA CAPTAIN Pat
Cummins said it was fair to ask
questions about his side after
they slipped to two defeats ina
row against hostsSouth Afticato
losethethree-matchseries2-1at
Newlands on Saturday.

Australianext host New Zeal-
and and Cummins said the
seriesloss meantquestions were
inevitable as South Africa took
over from them as the number
one side in the test world rank-
ings. “We lost two games in a
row. I think it's fair to be asking
questions and we'll be asking
them internally as well,” Cum-
mins told reporters. "We are a
very good side but I think we
need togetalittle bit better if we
‘want to get back to number one
(intheworld).

"Maybe that's a change of
style, maybeit'sachange of per-
sonnel in some instances. We'll
workitout."

Cummins made thesurprise
decision to bow first after win-
ning the toss on the first morn-
ing, something that had been
doneonly11timesbeforeintests
at Newlands since 1889. As it
proved, battinglast wasdifficult
onawearingsurfaceand Austra-

Cummins madethe
decisionto bowlfirst
afterwinningthetoss,
somethingthat had
beendoneonly11
times beforein Tests
at Newlands since
1889.

lia fell to the spin of Simon
Harmer, who took career-best
figures of 10-120 in the match.
"We knew it was going to be a
high-scoring game,” Cummins
said. “We probably thought it
was going to do a little bit more
ondayonethanitdid."Youdon't
win the toss and think you're
goingtobowl the opposition out
for1000r200 but we thoughtwe
could get 10 wickets on day one
and that would put us right
ahead of the game."

Cummins said poor deci-
sions cost his batters and that
their chase was as good as over
in the first half-hour. "Chasing
280-odd was never going to be
easy but we all turned up today
and saw a pretty clear path for-
ward.Ithought it wasachievable
but we never gave ourselves a
chance," he said. REUTERS

© DETHRONED IN CAPE TOWN

Harmer shines as South Africa defeat Australia, clinch series

Associated Press
Cape Town, October 31

SIMON HARMER picked a ca-
reer-best 6-16 as South Africa
bowled out Australia for 111 to
win the third Test by 176 runs
and clinch the three-match
series 2-1 on Saturday.

Australia crumbled in Cape
Town after being set 288 towin
onDay 5 of the deciding match
of the series.

The Proteas rallied from 1-
0 down in the first test series
between the teams in South
Africa since the “Sandpaper-
gate” scandal in 2018.

Harmer, a 37-year-old off-
spinner, finished with match
figures of 10-120 - his first 10-
wicket haul in Tests - after
South Africamade 329 and 387
in its two innings, while Aus-
tralia scored 429 in its first to
take a 100-run lead at New-
lands Kagiso Rabada took 3-39
on Saturday to reach 350 ca-
reer Test wickets.

Wiaan Mulder and Ryan
Rickelton had scored cen-
turies on day four to set up a
288-run target, but Australia
collapsed to 60-7 at lunch on
Day 5 and was eventually
bowled out before tea.

Australia had won the first

Simon Harmer’s 10-for earned him the man-of-the-match honours
— afirst for a South African spinner against Australia since 1952. a»

Test in Durban by 214 runs,
and South Africa won the sec-
ond Testin Ggeberhaby anin-
nings and 31 runs.

‘With the victory, South Af-
rica dethroned Australia for
the top spot in the ICC Test
team rankings.

Creating history

Itisthe first Test series loss
for Australia since March
2023. Harmer was named
player of the match for his 10-
wicket haul - the first for a

epaperindianexpress.com .. .

South African spinner against
Australia since 1952.

"It was about dealing with
the expectation (in the fourth
innings). The biggest thing
was to get the win today,”"
Harmer said. "We were in the
game with the way KG (Ra-
bada) bowled this morning. As
aspinner, on aturning wicket,
that's what dreams are made
of. It has been a tough few
weeks, but today was a lot of
fun." Australia suffered a har-
rowing morning session

Wewereinthe

game with the
way KG (Rabada)
bowled this
morning. Asa
spinner, ona turning
wicket, that's what
dreams are made of.
Ithasbeenatough
few weeks, but today
was alot of fun.”

SIMONHARMER
SOUTH AFRICA OFF-SPINNER

against both pace and spin.
Rabadatook 3-14 in five overs,
while Harmer picked 3-5 in
eight overs.

Rabada got in-form Matt
Renshaw out foragolden duck,
caught behind down leg side.
Three balls later, Rabada struck
forasecond time as Marnus La-
buschagne (4) was out lbw
shouldering arms. Australia
was 5-2 after the first over.

Travis Head hit 14 and was
next out, caught at gully off
Rabada in the seventh over,
with the score reading 22-3. It
was Rabada's 350th Test dis-

missal and he became the
quickest to reach the mile-
stone ahead of compatriot
Dale Steyn.

First innings' centurion
Josh Inglis (4) was run out
going fora non-existent run at
Cameron Green's call.

Complete disarray

Australia's second innings
was in complete disarray as
Harmer had Alex Carey (2)
caught at backward point with
Marco Jansen taking another
good catch. Two balls later,
Cooper Connolly was caught
behind for a two-ball duck,
leaving the visitors 42-6.

Harmer struck again be-
fore lunch, with Mitchell Starc
caught at short leg as the ball
looped up off his pads.

Starc faced 25 balls without
opening his account, even as
Green was unbeaten on 25
runs off 73 balls at the other
end. After lunch, Cameron
Green (27) and Pat Cummins
(11) batted 73 balls, before
Harmer broke through.

The ball turned in from
outside off stump to bowl
Green, who faced 110 balls
with three fours.

Cummins and Nathan
Lyon (33 not out) battled for

another 104 balls, adding 45
runs for the ninth wicket
‘which took Australia past 100.

Harmer then sealed the
win with two wickets in suc-
cessive overs. He trapped
Cummins Ibw in the 56th and
bowled Josh Hazlewood (0) to
kick off celebrations.

He also became the first
South African spinner to pick
a 10-wicket haul in Cape
Town.

Australia had last won a
Test series in South Africa in
2014. Marco Jansen was
named player of the series for
scoring 198 runs and taking 13
wickets in three Tests.

"[t was a very intense series
with alot of pressure, a lot of
ebbs and flows, ups and
downs, and it feels tiring to be
standing here," he said.

"But it was an awesome
series tobe part of. You have to
adapt your game to a certain
degree depending on the con-
ditions, so making a different
game plan in every venue was
key."

BRIEF SCORES: South Africa
329 & 387 beat Australia 429
&111all-out (Nathan Lyon
33;Simon Harmer 6/16,
Kagiso Rabada 3/39) by 176
runs.
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Antonelliinches
closertocrown
of youngestF1
champion

Kimi Antonelli. ap

Associated Press
‘Mexico City, October 31

IFKIMI Antonelli was still feel-
ing the effects of an illness that
kepthim from a mediasession,
it certainly didn’t show on the
track. The 20-year-old Mer-
cedes driver — who is aiming
to become the youngest cham-
pion in Formula 1 history this
weekend — finished second
and fourth in the two practice
session for the Mexico City
Grand Prix on Friday.

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
topped both sessions to show
continued strong form, having
finished third in the last two
races.Antonelli, who has the
Formula 1title well within his
grasp, missed a media session
on Thursday due to a viral in-
fection. But he looked good in
his first shot at the Mexico City
Hermanos Rodriguez race
track.To secure the title and
break the record set by Sebas-
tian Vettel — the youngest
champion at 23 in 2010 —
Antonelli can finish as low as
ninth on Sunday.

Antonelli wants to seal the
deal with another big result, but
hecouldalsodoitwithoutscor-
ing another point if someone
other than Lewis Hamilton or
George Russell wins Sunday's
race. “I'm very excited. Iwould
love to clinch the title in style
with a great result,” Antonelli
said after taking his ninth win
of the season in Texas last week.

“That’s the mindset. 'mjust
going to try to enjoy every mo-
mentbecause they’re moments
that will always be remem-
bered.” Antonelli can also be-
come the first Italian driver to
win the title since Alberto As-
cariin1953.

Mercedes can clinch the
constructors' title on Sunday
for the first time since 2021.
Mercedes hit the ground run-
ning under this season's new
regulations, with George Rus-
sell’s victory at the season-
opening Australian Grand Prix.

Defying predictions this
‘would be Russell's year, Anto-
nelli surged ahead by winning
five consecutive races as his
teammate faded. Russell
struggled to explain his lack of
pace after finishing eighth in
Austin last week.

Hamilton’s woes
Hamilton finished fourth in
the first practice session, and it
looked like it might be a good
day for the the seven-time
world champion. However, he
reported a loss of power
roughly halfway through the
second session.“Something is
‘wrong with the car,” Hamilton
said over the radio. “Ilost all
power at turn 13.”Ferrari team
officials told him to pull off the
trackand bring his cartoastop.
During the second practice
session, there was contact be-
tween Max Verstappen and
Liam Lawson that resulted ina
red flag. and both later received
aone-place penalty drop.

QUIET OFF THE MAT, FIERY ONIT

Manisha’s journey: A late start, an
obsession and now a world title

Starting at 16 and winning no junior
medals, the new world champion has
taken an unconventional path to top

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, October 31

DOCTORS PRESCRIBE melato-
nin to help people sleep. Mani-
sha Bhanwala has a different
remedy. “I can’t sleep if Idon’t
wrestle,” Manisha told The In-
dian Express from Kazakhstan.

‘The 29-year-old, who won
the 59kg title at the World
Championships, made history
by becoming the first Indian
woman to win a wrestling
world title. Her triumph also
ended India’s 16-year wait fora
world champion, since Sushil
Kumar’s gold in 2010.

her at the national camp in
2022and, at first, I thought this
girl was mad. In the 45-46 de-
gree summer heat of Lucknow,
she would practise for hours,”
hesaid atapress conference or-
ganised by the Wrestling Feder-
ation of India. “Unlike others,
this girl doesn’t have any other
hobbies in life. Her only hobby
iswrestling, and the resultisin
front of you.”
Thatobsessionisevidentin
her bouts. Usually reserved off
the mat, Manisha transforms
into a powerhouse once com-
petition begins.”She has always
been an aggresslve wrestler.

Beyond her wrestling skill
mental toughness and experi-
ence, it is Manisha’s obsession
with the sport that has brought
her one of the biggest honours
inwrestling. “Ibecome restless
if I don’t wrestle. Especially
after competingatthetoplevel
for more than four years, I am
becoming more obsessed with
the sport. The mat feels like
home,” she said.

Manisha took up the sport
relatively late, at the age of 16. A
latebloomerineverysense, she
did notwinamedalatthejunior
level. Buther willingness tokeep
grinding has brought her conti-
nental \d, now, aworld

Earlier, that 1used to
affect her stamina, but event-
ually we worked on that. Now,
Manisha can hold on until the
last moment and outlast most
of her opponents on the mat,”
explained her coach, Mandeep.

Astrong mindset
Wrestling is fought as much
in the mind as it is on the mat.
In her four years at the senior
level, Manisha has competed in
four different weight cat-
egories, winning international
tournaments in each of them.
According to Dahiya, it is
her mindset that makes her so
daptable. “She q

title. “She is obsessed with the
sport. Even when she comes
home, she would ask me tospar
with her,” said her brother
Rinku, who plays kabaddi. “Tam
heronlybrotherand whenIwas
getting married, she came only
for a couple of days because
there wasanational camp going
on,” headded.

National coach Virender
Dahiya, who has been working
with Manisha at national
camps since 2022, initially
thought her obsession with
wrestling was unusual. “I saw

to put in the work. Until last
year, she was competing in the
62 kg and 65 kg categories, but
now she has won two Ranking
Series tournamentsat 57 kgand
aworld title at 59 kg. That tells
'you how strong she is mentally
when it comes to adapting to
changes,” he said.

Changes in weight cat-
egories also bring different op-
ponents, and adapting to new
challenges is not always easy.
Manishaexperienced thatatthe
Asian Games, where she faced
Japaneselegend Akari Fujinami

Manisha Bhanwala is India’s first-ever women’s wrestling world champion. uniTeb woRLD WRESTLING

and lost 0-3. “It was not my day
against Fujinami at the Asian
Games. But the next two years
will be fun in the 57 kg category.
Tam going to improve further
after this Worlds medal,” said
Manisha, who will move down
to 57 kg for upcoming tourna-
mentswhere Olympic qualifica-
tion spots will be at stake.

Her experience and
composure were also crucial in
the World Championships
final. At one stage, Manisha
was trailing 0-6 against Ameri-
can Abigail Nette before staging
acomeback to win 8-6. “The
nightbefore, we watched all the
bouts of the American wrestler.
‘We observed that she gets tired
by the fifth minute. I told Mani-
sha to wait for that moment,

Ibecome

restlessifl
don’t wrestle.
Especially after
competing at the top
level for more than
four years,lam
becoming more
obsessed.”

MANISHA BHANWALA
ON HER PASSION FOR WRESTLING

and thatisexactly what she did.
She scored in the last minute
when the American was tired
and had no chance to come
back,” Dahiya said.

Sushil Kumar’s medal at the
2008Olympicsinspired agener-
ation of Indian wrestlers. India
has won at least one wrestling
medal at every Olympics since
then. Manisha hopes her title
canhaveasimilarimpactonthe
next generation of women
wrestlers. “Records are meantto
be broken. I want other girls to
break my record and win more
gold medals for India. I really
want that. At the LA Olympics,
‘we will create history again.”

Dahiya describes Manisha
as a wrestler who attacks like a
lioness. Having conquered the
world, she now has her sights
set on the Olympic podium —
aplace that has eluded Indian
women wrestlers at thelast two
editions of the Games.

After perfect start, India brace for Malaysia test

Express News Service
Mumbai, October 31

INDIA HAVE made a flying
start to their Asian Champions
Trophy campaign, winningall
three matches to book a
semifinal berth. But the Har-
manpreet Singh-led side can
expect a sterner examination
when they take on Asian
Games silver medallists Ma-
laysia in their fourth round-
robin match on Sunday.

‘While India thrashed Ma-
laysia 5-1in the Asian Games
final in Aichi-Nagoya last
month, the Malaysians have
traditionally been difficult op-
ponents, capable of making
life uncomfortable for the
hosts. They will also be keen to
settle scores after their defeat
in the continental final.

India’s campaign so far has
been largely comfortable.
They began with a13-0 demo-
lition of Bangladesh before
overcoming China 5-2 and
Japan 4-1.

Areminder

However, Friday’s win over
Japan offered a reminder that
there islittle room for compla-
cency against more organised
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Harmanpreet Singh-led India have won all of their first three
matches comfortably. Hockey INDiA

opposition.  After  two
relatively straightforward out-
ings against Bangladesh and
China, India found it difficult
to break down Japan’s disci-

plined defence.
Despite committing
players  forward, they

struggled to create clear open-

ings and, tellingly, did not
earnasingle penalty cornerin
the first three quarters.

It took until the 47th min-
ute for India to win their first
penalty corner, which captain
Harmanpreet converted to
break the deadlock.

The goal appeared to re-

lease the pressure, with India
stepping up the intensity in
the final quarter to score three
times and secure their third
successive victory.

Forward Abhishek Nain
was the standout performer,
marking his 150th interna-
tional appearance with two
impressive field goals. His per-
formance will be encouraging
for chief coach Craig Fulton,
although India will need
greater contributions from the
rest of their forward line
against Malaysia.

Vice-captain Hardik Singh
provided the midfield with
stability, but Fulton will ex-
pect Vivek Sagar Prasad and
Nilakanta Sharma to offer
more support. In defence,
Sanjay will also need to be
sharper after concedinga pen-
alty stroke and giving away a
few penalty corners against
Japan.

Area of concern

India’s slow start on Friday
is another area of concern.
Against a Malaysia side that
can be unpredictable and dan-
gerous on the counter, the
hosts cannot afford to take too
long to find their rhythm. Ful-

ton, meanwhile, is under no
illusions about the challenge
awaiting his team.

“We defeated them 5-1in
the Asian Games, but Malaysia
has always been a tricky oppo-
nent for us. I just think I'm
glad we're playing a good team
and they’ll challenge us. We
just have to focus on our own
game,” he said.

Indiaarealsolikely to bring
back in-form forward Man-
deep Singh, who was rested
against Japan after scoring a
hat-trick in the tournament
opener against Bangladesh.
Malaysia, too, are unbeaten
after three matches and oc-
cupy second place in the
standings, behind India on
goal difference. With a chance
to avenge their Asian Games
final defeat, they will be eager
to make a statement against
the hosts.

The other matches on Sun-
day will see South Korea take
onBangladesh and Japan face

China.

PLAYING TODAY: South
Korea vs Bangladesh
(2.30pm), Japan vs China
(4.45pm), India vs Malaysia
(7pm). Live on Star Sports
Network and JioHotstar.

Lakshya zaps out
Toma Jr, makes
second final of season

Lakshya Sen defeated Toma Jr Popov 21-17, 21-13. BWF/BADMINTON PHOTO

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, October 31

WHEN YOU play Toma Jr
Popov, the 6-foot-5 giant from
France — as Lakshya Sen did
onSaturday — there are two di-
mensions to tackle. One is his
loomingreachinretrieves, and
then there's his predominant
doublesstyle of play that he can
deploy whenever he finds the
shuttle pliant: fast, flat ex-
changes that increase the pace
and intensity of rallies to
scorching level.

Senmadeamockery of both
thoseassetsat the Frenchman's
disposal with a zapper of a
jump smash, to win the semifi-
nals of the Hylo Open at Saar-
brucken, Germany.

Sen, down to World No. 14
now, made his second final of
the season with a 21-17, 21-13
win. He has bookended his
2026 with final appearances at
the All England and the Ger-
man Super 500, and little of
note in between. But he's been
intimidatingly good at both
those events, pointing once
again to the fact that he can
never be written off.

For his good days are devas-
tatingly good, just as his bad
days are pitifully poor. It's a
straight function of how his
back is coping, and he would
find it hard to chase consistency
when that backisinjury-prone.

But when the spine can
torque and trust and turn in
defence, Sen can be lethal. He
fancies Germany — he even
beat Viktor Axelsen there
once. And like the commenta-
tors noted, Sen looked "in the
mood" — as his up-and-down
formis now well documented.
Toma Jr though faced quite
the brunt.

Betteronsmash

France lucked out at the
Thomas Cup in May when Sen
suffered a freak elbow impact
injury and couldn't play the
semis. But at Hylo Open, Sen
was out to show up the Eiffel
Tower-scaled Frenchman. He
won badminton's most basic
question: Who has the biggest
smash? You would reckon that
Toma Jr from his vantage
would pepper down steep can-
nonballs. But the Indian was
better on every smash metric.

More winners in yield.
Better zip to the smash. Place-
ment perfect — not just when
he buried them onto the court
from a well-timed jump and
that catapult elbow snap. But
also when he used the body
smash, angling it into Toma
Jr's ribs, making it impossible
forthe man-mountain to parry
itaway.

Toma Jr peaked at 15-17 in
the opener with a 374 kph
winner after 31 shots. But Sen
wasinsuchafrenzy that he not
only defended most of the
World No. 13 Frenchman's
steep downward strokes, but

| alsobelted some really hard-hit

When the spine can
torqueand trust
and turnindefence,
Sen canbelethal. He
Jancies Germany —
heevenbeat Viktor
Avxelsenthereonce.
Andlikethe
commentators
noted, Senlooked "in
themood"— as his
up-and-downform
isnowwell
documented. Toma
Jrthoughfaced
quitethebrunt.

bangers at a relentless pace
over the 41 minutes.

The French take pride in
their physicality and the
thumping style they play. But
Sen not only matched the
speed and strength, he also pul-
verized Toma Jr with explosive
net attacks and crisp winners
that preyed on his naturally re-
stricted agility.

Toma's court coverage and
defence isn't shabby, but Sen
was in murderous mode with
his attacks on the day as he
went from 8-7t014-7in the sec-
ond game and cantered to win
it21-13.

Sen has a Thomas Cup
bronze and Asian Games team
bronze to show for this season
after he had looked so promis-
ing making the All England
final, losing to Lin Chun Yi.
There, he had flung his racquet
high in his statement celebra-
tion, defeating Shi Yuqi in
Round 1.

The Chinese would get his
revenge later and even mocked
the celebration. Sen, mean-
while, stewed from the shock
exits at World Championships
and Asian Games.

But the racquet was once
again airborne as he made the
Hylo final - the tournament
name homonymous with the
contours of his high-low sea-
son. Still, atitle is awaited. And
he will need to fight the winner
of Jonatan Christie and
Anders Antonsen from the
second semifinal. Against
Toma Jr though, he brooked
no resistance.

Sindhuinto final

PV Sindhu had an easy out-
ing against compatriot Anmol
Kharb, defeating the 19-year-
old 21-13, 21-16 to set up a sum-
mit clash with Line Kjaersfeldt
of Denmark.

Sindhu got in her net
charges, prevailed in paperclip
net tumbles, finished her
smashes with a punch and
used the drops well as Anmol
wilted in both sets, lacking the
aggression and chutzpah that
she had displayed in her
quarters win against Unnati
Hooda.

© DEVILS DEFEATED

Reuters
London, October 31

THE TRAVELLING fans ap-
plauded Michael Carrick when
he strode to the corner of the
Shed End at Stamford Bridge to
acknowledge them but Man-
chester United's former stal-
wart midfielder and current
manager cut a forlorn figure as
he left the pitch after a 2-0 Pre-
mier League defeat by Chelsea
on Saturday.

A reckless challenge on
Wesley Fofana midway
through the second halfearned
Lisandro Martinez a sending
off and Chelsea a penalty for
their second goal, sealing
United's fate in their ninth

straight game without a win in
all competitions.

The United board decided
to stick with Carrick for the
Chelsea game despite a 3-0
home defeat by Bournemouth
last weekend and a 4-1 drub-
bingat Comoin the Champions
League.

But the jubilant Chelsea
crowd's rendition of "You'll be
sacked in the morning"
sounded increasingly porten-
tous as he disappeared down
the tunnel.

Carrick sidestepped ques-
tions about his future.

"I'm just looking forward to
getting the boys ready for mid-
week," he said. United meet
Roma at home in the Cham-

pions League on Tuesday.

United, with captain Bruno
Fernandes restored to the side
after falling out with Carrick,
looked lively in the first halfbut
squandered aseries of chances,
notably from Fernandes, Ma-
theus Cunha, who had a goal
ruled offside, and Amad Diallo.

Bryan Mbuemo also hit the
post.

"We didn't capitalise on the
moments we had," Carricksaid.
"Second halfgot away from us...
sometimes you get tough mo-
ments in the game and you
have to deal with that."

United were punished four
minutes into the second half
when Morgan Rogers picked
up the ball just inside their half

A5

Michael Carrick’s

United ly ishingin

the 17th position with only seven points. ap

and cantered past a hesitant de-
fence before delicately lifting it
past goalkeeper  Senne
Lammens.

Cole Palmer scored from the
spot inthe 63rd minute despite
Lammens getting his hand to
the ball as he dived to his right.

© MANUNITED UNDER MATCHDAY 9 RESULTS
CARRICKIN2026/27 Chelsea | 2-0 |Man United
Matches 13 |Bmouth  [2:0 |Leeds United |
Wins T 2 | Coventry =3»1 Sunderland
Draws 4 |Man City i071 Brighton
Losses 7 Brentford  |2-0 | Nham Forest
Goal Difference | 7 Hull City '|270' Ipswich Town
"You give away abad goal  have stood by each other".

and it's a lot more challenging
to be in that position with 10
men," Carrick said.

He praised his players for
their spirit of togetherness in a
tough run of games, saying
they had been "really tested but

The result means United
could find themselves in the
relegation zone by the end of
the day. They are provisionally
in 17th place, one point clear,
while Chelsea have moved up
toa provisional fourth.

Pressure piles on Carrick after Manchester United lose 0-2 to Chelsea

The London side have
also suffered a disappointing
week, losing 2-0 at home to
London rivals Tottenham Hot-
spurlast Saturday and to Liver-
pool away on penalties in the
League Cup on Wednesday.

Manager Xabi Alonso chose
to start spirited Brazil winger
Estevao, 19, after criticism from
fans that he was not being
played enough and media ru-
mours that he could leave the
club. Estevao's trickery caused
United problems and he had a
goal disallowed for a tight off-
side call.

"I'mvery happy forhimand
he deserved to enjoy the game.
He has agood connection with
the crowd," Alonso said.
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SuanshuKhurana

BOUT 25 YEARS ago,
Academy Award-winning
composer AR Rahman gave
an austere musical ex-
pressiontofaith, anideathat
has since become incrzas-
ingly fraught in India’s public discourse.

In O paalanhaare, a Krishna bhajan in
Ashutosh Gowariker’s Lagaan (2001),
penned by Javed Akhtar and sung by Lata
Mangeshkar, Rahman de-
livered a melody with rare
tenderness. One that
emerges at a moment of
absolute despair, when the
villagers pray for a sol-
ution. Loomingover them
is the idea of defeat in a cricket match with
the British, which could force acommunity
to pay three times the land tax. There is no-
thing dramatic in Rahman’s composition.
The profundity is hidden in ts simplicity.

Born Arunachalam Shekhar Dileep
Kumar, Rahman lost his father ard
composer RK Shekhar, when he was nine
and learned music as a session artiste. His
family’s subsequentembrace of Islam would
shape his spiritual journey, all of it allowing
for music to be drawn from diverse devo-
tional traditions. Probably why O paalan-
haare carries such grace.

In2026, overtwodecadeslater, Rahman,
who has composed the music for producer
NamitMalhotraand director Nitesh Tiwari’s
upcoming mythological action-drama Ra-
mayana: Rise of a Legend alongside ac-
claimed German composer Hans Zimmer,
finds himself navigating one of his more de-
manding encounters with the sacred. Not
least because he is positioned in the space
between musical innovation and religious
tradition or because there is a musical line-
age to the epic. Here is a story that has lived
for centuries, whose characters have been
worshipped, sung about and debated in liv-
ingroomsand newsstudios. Therefore, Rah-
man mustnow wrestle withanaudiencethat
hasveryspecificideas aboutwhat the music
for this particular film should sound like.

The social media criticism of Mangal
rang in the Ranbir Kapoor, Sai Pallavi and
Yash-starrer came almost instantly after its
release last week. Many were concerned
about the song’s ‘qawwali-like’ treatment,
when it was attempting to be acomposition
in a film on the Ramayana. One wonders if
the same questions would have been asked
of Vishal Bhardwaj, Ajay-Atul or Pritam, or
whether Rahman’s musical choices are
being scrutinised through a conflicting
prism. Some wanted music “rooted in Sana-
tan Dharma”. Others felt that the high-
energy Ravana tandava was too electronic
andlowonenergy. Another section israising
the question of the lyrics by Kumar Vishwas,
more a poet than lyricist, that seem to lack
some of the fluidity and emotional nuance
that Rahman’s compositions need —
qualities that writerslike Gulzar, Akhtarand,
morerecently, Irshad Kamil have broughtso
effortlessly totheir collaborations with him.

Rahman, who has spent much of his
three-decade career challenging established
ideas of what Indian film music should
sound like, is nostrangertocriticism. He has
often faced scepticism before a tune is ac-
cepted, sometimestaking yearstosettle into
the public imagination. However, thistime,
the pushback seems to reflect the changing
cultural landscape.

“lammy first critic. Itis not that Ijustlove
everything I do,” says Rahman in a conver-
sation over Zoom with The Indian Express
fromhisstudioin Chennai’'s Kodambakkam.
“Wedon'tdecidesomethinginaday. Welive
with it for months sometimes. There’s a
thought process. Sometimes you need to
take anthropology into consideration. Some-
times, you let something be, like pickle: for
certain tunes, the older it is, the better it be-
comes. But people sometimes see one side.
They don't see the whole picture, right? So
sometimes you just have to be patient. And
they discover it and say, ‘oh, that’s why you
did this’ or ‘that’.” After a while, he says, one
mustlearn not tobe bothered by every com-
ment. “It’s like what Steve Jobs said: ‘If you
want to satisfy everyone, gosell ice cream”.”

For Mangal rang, Rahman drew from
shuddh (natural) notes of Bilawal as the par-
entscale, with touches of Maand — the ser-
eneragaoftenused inbhajansand wedding

ongs Ilaselementsoft] icPa-
hadi. This isunlike gawwali’s oft-used komal
(lowered/flat) notesin parentscaleslike Kafi,
Khamaj and Asavari. The composer was at-
tempting to locate the tune in the familiar
realm of devotional traditions. But then, is
thereany harmifatuneinaHindi film based
on an epic was to sonically veer towards a
Sufispace melodically?

Collaborating with
Hans Zimmer

‘When Zimmer, known for sweeping or-
chestral scores in films such as Interstellar
(2014), Inception (2010) and Gladiator
(2000), was brought in, Malhotra was look-
ingatthe best of East and West. Rahman be-
lieves Zimmer’s presence will invite adiffer-
ent audience to engage with a story so
important tothe Subcontinent’s cultural im-
agination. “Hisname comingin Ramayana
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NK Singhslifein
roses and ragas

Hans Zimmer’s name
comingin Ramayana
would bring a whole set of
new audience curiosity. The
film has ascore and it has
songs and it has
probably like 10 movies
worth of work

would bring a whole set of new audience
curiosity. The film has a score and it has
songs and it has probably like 10 movies
worth of work, where there were five differ-
ent languages and two different versions:
Hollywood version and the Indian version
and alsothekind of pressure the whole team
had for every note, every tune. Thatis when
one understands that there’s so much at
stake for them (the makers) that they want
tobereallysure. Itwas greatseeing the result,
how people are vibing in different parts of
the country,” says Rahman.

Despite the criticism, Mangal rang
climbed the charts to claim the top spot on
‘YouTube’s trending music chart this week.

But popularity has not been the only
measure for Rahman’s music. It has often
been about his ability to find a musical lan-
guage for stories without necessarily bank-
ing on their most familiar sounds.

His recent, Imtiaz Ali’s Main Vaapas
Aaunga(2026),isacase in point. In this Par-
tition saga, the beauty lay in how effortlessly
some of the melodies carried love, loss and
longing. Not all emerged from the conven-
tional Punjabi tradition. The synergy be-
tween Rahman and Kamil was seamless.
“There is always scope to add a word or two
with Rahman saab; for a lyricist to experi-
ment and complete meanings. One feels a
lot of freedom while working with him be-
sidesof course thebrilliance of his melodies,”
Kamil had told The Indian Express in a re-
centinterview.

According to Rahman, when the three
were working for the first time in Rockstar
(2011), it was not about just working; it was
about creatingsomething which they could
be “happy and proud of”. That continued
with Tamasha (2015), Highway (2014), Amar
Singh Chamkila (2024) and now Main Vaa-
pas Aaunga. “Highway was supposed to be
onesong, and we ended up with 14 different
tracks. BecauseIwasjustwritingthingsand
he was fitting those things. Same with Ta-
masha. Even though he liked one track, I
said, can this be better? He said how better?
Isaid the tune could be better. Imtiaz had not

Acecomposer AR Rahman on
collaboratingwith Hans Zimmer on
Nitesh Tiwari’s Ramayana, beinga
nervous performer and the challenge of
makingmusicin an eradominated by
streaming platforms .
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‘I’'s a good time for humour’

Nominated for an International Emmy for a third time, Vir Das on his
show Fool Volume, why Gen Z is funny and his next act as a filmmaker
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shot forthe film. The biggest blessing forme
is if you have time to improve something.
Sometimes it falls in place straight away.
Sometimesyou feellike it canbe better,” says
Rahman.

For Main Vaapas Aaunga, Rahman sug-
gested a theme song and told Ali that “even
ifwearriveatlike20 per cent, we'llget some-
thinglikeagoldmine. The tune (Kya kamaal
hai)became the soul of the score”.

Hindi cinema, says Rahman, has grad-
ually moved from an older tradition of
composing songs specifically for a film, its
characters and theirjourneys, and begun to
find a convenient way of selecting different
pieces of music (sometimes different
composers) and placing them where they
seemtofit. “They started picking things like
Hollywood, which was convenient. But this
integration of understanding lyrics and the
characters and doing music for a complete
'movie, showed what the real soundtrack (in
today’s times) could be. You know, in a way,
Ithink it was a nice comeback for this kind
of score,” says Rahman.

His observation also speaks of a larger
shiftinanindustry whichisnowinfluenced
by algorithms, streaming figures and the
pressure to produce music that is reel-
friendly. Rahman, too, is no stranger to the
world of instant impressions and recalls —
before Mani Ratnan’s Roja (1992) catapulted
him into national consciousness, he began
his career with jingles, where he had about
30secondstogetinto people’sheadsandsell
aproduct.

Fromjingles to Roja

Following his father’s death, Rahman
began working as a session musician and
eventually found his way into advertising.
He famously adapted from Mozart’s Sym-
phony No. 25 for an ad for Titan Watches, a
punchy synth-heavy jingle with Sachin Ten-
dulkar and Kapil Dev for Boost and a veena
and flute piece for Leo Coffee. “Thesejingles
were short and catchy. I had to expand as a
full film composer. It waslike, ifTdoa32-sec-
ondjingle which becomes popular, how can
Idoafive-minutesong?Solliterally tookthe
sameeffort to put many 30-second piecesto-
gether to make a five-minute song. Look at
99 songs (2021), each song was seven-eight
minutes long. It had a story; it had travel, a
new musical environment. Mainly because
Twanted every song to be in the experience.
This (making an impression in a few sec-
onds) is not something new for me. But I
wanted to work on deeper things inten-
tionally,” says Rahman, whose upcoming
projects include Shekhar Kapur’s Masoom:
The Next Generation, Mani Ratnam’s Inji
Vellam and Ramayana: Part 2.

Besides composing for Ramayana, Rah-
‘man hasalsospent over a year on his ‘Won-
derment Tour’, which began last year in
Mumbai, expanded internationally, includ-
inga North American legand has again re-
turned to India for a multi-city 2026-2027
run. Interestingly, for much of his alca-
reer, Rahman was a reluctant performer, a
reticent musician who found greater com-
fort in the solitude of a recording studio
than under the spotlight. But it was in 1996,
riding high on the success of Bombay (1995)
and Rangeela (1995), he was asked to per-
form at the Malaysia Benefit Concert in1996
toraise funds for the victims of the Bosnian
‘War. This was the first time he performed.
“Backin the day, composers had to go with
actors to pull people. But I remember, in
2000, Sukhwinder Singh, Hariharan, Shan-

kar Mahadevan, Sonu Nigam... they all
came and people thought, great, this is a
musical show. That changed the whole
game,” says Rahman

This was also the time when

composers, unlike today, wouldn’t step
out from behind the recording console to
become concert headliners. The Malay-
sian concert was followed by the ‘Unity
of Light’ tour. The tour took place while
the Iraq War was on in 2003 and the
world was fragmented. “It was then that
Imet my spiritual teacher who gave me
anew perspectiveonlife... Hemade me
think, in my small and humble way,
thatIcould beabridge between thetwo
divided worlds,” says Rahman in the
book AR Rahman: The Spirit of Music.
The initial challenge during con-

certs for him was translating the intri-
cate, layered sound of his studio re-
cordings into live performances. “At the
time, it was very difficult to interpret so
much of studio work into live,” says Rah-
man. The turning point came around 2015,
when percussionist Ranjit Barot, his long-
time iate, became music director of

sequences from
Roja; Main Vaapas
Aaunga;
Ramayana: Rise of
aLegend

Wedon't decide somethingina day.
Welive with it for months sometimes.
There’s so much of a thought proc

Sometimes you need to take
anthropology into consideration.
Sometimes, you have to let something
be, like pickle: for certain tunes the older

itis, the better it becomes
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his live concerts. “Things loosened up.
What was before like a nightmare to be on
stage became like, ‘oh okay, 'm going to my
living room on a piano to play’. In the stu-
dio, you're just listening to yourself. But
during live when you see people singing
your songs back again, I see them as one
soul... I was completely a non-performer.
But then I questioned myself. Would I like
tosee somebody behind the keyboard hid-
ingorsomebody who can entertain people?
Slowly, I changed a little bit, and I started
joking around, goofing around, and sing-
ing. If Thaven't rehearsed properly, Iam a
nervous performer,” says Rahman with a
half deprecating smile, all set to get out
there anyway.
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real and imagined. Three hundred years ago, Jonathan Swift

sent Lemuel Gulliver sailing to lands of tiny people and
giants, and people still read his voyages today. In Japan, 16
writers boarded an overnight train and tried to finish a novel
before they reached the end of the line. A New Zealand author
won a major prize for a book set on a spaceship carrying
prisoners toward freedom, and fantasy fans made a late-night
trip to their local bookshops to return to a world of faerie
kingdoms. Japan said its farewell to Ryu Murakami, a
novelist whose fiction took readers into the dark-
est corners of modern life.

This week, bibliophiles around the world mused about journeys,

AISHWARYAKHOSLA

ST
QUICKVERDICT

HIT

Acerbic and Witty

THISIS amordantly clever transposition of
Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray. Basu
abandons Victorian drawing rooms for the febrile,
morally porous ecosystem of
contemporary Bollywood,
following the eponymous
Darpan’s ascent from aspiring
writer to magnetic screen
idol, shaped by a Faustian di-
rector. Where Wilde weapon-
ised asupernatural portrait to
reflect his protagonist’s pu-
trefying soul, Basu deploys
the hyper-commodified In-

THEPICTURESOF  gja cinema, rife with Al
DARPAN RAY anxieties, as a mirror formod-
SAMIT BASU ernvanity. While Wilde was

celebrated for his
epigrammatic brilliance,
Basu delights with his acerbic
wit. The resultis a caustic, propulsive critique of a
culture obsessed with perpetual youth and

hollow spectacle.

HarperCollins
288 pages. 2599

AISHWARYA KHOSLA
HIT

Castinga Spell

BASED ON the Indian stage magicians who
toured the newly formed US in the early 1800s, the
novel is set in Boston during the infamous Year
without aSummer. Peppered
with literary references —
from Byron and Marlowe to
Shakespeare — it is a feast
for those who find magic
inintertextuality.

Samuel Thomas, ayoung
conjurer from Madras, leads the
well-researched story that
placesthe events accurately in
history. With themes of race

HOCUS POCUS and colourism, showcasing the
BRINDA CHARRY colonial gaze through an
Picador India American’s fascination for for-

eignitems, and the exoticisa-

tion of Samuel whois forced to
perform as the ‘Fakir of Benares’ to fulfil his desire
for dsuccess, the novel Edward
Said’stheory of Orientalism. REVATHAKKAR

HIT
ARebelsCause

WHAT DOES it feel like to be loved without being
ashamed? Shastri Akella attempts to answer in this
shortstory collection. Set
across India, the stories takes
readers to pre-Partition Pun-
jab, Kashmir’s border with
Pakistan, asmall Gujarat
town, an Andhravillage, and
the Garhwal mountains. Each
follows people whose desires
orthesense of self don’t fit
society’s expectations.

Written with empathy, the
central idea tying the stories
togetheristhatlove and resis-
tance go together because to
love often means torebel. In
onesuchact, theauthor notes
the existence of the queer
community in Hindu mythology, reclaiming the
colour saffron, that today has come to be associated
with right-wing politics.

352 pages. 3599

Axia 7

AQUEER SHADE
OF SAFFRON

SHASTRIAKELLA
HarperCollins
248 pages, 3599

ANUSREEKC

Pip Adam wins the | Ryu Murakami, Gulliver’s Travels Maas sparks a global Anovelinasingle
Le Guin Prize 1952-2026 turns 300 bookshop frenzy trainride
IP ADAM, anovelist from New Zeal- EADERS NOCTOBER OOKSHOPS IXTEEN
Pand. has won the annual $25,000 RWORLDWIDE Oza.wzs, BACROSS NGt SWR\TERS—
UrsulaK Le Guin Prize for Fiction. mourned the = English North half French
The prize honours Le Guin, the American passing of RyuMura- = readersfirst met America and Britain and half Japanese
author of the Earthsea fantasy books and kami, one of Japan's Lemuel Gulliver, the stayed open past —attempted to
\ The Left Hand of Darkness, who died in most provocative narrator of atravel midnightfor fans of writeawhole novel
2018and champloned smenceﬁcuon novelists. He was 74. memoir secretly SarahJMaas'sA together during
and fantasy i written by Jonathan Courtof Splintered oneovernight train
g Adam’swinning novel, Audltran fol- famousin 1976 with Swift. Itwasan Harmony, makingit tripin Japan. They
lows three prisoners onaspaceship Almost TransparentBlue. a shon ncvel instant hil.TL earson, the he bi midnight Itisthe setoff on October 22 aboard the Twilight
iy astheyjourney fromjailtowarda about i hile abrid i sixth bookinMaas's A Court of Thorns Express Mizukaze, a quury(ralmravellmg
world without punishment. Thebook | Itwon th Prize. tions only k g i fromKyoto Th
argues for ishi i coveted ifornew literary writers.He | amongthe L\IIlpuUansand the giants of retelling of Beauty and the Beast. Its from QU|IpO‘ a Panswmers circle that
and she based the shipon wenton to publishmore than 40 novels Brobdingnag, the full book includes a fly- blend of magic, war romance invent: k creativity. Its most
Syria’s notorious and story collections, including Coin ingisland of scientists and land of wise turned “romantasy” into publishing’s famous member, Georges Perec, wrote
Saydnaya prison. Locker Babies. horses, which scholars read as a satire. hottestgenre. anentire novel withoutusing the letter E.

Mari Pangestu

KSINGH’S latest memoir, En-
deavours: An Ensemble of My
Lifeisadelightful read that re-
veals alife well lived. It takes
us through his life in a per-
sonal way while interweaving the official
part of his life, as well as the rich tapestry
of his family background. It makes you
understand the whole NK Singh, not just
his widely recognised, formidable career
in the Indian Administrative Service, his
prominent roles as a policymaker and his
distinguished years spent serving as a
member of the Rajya Sabha. Singh
emerges as a true ‘Renaissance man’, per-
fectly balancing the logical reasoning of his
professional life with the rich creative ex-
pressions of his personal passions.

One of the most evocative and thor-
oughly explored sections of the book is de-
voted to Singh’s inherited passion for gar-
dening and roses. He traces this
deep-seated love back to his early child-
hood and the profound influence of his
father, TP Singh, who meticulously culti-
vated a magnificent rose garden at their
Sheikhpura farmhouse in Patna. Follow-
ing his father’s premature passing, NK
took on the daunting responsibility of pre-
serving and nurturing this ancestral
garden, transforming an inherited duty
into a disciplined, lifelong endeavour. At
itszenith, the meticulously planned Patna
garden boasted roughly 2,500 rose plants
from over 300 distinct varieties. The de-
scription of the fragrance and beauty of the
roses come through vividly to the reader
— you could almost smell the roses
through the pages.

However, two interwoven messages
come out for me, especially. How the cul-
tivation of roses for TP Singh and, later, NK
was not just a casual hobby but science. It
‘was a deliberate learning process to adapt
‘Western rose-growing techniques to the
challenging heat and humidity of the In-
dian plains. NK reflects that the rose
garden insome respect represented an In-
dian renaissance — to be able to breed
roses adapted to varied ecological condi-
tions of India. It was a post-Independence
Indian self-confidence. His father saw the
rose as not an imported plant but a plant
to be tested, understood and naturalised
in Indian soil. It was also how the cultiva-
tion of roses was a shared passion around
anetwork of senior civil servants, eminent
lawyers, judges and public figures brought
together by roses and bridge game. “A
shared interest in roses could become the
basis for conversation, companionship
and learning.” For a non-Indian observer,
this offered an incredible insight.

The second takeaway and thought-pro-
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TURNING

SOIL

NK Singh with Pandit Bhimsen Joshi; in Japan; with MF Husain at his residence; (below) NK Singh

Roses, ragas and the

BUSINESS
OF REFORM

InEndeavours, economist NK Singh brings together a life in
bureaucracy with an enduring love of gardening, classical
music, photography and art

ENDEAVOURS: AN

and innovation as it is for gardens. He
offers a powerful metaphor. observing that
“gardens need proper soil preparation,
drainage, watering and attention to sea-
sons”. “The impatient gardener who buys
arare plant without preparing the soil is
not very different from the reformer who
announces change without the creation of
the conditions in which change can sur-
vive.” This message resonates with all of us
who are in the business of reforms.

ENSEMBLE OF MY Beyond the soil of India, the book takes
LIFE readers on a captivating journey to Japan,
NKSINGH where NK served as First Minister (Econ-
Juggernaut omic and Commercial) at the Indian Em-
vokinginsight in Endeavoursformeishow 328 pages bassy in Tokyo beginning in 1981. He ex-
eloquently NK comparestheactoftending 7999 plains how his years in Japan radically

toagarden to the way we must look at and
nurture public institutions. He borrows
the economic concept of “creative destruc-
tion” from (Austrian political economist)
Joseph Schumpeter to explain that prun-
ing a plant is an act of essential renewal
rather than cruelty. In a garden, the ex-
hausted plant or the obstructing branch
must be removed to allow fresh growth to
thrive, a process that requires both judg-
mentand courage. NK posits that this deli-
cate art of knowing exactly what to pre-
serve, what to remove, what to combine
afresh, and what to leave undisturbed is
justas crucial for the health of institutions

K Singh’s timein Japan,where he
served as First Minister (Economicand

Commercial), rad

Vi

Ily reshaped h
Isensibility and his broader

aesthetic philosophy

reshaped his visual sensibility and his
broader aesthetic philosophy. It was in
Japan that his early interest in cameras
blossomed into a serious, lifelong engage-
ment with photography that intersected
with his passion for gardening. He travelled
extensively across the country, moving
from the severe, drift-ice winters of Hok-
kaido in the north to the warmer, volcanic
landscapes of Kyushu in the south.
Through his cameralens, NK learned toap-
preciate the Japanese devotion to season-
ality, capturing the fleeting beauty of
cherry blossoms, vibrant autumn colours
and the ephemeral summer fireworks. He
realised that Japanese aesthetics find pro-
found depth in simplicity and restraint,
teaching him that photography is the ulti-
mate tool for preserving a passing instant
before it disappears forever. He noted that
in Japan, beauty was not treated as a mere
ornament but was woven seamlessly into
the very fabric of daily conduct, cer-
emonies and seasonal rituals.

In Search ol a Lost Fellowship

When We are Strangers revisits Gandhi and Bacha Khan’s vision of solidarity, asking what remains of their dream of a shared future in a polarised present

JUGGERNAUT

The book also beautifully chronicles
NK’s deep-seated passion for classical In-
dian musicand art. He details his evolution
from someone who appreciates one’s cul-
tural heritage to taking on the responsibil-
ity of being a custodian. He shares his
memories as a devoted listener, sharing
intimate memories of legendary artistes
such as Pandit Jasraj and Kishori Amonkar,
who frequently graced his home with
memorable recitals. Rather than viewing
himself as a mere collector, NK embraces
theroleofacustodian of these rich musical
traditions and the primal vibrations they
represent. His engagement with art has
been equally profound, shaped by an early
exposure tothe archaeological monuments
of Bihar and later expanded through visits
to the great museums of the world. As
former Ambassador Savitri Kunadi high-
lights, his encounters with heritage invoke
(French author) André Malraux’s The
Voices of Silence, demonstrating his belief
thatworks of art can speak across time and
transcend cultural boundaries. Forme, this
part of NK's commitment to India’s rich
cultural heritage is particularly important.
Itiscultural “capital” that transcendsto the
development of the creative economy and
innovation, and is as important as other
types of capital that make a country.

In addition to these artistic pursuits,
NK reflects on his family’s long-standing
reliance on homeopathy, advocating for its
holistic, individualised approach to heal-
ingasasteady companion throughout his
life. Here, there is an obvious intersection
with his passion for gardening.

In closing, Endeavours: An Ensemble
of My Lifeshows how alife well lived, inter-
‘weaves the heritage and values we inherit,
whether through our grandparents and
parents, education and the places that we
live in, as well as our life experiences and
the work we do. The multidimensional and
vibrant life of NK shows how our private
passions, when developed and pursued
with discipline and passion, can elevate
our existence. Through his vivid reflec-
tions on gardens, music, artand his travels
inJapan, NK proves that life is a “continu-
ing endeavour” and that the “multiplicity
of experiences” we go through are some-
times central and at other times seemingly
peripheral, but all contribute powerfully
in “shaping a purposeful life”. For readers
looking for an inspiring, uniquely Indian
memoir, this book is a gentle, beautifully
written reminder to cultivate our ownlives
with the same care, patience and wonder
of a master gardener.

Pangestu is former Minister of Tourism and
Creative Economy, Indonesia, and Special
Envoy for International Trade and Multilateral
Cooperation, Government of Indonesia

Madhurita Goswami

THE GRAPHIC novel When We are
Strangersbegins with the 1946 Calcuttariots,
with an unusual friendship and with an act
of love — stealing back from the colonial
rulers what they had openly stolen.
Thebook foregrounds Mahatma Gandhi
and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, popularly
Bacha Khan among the Pathans, whom he

dhi’s small build with Khan’s stature —a
visual encapsulation of their unique bond.
The red shirts of the Khudai Khitmatgars,
meanwhile, embody a spirit that can
shake empires.

It all begins during the riots, when
Mahmud and Sita sneak into the then Brit-
ish-controlled Indian Museum, stealing
back what they can find of the Hastnagar
Buddha ThlS identified as their first step
ini ashared, azad future.

organised to lead the Khudai Khi
movement, and their beliefs, such as a “liv-
ing faith in God” and non-violence. But it is
theyounger Sitaand Mahmud, respectively
aGandhi follower and a student at Khan's
‘Azad School, who take the story forward.
Largely in monotone, the novel has a
kind of simplicity that may not be striking
to those who grew up with more crowded
works in Manga, or the Marvel and DC
comics. But it successfully contrasts Gan-

The 1946 Calcutta riots were nol simply
communal. They were also, as Janam Muk-
herjeesaysin Hungry Bengal, “amuch more
specific, localised battle for the control of city
" and
the culmination of a “brutalisation of con-
sciousness” duringthe 1943 Bengal famine.

The famine followed the fall of Burma
during World WarII, as the British, fearing
that the Japanese army would advance on

blocks, 1neighbourhood:

WHEN WE ARE
STRANGERS
VANZIRAMAZUMDAR
AND SARNATH
BANERIJEE

Penguin

168 pages

3699

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

MARCHING AHEAD
AMuslim League rally in1946

Mahmud’s act of stealing back from the
British more than balancing the scales —
it’s also about the two coming together in
the anti-colonial struggle while retaining
their religious identities. They recognised
that their struggles were the same and their
futures intertwined. This was at the core of
much of the Subcontinent’s national move-
ment, no matter how fractured it

icsthat intheSubconti-
nent. What followed was a narrowing of
identities that were allowed toflourishacross
nation-states, something that can be at-
tributed to a failure to imagine a country
where all were equal.
Algerian psychiatrist and political phil-
osopher Frantz Fanon offers a way of think-
ingabout this paralysis: Inc 1cecan’t

along religious and caste lines.

At atime, when that imagination has
largely been constricted by majoritarian
politics, the friendship between Gandhiand
Khan, Mahmud and Sita, recognises what
oncewas made possibleby ashared struggle.
The book, while examining these past in-
stances of solidarity, seemstobe attempting
tochart. away forward butits historical focus

Calcutta after re in coastal Ben-
gal, destroyed boats and confiscated food-
grains. This context makes Sita and

epaper.indianexpress.com .. -

isalsoit: whenitcc ding
theanswers.
Partition changed the Hindu-Muslim

Patna

be seenasan “exorcism” and for a society to
be truly independent, its people must have
the “material means” tobringabout “therad-
ical transformation of society”. Fanon’s
name comesup inthebook’ssecond chapter
alongwith Gandhi’sbut his philosophy is not
expanded upon. That may seem confusing
butthen, intheend, when Mahmud and Sita
challenge their own teachers, in the face of
the British administration’s negotiations
with them, the Gandhi-Fanon reference be-
comesalittle clearer.
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Theinternet
has a short memory
and life will go on.
The news cycleis
cight days. So, for
cight days, just be
quiet. If, on the
ninth day, you're

on the news, then
you're in trouble

Ifyou are convinced, you can convince the audience

Don’t go overboard with pop culture references, but be
prepared for happy accidents, says filmmaker
Sriram Raghavan at the Screen Academy Masterclass

Devansh Sharma

RIRAM RAGHAVAN has made a

careeroutof crafting thrillers. But

there’sone piece of advice from his

first producer, Ram Gopal Varma,

that has stayed with him since his
2004 directorial debut feature Ek Hasina Thi.
“Sriram, just shoot it convincingly,” Varma
told him while he was scratching his head
over how to pull off the climactic twist and
change in the setting of the film.

Sriramshared his experiences atasession
of the Screen Academy Masterclass, held at
Whistling Woods International in Mumbai,
lastweek.

Screen Academyisaninitiative launched
by TheIndian Express Group toidentify, nur-
ture, and showcase the next generation of In-
dian filmmakers and storytellers.

During the session, Sriram shared anec-
dotes from his films including Johnny Gad-
daar(2007), Agent Vinod (2012), Badlapur
(2015) and Andhadhun (2018).

“Real-life logic takes over in your early
films. “This is not logical,’ you tell yourself,”
said Sriram. He recalled shooting a scene in
Ek Hasina Thi where Urmila Matondkar’s
character takes Saif Ali Khan’s charming
gangster character at gunpoint to a cave on
the outskirts of the city. Sriram was worried
that there would be so many check posts on
the way. “If you are convinced, you can con-
vince the audience. But convincing yourself
isthe hardest part,” he added.

Talkingabout Saif'srakish role in the film,
Sriram says, “The charm was like that of
Charles Sobhraj, he was the reference for the
character.” Saif was initially hesitant about
playinganegativerole, havingdone only her-

oic/romanticroles, for which he had acquired
aformidable fan following. “But luckily we
gotalong, and he’s an intelligent guy, and he
loved the story.”

Likewise, when adapting the French
novella for Merry Christmas (2024), he ex-
plicitly wanted alead pair thataudiences had
neverseen together before. “Iwanted thisodd
pairing, and so yeah, that was fun,” he says,
having cast Katrina Kaif alongside
Vijay Sethupathi.

Sriram recalled the time, around the early
2000s, when he met veteran filmmaker Kun-
dan Shabh, his senior at the Film Institute of
India (FTII) Pune. Best known for helming the
1983 seminal satire Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro and
the 1994 romantic comedy Kabhi Haan
KabhiNaa,Shahwasn’tan expertat thrillers,
but his advice on life, art and their intersec-
tions informed Sriram’s sophomore direc-
torial, Johnny Gaddaar.

Another standout moment in Sriram’s
filmography is a stylised, single-take action
sequence set to the romantic song Raabta in
his2012spythriller Agent Vinod, starring Saif
and Kareena Kapoor. “Pritam was doing the
music, and he gave me the tune for Raabta.1
loved the tune, butsince we'd already shot 70
percentofthe film, we had nosituation toin-
clude this beautiful love song,” recalled Sri-
ram. Itwas him gettingbored of shooting one
relentless action sequence after another for
the second half that prompted him to come
up with a “mad thought” — “Why don’t we
shoot this action sequence as
asong?”

Inspired by John Woo's 1992 Hong Kong
action film Hard Boiled, he pulled offthe one-
take action sequence. “The movie got many
good, harsh reviews, but everyone loved that

Nominated for an International
Emmy for athird time, Vir Das on his
show Fool Volume, why Gen Zis
funny and his next act as a filmmaker

Alaka Sahani

IR DAS, 47, has secured a nomi-
nation for International Emmy
Awards in the Comedy category
for the third time for his Netflix
show, Fool Volume. Das, who
won an International Emmy in 2023 for
Landing, is known for blending personal ex-
periences with social and cultural commen-
taryin hisstand-upacts. Before hetookadeep
dive into comedy, he acted in some of the
talked-about moviessuch as Badmaash Com-
pany (2010), Delhi Belly (2011) and Go Goa
Gone(2013). Earlier this year, his directorial
debut, Happy Patel: Khatarnak Jasoos re-
leased while his memoir The
Outsider: A Memoir for Misfits (Harper
Collins) hit the stands last year. Ina con-
versation, Vir, whogrew upin Nigeriaand
India, talks about his 16-year journey in
stand-up, finding one’s voice while reflect-
ingonwhatittakestostay creatively restless
inanindustrybuiltaround the nextbig thing.
Excerpts:

You were one of the first Indian stand-

‘People are finding their voice, it’s a
good time for humour’

ﬂnngyounevethoughlas problematic might

joy such wide
attention How do youlookat your
journeyas an artiste?
Tt lifespan of an artisteis usuall
about10years.I'vebeen atitfor16 years now.
T've been fortunate to have witnessed many
waves, such the YouTube wave or the sketch
comedy wave. A wave typically crashes
against the shore, becomes foam and, then,
it's not there anymore. I figured that one has
to become deep water by forming deep con-
nections for artistic longevity.

Inall these years, howhas your
audience changed?

My audience is the youngest it has ever
been. Seventy-eight per cent of my social
media followers are under 30. For a man in
his 40s, it is very weird to have that kind of
data.Ihave noideawhybutinthelast couple
of years, many young people have dis-
covered me, and they appreciate whatI have
spoken about.

Has trying different things helped you
expand your horizon?
Idon'trepeatmyself. If you look at mylast
five comedy specials, they are different from
each other thematically. The minute I'm a
little comfortable, I try something new. Just

1issue. Ifyouregoingtotryand pre-
decide whatto do, you'll never be able to pre-
dict it. You might as well just do it and then
deal with it when something happens.

Do you have any advice for comedians
who getinto trouble?

Thave three pieces of advice: Write about
itimmediately because it’s funny; the worse
the situation is, the funnier the joke will be.
Don’tscreambackattheinternet, it'stoolarge
and there’stoo much machinery. Alot of art-
istes put out 17 statements. Just shut up. The
internet has a short memory and life will go
on. The news cycle is eight days. So, for eight
days, just be quiet. If, on the ninth day, you're
onthe news, then you're in trouble.

Atwhat pointin yourlife did you think
of pursuing stand-up comedy?

Alot of people don’t know this. I trained
as a drama actor. I have a bachelor’s in the-
atre. In my final year (at Knox College, Illi-
nois), I tried stand-up after three years of
doing serious theatre work based on Shake-
speare and Anton Chekhov. Istarted toenjoy
stand-up and found it equally theatrical.
Comedy is honest. There’s room for fiction
but not dishonesty.

for fun, I played a negati ar in Call
‘Me Bae (2024). Then, I co-directed a movie,
Happy Patel: Khatarnak Jasoos and I had a
great time doing that with Aamir Khan, who
pmduced it. After that, I was offered more

You your third
International Emmy nomination for
Vir Das: Fool Volume, which you
started writing after losing your voice
forsometime.

Iwasn't expecting to get nominated this
time at all, especlally because the speclal for

and bigger budget movies. In-
stead, I am directing a pure horror movie,
Baara Number, produced with Kavi Shastri
under Zazu Productions.

Your Delhi Belly co-actor Imran Khan
was mHappyPatel Have youspokento

whichI'vebeenr
that’s quite a surprise. The procedure of how
you get nominated for an International
Emmyis a very global one with jurors spread
acrossthe globe. So, the bright side is that In-
dian comedy is globally cutting through.
The coreof thisspecial isaboutlosing your
voice, silence, and happiness versus silence.
No matter where you are, as a human being
you have some resonance with finding your
voice after asilence.

Inadifferent context, the younger
generation inIndia too has found
itsvoice.

Across the world people are find-
ing their voice. I think
social media has alot
todowithit. Agehasa
lottodowithitas well.
Whatllikeisthatwhen
the youngergeneration
expresses something,
theyusehhumour.GenZ
is funny. The gener-
ation below them are
also funny. The reels
and everything that

FUNNYBONE they create are funny.

(Above) Vir Da They re native to the in-
still from HappyPatel ternet. So, I believe, it'sa
good time for humour.

song,” said Sriram, grinning.

Sriram has learned a lot from reviews of
his films. “I didn’t know there were so many
references in Johnny Gaddaar until 1 read a
review which said so. Later on, when I was
making Agent Vinod, 1 was conscious I was

FORTHE
' ILLOF
RAFT
(Above) Sriram
Raghavan at the
Screen

usingalotofth 0, sometime:
you can go overboard,” he confessed.

He had a word of caution for students:
Don’t use too many pop culture references.
“Your love for films would come out on its
own. You can't be like, ‘Since this is my first
film, let me doff my hat tothe five peopleIlike.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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Imran anoticeaski
himtoleaveIndia?

Imran’s a friend. Any thoughts I have on
this matter, I've conveyed to him. He's quite
honestly one of the nicest people in the film
industry. There isn’t abad bone in that guy’s
body. Heis the most beautiful thing in Happy
Patel. He is so good-looking, it’s annoying.
You could put tomato sauce all over him or
dip him in tar, and he would still look great.

Isth

Your » The ider: A Memoir
forMisﬁts, 'was published last year.

Ididn’t want to write it at all. [ have an
American agency and they told me you won
an Emmy, now write a memoir. Kevin Hart
'has written two books. So has Rowan Atkin-
son. It's part of a comedian’s life. I decided to
write a memoir about being an outsider, be-
cause that's what1still feel likeand ’'mstill fi-
guringout things.

‘Whatare you still trying to figure out?

Ican’t figure out how it’s sold. I was at the
airportand sawthatit’sabestseller. It was kept
between Chetan Bhagat and Arundhati Roy.
Iwaslike, whataweird sandwich of three dif-
ferent types of writing and ideologies.

After doing abumbling spy storyin
Happy Patel, are you challenging
yourselfby directing a horror film?
Asection of the audience deeply loved
Happy Patel. Webecame thislittle lighthouse
forpeople who started sending usscripts. We

nottolandin
T've learnt whatever you think is going to
be the problem, won't give you trouble. The

academy

It’s an inside joke nobody will understand,”
added Sriram.

After Agent Vinod, Sriram released the
crime-action film Badlapur. The flipping of
the antagonist and the protagonist, he says,
was by design: “While scripting it, we had to
ensurethatitdoesn’thappensuddenly, butit
happens over the movie. So midway while
watching the movie, you realise, ‘T don’t like
whatthisguy is, and youstartdisliking him.”

Having a younger actor, though, he says,
was producer Dinesh Vijan'sidea. “Coinciden-
tally, Varun Dhawan called him (Dinesh) fora
meeting. He told me, ‘Narrate (the story) to
this guy and let’s see how he reacts.” So I nar-
rated it to Varun, and he loved it.”

Badlapurwas released while Sriram took
abreak fromwriting Andhadhun. Inspired by
an1i-minute Frenchshort film madein2012,

Patna

. Numberone, theidea

has to be incrediblyunique. Second, we have

to offer actors the kind of roles

they don't normally play. For in-

-y stance, we cast Mona Singh as a

villain in Happy Patel. We will

have theatrical releases. Our next

after Baara Number is a violent
action film.

How dothe next five years
looklike for you?

Twoworld toursand, hope-
fully, two movies, which are not
my productions butI get toact
in them. I really would like to
buy a cottage somewhere
where I can go and sleep on
weekends, and dosustainable

farming.

‘SANKHADEEP BANERJEE

which he had decided to make into a longer
feature, Sriram, along with his co-writers, was
stuck on how to proceed with the writing
beyond the first act. The roadblock was so
strong that he went and worked on another
film (Badlapur) first. Eventually, after the re-
lease, hereturned to Andhadhun and finished
thescript.

But on the morning of the shoot of the
final scene, Sriram asked co-writer Pooja
Ladha Surti if they had a Hindi line for “Do
you think it’s so easy to be a monster?” At-
tempting to translate the line into Hindi
sounded terrible, and Sriram decided: “Ican’t
endaHindi film onan English line; it doesn’t
make sense.”

They dropped the line right then and pi-
voted to the now-famous walking stick/cane
ending. Impromptu changes are a part and
parcel of making movies, “We godownacer-
tain path and then try another detour. A lot
isinthe writingand rewriting,” he explained.
RK Narayan’s “The writer’s block is a Western
concept’ is aline Sriram says all filmmakers
should believe.
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Beware ol
ghaas phoos

Elephants trample and kill more
than tigers do, but don't be fooled
by unassuming greens either

SCARNIVORES usually deride

what we call the ghaas phoos

eaters, the vegetarians and ve-

gans. How onearth canyou de-

velopenough muscle masseat-
ing leaves and grass and seeds? You need
good red meat to give you enough protein
and though dals claim to be protein rich -
howmuch ofthem can you have?Really, it’s
onlyleanred meat, withstreaks of delicious
fatthat cut the mustard. Steakand sausages,
baconand ham, spare ribsand ‘backstraps’,
juicy crisp pork belly, especially sizzled on
wood or coal-burning barbecues — these
put hair on the chest. I still remember the
fizzing ‘sizzler’Thad, served onaslabofteak
at Bombelli’s in Bombay aeons ago; a man
needs his red meat.

There’s aserial on TV these days depict-
ingahunter going out to shoot and kill deer
and sheep. He stalks his prey, Say amagnifi-
centstag, likea (after
afewfailed attempts) brings it down withan
arrow. He skins it and carves it and then
cooks it. Done rare and red, it’s the ultimate
macho meal running with meaty juices. Of
course, it is accompanied by a host of
‘veggies’ but it is the main item on the
agenda. And it does make you salivate rather
alot.

‘What is a bit disquieting is that he ad-
mires hiskillasa ‘magnificent beast’ — per-
hapsnotsomagnificent nowthatitliesdead
athis feet, its eyes glazed and unseeing. But
it has been ‘harvested’ so that it can make

U ol

way for others, which in time might suffer
the same fate. Whatever.

‘The mass consumption of meat around
the world has caused problems because all
the beef and pork depends on bovines and
porcines livestock. Tropical forests world-
widehave been cleared sothat these bovines
cangetenoughghaas-phoostoeatand these
have tobe cultivated on a massive scale.

There, in the jungles it is the carnivores
—tigers, lionsand leopards —thatsitontop
of the food chain, not deer and antelope.
They need their red meat; cauliflowers and
broccoli won’t do. In fact, it’s the only thing
they can eat! And in doing so, these ‘apex
predators’ keep the jungles and forest tick-
ingover. Keep thetigeringood humourand
itwilllook after the entire forest ecosystem.

Sovyes, we fear theseanimals, in case they
decide tomake usa part of their diet. But go
to a sanctuary or national park on a safari
and what are we inevitably told? The ani-
‘mals we must fear the most are elephants,
who subsist onadiet of 150 kg of green stuff
a day. Elephants trample and kill more
peopleevery year thantigers do, not because
they want to eat them but because they feel
threatened and because we have deprived
them of their normal fare.

In fact, every large bovine or vegetarian
wild animal is to be regarded as extremely
dangerous. Rhinos are notoriously short-
tempered and can toss your vehicle into a
ditch and trample you with a single flick of
itsfearsome horn. In Africa, hipposkill more

S ALWAYS GREENER
(Top) The leopard isontop of the food
chain; Javanese ginseng

people than all other animals combined,
and do not eat them. And even lions are
wary of the mighty Cape buffalo that can dis-
embowel them with a single swipe of its
massive horns and will deliberately seek out
and trample their cubs. Here, in India, the
wild water buffalo is not to be trusted as it
sneeringly regards you and tosses its head,
adorned withits three-metre span of horns.
‘And all of these live on ghaas phoos!
Evenin thecities, where cows and bulls
roamaround, onehastowatchoutincasea

RANJITLAL
bullgetsitinits head totake you betweenits
horns. No tiger or leopard will dare to enter
abusy location and try something like that.
‘And you don’t even need to be a five-ton
giantarmed with tusks and atrunk, oratwo
tonrhinotoinflictthatkind of damage. The
other day I was lamenting the lack of desi
palakinthe garden, thanks to the depreda-
tions of the monkeys and peacocks when
the gardener came up with an option. What
he called angrezi palak, which was also
growing in the garden. The leaves looked
green and healthy and fresh and there was
abed full of them. It even tasted identical to
normal desi palak. Except that it sent me to
the loo four times at night, deep cleansing
measifpreparing me foran endoscopy.Ilost
over half a kilo overnight and was good for
nothing for the next two days. I discovered
that the so-called angrezi palak was some-
thing called Javanese ginseng, a medicinal
herb, also available in capsule form.

Ithas many beneficial properties butcan
also cause insomnia and diarrhoea if con-
sumed in excess. T had probably overdosed
grossly! The gardener said he had brought it
from his village. There, they had no prob-
lems with it and made pakoras with it. So
plants can be definitely dangerous for your
health —whenIinformed my doctor about
it, he dryly commented ‘Don’t be a guinea
pig’. When fish and meat go off, they pong
to high heavens. This leafy green’, masquer-
aded as Popeye’s favourite food and
scammed me!

How a book in Nagaland by a
butterfly enthusiast is an
essential guide in State schools

Ronnie Kuriakose

BUTTERFLIES WERE everywhere in
‘Wokha, ahillside town in central Nagaland,
where a young Wonchi Murry grew up.
Andwhynot, when her motherand neigh-
bours tended to their sprawling gardens
with a devotion that bordered on religion.
However, this abundance also rendered
them invisible.

Itwasonly when Murry moved to Delhi
for her studies at Lady Hardinge Medical
College in 2007 that she realised what she
‘was missing. “There were no butterflies.
Certainly not in my immediate vicinity. We
made several visits to city gardens specifi-
callyto find them, but their numbers were
appallingly low. At best, we saw two or
three,” says Murry, 38, who lived in Delhi
foroveradecade.

‘When Murry finally returned to Naga-
land after her course, she went looking for
the winged beauties. Her younger sisters
— Mhayani and Renabeni — joined her.
Together, they flitted between flowers,
across streams and through verdant val-
leys. “Weshared a collective admiration for
butterflies. It was an expression of sister-
hood,” says Murry, who currently works at
the Nagaland Institute of Medical Sciences
&Research in Kohima.

What began as a pastime became a
passion and eventually, a pursuit. At first,
Lhey were only takmg photos, and as their

1gathering
more details. The result was A Beginner’s
Guide to the Butterflies of the Himalayan
Realm, published by Kohima-based Pen-
Thrill. This was in 2021. In June this year,
Nagaland’s Department of School Educa-
tion madethebookessential in allits affili-
ated institutes.

AsNagaland opensuptothe world, in-
vitingtourists, efforts suchasthis, comple-
ment those taken at the village level of
curated nature trails and village walks.

The geographical framing of the book
is also deliberate. “Butterflies don’t recog-
nise political boundaries,” she says. Some
of Murry’s favourite winged beauties in-
clude the Blue Admiral, the Sapphire but-
terflies, the White-edged Blue Baron, and
Lacewings. She also has a special admir-
ation for the Blue Pansies that has made
hermother’sgardentheirhome. “Theyare
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so territorial. They won’t let another but-
terﬂy enter our garden, regardless of their
size,” says Murry.

Herwork, which documents nearly 110
butterfly species, is arguably the third-
most voluminous record of butterflies in
Nagaland after Sir Harry Christopher
Tytler’ssurveysas part of the British Indian
‘Army during 1915 and researcher-photog-
rapher Tshetsholo Naro’s recent efforts.

“Butterflies,” Murrysays, offerawayto
From caterpillar stage onwards they are
very fragile, and soany disruptionsto their
natural settingimmediately affect them.”

But there’s a more personal reason to
seek them out. “Butterfly watching offers
an opportunity to slow down, pay atten-
tion,and
dinary,” sheadds.

Neil Patil
Foundei, COO & CTO, Veena World

@veenaworld.com

omewhere in the last fifteen
b years, without any of us quite

noticing, we stopped taking
the long train. The eighteen-hour one.
The one with the side berth you didn't
want, the one where you learned three
strangers' entire life stories before
Nagpur. the one that turned a journey
into an event rather than a gap between
two more important things. The one
your mother packed food for as if you
were leaving for a month, with theplas
wrapped in foil, a steel dabba of pickle,
and a water bottle refilled at every
platform tap along the way.

We fly now. Mumbai to Delhi in about
two hours, Bengaluru to Kolkata in under
three, IU's faster, it's often cheaper if you
book early, and there’s a lot to be said for
that. Nobody misses the waiting-list
anxiety, the frantic search for your name
on the reservation chart pasted outside
the coach, or the overnight delay that
swallowed half your holiday. But | think
we quietly gave up something in the
trade, and most of us haven't stopped to
notice what it was.

‘What Flying Removed

A flight is designed to erase the
journey. You board, you're handed a
tray, you sleep or scroll or stare at a
seatback screen, and a couple of hours
later you're somewhere else entirely,
having experienced almost nothing of
the distance in between. That's the
whale point, and a genuine achieve-
ment of modern engineering. But it also
means that travel, for mast of us, has
become entirely about two endpoints,
the place you left and the place you
arrived. Everything in between has been
optimised out of existence.

Think about what that in-between
used to hold. The plains turning into
plateau, the soil changing colour outside
the window, the language on station
boards shifting from one script to anoth-
er, the chai changing taste from one state
to the next. A train made you feel the size
of this country, mile by mile. From

The Great Indian Train Journey
Nobody Takes Anvmore

thirty-five theusand feet, India is a carper
of clouds, and then a runway.

The long train journey worked the
opposite way. The eighteen hours
weren't a cost to be minimised. They
were the experience. You'd board in the
evening, find your berth and negotiate
the shared space with your compart-
ment-mates, deciding whose suitcase
went under which seat and who would
get the window first. By the time dinner
was handed through the window at
some midnight station, you'd have
exchanged names, professions and
opinions on the food with people you'd
never see again. Someone's grandmother
would insist you try her methi puris, and
refusing was simply not an option. A pack
of cards would appear from somewhere,
and a game would begin that nobody
quite knew the rules of.

Around 2 am., someone would
inevitably start a conversation about
cricket, politics or the right way to eata
vada pav, and the debate would carry on
in whispers long after the lights were
switched off. Sleep, when it finally
came, came to the rocking of the coach.
By morning, when the chai vendors
called out at the first station of the day,
you'd arrive not just at a destination but
having actually lived through the
getting there.

1 remember journeys like this from
years ago with a clarity that most of my
flights simply don't have. | can't tell you
a single detail about a Mumbai-Delhi
flight 1 took last month, not the sear
number, not the meal, not the face of the
person beside me, | can tell you exactly
whoa | shared a compartment with on a
train to Varanasi more than a decade
ago, what he did for a living, and the
argument he had with the ticket collec-
tor over an upgrade. Memory, it seems,
has little interest in efficiency. It holds
on to the hours that asked something of
us, and lets the convenient ones slip
away. Ask anyone over forty abour their
most memorable journey, and chances
are it involves a train, not a plane.

‘The Trains Built for This

India actually built an entire category
of train around this idea, the journey as
the destination, and most Indians have
never taken one.

The Palace on Wheels, launched in
1982 by Rajasthan Tourism and Indian
Railways, was India's first Juxury
heritage train, its carriages inspired by
the private saloons once used by the
royal families of Rajputana. The Deccan

QOdyssey followed in 2004 as Maharash-
tra’s answer, with its coaches named
after places in the state, hospitality
originally handled by the Taj Group, and
itineraries spanning Maharashtra and

beyond. Both turn  what would
otherwise be a transit problem, getting
from Jaipur to Jaisalmer to Udaipur, say,
into a week-long, slow unfolding of the
country, with every overnight leg
treated as part of the experience rather
than dead time to be slept through. You
20 to sleep in one landscape and wake
up in another, with the desert, the forts
and the lakes arriving one after another
as if someone were turning the pages of
a

These trains exist because someone
understood that the romance of Indian
rail travel, the open windows, the sense
of a country revealing itself gradually
rather than all at once, was worth
preserving deliberately, even if it meant
charging handsomely for what an

ordinary sleeper ticket once offered fora
fraction of the price. There is a quiet
irony in that. What our parents took for
granted is now sold as a luxury.

The Numbers Tell the Story

Meanwhile, ordinary long-distance
train travel has been quietly losing
ground to the skies. India’s domestic air
traffic has crossed 165 million passen-
gers a year, and the government
projects it will touch 300 million by
2030. It's easy to understand why.
Airfares  have come  genuinely
competitive, flights are faster, and for
business travel especially, there's no
real argument for the train anymare. A
day saved is a day earned, after all, and
few of us have days to spare.

But somewhere in that shift, an
entire genre of human interaction
quietly disappeared. You don't make
friends on a flight. You barely make eye
contact. Headphones go on before the
seatbelt sign goes off, and the only

conversation is with the crew about tea
or coffee. The person beside you for two
hours remains as much a stranger at the
end as at the start. The overnight train
never allowed that kind of anonymity.
Eighteen hours in a shared compart-
ment forces a kind of intimacy that no
amount of legroom can replicate, You
saw people tired, hungry, half-asleep
and unguarded, and they saw you the
same way. That is where friendships,
however brief, are born,

‘What T'd Argue For

I'm not suggesting anyone give up
flying. It would be absurd for me to
argue that, running a travel company
that depends on modern transport (o
move hundreds of thousands of guests
every year. Flying is how most travel
actually gets done, and there’s no
romanticising away the value of speed
for anyone short of time.

But I'd make a case for something
smaller. One long train journey a year,
purely for what happens between the
stations. Not a work trip you need to
rush through, not a family holiday on a
tight schedule, but a deliberate, unhur-
ried journey where the eighteen hours
are the point. Leave the laptop in the
bag. Carry a book you've been meaning
to read, and then don't read it, because
the window will be more interesting.

Take the Konkan Railway down the
western coast, running between the
Sahyadris and the Arabian Sea, through
tunnel after tunnel and across bridges
over rivers that rush to meet the sea. In
the monsoon, the hillsides turn an
impossible green. Take an overnight
train towards the hills of the Northeast,
past tea gardens and paddy fields, where
the track itsell becomes an event. Or
simply take the sleeper class train you'd
normally avoid, the one your travel
agent would auromarically upgrade you
outof, and let the eighteen hours happen
to you the way they used to.

You'lll almost certainly talk to a
stranger you wouldn't have met any
other way. You'll eat something handed
through a window at a station you've
never heard of and will probably never
see again. You'll watch a sunrise you
didn’t plan for, over fields whose names
you'll never know. And when you arrive,
tired and slightly grimy in the way only
along train journey can make you, you'll
have actually travelled the distance,
rather than simply having been
transported across it.

That difference, between travelling

ADVERTORIAL
a distance and being transported
across it, is worth remembering, Even

if, like me, you'll be back on a flight the
very next week.

Know the Unknown

Ever since we launched flight
bookings on Veena World, I've been
falling down rabbit holes about flights.
And this week, after writing about the
eighteen-hour train, | found something
at the opposite extreme. Two journeys
could hardly be more different, and yet
each says something about the other.

The world’s shortest scheduled
commercial flight covers just 2.7
kilometres (1.7 miles), between the
islands of Westray and Papa Westray in
Scotland’s Orkney archipelago. Time in
the air is usually around ninety seconds,
and the record, set by pilot Stuart
Linklater with a favourable wind, is 53
seconds. That's less time than it takes to
read this paragraph, and certainly less
than it takes most of us to find our seat
on anormal flight.

The flight has run since 1967, and it
isn't a novelty act. It's a genuine lifeline
for the roughly ninety people of Papa
‘Westray, connecting them with the rest
of Orkney without a choppy ferry
crossing. Loganair flies it every day in a
tiny Britten-Norman Islander, with
passengers seated so close to the pilot
that they can watch every switch being
fNicked. Tourists fly it purely for the
record, and Loganair even offers them a
commemorative certificate.

Here's what connects it to every-
thing above. On the eighteen-hour
train, the whole point is the hours. On
this flight, the journey lasts less time
than boarding usually takes. Two ends
of the same idea, distance and time,
pulled to their extremes. One turns a
journey into a relationship. The other
turns it into a formality so brief it
barely counts as travel.

Tellme via email: eighteen hours on
a train, or ninety seconds in the air.

Which one would you
actually remember?
See you next week...
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